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LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

Dr  Bell  at  Liverpool — Goes  to  Darham — Is  laid  up  ai  Dr  Gray's — Account 
of  the  Barrington  School — His  Joumey  to  London — '*  Ludua  Literarius  *' 
poblished — Final  Séparation  of  Dr  and  Mrs  BelL 

DuBiNG  Dr  Bell's  stay  in  Liverpool,  he  was,  as  usual, 
fîilly  employed  in  visiting  schools,  and  received,  as  he 
wrîtes,  "  a  great  many  thanks,  some  honours^  and 
some  scowling,"  besides  having  had  a  narrow  escape  of 
a  public  dinner  being  given  him. 

Of  the  Blue-coat  school,  he  writes  in  the  highest 
terms  to  Mr  Johnson,  when  introducing  Mr  Browne, 
.  one  of  the  governors  of  that  institution,  to  him.  And 
again,  he  says,  when  writing  to  Lord  Kenyon,  "  The 
Blue-coat  delights  me,  and  I  am  busy  with  it.  .  .  . 
The  Welsh  school  greatly  improved.  The  Ladies' 
Bcolded,  and  greatly  improving.  The  Moorfields'  school 
insufferably  bad.  The  Irish  school  bad;  the  master 
ppresident  of  a  debating  society:  what  better  can  be 
cpected  of  such  a  man  ?  The  bishop  has  consecrated 
^t   George's   of  Etherstone,   a    most  beautiftil  new 
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church  ;  others  are  rising  up.  It  is  delightful — it  will 
be — ^to  see  churches  and  schools  go  hand  în  hand." 

Early  in  November,  Dr  Bell  left  Liverpool,  and  pro- 
ceeded  to  Keswick,  where  he  remained  till  the  middle 
of  the  month;  and  then  proceeded  to  Bishop's- Auckland^ 
"  wLere,"  he  writes  to  Lord  Kenyon,  '^  I  found  a  mas- 
ter  to  my  mind,  and  think  I  hâve  done^  and  shall  do 
there,  without  any  assistance."  This  was  said  in  réfé- 
rence to  Mr  Bamford^  who,  it  had  been  at  one  time 
intended^  should  corne  into  that  part  of  the  country  to 
assist  Dr  Bell. 

He  also  MTote  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  in  October, 
expressing  his  désire  to  hâve  Bamford's  assistance  in 
the  Barrington  school;  and  shortly  afterwards^  the 
School  committee  had  a  consultation  on  the  subject, 
the  resuit  of  which  was  thus  expressed  in  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  to  Lord  Kenyon — 

«  Clifford's  Inn,  October  14,  1814. 

"  My  dear  Lord, 

"  The  School  committee  perfectly  concur  with 
your  lordship  and  Dr  Bell,  in  your  arrangements  re- 
specting  Bamford  ;  being  satisfied  that  the  good  people 
at  Bishop's- Auckland  and  Durham  had  been  previously 
consulted,  and  their  approbation  obtained  to  the  mea- 
sure,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned  ;  for,  after  ail  that 
bas  passed,  the  committee  are  convinced  that  peculiar 
delîcacy  is  to  be  exercised  towards  the  worthy  Bishop 
of  Durham,  Mr  Bouyer,  &c.,  lest  we  should  appear  to 
exercise  an  improper  interférence  in  the  management 
of  their  schools."     .     .     .     . 

This  his  lordship  forwarded  to  Dr  Bell,  who  thiji 
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remarks  upon  it,  in  a  letter  written  from  Chester  : — 
"  There  is  somethîng  in  the  letter  which  you  hâve 
had  the  goodness  to  transmit  to  me^  which  persuades 
me  that  I  should  not  be  warranted  in  foUowing  my 
own  counsel,  or  piirsuing  my  own  course,  in  regard  to 
Bamford.  It  is  not,  therefore,  improbable  that  I  may 
give  up  my  purpose,  even  if  I  cannot  my  opinions,  and 

follow  another  course I  sent  Bamford 

from  Ireland  to  Liverpool,  where  he  has  aunts.  1  do 
not  find  that  his  services  were  quite  so  much  in  request 
as  I  expected,  from  the  testimony  I  bore  to  him.  He 
wants  the  support  of  authority,  and  some  things  are 
delayed  to  my  arrivai.  Finding  the  school  hère  still 
in  a  bad  plight,  I  sent  for  him  hither,  and  he  is  now 
actively  employed.*' 

Soon  afiber  this,  a  vote  was  passed  in  the  gênerai 
committee,  that  Bamford  should  be  absolutely  at  Dr 
Bell's  disposai  until  the  Ist  of  the  foUowing  February  ; 
and  he  consequently  proceeded  to  Bishop's- Auckland, 
having  visited  a  number  of  schools  on  his  way  thither. 
Previous,  however,  to  his  arrivai,  Dr  Bell  had  been 
taken  seriously  ill  at  Dr  Gray's  at  Bishop-Wearmouth, 
where  he  arrived  in  November,  and  from  whence  he 
writes  thus  to  Lord  Kenyon  : — 

"  Ever  since  I  wrote  last,  I  hâve  been  confined 
to  my  bedroom  by  a  violent  cold,  a  headache,  and 
sore  throat.  If  I  had  but  faith  to  take  the  medi- 
cines  which  Mrs  Gray,  her  sister,  and  her  daughters 
bring  to  me,  I  should  hâve  been  well  next  day  ; 
but  knowing  that  without  faith  works  will  not  avail, 
I  confine  myself  to  my  old  trade  of  starvation.  My 
lieadache  is  less  violent,  and  the  soreness  ail  over 
(me  less  afflictive.      In  two   days   I  hâve   swallowed 
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half  a  cup  of  tea,  surrounded  as  I  am  with  every  heal- 
îng  art.  Every  time  I  lie  down,  and  ail  nîght  long  as 
I  doze,  I  am  haunted  for  my  sins.  What  I  should 
hâve  done  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  what  I  did — ^what  I 
forgot  at  Bishop's-Auckland — ail  the  scholastic  machi- 
nery — ail  torments  me  in  the  most  tormenting  man- 
ner.  .  .  •  .  I  stîU  hope  to  get  to  Auckland  on 
Thursday  ;  but  this,  of  course,  dépends  on  the  abate- 
ment  of  my  disorder." 

This  intention  he  was  not  able  to  fulfill,  for,  although 
better,  he  was  still  unable  to  leave  his  room  ;  and  on 
the  day  on  which  he  had  intended  to  meet  Mr  Bamford 
at  Auckland,  he  thus  agaîn  reports  of  himself: — 
"  When  I  wrote  last,  I  was  as  bad  as  bad  could  be.  I 
hâve  pleasure  in  telling  your  lordship  that  I  am  greatly 
better  ;  but  with  no  such  sudden  révolution  as  to  give 
me  any  hope  of  being  able  to  stir  from  my  confinement 
for  some  time  :  then  I  could  write,  but  could  not  die- 
tate.  I  could  not  (and  must  not)  speak  without  ex- 
trême suffering I  can  swallow,  though 

with  pain  ;  and  hâve  taken  more  than  one  spoonfiil  of 
diluted  liquor,  and  more  than  one  cup  of  tea.  I  hâve 
undergone  a  complète  inside  rénovation  ;  and  hâve  told 
the  apothecary — a  sensible  and  intelligent  man — that 
he  bas  no  more  to  do  than  to  put  me  into  Medea's 
kettle,  and  make  a  new  man  of  me.  The  attendance 
of  Dr  and  Mrs  Gray  on  me  by  night  and  by  day,  is 
inexpressible.  It  would  oppress  me,  but  it  comes  so 
much  from  the  heart. 

"  The  whole  family  imitate  their  parents.  Mrs 
Gray  is  my  nurse  and  my  ail.  This  is  the  complaint 
in  which  I  was  so  dreadfuUy  ill  about  thirty-three  years 
ago,  when  the  son  of  the  famous  Bishop  of  Cloym; 
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watched  me  and  nursed  me^  and^  '  under  the  blessing 
of  God,  a  poached  egg  saved  Bell's  life.'  '* 

He  was  now  rapidly  recovering,  and  being  deter- 
mined  to  keep  the  house  no  longer,  ^'  in  spite  of  advice, 
remonstrance,  and  entreaty,"  he  "  tore  himgelf  from  hîs 
friends/'  Dr  and  Mrs  Gray,  and  went  to  Durham  ;  from 
whence  he  had  engaged  to  accpmpany  Mr  Baker,  in 
his  carnage,  on  the  folio wing  day,  toBishop's- Auckland. 
That  gentleman,  however,  being  unwell,  and  the  wea- 
ther  very  unfavourable,  he  wrote,  begging  him  to  defer 
his  intended  journey,  '^  Let  me  entreat  you,"  he 
writes,  ^*  to  defer  your  visit  to  Auckland.  Your  own 
State  of  health  by  no  means  admits  of  it.  My  cold  îs 
still  bad,  and  my  coachman  is  unable  to  go  from  the 
same  cause.  You  must  also  bear  in  mind  that  the 
duties  of  my  parish  dépend  entirely  on  myself,  and 
that  any  accession  of  cold  will  interfère  with  Sunday's 
work.  I  trust  you  will  consider  ail  this.  Look  ont 
and  listen  to  the  rain,  and  be  prudent  both  for  yourself 
and  me." 

To  tliis  Dr  Bell  characteristically  replied — ^^  You 
are  a  prudent  young  man,  and  act  wisely.  I  am  grown 
too  old  and  inveterate  to  profit  by  such  good  advice  and 
example.  Video  melioray  &c.  Go  I  must  ;  but  I  by 
no  means  recommend  you  to  go.  I  hâve  ordered  a 
cliaise,  and  shall  let  you  know  when  it  is  ready,  though 
I  do  not  advise  your  going." 

Dr  Bell  accordingly  went  and  retumed  the  same  day 
to  Durham,  having  been  much  satisfied  with  Bamford's 
progress  in  the  Barrington  school  ;  and  hère  it  will  not 
be  inappropriate  to  take  a  brief  retrospect  of  this  insti- 
tution, which  was  certainly  next  in  importance  to  the 
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Central  school^  and^  indeed^  had  preceded  it  in  point 
of  time. 

This  institution,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  plan- 
ned  in  1808.  The  school  was  not,  however,  opened 
until  May  1810,  on  which  occasion  Mr  Baker  thus 
wrote  to  Dr  Bell  : — "  The  new  school  is  to  be 
opened  on  the  26th  of  May,  of  course  with  due 
solemnity.  You  I  want  to  persuade  to  take  your 
share  in  more  ways  than  one.  First,  let  me  beg  a 
sermon  from  you  on  the  occasion — b,  very  interesting 
one — the  day  being  our  munificent  patron's  birthday, 
and  the  thing  to  be  done  being  a  triumph  of  the  Madras 
System.  Your  objections  to  preaching,  I  confess,  you 
hâve  not  left  me  ignorant  of  ;  but  on  such  a  day,  with 
such  a  solcmnity,  it  is  impossible,  not  only  in  my  judg- 
ment,  but  in  that  of  every  one  with  whom  I  hâve  con- 
versed,  that  a  sermon  should  be  preached  by  any  one 
but  you.  I  really  would  not  wish  to  impose  on  you  a 
disagreeablo  task,  but,  as  inspecter  of  the  school,  I 
could  not  suffer  any  one  to  intrude  on  your  province. 

"  In  the  next  place,  I  purpose,  for  the  due  célébration 
of  60  grand  an  event,  to  treat  the  scholars  with  a  sub- 
stantial  banquet  of  beef  and  plum-pudding.  For  this 
purpose  I  am  about  to  beg  a  couple  of  guineas  from  a 
few  friends,  most  nearly  connected  with  the  bishop, 
and  most  earnestly  attached  to  the  Madras  System. 

I  believe  we  shall  begin  with  120  chil- 

dren,  almost  ail  well  drilled  if  we  except  the  Blue-coat 
boys,  and  a  few  children  who  hâve  not  yet  attended 
school.*' 

Dr  Bell  accordingly  preached  on  this  occasion.  He 
would  not,  however,  consent  to  the  arrangement  prof- 
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posed  conceming  the  entertainment^  having  determined 
on  providing  it  at  his  own  expense.  This  he  did,  and 
entertained;  in  addition  to  the  children,  (who  amount- 
ed  to  129,)  sixty-seven  of  the  neighbourlng  gentry, 
who  had  attended  the  opening  of  the  Bchool. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  (1810,)  an  account 
of  the  progress  of  this  institution  was  pubUshed  by  Sîr 
Thomas  Bernard;  which  he  repubUshed  in  1812,  with 
many  additions.  In  this  publication  he  speaks  most 
higUy  of  the  benefits  that  had  resulted  from  this  esta- 
blishment, which  had,  he  says,  ^^  been  the  means  of 
dearing  the  streets  of  Bishop's-Auckland  of  children, 
and  of  greatly  promoting  the  regularity  of  their  attend- 
ance  on  divine  service,  besides  having  brought  pro- 
mising  and  élever  children  into  notice,  and  giving  acti* 
vity  and  energy  to  the  minds  of  others  who  had  been 
deemed  incurably  duU  and  idle." 

It  also  appears  that,  within  a  few  months  after 
the  opening  of  the  school,  it  commenced  sending  out 
its  emissaries  to  plant  the  System  in  othcr  places. 
In  the  course  of  1810,  one  of  the  youths  on  the 
foundation  was  made  usher  of  a  new  school  at 
Gateshead  ;  another  had  been  appointcd  master  of  a 
school  at  Holy  Island  ;  and  a  third,  after  having  been 
employed  in  organizing  a  school  at  Red  Marshall»  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Auckland,  had  been  appointed 
master  of  a  new  school  at  Haltwhistle,  from  whence  he 
was  afterwards  sent  to  Exeter,  in  the  employment  of 
the  Diocesan  Society. 

In  1815,  Sir  Thomas  Bernard  published  another 
édition  of  his  account  of  this  school,  in  which  he  thus 
continues  its  history  : — "  The  last  account  of  the  Bar- 
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rington  school  was  brought  down  to  November  1810. 
Its  progress  sînce  that  time  bas  been  commensiirate  to 
the  wishes  and  hopcs  of  its  benevolent  founder;  for 
while  it  bas  supplied  tbe  poor  cbildren  of  Auckland 
and  tbe  neigbbourbood  witb  éducation^  and  tbereby 
improved  tbeir  Kioral  and  religions  babits,  it  bas  been 
extensively  useful  to  otber  parts  of  tbe  kingdom,  by 
forming  and  training  tbe  most  promising  of  tbose  cbil- 
dren to  be^  at  an  early  âge,  tbe  masters  of  tbose  scbools 
in  some  of  tbe  most  populous  places  in  tbe  kingdom^ 
wbere  tbey  bave  distinguisbed  tbemselves,  and  done 
bonour  to  tbe  patronage  from  wbence  tbey  bave  derived 
tbe  power  of  being  useful.  It  bas  also  bad  tbe  effect 
of  contributing  to  tbe  prevalence  of  tbe  new  System  of 
edueation,  by  qualifying  young  men  (tbe  masters  or 
usbers  of  otber  scbools)  wbo  bave  been  sent  to  Auck- 
land for  instruction.  Twenty-two  of  tbese  persons^ 
practised  at  tbe  Barrington  scbool  in  Dr  Bell's  new 
metbod,  are  now  employed  as  masters  at  Leeds,  Ripon, 
Cbester,  Carlisle,  and  otber  places." 

Ample  testimony  is  also  borne  to  tbe  extensive  utility 
of  tbis  institution,  in  tbe  Report  of  tbe  Durbam  Dio- 
cesan  Society  for  1814,  wbere  it  is  stated  tbat,  under 
tbe  superintendence  of  individuals  trained  tbere,  *'  tbe 
large  scbools  of  Carlisle,  Coleorton,  Dudley,  Exeter, 
Gatesbead,  Gainsborougb,  Halifax,  Leeds,  Mancbester, 
Macclesfield,  Sbeffield,  Wakefield,  Wincbester,  and 
York,  containing,  with  several  otbers  of  less  impor- 
tance, about  6800  cbildren,  were  first  arranged."  In- 
dépendent,  tberefore,  of  tbe  benefits  wbicb  accrued 
to  tbe  town  and  immédiate  vicinity  of  Bisbop's- Auck- 
land, from  the  gratuitous  éducation  obtained   at  tbe 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  9 

fiarrington  school,  it  had  already  been  the  direct 
means  of  establishing  other  institutions  capable  of  con- 
taining  more  tban  8000  children. 

But,  to  return  to  Dr  Bell  : — His  health  being  now 
re-established,  he  quitted  Durham  on  the  lOth  of 
December  for  Leeds,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Lady 
SitwelPs,  Renishaw,  Chesterfield,  where  he  had  been 
previously  invited.  During  his  stay  hère,  he  visited 
the  schools  at  Sheffield,  of  which  he  reported  very 
fevourably,  and,  before  his  departure,  received  a  vote 
of  thanks  from  the  trustées,  for  his  attention  to  thèse 
institutions. 

Meantime,  a  request  was  made  to  Dr  Bell,  by  the 
committee  of  the  Durham  society,  for  permission  to 
retain  Mr  Bamford  for  some  time  longer  in  the  diocess. 
This  was  acceded  to,  and  he  continued  visiting  and 
organizing  schools  in  that  part  of  the  country  until  the 
end  of  February,  when  he  returned  to  London. 

Dr  Bell  remained  at  Renishaw  until  the  end  of  the 
month,  and  then  went  to  Birmingham,  having  dec|ined 
several  pressing  invitations  to  visit  other  friends.  Hère 
he  seems  to  hâve  been  actively  employed.  ^^  I  bave 
raised  such  a  host  hère,*'  he  writes  to  Lord  Kenyon, 
"  and  bave  made  such  able  couverts  as  would  surprise 
you.     The  schools  will  thrive  from  this  day  forward. 

You  cannot  imagine  how  much  jealousy 

is  created  by  the  prosélytes,  who  are  %iade  from  the 
most  respectable  and  able  of  the  opposition.  .  .  . 
My  stay  hère,  as  elsewhere,"  he  continues,  "  can  only  be 
palliated  by  the  quantity  of  good  which  I  beUeve  I  bave 
done.  I  want  to  teach  your  lordship  how  impossible 
it  is  for  me,  while  I  follow  my  own  trade,  to  tell  how 
long  I  may  stay  in  any  place.     Nothing  but  such  a 
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host  of  Madras  scholars,  raîsed  by  my  friend  Dr  Out- 
ram^  who  left  tfais  two  days  ago  on  affairs^  could  hâve 
detained  me  so  long." 

From  Birmingham  he  visîted  Mrs  Priée  of  Baginton^ 
near  Coventry;  thereby,  he  says,  performing  a  pro- 
mise of  three  years*  standing;  and  having  remained 
there  a  week,  proceeded  to  London,  where  he  arrived 
about  the  middle  of  January,  and  took  up  his  quarters 
in  Princes*  Street,  Bedford  Row. 

One  of  his  first  occupations,  on  his  arrivai  in  town, 
was  the  final  préparation  of  his  long-talked  of  Ludus 
Literarius  for  the  press.  This  being  completed  by 
May,  an  édition  of  1000  copies  was  pubUshed  by 
Rivington,  a  share  in  the  undertaking  having  been 
offered  to,  and  declined  by,  Mr  Murray. 

The  time  and  labour  he  had  spent  on  this  work  was 
most  extraordinary,  and  can  hardly  be  imagined  by 
those  who  were  not  eyewitnesses  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  attended  to  the  minutiae  of  his  publications. 
It  had  been  corrected  and  recorrected,  and  submitted 
over  and  over  again,  to  his  friends.  My  father  was 
especially  applied  to  for  his  corrections,  who,  on  re- 
turning  the  Doctor  some  proof-sheets,  which  had  been 
sent  for  that  purpose,  observed — ^^  As  for  my  pencil 
marks,  they  were  made  rather  to  show  how  wiUingly 
I  would  do  whatever  you  wished,  than  because  they 
were  needful.  I  hâve  often  told  you  that  you  are 
anxious  overmuch  about  such  things — ^you  who,  of  ail 
men,  might  most  safely  neglect  them.  This  volume 
will  probably  complète  your  literary  labours;  and, 
sooner  or  later,  it  will  do  its  work.  We  shall  neither 
of  us  live  to  see  the  mustard-seed  grown  up  into  a  tree, 
but  I  hope  and  trust  that  we  shall  see  it  a  thriving 
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saplingy  pushing  forth  every  year  more  vigorous  shoots 
than  the  last.'* 

And  again^  on  the  publication  of  the  work  in  June^ 
my  father  writes  : — "  I  congratulate  you  upon  having 
at  length  completed  your  labours^  and  completed  them 

80  well It  is  very  good^  and^  sooner 

or  later^  must  do  its  work,  The  public  schools  will, 
perhaps^  be  the  last  to  admit  the  truth  :  they  are  proud 
of  their  présent  state,  and  wiQ  probably  contend  strenu- 
ously  for  their  présent  practice,  forgetting  how  many 
boys  are  sent  away  almost  as  ignorant  as  they  came. 
I  remember  some  at  Westminster  who  never  learnt  one 
lesson,  nor  did  one  exercise  for  themselves^  and  who 
left  school  when  they  were  in  the  shell  form,  (the 
highest  but  one,)  utterly  unable  to  construe  a  verse  in 
the  Greek  or  Latin  Testament. 

^'  I  shall  venture  to  express  a  wish  that  Latin  should 
be  spoken  in  the  upper  school,  as  French  is  donc  in 
schools  where  it  is  taught.  There  are  strong  reasons, 
political  as  weU  as  literary,  for  desiring  this.  Latin 
ought  to  be  the  language  of  diplomacy,  and  of  the 
learned  and  well  educated,  as  it  was  in  Elizabeth's 
reign.  Any  thing  that  would  tend  to  put  French  out 
of  fashion  is  most  deroutly  to  be  wished." 

This  work  had  been  published  under  the  title  of 
**  Eléments  of  Tuition.  Part  III.  Ludus  Literarius  : 
The  Classical  and  Grammar  School  ;  or,  an  Exposition 
of  an  Experiment  in  Education  made  at  Madras  in  the 
years  1789-96,  with  a  view  to  its  introduction  into 
Schools  for  the  Higher  Orders  of  Children,  and  with 
particular  suggestions  for  its  application  to  a  Grammar 
School." 
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This  title  called  forth  Mr  D,  P.  Watts'  animadver- 
sions,  who  thus  remarked  upon  it  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell  : 
"  I  took  a  liberty,  after  my  habit^  in  commenting  on  the 
title,  '  Ludus  Literarius.'  I  now  take  another,  in  down- 
right  wrath  at  your  publishing  it,  hid  under  the  title  of 
*  Eléments  of  Tuition,  Part  III.'  I  name  it  Ludus 
Literarius  wherever  I  mention  and  recommend  it." 
And  he  again  refers  to  it  in  a  letter  of  the  following 
day,  saying,  '^he  would  not  be  reconciled  with  him 
till  he  printed  the  Ludus  Literarius  in  a  separate  tract, 
at  a  reduced  price,  for  more  convenient  circulation. 
What  I  "  he  continues,  "  pay  twelve  shillings  for  a  reca- 
pitulation of  Parts  I.  and  II.  in  Vol.  III.,  and  by  such 
means  confuse  the  title  and  contract  the  sale  of  the 
véritable  Latin  Ludus  !  But,  my  dear  sir,  did  you 
procure  one  of  the  Christ's  Hospital  grammars  before  you 
put  ÛiQ  finis  to  L.  L.  ?  The  Christ*s  Hospital  grammar 
is  English  and  Latin  ;  teaching  Latin  by  English,  al- 
tered  from  the  Eton,  on  purpose  for  the  calibre  of  poor 
illiterate  pupils,  collected  from  the  lower  walks  of  life. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  classify  leamers  of 

Latin  than  of  English — more  easy  to  find  twenty  or 
thirty  English  learners  who  may  be  classed  together 
than  the  same  number  in  Latin;  if  a  class  tolerably 
equal  could  be  collected  in  Latin,  their  equality  would 
be  so  even  that  there  would  be  few  competitors  and  few 
removals  ;  therefore  the  stimulus  of  ascent  and  descent 
would  be  seldom  excited — each  would  continue  station* 
ary  :  not  so  in  English.  Or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
the  best  capacities  in  Latin  would  remain  always  at  the 
top,  and  the  worst  at  the  bottom,  unalterably/' 

Dr  Bell's  reply  to  thèse  remarks  is  too  characteristic 
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to  be  omitted  ;  he  it  remembered,  however,  that  this 
by-play  of  criticism^  did  not  in  the  least  interfère  with 
the  friendly  feelings  of  the  parties  concemed. 

'^  You  hâve  written  to  me  the  opinion  of  hostile  men. 
They  are  ail  and  every  one  of  them  groundless  and 
worthless.     A  discovery  is  made  and  is  given  without 
patent^  and  at  an  incredible  expense  to  the  author^  and 
it  is  too  dear  to  those  who  profit  by  it  at  four  shillings 
and  twelve  shillings  !    It  should  hâve  been  published  in 
quarto^  and  sold  for  five  guineas — this  has  sensé  in  it. 
It  never  sold  at  one  shilling.     But  it  must  be  brought 
to  contempt.     AU  that  is  said  about  the  différence 
between  Latin  and  English  is  perfect  nonsense^  and 
iintrue.     You  will  not  soon  be  reconciled  by  me.     I  do 
not  go  to  ask  advico  of  adversaries  who  hâve  told  you 
ail  this.     What  had  I  to  do  with  the  Christ's  Hospital 
grammar  ?     Lily  was  my  object.     Who  but  Hospital 
men  would  hâve  thought  so?     What!  poor  illiterate 
pupils  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  !      Oh,  shame  to 
the  Hospital!  Look  at  Baldwin's  gardens!  butnothing 
will  cure  ignorance,  and  trick,  and  design.     Look  at 
onr  great  schools,  and  never  again  let  them  tell  you, 
with  impunity,  and  without  disgrâce,  that  it  is  easier  to 
find  twenty  or  thirty  English  than  Latin  scholars  on  a 
level  !     Fie  upon  the  authors  of  that  nonsense  !     Did 
not  your  Christ's  Hospital  say  as  much  for  flogging  in 
English,  as  they  now  do  for  Latin  against  English  ! 

"The  author  expects  no  famé  but  blâme;  but  he 
knows,  with  infaJlible  certainty,  that  the  next  âge,  and 
when  he  is  gone,  will  do  justice  to  his  Ludus  Liter^ 
arius  ;  I  mean  to  the  truths  it  contains  :  as  for  the  exé- 
cution, it  neither  deserves,  nor  will  obtain  praise. 
"  Excuse  my  excessive  haste  ;  tell  ail  I  say  as  your 
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own  (not  mine)  to  our  adversaries^  just  as  you  tell  what 
is  theirs,  not  yours,  to  me/* 

Copies  of  this  publication  were  sent  by  him  to  more 
of  his  friends,  from  whom  he  received  numerous  com- 
mendations  of  it  ;  among  others  the  Bishop  of  Durham 
thus  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  copy  some  time 
afterwards  : — 

"  Could  I  hâve  earlier  learnt  in  what  quarter  of  the 
globe  you  are^  I  should  not  hâve  been  thus  tardy  in 
thanking  you  for  your  last  valuable  literary  présent.  I 
can,  with  truth,  assure  you  that  I  hâve  read  it  with 
much  attention^  and  much  pleasure.  I  augur  favour- 
ably  of  its  success,  not  merely  from  the  intrinsic  merit 
of  the  work,  but  from  the  modesty  of  the  language 
relating  to  yourself,  and  the  very  handsome  manner  in 
which  you  express  yourself  respecting  the  learning  of 
the  masters  of  our  great  schools.  This,  I  conçoive,  will 
contribute  much  to  conciUate  their  minds  to  the  pro- 
posed  altérations.  Immédiate,  however,  or  total  adoption 
you  cannot  expect.  It  will  require  time  to  consider 
your  plan  in  ail  its  bearings,  and  to  surmount  those 
préjudices  from  which  even  the  strongest  understand- 
ings  are  not  always  free." 

We  must  now  again,  after  an  interval  of  eight  years, 
recur  to  the  différence  so  far  between  Dr  and  Mrs  Bell, 
which  unfortunately  still  continued,  as  to  mention  that, 
in  June  of  the  présent  year,  (1816,)  a  regular  deed  of 
séparation  was  drawn  up  and  finally  executed. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Mr  Jobnson's  account  of  his  ScholasticTour — MrsRothman  and  Family  attend 
the  Central  School — The  Queen  applies  for  a  Schoolmistress — Anniver- 
sary  of  the  Borough>road  School  Society^State  of  the  Central  School, 
and  proceedings  of  the  National  Society. 

f 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  other  avocations  in 
which  Dr  Bell  had  been  engaged,  durîng  liis  absence 
from  London^  in  the  preceding  suminer  and  autumn^ 
his  anxiety  for  the  success  of  the  Central  school  did 
not  diminish,  nor  his  correspondence  concerning  it 
grow  less  fréquent.  The  great  importance  which  he 
attached  to  this  institution^  and  the  almost  continuai 
attention^  whether  absent  or  présent^  that  he  paid  to 
its  progress^  from  its  foundation  until  the  time  of  his 
decease^  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  it  from 
time  to  time. 

'*  My  old  friend  and  school-fellow,  Wilberforce," 
writes  Mr  Walmesley  toDr  Bell,  in  July  1814,  "came 
to  visit  us  yesterday  by  appointment,  and  expressed 
himself  highly  gratified  :  he  said  he  had  visited  the 
Lancasterian  school  in  the  borough,  and  was  disgusted 
at  the  pertness  and  self-sufficiency  of  the  teachers, 
which  he  could  not  help  contrasting  with  the  unas- 
suming  modesty  of  those  in  our  school.  I  told  him  I 
hoped  the  merits  of  the  institution  would  be  noticed  by 
Parliament  ;  for,  my  dear  sir,  allow  me  to  say,  without 
flattery,  the  more  I  consider  the  beauty  of  your  System, 
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aB  subsidiary  to  the  diffusion  of  religions  and  moral 
instruction,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  value  of 
that  boon  which  you  bave  presented,  pot  only  to  this 
country,  but,  I  confidently  trust,  in  time,  to  the  whole 
world." 

Soon  afterwards,  Mr  Johnson  set  out  upon  another 
scholastic  tour,  in  which  he  proposed  to  visit  Newbury, 
Hungerford,  Marlborough,  Bath,  Bristol,  Wrington,  and 
Hereford.  In  the  course  of  this  journey,  he  also  visited 
Barley  Wood,  having  procured  an  introduction  to  Mrs 
Hannah  More,  of  whom  he  says  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell 
after  bis  return  : — "  Her  schools  are  ail  her  dehgbt  ;  she 
talked  much  of  you,  and  told  me  she  was  very  anxious 
to  avail  herself  of  the  ^  wonderful  System,*  and  that  she 
had  attempted  to  introduce  it  into  one  of  her  schools, 
by  having  the  master's  daughter  from  Bristol,  (a  girl 
thirteen  years  old.)  She  was  désirons  that  I  should 
see  ît.  We  accordingly  set  off,  (a  distance  of  ten  miles  ;) 
but,  alas!  it  was  muchworse  than  nothing,  and  that  I  told 

her  in  plain  terms I  endeavoured  to  explain 

to  the  ladies  what  a  Madras  school  ought  to  be,  and 
proceeded  to  exemplify  it  by  selecting  some  of  the  best 
chiidren,  and  forming  them  into  a  class.  I  no  sooner 
began,  than  the  whole  appeared,  by  the  learned  ladies, 
to  be  comprehended  and  understood.  They  were  de- 
lighted — they  were  almost  in  raptures  with  it  ;  and  Mrs 
Patty  More,  the  youngest  sister,  declared  she  would  go 
to  London,  and  leam  the  whole  plan  herself.  I  advised 
them  to  become  united  to  the  National  Society,  which 
I  bave  no  doubt  will  be  donc.  They  bave  no  fewer 
than  1200  chiidren  in  that  insulated  spot,  whom  they 
call  their  own  ;  and  since  they  first  began  their  Sunday 
school,  about  twenty  years  ago,  they  bave  instructed 
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upwards  of  20,000  ;  principally  the  cliildren  of  minera 
and  colliers." 

In  another  letter  written  shortly  afterwards,  Mr 
Johnson  continues  hîs  account  of  this  journey  ;  and  spé- 
cifies the  benefit  which  he  conceîved  had  resulted  from 
it,  Dr  BeU  having  previously  expressed  some  doubts  as 
to  whether  his  whole  time  and  attention  would  not  be 
more  profitably  bestowed  on  the  Central  School. 

"  By  the  way,"  he  writes,  "I  now  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  I  had  reason  to  believe  my  visit  was  of  no  small 
service,  and  I  trust  will  be  productive  of  some  real  good. 
It  was  of  service  in  thèse  respects.  First,  inasmuch  as 
it  afforded  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  the  defects 
of  particular  schools,  which  before  had  been  held  up  as 
models — and  models  they  certainly  were  of  disorder  and 
confusion,  and  ail  that  was  bad  ;  and  thereby  in  deceiv- 
îng  the  devotees.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that  the 
greatest  part  should  be  satisfied  with  their  own,  how- 
ever  bad.  In  the  next  place,  as  it  aflforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  setting  forth,  and  showing  to  master,  scholar, 
and  visiter,  what  their  school  ought  to  be — ^what  it 
might  be,  and  what  it  would  be,  if  they  did  but  know, 
and  do  their  duty  by  it.  And  in  the  third  place,  as  it  was 
the  means  of  producing  an  interest  for  the  real  welfare 
of  the  schools,  among  the  supporters  and  visitors  ;  and 
a  decided  détermination,  at  whatever  price,  to  hâve 
their  school  upon  a  footing  with  those  of  respectability. 
For  instance,  at  Bath  they  were  dissatisfied,  took  the 
hint,  and  applied  immediately  to  London  for  a  master. 
At  Bristol  the  sore  was  felt  so  much,  as  to  induce  them, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  apply  for  an  ahle  locumtenens 
to  take  charge  of  their  school,  while  their  master  was 
receiving  every  requisite  instruction  in  London,  that 
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they  might  keep  pace  with  districts  of  less  importance. 
At  Wrington,  they  were  convinced  of  the  inefficacy 
of  Poole's  quackery — had  their  school  united  to  the 
National  Society,   and  their  master  is  now  receîving 
instructions  in  Baldwin  gardens.      At  Monmouth,  a 
new  school  was  formed  for  300  children,  and  a  master 
obtained  from  the  Central  school,  who,  I  hâve  heard,  is 
going  on  remarkably  well.     At  Hereford,  so  little  had 
been  done  in  the  boys'  school  —  and,  under  exist- 
ing  cîrcumstances,  nothing  more  could  hâve  been  ex- 
pected — that  they  saw  at  once  the  necessity  of  fiirther 
assistance,  and  were  induced  to  apply  for  relief;  and  at 
their  particular  désire,  a  master  and  a  boy  hâve  been  sent 
from  headquarters.  At  Worcester,  they  had  been  labour^ 
ing  for  months  and  years  under  the  mistakèn  idea,  that 
theirs  was  a  Madras  school,  and  a  good  one  too,  which 
conclusion  had  been  repeatedly  confirmed  by  their  good 
diocesan,  though  not  a  little  to  the  annoyance  of  some 
who  had  read  about  'marked  books — order — perfect 
instruction — children  taking  a  pleasure  in  their  school 
— a  possibility  of  dispensing  with  corporal  punishment,' 
and  many  other  things,  not  one  of  which  ever  had  been 
seen  at  Worcester.     Now,  sir,  if  my  whole  fortnight 
had  been  spent  hère,  in  doing  what  was  effected  in  one 
day,  I  should  hâve  thought  it  had  been  well  bestowed. 
On  my  arrivai,  1  called  upon  the  secretary,  the  Rev. 
Mr  George,  who,  being  anxious  about  the  school,  was 
delighted  to  see  me.     He  sent  immediately  to  ail  the 
résident  prebendaries,  and  others  of  the  comraittee,  and 
had  them  assembled  at  the  school  to  hear  an  examina- 
tion  ;  but  after  a  few  enquiries  about  the  marked  books, 
and  an  attempt  to  hear  one  or  two  of  the  classes,  ît 
appeared  they  were  not  ready  for  an  examination. 
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Ail  the  teachers  and  best  boys  were  formed  into  a 
dass,  and  though  stupid  at  first,  our  efforts  were  at- 
tended  witb  great  success^  and  much  to  the  satisfaction 
and  approbation  of  those  présent.  The  point  was 
gained;  and  the  gentlemen  seemed  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  admiring,  for  the  first  time  perhaps^  the  beau- 
tiful  effects  of  the  Madras  System  ;  and  one  and  ail 
resolved  to  hâve  the  school  upon  a  better  plan.  But 
the  bishop  being  absent^  (and  they  cannot  act  without 
their  head^)  it  appeared  necessary  to  postpone  the  refor- 
mation till  next  meeting.** 

In  the  mean  time^  a  somewhat  striking  instance  of 
enthusiasm^  in  the  cause  of  éducation^  occurred  at  the 
Central  school,  in  the  attendance  there  of  Mrs  Roth- 
man's  daughters,  her  son,  a  Westminster  scholar,  and 
their  firiend  Miss  Harrison,  who  had  formerly  been 
parishioners  of  Dr  Bell's  at  Swanage  ;  and  with  whom 
he  had  been  staying,  both  at  Ludlow  and  during  his 
visit  to  Ryde.  At  this  time  they  were  contemplating  a 
résidence  in  Switzerland,  and  being  désirons  of  intro- 
ducing  the  new  System  into  that  oountry,  they  came  to 
London  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  practically  ac- 
quainted  with  its  détails  ;  and  haying  a  letter  to  Mr 
Johnson  from  Dr  Bell,  they  regularly  attended  the 
dasses  of  the  Central  school  for  a  month.  This  circum- 
stance  called  forth  the  acknowledgment  of  the  School 
committee,  who  passed  and  caused  to  be  communicated 
to  Mrs  Rothman,  a  resolution  expressive  of  the  high 
satisfaction  "  with  which  they  had  contemplated  this 
meritorious  instance  of  zeal  and  condescension." 

*'  It  is  with  something  Uke  grief,"  writes  Mr  Johnson 
to  Dr  Bell  about  the  middle  of  September,  "  that  I  tell 
you  the  time  draws  near  to  a  close,  when  your  amiable 
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friends  (I  would  also  fain  call  them  mine)  must  leave  us. 
It  îs  said  to  be  to-day  !  One  and  ail  bave  distinguished 
themselves — ail  are  amiable  and  élever  ;  but  Richard  I 
tbink  a  very  extraordinary  youth;  and  I  am  sure  you 
will  not  be  sorry  to  hear,  that  he  is  becomc  as  great  an 
enthusiast  for  tbe  Madras  System  as  bis  master,  (Dr 
Carey.)  He  bas  worked  bis  way  tbrougb  tbe  wbole  of  our 
classes — bas  acted  in  tbe  différent  capacities  of  teacber, 
sub-usber,  and  monitor  of  tbe  wbole  scbool,  wbicb 
offices  bave  been  fiUed  mucb  to  my  satisfaction,  and  to 
bis  crédit.  And,  wbat  was  tbe  more  pleasing,  be  rose 
at  five  o'clock  in  tbe  morning  to  prépare  bis  own  task 
for  ^^  Black  Monday/'  and  wben  he  could  not  come  to 
tbe  Central  scbool  in  tbe  morning,  be  came  in  tbe 
afternoon.  He  left  us  yesterday.  I  could  wish  also  to 
give  you  a  full  account  of  tbe  amiable  ladies;  but  being  a 
little  apprehensive  I  should  be  tempted  to  say  too  mucb, 
I  leave  it  to  themselves,  as  tbey  are  more  equal  to  tbe 
task.** 

Shortly  after  tbis,  an  application  was  made  by  tbe 
Queen  to  tbe  National  Society,  for  a  person  to  organize 
tbe  Windsor  scbool  on  tbe  Madras  System.  There  was 
not,  bowever,  any  person  in  training  at  that  time,  wbo 
was  thought  fit  to  undertake  tbis  office  ;  and  in  consé- 
quence it  was  suggested,  that  Mrs  Rogers,  tbe  mîstress 
of  tbe  girls*  scbool,  should  go  to  Windsor  for  that  pur- 
pose,  tbe  Misses  Rothman,  and  their  friend  Miss  Har- 
rison,  baving  very  kindly  oflfered  to  supply  ber  place 
during  ber  absence.  Tbis  ofièr  was  communicated  to 
tbe  committee,  and  by  them  to  their  head,  tbe  Arch- 
bishop,  wbo  unfortunately  was  then  absent  in  Notting- 
bamsbire  ;  and  some  delay,  in  conséquence,  occurring 
before  a  détermination  could  be  come  to  on  tbe  subject. 
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the  Queen  had  obtained  a  mistre^s  from  some  other 
quarter. 

The  trainîng  masters  had  hitherto,  as  we  hâve  seen, 
been  a  great  obstacle  to  the  order  and  regularity  of 
the  Central  school  :  and  it  had  long  been  an  object  of 
anxiety  to  Dr  Bell  and  Mr  Johnson,  to  devise  means 
for  lessening  thîs  evil.  An  attempt  vras  now  made  to 
accompUsh  this,  by  placing  them  in  classes  like  the  rest 
of  the  school,  registering  their  examinations  and  indi- 
vidual  progress,  and  by  placing  them  according  to  their 
relative  proficiency,  instead  of,  as  previously,  according 
to  their  seniority.  This  was  attended  with  great  suc- 
cess.  "  The  plan  for  the  masters,"  writes  Mr  Johnson, 
^'answers  amazingly;  it  is  really  ridiculous  to  see  their 
anxiety  to  get  a  place  in  the  class  ;  but  the  complaints 
now  are,  that  no  places  can  be  had,  so  great  is  their 
émulation." 

Some  time  after,  Mr  Johnson  again  writes  on  the 
same  subject — '^  We  hâve  sixteen  masters  and  six  mis- 
tresses  in  one  class,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs  Rogers 
and  myself.  They  occasionally,  and  in  turn,  attend 
the  school  ;  ail  are  very  obedient  and  attentive,  and  aJl, 
I  trust,  are  doing  well,  except  two  or  three,  owing  to  a 
real  want  of  capacîty  in  themselves.  Such  is  the  diflS- 
culty  we  hâve  to  contend  with,  even  in  this  advanced 
State  of  forwardness,  They  are  not  our  own,  but  sent 
to  be  instructed.  This  bas  been  the  case  before,  and 
I  am  afraid,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  will  be  so 
in  future.  The  only  means  to  remedy  this  evil,  is  to 
retain  our  able  boys  and  girls  ;  and  then  we  shall  hâve 
Madras  masters  and  mistresses.  I  hâve  long  wished  to 
speak  on  this  subject,  and  am  more  than  ever  convinced 
of  its  importance  and  necessity  ;  but  owing  to  their  very 
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narrow  circumstances  at  home,  I  am  satisfied  it  never 
can  be  done,  unless  the  children  are  indentured,  and 
some  small  allowance  made  them  by  the  society.  But 
this  will  be  an  after  considération,  The  girts  you 
will  find  doing  well  under  Mrs  Rogers,  and  increased 
in  numbers  nearly  to  240.  And  in  the  other  sehool, 
you  will  find  nearly  600  children,  divided  into  fourteen 
classes  in  beautiful  order  ;  and  ail  the  classes  perfect, 
and  complotely  and  entirely  managed  by  two  boys, 
twelve  and  thirteen  years  of  âge.  We  mako  use  of  two, 
by  way  of  counterpoise  to  each  other,  though  one  is  ail 
that  is  necessary." 

The  Central  school  was  now  beginning  to  excite  a 
good  deal  of  attention  among  foreigners,  many  of  whom 
visited  it  at  this  time.  It  appears,  however,  that  Lan- 
caster  and  his  friends  had  more  continental  influence 
than  the  National  Society  ;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
the  successful  efforts  of  this  body,  and  their  very  exten- 
sive  opérations,  the  power  of  the  other  pâxty  was  still 
great,  and  rapidly  increasing.  The  foUowing  account 
of  their  anniversary,  in  November  1814,  given  by  Mr 
Johnson  to  Dr  Bell,  will  not  be  deemed  uninterest- 
ing  :— 

*'  Now,  with  regard  to  another  topic,  I  hare  long 
been  thinking  that  our  opponents  (something  I  musl 
call  them — and  they  are  not  friends)  would  erelong 
die  a  natural  dcath  ;  but  I  was  ignorant  of  their  real 
strength.  I  ara  now  convinced  that  they  are  not  to  be 
despised. 

"  Saturday  last,  (^observe,  our  half  holidxiy^  I  at- 
tended  their  anniversary,  which  was  held  at  the  Free- 
masons'  Tavern,  in  the  large  room.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  the  Duke  of  Kent  at  two  o'clock.     His  royal 
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highness  was  supported  on  the  right  by  Whitbread, 
and  on  the  left  by  Brougbam.  I  was  quîte  astonished 
at  80  numerous  and  so  respectable  an  assembly.  The 
room  was  as  fiiU  as  it  could  hold  ;  the  galleries  also.  I 
think  there  could  not  be  many  short  of  2000  people 
présent.  The  principal  speakers  were  the  Duke  of 
Kent,(who  speaks  well,)  Messrs  Whitbread,  Brougham, 
Andersen,  Feldborg,  Dr  Collyer,  Schwape,  Count  de 
la  Borde,  and  many  others,  foreigners  as  well  as  Eng- 
lish.  The  report  of  last  year's  proceedings  was  read. 
I  could  not  hear  distinctly  ;  but  I  rather  think  some 
hard  sayings  were  advanced  respecting  the  National 
Society.  It  will  be  printed.  Some  new  resolutions 
were  made,  which  cannot  fail  of  raising  their  famé  in 
spite  of  ail  defects.  A  foreign  correspondence  was 
resolved  upon,  and  a  subscription,  exclusively  for  foreign 
purposes,  was  opened,  which  appeared  to  take  welL 
The  whole  was  admirably  conducted,  and  well  calcu- 
lated  to  make  friends,  though  many  hard  things 
were  said  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon.  They  are 
sure  of  getting  hold  of  ail  foreigners — ^this  is  their 
stronghold.'* 

Early  in  December,  the  annual  examination  of  the 
Central  school  took  place,  before  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Bishops  of  London  and  Carlisle,  the 
Earl  of  Harrowby,  and  other  members  of  the  gênerai 
committee — ail  of  whom  expressed  themselyes  highly 
satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  school.  Lord  Harrowby, 
it  appears,  was  especially  pleased,  and  immediately 
subscribed  an  additional  100  guîneas  to  the  National 
Society. 

The  chief  emissary  of  the  National  Society  at  this 
time  was  Mr  Grever,  who  bas  been  already  mentioned 
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as  having  organized  some  schools  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  also  one  at  Derby,  in  1812.  From  that  time  he 
had  been  almost  constantly  employed  in  arranging 
schools  in  diflferent  parts  of  the  country.  Among  others, 
he  organized  those  of  Manchester,  Salford,  Leeds,  Bol- 
ton,  York,  and  Sheffield;  and  received  numerous  ac- 
knowledgments  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  at 
thèse  places.  He  was  at  tins  time  similarly  employed 
at  Bristol,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Spalding,  and 
from  thence  to  Rochdale  ;  at  ail  of  which  places  his 
labours  were  attended  with  great  success.  On  the 
whole,  the  annual  report  of  the  National  Society,  dated 
June  1815,  presented  a  most  favourable  account  of  their 
progress.  The  measures  which  had  been  taken  with 
regard  to  the  training  masters,  had  proved  very  effi- 
cacious,  and  the  number  of  scholars  had  much  in- 
creased. 

At  this  time  there  were  under  instruction  504  boys 
and  280  girls,  which,  added  to  1141  of  the  former,  and 
686  of  the  latter,  who  had  left  the  school,  having  com- 
pleted  their  éducation,  made  a  total  of  2600  children 
who  had  there  received  the  benefits  of  the  society. 
After  speaking  of  what  may  be  considered  the  domestic 
proceedings  of  the  society,  the  report  next  gave  an 
account  of  those  which  related  to  the  extension  of  its 
benefits  and  influence;  noticingparticularly  theWhite- 
chapel  Society,  which  had  lately  completed  their  spa- 
cious  schools,  and  the  committee  of  management  of  the 
united  parishes  of  St  Martins-in-the-Fields,  and  St 
Paul's,  Covent-Garden,  whereby  a  further  extension 
of  the  benefits  of  éducation  had  been  afforded,  in  one 
instance,  to  600,  and  in  the  other  to  500  children,  in 
the  opposite  extremities  of  the  metropolis. 
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"  The  extraordinary  exertîons,"  the  report  continues, 
"  of  the  managers  of  the  Westminster  Free  School, 
hâve  given  them  a  claim  to  peculiar  liberality  on  the 
part  of  the  society  ;  and  they  hâve  accordingly  received 
the  largest  grant  which  has  been,  in  any  instance, 
bestowed— ^  sum  of  £300,  in  addition  to  a  former 
donation  of  £200.  The  local  importance  of  this  insti- 
tution— the  perfection  to  which  the  national  System  has 
been  carried  in  it — the  great  profîciency  of  its  children 
in  religions  learning,  and  moral  and  industrious  habits 
— the  érection  of  an  édifice  capable  of  containing  1000 
children,  together  with  lodgings  for  the  master  and 
mistress,  at  an  expense  of  £4636,  exclusive  of  the  trade 
profits,  which  were  voluntarily  given  up  by  most  of  the 
principal  tradesmen,  and  the  great  exertion  made  by 
the  managers  in  raising  £3600  of  the  sum  requisite  for 
defiraying  the  expense — were  ail  powerfiil  claims  upon 
the  society,  and  fuUy  warranted,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  a  renewed  appeal,  and  a  renewed  extension 
of  assistance/' 

The  report  also,  after  speaking  highly  of  the  "  City 
of  London  Auxiliary  School  Society"— of  the  "  St 
Savîour's  Southward  Co-operating  Society"— of  the 
**  Marylebone  Institution  for  Instruction  and  Indus- 
try" — of  the  Charity  and  Sunday  Schools  of  St  Dun- 
Btan  in  the  West,  and  of  Bishopsgate,  and  of  many 
others  at  that  time  in  union  with  the  National  Society, 
thus  proceeds — ^^^The  state,then,  of  the  society 's  under- 
takings  will  appear  to  be  this,  that  the  societies  and 
schools  in  union  with  it,  which,  as  stated  in  the  last 
report,  were  360,  are  now  extended  to  664  ;  and  the 
number  of  children,  enjoying  under  its  auspices  the 
inestimable  benefits  of  a  religions  éducation,  is  advanced 
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from  60,000  to  97,920.  But  though  this  is  the  resuit 
of  the  labours  of  the  commîttee,  as  far  as  documents  at 
présent  in  their  possession  enable  them  to  ascertain  it^ 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  fifty-five  schools,  above 
one-fourth  of  the  accessions  of  the  year,  hâve  yet  to 
send  in  their  returns>  and  that  this  will  carry  the  total 
number  of  children,  under  the  protection  of  the  Na- 
tional Society,  far  beyond  100,000. 

"  But,**  continues  the  report,  "  the  bénéficiai  in- 
fluence of  the  National  Society,  and  the  progress  of  the 
work  in  which  it  is  engaged,  will  be  greatly  under- 
rated,  if  the  societies  and  schools  in  union  with  it  be 
alone  taken  into  the  account.  It  was  stated  last  year^ 
that  the  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  and  the  Naval 
Asylum  at  Greenwich,  were  virtually  in  union  with  the 
National  Society,  though,  from  the  peculiar  character 
of  thèse  royal  establishments,  no  formai  récognition  of 

such  union  had  taken  place The  regi- 

mental  schools  form  another  very  important  appendage 
to  the  society*s  alUances,  and  were  so  reported  in  the  last 
year's  statement.  During  the  course  of  the  présent 
year,  in  conséquence  of  an  interview  of  Dr  Bell  with 
the  adjutant-general,  Sir  H.  Calvert,  at  the  instance 
of  the  gênerai  committee,  the  elementary  books  of  the 
National  Society  hâve  been  ordered,  by  his  royal  high- 
ness  the  commander-in-chief,  to  be  used  exclusively  in 
thèse  valuable  institutions;  and  thus  bas  the  cost  of 
the  books  requisite  for  instruction  been  reduced  within 
the  compass  of  the  government  allowance,  and  a  doser 
conformity  been  effected  with  the  National  Central 
School. 

"  In  the  navy,  moreover,  a  very  conspicuous  pro- 
gress bas  been  made.  It  may  be  recoUected  that,  in  Apijil 
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1814,  at  the  désire  of  the  chaplain  ofthe  Tonnant,  a  boy 
was  sent  from  the  Central  scliool  on  board  that  ship, 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  in  introducing,  among 
the  younger  part  of  the  shîp's  Company,  the  new  mode 
pf  instruction.  Mr  Morgan  bas  recently  made  bis 
report  of  the  success  of  tbis  experiment  ;  and  he  states, 
that  the  progress  of  the  System,  in  the  short  space  of 
three  months,  and  its  visible  efiect  on  tbe  gênerai  de* 
meanour  and  orderly  conduct  of  above  forty  boys, 
were  so  striking,  as  to  bave  influenced,  in  no  small 
degree,  the  moral  conduct  of  the  crew  in  gênerai,  and 
clearly  to  prove  its  expediency  and  utility  in  the  ship  ; 
that  a  school  was  in  conséquence  formed,  at  the  request 
of  Captain  Skene,  on  board  the  Asia  ;  and  the  com- 
mander-in-chief.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  having  fre- 
quently  witnessed  the  improvement  of  the  boys,  bas  so 
decidedly  expressed  bis  approbation  of  the  proceedings, 
that  there  are  good  grounds  to  hope  that  its  gênerai 
adoption  in  the  navy  may  soon  become  a  subject  of 
serions  considération." 

The  report  then  enters  at  length  into  an  account  of 
the  différent  grants  made  by  the  Society  during  the  past 
year,  amounting  to  £4460;  and  after  enumerating 
several  individuals  who,  at  their  own  cost,  had  erected 
schools,  thus  concludes  : — 

"  Having  submitted  to  the  judgment,  and,  tbey  trust, 
to  the  approbation  of  the  meeting,  thèse  interesting  and 
satisfactory  results,  the  committee  advert  without  anxie- 
ty  to  the  deficiency  of  the  society's  fonds,  which,  as  it 
appears  from  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  are  now  ex- 
hausted.  The  views  of  those  who  instituted  tbis  grand 
national  establishment,  bave  aiready  been  realized  be- 
3nd  their  most  sanguine  anticipations  ;  and  the  extra- 
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ordînaxy  success  which  bas  hitherto  attended  theîr 
designs,  is,  in  a  great  measure,  attributable  to  the  exer- 
tions  and  influence  of  the  society.  The  work  which 
has  been  so  auspiciously  begun,  they  are  satisfied  will 
never  be  abandoned  :  their  resources  are  inexhaustible  : 
their  fand  is  the  never-failing  liberality  of  an  enlight- 
ened  nation,  ever  anxious  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
pure  religion,  and  deeply  impressed  with  the  convic- 
tion, that  a  Christian  éducation  alone  can  lay  the  soUd 
foundation  of  national  prosperity  in  the  virtue  and  piety 
of  the  people/* 


\ 
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CHAPTER  XL. 


Proposed  Contmental  Tour — Dr  Bell  risits  the  North  of  England  and  Scot- 
land — Schools  at  St  Andrews — His  Allowances  to  bis  Relations. 


M EANWHiLE  Dr  Bell  had  for  some  time  been  contem- 
plating  making  a  tour  on  the  Continent,  and  had  cor- 
responded  with  différent  indiyiduals  on  the  subject. 

One  of  the  first  letters  we  find,  alluding  to  the  pro- 
ject  of  introducing  the  Madras  System  abroad,  is  from 
Mr  Macbride  to  Dr  Bell,  dated  Paris,  August  4, 1814, 
who  says — 

*'  The  reason  of  my  writîng  is,  that  I  found  yester- 
day,  from  a  friend  of  mine,  Mr  Léo,  a  German,  who 
dévotes  himself  with  ardour  to  the  cause  of  religion 
hère,  and  who  has  prepared,  at  his  own  risk,  a  stéréo- 
type New  Testament  for  the  benefit  of  France,  that 
he  has  had  a  letter  from  Mr  Fox,  on  the  subject  of 
introducing  the  Lancasterian  System  into  Paris.  I  am 
unwilling  that  so  good  an  opportunity  should  be  lost  of 
making  this  country  acquainted  with  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem in  its  pure  and  genuine  form,  and  therefore  make 
haste  to  inform  you,  as  the  most  able  and  the  most 
anxious  to  put  them  in  the  right  road.  Neither  your 
publications  nor  Lancaster's  are,  I  believe,  at  ail  known 
hère,  except  from  a  copy  of  the  *  Instructions,'  which 
I  presented  to  Mr  Léo  ;  and  I  think  if  you  were  to 


j 


30  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

Write  to  him,  and  send  through  him  some  copies  to  the 
leading  persons  in  the  consîstories  of  the  two  Protes- 
tant churches,  that  an  excellent  opening  now  occurs  ; 
especially  as  the  Lutheran  charity  school  is  gettîng  too 
large  for  the  superintendence  of  a  single  master,  upon 
the  old  plan  :  of  course,  they  would  permit  any  French- 
man  they  could  send  over  to  be  instructed  in  Baldwin*s 
Gardens.  I  hâve  informed  Mr  Léo  of  my  intention  of 
writing  to  you,  and  hâve  begged  him  to  désire  hîs 
friend  Dr  Spurzheim,  the  companion  of  Dr  Gall,  who 
is  now  in  England,  to  visit  the  Central  school,  that  he 
may  send  such  a  report  hère  as  will  excite  curiosity  and 
interest." 

In  conséquence  of  this  letter,  Dr  Bell  wrote  to  Mr 
Walmesley,  requesting  that  he  would,  if  possible,  find 
Spurzheim.  This  he  succeeded  in,  and  thus  writes 
conceming  the  great  phrenologist's  visit  : — 

^^  Agreeable  to  your  directions,  I  lost  no  time  in 
hunting  out  Dr  Spurzheim,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
find  him  almost  immediately.  He  has  been  at  our 
school  several  times,  and  has  brought  there  Monsieur 
Cuvier,  brother  to  the  président  of  the  National  Instî- 
tute  at  Paris,  the  Austrian  ambassador,  and  his  lady, 
&c.,  ail  of  whom  expressed  themselves  in  terms  of  high 
admiration.  Dr  Spurzheim  has  promised  to  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  (and,  I  hâve  no  doubt,  with  suc- 
cess)  to  hâve  your  admirable  System  introduced  into 
Paris,  and  has  already  written  to  some  persons  of  con- 
séquence for  that  purpose.** 

It  seems  that,  at  this  time,  Mrs  Rothman  and  her 
family  (whose  attendance  at  the  Central  school  has 
been  lately  mentioned)  were  on  the  point  of  starting 
for  a  tour  in  Swîtzerland,  and  that  Dr  Bell  had  partly 


\ 
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promised  to  accoinpany  them.  Thîs,  however,  he  did 
not  then  accomplish  ;  and  though  he  seems,  for  several 
months'afterwards^  to  hâve  still  intended  joining  them 
on  the  Continent^  and  received  letters  of  instruction  as 
to  how  he  was  to  proceed  thither,  he  ultimately  gave  up 
his  intention  for  the  présent. 

Among  other  letters  which  he  received  from  Mrs 
Rothman,  there  is  one^  dated  January  1815,  concern- 
ing  Pestalozzi's  System  of  tuition,  which  may  not  be 
uninteresting  hère, 

'*  I  hâve  wished  very  much  for  you  at  this  place,  to 
examine  Mr  Pestalozzi's  institution,  great  part  of 
which,  I  ara  inclined  to  think,  you  would  not  approve. 
I  was  resolved  to  stay  hère  to  explore  it  ;  and  it  does 
not  improve,  in  my  opinion,  upon  further  acquaintance 
— at  least  the  female  part  of  the  establishment.  I  com- 
plain  principally  of  the  great  waste  of  time.  Every 
one  placed  hère  is  not  only  to  make  a  beginning  in 
every  science  ;  but,  whatever  their  âge  and  former  ac- 
quirements  may  hâve  been,  they  are  kept  as  long  in 
every  step  as  the  most  young  and  ignorant.  In  their 
calculs,  (arithmetic,)  in  which  they  are  supposed  to 
excel,  many  children,  after  above  two  months'  applica- 
tion of  an  hour  a-day,  are  only  questioned  verbaJly  how 
they  can  divide  whole  numbers  into  so  many  equal 
parts  ;  and  thèse  very  low  numbers,  such  as  20  or  24. 
I  must  call  it,  in  opposition  to  the  Madras  System,  a 
System  of  retarding,  in  which,  whatever  may  be  the 
talents  and  application,  a  pupil  must  drudge  on  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years  (six  or  seven  is  the  usual  time) 
to  complète  the  studios.  Thèse  studies  consist  of 
French,  German,  Latin,  (in  which  they  are  very  back- 
ward,)  arithmetic,  mathematics,   geography,  writing, 
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drawing,  and  singing.  Matliematica,  and  the  liigher 
classes  of  arithmetic^  appear  to  me  the  naost  interesting 
and  improving  studies,  as  they  are  taught  hère.  .... 

"  You  had  better  get  Herries's  gênerai  letter  of  crédit 
with  you  ;  but  you  must  get  recomraendations  from 
your  bankers  besîdes.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
be  known,  to  enable  you  to  do  ail  the  good  you  wish. 
I  hâve  no  hopes  you  can  do  any  hère.  Mr  Pestalozzi 
is  surrounded  by  a  set  of  ignorant,  selfish  persons,  who 
guide  and  manage  him  like  a  child.  Every  one  says 
he  is  too  good.     .... 

"  If  you  do  not  make  haste,  we  shall  hâve  left  Yver- 
dun  before  you  join  us.  Our  stay  hère,  at  the  longest, 
will  be  to  the  end  of  March  ;  we  shall  then  probably 
go  to  Lausanne  or  Geneva  ;  but,  as  head  of  the  party, 
I  déclare  our  readiness  to  go  ail  over  the  world  with 
you,  as  long  as  I  can  afford  it." 

And,  in  another  letter  from  Miss  Rothman,  written 
some  months  afterwards,  she  says — "  We  were  informed 
by  a  sensible  clergyman  at  Neufchatel,  that  Mr  Pesta- 
lozzi has  always  been  extremely  adverse  to  extending 
his  plan  beyond  the  simple  instruction  necessary  for 
the  lowest  classes  of  society.  He  began  by  teaching 
the  children  of  the  poor  peasants  of  Underwald,  (after 
the  French  had  ruined  that  canton,)  and  civilized  them 
wonderfuUy.  He  has  always  been  the  tool  of  others, 
and  governed  by  some  of  his  interested  under-masters  ; 
and,  against  his  own  will,  formed  the  large  establish- 
ment at  Yverdun  for  ail  classes  and  for  ail  âges,  though 
he  wishes  to  teach  only  the  very  young  and  very  igno^ 
rant.  One  night  he  escaped  incognito  to  Arau,  where 
the  magistrates  were  founding  a  school  for  the  poor. 
He  begged  to  be  appointed  master  of  it.     He  was  ir 
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mediately  pursued  by  two  of  the  under-masters,  who 
entreated  the  magistrates  not  to  consent  to  a  proposai 
so  ruinons  to  them  ail  ;  and  so  the  affair  ended.  The 
economy  of  the  Bell  System  is  much  wanted  at  Yver- 
dun.  Poor  Mr  Pestalozzi's  finances  are  in  a  very  ruin- 
ons state^  from  the  négligence  or  rapacity  of  those 
about  him/' 

Up  to  this  time^  as  we  hâve  seen^  Dr  Bell  had  in- 
tended  joining  his  fiîends  abroad.  Having  now,  how- 
ever,  given  up  this  intention  for  the  présent,  he  deter- 
mined  on  another  English  tour  instead.  His  first 
movement  was  from  London  to  Tunbrîdge  Wells,  frora 
whence  he  proceeded  by  Hastings  to  Brighton,  and 
having  remained  there  for  a  short  time,  he  returned 
to  London,  staying  a  day  or  two  àt  Streatham  on  the 
way.  On  the  lOth  of  July  he  again  left  London  for 
Liverpool,  and  having  stayed  a  few  days  there,  fulfiUed 
an  engagement,  of  some  standing,  to  visit  Lord  Kenyon 
at  Hoylake. 

While  at  Liverpool  he  received  a  letter  from  Gene- 
ral Calvert,  whom  he  had,  while  in  London,  requested 
to  procure  a  présentation  of  his  Ludus  lAterarius  to  the 
Prince  Begent,  and  who  wrote,  saying  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  would  bave  much  pleasure  in  convey- 
ing  this  publication  to  his  royal  highness. 

From  Hoylake  he  proceeded,  early  in  August,  to 
▼isit  Mr  Ainsworth  at  Moss-bank,  Bolton,  from  whence 
he  went  to  Manchester,  where  he  took  up  his  quarters 
at  the  house  of  Mr  Gould,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
active  and  zealous  promoters  of  éducation  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood.  Hère  Mr  Bamford  joined  him,  but  we  hâve 
BOt  any  account  of  their  proceedings. 

From  Manchester  he  went  to  visit  Mrs  Gaskell  at 
Y  3L.  ni.  c 
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Thornes  House^  in  fiilfilment  of  a  promise  he  had  pre^ 
viously  made  to  do  so.  During  his  stay  hère  he  risited 
one  of  the  schools  at  Leeds,  and  received,  in  consé- 
quence, a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  committee. 

While  at  Thornes  House  he  received  and  accepted 
an  invitation  from  the  Rev,  Mr  Sutton,  vicar  of  Shef- 
field,  where  he  remained  several  days.  On  the  ISth 
ef  September  he  left  Sheffield,  and  spent  a  week  in 
visiting  York,  Beverley,  and  Hull.  His  next  destina* 
tion  was  Bishop- Auckland,  which  he  had,  indeed,  been 
for  some  time  under  an  engagement  to  visit.  "  I  shall 
be  glad  to  see  y  ou,"  -writes  the  bishop  to  him  in  the 
preceding  August,  *^whenever  it  may  best  suit  your 
convenience,  before  the  second  week  in  October.  But 
if  you  wish  to  meet  Sir  Thomas  Bernard,  you  must 
corne  after  the  24th  of  September.  Whenever  you  corne, 
I  trust  you  will  find  the  Barrington  school  in  a  better 
State  than  you  hâve  ever  found  it  yet.  Should  Lord 
Kenyon  be  disposed  to  accompany  you,  pray  assure  his 
lordship  how  much  I  shall  feel  myself  honoured  by  his 
Company." 

And  again,  soon  afterwards,  the  bishop  writes — 

''  Auckland  Castle,  20th  September  1815. 

'^  My  dear  Doctor, 

"  I  expect  Sir  Thomas  Bernard  hère  on  Thursday 
the  28th,  to  dinner,  when  I  hope  you  will  meet  him, 
and  continue  hère  till  you  hâve  introduced  your  new 
improvements  into  the  Barrington  school,  and  hâve 
discussed  ail  the  questions  that  may  arise  from  the  Xîi- 
dus  Literarius. 
"  I  am,  with  regard,  your  sincère  friend. 

*     He  accordingly  left  York  for  Bishop-Auckland  on 
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the  25th  of  September^  and  remained  there^  at  Dur- 
ham,  and  at  Sherbum  Hoiise^  till  the  8th  of  October. 
He  was  now  contemplating  a  visit  to  Scotland,  where 
he  had  not  been  for  many  years«  In  thîs  one  of  his 
objects  seems  to  bave  been  to  visit  his  old  friend^  Mr 
Dempster^  who  thus  writes  to  him  while  at  Durham  : — 

*'DuDnich^,  Forfar,  Sept  1815. 

"  Révérend  and  doar  Sir, 

^'  Corne  to  me,  if  you  can,  that  I  may  scold  you, 
for  not  informing  me  sooner  of  the  happy  termination 
of  your  suit*  till  I  extorted  it  from  you.  I  do  not 
think  I  shall  be  a  day  from  home  till  the  Ist  of  No- 
vember,  when  I  purpose  returning  to  my  cell  at  St 
Andrews  with  my  nephew  and  his  governor.  I  reserve 
ail  other  topics  for  personal  conférence.  I  write  this 
note  in  the  very  chamber  where  you,  the  two  little  He- 
mings,  and  your  Ënglish  pupil,  and  James  Wright^ 
spent  some  very  pleasant  holidays,  not  less  than  thirty- 
five  or  forty  years  ago.  That  time  bas  not  impaired 
onr  good-will  for  each  other,  nor  diminished  the  re- 
spect with  which  I  am,  my  dear  and  révérend  sir, 
youTS  most  constantly/' 

This  invitation  he  accepted,  and,  having  quitted  Dur- 
ham on  the  8th  of  October,  arrived  in  Edinburgh  on 
the  foUowing  day,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Dun- 
nichen,  where  he  remained  till  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber,  From  hence  it  appears,  from  his  note-book,  that 
he  visited  Montrose,  Arbroath,  Aberdeen,  &c.  ;  but 
there  is  no  particular  account  of  his  proceedings  at 
thèse  places.     He  also  received,  during  his  stay  at  Mr 

*  ThÎB  alludes  to  a  lawsuit  between  Dr  and  Mrs  Bell. 
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Dempster's,  an  invitation  to  dinner  from  the  magistrates 
of  Forfar^  accompanied  with  an  intimation  that  it  waa 
their  intention  to  présent  him  with  the  freedom  of  the 
town,  '*  as  a  small  token  of  publie  gratitude  for  the  good- 
will  he  had  shown^  and  the  good  offices  he  had  done, 
them."  Thither  he  accordingly  went  with  Mr  Demp- 
ster,  and  was  duly  invested  with  the  honour  of  a  burgess. 

Having  left  Dunnichen,  he  arrived  at  Perth  about  the 
middle  of  November,  where  it  seems  that  the  Madras 
System  had  previously  been  in  opération  with  considér- 
able success. 

From  Perth  he  returned  to  Edinburgh,  which  he 
made  his  headquarters  for  about  six  weeks  ;  hère  he 
was  busily  employed  both  in  scholastic  opérations  in 
the  town  itself,  and  in  visiting  the  différent  towns  within 
his  reach.  Among  thèse  was  his  native  place^  St 
Andrews,  whither  Mr  Dempster  had  already  gone  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  him  ;  but,  before  noticing  his 
présent  visit,  we  must  take  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  few 
events  which  had  occurred  to  keep  up  his  connexion 
with  this  place  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  first  letter  we  find  relating  to  St  Andrews,  du- 
rîng  this  time,  is  one  from  his  old  friend  Mr  Cleghom, 
dated  May  1811,  requesting  some  assistance  towards  a 
school  in  that  place — 

'«  St  Andrews,  4th  May  1811. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  embrace,  with  much  pleasure,  this  opportunity 
of  writing  to  you.  I  do  it  indeed  by  order  of  a  com- 
mittee,  and  the  object  of  my  letter  is  not  to  give,  but  to 
get.  The  English  school  hère  has  long  been  in  a  flour- 
ishing  and  increasing  state.  The  teacher,  Mr  Smith, 
by  adopting  your  excellent  plan,  by  making  the  children 
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tutors  to  esLch  other^  superintends  the  éducation  of  two 
hundred  scholaxs  without  an  usher.  But  the  sehool  is 
now  incapable  of  accommodating  the  numbers  who 
attend,  and  one  class  is  obliged  to  be  dismissed  to  make 
room  for  another.  The  sehool,  too,  is  not  parochial, 
and  the  new  one  to  be  erected  must,  of  necessity,  dé- 
pend upon  subscription.  By  the  estimate,  the  sehool,  and 
bouse  for  the  teacher,  will  amount  to  iÊ900.  The 
health  and  éducation  of  the  children  are  so  much  inter- 
ested  in  the  érection  of  this  fabric,  that  £600  of  the 
above  sum  was  subscribed  in  town  almost  in  a  day. 
The  committee  who  manage  the  business,  hâve  written 
to  such  gentlemen  as  bave  been  educated  hère,  and  who 
still  retain  a  kind  remembrance  of  this  ancient  city. 
They  naturally  thought  of  you  ;  and  I  hâve  received  a 
card  from  our  provost  requesting  me  to  state  the  object 
to  you.  I  bave  now  fulfiUed  my  commission,  and  shall 
only  add  that  few  bave  subscribed  more  than  £10  or 
less  than  £5.  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  you  act  weU^ 
whether  you  give  or  withhold  your  subscription." 

Dr  Bell's  reply  to  this  does  not  appear,  but  we  find, 
from  a  letter  to  Mr  Smith,  (the  master  of  this  sehool,) 
that  be  became  a  subscriber  to  it  of  £20  ;  and  in  the 
same  letter,  be  says,  after  expressing  some  surprise  at 
not  having  heard  again  from  Mr  Cleghom-^"  May  I 
beg  to  be  favoured  with  a  détail  of  your  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding?  Your  sehool  is  interesting  to  me  on  many 
accounts;  the  master  of  it  I  can  claim  as  an  old 
acquaintance.  It  is  one  of  the  first  schools  for  the 
higber  orders  of  children  whlch  bas  adopted  the  new 
mode  of  tuition.  It  is  of  the  old  city,  of  the  oldest 
universîty  in  Scotland,  and  my  j4lma  Mater.     I  long 
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to  see  it.     Go  on  and  prosper.     I  can  assure  you  of 
more  and  more  success." 

After  some  time  Dr  Bell  wrote  again  to  Professor 
Cleghom,  who  immediately  replied,  thanking  him  for 
his  libéral  subscription.  Meantime  it  had  been  suggested 
to  the  University  of  S t  Andrews,  by  Professor  Hill,  that 
as  the  degree,  which  they  had  many  years  before  con- 
ferred  on  Dr  Bell,  was  not  in  divinity  but  medicine,  it 
would  now  be  a  compliment  to  confer  on  him  the  addi- 
tional  degree  of  D.D.  This  proposai  was  very  cordially 
received,  but  some  time  elapsed  before  it  was  carried 
into  exécution;  we  find  him,  however,  adding  D.D.  to 
his  name  in  the  title-page  of  his  publications  of  1812. 

Dr  Bell  had  also,  in  addition  to  his  subscription, 
given  an  annual  sum  of  ten  guineas,  to  be  distributed 
in  prizes.  Of  this  three  or  four  guineas,  annually,  were 
to  be  given  to  the  head  monitor  of  the  school,  and  one 
guinea  each  to  the  two  other  monitors  ;  and  four  or 
five  guineas  were  to  be  expended  in  small  prizes  for  the 
Bcholars — the  distribution  being  left  to  the  décision  of 
Mr  Cleghom,  Dr  Hun  ter,  and  Mr  Hill.  Concerning 
thèse  records,  Professor  Hill  thus  speaks,  in  a  letter  to 
Dr  Bell  of  October  1812 — '^  From  what  we  ourselves 
perceived,  in  our  visits  to  the  school,  as  well  as  from 
Mr  Smith's  report,  we  had  reason  to  beUeve  that  the 
prospect  of  your  rewards  had  produced  a  very  favour- 
able  effect  upon  the  scholars  ;  and  it  was  difficult  to  say 
whether  those  who  obtained  the  prizes,  or  Mr  Smith 
himself,  received  greatest  pleasure  from  your  having 
bestowed  them.  I  showed  Mr  Smith  the  very  excel- 
lent statement  of  your  system  of  éducation,  contained 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  letter  with  which  you 
favoured  me,  and  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  hinà  the 
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importance  of  reduciog  them  to  practice.  He  acknow- 
ledged  their  excellence  ;  and  though  he  bas  been  too 
long  engaged  in  other  habits  to  adopt  tbem  implicitly, 
bas  unquestioDably  borrowed  from  you  considérable 
improvements  upon  bis  manner  of  teacbing." 

Notbing  more  appears  on  tbis  subject  at  présent;  it 
seems^  bowever,  tbat  tbe  System  bad  been  previously 
introduced  into  anotber  scbool  at  St  Andrews,  an  ac* 
count  of  wbich  is  given  by  tbe  master  (Mr  Webster) 
to  Dr  Bell  in  tbe  following  letter  ; — 

"  St  Andrews,  llth  Oct  1812. 

'*  Révérend  Sir, 

"I  bave  read  and  studied  your  analysis  of  tbe 
ExperimerU  in  Education  witb  mucb  pleasure  and 
profit.  I  bave  now  taugbt  on  your  principles  for  tbese 
fourteen  montbs,  and  bave  given  tbe  most  couvincing 
and  décisive  proofs  tbat  your  plan  of  éducation  is  appli- 
cable to  any  Englisb  scbool  wbatever.  My  scbool,  last 
winter,  amounted  to  one  bundred  and  sixty.  Tbese  I 
taugbt  witb  mucb  more  ease,  and  witb  infinitely  more 
success,  on  your  principles,  tban  I  could  bave  taugbt 
tbirty  on  tbe  old  plan.  Tbe  cbildren  under  my  tui^ 
tion  were  examined  on  tbe  7tb  of  August  in  tbe  pré- 
sence of  Dr  HiU,  Principal  Brown  of  Aberdeen,  tbe 
members  of  tbe  University,  and  a  very  respectable 
Company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  wben  tbe  effects  of 
your  System  quite  astonisbed  ail  présent.  Tbe  parents 
met  tbe  evening  after,  and  resolved  to  put  it  in  tbe  papers. 
.  .  .  .  But  as  I  knew  tbat  it  bad  been  circulatsd 
tbat  I  taugbt  on  tbe  System  of  Lancaster,  many  of 
wbose  plans  I  beartily  despise,  I  requested  tbat  it 
should  be  inserted  in  tbe  advertisement  tbat  my  scbool 
was  conducted  on  your  principles.     Tbis  I  did,  sir,  in 
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gratitude  to  the  man  from  whoso  writings  I  hâve  so 
much  profited.  I  shall  be  much  indebted  to  you,  if  you 
will  hâve  the  goodness  to  communicate  any  instructions* 
I  hâve  long  wîshed  to  visit  the  schools  under  your 
inspection^  but  at  présent  this  is  not  in  my  power.'* 

From  this  period  down  to  the  présent  tîme  (1816,^ 
-we  do  not  fînd  more  than  an  occasional  allusion  to  thèse 
schools.  In  1814  Dr  Bell  sent  to  Mrs  Cook  a  packet  of 
hig  pubUcations  to  be  distributed,  partly  as  prizes,  and 
partly  to  be  given  to  some  of  his  old  friends  ;  he  also 
sent,  at  her  request,  some  prints  from  his  own  picture.' 

We  hâve  hitherto  heard  little  or  nothing  concerning 
Dr  Bell's  relatives  in  Scotland,  He  had,  indeed,  been 
a  wanderer  during  so  large  a  part  of  his  early  life,  that 
the  ties  which  bound  him  to  his  native  country  were 
naturally  somewhat  weakened,  and,  it  must  also  be 
remembered,  that  the  sphère  in  which  he  now  moved 
was  considerably  above  that  in  which  he  had  been  bom; 
moreover,  with  the  exception  of  Miss  BeU,  (the  '*gen- 
tle  Jessy  "  of  his  early  letters,)  he  had  no  other  very 
near  connexion  living.  He  was  not,  however,  unmind- 
fui  either  of  her  or  of  his  other  relations  ;  and  I  shall 
take  this  occasion  of  his  présent  visit  to  St  Andrews,  to 
recount,  briefly,  his  proceedings  with  respect  to  them, 
for  some  years  past, 

During  the  early  part  of  this  century  Miss  Bell 
lived  chiefly  with  her  brother,  but  the  précise  time 
when  this  ceased  to  be  the  case,  does  not  appear; 
though  it  is  probable  that  they  parted  when  Swan- 
âge  was  no  longer  his  constant  résidence.  She  con- 
tinued,  however,  to  be  maintained  by  him.  Con- 
cerning his  allowances  to  his  other  connexions  at  this 
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lime,  onr  information  is  very  slight.  Dr  Adamson^  it 
seems,  was  his  almoner  at  St  Andrews,  and  Mr  Christie 
at  Cupar  ;  and  through  them,  he  distributed  about  £30 
per  annum  among  his  relatives^  exclusive  of  Miss  Bell'd 
maintenance.  At  Dr  Adamson's  death,  which  took 
place  in  1808,  he  requested  Mr  Cook,  professer  of  moral 
philosophy  at  St  Andrews,  to  perform  this  friendly 
office  for  him.  This,  however,  Mrs  Cook,  who  was  a 
very  old  friend  of  his,  undertook  instead  of  her  husband, 
and  most  faithfuUy  discharged  its  duties  for  a  long 
séries  of  years.  That  they  had  been  intimate  in  early 
life,  appears  from  a  letter  to  him  in  1807^  where  she  says: 
— '*  As  we  corne  on  in  life,  we  hâve  a  confidence  in  an 
early  friend  that  we  fondly  cherish.  We  look  back 
npon  scènes  long  since  past,  and  we  recall  the  gay  and 
pleasant  times  we  spent  together.  Still  I  remember 
the  many  games  at  chess  that  you  used  to  let  me  win  ; 
and,  though  conscious  how  much  you  were  my  superior, 
you  gave  them  in  that  way,  that  I  was  wiUing  to  beUeve 
I  had  really  beat  you.  Still  I  préserve  the  set  of  chess- 
men  you  gave  me,  and,  when  they  are  produced,  I  think 
of  a  friend." 

The  substance  of  his  instructions  were,  that  she  was 
to  pay  to  his  aunt,  Mrs  Birrell,  the  sum  of  one  pound  a 
month  ;  and  that,  as  often  as  she  saw  occasion,  she 
might  add  ten  or  twenty  shillings  to  this  monthly  allow- 
ance,  so  that  the  whole  did  not  exceed  £20  per  annum. 
He  also  requested  that  she  would  make  a  présent  of 
five  guineas,  in  any  way  she  might  think  best,  to  (an- 
other  relative)  Mrs  Norie,  or  to  one  of  her  daughters. 
^  I  am  glad,"  wrîtes  Mrs  Cook  to  him  in  1809,  "  to  hâve 
an  opportunity  of  writing  a  few  lines  to  you,  to  say  how 
much  pleasure  I  feel  in  being  almoner  of  your  bounty. 
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....  I  often  call  upon  Mrs  Birrell^  and  I  am  delighted 
with  the  gratitude  she  expresses  to  you.  She  says,  how 
kind  Providence  has  been  to  her^  in  sparing  her  so  long, 
and  in  raising  up  to  her  so  benevolent  a  friend,  to  gild 
the  latter  part  pf  her  life  with  so  much  comfort.  She  ia 
able  still  to  amuse  herself  with  work^  and  is  never  idle  ; 
she  is  happy  in  a  daughter,  who  seems  to  pay  every 
attention  to  her  ;  and  every  thing  is  so  neat  and  proper 
about  them,  that  I  am  sure  you  would  hâve  high  satis- 
faction in  cheering  the  mind  of  so  amiable  a  person." 

In  respect  to  Mrs  Norie^  Mrs  Cook  said^  she  thought 
the  best  way  was  to  give  half  the  five  guineas  to  her, 
and  half  to  her  daughter,  who  always  lived  with  her 
father  and  mother.  ''  On  being  told,"  she  continues, 
^^  that  I  had  an  order  to  give  it  her,  without  naming 
from  whom,  she  almost  wept  with  gratitude,  and  said 
she  knew  well  how  it  came,  for  it  was  only  from  Dr 
Bell  she  could  receive  such  a  gift.  She  expressed 
strongly  her  obligation  to  you;  and  I  never  saw  a  face 
of  more  delight,  than  Miss  Margaret's  was  upon  receiv- 
ing  it.  I  hâve  been  thus  full,  to  show  you  how  much 
pleasure  I  receive  in  executing  so  afiectionate  an  office. 
....  If  we  bave  acted  in  any  part  wrong,  you  will 
hâve  the  goodness  to  inform  us.'' 

Some  time  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  Dr  Bell  thus 
expresses  his  obligation  for  Mrs  Cook's  kind  offices  : — 

<<Swanage,  18th  May  1809. 

^'  Dear  Madam, 

I  am  much  to  blâme,  and  blâme  myself  much,  for 
not  expressing  long  before  now,  my  sensé  of  your  very 
kind  attention  to  my  relatives,  and  your  obliging  com- 
munication to  me.  I  am  the  more  inexcusable,  as  I  feel 
that  the  manner  of  your  giving,  greatly  enhances  the 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELU  43  . 

gifib.  Most  cordiaUy  do  I  thank  you  for  what  you 
hâve  done,  not  only  rightly,  but  confonnably  to  my 
wishes  and  instructions.  I  entreat  you  to  go  on^  and, 
enjoy  what  is  infinîtely  beyond  my  thanks — the  satis- 
faction of  doing  what  is  so  grateful  to  your  own  feelings. 
Peeling  ail  your  goodness  as  I  do^  I  must  say  one  word 
of  this  tender  acknowledgment.  Your  letter  was  left 
behind  me^  in  my  moving  from  place  to  place  ;  and  as 
my  memory,  always  bad,  grows  worse  and  worse, 
I  had  forgotten  ail  the  particulars^  and  there  remained 
only  the  deep  impression  of  your  benevolence,  and  of 
my  great  good  fortune  in  having  so  willing  and  cheerful 
an  ambassadress. 

"  Indeed^  you  would  hare  some  excuse  for  me,  if 
I  could  tell  you  how  occupied  I  am  with  my  hobby- 

horse,  &c Often  I  know  not  which  way 

to  tum  myself,  and  am  alike  forgetful  of  my  friends  and 
myself,  and  lose  sight  of  ail  but  my  children.  Your 
kindness/'  he  continues,  "  to  those  whom  you  know, 
leads  me  to  solicit  your  attention  to  those  whom  you  do 
not  know.  Mr  A.  Christie,  of  Cupar-Fife,  was  wont 
to  pay  for  me  one  half-crown  a-week  to  Jean  Bruce 
(Mrs  Dick)  and  her  son  Andrew.  But  whether  any 
thing  bas  happened  to  him  or  to  them,  or  whether 
I  hâve  forgotten,  or  been  wanting  on  my  part,  or 
what  else,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  it  seems  as  if  it  were  long 
since  I  heard  from  him.  To  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  any  thing  of  that  kind,  I  should  bo  much  obliged 
by  your  requesting  G.  Campbell,  (if  aUve,)  with  my 
compliments,  as  the  first  minister  of  Cupar,  if  he  will 
hâve  the  goodness  to  dole  out  this  money.  For  this 
purpose  I  would  bave  you  send  him  five  pounds  half- 
yearly,  which  I  should  wish  to  be  given  as  above,  half-. 
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î^-crown  a-week  ;  and  the  balance,  £3  10s.,  to  be  given 
occasionally,  as  he  sees  fit,  to  them,  and  in  part  to 
Jenny  Bruce  (Mrs  Morrison)  if  this  be  eligible.'* 

Some  time  after  this,  Mr  Robb,  the  Episcopal 
dergyman  of  St  Andrews,  wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  with  a 
prospectus  of  a  work  he  was  about  to  publish  ;  and 
also  requested  a  subscription  towards  an  organ,  which 
was  to  be  erected  in  his  chapel.  To  this  Dr  Bell 
replied,  that  he  scarcely  ever  solicited  subscriptions 
but  for  a  direct  charity,  and  rarely  subscribed  to  any 
publication  ;  but  that  he  would  do  so  in  the  présent  in- 
stance, and  accordingly  requested  Mrs  Cook  to  trans- 
mit to  him  fiye  guineas  for  the  organ,  and  one  for  his 
intended  work. 

Miss  Bell  had  now  for  some  time  been  résident  in 
the  north  ;  and,  early  in  1810,  we  find  some  letters 
concerning  her.  She  was,  it  appears,  at  that  time 
suffering  under  a  cancer,  which  rendered  it  necessary 
that  she  should  be  removed  to  Edinburgh,  to  be  under 
the  best  médical  advice,  as  it  was  thought  that  an  opér- 
ation would  be  indispensable.  This  was  communicated 
to  her  brother  by  Dr  George  Bell,  under  whose  care 
she  was  ;  and  his  reply  was  as  follows  : — 

^  Sherburn  House,  28th  September  1810. 

«Dear  Sir, 

^^  The  information  which  you  hâve  the  goodness  to 
give  me,  regarding  the  state  of  health  of  my  nearest  rela- 
tive, has  affected  me  much  ;  and  I  am  grieved  that  it  is 
eut  of  my  power  to  render  her  any  personal  assistance, 
or  attendance.  Prevented  as  I  am,  I  must  endeavour 
to  console  myself  with  the  reflection,  that  my  présence 
could  be  of  no  actual  service  under  the  complaint  you 
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describe^  and  in  the  hope  that  a  speedy  and  radical 
cure  will  be  effected.  Under  your  auspices^  I  bave  the 
certain  conviction^  that  what  is  beat  to  be  done  will  be 
done. 

"  Your  kind  oflter,  in  the  event  of  her  going  to  Edin- 
burgh^  will  be  of  the  utmost  use  to  her^  if  it  place  her 
in  the  house  of  some  motherly  woman^  who  would^  at 
the  same  time^  board  her  and  act  as  nurse. 

^^  Gonsidering  the  interest  you  kindly  take  in  her^  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  commit  to  you  the  state  of  her 
affairs^  for  she  will  want  advice  and  counsel  in  every 
way.  I  had  allowed  her  an  annuity  of  £60  a-year,  free 
of  property-tax  ;  and  on  her  reaching  her  destination^ 
and  being  settled  any  where  north  of  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
it  becomes  £90. 

'*  I  mention  thèse  things  confidentially  to  you^  as  to  a 
friend^  that  I  may  also  hâve  the  benefit  of  your  opinion. 
I  am  well  assured  that  boarding  with  a  motherly  woman, 
who  would  be  as  a  nurse  to  her,  is  essential  to  her  com- 
fort  and  welfare,  and  not  to  be  dispensed  with.  As  to 
the  rest,  I  do  not  présume  to  be  able  to  suggest  any 
thing  to  you.  In  your  hands  she  will  enjoy  every  pro- 
fessional  advantage.'' 

He  also  thus  wrote  to  Miss  Bell  in  a  letter  of  the 
same  date  as  the  preceding  one  : — 

"  I  am  much  surprised  to  find  by  letter  from  Dr 
George  Bell,  that  you  are  still  at  Scarbank,  and  much 
distressed  to  learn,  that  you  bave  a  complaint  which 
may  require  a  surgical  opération.  In  this  state  of 
things,  I  say  nothing  of  the  past,  nor  of  the  cause  which 
prevented  my  earlier  knowledge  of  thèse  things.  I  will 
now  indulge  the  hope,  that  you  wiU  submit  to  whatever 
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opération  is  found  necessary  to  effect  a  speedy  and  radi- 
cal cure. 

''I  trust  that  you  will,  on  thîs  and  every  occasion^  look 
up  with  humble  confidence  to  the  Almighty  Disposer  of 
aU  events,  and  with  entire  submission  to  his  holy  will. 
In  this  reliance,  you  hâve  the  best  support  in  every  suf- 
fering  ;  and  in  this  mind,  you  will  hâve  the  surest  guide 
to  direct  your  conduct,  so  as  to  recommend  yourself  to 
His  divine  faveur  ;  and  to  be  in  ail  things  such  as  a 
brother  and  friend  would  hâve  you  to  be." 

Fortunately,  however,  an  opération  was  not  deemed 
necessary^  and  she  appears  shortly  afterwards  to  hâve 
been  restored  to  health^  and  to  hâve  proposed  taking  up 
her  résidence  at  St  Andrews  ;  in  référence  to  which, 
Mrs  Cook  wrîtes  to  Dr  Bell,  offering  to  transfer  her 
office  to  his  sister,  if  he  wished  it,  thinking  it  would 
afibrd  her  pleasure  to  be  the  instrument  of  distributing 
his  donations  ;  this,  however,  he  would  not  consent  to. 

From  this  time,  numerous  letters  passed  between 
Mrs  Cook  and  Dr  Bell  concerning  thèse  charities  ; 
many  of  which  are  exceedingly  characteristic  of  liia 
peculiar  turn  of  mind.  My  limits,  however,  will  not 
allow  me  to  insert  more  than  a  few  of  them. 

His  directions  to  her  were  often  indistinct,  and,  in 
conséquence,  she  had  fréquent  occasion  to  apply  to  him 
for  more  spécifie  instructions.  In  reply  to  one  of  thèse 
letters,  he  writes  : — 

*'  It  distresses  me,  my  dear  madam,  to  think  that  you 
should  imagine  that  what  you  hâve  done,  does  not  meet 
with  my  most  cordial  approbation,  and  that  I  do  not 
feel  the  most  unfeigned  gratitude  for  your  goodness  and 
kindness.  Still,  however,  I  should  not  again  trouble 
you  at  this  time,  if  I  were  not  afraid  that  (from  some 
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misnnderstanding  about  the  remittance  to  Gupar^  whîch 
I  thought  was,  as  well  as  Mrs  Norie's  présent^  yearly; 
but  younowtell  me^yousiipposeditwastobe  half-yearly) 
poor  Mrs  Birrell  should  be  a  sufferer^  and  that  you  may 
be  less  attentive  to  her  necessities^  and  more  sparing  of 
your  occasional  donations  to  her  for  clothes^  coals,  &c 
&c.^  which  would  grieve  me  much.     By  the  acconnt 
which  you  sent  me^  there  M^as  a  draft  of  £15  more  than 
I  was  aware  of,  having  begun  with  £20,  and  extended 
it  to  £30  annually.     Now,  whatever  more  you  wish  me 
to  do,  hâve  the  goodness  to  say,  as  often  as  occasion 
requires  ;  only  do  not  beUeve  that  it  is  my  wish  that  you 
should  withhold  whatever  you  see  necessary  for  Mrs 
Birrell.    If  I  now  understand  you  rîghtly,  you  bave  sent 
a  remittance  half-yearly  to  Cupax,  instead  of  yearly,  as 
I  imagined  ;  and  that  you  bave  made  Mrs  Norie  a  pré- 
sent annually,  as  I  intended.  Now,  ail  I  can  do  is  to  be^ 
seech  you  not  to  be  wanting  to  Mrs  Birrell,  whom  you 
render  so  interesting  ;  but  call  on  me  as  you  want  for 
her,  and  if  you  think  that  I  should  continue  what  bas 
been  done  through  mistake  as  to  Cupar,  you  will  say 
so  ;  but  let  not  Mrs  Birrell  be  a  sufferer  in  any  event. 
It  is  not  in  my  power  to  look  back  to  past  accounts, 
nor  is  there  occasion;  never  was  man  more  satisfied 
with,   or  thought  himself  more  happy  in  a  gracions 
benefactress.     If  I  remitted  one  year,  £15  more  than 
I  had  any  recollection  of,  it  was  most  natural  for  you 
to  think  that  I  meant  to  send  a  larger  sum  to  Cupar 
than  before.     Nor  hâve  I  the  smallest  regret  that  you 
did  so.     But,  except  you  think  it  proper,  I  do  not  con- 
çoive myself  pledged  beyond  my  intentions.     My  wish 
is  to  be  guided  by  you  ;  and  if  you  will  bave  the  good- 
ness to  let  me  know  when  you  want  more  than  £30 
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per  annum^  you  will  know  whether  I  mean  to  withliold 
what  you  shall  see  fitting. 

*'  I  Write  amidst  much  occupation  and  distraction,  and 
fear  I  shall  scarcely  yet  be  understood.  I  therefore 
repeat  that  it  is  my  earnest  request,  that  you  do  not 
pinch  Mrs  Birrell  in  any  allowance  you  hâve  been 
Wont  to  make  to  her,  that  you  continue  the  allowance 
to  Mrs  Norie,  and  that  you  do  as  you  see  fit  in  regard 
to  Cupar,  and  allow  me  the  great  satisfaction  of  fulfill- 
ing  your  wishes,  and  of  proving  the  gratitude  and 
esteem  with  which  I  am,  dear  madam,  your  most  faith- 
ful  and  obedient  servant, 

<'  A.  Bell." 

"  I  must  earnestly  insist,  that  the  many  expenses  of 
letters  &c.,  be  ail  charged.  You  hâve  excited  in  my 
breast  a  greater  désire  than  ever,  of  seeing  some  of  my 
relatives  ;  but  how  am  I  to  accomplish  this,  who  ought 
to  be  at  this  moment  in  London  and  in  Devonshire, 
and  so  perpetually  ?  " 

The  mistake  was  on  Dr  Belles  side,  and  in  replying 
to  the  preceding  letter,  Mrs  Cook  quoted  from  his  own 
directions,  showing  that  this  was  the  case.  His  reply 
was  as  follows  : — 

"  Sherbum  House,  Durham,  26th  August  1811. 

*'  Your  letters,  my  good  lady,  cover  me  with  shame 
and  concision,  as  they  disclose  to  me  the  blunders  I 
hâve  made,  one  after  another.  The  two  mistakes 
which  gave  rise  to  the  rest,  were  my  overlooking  a  re- 
mittance,  and  my  forgetting  that  the  donation  to  Cupar 
is  to  be  sent  twice  a-year,  as  you  hâve  now  shown  me 
it  was  formerly,  by  my  express  direction.  Corrected 
as  I  now  am,  I  hope  I  shall  not  again  fall  into  any 
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Buch  errors  ;  and  if  I  do,  that  I  shall  show  myself  as 
open  as  ever  to  your  correction  and  admonition,  and  as 
deeply  sensible  as  I  ever  hâve  béen,  of  your  condescen- 
sion  and  kindness  to  me  and  to  my  relatives.  One  effect 
bas  been  to  raise  my  admiration  higher  and  higher  of 
your  patience  and  goodness  ;  and  another  has  been  to 
excite  a  more  lively  interest  in  your  protégée  Mrs 
BirreU. 

*'  For  the  remîttance  to  Cupar,  now  that  I  know  it 
is  to  be  made  half-yearly,  I  enclose  a  five-pound  note, 
which  happons  to  be  in  my  possession;  and  I  rely  on 
your  information,  if  I  bave  miscalculated  in  any  other 
way.  Once  more  I  entreat  you  not  to  withdraw  from 
Mrs  BirreU  any  allowance  you  hâve  hitherto  made, 
nor  to  withhold  any  thing  you  see  necessary;  and 
to  continue  to  Mrs  Norie  what  has  heretofore.  been 
given.  What  I  write  in  the  hurry,  confusion,  and  dis- 
traction, in  which  you  may  imagine  I  am,  I  daresay  is 
often  indistinct,  and  does  not  convey  my  sentiments, 
otherwise  you  could  never  imagine  that  I  could  want 
any  new  statement  of  your  disbursements>  even  if  they 
had  not  been — as  I  well  recollect  they  always  bave 
been,  though  I  do  not  bear  in  my  mind  the  particulars-^ 
the  most  minute  and  distinct  possible»"     ,    .    •     • 

In  January  1812,  he  received  a  letter  informing  him 
that  Mrs  Finlay  (another  of  bis  relations)  and  her 
£Eimily  were  left  almost  destitute,  by  the  death  of  her 
husband,  (who  had  at  one  time  been  adjutant  in  the 
coast  militia^  and  had  subsequently  taken  up  the  trado 
of  carpenter,  to  which  he  had  been  brought  up,}  and 
that  a  subscription  was  about  to  be  made  for  them. 
In  conséquence  of  this,  he  wrote  to  Mrs  Cook,  making 
enquiries  as  to  what  arrangements  were  likely  to  be 

VOL.  m.  D 
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made  :  to  whîch  she  replîed,  that  the  widow  was  golng 
to  live  with  her  father  and  mother  ;  and  added^  that 
the  Bubscription  had  fallen  far  short  of  what  had  been 
looked  for.  Dr  Bell's  answer  is  very  characteristic  of 
his  cautions  mode  of  proceeding.  "  At  présent/*  he 
writes,  "  I  can  commit  myself  or  even  my  name  in  no 
shape  to  poor  Mrs  Finlay  ;  but  I  beg  that  you  will  ap- 
propriate  my  last  remittance  (till  I  supply  its  place) 
of  £10  to  her,  in  such  weekly  or  monthly  sums  as  you 
see  fit.  But  I  must  particularly  request,  that  you  will 
State  that  you  act,  in  what  you  give,  by  no  spécifie  in- 
structions from  me,  and  that  this  sum  comes,  as  it 
really  does,  from  another  quarter.'^ 

Mrs  Cook,  in  her  next  letter,  teUs  him  it  was  im- 
possible to  conoeal  the  source  of  this  supply  from  Mrs 
Finlay,  who  expressed  great  gratitude  for  it. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Collège  bursary,  of  which  Dr 
Bell  was  patron,  (which  was  worth  about  £12  a-year,) 
was  given  for  the  use  of  Mrs  Finlay's  son,  James.  As, 
however,  he  was  only  six  years  old,  there  was  some 
difficulty  in  managing  this,  so  as  not  to  infringe  upon 
the  régulations  of  the  founder*s  will.  **  I  need  not 
assure  you,"  writes  Professer  Hill  to  Dr  Bell,  "  that, 
from  motives  of  benevolence,  joined  to  our  esteem  and 
regard  for  you,  my  colleagues  and  I  were  most  désirons 
of  serving  your  relation,  young  Finlay.  Our  difficulty 
was  this  : — ^From  one  passage  in  the  deed  of  mortifica- 
tion. Miss  Bell  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Glendee  bur- 
sary might  be  enjoyed  by  a  boy  at  school.  But  after 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  whole,  we  were  satisfied  that 
the  founder  meant  to  require  the  bursar  to  be  at  collège, 
though  he  wished  him  to  continue  at  the  humanity 
class  till  he  should  be  qualified  to  begin  the  study  of 
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Oreek  and  philosophj.  To  allow  a  boy  of  six  years  old, 
however^  to  enter  the  humanity  class,  would  hâve  been  a 
gross  abose^  and  therefore  we  determined  to  propose  to 
you^  as  patron^  to  leave  the  bursary  vacant  till  Finlay 
shall  be  capable  of  becoming  a  student,  we^  in  the 
mean  time,  paying  the  amount  of  the  bursary  to  Mrs 
Finlay^  for  the  behoof  of  her  son." 

Early  m  1813,  Mrs  Norie  died.  ''  WhUe  I  grieve/' 
writes  Dr  Bell,  on  being  informed  of  the  event,  "at 
the  death  of  my  very  good  annt,  and  for  the  loss  which 
her  hiisband  and  family  sustain  in  being  bereaved  of  so 
exemplary  and  excellent  a  relative,  I  feel  that  she  is 
released  firom  a  world  of  woe,  and  am  almost  tompted  at 
times  to  wish,  that  if  it  pleased  6od,  and  if  I  had 
finished  the  work  in  which  I  am  engaged,  and  which 
sucoeeds  far  more  exceedingly  than  ever,  I  too  wero 
released.  I  purposed,  if  ever  I  had  a  respite  from  my 
duties,  to  hâve  visitod  my  relatives  ;  but,  alas  !  one  of 
those  I  most  wished  to  comfort  and  console  is  gone, 
and  left  me  in  need  of  that  consolation  and  comfort, 
which  she  happily  no  longer  wants."     .... 

He  then  requested  that  Mrs  Cook  would  présent 
ton  guineas,  or  such  greater  sum  as  she  should  advise 
to  Mrs  Norie's  family,  in  the  way  that  she  should  see 
most  advisable  ;  and  give  mournings  to  Mrs  Birrell,  to 
her  daughter,  and  to  Miss  BelL 

In  Febmary  1814,  we  find  an  account,  sent  by  Mrs 
Cook,  of  ail  the  drafts  and  sums  of  money  which  she 
had  received  from  Dr  Bell  fcnr  distribution  among  his 
relatives,  from  September  1808  down  to  Febmary  1814, 
from  which  it  appears  that,  during  this  time,  he  had 
sent  her  the  sum  of  £384,  12s.  9d. 

In  the  following  September,  Mrs  Cook  wrote,  in- 
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forming  hîm  of  the  death  of  Mrs  Fînlay,  âfter  a  linger- 
ing  iliness,  and  of  the  almost  complète  destitution 
in  which  her  children  were  left.  In  liîs  reply,  he  said 
he  was  unable  ta  décide  what  he  could  do  for  the  family 
at  présent^  and  reque&ted  some  fdrther  information  as 
to  what  arrangements  were  likely  to  be  m^de.  Accord- 
ingly,  Mrs  Cook  suggested  that,  if  an  annuity  of  from 
£20  to  £30  per  annum  could  b0>  in  any  way,  secured 
to  them,  thfâ,  with  what  their  other  friends  could  con- 
tribute,  would  provide  for  them  until  they  were  able 
to  support  themselves. 

Dr  Bell,  however,  still  said  he  was  unable  to  make 
any  spécifie  pledge  on  this  point,  having  '^  great  dutiea 
to  perform,  and  heavy  obligations  to  diseharge;"  and, 
not  wishing  to  take  on  himself  any  new  burdens  that 
might  prove  incompatible  with  thèse,  he  stated  at  the 
same  time,  that  in  case  the  lawsuit  in  which  he  was 
then  involved  should  corne  ta  an  end,  he  might  be  able 
to  leave  £15  per  annum  at  her  disposai  for  the  elder 
Finlay,  '*  Meanwhile,"  he  proceeds  ^to  say,  *'  I  must 
again  entreat  that  you  will  continne  to  use  your  own 
discrétion,  assured  that  I  sfaaU  always  readily  concur  in 
what  you  see  fit  to  do.  I  hâve  said  what  I  may  be 
able  to  do,  and,  therefore,  you  can  hâve  no  hésitation 
as  to  that  point  ;  only  I  must  entreat,  that  whatever 
you  give  may  be  so  giten  as  not  to  imply  a  future 
pledge  on  my  part — a  point  on  which  there  is  some  dif- 
ficulty,  for  I  know  well  the  modes  of  thinking  and 
claiming  with  those  who  receive  ;  and  that,  if  a  man 
were  to  give  the  common  advice  which  he  gîves  to  ail, 
ît  would  immediately  be  made  the  ground  of  a  claim» 
Now  be  pleased  to  give  as  you  please,  and  what  you 
please,  but  do  it  so  as  not  to  imply  a  claim  on  me  in 
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future^  for  what  I  may  not  be  able  to  perform.  As  to 
exfxa  expenses  I  leave  this  point  entirely  to  you^  and  I 
shall  be^  as  ever^  obliged  and  thankfiil  by  your  acting 
as  you  see  best. 

^'  I  am  more  BXkd  mote  ashamed  of  the  trouble  which 
I  gîve  you,  and  certainly  should  not  load  you  wîth  my 
affairs,  if  I  did  not  believe  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  you  to 
do  good.    On  this  ground  alone  I  can  rest  my  apology." 

About  the  end  of  1816,  or  early  in  1816,  it  was 
arranged  that  a  fixed  sum  of  money  should  be  remitted 
to  his  almoner  quarterly,  through  the  British  Linen 
Company's  Bank,  in  order  to  obviate  the  occasional 
misunderstanding  of  his  intentions  in  thèse  matters. 
The  annual  Bums  which  had  hitherto  usually  been  paid 
to  his  relatives,  exclusive  of  additional -donations  in  cases 
of  sickness,  &c.,  were  as  foUow  : — 


Miss  Bell,     .... 

4^90 

0 

0  peran. 

Mrs  Birrell,       .     .     . 

20 

0 

0 

Mrs  Finlaj's  children. 

12 

0 

0 

Dr  Campbell,  for  distri- 

bution at  Cupar, 

10 

0 

0 

Mr  Norie's  familj. 

5 

5 

0 

Beîng,     .     ,     £137     ^     0 

But  the  amount  which  he  ordered  to  be  regularly 
drawn  for  in  future,  was  £40  «ach  quarter,  or  £160  a- 
year.  Before  this  arrangement  was  camed  into  effect, 
however,  Mr  Cook's  death  took  place,  and  Mrs  Cook, 
in  conséquence,  leaving  St  Andrews,  the  office  of  dis- 
tributing  it  was  transferred,  at  Dr  BelPs  request,  to  her 
brother.  Professer  Hill,  who  kindly  undertook  to  dis- 
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charge  it.     This  exchange  is  thus  alluded  to  by  Mrs 
Cook. 

"  I  now  ait  down  to  finish  my  business  with  you. 
The  trouble  I  hâve  had  has  been  compensated  by  the 
satisfaction  I  had  in  supplying,  by  your  bounty,  the 
wants  of  those  who  were  not  unworthy  of  your  kînd- 
ness  ;  and  you  hâve  the  delightful  reflection  of  gladden* 
îng  the  heart  of  those  who  would  hâve  been,  in  âge 
and  in  sickness,  very  misérable  without  your  assistance. 
I  hâve  spoken  to  my  brother  Henry,  who  has  kindly 
agreed  to  give  out  your  money,  and  I  will  put  a  dupli- 
cate  at  the  end  of  this  letter,  of  the  paper  of  instruc- 
tions which  I  hâve  given  to  hîm,  how  you  wished  the 
money  to  be  given,  and  at  what  times  I  was  in  the 
habit  of  giving  it,'* 
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CHAPTER  XLL 

Dr  Bell*s  Joumeys-^Proceedings  nX  Si  Andrews^-Proposed  Interriew  with 
the  Princess  Charlotte — ^Bamford's  Scholastic  Tour — ^^Cnor  Practices  of 
the  NewSysteift— Corporal  PimiBhment — Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the 
Natioiial  Society. 

Havino  thus  brought  this  digression  to  a  conclusion, 
I  must  retum  to  the  point  whence  I  started,  viz.  £din- 
burgh,  whither  Dr  Bell  had  gone  in  November  of  the 
présent  year,  (1815,)  and  from  whence  he  had  visited 
St  Andrews,  He  remained  in  and  about  Edinburgh 
until  the  end  of  December,  when  he  vent  to  Carlisle  ; 
from  whence,  writing  to  his  friend.  Miss  Lind  of  Ryde, 
he  remarks  upon  his  late  joumey — '^I  hâve  just  finished 
a  tour  of  three  months  in  my  native  country,  to  visit 
friends — ^not  its  curiosities,  interesting  scenery,  or  na^ 
tural  beauties,  but  its  scholastic  institutions.  Nothipg 
is  curious,  or  interesting,  or  beautiful  in  my  eyes,  but 
the  face  of  children — ^but  the  infant  mind — but  the  spi- 
ritual création.  Though  I  hâve  been  in  America,  Asia^ 
Africa,  as  well  as  Europe,  and  in  a  country  notorious 
of  late,  (let  the  Bonaparteans  say  where,)  beyond  the 
limits  of  them  ail,  I  hâve,  in  my  présent  Visitation,  been 
carried  in  the  Une  of  my  vocation  further  north  than 
ever  I  was  before.  1  hâve  been  in  a  city  which  haa 
as  many  imiversities  as  ail  England/' 

At  Carlisle  he  remained  about  a  week^  busily  eur 
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gaged  with  Bamford^  (of  whose  movements  we  shall 
presently  hâve  occasion  to  speak  ;)  and  then  went  to 
Keswick,  where  he  received  a  note  from  the  chairman 
of  the  central  committee  at  Carlisle^  encIosLng  a  copj 
of  a  Yote  of  thanks  for  the  attention  he  had  given  to 
the  National  School  during  his  staj.  Hère  he  remained 
about  a  fortnight;  and  then  proceeded  toBishop's-Auck- 
land;  where  he  arrived  on  the  8th  of  Februaiy;  and 
from  whence  he  went  to  Durham,  and  Sherburn  hos- 
pital^  but  we  hâve  no  accouut  of  bis  proceedings  at 
thèse  places. 

On  the  20th,  he  was  again  on  the  move  for  the  south^ 
intending  to  revisit,  on  hîs  progress^  some  of  the  schools 
he  had  inspeeted  on  his  route  northward.  He  had, 
indeed,  received  spécial  invitations  to  do  this  from  Mr 
Sutton,  the  vicar  of  SheflSeld,  and  from  Mr  Rawson  of 
Halifax;  and,  on  hîs  leaving  Auckland,  he  made  the 
latter  plâ<;e  his  first  destination.  From  his  note- 
book, it  appears  that  he  remained  there  till  the  6th  of 
March,  when  he  proceeded  by  Rochdale  to  Manches- 
ter, where,  having  remained  about  a  week,  he  again 
•went  to  SheflSeld;  and  from  thence,  after  visiting  Lady 
Sitwell  at  Renishaw,  he  went,  by  Chesterfield  and 
Derby,  to  Leamington,  where  he  remained  from  the  8th 
of  April  until  the  lôth,  when  he  left  for  Mrs  Rice's  at 
Bourton  on  the  Water.  During  hîs  stay  there,  he  received 
an  invitation  from  several  of  the  raost  iniSuential  inha- 
bitants of  Evesham  to  inspect  their  school,  and  to 
preach  a  charity  sermon  in  aid  of  thehr  fonds  ;  but  this 
his  other  engagements  did  not  admit  of,  and  he  reluc- 
tantly  declined  it,  expressing,  at  the  same  time,  his 
intention  of  availing  himself  of  their  invitation  on  the 
first  opportunity.  .   . 
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He  also  receiyed  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham  at  this  tim«^  to  which  he  thus  replied — 

^  Bourton,  April  18,  1816. 

^'  My  Lord, 

*'  I  purpose  to  be  in  town  the  begînning  of  next 
week,  when  I  shali  hâve  the  honour  of  attending  jour 
lordship,  and  shall  be  ready  to  sign  the  présentation  as 
jour  lordship  shall  direct. 

^^  I  hâve  been  detained  beyond  ail  bounds  by  my 
numerous  yisitations  of  scfaools,  ofbener  painful  than 
pleasant,  from  the  state  in  which  they  are  found.  But 
I  hâve  almost  always  the  consolation  of  imagining,  that 
my  efforts  at  reformation  hâve  been  attended  with  more 
or  less  suceess.  In  some,  in  many  instances,  jarring 
spirits  hâve  been  recenciled.  In  many,  ladîes  and 
gentlemen,  who  before  had  taken  no  other  share  in  the 
school  than  contributing  their  money,  and  sometimes 
Bot  even  that,  hare  been  brought  forward  to  act  with 
xeal  and  ability.  In  several,  the  master  and  mistress, 
as  well  as  the  visitors,  hâve  been  animated  with  new 
iife  and  spîrit.  In  ail,  some  hope  of  amélioration  bas 
been  entertained. 

^'  In  several  boarding-schools  for  young  ladies,  I  hâve 
introduced  the  new  System.  In  one.  Miss  Walker's 
at  Leamington,  I  hâve  seen  it  carried  to  a  high  degree 
of  perfection, 

"  No  part  of  my  tour  bas  afforded  me  more  satisfac- 
tion than  my  double  attendance  at  the  school  in  which 
I  hâve  ever  felt  the  deepest  interest.  It  was  most 
grievous  and  afllictive  to  me,  that  I  should  long  bave 
seen  that  school  in  a  state  widely  différent  from  what 
was  due  to  your  lordship's  unexampled  bounty,  and 


58  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

eaxnest  attention  and  support^  wîthout  being  able  to 
effect  the  object  which  I  had  so  much  at  heart.  I 
thank  God  tbat  this  object  is  now  so  far  effected,  as 
your  lordship  will  see  by  the  accompanying  extract 
from  a  work^  which  I  hope  shortly  to  hâve  the  honour 
of  presenting — a  work  which  bas  occupied  every  mor- 
ning  and  evening^  as  active  exertions  bave  almost  every 
day^  of  my  long  tour.  AU  that  I  bave  yet  said  of  the 
Barrington  school  is,  that  it  was  in  perfect  order--^ 
that  there  was  nothing  wanting  to  the  rapid  improve- 
ment,  orderly  habits,  and  entire  delight  of  every  scho* 
lar.  How  far  thèse  advant^ges  will  be  continued  to 
the  utmost  benefit  of  the  scholars,  will  entirely  dépend 
on  the  zealous  and  incessant  observance  of  the  economy 
of  the  school,  which  I  left  in  the  highest  perfection. 
Ail  that  I  could  think  of,  to  ensure  the  beautiful  and 
delightful  fruits  which  this  state  of  things  is  fitted  to 
yield,  I  did.  This  will  be  seen  in  the  naonthly  reports, 
which,  under  your  lordship's  sanction,  I  desired  to  be 
regularly  sent  to  your  lordship.  Of  thèse  when  I  attend 
your  lordship. 

"  I  bave  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  with  the  highest 
esteem,  your  most  faithful  and  devoted^ 

''  A.  Bell. 

^'I  hâve  found  the  new  System  in  some  grammar 
schools,  and  bave  introduced  it  into  some/' 

From  Bourton  the  doctor  went  to  London,  where 
be  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  took  up  bis 
abode  in  Dorset  Street  ;  but,  before  we  foUow  bis 
movements  further,  we  musc  notice  what  had  been 
going  on  at  St  Andrews  in  the  meanwhile. 
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We  bave  seen  that^  for  some  time  past,  the  Madras 
System  had  been  partially  acted  upon  at  St  Andrews  ; 
it  seems^  bowever^  tbat  tbere  was  still  wanting  a  more 
adéquate  provision  for  tbe  éducation  of  the  poorer 
classes,  and  tbis  was  now  sougbt  to  be  obtained.  Ac* 
cordinglj,  tbe  following  printed  drcular  appeared  soon 
after  Dr  Bell's  departure  : — 

**  8t  Andraws,  27(h  Jannary  1816. 

'^  At  a  meeting  of  tbe  subscribers  towards  establisb- 
ing  a  scbool  in  tbis  city,  on  tbe  System  of  tuition 
recommended  by  tbe  Rev.  Dr  Bell,  a  committee,  oon- 
sisting  of  tbe  foUowing  gentlemen,  was  appointed  to 
procure  subscriptions,  and  otberwise  to  forward  tbe 
wisbes  of  tbe  subscribers  : — 


**  Rev.  Dft  Plattaib,  (Principal,)  Pi^endetiL 
George  Dempster,  Esq.  of  DannicheD,  Rey.  Dr  G.  Buist, 
General  Campbell,  Rev.  Dr  (Professer)  Haldane, 

Dr  (Professer)  Jackson,  Dr  (Professor)  Hunter, 

John  Mnrray,  Esq.  of  LintroM,  Akzander  BInnj,  Esq. 

Captun  Thomas  Masson,  Dr  Madie,  Secntary. 


'*  Tbe  committee  tbink  thej  cannot  fiilfil  tbe  trust 
reposed  in  tbem  better,  tban  by  submitting  to  tbe  con- 
sidération of  tbe  public  tbe  motives  wbicb  induced  tbe 
forming  of  tbis  society. 

"  Tbe  plan  of  éducation  recommended  by  Dr  Bell 
bas  met  witb  so  bigb  approbation  from  tbe  most  com- 
pétent judges,  on  account  of  its  obvious  adrantages 
witb  regard  to  tbe  saving  of  time  and  expense,  tbat  it 
bas  been  adopted  very  generally  tbrougbout  tbe  king- 
dom  ;  and  it  bas  been  partially  foUowed  by  Mr  Webster, 
in  bis  scbool  bere,  witb  so  great  success,  tbat  tbere  can 
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be  no  doubt  of  its  being  much  more  bénéficiai^  if  it  was 
completely  established.  This^  unfortunately^  cannot  be 
done  in  the  présent  school-house^  where  the  children  are 
80  crowded,  that  it  is  impossible  to  observe  the  neces- 
flary  order  and  regnlarity  ;  and  the  want  of  free  venti- 
lation cannot  fail  to  be  injurions  to  their  health.  The 
books  and  other  apparatus^  necessaiy  to  foUow  the  Sys- 
tem with  effect^  hâve  been  procured  from  London  ;  but 
still  it  is  found  they  can  only  be  partially  used^  until  a 
larger  school-room  is  provided.  For  this  important  pur- 
pose  this  association  has  been  formed,  and  the  com- 
mittee  eamestly  request  the  assistance  of  the  public^  to 
enable  them  to  extend  the  advantages  of  éducation^ 
at  a  small  expenae,  to  the  children  of  every  class  in 
sodetyy  and  to  provide  a  room  where  their  health  may 
not  be  injured. 

^^  The  commîttee  also  take  this  opportunity  of  sta- 
ting  to  the  public,  the  want  of  a  place  where  the  gratis 
Sunday  evening  school  can  assemblé^  and  to  profiter  for 
that  purpose  the  use  of  the  house^  which  they  trust  the 
liberality  of  the  public  will  enable  them  to  erect. 

''  Sorry  to  find  that  an  opinion  has  gone  forth  that 
this  school  is  intended  to  be  in  opposition  to  the  esta- 
blished  English  school,  the  committee,  in  their  own 
name,  and  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers,  solemnly  dis- 
claim  every  idea  of  that  kind  ;  their  sole  wish  being  to 
fumish  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  children  who  cannot 
be  accommodated  elsewhere,  and  whose  parents  are 
anxious  to  hâve  them  educated  on  Dr  Belles  System," 

This  paper  was  enclosed  to  Dr  Bell  by  Dr  Mudie, 
and  accompanied  by  a  request  that  he  would  aasist 
them  by  his  subscription. 
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To  which  he  replied — 

"Durham,  Febniary  12,  1816. 

"DearSlr, 

"It  cannot  but  be  higbly  interesting  to  me  to  learn^ 
from  your  yaluable  communication^  that  measnres  are 
taken  to  obtain  for  the  children  of  my  native  city  the  ad- 
vantages  of  tbe  new  System  of  éducation^  under  the  high* 
est  authoritie&.  There  can  be  no  doubt  tbat  wbatever  dé- 
pends on  thèse  vénérable  and  respectable  members  of 
the  committee  wiU  be  done.  But^  after  ail  that  ean  be 
done  by  directors^  visitors^  and  superintendents^  much 
will  dépend  on  the  master*  I  ^all  watch  your  progress 
with  an  anxious  eye.  The  measures  which  I  may  per- 
haps  be  induced  to  pursue^  will  be  determined  by  the 
conduct  of  the  master,  and  by  his  success.  Acting  on 
any  other  principloi  I  often  find  that  I do  little  or  no  good. 
You  will  see,  in  the  sheets  of  a  work  now  in  the  press, 
which  I  send  as  far  as  it  is  printed^  that  I  consider  a 
salary  given^  independent  of  success^  as  a  premium  for 
neglecting  duty.  I  wish  to  secure  suceess  if  I  can^  and^ 
on  this  head^  I  shall  be  thought  very  unreaBonable. 
Nothing  less  will  satisfy  me  than  to  see  every  child 
completely  busied^  earnest^  and  happy,  every  moment 
spent  in  school^  and  always  advancing  in  a  judicious 
course  of  study.  My  aid  is  only  given  when  it  will 
tum  to  good  account.  It  is  withdrawn,  as  you  may 
perhaps  know^  when  I  am  disappointed.  My  object 
now  is  to  prevent  disappointment^  by  wlthholding  the 
reward  till  I  satisfy  myself  that  it  is  earned.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  when  you  send  me  the  list  ofsuhscrip- 
tiens  I  shall  beg  leave  to  offer  my  mite,  and  no  more,  for 
the  présent.    I  need  not,  I  trust,  add  that  I  shall  view  the 
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proceedîngs  at  St  Andrews,  under  such  auspices,  with 
peculiar  interest,  perhaps  with  a  natural  préjudice. 
One  thing  I  beg  leave  to  observe — ^it  is  this  :  if  the  mas- 
ter  do  not  immediately  adopt  the  new  System  in  ail  the 
departments  of  his  school,  especially  by  teaching  every 
letter,  monosyllable,  and  the  syllabic  lessons  of  the 
spelling-book,  (No.  S  of  the  National  Society 's  Common 
Spelling-Book,)  by  writing  them  on  the  slate,  I  shall 
entertain  no  good  hope.  Let  him  talk  to  me  for  ever 
of  difficulties,  want  of  room,  &c.  &c.  &c., — ^he  will 
talk  în  vain.  /  will  not  listen  to  him.  No  difficulty 
whatever  but  will  be  rendered  less  by  the  new  System 
than  it  is  otherwise.  Difficulties  in  the  instruction 
and  discipline  of  a  school  are  created  by  the  master,  or 
often  handed  down  to  him.  Another  point,  I  am  per- 
suaded,  is  not  unworthy  of  notice — if  a  master  go  for 
instruction  before  he  bas  made  his  utmost  exertions  in 
every  branch  of  the  course  of  tuition,  the  resuit  is,  that 
he  will  leam  little  more  than  those  do  who  look  on 
when  a  game  is  played  ;  but  with  this  différence,  that 
ail  will  appear  to  him  perfectly  simple  and  easy,  as 
indeed  it  is,  and  he  will  conceive  himself  completely 
master  of  the  art,  when  ail  the  while  he  entirely  over- 
looks  the  minute  rules,  on  the  observance  of  which 
ail  dépends.  He  should  be  able  to  compare  the 
progress,  which  he  may  hâve  made  beforehand,  with 
that  of  the  Central  School,  and  correct  his  mistakes  or 

errors  by  the  prototype 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  veiy  faithfully  yours, 

"A.  Bell/' 

He  arrived,  as  we  hâve  seen,  in  London  the  latter 
end  of  April  ;  but  there  îs  not  much  to  notice  during 
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this  visit.  In  the  course  of  his  journey  he  had  been  en- 
gagea in  preparing  another  pamphlet,  which  was  to  be 
entitled  '^  a  brief  sketch  of  the  progress  of  the  Madras 
System  of  éducation  in  England  ;  with  suggestions  for 
securing  the  more  effectuai,  permanent,  and  gênerai 
instruction  of  the  people  ;  and  with  a  vîew  to  its  im- 
médiate diffiision  among  the  schools  for  the  higher  orders 
of  Society." 

In  this  he  was  desirous  of  including  a  number  of  do- 
cuments relative  to  the  introduction  of  the  System  into 
the  army  ;  and,  on  his  arrivai  in  town,  he  had  called  on 
Sir  Harry  Calvert,  at  the  Horse  Guards,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  requesting  his  permission  to  publish  them,  but 
not  finding  him  at  home  he  wrote  to  him,  and  received, 
in  reply,  a  note  stating,  that  '^  the  commander-in-chief 
had  not  any  objection  to  the  publication  of  the  papers 
in  question." 

Thèse  documents  (which,  however,  were  not  then 
published,  although  some  years  afterwards  they  vrere 
printed  for  private  circulation}  consisted  of  some  of  the 
correspondence  which  he  had  had  with  the  military  au- 
thorities  since  1807,  including  Matthew  Lewis's  letter  of 
the  14th  of  October  of  that  year,  intimating  the  suc- 
cess  of  the  system  at  the  Royal  Military  Asylum  ;  a 
letter  to  him  from  Sir  H.  Calvert,  of  December  1812; 
the  memoranda  and  application  for  loave  of  absence, 
presented  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  1812;  and  a  letter 
of  November  1814  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Williamson^ 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Royal  Military  Asy- 
lum, to  Mr  Marriot,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a 
print  of  Dr  Bell,  which  that  gentleman  had  presented 
to  the  commissioners,  and  stating  that  they  were  very 
happy  "  in  any  opportunity  of  bearing  their  testimony 
to  the  salutary  effects  resulting  from  this  mode  of  edu- 
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cation^  and  of  expressing  their  senae  of  the  benefits 
derived  by  the  Royal  Military  Asylum  from  the  per- 
sonal  attenticHi  of  Dr  Bell." 

It  happened  also  at  this  time,  that  th^  Princess 
Charlotte  had  given  her  name  and  support  to  the  Na- 
tional Society^  and,  in  conséquence,  Dr  Bell  considered 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  for  presenting  his  works 
on  éducation  to  her  Royal  Highness.  He  accord- 
ingly  communicated  with  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury  on 
the  subject,  and,  through  him,  it  was  arranged  that  he 
should  hâve  an  audience  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  and 
Prince  Leopold,  at  Camelford  House  ;  but,  from  some 
cause  or  other,  the  interview  did  not  then  take  place^ 
but  we  find  that  he  sent  his  publications  to  the  Bishop 
of  Salisbury  some  days  afterwards,  in  order  that  he 
might  deliver  tbem  to  the  princess^ 

During  the  time  that  Dr  Bell  had  been  engaged  in 
scholastic  visitations  on  his  late  joumey^Mr  Bamford  had 
been  also  similarly  and  extensively  employed;  and  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  hère  take  some  notice  of  his 
movements.  We  hâve  seen  that,  after  his  Visitation  of 
Bchools  in  Durham  and  Northumberland,  he  retumed 
to  London  by  the  end  of  February  1816,  where  he  re- 
mained,  attending  to  his  duties  at  the  Central  school, 
until  the  following  June,  when  he  again  set  out  on  a 
scholastic  tour.  His  journal  of  this  is  before  me^  and 
a  few  extracts  from  it  may  not  be  deemed  uninteresting 
or  unimportant. 

'*  The  first  place  after  my  departure  from  London, 
June  19,  1816,  was  Tonbridge  Wells.  The  female 
school  of  industry,  consisting  of  sixty  or  seventy  chil* 
dren,  was  the  one  I  was  directed  to  re-organize.  Any 
school  which  bas  been  partially  or  imperfectly  conducted 
on  thé  ncw  System  of  éducation,  or  one  which  bas  never 
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experiencedy  in  any  degree,  its  salutary  influence^  when 
the  Madras  System  is  carefully  administered^  and  its 
practices  undeviatingly  executed,  soon  émerges  from  that 
léthargie  dulness^  and  torpid  inactivity,  which  perrade 
and  characterise  the  charitj  schools  on  the  old  habit, 
for  the  appellation  of  System  it  nerer  merited.  The 
application  of  the  Madras  System  is  like  prodncinglight 
from  darkness — ^like  steel  striking  a  dull  pièce  of  flint^ 
and  emitting  sparks  from  which  a  fire  may  he  kindled. 
The  System  soon  had  this  desirahle  effect  at  Tonhridge 
Wells.  Lady  visitors  were  appointed^  (the  power  heing 
formerly,  almost  entirely^  invested  in  one  or  two  per- 
sonsy  who  oould  not  he  expected  to  attend  so  constantly 
as  the  school  required,)  nrho  were  so  much  interested 
in  its  welfare^  that  they  not  only  snperintended  each 
dass  as  ushers,  but  also  were  instructed  in  a  class  by 
themselyes,  that  they  might  be  able  to  prosecute  their 
work  with  more  intelligent  confidence^  and  positive 
assurance.  The  mistress  was  attentive  and  industrious^ 
but  not  powerful  in  exécution.  The  school  was  in 
beautifîil  order^  and  making  a  regular  progress  when  I 
was  ordered  to  Brighton 

•*  On  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  July  I  left  Brighton, 
and  on  the  29th  reached  Liverpool,  where  I  had  the  inex- 
pressible  pleasure  of  acting  a  few  days  under  the  immé- 
diate directions  of  Dr  Bell.  The  Welsh  Charity  School, 
the  Blue.^x)at  Hospital,  the  Female  School  of  Industry, 
and  the  Mile-end  Girls'  School,  engaged  my  constant 
attention.  The  Blue-coat  Hospital  is  an  ancient  insti-* 
totion — ^number  of  children,  I  think,  222.  This  school 
was  in  such  a  flourishing  condition,  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  spending  much  time  in  it.  But  the  Welsh 
Charity  School,  of  about  300  boys,   required  every 
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exertîon  ;  for,  though  the  System  might  hâve  been  par* 
tially  acted  upon  before,  yet  there  were  no  regular  and 
determined  practices.  The  zeal  and  assiduity  of  the 
master,  however,  soon  effected  a  considérable  change  ; 
and  I  can  safely  say  the  school,  on  my  departure, 
exhîbited  ho  incorrect  spécimen  of  the  Madras  System, 
and  the  master  informs  me  that  it  still  goes  on  im- 
proving."     •     .     .     • 

.  After  this  he  attended  Dr  Bell  to  Salford  school, 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Manchester,  Halifax,  and 
Leeds.  ''  From  hence,"  he  continnes,  "  I  went  tq  Wake- 
field  on  the  5th  of  October.  The  school  contains 
about  280  or  290  boys.  The  classes  read  tolerably 
well;  but  the  discipline  was  as  bad  as  the  Haliûix 
school.  As  soon  as  the  master  tumed  his  back  from  a 
class,  and  even  while  he  was  hearing  one,  they  would 
be  laughing  and  playing  without  taking  any  notice  of 
him.  He  is  anxious  to  improve,  and,  in  a  certain 
degree,  industrious  ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  do  not 
think  him  equal  to  such  a  school.  He  had  the  Shef- 
field  school,  but  was  superseded  by  Ëllershaw,  who  was 
sent  from  the  Ceptral  school,  London.  From  Wake- 
field  I  visited  my  friends  at  Ulverstone,  with  whom  I 
stayed  till  the  8th  of  November,  when  I  proceeded  to 
York,  arriving  there  on  the  lOth.  Having  been  dis- 
^ppointed  so  many  times  in  finding  bad  schools,  I 
-^as  most  agreeably  surprised  by  finding  a  good  one  at 
York.  To  extol  where  merit  prompts  is  equally  my 
duty,  as  well  as  to  explain  where  neglect  appears.  Me 
Danby  seems  to  me  one  of  the  few  who  study  ta 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  school.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  he  possesses  every  qualification  which  constitutes  a 
good  schoolmaster  ;  but  his  conductin  school  is  such  as 
must  ensuite  obédience  and  order,  and  aiso  win  the 
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affections  of  the  children.  He  certainly  enjoya  ad  van- 
tages  which  other  scbools  lack  ;  but  still  that  does  not 
diminish  his  relative  merit. — ^York  is  an  inland  city^  and 
not  infested  with  manufactures^  and  four  boys^  as  ushers^ 
are  retained^  and  allowed  £5  per  annum.  Most  of  the 
présent  teachers  bave  held  tbeir  ofiSce  since  the  school 
commenced^  four  or  five  years  ago."     .... 

From  York,  Bamford  proceeded  by  Manchester,  Sal- 
ford,  Preston,  and  Lancaster,  to  Carlisle,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  28d  of  December,  and  where,  as  we  bave 
seen,  Dr  Bell  joined  him  on  his  retum  from  Scotland. 

The  direction  of  Bamford's  movements,  on  thèse  scho- 
lastic  expéditions,  had  always  been  rather  a  délicate 
point  ;  indeed,  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  find  out  Dr  Bell's  wishes  conceming  him,  or, 
when  found  out,  to  exécute  them.  When  in  Ireland, 
he  had  been  rather  annoyed  at  some  opposition  that 
he  supposed  had  been  offered  to  his  having  the  con«* 
trol  of  his  movements;  and  now  that  it  was  clearly 
understood  to  be  the  wish  of  the  school  committee  that 
he  should  direct  him,  he  objected  to  do  so,  but  was  dé- 
sirons of  delegating  that  office  to  Lord  Kenyon,  who,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  from  him  on  this  point,  remarks — '*  I 
am  sorry  for  once,  my  dearest  sir,  that  I  cannot  obey 
your  orders;  but  I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  order 
Bamford,  though  I  will  most  readily  convey  to  him  any 
orders  you  may  choose  to  send  through  me.  York  ho 
b  at  probably,  and  Preston  he  is  to  go  to  ;  as  to  his 
expenses  the  National  Society  pay  him  two  guineas  a* 
week,  and  whatever  more  shall  be  necessary  1  will  be 
personally  answerable  for,  if  the  National  Society,  or 
places  which  he  visits,  are  unwilling;  and  no  real 
difficulty  as  to  settling  will  ari^e  till  we  ail  return  to 
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London^  îf  you  will  only  send  hlm  your  orders,  and 
keep  him  employed  in  the  north  and  west." 

Dr  Bell,  however,  still  persisted  in  wishing  his  lord- 
sliip  to  undertake  the  arrangement  of  Bamford's  move- 
ments.  "  I  foresaw,"  he writes  in  December  1816,  '*  what 
mustprobablybappen,  if,  during  my  wanderings,  I  had 
the  direction  of  him.  If  I  had  net  foreseen,  expérience 
would  hâve  taiight  me.  Ho  can  only  be  directed  by  a 
person  or  persons  stationary.  Owing  to  my  wander- 
ing,  and  the  indécision  and  delays  of  committees,  in- 
stead  of  going  from  Sheffield  or  Wakefield  to  York,  he 
travelled  to  a  distance  to  return.  Again,  he  goes  to 
Preston  before  Carlisle.  Till  I  cease  wandering,  ï 
should  sin  against  conscience,  if  I  were  to  undertake 
the  direction  of  him.  My  private  opinion  is,  that  our 
object  would  be  best  gained  by  his  own  correspondence, 
under  yonr  lordship,  with  those  who  stand  in  need  of 
him/' 

Hère  the  matter  dropped,  and  ît  appears  that  Bam- 
ford,  after  assisting  Dr  Bell  at  Carlisle,  retimied  to 
London,  and  soon  after  took  temporary  charge  of  the 
Clergy  Orphan  school,  St  John^s  Wood,  where  we 
must  now  leave  him,  and  résume  our  account  of  the 
opérations  at  the  Central  school,  which  were  last  brought 
down  to  June  1816.  During  the  midsummer  holi- 
days  of  this  year,  Mr  Johnson  made  another  scholastic 
tour  through  Hampshire  and  Sussez;  and,  after  his 
return,  we  find  a  number  of  letters  conceming  some  of 
the  minor  practices  of  the  System,  which  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary  hère  to  take  notice  of. 

From  the  first  discovery  of  the  new  System  of  édu- 
cation, its  principle  and  gênerai  laws  had  been  fixed. 
This,  however,  was  far  from  being  the  case  with  the 
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subordinate  practices,  which^  though  bound  together  by 
the  principle  of  self-tuitîon^  under  which  they  wer^ 
carried  into  effect,  were  continually  being  altered  and 
diversified.  That  this  was^  to  a  certain  extent,  an  eyil, 
cannot  be  denied.  The  constant  change  in  thèse 
practices  was  troublesome^  both  to  master  and  scholar, 
and  especially  so  to  those  individuals  who^  coming  from 
a  distance  to  the  Central  school  for  instruction^  and,  on 
their  retum,  adopting  the  practices  which  they  had 
there  seen  in  use,  found,  when  subsequently  visited, 
either  by  Dr  Bell  or  his  emissaries,  that  a  new  set  of 
détails  had  been  established,  and  that  they  had  their 
task  to  leam  anew. 

The  Central  school,  intended  as  it  was  to  be  a  modd 
of  the  System,  was  doubtless  the  fittest  place  for  thèse 
exp^riments  to  be  tried.  The  chief  evil,  therefore,  ap* 
pears  to  hâve  been  in  the  impetuosity  of  Dr  Bell's  cha- 
racter.  His  ever  active  mind  was  continually  planning 
and  inventing  remédies  for  every  evil  that  occurred,  and 
his  sanguine  tempérament  led  him  to  anticipate  the  most 
bénéficiai  results  from  each  new  device.  But  the  minds 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  were  not  often  cast 
in  the  same  mould  as  his  own  ;  nor,  indeed,  if  they  had, 
would  it  hâve  been  as  easy  for  them  to  exécute,  as  it 
was  for  him  to  plan. 

Anoth^  evil  arising  from  this  was,  that  it  caused  a 
real  inconsistency  between  Dr  Bell's  principles  and  his 
praetice.  He  was  continually  asserting  in  his  publica- 
tions that  the  whole  power  and  beauty  of  the  System 
ky  in  the  principle  of  self-tuition,  and  that  the  minor 
practices  and  détails  were  of  no  real  importance,  corn- 
paratively  speaking  ;  but  that  they  ^'  might  be  multi- 
plied,  diversïfied  at  pleasure,  and  even  set  aside,  with- 
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out  essentially  affecting  the  character  of  the  System  .'* 
It  had  been  one  of  the  charges  brought  against  Lancas- 
ter^  that  he  had  so  overlaid  the  principle  of  mutual  in- 
struction with  plans  and  devices^  as  almost  to  hâve  lost 
sight  of  it  altogether;  and  accusations  to  this  effect  were 
not  wanting  against  Dr  Bell  himself^  though  the  object 
of  his  numerous  experiments  was  merely  to  simplify  the 
minor  détails.     The  véhémence  with  which  he  insisted 
on  the  adoption  of  his  new  inventions,  trifling  as  many 
of  them  were,  and  the  annoyance  he  exhibited  on  the 
slightest  inaccuracy  in  their  exécution,  led  others  to 
suppose  that  it  was  on  thèse  that  the  chief  power  of  the 
System  depended.     His  manner  of  condemning  trifling 
inaccuracies  in  those  schools  which  he  visited  in  his 
travels,  was  often  unnocessarily  harsh  and  violent  ;  and, 
while  the  slightest  omission  called  forth  unlimited  blâme, 
it  required  a  veiy  hîgh  state  of  perfection  to  obtain  his 
commendations.     This  violence  arose  more  from  his 
anxious  désire  to  perform  his  experiments,  than  from 
any  unkindly  feelings  towards  those  whom  he  thus  ad- 
dressed,  and  from  whom  he  was  always  désirons  to  part 
on  friendly  terms.    Still  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
he  should  hâve  attached  such  an  overweening  impor- 
tance to  trifles,  and  that  he  should  thereby  hâve  lessened 
that  influence  which,  great  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  would 
hâve  been  materiaUy  increased  by  a  more  temperate  and 
judicious  Une  of  action.     But  to  return. 

Thero  was  no  part  of  the  System  which  had  cost 
him  so  much  time,  labour,  and  contrivance,  as  the 
first  stages  of  tuition — ^the  alphabetical  and  elemen- 
tary  lessons;  and  it  was  concerning  altérations  in  the 
mode  of  teaching  thèse,  that  the  correspondence  I  hâve 
teferred  to  took  place.  The  subject  is  certainly  in  itself 
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comparatively  unîmportant^  (although  tlie  resuit  Was  of 
considérable  utility  ;)  but,  as  it  shows  the  peculiar  bent 
of  Dr  Bell's  mind,  I  must  hère  briefly  enter  upon  it. 

As  early  as  the  end  of  the  last  century,  Dr  Briggs 
had  arranged  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  according  to 
the  simplicity  of  their  form  ;  and  the  printed  letters  had 
first  been  learned,  and  then  the  written  ones,  by  tracing 
them  în  sand.  But  it  was  aftervrards  conceived  that 
thîs  practice  would  admit  of  some  altération  with  advan- 
tage,  and  the  slate  was  in  conséquence  substituted,  and 
the  initiatory  lessons  written  upon  it.  This  process 
was  much  less  liable  to  neglect  or  abuse.  It  was  the 
same  as  in  ciphering;  the  letters  being  written,  and 
read  after  they  were  written  on  slates,  as  in  sand,  like 
the  digits  in  notation  and  numération,  and  the  alphabe-- 
tical  card  being  copied  letter  by  letter  and  line  by  Une, 

This  process,  curiously  enough,  went  by  the  name  of 
I  L  T  o,  because  thèse  letters,  on  account  of  the  sim<^ 
plîcity  of  the  characters,  composed  of  straight  lines  and 
a  curve,  which  comprise  the  elementary  forms  of  most 
of  the  alphabet,  stood  at  the  head  of  the  cards  ;  and, 
-for  the  same  reason,  the  same  appellation  was  given  to 
the  entire  practice  of  writing  every  spelling  and  syllabic 
iesson  on  the  slate,  throughout  the  elementary  part  of 
the  scholar's  course. 

Thîs  practice  was  introduced  intô  the  schools  of  tho 
National  Society  either  in  1814,  or  early  in  1816.  In 
''The  English  SchooP*  of  1814,  Dr  Bell's  directions  for 
acquiring  the  alphabet  were  chiefly  by  means  of  the  sand 
board,  but  slates  were  recommended  for  children  who 
were  further  advanced. 

It  was  considered  by  Dr  Bell,  that  if  the  cards  were 
written  as  they  ought  to  be,  the  art  of  writing  would 
be  taught  "  in  less  than  no  time;  "  that  is,  they  would  be 
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sooner  and  better  learned  than  when  not  written  ;  and^ 
at  the  same  time^  the  writing  of  them  Trould  suflSce  for 
instruction  in  that  art^  till  tfaey  had  at  least  finished 
monosyllables.  After  some  experiments  had  been  made 
in  this  practice^  Lord  Kenyon  remarks  in  a  letter^  9th 
September  1815 — ^^  I  am  glad  Daris  is  so  zealous  about 
I  L  T  o.  Mrs  Rogers  will^  I  doubt  not,  bave  done  it 
long  before  the  arrivai  of  either  of  us  in  London,  as  her 
knowledge  of  your  will  and  her  executing  it  are  most 
valuably  contemporaneous," 

On  this  subject  Dr  BdOl  also  writes  to  Mr  Johnson 
early  in  the  foUowing  November  : — 

'^  When  I  send  directions  to  schools,  I  frequently  find 
attempts  made  to  carry  them  into  exécution,  but  seldom 
see  any  thing  eflectual  done  till  I  readi  the  spot,  when, 
by  persev^ance  in  the  first  step,  it  is  seen  at  once  ho\r 
facile  the  task  proposed  becomes.  Of  this  description 
is  the  I  L  T  o  :  It  is  beautiful  to  see  its  ^ects.  Like 
ail  else,  it  should  begin  at  the  beginning;  but  even 
when  it  has  not  so  begun,  it  proceeds  as  I  could  wish 
with  the  dasses  in  the  first  and  third  books,  as  soon  as 
the  children  can  write  their  letters  readily.  When  dif- 
ficulties  arise,  let  the  lessons  be  in  the  first  instance 
copied  at  the  desk.  In  the  polysyllables,  or  even  mono- 
syllables, it  is  not  necessary  to  copy  them  on  a  second 
going  over,  or  oftener  than  once.  In  aU  I  do,  I  take 
out  my  watch,  and  measure  the  dme  requisite  for  every 
opération,  and  exact  accordingly •  Ëvery  thing  sucoeeds 
that  is  looked  afiber,  and  lighdy  executed,  and  nothing 
that  is  not. 

'^  When  a  class  is  advanced,  and  not  peitfeet  in  the 
monosyllabic  carda^  it  is  a  good  practioe  to  Befredi  their 
memories  by  writing,  for  theîr  writing  lessons,  a  pag« 
df  thâ  first,  reading  it  rapidfy^  and  even  ^pelling  hard 
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irords,  ail  which  should  be  done  in  a  quartèr  of  an  houn 
AU  the  writing  lessons  should  be  connected  with  the 
reading  or  other  studies.  No  more  idle  taaks.  You 
faaTe  made  a  beginning,  but  I  hâve  not  adranoed  in  my 
long  and  eamest  pursuit  at  the  Central  and  other 
schools^  in  the  information  which  I  greatlj  irant  ;  and 
especiallj  for  my  instructions^  irhich  occupy  me  entirely^ 
when  not  engaged  in  active  duty." 

The  time  of  the  half-yearly  public  examination  was 
now  at  hand^  which  Mr  Johnson  was  very  desirous  that 
Dr  Bell^  who  was  then  at  Dunnichen^  should  attend. 
Thisy  however^  he  was  unable  to  asccomplisfa.  Nor  did 
any  thing  occur  particularly  worthy  of  notice  on  this 
occasion. 

The  practice  of  simultaneous  reading  and  writing^ 
still  continued  to  occupy  the  attention  both  of  Mr 
Johnson  and  Dr  Bell,  the  iatter  of  whom  was  most 
enwgetîc  in  his  endeavoors  to  hare  it  sucoessfully  esta- 
blished.  In  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr  Johnson,  in 
which  he  did  not  speak  of  this  practice  in  such  terms 
as  he  had  expected,  he  writes  with  his  usual  eamestness. 
^'  Now  for  the  i  L  T  o  :  I  fear  I  shall  not  sleep  soundly 
till  I  hear  from  you,  or  see  it  producing  thesame  fruits 
in  Baldwin's  gardens  as  in  Bishop's-Auckland.  Dr 
Garey  was  delighted  and  charmed  with  its  eariiest  ex* 
hibition  there.  What  would  he  be  now  ?  Wherever 
it  h  attended  to  as  it  ought,  and  duly  und^!^tood,  it 
wîU  do  ail  that  can  be  done  for  a  school.  I  hâve  gone 
the  fuU  length  of  my  tether.  I  can  go  no  further.  It 
lesves  nothing  more  for  me  to  do.  Ail  tho  world  will 
in  time  learn  every  lesson  (initiatory)  by  writing  it. 
The  page  of  monosyllables  (for  example)  may  be  first 
copied  on  slate,  to  make  its  further  leaming  easy.    Go 
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to  work  again.  Believe  you  hâve  not  done  ît  as  it 
ought  to  be^  till  you  are  delighted,  and  charmed  as 
ail  are,  where  it  îs  performed  rightly.  Do  not,  I  pray 
you,  leave  it  for  me  to  do,  but  accomplish  before  my 
arrivai.  It  is  completely  done  at  the  Barrington  school^ 
and  aU  there  think  it  ail  in  ail.  I  think  it  consummates 
xny  labours,  and  leaves  nothing  more  for  me  to  do  but 
to  revise,  correct,  and  propagate  my  ABC,  &c. — work 
enougb,  and  more  than  enough,  for  a  young  man  ;  how 
much  more  tben  for  my  âge  ?** 

Mr  Johnson's  next  letter,  however,  set  bis  mind  at 
rest  on  this  point,  as  he  assured  him  that  the  practice  was 
then  working  admirably,  the  partial  failure  having  only 
arisen  from  temporary  causes.  Lord  Kenyon  also,  in 
bis  letters,  bears  testimony  to  its  success,  and  to  the 
gênerai  good  order  of  the  school. 

Another  subject  which  attracted  a  good  deal  of 
attention  was — ^'  How  far  instruction,  by  books 
composed  in  given  questions  and  answers,  should  be 
carried  ?"  Dr  Bell's  opinion  was,  that  it  should  not  be 
extended  beyond  a  few  elementary  tracts,  such  as  the 
Church  Catechism  broken  into  short  questions,  and 
the  chief  truths  of  the  Christian  religion.  His  reason- 
ing  on  the  subject  was  to  this  effect — '^he  rehearsal 
of  answers  from  book,  by  rote,  contributes  little  to  the 
stock  of  knowledge,  when,  as  often  happons,  it  is  no 
more  than  a  memory  of  words,  without  understanding 
the  sensé.  By  reading  history,  for  example,  in  this 
manner,  the  interest  and  chain  of  information  are  inter- 
rupted  :  words  are  pronounced,  not  things  learnt.  On 
the  other  hand,  by  examining  the  scholar  in  the  course 
of  his  studies,  in  every  sentence,  and  much  more  if  they 
examine  one  another  by  questions,  put  in  every  way, 
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as  they  go  along^  you  will  certainly  discorer  whether 
they  understand  what  they  read,  and  can  instruct  them 
wheresoever  they  are  déficient.  The  questions  are 
▼aried  with  the  progrès»  and  attainments  of  the  dase, 
and  fi'equently  rise  ont  of  the  answers  which  are  made." 

This  was  what  he  uniformly  recommended,  and  the 
resuit  was,  that  this  course  was  generally  foUowed  by 
the  schools  in  union  with  the  National  Society. 

The  subject  of  corporal  punishment  also  was  often 
brought  forward.  It  has  been  seen  how  admirably  the 
new  System  of  éducation  had  succeeded,  from  its  com- 
mencement, in  precluding  ail  punishments  of  this  sort. 
It  seems,  indeed,  to  hâve  been  one  of  its  most  peculiar 
and  striking  properties,  to  substitute  discipline  for  pun- 
ishment, (things  too  often  confounded),and  by  checking 
every  evil  in  the  bud,  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  violent 
measiures.  It  may  possibly  be  true,  that  there  are  some 
minds  so  constituted,  that  nothing  but  the  fear  of  bodily 
pain  will  influence  them  ;  but  thèse  are  rare  instances, 
and  we  must  legislate  for  the  many  and  not  for  the  few. 
Who  can  witness  the  "  burning  blush  of  shame,"  which 
flushes  the  cheek  of  any  ingenuous  boy,  subjected  to 
corporal  punishment,  without  being  conscious  that  some 
of  the  noblest  feelings  of  nature  are  being  outraged  ?  In 
manhood,  a  blow  is  looked  on  as  the  greatest  insuit  that 
can  be  offered  ;  and  can  we  suppose  that  those  feelings, 
which  in  riper  years  attain  such  height  and  acuteness, 
do  not,  in  some  degree  at  least,  exist  in  childhood  ?  I 
would  not,  however,  be  understood  to  allude  hère  to  the 
occasional  punishing  of  mère  children,  but  to  the  prac- 
tice  of  flogging,  which  is  even  now,  I  regret  to  say,  in 
use  at  many  of  our  public  and  private  schools. 

On  this  points  Dr  Bell's  opinions  had  always  been 
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most  decided  ;  and  he  omitted  no  opportunity  of  ex-* 
pressing  them.  In  ail  his  publication3,  he  shows  that 
the  new  System,  when  properly  acted  upon,  has  been 
found  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  corporal  punish^ 
tnent  ;  and  in  this  opinion  he  was  seconded  by  the 
great  body  of  the  National  Society,  and  especially  by 
Lord  Kenyon,  who  was  particularly  anxîous  that  Dr 
Bell  should  not,  in  any  way,  appear  to  countenance  its 
adoption. 

^*  I  haye  ever  had  that  conviction/*  his  lordship  writes 
in  November  1816,  '^  of  the  beauty  and  engagingness  of 
your  System,  that  I  hâve  felt  ail  that  waa  wanted,  was  to 
obtain  an  attendance,  and  that  eyery  one  who  did  attend 
would  be  happy.  With  Mrs  Rogers,  my  countrywoman, 
there  is  never  any  punishment,  and  yet  it  is  &r  more  dif- 
fioult  to  get  girls  to  attend  in  numbers  than  boys.  What 
I  feel  i0,  that,  as  flogging  is  entirely  in  contradiction  to 
the  principles  of  your  System,  and  consequently,  in  pro- 
portion a^  it  is  resorted  to,  it  must  lessen  its  influence 
on  the  minds  of  the  children,  so  it  never  can  produce 
any  real  lasting  good;  and  whatever  evil  it  removes 
temporarily,  wiU  but  return  again  worse,  till  means 
are  resorted  to,  which  shall  remove  the  evil  on  the  true 
prindple  of  the  System.  You  see  I  hâve  more  faith  in 
your  System  than  you  yourself  hâve  ;  so  now,  correct  me 
as  much  as  you  please — only  hear  me." 

"It  delights  my  heart,"  writes  Dr  Bell  soon  afterwards, 
"  that  your  lordship  is  so  firm  and  stout  about  c<^poral 
punishment,  and  still  more  that,  when  you  consider  me 
(I  know  not  why)  as  wavering,  you  Jiold  the  bayonet 
to  my  back  ;  but  it  is  not  needed/' 

Again,  in  his  manual  of  18 16,  he  thus  reit^ates  his  for- 
mer opinion,  now  confirmed  by  long  expérience — "  I  am 
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perBuaded  that  no  other  punishment^  or  even  rewards^ 
are  absolutely  neceesary^  than  those  which  the  émulation 
of  the  new  school^  the  principle  of  imitation^  of  honour, 
and  of  shame^  keep  in  perpétuai  action.  At  any  rate^  in 
the  Central  School  of  the  National  Society^  (and  other 
schools  formed  on  that  model^)  no  corporal  or  other 
punishment^  even  from  the  beginning^  was  admitted, 
except  confinement^  with  a  task  at  extra  hours.  In* 
deed;  so  much  is  done^  in  the  Madras  School^  by 
inspection  and  vigilance^  émulation  and  perpétuai  occu^ 
pation^  to  prevent  offences  and  idleness^  that  there  is 
little  or  nothing  left  for  punishment  to  do/'  Such  was 
his  opinion^  and  it  continued  firm  and  unshaken  to  the 
end  of  his  life. 

I  shall  sum  up  this  account  of  the  Central  school^ 
and  other  scholastic  opérations^  by  making  some  ex- 
tracts from  the  fifth  annual  report  of  the  National  Soci- 
ety^ as  it  is  from  thèse  records  alone  that  we  can  gain  a 
correct  and  adéquate  idea  of  the  rapid  progress  which 
éducation  was  now  making^  and  of  the  labours  of  those 
who  were  directing  its  adyances. 

From  an  allusion  to  a  condensed  recapitulation  of  the 
committee's  four  former  annual  reports,  it  appears  that, 
from  the  sum  of  £24^000^  which  had  been  contributed, 
the  érection  and  enlargement  of  122  schools^  at  a  cost  of 
upwards  of  £100^000^  had  been  procured,(the  additional 
sums  having  been  subscribed  at  each  place^}  that  336 
masters  and  86  mistresses  had  been  qualified  and  provi- 
ded^  and  that  instruction  had  been  imparted  to  abore 
100,000  children.  The  report  then,  after  acknowledg« 
ing  the  liberality  of  the  Prince  Régent^  the  Queen, 
and  others  of  the  royal  family^  of  the  two  universities^ 
and  of  many  other  individuals^  proceeds  thus — 
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"  The  committee  now  tum  to  the  application  of  the 
Society's  resources  ;  and,  in  the  first  place,  beg  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  gênerai  meeting  to  the  Central 
school.  That  important  member  of  the  establishment, 
on  the  high  condition  of  which,  with  respect  to  disci- 
pline and  instruction,  the  success  of  the  society's  ex- 
tended  labours  so  materially  dépends,  remains  under 
the  conduct  of  the  Rev.  WiQiam  Johnson,  whose  abi- 
lity,  vigilance,  and  indefatigable  assiduity  hâve  so  £re- 
quently  called  forth  the  well-earned  tribute  of  the  com- 
mittee's  highest  commendation.  In  reporting  there- 
fore,  that,  as  the  représentative  and  assistant  of  Dr 
Bell,  he  continues  in  the  active  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  arduous  office,  the  committee  feel  that  they  put 
the  gênerai  meeting  in  possession  of  the  most  satisfac- 
tory  pledge  in  their  power  to  offer,  of  the  flourishing 

State  of  this  prominent  object  of  their  conôem 

The  account  hère  given  chiefly  concerns  the  boys' 
school,  the  more  immédiate  sphère  of  Mr  Johnson's 
responsibility.  What  has  been  said,  however,  applies 
equally  to  the  female  department.  Mrs  Rogers  con- 
tinues to  fill  her  station  as  mistress,  with  the  same 
lively  interest  which  she  has  always  taken  in  forming 
the  moral  habits,  and  promoting  the  improvement  of 
the  children.  The  committee  of  ladies,  who  kindly 
undertook  to  act  as  superintendents  of  this  part  of  the 
establishment  from  its  institution,  persévère,  without 
any  abatement  of  zeal,  in  ivatching  over  it,  and  direct- 
ing  its  proceedings;  and  the  resuit  is  precisely  that 
which  those  who  know  the  efficacy  of  the  System  would 
anticipate,  when  such  ample  justice  is  doue  to  it  in  the 
exécution. 

.     .  -.     .     ^'  The  subject  next  in  order,  but  not 
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mferîor  în  importance^  under  the  head  of  the  Central 
school^  is  the  instruction  of  masters  and  mistresses  for 
the  diffusion  of  the  System^  who  consist  of  two  classes — 
such  as  the  society  engages  in  its  own  service,  to  supply 
the  demands  made  upon  it  for  temporary  or  permanent 
assistance,  by  the  friends  of  national  éducation  through- 
eut  the  country,  and  such  as  it  reçoives  for  instruction 
upon  the  recommendations  of  the  clergy,  and  other 
managers  of  country  schools.  Of  the  former  class, 
thirty-five  masters  and  thirty-one  mistresses  hâve  been 
admitted  during  tho  présent  year  ;  of  whom  twenty- 
seven  of  the  one,  and  eighteen  of  the  other,  hâve  been 
permanently  appointed  to  the  conduct  of  schools  formed 
upon  the  national  System,  having,  together  with  those 
yet  unprovided  vrith  situations,  previously  rendered 
temporary  aid  to  forty-eight  différent  places.  Of  the 
latter,  fifty  masters  and  forty-one  mistresses  hâve  been 
received,  who,  vpith  the  exception  of  a  few  still  in 
attendance  at  Baldwin's  gardons,  hâve  been  returned 
to  their  employers,  with  certificates  of  competency  for 
their  respective  situations. 

.  .  .  .  "  The  next  subject  which  claims  the 
attention  of  the  gênerai  meeting,  is  the  progress  made, 
during  the  past  year,  in  difl^ing,  through  the  country 
at  large,  the  benefits  of  the  System.  It  will  be  in  the 
recoUection  of  most  of  the  members  présent,  that,  at 
the  lastanniversary,  564  schools,  containing  upwards 
of  100,000  children,  were  reported  in  imion  with  the 
National  Society.  To  this  incorporation,  the  fiirther 
accession  of  192  schools  is  now  to  be  announced, 
încreasing  the  society's  total  to  756.  Of  thèse,  72 
hâve  immediately  united  themselves  with  the  society 
in  London,  and  the  remaining  120  with  the  diocesan 
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and  district  societies  in  their  respective  neighbour-' 
hoods;  fî-om  which  they  bave  received  ail  the  assist- 
ance requisite  for  introducing  amongst  themselves  the 
new  metkod  of  instruction." 

The  report  then^  after  enumerating  the  number  of 
districts  which  had  come  into  connexion  with  the 
Society^  and  speaking  of  the  assistance  giyen  by  indi- 
viduals  in  visiting  the  différent  schools,  proceeds— 

^  With  respect  to  the  share  which  the  society  has 
taken  upon  itself  in  this  labour  of  yisitation^  it  is  well 
known  how  entirely  Dr  Bell  dévotes  himself  to  this 
important  service^  and  divides  bis  time  between  attend- 
ance  at  the  Central  school^  and  traversing  the  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  inspection.  Mr  Johnson  also,  during 
the  half-yearly  vacation^  has  uniformly  dedicated  that 
period  of  leisure  to  voluntary  circuits,  at  bis  own  cost^ 
amongst  the  schools  in  union^  where  bis  assistance  was 
solicited  ;  and  has  advanced  many  of  them  to  nearly 
the  same  degree  of  perfection^  which  is  justly  admired 
at  Baldwin's  gardens.  As  Mr  Johnson  has  always 
declined  any  gratuity  for  thèse  additional  labours,  the 
committee  bave  thought  proper  to  remunerate  bis  ser- 
vices, by  adding  £50  a-year  to  bis  annual  stipend.  Mr 
Grever  also,  andMr  Bamford,tbemostexperiencedtrain« 
ing  masters  in  the  pay  of  the  society,  bave  been  wholly 
occupied,  during  the  past  year,  in  missions  to  différent 
schools,  in  compliance  with  numerous  applications  ad- 
dressed  to  the  committee,  for  a  visiter  from  the  Central 
School" 

It  also  appears  from  this  report,  that  the  System  was 
making  a  very  gratifying  progress  in  the  navy,  and 
that  there  was  every  probability  of  its  extended  adop- 
tion in  that  branch  of  the  service.     Schools  had  also 
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been  establiehed  in  many  foreign  parts  :  Nova  Scotia^ 
at  Halifax^  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  at  Calcutta^  at 
Bombay^  (wkere  an  institution  had  been  established  on 
a  plan  similar  to  that  of  the  National  Society^}  and  in 
the  Bahama  islands. 

An  application  had  also  been  received  from  the 
ohaplain  to  the  Russian  embassy^  through  Lord  Rad- 
Btock,  reqnesting  the  committee  to  permit  some  officers 
of  the  Russian  army  to  attend  the  Central  school,  for 
the  purpose  of  quahfying  themselves  for  diflftising  it  in 
their  own  régiments.  The  request  vas  granted  ;  and 
thèse  oflScers  accordingly  went  through  the  whole  rou- 
tine of  instruction. 

The  report  then  proceeds  to  give  a  statement  of  the 
différent  grants  towards  erecting  and  enlarging  school^ 
rooms^  which  the  society  had  made  during  the  pre* 
ceding  year,  from  which  it  appears  that  fifty  schools 
had  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  upwards  of  £10,000, 
towards  which  the  society  had  contributed  the  sum  of 
£2870. 


VOL.  iir. 
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CHAPTER  XLII. 


Dr  Bell's  Journal  of  his  Tour  on  the  Continent — Two  Letters  from 
thence. 


De  Bell  had  now  finally  determined  on  carrying 
into  exécution  his  long  contemplated  tour  on  the 
Continent  ;  and,  with  this  riew,  had  proeured  a  num- 
ber  of  introductions  to  diflferent  persons  of  note.  Of 
this  tour  he  kept  a  journal,  from  which  I  shall  hère 
give  such  extracts  as  will  throw  light  on  the  most 
important  points  of  his  journey. 

«  1816,  June  21. 
"  I  purposed  to  begin  a  joiu-nal,  which  the  incessant 
occupation  of  late  years,  at  the  same  time  that  it  ren- 
dered  this  task  the  more  necessary,  prevented  me  from 
undertaking.  Scarcely  can  I  expect  to  be  able  to 
continue  the  work  now  begun.  My  only  hope  rests  in 
the  considération,  that  I  hâve  now  ended  the  composi- 
tion of  three  volumes  on  the  Eléments  of  Tuition,  com- 
prising  the  History  of  the  Discovery,  Progress,  and 
Eflfects  of  the  New  System  of  Education  at  Madras — 
its  introduction  into  Europe,  its  application  into  Eng- 
lish  schools,  and  a  scheme  for  its  application  to  grammar 
schools  ;  and  that  I  hâve  aiso  published  a  fifth  édition 
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of  ^  A  Manual  of  Instructions  for  conducting  Schools 
through  the  agency  of  the  Scliolars  themselyes/ 

^'  But  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  undertaking, 
I  hereby  dedlcate  it^  and  leave  this  rude  sketch^  in 
whatever  state  it  may  be  found,  to  a  noble  friend,  Lord 
Kenyon^  to  whom  I  am  under  obligations  which  can- 
not  be  described,  for  his  assistance  and  fiirtherance 
given  to  ail  my  pursuits,  for  the  space  of  several  years, 
with  an  assiduity,  zeal,  and  condescension,  which  no- 
thing  but  the  most  enlarged  and  enlightened  view  of 
the  incalculable  value  of  the  boon,  which  he  was  occu- 
pied  in  propagating,  could  hâve  inspired. 

'*  On  my  purpose  being  known  to  his  lordship,  who 
bas  been  for  years  the  chief  and  grand  confidant  of  ail 
my  sentiments  and  views  of  visiting  Paris,  he,  of  his 
own  accord,  and  at  his  own  instance,  obtained  for  me  a 
letter  of  introduction  from  the  French  ambassador  in 
London,  to  Le  Comte  de  Laii^e,  minister  of  the  inte- 

rior  in  France From  Lord  Sidmouth 

also,  he  obtained  a  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  ambassador  extraordinary  at  Fai'is. 
General  Sir  Henry  Calvert,  K.G.C.,  also  gave  me  a 
letter,  in  the  name  of  bis  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
York,  to  Sir  Charles  Stuart;  to  whom,  and  to  his 
Majesty's  consul-general,  Mr  Morier,  my  old  and  phi- 
lanthropie friend  Lord  Radstock  gave  me  letters. 

"  With  thèse  and  other  credentials,  I  left  London 
on  the  18th  of  June  1816,  at  siz  o'clock  p.m.,  and 
arrived  at  Paris  on  the  Slst,  in  the  aftemoon.  I  hired 
an  English  chariot  and  pair,  and  a  domestiqiie  de  place; 
the  former  at  20  francs  a-day,  or  ôOO  a*month  ;  the 
latter  at  5  francs  a-day. 

^'  Next,  I  waited  on  David  Morier,  Esq.,  with  Lord 
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Radstock's  admirable  letter,  and  was  received  with  a 
gratifying  warmth  ;  Mr  M.  saying  that  I  required  no 
introduction.  He  first  informed  me  of  the  Society  for 
Elementary  Instruction  at  Paris  having  nominated  me 
an  honorary  member^  and  fumished  me  with  their 
monthly  joumals.  He  ofltered  me  every  assistance, 
and  on  any  occasion  to  act  himself  as  my  interpréter. 
He  would  be  glad  to  see  me  any  day  from  ten  to  one. 
....  He  repeated  to  me  what  he  had  often  before 
said,  *  that  the  only  way  to  put  an  end  to  révolution  in 
France,  was  by  the  éducation  of  ail  the  people  on  Dr 
Bell's  System.'  "     .     .     .     . 

He  then  conveyed  his  introductions  to  Sir  Charles 
Stuart,  (who  gave  him  letters  to  Comte  Laine  and 
the  Duchesse  de  Duras,)  and  to  l'Abbé  Gaultier,  by 
ail  of  whom  he  was  very  well  received. 

"  With  such  a  prospect  before  me,"  he  continues, 
'^  I  might  indulge  in  the  most  enthusiastic  view,  in 
regard  to  the  propagation  of  the  new  System  of  educa* 
tion  in  France,  and  over  the  world,  through  France,  if 
I  did  not  know  that  the  beautiftd  simplicity  of  the 
new  System  is  ill  adapted  to  the  genius  of  the  French 
nation;  that  interested  persons,  and  factions  views, 
pervade  the  world  ;  and  that  seldom  a  man,  hke  my 
Lord  Kenyon,  is  to  be  found,  who  is  actuated  solely 
by  the  love  of  truth,  and  disinterested  views  of  ad- 
vancing  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  man  on 
earth 

"  24th. — Received  a  letter,  (volunteer,)  sent  from 
Sir  Charles  Stuart,  for  Marmont,  the  Duke  of  Ragusa 
— ^unluckily  opened  it,  as  if  for  myself,  but  on  seeing 
'  Marshal  '  immediately  closed  it,  and  gave  it  to  Mr 
Morier,  who  was  to  get  the  ambassador's  seal  on  it. 
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and  accompany  me  to  deliver  it  to-morrcw,  and  also  to 
wherever  I  wished.  Went  with  Monsieur  Gaultier  to 
the  school  of  the  Duchesse  de  Duras.  About  seventy 
boys,  in  bad  order,  noisy,  with  ail  the  Lancasterian  non- 
sense,  loss  of  time,  and  dreadful  clattering  of  hands  and 
slates.  In  teaching  eight  classes  of  a  bench,  each  by 
suspended  cards,  the  monitors  on  the  right  giving 
out  and  spelling  p-e  pe,  d-a-n-t  dant — ^pédant;  &c.,  the 
master  observed  no  order,  and  it  was  next  to  impos- 
sible that  he  could  tell  what  was  done,  and  what  was 
not  done. 

"  26 th. — Went  with  Mr  Morier  to  the  Duke  of 
Ragusa,  (Marmont.)  He  proposed  to  go  to  school 
to-morrow  afternoon  ;  but  to-morrow  being  a  holiday 
at  school,  and  not  meeting  on  Wednesday,  we  could 
not  be  received,  Mr  Morier  was  to  fix  another  day. 
Mr  Morier,  the  Abbé  Gaultier,  and  myself,  visited  the 
school  Rue  Jean  de  Beauvais.  More  numerous  than 
the  Duchesse  Duras;  but  full  of  the  same  faults. 
Dined  with  bis  excellency  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  Met 
Lord  Hardwicke,  Lord  and  Lady  Calydon,  Mr  Mac- 
kenzie,  General  Cartwright,  &c 

*'  26th. — ^Waited  on  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  engaged 
to  introduce  him  to  the  schools.  Received  a  letter 
from  Comte  Laine,  minlster  of  the  interior,  giving 
an  introduction  to  the  schools  of  Paris.  Attended 
the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  Amélioration  of 
Elementary  Education.  There  were  nearly  forty  mem- 
bers  présent.  The  Baron  de  Gerando,  président,  made 
a  complimentary  oration  on  the  occasion,  and  I  was 
received  with  acclamation.  I  bowed.  A  deputation 
was  appointed  to  wait  on  me,  return  thanks,  and 
attend  me  at  school.     .... 
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"  27th. — ^The  deputation  of  the  society  attended  at 
the  school  to-day,  and  heard  my  observations.  L'Abbé 
Gaultier,  my  friend,  most  bigoted  and  prejudiced. 
His  devices  are  tedious  and  lengthened:  they  want 
simplicity  and  effect.  He  considers  erery  observation 
made  as  a  reflection  ;  and  he  contends  that  they  do 
aheady  as  to  émulation,  &c.,  as  I  propose,  and  advo- 
cates  even  the  noise,  &c 

"  28th. — Mr  Morier  went  with  me  a  second  time  to 
the  best  school,  St  Jean  de  Beauvais,  Rue  St  Germain, 
where  we  met  Marmont.  Lord  Hardwicke,  who  wished 
to  be  there,  sent  an  apology  to  me,  as  he  was  going  to 
the  trial  of  the  conspirators.  I  explained  the  effects  of 
multîplying  classes,  &c 

'*  Saturday,  29th. — Mr  and  Mrs  Gaskell,  and  Miss 
Pilkington,  accompanied  me,  in  my  voiture  de  remise^ 
to  Malmaison,  the  favourite  résidence  of  Bonaparte, 
and  afterwards  of  Joséphine  ;  to  the  aqueducts  of 
Marly,  where  the  water  is  raised  by  immense  wheels, 
driven  by  water  dammed  from  the  Seine,  first  150  feet, 
and  then  160  feet  more,  by  similar  pipes  worked  by 
rods  by  the  same  wheels,  and  then  220  feet  more,  by 
similar  rods  driven  by  the  same  wheels,  extended  to 
the  height  of  300  feet,  where  they  turn  the  last  set  of 
wheels,  which  raise  the  water  into  the  third  or  grand 
réservoir  at  top,  whence  Versailles  is  supplied  with 
water.  This  is  the  grand  chef  d^œuvre  of  machinery 
in  the  time  of  Louis  XÏV.  Malmaison  is  in  a  plain, 
and  quite  secluded.  We  next  visited  St  Germain. 
The  palace  is  left  to  go  to  ruins,  quite  dismantled. 
Hère  4000  English  were  quartered  six  moqths  before. 
•     •     •     • 

"  The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  called  in  my  absence. 
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"  SOth- — Went  to  mass  at  the  Chapel  Royal,  Ver- 
sailles, and  at  Notre  Dame.  Contributed  to  the  plate 
carried  round.  The  palace,  repaired  by  Bonaparte  at 
36,000,000  livres,  quite  unfurnished.  A  very  grand 
gallery,  and  much  rich  painting.  At  Trianon  the  fur- 
niture  very  rich^  and  kept  up.  At  Little  Trianon  less 
so.  English  gardons  hère — St  Cloud.  The  whole  is 
in  grand  order.     A  magnificent  cascade 

"  July  Ist. — Visited  Le  Comte  de  Chabrol — the 
prefect  of  the  department  of  the  Seine — and  was  wel- 
comed  in  the  heartiest  style  by  an  amiable  and  pleasing 
man.  He  most*  kindly  offered  me  every  facility,  and 
to  give  orders  for  whatever  I  wonld  hâve  done  to  ad- 
vanee  my  views  and  their  progress.  He  also  proffered 
me,  of  lus  own  accord,  an  order  to  see  >vhatever  was 
not  shown  without  an  order  at  Paris 

'^  2d.T-yisited  the  Lutheran  school,  and  found  it 
very  small — both  boys  and  glrls.  The  writing  on  slate 
abominably  executed 

*^  4th. — Saw  Monsieur  Chevalier  of  the  Collège 
Royale  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  had  a  most  interesting 
conversation  with  an  honest  and  upright  man  of  the 
old  school,  as  recommended  by  General  Ramsay;  and 
dined  with  Comte  Chabrol,  the  prefect.  Most  kindly 
treated  :     Seated  at  his  right  hand 

*^  14th. — ^Breakfasted  at  seven,  and  dined  at  seven  : 

no  eating  and  drinking  between The 

grand  processiçu  for  gpod  weather.     No  less  than  100 
habited  like  priests,  deacons,  &c.     The  Seine  over- 
flown  ;  the  growing  crops  under  water  ;  the  stones  for 
repairing  roads  piled  up  like  cannon-balls.     .     .     . 
.    '^  15th. — ^Dizon  steeple  like  that  at   Chesterfield. 
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Crossed  the  Soane.  The  boys  and  girls  smoking  in 
the  streets.  Harvest  begînning  in  one  place.  Spinning 
cliiefly  with  wheel  and  distaff  in  hand.     *     •     .     • 

'*  16th. — Conceived  the  idea  of  abridging  my  works 
into  one  vol.  perpétuai. 

"  N.B. — To  go  from  Geneva  to  Berne  Schaffhausen^ 
Frankfort  by  the  Black  Forest^  and  to  Cologne  and 
Brussels.'     - 

*^  lyth. — Set  ont  from  Dole.  Indian  corn  abounds  for 
soup.  Pass  the  Jura — snow  in  parts — ^heavy  ride — 
the  Mount  Blanc  seen  covered  with  gênerai  snow. 
Saw  Lake  of  Geneva — ^pass  through  excavated  rocks. 

'*  ISth. — The  crops  not  so  forward.  Great  alarm 
about  corn  and  vines  :  so  late  a  harvest^  ^yet  distant^^ 
and  such  cold  and  rainy  weather  never  known.  Ail 
travelling  in  great-coats.  The  land  entirely  cultivated 
and  enclosed  as  you  approach  Geneva.     .    .    . 

''  19th.— Sir  Fr.  Dlvemois,  M.  Pictet,  &c.,  counseU 
lors  of  State,  ail  attend  to  me  on  arrivai.  Charles  Pictet, 
plenipotentiary  at  Vienna,  twice  at  Paris,  and  once  at 
Turin,  voted  a  pecuniary  reward.  He  begged  a  school 
to  be  established,  instead  of  feeding  the  scholars  with 
soup.  .  .  .  Fine  réservoirs  and  supply  of  water, 
&c.,  at  Geneva — ^raised  from  the  Rhône  6000  pints  an 
hour.  Spent  the  evening  with  Dr  Le  Pinke,  the  chief 
supérintendent  of  the  school. 

"  21st. — Went   to   Swiss    church  :     Calvinistical  : 

the  same  in  form  as  Scots Dined 

with  Fr.  D'Ivemois.  Mr  and  Mrs  Clark,  Lord  and 
Lady  Darlington,  and  Lady  Aug.  Fane,  came  ;  many 
principal  people,  counsellors  of  state,  &c. 

^^  21st.  —  Attended  school.      Dr  De  Roche  sys- 
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tematic  and  obstînate — ^reasonîng  and  arguîng  every 
point.  Every  where  préjudice  and  interest  encounter 
improvements  in  éducation.  AU  the  leamed  and  able 
men  in  old  institutions  take  the  lead  and  give  the  tone. 
At  Greneva  there  is  a  collège  and  an  academj.  In  the 
collège  there  are  nine  classes^  and  the  course  irequires 
nîne  years.  Two  for  reading^  writing,  and  orthogra- 
phy  ;  and  seven  for  Latin  and  Greek  classes,  to  Te- 
rence  and  Homer.  Then  foUoMrs  the  academy,  with  a 
course  of  eight  years.  Two  for  belles  lettres,  two  for 
physics  and  phÛosophy,  and  then  four  for  divinity. 

•  •     •     • 

*'  28th. — English  service,  for  the  first  time,  at 
Lausanne,  by  Mr  St  Lawrence,  son  of  the  Bishop  of 
Cork.      A  congrégation  of  about  260 — some  of  the 

people  out  of  curiosity Every  pansh  bas 

its  school  ;  and  if  more  than  eighty  children,  two  schools. 
Every  parent  is  obliged  to  send  bis  child  to  be  educated 
at  eight  years  of  âge,  or  is  liable  to  prosecution  and 
imprisonment,  which  naturally  takes  place.  The  go- 
vemment  pay  the  master,  and  provide  a  school-room. 

•  •     •     • 

"  SOth. — ^At  Yverdun,  Mr  and  Mrs  Langton,  Pesta- 
lozzi,  Mr  Akerman.  Gen.  Julien,  the  mathematical 
master,  gave  a  lesson  in  geometry^-No  books,  no 
course.  Questions  in  arithmetic,  mental  and  on  slate, 
•each  by  himself.  An  explanation  from  the  vénérable 
chief  of  bis  principles.  The  development  of  the  facul- 
lies — the  mind,  the  heart,  and  the  body — sum  up,  I 
think,  what  he  said.  From  the  principles  he  derived 
his  art.  I  explained  that  mine  arose  out  of  expérience. 
We  were  agreed — ^the  only  source  of  différence^  émula- 
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tion.  He  hs^pily  said^  his  method  suited  his  small 
institution,  as  mine  did  mj  numerous  schools. 

'^  Perpétuai  rain  for  several  days  ;  cold  ;  fires  at  times  ; 
footstools  to  warm  the  feet.  Gave  a  lesson  in  i  l  t  o^ 
to  the  masters  and  grown-up  pupils  of  Pestalozzi. 
Fresented  him  with  my  Ludus  LUerarius  and  In^ 
strtcctions. 

<<  31gt. — Saw  the  first  Latin  and  French  classes^ 
each  of  ten  or  twelve  boys,  in  diflferent  progress.  The 
famUies  of  words  are  given.  Thus — a  book  ;  a  good 
book  ;  by  a  book,  &€•  So  the  root  and  derivatives  ; 
the  radix  of  the  verb,  and  the  terminations,  The  les-j 
sons  by  dictation — no  book — ail  write  on  slate,  and  ail 
answer  the  question  at  once.  A  multitude  of  masters. 
Geography.  The  scholars  go  into  the  adjacent  coun- 
try.  They  look  for  the  highest  mountain  ;  they  trace 
the  greatest  rivers  from  their  source,  and  so  the  otliers. 
They  make  a  model  with  clay  :  they  remove  squares  of 
clay,  and  trace  them  on  paper.  The  first  map  has 
nothing  political  :  it  is  the  plan  of  the  mountains,  and 
rivers,  and  countries,  as  formed  by  them.  The  first 
plan  has  also  spots  or  marks  for  cities,  towns,  &c, 
The  master  points,  and  ail  say  at  once  what  it  is  he 
points  to;  and  the  scholar  traces  the  rivers.  He 
makes  his  plan  afterwards  from  memory.  Several 
from  Berlin,  to  study  by  orders  of  the  king;  and 
from  Germany,  to  learn  the  method.  Scholars — Ger- 
man,  French,  English,  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  Italian, 
Swiss,  &c.  Constant  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
master;  always  with  his  scholars.  Gave  a  lesson  to 
the  same  class  in  monosyllables,  polysyllables,  and  read- 
ing.     When  I  said  that  Pestalozzi  was   the   father^ 
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frîend,  and  companîon  of  his  pupils^  he  replied— and 
the  fool  who  takes  them  by  the  nose,  taking  one  of 
them  who  was  in  the  company  at  Champitel  by  the 
nose 

''  Pestalozzi  bas  20  masters  for  100  scholars.  Julien 
asks  what  is  this  System^  and  goes  into  a  ]ong  explica- 
tion. He  mîght  bave  answered — a  multiplication  of 
masters^  to  attend,  elabotate,  and  instruct  the  cbildren 
viva  voce,  to  prevent  émulation,  and  to  tell  wbenever 
a  mistake  is  made,  witbout  stopping.  The  fréquent 
use  of  the  slate,  instead  ôf  books,  is  îts  greatest  advan- 
tage.     Continued  rain.     The  waters  out. 

"  August  1. — Examination  the  first  time  for  seveii 

years,  but  to  be  continued  annually The 

gymnastic  exercises  are  incomparable  ;  ten  Greek  scho- 
lars  ;  about  thirty  Latin  ;  twenty  masters.  The  class 
of  geometry  are  six  months  employed  in  telling  the 
number  of  points  and  angles,  in  which  so  many  straight 
or  curved  Unes  eut  one  another.  Thèse  things  seem 
left  to  the  masters,  who  bave  their  own  method,  to 
wliich  they  are  partial  ;  and  many  of  thèse  twenty  mas- 
ters cannot  hare  the  genius  of  the  founder  of  the  school. 

For  100  years  the  waters  hâve  not  over- 

flowed,  as  now,  the  plain  in  which  the  cbildren  of  Pes- 
talozzi, with  their  guns,  perform  their  military  exer- 
cise." 

Hère  bis  journal  ends.  I  find,  however,  two  letters 
written  during  this  tour,  which  will  come  in  appro- 
priately  hère,  and  throw  additional  light  upon  his  tra- 
vels.     The  first  is  to  Mr  Morier. 

#  "Yyerdun,  Aug.  1,  1816. 

^'  My  dear  Sir, 

*'  I  bave  delayed  makîng  acknowledgments  for  ail 
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«eeing  what  is  performed  by  a  vénérable  man^  whô  bas 
origiualitj^  and  bas  tbougbt  and  acted  for  bimself. 
Monsieur  Julien^  tbe  bistorian  of  tbis  System^  is  quite 
at  a  loss  to  define  it;.  He  tberefore  describes  it  under 
an  immense  number  of  metbods.  It  may^  as  I  con- 
ceive,  be  defined  in  one  word,  in  opposition  to  tbe 
Madras  System,  as  a  multiplication  of  labour  and  divi- 
sion of  powei:.  Tbere  are  a  multitude  of  masters  (for 
100  boys  tbere  are  20  masters)  to  attend  tbe  scbolars, 
and  direct  every  opération,  to  prevent  émulation,  of 
wbicb  Mr  Pestalozzi  is  a  determined  foe,  by  telling 
wbenever  a  mistake  is  made-  Tbe  grand  recommen- 
dation  of  tbe  System  is  tbe  almost  perpétuai  use  of  tbe 
slate.  Almost  ail  tbe  tasks  are  written.  For  tbe  rest 
I  bave  neitber  time  nor  room.  Tbere  are  bere  Swiss, 
Germans,  aud  Prussians,  sent  as  training  masters  by 
tbe  king,  Russians^  Italians,  Spaniards,  Portuguese, 
Englisb.  Tbe  school  of  young  ladies  consists  of  twen- 
ty  or  tbirty,  in  two  rooms,  witb  tbeir  mistresses  and 
masters.  Tbe  mistress  was  teacbing  very  naturally  by 
dîctation — ^mucb  writing  tbe  character  of  tbis  scbool. 
A  German  professer  was  teacbing  tbe  bigbest  dass  of 
young  ladies.     It  is  astonisbing  to  see  wbat  is  taugbt  as 

logic Metapbysics  are  tbe  bane  of  tbe  Continent  : 

witb  tbis  exception  I  am  mucb  pleased  bere.  Tbe 
cbief  I  am  cbarmed  witb  :  be  bas  mucb  tbat  is  original, 
mucb  tbat  is  excellent.  If  be  bad  a  course  of  study — 
if  be  were  to  dismiss  four-fiftbs  of  bis  masters,  retain- 
ing  tbree,  and  to  adopt  tbe  monitorial  System,  and  tbe 
classification  of  a.  Madras  scbool,  witb  tbe  émulation, 
he  would  be  superexcellent.  As  it  is,  ail  learn  some- 
tbing.  Tbe  master  is  ever  at  tbe  elbow  of  eacb  scbolar. 
I  love  tbe  man.    I  am  detained  bere,  not  only  by  indi- 
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nation^  givîng  lessons  to  a  class  of  twenty-four  masters, 
but  bIbo  by  neoessity.  The  perpétuai  rain  renders  the 
route  to  Fribourg  impassable  by  tbe  swelling  of  tbe 
river.  My  scholastic  tour  goes  to  Hofwyl  (Fellen- 
berg's  institution)  as  well  aa  to  Fribourg,  whither  I 
am  invited,  thence  to  Basle,  and  down  the  Rhine  to 
HoUand.  I  beg  you  will  immediately  forward  this 
letter  to  London,  to  be  transmitted  to  my  Lord  Ken- 
yon.  It  is  the  only  letter  which,  engaged  as  I  am 
every  where  with  my  daily  opportunity  of  communica- 
ting  the  Madras  System,  I  hâve  attempted  to  write 
since  I  left  you  ;  and  it  must  serve  to  give  an  account 
of  myself  and  my  doings  to  my  invaluable  and  noble 
friends. 

^^  Yours,  dear  sir,  most  affectionately, 

"A.  Bell. 

*'  P.S. — ^The  gymnastic  exercises  hère  are  ineompa- 
rabW 

The  foUowing  letter  he  vrrote  to  Lord  Kenyon  du- 
ring  bis  joumey  on  the  Rhine,  and,  thoiigh  it  contains 
Bome  répétition,  it  is  still  worthy  of  insertion  hère  : — 

''  On  the  Rhine,  hdoir  Wesel, 
"Augu8t20,1816. 

'*  My  dear  Lord, 

*'  I  write  this  that  you  may  not  thlnk  me  lost,  as 
perhaps  you  might  do,  if  you  heard  of  the  manner  of 
my  voyaging.  I  am  engaged  in  a  navigation  of  several 
hundred  miles.  At  this  présent  moment  of  writing  I 
am  sitting  on  a  small  raft,  every  where  within  an  inch 
of  the  surface  of  the  water,  except  two  watch-towers 
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for  the  steersman^  whither  I  frequently  ascend^  whicli 
has  a  commanding  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
With  a  contrary  wind  I  am  carried  along  at  tho  rate  of 
fiye  or  six  miles  an  hour^  scarcely  more  sensible  of  the 
motion  than  of  that  of  the  earth.  I  glide  along^  not 
through  the  water,  but  with  the  water,  in  the  rapid 
stream  of  the  Rhine^  swoUen  to  an  unusual  height  by 
almost  incessant  rains  of  the  dog-days^  as  well  as 
the  former  part  of  the  summer.  This  small  float 
of  timber  is  no  more  than  700  feet  in  length  and 
seventy  in  width^  and  carries  only  four  houses  and 
fifty  men  engaged  in  its  navigation^  that  is^  in  steering 
it.  Some  floats  hâve  forty  houses^  numerous  families^ 
and  are  larger  in  proportion.  This  is  valued  at  £30,000. 
"  This  paper,  which  I  got  on  purpose  at  Weser, 
wbere  I  slept  last  night^  must  not  escape  your  lord- 
ship's  notice^  if  the  stamp  be  not  obliterated.  But  how 
came  I  hither^  and  to  départ  so  far  from  my  original  plan 
in  yisiting  the  Continent,  as  to  go  to  navigate  the  Rhine  t 
It  came  to  pass  almost  of  necessity.  I  told  your  lord- 
ship  of  my  being  irresistibly  led  from  Paris  to  Switzer- 
land.  How  imperfect  would  my  circuit  hâve  been,  if 
I  had  not  yisited  the  schools  of  Geneva  and  Lausanne^ 
(jAd  and  new  schools,)  the  institutions  of  Festalozzi 
and  Fellenberg  !  From  Yverdun  I  was  invited  to  Fri- 
bourg,  in  Switzerland,  the  capital  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
canton  of  that  name.  There  I  found  the  new  schools 
in  a  most  flourishing  state  ;  the  scholars  miiltiplied,  as 
is  the  case,  in  the  ratio  of  its  improvements.  Père 
Girard,  a  priest,  who  deserves  to  be  recorded  in  his- 
tory  as  an  amiable,  benevolent,  and  indefatigable  friend 
of  humanity  and  of  youth,  has  the  superintendence  of 
thèse  schools.     Where  one  expects  least,  is  often  found 
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most.  Thîs  libéral  faiher  felt  the  triie  spîrit  of  the 
Madras  system  ;  and  had  introduced  none  of  the  fool- 
eries^  absurdities^  noise^  and  nonsense,  which  are  found 
in  the  other  schools^  or  in  the  models  from  which  they 
are  chiefly  taken.  In  none  of  them  were  the  arrange- 
ments requisîte  to  give  due  scope  to  the  principles  of 
imitation  and  émulation^  which  promise  to  render  liis 
schools  equal  to  the  best  in  England.  He  imbibed 
with  eagerness  the  instructions  which  I  gave,  and 
pledged  himself  to  foUow  them. 

"  Pestalozzi  and  Fellenberg,  the  determined  ene- 
mies  to  émulation^  hâve  none  of  the  nonsense  and 
fooleries  in  their  schools.  Pestalozzi  is  a  man  of 
genius^  benevolence^  and  enthusiasm.  Little  acquaint- 
ed^  as  he  tells  me^  with  philosophy^  literature^  and 
science^  he  dépends  much  on  his  numerous  masters 
for  the  exécution  of  that  plan  of  éducation^  of  which 
ho  points  out  the  outline.  Fellenberg  is  a  man  of 
much  ingenuity;  and  may  be  called  a  disciple  of 
Pestalozzi^  having  at  one  time^  as  he  tells  me^  super- 
intended  his  school.  Pestalozzi  bas  fifteen^  or  rather 
twenty  masters,  including  five  who  were  formerly 
his  scholars,  for  a  hundred  students  ;  Fellenberg, 
thirteen  for  fifty-four  pensioners.  His  school  for  the 
poor  consists  of  thirty-two  boys,  who  work  about  ten 
hours  a-day,  and  study  two.  They  are  chiefly  employed 
in  agricultural  labour  ;  sometimes  in  mechanical  work. 
They  leam  to  read,  write,  cipher,  draw,  music,  and  the 
éléments  of  geometry.  Music  and  drawing  (designing) 
are  in  great  request  in  their  schools,  and  also  geometry. 
The  new  school  bas  but  one  master  (Verhli)  of  distin- 
guished  merit.  The  excellency  of  both  institutions,  and 
their  suporiorîty,  about  which,  Fellenberg*s  particularly, 
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an  immensity  of  pamphlets^  and  philosophieal  disquU 
sitions  hâve  been  published^  oonsists  in  both  of  a  single 
point,  which  is  not  much  noticed.  Every  class,  and 
every  scbolar,  bas  bis  master  always  at  bis  sîde,  whe- 
ther  at  study,  work,  or  play.  I  bad  almost  forgotten 
tbe  gymnastics^  wbicb  constitute  a  principal  part  of  tbe 
instructions  at  botb  tbese  scbools^  and  wbicb  deserve 
imitation  to  a  certain  degree.  Of  tbe  rest  wben  I  see 
you.  How  slow  improyements  travel,  tbere  is  an  exam- 
ple in  tbese  scbools. 

^^  Tbomas  Ackerman  remained  so  long  witb  us  at 
tbe  Central  scbool^  and  studied  so  mucb  witb  Mr 
Jobnson^  yet  aritbmetical  instruction  is  cbiefly  giv^i  in 
botb  of  tbem  by  tbe  master  writing  tbe  figures  on  a 
large  board^  tbe  scbolars  looking  on  ;  and  so  of  many 
otber  tbings.  Tbe  King  of  Prussia  bas  scboolmasters 
and  élèves  at  Yverdun  ;  and  tbere  are  seven  or  eigbt 
German  princes  educating  at  Hofwyl,  in  letters,  agri- 
culture^ mecbanics^  and  gymnastics,  music^  and  de- 
signiug. 

'^  Having  now  seen  ail  tbat  I  could  see  of  tbe  old 
and  new  scbools  in  France  and  Switzerland^  and 
enougb  of  Germany^  not  to  mention  tbe  collèges^  aca- 
démies, and  universities,  tbere  remained  still  an  impor- 
tant object  to  tbe  accomplisbment  of  my  purpose.  Tbe 
Dutcb  scbools  are  said  to  be  better  conducted  tban  any 
otbers  on  tbe  Continent  ;  and  tbere  could  be  no  besi- 
tation  in  giving  crédit  to  tbis  information  by  any  per- 
son  wbo  bad  seen  so  mucb  as  I  bad  done  of  tbe  rest. 
I  sbould  ill  fiilfill  my  task,  if  I  were  to  quit  tbe  Con- 
tinent witbout  complète  satisfaction  on  tbis  point.  No- 
tbing  but  ocular  démonstration  could  supply  tbis  crav-- 
ing  want.     I  was  now  at  Berne,  and  bad  an  option 
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of  retiiming  to  England  through  France  and  by  Paris, 
or  of^  proceeding  to  Basie,  going  down  thé  Rhine  and 
its  banks  to  Cologne,  and  thence  by  land  to  Brussels  ; 
or  else  of  following  the  course  of  the  river  to  Amster- 
dam and  Rotterdam.     Therè  could  be  no  hésitation 
between  the  route  through  Germany  and  France,  of 
whîch  I  had  seen  enough.   Ât  Basle,  accordingly,  (500 
miles  by  water  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,)  I  em- 
barked  on  a  canoë  of  three  planks  for  Strasburg,  75 
miles  by  water,     Thence  I  found  it  expédient  to  pro- 
ceed  to  Frankfort  on  the  Maine  by  land.   From  Frank- 
fort  down  the  Maine^  a  beautiftil  sail  to  Mayence,  in  a 
coche  de  l*eau,  or  water  diligence,  as  they  are  called. 
Thence  a  delightfîil  passage  :  first  day,  to  Coblentz  ; 
next,  to  Cologne.     The  beauty  and  grandeur  of  this 
part  of  the  navigation  I  cannot  describe.     The  old 
castles  in  ruins,  and  the   forts   demolished  by  the 
worst,  if  not  the  last  of  the  Goths,  give  a  melancholy 
and  subliniity  to  the  scenei*y,  and  form  a  contrast  to  the 
numerous  villages  on  the  banks.     The  hilly  banks  are 
seen,  on  both  sides,  clothed  to  the  top  with  vines,  and 
grain^  and  wood.     The  river  itself,  with  its  navigable 
stream  of  upwards  of  500  miles,  carrying  the  neces- 
saries  and  conveniences  of  life  to  the  Low  Countries,  is 
a  sublime  contemplation,  leading  us  ail  upvrards  to  the 
bountiful  Creator  of  the  universe*     God  bas  given  us 
what  is  good  for  us.     He  bas  left  it  to  us  to  avail  our- 
selves  of  it.     The  very  late  invention  of  flying  bridges, 
of  which  I  must  not  begin  to  write,  is  a  very  curious 
and  interesting  example  of  human  ingenuity.     The 
bridge  is  merely  lace-wove,  and  is   carried  by   the 
steerage  of  a  single  man  to  its  place  on  the  opposite 
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bank^  and  so  back»  The  sti'eaiu  is  the  eole  agents  tbe 
helm  the  sole  giibei'nator.  One  of  them  may  cost  about 
the  five-hundredth  part  of  oïlr  ^^  Strand  bridge." 

Arrived  at  Cologne^  I  had  a  new  option  to  make  : 
whether  to  prOceed  directly  to  Brussels,  or  to  de- 
scend the  Rhine^  was  the  question.  At  cuiy  rate,  it 
would  hâve  requîred  considérable  efforts  to  bring  my 
mind  to  quit  the  BbinOé  Déterminations  of  short* 
sighted  men,  such  as  I  am^  arise  out  of  circumstances, 
contingencies^  and  the  light  of  time  and  reflection.  It 
How  seemed  to  me  treason  to  the  cause  which  I  had  in 
hand^  if  I  did  not  avail  myself  fully  of  the  best^  and 
perhaps  last,  occasion  I  might  hâve,  of  informing  my- 
self of  the  State  of  éducation  in  the  country  and  city  of 
£rasmus,  to  whom  I  hâve  no  doubt  the  excellency  of 
thèse  schools  is  owing.  DoXvn  the  Rhine  I  must  go, 
and  I  was  struck  with  the  idea  of  a  new  navigation, 
which  rarely  occurs,  aïid  falls  to  few.  This  raft  pre- 
sented  to  me  an  irrésistible  inducement.  At  Wesel  I 
slept  last  night,  and  got  the  paper  on  which  I  write, 
with  the  stamp,  over  which  my  pen  now  passes.  Whe- 
ther I  shall  debark  at  Amheim,  and  proceed  thence 
in  a  beast  skiff,  or  continue  on  my  raft  to  Yest,  I  am  not 
resolved.  But  it  is  now  resolved  to  go  to  Utrecht,  pro* 
bably  Amsterdam,  certainly  Rotterdam,  perhaps  Ant- 
wcrp,  Brussels,  Ghent,  Bruges,  Ostend,  Angleterre. 
Little  did  I  think  of  a  continental  tour  of  schools,  and 
far  less  of  the  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  for  which  I  hâve 
to  thank  my  master,  Erasmus.  I  limited  my  views  to 
Paris,  and  perhaps  Brussels»  But  your  lordship  some- 
times  gave  a  hint  as  if  you  thought  that  my  ABC 
thirst  was  not  so  easily  satisfied,  and  so  it  has  fallen  out. 
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But  I  must  end  hère.  The  banks  of  the  Rhine  are  flat 
and  low  hère,  and  not  eqnally  interesting  and  grand 
as  above,  The  navigation  îb  every  where  delightfult 
With  love  and  duty  to  Gredington  and  Peel,  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  lord,  yours, 

^' A.  Bell.» 
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CHAPTEE  XLIIL 


Dr  Bell  returns  to  England — Letter  of  Condolence  on  the  Denth  of  D.  P. 

Watts,  Esq Lord  Kenyon  writes,  diaBuading  him  from  going  to  America 

— His  Joumey  northward,  and  Retum — Letter  from  Count  de  la  Gardie, 
and  the  Doctor*8  Answer — Letter  from  Père  Girard — I«etter  to  Mrs  Cook 
— Application  for  a  Prebend  at  St  Paul's— Mrs  Williams—The  Doctor 
▼isits  the  Qneen — Mr  Shirlejr. 


£ably  in  September  Dr  Bell  returned  to  England^ 
where  his  attention  was  immediately  gîven  to  the 
Central  school,  which  he  considered  to  hâve  somewhat 
fallen  off  in  his  absence.  It  must,  however^  be  con- 
fessed^  that  nothing  short  of  absolute  perfection  could 
ftiUy  satisfy  him. 

After  remaining  in  London  till  the  end  of  the 
month^  he  was  again  on  the  move^  the  north  being  his 
ultimate  destination.  He  had,  indeed,  intended^to 
hâve  proceeded  there  direct;  but  a  letter  from  the 
Bishop  of  Durham,  congratulating  him  on  his  safe 
return,  and  telling  him  that,  owing  to  the  unusual 
lateness  of  the  harvest,  the  çhildren  of  the  Barrîngton 
school  wonld  not  re-assemble  till  the  first  week  in 
November,  induced  him  to  prolong  his  stay  in  the 
south. 

His  first  movement  was  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  '*  old 
friend  and  fellow-coUegian,"  Sir  Thomas  Barrett  Len. 
nard,  at  Belhouse,  Essex  ;  from  whence  he  returned  to 
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London^  and  then  again  started  for  Cheltenham.  Abotit 
this  time  he  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of  hîg 
friend  Mr  David  Pike  Watts,  to  whom  he  was  greatly 
attached.  The  foUowing  letter  of  condolence,  written 
by  him  on  this  occasion  to  Mrs  Wattd  Rnsttell,  will  show 
how  high  his  opiniqn  of  her  father*d  cbarsicter  and  talents 
was,  and  how  much  he  felt  his  loss. 

«  October  4, 1816. 

*^  Dear  Madam, 

"  On  my  return  from  an  eztended  tour  on  the 
Continent,  I  hâve  Iband  a  mighty  void  in  the  circle  of 
my  friends. 

'^  So  many  émotions  arise  in  mybreast  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  I  cannot,  without  a  severe  struggle,  bring 
myself  to  address  the  daughter  of  my  late  invaluable 
and  ven^ated  friend. 

"  The  multiplied  feelings  of  deep  sorrow  and  regret 
with  which  I  am  agitated  by  the  loss  that  you,  that  I, 
and  the  world  hare  snstaihed,  I  cannot  express.  So 
rare  a  combination  of  the  talents  of  the  head,  the  qua- 
lities  of  the  mind,  and  the  virtues  of  the  heart — ^his 
-  temper,  his  manners,  his  address,  his  unweaf  ied  charity, 
his  gênerai  acquaintance,  his  high  charaeter,  gave  him 
an  ascendency  and  an  influence  which  few  men  in  pri- 
vate  life  hâve  ever  possessed.  His  power  of  doing  good 
was  great,  and  the  exercise  of  this  power  was  only 
bounded  by  his  means. 

'^  But,  alas  !  he  is  gone. 

'^  He  is  gone,  and  left  us  to  lamënt>  not  for  him,  but 
for  onrselves.  He  was  ripe  for  thé  sicklé.  He  went 
to  his  grave  in  a  full  âge.  Like  as  a  shock  of  ôom 
comoth  in  his  seadon,  he  was  gathered  unto  the  Lord  ; 
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to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled^  that 
fadeth  not  away.  His  virtues  had  stood  the  test  of 
time,  and  were  illustrated  by  the  beauty,  the  grâce, 
and  the  charities  of  a  long  life. 

"  He  has  gone  to  reap  his  reward — a  crown  of  glory. 
And  he  has  left  to  us  his  example. 

^^  May  we  also  so  live  as  to  obtain  the  promises. 

"  To  those  who  succeed  him  he  has  left  more  than  his 
example — the  means  of  supplying,  in  some  measure, 
his  place  to  those  who  were  accustomed  to  his  good 
offices,  as  well  as  to  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  him. 
You  are  young — ^have  an  excellent  husband — ^fitted,  as 
ever  man  was,  to  tread  in  the  path  of  your  father — a 
numerous  and  interesting  family — other  cares  and 
other  duties  will,  in  time,  soothe  every  woe,  and  supply 
every  want  to  you. 

"  To  me  the  loss  is  irréparable.  Hîs  knowledge, 
his  expérience,  his  command  of  men,  cannot  be  re- 
placed  to  me  in  this  life;  nor  can  I  reçoive  another 
into  my  bosom  and  confidence  as  I  did  him. 

'*  I  can  only  fiirther  pray  that  you,  your  husband, 
and  family,  may  be  long  spared  to  follow  his  example  ; 
and,  in  the  end,  enjoy  the  blessedness  to  which  you 
may  be  said,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  be  hoirs. 

*^  I  am,  dear  madam,  with  deep  sympathy,  your 
most  faithful  and  afiectionate  friend, 

''  A.  Bkll.'* 

Soon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  he  visited  Mr  and 
Mrs  Russell  at  Ilam  Hall,  where  he  remained  about 
a  week.  His  letter  to  Lord  Kenyon  from  hence  speaks 
of  a  project  which  he  had  then  in  view  of  again  visiting 
America.     "  I  often  think,"  he  writes,  "  what  a  field 
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America  présents  for  the  new  System.  The  low  state 
of  éducation  there,  but,  far  above  ail,  no  institutions, 
no  préjudices  to  encounter.  The  impulse  thither 
appears  irrésistible.  It  is  the  country  in  the  world 
most  fitted  to  receive  it,  and  profit  by  it."     .... 

In  this  opinion  Lord  Kenyon  by  no  means  coincided. 
"  Your  American  sentiments,"  he  writes  in  reply,  '^  I 
trust,  will  not  lead  to  an  American  joumey.  I  fear  there 
is  not,  and  never  wiU  be,  (would  there  might  !)  prin- 
ciple  enough  in  America  to  work  upon  to  do  good, 

even  by  your  almost  all-powerful  System 

I  am  persuaded  that,  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
American  population  has  been  created,  and  from  their 
national  character,  that  no  enlarged  good  can  be  done 
there,  even  by  your  delightfîil  System.  Whether  or  no 
it  might  show  its  inhérent  powers,  I  will  not  say  ;  but 
if  ail  its  blossoms  were  to  be  unfruitful,  neither  you 
nor  the  world  could  receive  gratification  from  witness- 
ing  that  the  means  of  conferring  blessings  were  per- 
verted  or  overruled. 

"  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  it  is  only  through 
principles  which  must  be  connected  with,  or  become 
an  establishment,  that  any  grand  results  can  be  ob- 
tained.  What  is  hoUow  and  unsound  can  never 
stand.*' 

Shortly  afterwards  we  find  Dr  Bell  at  Liverpool, 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Durham  and  Bishop's- 
Anckland,  wherehe  arrived  on  the  18th  of  Novem- 
ber.  The  Bishop,  howover,  was  not  there,  as  he  had 
expected,  having  been  obliged  to  commence  bis  joumey 
southward  earlier  than  he  had  at  first  intended  ;  and  we 
find  Dr  Bell  writing  to  him  shortly  afterwards,  givîng  a 


106  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

most  favourable  report  o€  the  state  in  which  he  had 
found  the  Barrington  scfaooL 

His  stay  in  this  part  of  the  country  was  not  of  long 
duration;  and  early  in  Docember  he  again  moved  south* 
ward,  having  been  engaged  to  visit  Lord  Kenyon  at 
Gredington.  His  route  lay  through  Lancadter  and 
Preston^  where^  as  usual^  he  yisited  ail  the  schools  he 
could  find^  including  one  connected  with  Stonyhurst 
collège^  whid:i  the  Président  of  that.  institution  had 
asked  him  to  visit.  From  thence  he  went  to  Liver- 
pool,  and  took  up  his  quait^s  with  Dr  Briggs.  Of 
the  Blue-coat  school  hère  he  writes  :  "  They  are  in  tho 
highest  possible  goodrhumour  with  themselves,  with 

me,  and  with  ilto The  Welsh  school  in 

quiet  ordei'." 

During  his  stay  hère  he  visited  the  Blind  Asylum^ 
and  was  highly  delighted  at  fipding  the  Madras  System 
appUed  to  a  new  subjeot.  His  own  words  to  Lord 
Kenyon  will  beot  describe  this. 

^^  It  was  least  expected^  ajoid  last  expected,  that  the 
new  System  would  be  applied  to  music.  This  event 
bas  taken  place  in  the  best  manner^  and  with  admirable 
effect,  at  the  Blind  Asylwn  hece.  The  émulation  in 
instrumental  music  bas  double  activity  ;  something  new 
is  continually  evolving  oui  of  this  natural  and  simple 
System.  Eight  harpsichords  are  arranged  according  to 
their  qualities.  The  inventer,  Mr  Molyneux,  with 
the  support  of  the  Rev.  Mr  Blundel,  grown  en- 
thusiastic  in  our  cause^  bas  conquered  ail  opposition, 
which  was  very  great,  even  with  the  blind  master. 
Molyneux  says  he  took  some  of  the  hints  from  sylla- 
bic  reading;.  and  the  pauses  in  reading.     Each  note  îs 
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taiight  by  a  simple  and  systematic  arvangement  ;  none 
can  be  out  of  time.  Eight  are  tai^ht  where  one  was 
taught  before^  aad  how  much  better  bj  imitation  and 
émulation!  The  best  performers  are  promoted^  not 
only  to  a  higher  place  (carrying  their  book  with  them 
as  in  reading^)  bat  to  a  superior  instrument.  Much  of 
this  belongs  to  jour  lordship's  weigbt  hère»  which  bas 
won  many.  Mr  William  Bhmdel  says  he  bas  Jio  donbt 
of  snecess  at  the  Moorfields  «chool^  if  Lord  Kenyon 
and  Dr  Briggs  visit  it  occasionaUy.  la  ^ocal  music  the 
elasses  are  arranged  according  to  tenor^  bass^  oounter, 
treble^  &c.^  and  a  monîtor  wd  assistaatts  préside  in  each 
to  keep  ail  correct,  Jt  is  beautifal.  AU  muât  now  be 
in  tune.  Molyneux  says  4;here  irill  shortly  be  no  more 
individual  teaching^  ivrhen  so  much  can  be  done  in 
classes.  One  of  the  first  lady  peiformers  hère  tells  me 
she  must  go  to  school  again."     .     •    ^     • 

From  Liverpool  Dr  Bell  went  on  to  Gtredington, 
where  he  remained  till  near  vthe  .end  of  January^  when 
Lord  Kenyon  went  to  London.  Durtng  .this  visit  he 
received  some  ftirther  communications  on  the  subject  of 
the  St  Andrews  schools.  Fcom  thèse  it  appeared  that 
a  new  school  had  been  epened  there  in  the  beginning 
of  December,  and  a  new  master  appointed^  the  former 
one  (Mr  Webster)  having  resigned.  The  new  master's 
name  was  Latta,  who  had  been  a  divinity  student  at 
the  Collège,  had  taught  a  school  in  Glasgow  for  some 
years  on  the  Madras  System^  and  who  was  rapidly 
bringing  the  new  school  into  excellent  order.  There 
was,  however,  a  great  want  of  funds  out  of  which  to 
pay  the  monitors,  whose  parents  removed  them  from 
school  as  soon  as  they  were  sufficiently  qualified  for 
that  office;  and  whom,  in  conséquence,  it  was*  necessarj 
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to  remunerate  for  their  services.  On  being  informed 
of  thîs^  Dr  Bell  said  he  would  gladly  make  an  annual 
allowance  of  £10  for  thîs  purpose  in  the  beginning,  if 
the  school  went  on  to  his  satisfaction. 

From  Gredington  Dr  Bell  went  to  Bath.  During  his 
stay  there,  and  previously,  some  letters  passed  between 
him  and  Mr  Johnson  respecting  the  Central  school^  and 
the  minutiae  of  the  détails  of  the  System,  which  we  can- 
not  hère  enter  into.  Two  letters  were  also  received 
about  thîs  time,  one  by  Dr  Bell  and  the  other  by  Mr 
Walmesley,  which  are  worthy  of  insertion  hère,  as  show- 
ing  that  the  subject  of  national  éducation  was  begin- 
ning to  excite  an  interest  in  différent  parts  of  the  Con- 
tinent. The  first  of  thèse  is  from  Count  de  la  Gardie, 
dated  — 

^  Stockholm,  March  6, 1817. 
«  Sir, 

"  The  kindness  you  pleased  to  spend  npon  me 
thèse  several  times  I  had  the  honneur  to  visit  your 
School,  the  goodness  with  which  you  showed  me  ail 
which  appertain  to  that  instructing  and  perfect  leam- 
ing,  give  me  hope  that  you  will  also  permit  me  to  re- 
commend  to  your  goodness  the  bearer  of  that  letter, 
Mr  Swensson,  who  are  going  to  England  on  the  orders 
and  the  expenses  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Sweden,  to  take  notice  of  the  principles  and  the  method 
of  leaming  for  which  no  only  England  but  whole  Eu- 
rope are  indebted  to  you.  My  first  endeavour  in  re- 
turning  to  Sweden  hâve  been  to  persuade  H.  M.  the 
King  to  send  somebody  to  learn  your  excellent  méthode; 
and  I  hope  if  you  please  to  honneur  Mr  Swensson  with 
goodness,  he  shall  give  to  your  instructions  ail  the 
attention  which  a  so  great  and  usefiil  thîng  desenres* 
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I  am  afraid  you  can't  read  my  ill  writed  an  styled 
letter.  I  hâve  hère  no  habitude  of  the  English  Lan* 
guageé  j  hâve  forget  the  Kttle  I  could  at  London  ;  but 
j  shall  never  forget  the  sentiments  of  dévotion  and  re- 
spect your  goodness  and  your  character  deserves  equally 
of 

"  Your  most  humble  servant^  and  good  friend, 

'^  Jacob  de  la  Gabdie."    ) 

Dr  BelPô  reply  to  thiô  letter  is  of  a  few  months  later 
date. 

•«  Londoû,  July  7,  1817. 

"  Monsieur  le  Cotote, 

^'  You  do  me  no  small  faveur  in  giving  me  an 
occasion  of  assisting  you  in  transplanting  the  new  sys« 
tem  of  éducation^  under  the  high  auspices  of  the  Crown 
Prince,  into  Sweden.  Dr  Swensson,  whom  you  hâve 
happîly  selected  for  this  important  mission^  shall  recéive 
every  instruction  whidh  cah  be  given  him  in  the  know- 
ledge  and  use  of  the  new  organ  of  the  human  mind^ 
for  the  multiplication  of  power  and  division  of  labour 
in  the  moral  and  intellectual  world. 

"  It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  behold  Sweden,  already 
distinguished  by  the  éducation  of  the  people,  and  by 
their  conséquent  good  morals  and  conduct,  hastening 
to  avail  herself  of  the  discovery  of  a  new  and  powerful 
engine  by  which  thèse  purposes  can  be  still  more  ex- 
tended,  and  effectually  secured.  I  speak  hère  of  train* 
ing  up  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  in  morals,  religion, 
useful  knowledge,  and  habits  of  industry.  But  you  will 
allow  me  to  add,  that  the  machinery  of  the  new  school 
is  equally  applicable,  as  has  been  fully  ascertained  by 
trial  and  expérience,  to  the  higher  classes  of  society, 
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and  to  the  superior  departments  of  letters,  arts,  and 
sciences. 

"  May  the  nations  crf  the  earth  henceforth  vie  with 
one  another  in  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,  and  in 
advancing  the  gênerai  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
mankind  I 

"  Again  I  thank  you  for  your  letter,  and  for  making 
me  acquainted  with  Dr  Swensson,  who  is  eminently 
qualified  for  the  task  committed  to  him. 

*^  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  Monsieur  le  Comte,  with 
high  respect  and  esteem,  your  faîthful  and  obedient 

''  A.  Bell." 

The  foUowing  letter  to  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Wahnesley,  is 
a  translation  from  Père  Girard  : — 

«  Jribourg,  March  19,  1817. 

''  Sir, 

^*  It  is  now  eight  months  since  I  had  the  happi- 
ness of  having  the  incomparable  Dr  Bell  in  my  school, 
of  seeing  him  give  a  lesson  to  my  scholars,  and  of 
receiving  from  bis  hands  your  address,  with  an  invita- 
tion to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  the  National 
Society.  Had  I  yielded  to  my  first  impulse,  I  sbould 
not  bave  delayed,  for  an  instant,  writing  to  you  ;  but  I 
wisbed  to  render  myself  more  worthy  of  forming  an 
alliance  with  the  august  society  to  which  you  are  secre- 
tary.  I  now  think  I  bave  acquired  some  claim  upon 
your  attention  and  good-will.  Permit  me,  then,  to 
trace  to  you,  in  a  few  words,  the  bistory  of  Mutual 
Instruction  in  our  city  and  its  vicinity. 

*'  It  was  in  December  1815  that  I  had  the  first  inti- 
mation of  Dr  Bell's  excellent  System,  and  of  the  Nation- 
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al  Society.  It  was  through  France  I  received  this 
intelligence.  Germany  was  silent  on  tbe  subject  ;  and 
we  had  no  direct  communication  with  Great  Britain. 
I  hâve  had  the  direction^  for  twelve  years,  of  the  prin- 
cipal Bchool  in  our  city,  consisting  of  about  300  boys, 
arranged  in  four  compartments,  each  of  which  bas  its 
own  particular  master*  The  instruction  rises  gradualiy, 
and  includes  grammar,  composition,  geography,  and 
designs  (drawing}  in  the  mechanical  arts.  We  had 
obtained  some  success  by  methods  adapted  to  each 
branch  of  instruction,  and  by  a  régulât  and  mild  dis- 
cipline. 

*'In^l803  our  school  was  confined  to  the  poor,  and 
did  not  consist  of  more  than  forty  scholars  ;  but  we 
afterwards  succeeded  in  uniting  ail  classes  of  society. 
However,  though  we  had  reason  to  be  tolerably  well 
satisfîed  with  the  resuit  of  our  efforts,  we  always  observ- 
ed,  with  regret,  that  each  of  our  classes  contained  scho- 
lars of  three  yery  différent  capacities,  which  were  a 
check  to  each  other  in  many  respects.  We  had  in  ail 
of  them,  those  of  inferior,  moderato,  and  superior  abili- 
ties,  and,  in  steering  a  mean  course,  we  did  not  do  jus- 
tice to  the  two  extrêmes. 

**The  little  work  of  Count  de  Lasteyrie  (a  New 
System  of  Education  for  the  Primary  School,  Sfc. 
Paris,  1816)  came  to  me  from  Geneva  as  a  novelty.  I 
leamt  from  it,  what  I  was  before  entirely  ignorant  of, 
the  gênerai  commotion,  which,  from  England,  was 
spreading  ail  over  the  globe.  The  account  of  Dr  Bell's 
school  at  Madras  drew  from  my  eyes  tears  of  tender 
émotion.  I  blessed  this  man,  sent  by  Providence.  I 
ardently  desired  to  see  him  ;  and  how  little  did  I  ima- 
gine tliat,  some  months  afterwards,  I  should  bave  this 
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gratification  without  moving  from  my  abode.  His 
System  waa  a  ray  of  light  to  me.  I  there  found  the 
method  I  had  before  sought  in  vain— that  of  adapting 
instruction  to  ail  capacities.  I  was  yet  merely  acquaint- 
ed  with  the  bare  idea  of  the  System,  and  I  began  to 
'put  into  exécution,  according  to  local  circumstances, 
and  my  resources,  this  kind  of  instruction,  and  I  availed 
myself  also  of  the  methods  there  described.  I  com- 
menced  with  the  first  department,  that  of  the  éléments  ; 
from  thence  I  went  to  the  highest — ^well  assured,  that 
if  I  succeeded  with  the  two  extrêmes,  the  centre  would 
cause  me  no  difficulty. 

'^In  June  1816,  Mutual  Instruction  was  established 
over  the  whole  scale.  The  Dr  Bell  visited  it  the  3d 
of  August,  and  I  had  the  happiness  of  often  hearing, 
from  hîs  mouth,  this  exclamation,  '  A  Madras  school  ! 
A  Madras  school  !'— At  that  time,  the  scholars  did  not 
take  places  when  saying  their  lessons.  The  Children's 
Friend  pointed  out  to  us  this  ingénions  device,  and  from 
that  period  it  has  been  preserved  amongst  us. 

"  My  school,  sir,  glories  in  being  a  Madras  school. 
It  wishes  to  continue  at  the  fountain  head  :  and  if  I  do 
not  strictly  foUow  ail  the  practices  of  the  National 
schools,  it  is  because  local  circumstances,  the  kind  of 
instruction,  and  other  similar  causes,  render  some  slight 
déviations  in  the  exécution  necessary.  Besides,  I  was 
at  first  only  acquainted  with  the  fundamental  principle 
of  the  System,  and  the  French  work  entitled,  ^^n 
Abridgement  of  the  Method  of  the  Elementary 
Schoohy  Paris  1816,'  suppressed  six  chapters  of  Dr 
BelPs  exposition,  so  that  we  never  had  it  entiro  in  the 
French  language. 

Since  Dr  Belles  visit,  Mutual  Instruction  has  made 
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great  progress  amongst  and  around  us.  The  public 
opinion  is  given  in  favour  of  it.  Ail  the  schools  in  our 
city  wish  to  adopt  it,  and  I  hâve  been  entreated  to  in- 
troduce  it  into  them.  It  is  to  be  found^  then,  first,  in 
the  Qerman  school  for  boys,  (mine  is  French  ;)  second-^ 
ly,  iu  the  two  girls'  schools,  conducted  by  the  Ursuline 
Nuns;  thirdly,  in  our  Charity  School  of  Industry,  where 
poor  girls  are  taught  to  spin  and  sew;  and  hère  I  bave 
introduced  simultaneous  labour  and  instruction,  so  that 
those  engaged  at  work  instruct  each  other  without  in- 
terruption to  their  employment  ;  fourthly,  in  the  Pen- 
sionary  of  Visitandine  Nuns. 

^'  From  the  capital,  mutual  instruction  bas  extended 
itself  into  différent  schools  in  the  counl;ry.  I  went  to 
establish  it  in  two  of  our  municipal  tow<ns,  from  whence 
it  crept  on  to  two  others.  I  carried  it  also  into  three 
village  schools,  from  whence  it  insensibly  spread  itself 
still  further  ;  so  that  every  week  I  hear  of  its  gaining 
ground  more  and  more,  by  the  applications  made  to  me 
for  directions,  and  for  the  necessary  materials  for  in- 
struction ;  and  I  dare  say,  that  in  a  short  time  ail  the 
schools  in  our  canton  (of  which  there  are  169  in  the 
country)  will  become  Madras  schools,  for  our  worthy 
bishop  bas  loudly  declared  himself  in  favour  of  this  im- 
portant amehoration,  and  our  board  of  éducation  will 
do  the  same. 

^'  We  bave  had  some  influence  on  two  neighbouring 
cantons — ^those  of  Berne  and  Neufchatel.  Some  of 
the  institutors  of  the  former  came  to  acquire  a  know- 
ledge  of  the  System  in  December  last  ;  and  a  few  days 
since  I  had  a  deputation  from  Neufchatel,  who  passed 
part  of  the  week  with  us,  in  seeing,  and  making  notes 

VOL.  m.  H 
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of  every  thîng.  Some  institutors  of  thîs  latter  canton 
Lad  already  copied  some  of  the  things  which  they  had 
corne  to  see,  from  their  Chief  (when  therCj')  induced 
Bolely  by  the  réputation  it  had  attained^  and  the  désire 
of  improTcment. 

"  The  National  Society  may,  therefore,  look  upon 
the  French  Boys'  School  at  Friburg,  as  a  parent 
Bchool  on  the  Madras  System  ;  and,  at  the  risk  of  com- 
mitting  an  indiscrétion,  I  cannot  help  requesting  its 
association  to  the  National  schools,  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  illustrions  founder^  of  Madras.  It  is  a 
branch  which  is  desirous  to  unité  itself  with  its  stem^ 
that  it  may  dérive  fresh  vigour  from  it.  The  bare  îdea 
of  our  being  united  to  the  schools  which  are  under  the 
protection  of  the  National  Society,  will  give  us  addi- 
tional  zeal;  and  if  it  were  possible  that  it  should  pro- 
cure us  any  assistance,  as  has  been  the  case  in  so  many 
other  countries,  our  success  would  be  more  rapid,  and 
more  certain. 

^'  The  schools  in  our  towns  hâve  some  resources,  but 
those  in  the  country  hâve  none  ;  and  government,  after 
so  many  disasters  incurred  by  the  Révolution,  will  not^ 
for  a  length  of  time  at  least,  be  able  to  undertake  any 
thing  for  the  amélioration  of  schools.  It  was  necessary 
that  I  should  gratuitously  fumish  elementary  books, 
and  the  first  materials  for  writing.  Some  opulent  per- 
sons  in  our  city  had  promised  me  présents;  but  the 
high  price  of  provisions,  and  the  imperious  necessity  of 
succouring  the  poor,  who  were  starving,  caused  delay 
in  the  printing  of  the  books,  which  I  much  wished  to 
hâve  commenced. 

"  As  to  myself,  sir,  I  am  a  poor  friar.     I  give  ail  I 
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have — ^my  time  and  my  care.  Money  I  cannot  give, 
for  of  that  I  have  none  ;  and  my  functions^  as  the  head 
of  the  school  I  conduct,  are  entirely  gratuitous. 

"  It  is  net  without  reptfgnance,  sir,  that  I  have  takeii 
upon  myself  to  make  known  to  you  our  wants  ;  and  I 
should  not  have  had  courage  to  do  so,  if  the  Doctor 
had  not  appeared  to  suggest  it  to  me,  and  had  I  not 
lately  received  a  supply  of  New  Testaments,  for  which 
I  am  indebted  to  the  generosity  of  a  nation,  that  knows 
no  other  bounds  to  its  munificence  than  those  of  the 
universe.  If,  however,  this  article  of  my  letter  appear 
to  you  mîsplaced,  I  entreat  you  to  suppress  it  entirely  ; 
and  I  should  be  but  too  happy,  should  the  National 
Society  consider  us  worthy  of  being  included  in  the 
lîst  of  schools  which  owe  to  it  their  restoration. 

^^  Will  you,  Mr  Secretary,  présent  to  the  National 
Society  the  homage  of  my  respect  and  of  my  gratitude. 
The  Dr  Bell  condescended  to  show  me  marks  of  his 
friendship  during  his  visit,  and  it  is  under  his  auspices 
that  I  venture  to  introduce  myself.  He  addressed 
himself  to  my  numerous  family  ;  with  the  greatest  kind- 
ness,  and  of  his  own  accord,  gave  them  some  lessons. 
Masters  and  scholars — ^we  recall  with  the  greatest  de- 
light  that  mémorable  day,  and  its  remembrance  will  be 
ever  cherished,  Deign,  sir,  to  express  to  the  friend  of 
children  our  gratitude  and  our  love.  Assure  him  we 
shall  ever  continue  a  Madras  schooly  and  the  ardent 
admirers  of  him  who  founded  it. 

**  I  have  still  one  faveur  to  ask  :  it  is,  that  you  wiU 
inform  the  much  respected  doctor,  that  the  detractors 
of  his  System  in  Switzerland  have  not  replied  to  the 
apology  which  I  inserted  in  our  public  prints;  and 
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that^  havîng  occasion  to  see  the  adversaries,  and  of 
having  an  explanation  with  them  at  Yverdun,  I  con- 
cluded  by  convincing  them  that  the  Madras  System, 
well  understood  and  well  executedj  is  every  thxng  that 
can  be  wished  for  schools. 

^'  Excuse,  Mr  Secretary,  the  length  and  style  of  this 
letter.  The  situation  which  you  hold  assures  me,  that 
you  dévote  yourself  to  ihe  sejrice  of  children,  and  t^ 
the  éducation  of  the  people.  Henoeforth,  whatever 
distance  may  1;^  l^etween  \|S,  I  feel  that  I  am  with  yoi:^ 
ànd  it  seems  to  me  that  nothing  can  j^parate  us,  aXr 
though  I  writQ  to  yoijk  fi:om  a  cel),  clothed  in  .9  ^çnastiç 
habit. 

^^  Accepjt,  sir,  the  assip'ance  of  my  respect,  of  my 
gratitude,  of  my  attachment. 

^^  I  shaU  .(^yqr  remain  your  veiy  humble  and  obedient 
servant, 

"  GbEGORY  GlBAB]>, 

>*  I>efect  of  the  Frençh  School  at  Fribui^, 
"  ip  Swîtzerland." 

During  Dr  3ell's  ejtay  ^t  ^ath,  wheye  he  jremained 
till  March,  he  conjmiLenced  a  new  work,  to  be  entitled 
"  The  Wrongs  of  Children,"  in  which  he  then  made 
considérable  progress. 

From  Bath  he  Tirent  to  CheltenJ^m,  whither  he  had 
been  pressed  )x)  go  by  Mr?  Williams,  tl^at  he  might  in- 
spect  her  School  of  Ijidustry,  to  whîch^  and  to  the 
National  School  there,  he  pjiid  much  attention.  Fjom 
hence  we  find  him  writing  the  foUqwing  }etter  to  Mrs 
Cook,  whose  kindness  to  his  relatives  in  Scotland  he 
had  long  been  désirons  of  acknowledging,  and  to  whom 
he  now  presented  a  silver  tea-pot  as  a  remembrance: — 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  117 

'*  Cheltenham,  March  27, 1817. 

"Dear  Madam^ 

^'  I  hâve  often  had  occasion  to  expresd  my  deep 
sensé  of  your  long-continued  attentions  to  my  relatives^ 
of  the  judicîous  and  délicate  manner  in  which  you  dis^ 
posed  of  the  money  committed  to  your  distribution,  and 
of  the  humaHe  consolations  and  tender  treatment  which 
ever  accompanied  your  communications  with  them. 
From  the  scené  of  your  wonted  bounty  you  are  now 
removed  to  a  situation  in  which  your  charity,  as  I  am 
well  informed,  neyer  ceases  to  flow  in  new  channels  ; 
and  the  chief  and  oldest  object  of  my  care  and  concern 
at'  St  Andrews  is  now  no  more.  Thèse  circumstances, 
which  deprive  me  of  the  continuànce  of  your  good 
offices  in  future,  serve  only  to  enhanee,  in  my  estimation, 
(he  kîndnesses  which  you  hâve  performed  in  a  manner 
so  gratifying  to  my  feeUngs.  Time  and  change  of 
place  hâve  put  an  end  to  the  services  on  which  I  set  so 
high  a  value,  snd  notiliing  else  can  erase  them  from  my 
tiofemory.  AUow  me,  then;  once  more  to  repeat  my 
acknowledgmënts  for  ail  your  goodness  to  my  friends 
and  to  me.  One  more  faveur  I  hâve  to  request  at  your 
hands  :  it  is  that  you  will  indulge  me  by  the  acceptance 
of  a*  humble  tribute  of  my  esteem,  a  small  mémorial 
which>  évery  moming  and  evening,  may  be  before  your 
eyes,  of  the  good  deeds  which  you  hâve  performed,  and 
of  the  grate&l  sentiments  of,  dear  màdam,  with  great 
reôpéct  atid  regard,  your  mueh  obliged  and  Êdthful 

tAend, 

^'A.B. 

^^  Your  brother  Henry  bas  taken  upon  him  to  pré- 
sent my  humble  offering  for  me.'' 
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The  tea-pot  was  accordingly  transmitted,  and  Mrs 
Cook  writes  in  reply — "  I  nevier  was  at  a  loss  before 
when  I  sat  down  to  wrile  to  you.  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not  express  myself  properly  for  the  handsome  gift  you 
hare  sent  me,  nor  for  the  kind  letter  that  accompanied 
it.  You  had  bestowed  so  much  pleasure  upon  me  in 
the  business  you  gave  me  to  exécute  for  you,  that 
when  my  brother  told  me  that  your  présent  was  lying 
at  St  Andrews  for  me,  I  was  much  ovêrwhelmed.  It 
did  not  make  me  feel  less  this  kind  token  of  your  re«- 
membrance,  but  it  took  from  me  the  pleasant  satis&c- 
tion  that  you  would  not  accept  of  a  service  so  agreeable 
to  me  without  this  substantial  return.  ^I  will  use  it  foT 
your  sake,  although  every  day  the  friends  that  romain^ 
with  whom  we  set  out  in  life,  become  more  precious  to 
us,  and  are  in  no  danger  of  being  forgotten  by  us. 
You  will  hâve  much  pleasure  in  thinking  you  had 
so .  lately  seen  the  object  of  your  unwearied  atten- 
tions in  your  aged  and  vénérable  friend  in  St  An- 
drews. She  got  her  prayer  fulfiUed,  that  she  mi^ht  see 
you  before  her  death.  What  joy  and  comfort  must  you 
expérience  when  you  reflect  upon  the  many  kind  deeds 
you  hâve  done  ;  and  none  can  appreciate  theîr  value 
more  than  I  can  do,  who  know  so  well  the  comfort 
they  bestowed  !  May  you  be  long  spared,  not  only  for 
a  blessing  to  those  that  are  ready  to  pensh,  but  for  your 
extensive  usefulness  in  the  world  !".... 

From  Cheltenham  the  doctor  returned  to  London 
early  in  Aprîl,  and  remained  there  until  midsunx- 
mer.  About  this  time  a  small  prebend  at  St  Pau?s 
befcame  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr  Beloe  ;  and  Lord 
Kenyon,  not  knowing  exactly  the  nature  of  it,  made 
appUcation  both  to  the  Bishop  of  London  and  Lord 
Lîverpool  for  its  présentation  to  Dr  Bell.     In  reply  to 
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this  the  Bishop  of  Londdn  answcf ed  that  it  was  al-^ 
ready  disposed  of  ;  but  that^  even  had  it  not  been  so,  he 
did  not  think  it  would  hâve  answered  his  lordship'a 
purpose^  as  no  résidences  were  attached  to  thèse  pièces 
of  preferment^  nor  had  they  any  particular  advantages, 
except  that  of  a  seat  in  the  choir  of  St  Paul's.     *^  I  fuUy 
agrée  witb  your  lordship/*  he  continued^   "that  Dr 
Bell  is  entitled^  by  his  merits,  to  every  mark  of  distinc- 
tion which  the  bench  or  the  nation  can  bestow.     In 
London  I  fear  it  will  be  diffîcult  to  give  him  an  eccle- 
siasdcal  résidence^  as,  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
residentiary  canonries  of  St  Paul's,  and  the  prebends  of 
Westminster — which,  perhaps,  the  minister  mîght  not 
find  himself  at  liberty  to  give — there  are  no  bénéfices 
with  houses  without  cure  of  soûls."     .     •     .     • 

Hère  the  matter  rested,  and  we  must  now  proceed  to 
notice  some  correspondence  which  passed  between  Dr 
Bell  and  Mrs  Williams,  a  lady  much  connected  with 
the  court,  who  was  supposed  to  be  a  natural  daughter 
of  Frederick  the  Great,  King  of  Prussia.  She  had 
long  resided  for  a  part  of  the  year  near  Cheltenham, 
and  had  been  the  means  of  establishing  a  school  there 
in  1807,  which  was  called  *'  The  Cheltenham  old  school 
of  industry,  for  girls  to  be  educated  as  under  servants,^' 
and  was  afterwards  taken  under  her  Majesty's  pa- 
tronage. 

The  correspondence  which  now  passed  between  this 
lady  and  Dr  Bell,  related  to  his  having  an  interview  with 
some  of  the  royal  family,  which  was  soon  after  accom- 
plished. 

The  first  letter  on  this  subject  is  dated  as  far  back 
as  December  1816  ;  and  in  it  she  says — "  I  hâve  ob- 
tained  permission  from  her  Royal  Highness  the  Frin- 
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06B3  Ëlizabeth^  and  received  her  commanda^  to  invite 
you  to  Clay  Farm,  Old  Windsor,  where  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  see  you  any  day  that  may  suit  you  before 
the-  ISth  of  January."  From  some  cause  or  other, 
however,  this  interview  did  nof  then  take  place  ;  but 
in  May  we  find  Mirs  Williams  again  thus  writing  to 
him  after  his  visit  to  Gheltenham  : — *^  I  lost  no  time, 
-^on  my  arrivai  afr  Windsor,  in  informing  her  Majesty 
that  you  had  thonght  the  Gheltenham  old  school  of 
industry  of  a  nature  ta  be  united  to  the  National 
school,  &c.  &c.  Her  Majesty  ^cpressed  her  désire 
of  honouring  me  with  a  conversation  on  the  subject^ 
which  has  been  prevented  by  her  indisposition.  As 
I  hâve  no  doubt  of  the  resuit,  I  feel-  infinitely  de- 
lighted  at  the  idea  of  what  I  bave  so  long'  wished 
being  at  last  accomplished  ;  and,  as  soon  as  I'  hâve 
received  her  Majesty^s  commands,  I  will  write  to 
Mr  Walmesley  without  delay,  and  take  the  liberty  of 
using  your  name  as  a  sanction  for  the  applicaticm. 
But,  as  the  charity  is  under  the  Queen's  patronage,  I 
could  not  avail  myself  of  even  so  powerfid  a  passport 
without  her  Majesty's  permission. 

"  I  must  also  announce  to  you  the  permission  given 
me  of  agaih  inviting  you  to  make  me  a  visit  hère. 
But' as  her  Royal  Highness-  the  Princess  Elisabeth  has 
requested  it  may  not  be  during  her  absence  from 
Windsor,  you  must  bave  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
how  long  you  remain  in  London  before  you  set  ont  on 
your  tour  to  your  native  land,  so  long  projected,  that  I 
may,  if  possible^  seize  the  opportunity  of  sending  you 
a  summons  that  will  not  materially  interfère  with  your 


To  this  Dr.  Bell  repHed  as  follows  :^ 
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•«8,  Great  Ormond  Stfeet,  May  5,  1817. 

"  Dear  Madam; 

"  I  was  about'  to'aeknowledge  yôur  very  gratifying 
letter  from'  Gheltenham^  when  I  bave  ako  to  welcome 
your  Windsor  favour,  which  I  shall  best  do  by  obejâng 
the  commanda  wbich  you  bave  laîd  upon  me.  First^ 
tben,  I  reply  to  your  indirect  réquisition^  by  sending  • 
you  tbe  plan  of  union.  Ail  you  bave  to  do  is  to  sig- 
nify  your  assent  to  tbe  terms  specified'  in  tbe  second 
page^  as  marked  by  tbe  peu  of  my  Lord  Kenyon.  I 
need  not  add  bow  bigUy  gratifîed  we  sball  be  by  being 
in  unions  with  a  scbool  under  the  patronage  of  ber  gra- 
cions MaJBsty^  of  tbe  restoration  of  wbose  bealth  I  am 
happy  to  be  informed  from  so  good  autbority. 

"  Next,  as  to  my  stay  in  town.  It  is  more  tban  usually 
imperative  on  me  to  remain  till  tbe  4tb  of  June.  Wben 
tbe  proposition  was  made  in  our  gênerai  committee 
tbat  a  dinner  sbould  be  given^  as  usual^  to  tbe  cbildren 
of  tbe  Central  scbool^  in  célébration  of  tbe  good  King's 
birtbday^  tbe  treasurer  rose  up  and  represented  tbe 
low  State  of  our  funds  tbis  year^  as  inadéquate  to  tbe 
cost>  wbich  amounts  to  between  £50  and  £60.  It 
was  easily  carried^  bowever^  tbat  tbe  dinner  sbould  be 
given»  It  was  next  resolved  that  the  expense  sbould 
be  defrayed  by  subscription.  From  tbis  I  dissented, 
for  reasons  wbich  I  attempted  to  state.  I  consider 
the  solemnization  of  tbat  day,  at  tbe  instance  of  the 
Society,  as  most  important  to  our  grand  object — ^the 
union  of  religion  and  loyalty.  The  pleasing  associa- 
tions of  the  day  take  strong  hold  of  the  infant  mind. 
Roast  beef,  plum-pudding — ^the  King's  bealth  in  ail 
solemnity — "God  Save  the  King"  sung  by  tbemselves. 
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implant  eaxly  habits  of  attachaient  to  the  King  and 
constitution.  I  thought  it  a  profanation  that  the  so- 
lemnization  of  such  a  day  should  go  a-begging  for 
subscriptions.  To  prevent  this,  I  took  the  expense  on 
mjselt  As  in  my  former  opinion  I  waa  supported  by 
my  good  Lord  Kenyon,  so  hère  I  was  followed  by  his 
lordship^  who  has  already  deposited  the  money  for 
next  year's  solemnity,  in  case  of  any  accident  to  him 
in  the  mean  time. 

"  Hère,  then,  you  see,  I  remain^  as  in  duty  bound, 
till.the  birthday;  and  you  may  command  me  when 
and  how  you  please — at  Windsor,  if  I  shall  be  ho- 
noured  with  a  gracious  order,  and  in  town,  if  you 
fulfil  your  purpose  of  visiting  the  Central  school. 
The  half-yearly  examination  takes  place  on  Wed- 
nesday  the  21st,  at  one  o*clock;  but,  perhaps,  you 
may  prefer  seeing  us  in  our  daily  garb.  I  write 
in  this  great  hurry,  because  on  Wednesday  next,  the 
7th,  there  is  a  grand  examination  of  the  city  auxiliary 
schools — the  Lord  M ayor  in  the  chair — at  the  London 
Tavern.     So  much  can  we  do,  if  no  more."     .     .     . 

In  the  beginning  of  June  Mrs  WilUaras  wrote  to 
him  to  say,  that  it  was  her  Majesty's  wish  that  he 
should  corne  to  Windsor  on  the  following  Saturday, 
and  stay  till  Monday,  and  that  he  was  to  be  the 
Frincess  Elizabeth's  guesL  He  accordingly  went,  and 
we  find  the  foUowing  notes  of  his  visit  among  his 
papers  : — 

"  1817. — June  7th. — Saturday. — Arrived  at  Clay 

Farm.     The  Frincess  Elizabeth's  farm.     Her  Royal 

.  Highness  the  Frincess  hailed  my  artival,  and  bid  me 

welcome,  and  desired  me,  to  make  myself  welcome. 

Dr  Cookson,  canon  of  Windsor,  invited  by  her  Royal 
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Highness's  command  to  meet  me  at  dinner  hère.    Saw 
Frogmore. 

'*  8th,  Sundaj. — The  Queen  came  and  lunched  hère. 
Her  Majestj  came  up  stairs^  to  the  pink  room,  to  the 
PrincesB  Elizabeth^  and  sent  for  me.  Her  réception 
was  most  gracions  and  condescending.  She  talked 
much^  and  much  to  the  purpose^  and  called  me  back. 
She  was  désirons  of  learning  the  a,  b,  c,  for  so  her 
Majesty  often  called  it,  as  I  had  done  on  my  arrivai 
from  India.  She  commanded  me  to  stay  till  Tuesday, 
that  she  might  see  me  again^  as  on  Mohday  she  went 
to  see  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester.  On  departing,  as 
Mrs  Williams  reminds  me^  her  Majesty  said — *  I  àm 
glad  that  I  hâve  seen  you.  I  hâve  long  wished  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  you.'  In  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation^ she  said — '  How  glad  the  archbishop  will  be 
that  I  hâve  seen  you.'  The  Princess  Ëlizabeth  again 
hoped  that  I  was  comfortable.  Next  the  Princess 
Augusta  came  up  stairs  with  Lady  Uchester^  and  de- 
sired  to  see  me^  and  was  very  gracions. 

'^  9th. — ^Visited school,  (Lady  Ashbrooke's,)  at 

Old  Windsor.  The  Princess  Elizabeth's  school  of 
industry  like  that  at  Cheltenham.  Again  visited 
Frogmore.  Harden,  the  librarian^  most  civil.  Eton. 
The  Provost  Goodall  most  attentive.  A  noble  house 
and  grand  Ubrary.  Books  to  the  value  of  £12^000 
sterling.  From  the  organ  gallery  saw  the  boys  at 
prayers.  Shut  at  two  o'clock.  Great  hall.  A  party 
at  dinner,  &c.  The  provost  o£fered  future  use  of  books, 
&c.  Thence  to  Windsor  Gastle.  Saw  the  Queei), 
and  Princess  Augusta,  and  Elizabeth's  apartments. 
Sawalso  an  abridgement  of  the  History  of  England  by 
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the  Princess  Mary,  illustrated  with  prints  by  Mr 
Harden.  The  birth  and  progress  of  love,  by  Princess 
Elizabeth. 

^'  lOth. — The  Queen  came  at  twelve  o'clock.  Bodks 
and  slates  were  prepated,  Nobody  but  the  Princesses 
Augusta  and  Elizabeth  were  with  her.  They  were 
seated  at  a  table.  The  Queen  placed  nlè  by^  hôr  side, 
and  went  throiigh>aU  crut  pfFôcesses  in  lessons,  mdno- 
syllables,  and  polysyllables,  sCnd  in  reading  and  arith- 
metic.  She  expressed  a  désire  to  sée  tbe  Central 
school,  and  is  to  speak  to  the  archbî&hop  about  it. 
Her  Majesty  did  ail  the  sums>  &c.,  by  herself.  Oïl 
going,  she  expresséid  the  pleaâute  she  had  in  making 
my  acquaintance.  The  Queen  said,  many  a  tear  arith- 
metic  had  cost  her  ;  so  said  the  Princesses  ;  and  her 
Majesty  wished  she  had  to  learn  ît  again." 

Nothing  further  appears  relative  to  this  visit,  except 
that,  soon  after,  he  transmitted  several  of  his  books 
to  the  Queen  and  the  Princesses,  throttgh  Mrs  Wil- 
liams, which  werô  very  gracrously  receitéd. 

Dr  Bell  remained  in  London  until  the  middle  of 
J[uly,  busily  engaged,  as  usnàl^  in  attending  to  the  Cen- 
tral and  other  sohôols,  The  city  of  London  national 
schools  appear  to  havé  eâtlled  fordi  his  partioular  ap- 
probatiori^  and  we  find  him  addressitig  a  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  committee  of  thèse  schools,  eïpr^ssing 
his  satisfaction  at  the  mannerin  which  the  maâter(Mr 
Shirley)  had  "  applied  the  machinery  of  the  new  syô- 
tem  of  éducation  to  the  three  school-rooms  under  his 
charge;"  and  inclosing  a'chëq^e,  as  a  mark  of  his  high 
approbation,  for  ten  guineas,  which  he  requested  him  to 
transmit  to  Mr  Shirley,  in  any  shape  he  thought  would 
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prove  most  agreeable^  as  a  tribute  to  his  services  ;  and 
he  furlber  e^cpres^  his  wish  that  it  should  be  pre- 
seqted  through  the  committee^  as  being  «the  channel 
.most  lîkelj  tp  enhi^ice  jts  y^ue  Xo  lira. 
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CHAPTER  XLIV. 


The  Doctor's  Journeys — ^Letter  from  Lord  Eenyon — ^Baron  Strandman — 
Letter  to  Père  Girard — The  Doctor  visita  hîs  Estâtes  in  Galloway — Cor- 
respondence  concerning  Liitiatory  Lessons — Dr  Bell  yisits  Gredington — 
Engages  Mr  Davies  as  his  Amannensi»— Visits  St  Andrews,  and  is  recalled 
by  the  Archbishop^s  presenting  him  to  a  Stall  at  Hereford — Diffieolties  as 
to  his  holding  this  Preferment — He  offers  to  Resign — Lord  Kenyon  endea- 
vours  to  effect  an  exchange  for  him. 


I  HAVE  said  that  Dr  Bell  remained  in  London  until  July, 
when  he  went  by  Liverpool  to  Hoylake,  where  Lord 
Kenyon  was  then  staying  with  his  family,  and  from 
whence  they  vîsîted  several  of  the  schools  in  Liverpool 
together.  Hère  Mr  Johnson  writes  to  him,  stating  his 
intention  of  spending  the  summer  vacation  in  Suffolk 
and  Essex,  where  he  had  not  hitherto  been.  In  his 
reply  to  this  letter,  Dr  Bell,  after  expressing  his  hopes 
that  Mr  Johnson's  health  (which  was  becoming  im* 
paired  by  his  unremitting  exertions)  would  benefit  by 
his  projected  excursion,  enters  at  length  into  the  dé- 
tails of  what  he  considered  especially  wanting  at  the 
Central  school.  This  was,  that  a  séries  of  experiments 
should  be  tried  in  order  to  ascertain  "  the  greatest,  the 
least,  and  the  average  length  of  time,"  that  each  scho« 
lar,  ont  of  a  newly  entered  set,  would  be  in  leaming 
the  alphabet,  &c.  ;  and  he  proposed  that  a  dass  should 
be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  school  for  this  pur- 
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pose  ;  and  the  name^  age^  and  dail y  progress  of  each 
child  carefullj  registered. 

From  Hoylake  he  went  to  Liverpool,  where  he 
remaîned  a  few  days  to  set  the  Welsh  scliool  in  order  ; 
and  then  went  on  to  Manchester,  from  whence  he 
again  bent  his  course  northward,  and  reached  Dur- 
ham  towards  the  end  of  August.  His  letters  to  Lord 
Kenyon  at  this  time,  are  full  of  some  new  modes  of 
teaching  the  alphabet  which  he  was  then  planning,  and 
several  of  which  his  lordship  was  himself  practically 
attempting,  and  conceming  which  he  thus  writes  : — 

•*  GredÎDgton,  August  30,  1817. 

"  I  have  been  very  busy  in  my  schools  lately,  espe- 
cially  at  Tallern  Green,  in  which  I  have  been  much 
wanted,  and  have  been  working  as  zealously  as  I 
knew,  how  to  teach  i,  l,  t,  o,  and  a,  b,  c.  I  have 
satisfied  my  mind  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  teach- 
ing the  alphabet.  I  have  appointed  a  tutor  to  every 
child — ^made  copying  to  be  done  fîrst — the  tutor  help* 
ing  as  much  as  possible — ^repeating,  and  requiring  to 
be  repeated,  the  letter  on  which  the  child  is  employ- 
ed — ^registering  each  letter  taught — ^reading  aloud — 
and  taking  places  for  every  possible  superiority  ;  and 
writing  afterwards  from  dictation  on  the  opposite  side 
of  their  slates.  I  am  confident  that  a  class  which  had 
never  seen  a  letter,  could  learn  to  make  the  alphabet 

in  two  days  in  a  class I  did  not  find 

the  least  diflficulty  in  introducing  émulation  in  teach- 
ing the  alphabet  on  the  floor,  nor  in  making  them 
stand  well  in  the  class,  and  point  to  every  letter. 
This  attempt  at  Tallern  Green  bas  been  my  first 
decided  one  at  the  alphabet,  and  I  am  much  gratified 
by  it." 
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Dr  Bell  had  been^  in  the  mean  time^  trjing  some 
experiments  at  the  Barrmgton  school  ;  but  there 
is  no  account  of  thèse  that  will  at  ail  înterest  the 
reader. 

During  his  stay  at  Bishop's- Auckland,  he  received  an 
application  frgm  .St  Andrews  for  a  master  for  the  new 
school  there  ;  the  person  who  had  succeeded  Mr  Web- 
ster being  about  to  leave.  Accordingly  Mr  Ridley^ 
one  of  the  monitors  of  the  Banùngton  school^  was  se- 
lected  for  thîs  situation,  of  whom  more  hereafter. 

It  bas  been  seen  that  spme  ]time  preyious  to  this  a 
Russiannobleman,  (Baron  Strandman,)  and  four  young 
Russians,  had  corne  over  to  .(his  oountry  jto  be  in- 
sitructed  in  the  Madras  System,  and  had  attended  at 
the  Central  .achool  for  this  pujpose.  They  were  now 
on  theîr  wjay  to  Dujrham,  being  desii:ou3  of  çeeing  Dr 
Bell,  and  of  visiting  the  Barrington  school.  Of  what 
occurred  on  this  occasion,  there  is  no  particular  ac- 
count ;  but  it  appears  that  the  party  were  entertained 
by  the  bishop  at  Auckland  Castle,  and  that,  on  iheir 
retum  to  the  continent,  Dr  Bell  took  (hq  opp^rtunity 
of  transmitting  a  letter  to  Père  Girard,  tWough  the 
Baron.    It  x^n  thus — 

^September  19, 1817. 

'*  My  dear  Père  Girard, 

"  I  was  in  London  when  your  most  excellent 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  National  Society  was  read 
at  a  meeting  of  the  gênerai  committee.  A  translation 
of  it  bas  also  been  perused  with  great  delight  by  num- 
bers  who  interest  themselves  in  the  éducation  of  youtb, 
ail  of  whom  bave  expressed  to  me  the  greatest  admira- 
tion of  the  enthusiasm,  the  ability,  and  the  transcen- 
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dent  goodness  and  philanthropy  of  its  author.  We  look 
np  to  you  as  the  founder  of  a  System  of  éducation  in 
Switzerland,  of  which  the  benefits  are  incalculable,  and 
of  which  it  is  difficult  to  anticipate  the  conséquences. 

''Before  I  left  London,  I  had  assurances  that  your  let- 
ter  would  be  referred  to  the  authorities,  whose  province 
it  is,  and  that  the  prayer  of  it  would  be  favourably 
attended  to.  I  bave  heard  nothing  further  on  the 
subject;  but  wherever  I  go,  the  deepest  interest  is 
excited  by  your  communication;  and  you  hâve  the 
prayers  of  ail  good  Protestants,  if  that  will  avail  any 
thing,  as  well  as  of  Catholics,  for  your  health,  welfare, 
and  long  lîfe,  on  which  so  much  dépends  to  future 
générations  of  men. 

"  I  avail  myself  of  the  kind  ofier  of  my  friend  Baron 
de  Straudman,  to  présent  to  you  a  copy  of  my  last 
pubUcation,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  high  sentiments  of 
estimation  with  which  I  am,  my  dear  Père  Girard, 
your  most  faithful  friend, 

"  A.  Bell." 

The  doctor  had  intended  visiting  Lord  Kenyon 
after  bis  stay  at  Auckland  :  However,  he  changed  his 
route,  and  set  off,  on  the  15th  of  September,  for  his 
estâtes  in  Galloway,  where  he  took  up  his  quarters  at 
Mrs  Colonel  Wight's,  the  widow  of  his  old  friend,  and 
remained  till  the  first  week  in  October.  "  There  is, 
perhaps,  enough  hère  to  plague  me,'*  he  writes  from 
thence  to  Lord  Kenyon;  "  but  I  do  not  plague  myself 
in  the  least  about  it.  An  absence  of  fourteen  years 
from  an  estate  did  not  promise  much." 

Meantime  Mr  Johnson  writes,  telling  him  that  the 
Central  school  was  "  never  in  so  flourishing  a  condition 

VOL.  m.  1 
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as  at  présent  ;  ^  there  being  then  fiftj-two  masters 
and  twenty-one  mistresses  under  training,  and  the 
number  of  scholars  amonnting  to  more  than  1050. 
The  visitors  also  were  then  more  than  usually  nume- 
rous  ;  and  Prince  Esterhazy  had  just  signified  his 
intention  of  inspecting  the  school.  The  chief  object 
of  this  letter,  however,  was  to  inform  Dr  Bell  that 
what  went  by  the  name  of  i,  l,  t,  o,  had  been  "  tried 
and  condemned  by  the  committee  as  worse  than  use- 
less,  and  ordered  to  be  struck  ont  of  the  type.'* 

This,  as  has  been  seen,  was  one  of  the  practices 
on  which  the  doctor  particularly  prided  himself,  and 
his  lament  over  its  fate  is  very  characteristic — 

<*  Castie  Douglas,  September  29, 1817. 

'*  My  dear  Sir, 

''  I  hâve,  this  moment,  received  your  account  of 
I,  L,  T,  G.  While  I  thank  you  for  the  immédiate  com- 
munication, I  havo  to  regret  that  you  hâve  not  been 
more  explicit.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  it  be 
the  technical  term  or  heading,  i,  l,  t,  o,  that  is  con- 
demned to  death,  or  the  practice  of  writing  every 
initiatory  lesson.  From  your  lamentation  over  its 
tomb,  I  should  fear  it  was  the  latter  but  for  the 
apparent  improbability  ;  if  it  be,  as  I  can  hardly  ima- 
gine, I  ofTer  you  consolation.  It  may  be  buried  for  a 
while,  or  in  a  corner,  by  the  hand  of  power  ;  but  it 
will  rise  again,  and  spread  over  the  world,  and  live  for 
ever.  It  were  then  vain  to  take  up  arms  against  eter- 
nal  truths.  Our  arms  can  only  recoil  upon  ourselves. 
They  will  not  conquer  the  world  with  truth  on  its 
side. 

"  But  if  it  be  the  term,  i,  l,  t,  o,  that  is  condemned 
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to  death^  or  any  such  trivial  matter  of  form  in  be- 
ginningy  it  can  readily  be  dispensed  with,  and  we 
can  go  on  well  without  it.  Tell  me,  then,  which  of 
thèse  it  be,  or  what  it  is,  that  is  slain,  or  to  be  slain  ? 
— ^that  which  is  mortal,  oi;  that  which^  is  immortal? 
— ^that  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  exécute,  or  that 
which  is  bejond  the  reach  of  onr  utmost  strength  and 
authority?'* 

Dr  Bell  was  right  in  his  first  conjecture,  as  the  altér- 
ation recommended  by  the  committee  was  simply  that 
of  the  heading,  and  Mr  Johnson  thus  hastened  to  cor- 
rect the  mistake  : — 

•*  LoDdon,  October  6,  1817. 

''  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  hâve  this  moming  received  yours  of  the  29th  ult., 
and  Write  immediately  to  relieve  and  set  to  rest  your 
anxious  mind,  respecting  the  late  décision  of  the  school 
committee,  and  to  correct  my  omission  in  not  being  more 
explicit  in  my  last.  It  is  merely  the  technical  term  and 
heading  of  the  stereotyped  written  cards  that  has  been 
diacarded,  and  not  the  practice  of  writing  every  lesson. 
The  writing  stands  high,  and  is  much  approved  by  every 
body.  It  was  thought  an  useless  and  unjustifiable  intru- 
sion for  I,  L,  T,  o,  to  invade  the  right  of  the  a,  b,  c,  of  their 
fore&thers  ;  and,  however  useful  those  letters  might  be 
in  their  proper  place  at  the  head  of  the  printcd  alpha- 
bet, it  was  thought  they  could  answer  no  end  in  being 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  written  characters.  I  must 
confess  I  never  saw  any  use  in  apply ing  i,  l,  t,  o,  as  a  fit 
term  to  designate  the  elementary  part  of  your  system  ; 
but  I  was  always  of  opinion  that  a,  b,  c,  was  much  more 
happy^  and  much  more  applicable.     And  also  I  believo 
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the  former  term  has  aJready  called  forth  a  thousand 
quizzical  remarks^  and  as  many  mistakes — ^for  instance^ 
in  my  last  letter  I  meant  to  be^  and  I  thought  I  had  beeu 
explicît.  I  therefore  rejoice  the  System  is  now  to  hâve 
its  own  propei;  legitimate  name,  a,  b,  c,  again.  .  .  ^ 
'^  I  must  beg  to  be  allowed  always  to  form  a  judg- 
ment  of  the  relative  state  of  the  classes  in  the  Central 
school.  I  believe  the  lower  classes  are  good^  and  they 
hâve  been  good,  comparatively  speaking^  for  the  last 
four  years  ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  writing,  it  is  what 
it  has  been,  and  it  will  be  what  it  is — that  is,  it  never 
will  be  copperplate,  I  am  afraid,  till  we  give  it  more 
mechanical  attentioti.  So  you  see  I  am  still  an  unbe-> 
liever.  I  am  often  afraid  I  shall  live  and  die  such  ;  but 
having  said  so  much,  I  must  in  justice  to  the  littlo 
children  add,  they  universally  write  a  legible  distinct 
round  hand,  but  it  is  not  fine  writing.  If  you  say  you 
do  not  want  a  fine  hand,  I  congratulate  you  ;  for  cer- 
tainly  ail  your  children  can  now  write  a  useful  hand." 

Before  this  letter  reached  Dr  Bell  he  had  left  Mrs 
Wight's  for  General  Dirom's,  at  Mount  Annan,  where  it 
foUowed  him,  and  from  whence  he  replied  to  it  in  the 
foUowing  curious  letter  : — 

"  October  1817. 

*'  My  dear  Sir, 

'^  This  is  quite  a  difierent  thing  from  the  abolition 
of  I,  L,  T,  o.  It  differs  as  a  name  does  fi-om  a  substance. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  say  that  i,  l,  t,  o,  usurped  the  rîght 
of  the  A,  B,  c,  of  our  forefathers  :  i,l,t,o,  may  be  quizzed 
by  their  descendants,  but  could  not  by  them,  as  it  did 
not  exist  in  their  time:  —a,  b,  c,  is  one  thing;  i,  l,  t,  g,  i^ 
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toother.  A  new  art  requlres  a  new  name.  The  only 
question  is^  whether  the  uame  be  appropriate  :  about 
this  I  will  net  dispute  ;  but  a  name  is  useM  to  mark 
and  perpetuate  a  discover j^  and  for  this  purpose  a^  b^  c, 
will  not  serve.  The  oircumlocution  gf  reading  and 
wrîting  together  is  rather  unscientific.  Nor  does  it 
prove  its  ambiguity,  that  you  were  not  understood 
when  you  denoted  by  it  the  letters,  and  not  the  inven- 
tion which  it  represents  and  denominates.  Now  i,  l,  t,  o, 
if  as  you  say  '  the  writing  stands  high,  and  is  much 
approved  by  every  body/  has  usurped  the  place  of  a,  b,  c, 
of  our  forefathers  as  much^  though  the  name  be  abo- 
lished,  as  if  it  were  not.  Again  I  must  beg  leave  to 
remark^  that  it  is  also  a  mistake  to  say^  that  i,  h,  t,  o, 
denominated  the  System — the  Madras  System^  the 
multiplication  of  power  and  the  division  of  labour.  No 
such  thing.  It  is  the  writing  and  reading  together 
which  this  term  expresses. 

''  Again  I  am  pursuing  the  steps  of  your  letter. 
You  say,  ^  I  am  still  an  unbeliever.*  You  must  mean 
you  were,  for  now  you  surely  are  not,  as  you  were  bé- 
fore  you  saw  the  fruits  of  i,  l,  t,  o,  though  you  do  not 
«xpect  fine  writing.  If  fine  writing  were  wanted,  it  is 
easily  attained  :  it  is  only  having  the  lessons  written  in 
a  fine  hand,  and  copying  them.  But  what  I  contend 
for  is,  what  you  now  see  is  attainable — '  a  useful  hand' 
— ^more  and  more  approximating  to  the  prototype.  I 
agrée  with  you  entirely,  that  it  never  will  be  copper- 
plate  *  till  we  give  it  more  mechanical  attention  ;'  but  I 
do  not  subscribe  to  the  subséquent  sentence — '  So  you 
see  I  am  still  an  unbeliever.'  I  see,  on  the  other  hand, 
that,  compared  with  what  you  once  were,  and  even 
when  I  first  proposed  i,  l,  t,  o,  you  are  ail  faith.  My 
only  wonder  is,  that  having  advanced  so  far  beyond  othcr 
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men,  you  should  ever  and  anon  stop  short.  You  do 
believe  that  boys  can  be  taught  to  read  as  never  boys 
did  before^  because  you  haVO  done  it  ;  yet  you  won't 
believe  that  boys,  îf  it  was  wanted,  which  I  do  not  say 
hère,  can  be  taught  to  write  a  fine  hand^  which  every 
blockhead  can  do  and  teach.  Nor  hâve  I  the  least 
appréhension  of  what  you  subjoîn — '  I  am  often  afraid 
I  shall  live  and  die  such/  How  can  this  be  after 
what  you  add — ^  But  having  said  so  much,  I  must  in 
justice  to  the  little  children  add,  they  universally  write 
a  legible  distinct  round  hand  ?  '  Thus  is  perhaps,  ail  I 
hâve  aimed  at,  accomplished.  I  can  trace  no  marks  of 
infidelity  as  you  go  on,  Certainly  ail  your  children 
can  now  write  a  useful  hand.  How  satisfactory  and 
complète  !  If  an  infidel  write  so,  what  would  a  believer 
say? 

^^  On  the  whole,  I  interpret  your  letter  quite  différent 
from  what  you  do.  AU  the  facts  prove  that  you  grow 
daily  in  faith  and  in  good  works,  and  I  hâve  no  doubt 
that  you  will  soon  be  the  perfect  man.  The  more  you 
complain  of  yourself,  the  more  I  see  reason  to  applaud. 
I  do  not  indeed  deny  that  you  hâve  been  often  an  un- 
believer  in  the  commencement  ;  but  I  rejoice  that  you 
hâve  always  been  convinced  by  fstcts  in  the  issue,  and 
that  you  are  now  within  a  few  steps  of  the  top  of  the 
ladder  ;  and  it  must  be  my  fault,  and  not  yours,  if  I 
give  up  my  persévérance  before  you  hâve  attained  the 
summit  of  the  building.'*     .     .     .     • 

The  resuit  was  that  i,  l,  t,  o,  maintained  its  posi- 
tion, and  that  simultaneous  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  became  a  permanent  practice  of  primary  im- 
portance in  the  National  schools. 

About  this  time  an  ofier  was  made  to  Mr  Johnson 
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to  uodertake  the  mastership  of  a  classical  school^  to- 
gether  wkh  a  lectureship,  at  Bamsley,  which  was, 
however^  altkough  presenting  many  advantages^  ulti- 
mately  declined  by  him. 

Dr  Bell  remained  at  General  Dirom's  till  towards 
the  end  of  October,  where  he  seems  to  hâve  spent  his 
time  somewhat  differently  than  was  usual  with  him. 
"  You  will  hardly  believe/'  he  writes  from  thence  to 
Lord  Kenyon,  *'  that  I  hâve  been  coursing  every  day 
on  a  Spanish  charger,  with  the  gênerai  and  young 
ladies.   Every  improvement  in  agriculture,  architecture, 
and  rural  aflfairs,  are  carrying  on  under  the  auspices  of 
the  gênerai,  whose  Êirming  stands  foremost  in  the  agri- 
eultural  reports  of  the  county.     He  is  superintending 
the  building  of  a  church,  and  heating  it  by  a  device  of 
his  own,  with  warm  air,  after  the  manner  he  has  done 
with  thifi  house,  in  which  a  stove  of  a  particular  con- 
struction sends  the  heated  air  through  ail  the  passages  ; 
and  when  a  door  is  opened,  heated,  and  not  cold  air, 
rushes  in.     The  gênerai  has  also  invénted  a  grate,  the 
most  effectuai  for  kindling  and  blowing  up  the  fire,  and 
for  curing  smoke,  that  has  ever  been  tried.     He  ought 
to  hâve  a  patent  for  it." 

From  General  Dirom's  he  proceeded  by  Carlisle  to 
Keswick,  where  he  remained  about  a  fortnight.  Hère 
he  received  intelligence  from  St  Andrews  that  some- 
what  troubled  him.  His  emissary  from  the  Barring- 
ton  school  had  arrived,  and  commenced  opérations,  but 
had  met  with  a  good  deal  of  opposition  ;  in  fact,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  which  does  not  very  clearly  appear, 
the  Madras  system  had  had  more  difficulties  to  contend 
with  at  St  Andrews  than  almost  any  other  place  where 
it  had  been  introduced.  It  had,  however,  still  several 
stanch  supporters  there,  especially  Dr  Mudie,  who. 
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with  others  of  the  committee^  came  forward  at  this  cri- 
tical  time,  when  most  of  the  scholars  had  been  with- 
drawn^  and  secured  to  Mr  Ridley  (the  new  master)  an 
income  of  £15  per  quarter.  Dr  Bell  also  at  once 
begged  him  to  accept  £10,  and  promised  further  assis- 
tance, as  often  and  as  long  as  necessary.  Matters, 
however,  soon  began  to  look  brighter  ;  and  in  consé- 
quence of  Mr  Ridley's  superior  talents  and  exertions, 
this  school  soon  reached  a  very  hîgh  degree  of  perfec- 
tion and  success. 

From  Keswick  the  doctor  went  to  Auckland, 
where  he  arrived  about  the  end  of  November,  and 
where  we  find,  from  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham,  he  was  busily  employed  in  the  Barrington  school. 
*^  My  earUest  and  best  thanks/'  the  bishop  writes  in 
reply,  *^  are  due  for  the  time  and  attention  you  hâve 
bestowed  on  the  improvement  of  the  Barrington 
school,  which  I  most  anxiously  hope  will  answer  the 
■expectations  which  you  bave  formed.  Rest  assured 
that  every  suggestion  of  yours  shall  be  attended  to  and 
enforced  by  me,  under  the  fullest  conviction  that  by 
thèse  means  only  the  school  can  become  what  we  both 
so  much  wish." 

This  letter  found  Dr  Bell  at  Gredington,  whither 
he  had  gone  early  in  December,  and  where  he  remained 
till  the  middle  of  January. 

The  doctor*s  correspondence  and  literary  occupa- 
tions, for  some  time,  had  been  such  as  to  occupy  a 
very  considérable  portion  of  his  time;  and  he  had  long 
been  anxious  to  meet  with  an  amanuensis  whom  he 
could  dépend  upon,  and  who  could  also  assist  him  in 
his  scholastic  opérations.  He  had  indeed  before  en- 
gaged  several  persons  in  this  capacity;  but  the  first, 
^after  being  with  him  more  than  two  years,  died,  and 
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he  had  very  lately  parted  with  the  last.  It  happened, 
however,  that,  during  his  présent  visit  to  Gredington, 
there  was  a  young  man  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Oswestry,  whose  namo  was  Davies,*  who  had  lived 
twelve  years  in  the  family  of  Thomas  N.  Parker,  Esq. 
of  Sweeney  Hall,  and  who  was  just  on  the  point  of 
going  to  London  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the 
Madras  System,  and  qualifying  hiraself  as  a  school- 
master.  Previously,  however,  to  setting  off,  he  went 
over  to  Gredington,  at  Mr  Parker's  suggestion,  to  wait 
Tipon  Lord  Kenyon,  and  to  request  his  recommenda- 
tion  and  support.  This  circumstance  was  mentioned 
to  Dr  Bell  after  Davies  had  left  his  lordship,  and  the 
doctor  became  anxious  to  know  if  he  could  be  induced 
to  change  his  plan  of  life,  and  become  his  amanuensis. 
Lord  Kenyon  accordingly  wrote  to  Mr  Parker,  and  in 
<;onsequence  Mr  Davies  again  went  over  to  Greding- 
ton, and  having  undergone  an  examination  by  Dr  Bell, 
accepted  the  situation.  "  If  I  hâve  now,"  said  the 
doctor,  after  concluding  the  engagement,  "  at  last  ob- 
tained  a  man  to  my  mind,  and  he  stays  with  me  till  my 
death^  I  will  take  care  to  make  him  comfortable,  and 
place  him  above  the  frowns  of  the  world.**  The  situa- 
tion, as  will  be  seen,  was  no  bed  of  roses. 

This  matter  being  settled,  Dr  Bell  left  Gredington 
on  the  16th  of  January,  and  passing  through  Liverpool, 
Oarlisle,  and  Edinburgh,  arrived  at  St  Andrews  on  the 
20th  of  the  same  month. 

About  this  time  application  was  made  to  him  by  Mr 
Johnson  for  some  particulars  respecting  his  life  under 
thèse  circumstances  : — ^A  work  was  shortly  to  be  pub- 
lished  on  the  Madras  System  in  German,  by  Dr  Hamel, 

*  Mj  excellent  friend  and  able  assistant  in  this  work,  as  mentioned  in 
4he  préface. 
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which  was  intended  more  particularlj  for  the  Russian 
public  ;  and  the  author  was  anxious  for  a  portrait  of 
the  doctor  aa  a  frontispiece^  with  a  fac-similé  of  his 
handwriting.  He  accordingly  requefited  Mr  Johnson 
to  apply  for  this  ;  and  also  begged  that  the  quotation^ 
^^  You  will  think  me  an  enthusiaat,  but  in  a  thousand 
years  this  System  will  spread  over  the  world,"  might 
be  obtained  in  the  doctor's  handwriting  for  the  fac- 
similé.  This  request  was  complied  with,  and  Mr  John- 
son, in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which 
contained  it,  tells  him  that  he  had  again  heard  firom  Dr 
Hamel,  and  that  he  wished  to  know  if  there  was  not 
a  biographical  notice  of  the  doctor  to  be  met  with,  as 
he  was  anxious  to  prefix  a  short  memoir  to  the  work  in 
question.  This  not  being  the  case,  Mr  Johnson  asked 
if  Dr  Bell  would  himself  furnish  some  information  on 
this  point.  This  request,  however,  he  declined  corn- 
plying  with  ;  and  he  remarked — ^^  In  regard  to  the 
réquisition  from  abroad,  what  can  I  say  but  what  you 
must  anticipate — that  I  am  not  yet  prepared,  if  eirer  I 
shall  be,  to  write  the  history  of  my  own  life,  either  at 
first  or  second  hand.  It  is  my  discovery,  my  applica- 
tion of  it,  its  success,  its  spread*— ail  of  which  I  hâve 
detailed — that  is  interesting,  and  not  the  humble  author 
of  ail  this." 

Dr  Bell  having  caused  lodgings  to  be  taken  for  him 
at  St  Andrews  previous  to  his  arrivai,  he  now  took  up 
his  abode  there.  Miss  Bell  being  with  him.  His  chief 
object  in  this  was  to  endeavour  to  give  the  Madras 
System  a  more  permanent  footing  in  his  native  city 
than  it  had  at  présent  :  indeed,  it  seems  that  he  now 
began  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  St  Andrews  than 
he  had  hitherto  manifested  ;  and  that,  at  this  time,  he 
began  to  form  those  plans  concerning  the  promotion 
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of  éducation  there^  which  he  afterwards  so  magnifia 
cendy  realized.  Among  other  things  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing  letter  addressed  by  him  to  Mr  Smith^  the  master 
of  die  old  school,  who  had,  as  yet,  but  partially  adopted 
the  Madras  System  : — 

««  8t  Andrews,  Febroary  6,  1818. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  Yielding  to  noue  in  my  good  wishes  and  regard 
for  my  old  acquaintance^  I  think  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  repeat  to  you  in  writing,  the  opinion  which,  to 
you  first  of  all^  I  expressed  in  conversation.  Indeed,  I 
feel  it  a  debt  due  to  my  native  city^  to  the  university^ 
and  to  the  cause  which  occupies  me^  to  state  ezplicitly 
my  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  Dr  Mudie's  letter  to 
you^  which  this  accompanies. 

^^  Ist — I  think  it  most  eligible  that  the  new  System  of 
éducation,  the  propagation  of  which  I  hâve  much  at 
heart,  should  be  engrafted,  as  I  originally  proposed 
many  years  ago,  on  the  established  schooL 

"  2dly — That,  by  the  junction  proposed,  the  great 
body  of  the  children  of  this  place,  rich  and  poor,  may 
be  educated  under  one  roof,  with  the  greatest  advan- 
tage  to  ail  concemed. 

*^  3dly — That  this  arrangement  would  be  especially 
conducive  to  your  ease,  comfort,  and  interest. 

^'  And4thly — Because,  in  case  of  the  committteeof  the 
new  school  foUowing  up  their  measures  with  the  same 
zeal,  activity,  and  ability  with  which  they  hâve  set  out, 
and  with  the  success  which  I  hâve  witnessed  in  other 
places,  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  the  resuit  will,  in 
the  end,  be  as  prejudicial  to  your  school,  as  it  has  been 
to  other  schools  under  similar  circumstances. 
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"  Considering  the  union  proposed  as  désirable  on  every 
account,  and  especially  on  your  account^  I  should  act, 
if  at  any  future  period  called  upon,  with  increased  satis- 
faction, if  I  could  believe  that,  while  assisting  in  carry- 
ing  on  the  plans  of  the  committee,  and  administering, 
as  I  conceive,  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  I  was, 
at  the  same  tîme,  contributing  to  your  individual  bene- 
fit.  I  must,  however,  again  confess  to  you,  that  the 
complète  establishment  of  the  new  System,  which  I 
know  to  be  intimately  connected  with  the  happiness 
and  improvement  of  children,  and  the  highest  interests 
of  the  community  at  large,  is  with  me  a  paramount 
considération.^ — I  am,  dear  sir,  in  great  haste,  your 
sincère  friend, 

"  A,  Bell." 

This  letter  Mr  Smith  acknowledged,  thanking  Dr 
Bell  '^for  ail  his  kindness  and  attention  to  him  since 
he  had  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance,  now  about  thir- 
ty-five  years  ago,'*  and  saying  that  he  was  as  anxious 
as  any  one  could  be  to  understand  the  System  complete- 
ly,  and  to  introduce  it  into  his  school,  if  it  should  be  in 
his  power. 

Another  rather  curions  letter  was  written  at  this 
tîme  by  the  Doctor  to  Bishop  Sandford,  conceming  the 
episcopal  chapel  at  St  Andrews,  the  minister  of  which 
(Mr  Robb)  had  been  for  some  time  rendered  incap* 
able  of  performing  the  duty  there,  from  ill  health.  Dr 
Bell  accordingly  represented  to  the  bishop  the  great 
inconvenience  of  there  being  no  episcopal  service,  and 
made  two  suggestions  ;  the  one  was,  that  another  clergy- 
man  should  be  temporarily  appointed,  to  whose  salary 
he  ofFered  to  contribute  ;  the  other,  that,  in  case  this 
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could  not  be  accomplished,  the  bishop  should  grant  a 
temporary  permission/  or  license,  to  Mr  Ridley,  the 
new  master  from  the  Barrington  school,  to  read  the 
prayers  and  lessons  in  the  chapel;  adding  that  "he 
did  not  présume  to  judge  of  the  correctness,  expedi- 
ency,  or  practicability  of  this  last  proposition."  It 
does  not,  however,  appear  what  answer  was  given  to 
this  letter,  or  what  was  done  in  this  case. 

The  interest  which  he  took  in  St  Andrews  still  further 
appears  from  his  making  a  will  about  this  period,  con- 
veying  a  great  part  of  his  property  to  that  city  ;  but  as 
therc  is  hq  copy  of  it  among  his  papers,  we  cannot 
enter  into  any  of  the  particulars  of  it. 

The  doctor's  further  stay  at  St  Andrews  was  now 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  put  a  stop  to  by  the  follow- 
ing  brief  note  from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  : — 

January  28, 1818. 

"Rey,  Sir, 

"A  Btall  in  Hereford  cathedral,  of  good  value,  as  I 
am  informed,  is  vacant,  and  in  my  disposai.  I  hâve 
great  pleasure  in  oflfering  it  to  you,  as  a  testîmony  of 
the  esteem  in  which  I  hold  your  public  services.  I 
hâve  the  honour  to  be,  rev.  sir,  your  faithfiil  humble 
servant, 

"  Cantuar." 

In  conséquence  of  this  communication  Dr  Bell  lost 
no  time  in  proceeding  to  London,  and  soon  afterwards 
we  find  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  congratulating  him  on  his 
promotion,  and  giving  the  necessary  instructions  for  his 
installation*     He  remained  in  London  a  little  more 
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than  a  week,  and  then  proceeded  to  Hereford,  where 
he  was  most  hospîtably  received'and  entertained  for  a 
considérable  time,  by  the  dean  and  his  family,  though 
he  was  before  personally  unknown  to  them,  and  the 
foundation  was  then  laid  of  a  friendship  between  them 
which  only  ceased  with  his  death. 

On  his  arrivai  in  Hereford,  he  found  that  the  régu- 
lations of  the  stall  were  much  more  stringent  than  he 
had  expected  ;  and  that  a  longer  résidence  was  neoes* 
sary  than  he  had  any  idea  of.  For  nearly  three  months, 
he  was  subjected  to  the  statutable  exercises  and  pre- 
liminary  trials  of  a  residentiary  of  the  cathedral,  con- 
sisting  of  four  English  and  four  Latin  sermons,  then 
of  a  forty  days'  sitting  in  a  prebendal  stall,  without  any 
duty  to  perform,  thrice  every  Sunday  and  holiday,  and 
twice  every  other  day,  during  which  quarantine,  there 
was  an  inhibition  from  transgressing  the  walls  of  the 
city  :  And  the  two  following  months  were  assigned  to 
him  for  his  annual  résidence. 

The  residentiary  house  being  not  fit  for  his  récep- 
tion, and  having  many  repairs  to  undergo,  he  took 
lodgings,  after  some  time  spent  at  the  deanery,  in  a 
small  house  near  it  ;  but  this  not  affording  room  for 
the  parties  he  was  obliged  to  give  to  the  clergy  and 
others,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  place,  he  was 
allowed  the  use  of  the  large  room  in  the  collège  for  that 
purpose,  where,  and  at  the  hôtel,  he  exercised  a  very 
libéral  degree  of  hospitality. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  possession,  before  he  dis- 
covered,  that  several  diffîculties  stood  in  the  way  of  his 
retaining  his  new  preferment.  One  of  thèse  arose  from 
his  being  master  of  Sherburn  hospital,  whereby  he  was 
precluded  from  holding  any  of  the  bénéfices  attached 
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to  hÎ8  stall,  and  was  thereby  eut  off  from  half  the  émolu- 
ments more  than  which  he  would  otherwise  hare  re- 
ceived. 

Another  difïîcnlty  was,  that  he  was  not  a  graduate 
of  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  having  only  what  was  called 
a  Lambeth  degree,  besides  those  given  him  by  the  uni^ 
versity  of  St  Andrew*s.  On  the  question,  whether  a 
stall  at  Hereford  was  tenable  under  thèse  ciroumstanœs. 
Sir  William  Scott  was  consulted,  who  thus  ezpressed 
himself  to  the  archbishop. 

''I  take  it  for  granted,  that  a  Lambeth  degree  (as 
it  is  called)  îs,  in  gênerai  practice,  admitted  as  équiva- 
lent to  an  academical  degree  of  the  same  rank,  for  the 
purposes  of  holding  ecclesiastical  preferment,  though 
that  matter  was  strongly  contested  about  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.  Your  Grâce  will  certainly  find  in 
the  Lambeth  library,  Bishop  Gastrell's  pamphlets  in 
the  case  of  Dr  Peploe,  warden  of  Manchester  collège, 
in  which  the  question  is  discussed.  And  I  présume 
the  bishop  had  his  opponents,  though  their  names  do 
not  occur  to  my  recollection  at  présent. 

''  But  I  do  think  that  the  statu  tes  of  Hereford  cathe* 
dral  must  be  considered  as  limiting  their  preferments 
to  degrees  strictly  academical  ;  for  they  are  very  ex- 
plicitly  restrictive,  and  cannot,  I  think,  be  applîed  to 
any  other  degrees,  though  équivalent  to  them,  where 
no  such  phrases  of  limitation  occur.  Even  an  acade- 
mical degree,  if  confirmed  by  spécial  faveur,  and  with- 
out  the  regular  exercises,  would  not  appear  to  answer 
the  réquisition.  A  Scotch  degree  is  no  title  for  Eng- 
lish  preferments." 

This  being  the  case,  it  was  thought  very  désirable  by 
many  of  the  doctor's  friends,  that  an  exchange  should. 
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in  some  way,  be  effected;  and  Lord  Kenyon  having 
seen  Lord  Liverpool  on  the  subject,  wrote  thus  to  Dr 
Bell,  informing  him  of  what  Had  passed  on  the  occasion: 
— ^'  I  had  a  very  pleasant  interview  with  Lord  Liver- 
pool thîs  morning.  I  had  written  to  him  to  explaia 
generally  my  object;  and  I  told  him  at  first,  that  I  should 
not  hâve  troubled  him  on  any  account,  but  that  I  felt  per- 
suaded  it  would  be  a  gratification  to  him  to  promote  your 
wishes,  and  increase  your  usefiilness,  if  he  could,  consista 
ently  with  the  claims  on  him  for  patronage.  He  entirely 
acquiesced.  He  fuUy  explained  to  me,  very  kindly 
and  handsoraely,  the  circumstances  relative  to  churcli 
patronage  ;  and  when  I  had  explained  fuUy  to  him  my 
wishes — for  I  distinctly  stated  them  as  mine  and  not 
yours — ^he  said  he  shonld  most  readily  concur  in  en- 
abling  you  by  any  exchange  of  patronage,  with  any 
existing  possession,  to  remove  from  Hereford  to  West- 
minster Abbey,  or  to  St  Paul's.  I  stated  distinctly,  that 
neither  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  nor  the  Bishop  of 
Hereford,  could  acquiesce  in  an  exchange  which  would 
subject  Sherburn  hospital,  or  the  bishop's  prebend  at 
Hereford,  to  become  crown  preferment,  in  which  he 
entirely  concurred  ;  but  if  Sherburn  and  Hereford  eau 
be  exchanged  for  St  PauVs,  or  Hereford  for  Westmin- 
ster Abbey,  I  am  persuaded  Lord  Liverpool  will  hâve 
much  pleasure  in  having  co-operated.  Now  I  hâve 
done  ail  I  can,  I  fear.  If  you  can  keep  the  £600  living 
open,  and  state  the  real  values  of  the  other  livings  and 
of  the  hospital,  and  the  âges,  &c.,  of  the  respective  pos- 
sessors,  if  I  can  do  any  thing  more  towards  procuring 
you  an  officiai  establishment  in  London,  it  will  be  one 
of  the  greatest  comforts  I  can  bave." 

Meanwhile,  the  question  of  the  doctor's  cligibility 
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was  under  discussion  at  Hereford,  and  chapters  were 
held  bj  the  dean  and  canons  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  subject  into  considération.  The  resuit  of  thèse 
was,  that,  at  one  of  their  meetings,  an  élection  took 
place,  which  terminated  in  Dr  Bell's  favOur,  who  was 
still  in  résidence.  His  détention,  just  at  this  time, 
was  rather  unfortunate,  as  it  happened  that  the  Queen 
and  several  others  of  the  Royal  Family  had  expressed 
their  intention  of  being  présent  at  the  examination  of 
the  children  of  the  city  of  London  National  schools, 
which  waâ  to  take  place  in  the  Egyptian  Hall,  at  the 
Mansion  House,  on  Wednesday  the  29th  April.  This 
was  signified  to  him  by  Mr  Heskett,  the  secretary, 
who,  at  the  same  time,  conveyed  to  him  an  invitation 
from  the  managing  committee  to  attend.  His  duties 
at  Hereford,  however,  did  not  admit  of  his  absence  even 
for  a  day,  and  he  was  therefore  unable  to  attend. 

The  examination  went  off  welL  "  Our  good  Queen," 
writes  Lord  Kenyon  to  Dr  Bell,  '^  seemed  much  gra- 
tified  by  the  examination  in  the  Egyptian  Hall  to-day. 
The  results  produced  by  the  System  were  forcibly  dis- 
played  ;  but  the  room  was  too  large,  and  the  company 
too  talkative,  to  allow  the  powers  of  the  System  itself, 
in  its  earlier  stages,  to  be  well  exemplified.  Every 
thing,  however,  was  highly  creditable  to  the  schools 
and  their  conductors.  Full  1000  children  were  pré- 
sent. They  sang  admirably,  and,  in  conclusion,  intro-^ 
duced  two  additional  stanzas  to  ^  God  save  the  King,' 
on  the  occasion,  which  were  very  well  received.  The 
Queen  was  pleased,  before  she  withdrew,  to  call  me 
forward,  and  to  notice  me  very  kindly.  I  mentioned 
to  the  Duke  of  York  before,  your  regret  at  not  beîn jf 
able  to  attend.     He  spoke  of  you,  from  a  full  heart,  in 

VOL.  m.  K 
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the  highest  terms,  and  of  the  immense  national  impor^ 
tance  of  your  system.  The  Lord  Mayor  seemed  highly 
delighted^  and  every  thing  was  extremely  well  ma- 
naged.** 

Notwithstandîng  a  majority  of  the  chapter  at  Hère- 
ford  had  confirmed  Dr  Bell's  appointment  to  his  stall 
there^  he  was  still  in  rather  an  unsatisfactory  position^ 
which  he  seems  to  hâve  felt  much,  and  more  than  once 
tendered  his  résignation  to  the  archbishop.  Meantime, 
Lord  Kenyon  had  been  still  most  kindly  interesting 
himself  in  promoting  an  exchange^  and  his  lordship  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  Duke  of  York  on  the 
subject,  who  promised  to  use  his  influence  with  Lord 
Liverpool.  His  lordship  had  also  written  to  the  Dean 
of  Westminster,  and  received  from  him  the  following 
reply  :— • 

**  Islip,  &ear  Oiford,  July  1,  1818. 

<'  My  Lord, 

^'  Being  settled  hère  for  the  summer,  I  did  not 
till  to-day  receive  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  send  to  Westminster. 

**  I  had  been  informed,  some  time  since,  of  the  un- 
lucky  circumstances  which  attended  Dr  BelPs  prefer- 
ment,  and,  with  your  lordship,  I  think  it  of  public 
importance  that  something  should  be  done  to  liberate 
him  from  Herefoid.  Looking,  however,  to  the  value 
and  other  circumstances  belonging  to  a  stall  at  West- 
minster, I  am  persuaded  that  no  prebendary  there 
would  exchange  it  for  the  prebend  at  Hereford,  snch 
as  you  describe  it  in  Dr  BelPs  possession*  As  to  fu- 
ture contingencies  there,  they  must  be  weighed  against 
contingencies  with  us  also  ;  and,  whatever  they  may  be^ 
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perhaps  the  most  désirable  may  be  too  remote  from 
Buch  livîngs  as  our  prebendaries  already  hâve.  The 
estlmate,  therefore,  of  the  Hereford  prebend  must  be 
made  agaînst  the  immédiate  benefits  of  the  Westminster 
stall  ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  assuredly  no  member 
of  our  chapter  would  exchange^  unless  local  circum- 
stances  should  be  admitted  to  détermine  his  choice. 

"  I  hâve  answered  your  lordship's  question  exactly 
as  it  strikes  my  mind;  but,  as  the  promotion  of  a  vrish 
of  yours  would  at  any  time  give  me  a  sincère  satisfac- 
tion, permit  me  to  add,  that  perhaps  the  arrangement 
which  you  propose  might  still  be  carried  into  efFect  at 
some  future  time,  through  your  lordship's  influence. 

"  If  the  minîster  had  the  disposai  of  the  Hereford 
prebend,  -wîth  its  contingencies,  when  another  vacancy 
coeurs  at  Westminster,  he  might  be  induced,  on  a  pro* 
per  représentation,  to  make  the  exchange  himself.  Still^ 
this  would  be  a  sacrifice  on  his  part.  I  happen,  in« 
deed,  to  know,  that  our  stalls  are  sought  for  with  an 
earnestness  far  beyond  their  real  value. 

"  I  beg  your  lordship  to  do  me  the  honour  of  be- 
lievîng  me,  with  very  sincère  respect,  your  faithful^ 
humble  servant^ 

*'  J.  Ibeland  " 
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No  further  steps  seem  to  hâve  been  taken  in  the 
matter  of  Dr  Bell's  preferment  at  présent;  and  we 
must  now  take  âome  notice  of  another  subject  which 
occupied  a  good  deal  of  his  attention  during  his  resi* 
dence  at  Herefordi^  This  was  the  appointaient  of  a 
new  master  to  the  Bajrrington  school^  in  the  room  of 
Mr  Nicholson,  on  whose  death^  (which  took  place  in 
April  of  the  présent  year,)  the  Bishop  of  Durham  at 
once  applied  to  Dr  Bell  to  recommend  him  a  successor. 
On  this  application  being  made,  it  occurred  to  him 
that  Wilmont,  his  Swanage  parishioner,  would  be  a 
person  exactly  suited  to  the  situation. 

Wilmont,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  appoînted  to 
Wilson's  hospital  in  1808,  and  rosigned  it  in  consé- 
quence of  finding  the  duties  too  onerous  for  his  health. 
The  doctor  was  displeased  at  his  giving  up  his  situa- 
tion contrary  to  his  advice,  and  took  little,  if  any, 
notice  of  him  for  two  or  three  years.  He  then  pro- 
cured  him  a  school  at  Nottingham^  where  he  gained 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  149 

great  praÎBe.  From  hence  he  was  appoînted  to  thé 
mastership  of  the  Orchard  Street  Bchool  in  Westmin- 
ster, under  Dr  Carey's  patronage.  Hère  he  remaîhed 
for  Bome  time,  and  then  moved  to  the  new  school  which 
waB  instituted  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Dean  of  Westminster. 

In  conséquence  of  Dr  Bell's  recommendation,  the 
mastership  of  the  Barrington  school  was  now  oiFered  to 
Wilmont,  who  at  once  accepted  it,  and  resîgned  his 
présent  situation,  '^  to  the  consternation  of  the  Dean  of 
Westminster  and  the  committee/'  who  immediately 
applied  to  Dr  Bell  to  recommend  them  a  successor. 

There  happened  to  be  a  young  man  of  the  name  of 
WilsoUj  master  of  a  school  at  Darlington,  who  had 
applied  for  the  Barrington  school,  and  had  high  testi- 
monials  from  différent  quarters.  After  making  some 
enquiries  coRceming  him,  Dr  Bell  recommended  this 
person  to  the  Dean  of  Westminster  ;  but,  somewhat  to 
liis  surprise,  found  that  the  situation  had  been  aiready 
filled  up. 

Wilmont  without  delay  proceeded  to  take  charge 
of  his  new  situation,  risiting  Dr  Bell  at  Hereford  on 
his  way,  who  had  strongly  insisted  on  his  coming  to 
receive  oral  instructions  f^om  him.  His  visit  we  will 
hope  was  a  profitable  one — ^pleasant  it  hardly  could 
hâve  been,  for  the  doctor's  mode  of  conveying  instruc«- 
tion  was  not  the  gentlest  in  the  world  ;  and  the  two 
days  Wilmont  spent  with  him  were  almost  entirely 
occupied  in  ^*  lectures  and  scoldings.**  From  Hereford 
he  went  at  once  to  Auckland,  where  his  interview  with 
the  bishop  was  rather  discouraging  to  a  man  of  his  sen* 
BÎtive  tempérament.  *'  I  hâve  had  the  honour  of  wait- 
ing  upon  his  lordship,*'  he  writes  to  Dr  Bell,  ^'who  a 
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little  grieved  me  by  asking  me  if  I  intended  to  attend 
to  your  orders.  The  question  seemed  to  be  put  in  a 
doubtful  manner.  His  lordship  also  said  that  he  and 
myself  were  no  longer  together  than  while  I  did  so,  as 
you  had  the  sole  command  and  power  in  this  institua 
tion. 

*'That  grand  practical  rule  laid  do  wn  in  the  catecbîsm, 
and  -which  is  taken  from  no  less  an  authority  than  God 
hîmself,  îs  my  guide  ;  namely,  to  do  my  duty  in  that 
State  of  life  in  which  it  may  please  hîra  to  place  me." 

In  other  respects  Wilmont  was  well  pleased  with  bis 
new  appointment,  and  writes  of  it  as  being  ail  he  could 
wish,  except  as  regarded  the  then  rather  disorderly  state 
of  the  school,  which  had,  for  some  tîme,  had  no  régulai* 
master. 

Notwithstanding  Dr  BelPs  somewhat  passionate  and 
austère  manner  of  conveying  reproof  or  instruction, 
(which  I  am  far  from  wîshing  to  attempt  to  justify,)  he 
rarely  forsook  those  whom  he  had  once  taken  notice  o^ 
nor  was  he  easily  prejudiced  against  them  by  others. 
This  we  shall  see  exemplified  in  the  case  of  Mrs  Rogers, 
the  mistress  of  the  Girls'  Central  school  of  the  National 
Society,  of  whose  quitting  that  situation  we  must  now 
take  notice,  and  for  that  purpose  we  must  return  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Much  diflTerence  of  opinion,  I 
know,  existed,  and  still  exists,  regarding  her  merits  ;  but 
as,  whatever  her  faults  mîght  bave  been,  she  had  un- 
doubtedly  rendered  very  essential  services  to  the  cause 
of  éducation,  it  is  but  just  to  her  memory  to  showthe  high 
opinion  in  which  she  was  held  by  Dr  Bell,  and  some 
others,  "  both  through  good  report  and  evil  report."  It 
had  been,  for  some  time,  suspected  that  she  was  most 
unfortunately  contracting  habits  of  intempérance,  and 
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rnmours  of  this  liaving  reached  Dr  Bell,  he  wrote  thus 
to  Mr  Marriot — 

**  GrediDgtoD,  January  9, 1818.  ^ 
"The  last  siibject  of  your  letter,  which  I  dare 
mention  in  this,  is  a  burden  to  my  mind.  Often 
vould  I  hâve  written  to  your  gude  wife  on  the 
Bubject  of  poor  Mrs  Rogers,  but  was  always  re- 
Btrained  by  my  fear  of  imposing  any  task,  or  suggest^ 
ing  any  office,  which  might  require  of  her  any  exertion 
of  mind  or  body,  to  which  her  state  of  health  might 
not  be  fuUy  equal  ;  but  now  she  has,  of  her  own  accord, 
tdken  in  hand  the  object  of  my  solicitude  and  anxious 
concern,  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  sentiments. 
J  belieye  and  trust  that  the  good  she  may  do  is  incal<* 
culable.  Mrs  Rogers's  whole  heart  and  soûl  are  in 
her  schooh  She  looks  not  beyond  it.  She  has  done 
much  for  the  National  Society,  as  I  well  know.  Ever 
and  anon  I  meet  with  those  who  hâve  been  gained  to 
us  by  her,  and  who  look  up  to  her  with  the  hîghest 
admiration.  That  she  is  exempt  from  faults,  were  to 
say  of  her  what  can  be  said  of  none  of  us  ;  and  her 
fault — ^her  on^^  fault  worth  noticing — is,  I  hope,  cu- 
rable, and  may  be  cured,  if  Mrs  Marriot,  for  whon^ 
«he  entertains  the  hîghest  sentiments  of  respect  and 
vénération,  set  herself  to  the  work.  I  pray  God,  she 
may  succeed.  On  every  point  but  this  one,  which  was 
too  délicate  for  me,  I  hâve  scolded  Mrs  Rogers  most 
unsparingly." 

Great  dissatisfaction  was  soon  afterwards  expressed 
at  the  State  of  the  Girls'  school,  and  Mrs  Rogers  thus 
tendered  her  résignation — 
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''  Central  School,  M«rdi  %  1818. 

^'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  of  the  School  Committee, 

'*  I  trust  you  will  excuse  this  liberty  of  addressing 
you;  but  I  feel  myself  so  much  overcome  with  the 
duties  of  my  situation^  and  so  conscious  of  my  inability^ 
in  my  présent  state  of  health,  duly  to  conduct  the 
whole  of  my  charge — namely,  attending  to  the  visitors^ 
the  mistresses^  and  the  genend  instruction,  and  working 
in  the  school — ^that  I  should  be  thankful  to  be  released  to 
a  situation  to  which  my  strength  is  more  equal^  when 
you  can  find  me  a  successor  of  whom  you  approve. 
Permit  me  to  add^  that  my  anxious  wishes  for  the  pro« 
sperity  of  the  National  Society  will  haye  a  first  place 
in  my  heart  till  the  last  hour  of  my  life,  as  my  grati- 
tude to  my  kind  friend  Dr  Bell^  and  admiration  of  hia 
System,  is  rooted  in  it  for  ever.  I  hope  to  be  excused 
this  liberty,  and  remain  your  mudi  indebted  and  grate- 
fîil  humble  servant, 

^^  Eliza  Rogers." 

This  letter  was  entered  in  the  minutes,  with  the 
accompanying  note— 

^^  Mrs  Rogers  was  called  in  and  informed,  that  the 
committee  beg  to  express  their  strong  feelings  of  the 
eminent  services  which  she  lias  rendered  to  the  Na- 
tional Society,  and  their  regret  to  hear  the  causes  which 
make  her  feel  compelled  to  relinquish  her  situation^ 
which,  they  are  confident,  her  attachment  to  the  Society, 
and  the  children  under  her  charge,  will  prevent  her 
from  abandoning,  till  the  committee  can  find  some 
duly  qualified  successor." 
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In  imtîng  to  inform  Dr  Bell  of  thèse  transactions^ 
Lord  Eenjon  remarks — *'  I  trust  you  wîll,  on  the  whole, 
approve  what  I  hâve  done  respecting  Mrs  Rogers^  whom 
I  certainlyconsider  to  be  extremely  ill  used.  She  is^  how- 
ever^  a  woman  of  principle^  and  will  not  punish  us  for 
it  as  we  deserve.  Mj  great  object  has  been  to  get  her 
good  conduct  recorded^  and  her  roluntary  résignation. 
Davis  thinks  her  by  no  means  principally  in  &ult>  for 
the  irregularities  which  hâve  ezisted  in  the  Central 
school.  When  enquiries  are  made  for  another  mistress^ 
and  when  another  has  been  tried^  there  will  be  a  more 
correct  estimate  established  of  our  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Mrs  Rogers.  She  was  qutte  grateful  to  me  for  allowing 
her  to  send  in  her  résignation.  Who  will  recommend 
a  successor^  it  is  to  be  seen  ;  it  will  be  a  bold  task  in 
any  one  to  do  so.'* 

Within  a  short  time  after  Mrs  Rogers'  résignation^ 
she  was  elected  mistress  of  Dr  Moore's  school  at  St 
Paneras  :  she  remained^  howerer^  at  the  Central  school 
till  the  middle  of  Apnl^  when  she  entered  upon  her  new 
duties.  Hère  she  met  with  much  kindness  from  Dr 
Moore^  and  soon  succeeded  in  bringing  the  school  into 
admirable  order. 

That.Dr  BelPs  opinion  of  her  was  unchanged,  will 
appear  from  the  foUowing  extract  of  a  a  letter  which  he 
wrote  her  afiber  her  change  of  situation  : — 

««  Hereford,  SOth  Jiinê  1818. 

^  My  dear  Mrs  Rogers, 

''  I  congratulate  you  upon  being  in  the  hands  of  Dr 
Moore,  who  knows  how  to  value  your  services  ;  and  I 
rejoice  in  the  good  reports  which  my  Lord  Kenyon 
sends  me  of  your  good  health,  and  of  your  new  school. 
Never  can  I  forget  the  immensity  of  the  obligations 
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whîch  the  National  Society  owes  to  you,  for  your  ear- 
nest,  able,  and  important  services — ^for  anxious,  perse- 
vering,  and  indefatigable  exertions,  beyond  your  healtk 
and  your  strength.  Now,  your  task  wîU  be  easy  and 
familiar^  and  cannot  fail  of  that  complète  success  whicK 
attended  your  early  labours  at  the  Central  school  ;  and 
which  hadthehappiest  efFect  in  giving  popularityand  dif- 
fusion to  the  national  System.  The  church,  the  crown, 
and  the  community  at  large,  hâve  reason  to  keep  in 
remembrance  those  efforts  which  produced  such  benefi-» 
cial  results,  when  most  wanted  and  most  useful."  .... 

The  finding  of  a  successor  to  Mrs  Rogers,  was  no 
easy  matter,  nor  did  they  succeed  in  meeting  with  a 
mistress  duly  qualified  till  towards  the  end  of  May, 
virhen  a  person  of  the  name  of  Stephens  was  elected. 

It  may  hère  be  mentioned,  that  in  September  of  the 
same  year,  the  committee  of  the  St  Paneras  nation- 
al schools  applied  to  Mr  Grever,  (who  was  and  had 
been  one  of  the  most  experienced  training  masters, 
xmder  the  National  Society,)  to  undertake  the  master- 
Bhip  of  the  St  Paneras  national  school,  whiçh  was 
calculated  to  hold  1000  children.  This  situation  he 
ultimately  accepted  ;  and,  on  quitting  the  service  of 
the  National  Society,  receîved  a  présent  of  a  Bible,  with 
a  complimentary  inscription  :  we  also  find  his  name 
mentioned  with  the  hîghest  praise  in  the  8th  report. 

The  progress  of  the  National  Society,  as  has  bcen 
seen,  had  been  of  the  most  satisfactory*  nature  ;  and 
its  influence  had  bcen  every  year  rapidly  extending. 
In  the  spring  of  the  présent  year,  however,  their 
fîmds  became  exhausted,  and  a  meeting  was  held  at  tho 
Freemasons'  tavern,  the  Duke  of  York  being  in  the 
chair,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  to  replen- 
ish  them.     This  meeting  was   most  numcrously   and 
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respectâbly  attended^  and  a  very  libéral  subscription 
was  entered  into,  which  was  soon  afterwards  further 
augmented  by  the  following  donations  : — ^600  from 
the  Prince  Régent,  £600  from  the  Queen,  100  gnineas 
from  the  Duke  of  York,  100  guineas  from  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Homburg,  £50  from  the  Princess 
Aiigusta,  and  £100  from  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Coburg. 
To  thèse,  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
added  £500  each,  being  their  third  donation  ;  so  that 
the  subscriptions  since  the  last  gênerai  meeting  in  May, 
.amounted  to  £6500,  including  £100  retumed  to  their 
fnnds,  after  the  example  of  Wandsworth,  by  the  Win-* 
chester  Diocesan  Society,  ^^  from  a  laudable  désire  that 
.the  grant  made  to  them  in  the  infancy  of  their  institu- 
tion, might  be  made  available  to  the  exigencies  of  other 
places,  now  that  their  resources  were  in  a  sufficiently 
flourishing  state,  to  enable  them  to  replace  the  grant  at 
the  socîety's  disposais 

The  number  of  children  in  regular  attendance  at  the 
Central  school  amounted  to  880,  consisting  of  682 
boys  and  298  girls  ;  and,  addiug  the  présent  numbers 
to  those  of  former  years,  the  whole  number  of  children 
who  had  been  educated  since  the  establishment  of  th^ 
Society  in  1811,  amounted  to  4300. 

Nearly  5000  visitors,  many  of  them  of  the  higlieàt 
rank,  had  also  inspected  the  schools  during  the  past 
year, 

*'  But  perhaps,  after  al),*'  continues  the  report,  ^^  the 
most  extensive  benefit  of  the  Central  school  is  derived 
from  the  diffusion  of  the  System  through  its  training 
masters  and  mistresses.  The  number  of  masters  admit- 
ted  in  thcr  last  year,  and  retained  by  the  society,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  sent  to  such  schools  as  may  apply,  is 
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forty^two—- of  mistresses^  admitted  for  a  simîlar  pur-» 
pose^  twenty-two.  The  schools  supplied  with  perma-- 
nent  masters  and  mistresses  are  forty-one.  Those  sup* 
plied  with  temporary  masters  and  mistresses^  thirty-five. 
Also  ûf  the  hoys  and  girls  who  hâve  been  sent  out  for 
the  purpo«e  of  arranging  schools^  thirty--fiye.  The  num«> 
ber  of  masters  sent  from  the  country  for  the  purpose 
of  being  trained  in  the  System^  seyenty-four.  That  of 
mistresses,  twenty^siz«  Thus  the  total  number  of 
Bcdiools  which  hâve  been  directly  assisted  with  instruc- 

tors  from  the  Central  school^  amounts  to  211 

Several  instances  hâve  also  oecurred,  within  the  past 
year^  in  which  conductors  of  schools^  for  the  higher 
departments  of  éducation,  hare  requested  permission 
for  themselves,  or  their  assistants^  to  attend  it  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  perfect  instruction  in  the  System. 
Thèse  requests  hâve  been  uniformly  complied  with,  and 
the  warmest  thanks  hâve  been  exprossed  by  those  to 
whom  the  indulgence  was  granted,  on  their  leaving  the 
school/* 

It  also  appears  that  diuring  the  past  year  230  new 
schools  had  been  received  into  union  with  the  society, 
making  a  total  of  1239  schools  in  union  with  the  society, 
which  were  calculated  to  contain  about  180,000  chil- 
dren.  Many  other  schools  also  had  adopted  the  national 
System  of  éducation,  which,  from  various  causes,  were 
not  actually  in  union  with  it,  and  the  numbers  in  them 
were  computed  at  dO,000;  making  a  total  of  above 
230,000  children  under  a  course  of  elementary  instruc- 
tion in  schools,  eitlier  directly  united  with  the  National 
Society,  or  formed  essentially  on  its  plan.  Through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  society,  national  sehools  had 
been  established,  as.  has  been  previously  mentioned,  at 
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Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  at  Honduras  :  and  one 
was  now  about  to  be  established  at  NeMr  Brunswick. 
We  bave  seen  tbat  the  national  System  faad  spread  into 
France^  Russia^  and  Switzerland^  and  now  Sweden  waa 
to  be  added  to  thèse.  A  oommittee  was  also  about  to 
be  formed  at  Nice^  in  tbe  King  of  Sardinia^s  dominions^ 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  school,  and  application 
had  been  made  firom  thence  for  sonne  sets  of  elementary 
books^  which  had  aeeordingly  been  sent  <out. 

Thua  was  éducation  spreading,  and  striking  its  roots 
iar  and  wide.  The  good  seed  might  and  did^  it  is  true^ 
sometimes  fall  on  stony  ground,  but  in  most  cases  it 
wasotherwise:  indeed  it  was  alreadybearing  fruit,  '^some 
thirtyfold,  some  sixtyfoM,  and  some  an  hundredfold." 

During  Dr  Bell's  stay  at  Hereford^  he  had  deroted 
much  of  bis  time  to  the  national  schools,  and  also  to 
the  grammar  school  there»  the  latter  of  whioh,  through 
the  cordial  assistance  of  the  master,  the  Rey.  H,  Taylor, 
was  becoming  a  fair  specim^i  of  the  Madras  System* 
Some  correspondence  was  also,  at  this  time,  passing 
between  the  doctor  and  bis  friends  respecting  the 
adaptation  of  bis  System  to  sehools  for  the  higher 
classes  :  among  others  we  find  a  Latin  letter  from  Père 
Girard,  a  translation  of  which  I  subjoin. 

*«Fribui|^,  Swit26rlAad,  Fob.  4, 1818. 

^^  Most  excellent  Preeeptor  of  Youth, 

'^  I  cannot  su6Sciently  express  how  highly  I  was 
gratified  by  the  information  of  Baron  Strandman,  tbat 
you,  in  the  midst  of  so  greaC  fortune,  and  at  so  great  a 
distance,  are  mindful  of  m».  Indeed,  your  universal 
love  to  youth  allows  you  to  think  meanly  of  no.  one^ 
who  hath  taken  upon  himself  any  part  of  the  immense 
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labour  ôf  thelr  instruction»  Some  time  ago,  when  I 
liad  not  seen  you,  I  waa  closely  followîng  your  steps  ; 
but  now  I  pursue  them  more  ardently  and  more  heartily, 
eince  I  hâve  had  the  opportunîty,  beyond  ail  expec- 
tation,  of  being  personally  acquainted  and  conver- 
sant vrith  my  leader.  Never  wOl  the  memory  of  so 
great  a  man  be  obliterated  ;  and,  what  is  of  more  îm- 
p  ortance,  never  will  his  work,  never  his  merit,  perish. 

"  I  hâve  indeed  carried  your  plan  beyond  the  limita 
of  a  common  school  ;  because  I  hâve  under  my  charge 
scholars  even  of  the  first  rank,  whose  éducation,  there- 
fore,  ought  to  be  more  extended  and  complète.  Tho 
princîple,  however,  is  the  same,  the  method  the  same  J 
which  happily  embraces  every  branch  of  instruction, 
and  is  adapted  to  the  communication  of  every  subject  : 
therefore,  I  foUow  my  preceptor,  Bell,  even  in  those 
things  whîch  he  himself  has  not  touched  upon,*  being 
indebted  to  him  in  ail  my  doings  for  the  improved  me- 
thod of  instruction  in  gênerai;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
I  admit  some  variations  in  the  particular  détails,  Thîs 
indeed  the  branches  which  I  teach,  the  place,  and  va- 
rions circumstances,  required.  In  every  department, 
however,  is  adopted,  in  îts  fuU  extent,  mutual  insiruc^ 
tion,  which  is  the  grand  principlo  you  hâve  well  taught 
in  a  book,  which  the  French  hâve  translated  into  their 
own  tongue,  although  in  a  mutilated  state. 

'^  We  hâve  already  reached  that  point,  that  from  the 
countenance  and  support  which  I  hâve  received  from 
the  Government  of  our  Republic,  and  from  the  Right 
Révérend  the  Bishop,  this  most  excellent  System  is 
spreading  through  ail  the  schools  of  the  Canton  of  Fri- 
burg.    In  various  places  institutions  are  rising  up,  after 

*  Hq  had  not  read  the  Luthu  LiUrarnu. 
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the  example  oî  which  others  by  degrees  will  be  formed; 
not  to  mention,  that  the  example  set  by  the  school  of 
Friburg,  bas  already  been  foUowed  by  the  neîghbouring 
cantons,  Neufchatel  and  Berne  ;  and  will,  if  I  am  not 
deceived,  be  followed  by  tbose  of  Soleure  and  Lucerne« 

"  I  request  my  most  excellent  preceptor,  that  he  will 
condescend  to  signify  to  the  National  Society,  at  a  con-* 
venient  season,  my  sentiments  of  vénération  and  gratis 
tude. 

"  Your  most  devoted,  and  most  obedient  servant  and 
friend, 

'*  Gregory  Girard, 

'*  Prefect  of  the  School  of  Friburg.** 

Thîs  letter  was  transmitted  to  Dr  Bell  by  Baron 
Strandman,  who  also  wrote  to  him  as  foUows  > — 

''  Hofwyl»  near  Berne,  Feb.  10,  1818. 

"  Révérend  Doctor, 

"  Allow  me  to  express  to  you  once  more  my  sin- 
cère thanks  for  the  flattering  proofs  of  your  kind  interest 
towards  me,  and  the  four  young  Russians  placed  under 
my  care,  during  our  stay  in  Kngland,  ....  and  the 
hospitable  réception  we  met  with  last  autumn  at  Dur- 
ham,  where  we  had  the  honour  to  be  introduced  to  His 
Grâce  the  Bishop,  and  to  expérience  how  much  this 
eminent  prelate  pays  attention  to  your  recommenda- 
tions*  I  hâve  derived,  révérend  sir,  much  benefit  from 
the  varions  letters  of  recommendation  you  favoured  me 
with,  at  the  moment  of  my  departure  from  your  hospi- 
table  house  at  Durham.  Your  worthy  consul-general 
at  Paris,  Mr  Morier,  to  whom  I  delivered  your  letter, 
as  well  as  to  the  Abbé  Gaultier,  rçceived  me  most 
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kindly  at  his  house^  and  extended  his  friendship  as  far 
as  to  give  me  a  Une  to  Mr  Stratford  Canning^  your 
minister-plenîpotentiary  in  Swîtzerland^  which  haa 
proved  extremely  favourable.  At  Lausanne^  I  had  the 
honour  of  spending  a  whole  day  with  this  amiable  young 
ptatesman,  who  occupies  a  villa  delightfully  situated  on 
the  borders  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  opposite  the  Roes 
of  Mellory,  which  were  ao  beautifuUy  admired  by  J.  J. 
Rousseau.  In  transmittîng  to  you  hère  enclosed  a  letter 
from  Père  Girard  at  Friburg,  I  think  it  a  duty  to  pay  my 
tribute  of  admiration  to  this  eminent  man^  whose  genius 
bas  been  most  successfuUy  employed  to  give  a  new 
estent  and  splendeur  to  your  admirable  discovery, 
-which  no  man  values  more  than  this  your  most  excel- 
lent and  devoted  friend.  His  school  consista  of  twen- 
ty-seven  divisions  or  classes^  which  excite  the  admira- 
tion of  ail  those  who  ever  saw  it.  The  new  method 
bas  already  made  some  progress  at  Geneva^  and  is 
rapidly  spreading  over  the  various  cantons  of  Switzer- 
land.  In  requesting  you  most  earnestly  to  reçoive  hère 
the  sincère  expression  of  my  continued  gratitude  and 
friendship^  I  bave  the  honour  to  be^  Révérend  Doctor^ 
your  most  humble  and  obliged  servant^ 

*'  Babon  de  Stbakdman." 

Meantime  Lord  Kenyon^  and  Sir  Thomas  Plumer, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  had  had  some  communication 
concerning  the  establishment  of  a  classical  school,  on 
the  Madras  System  ;  and  a  désire  was  entertained  that 
Mr  Johnson  sbould  beeome  master  of  it,  to  which  he 
seems  not  to  bave  been  disinclined  ;  but,  from  some 
cause  or  other,  the  project  was  ultimately  given  up. 

This^  however,  was  not  the  only  movement  at  this  time 
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towards  the  adoption  of  the  System  in  échools  for  the 
higher  classes^  an  application  on  the  same  subject 
having  been  made  to  Dr  Bell  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Sutton  of  Sheffield^  who  was  one  of  the  trustées  of  the 
grammar  school  in  that  town.  The  master  of  this 
institution  had  recently  died,  and  Mr  Sutton  being 
very  désirons  of  having  it  put  upon  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem, wrote  both  to  Dr  Bell  and  to  Dr  Russell  of  the 
Charter  House,  as  well  as  others,  requesting  their 
opinions  as  to  the  superiority  of  this  mode  of  instruc- 
tion.    Dr  Russell's  reply  comes  first  in  point  of  date. 

"  It  is  now  about  five  years  since  the  Madras  System 
was  first  introduced  into  the  Charter  House  school. 
The  difiBculties  which  we  encountered  at  first  hâve 
gradually  decreased,  and  I  hâve  no  hésitation  in  de- 
daring,  after  the  expérience  of  five  years,  that  the 
System  is  as  well  adapted  for  the  communication  of 
dassical  instruction,  as  it  is  for  the  éducation  of  the 
poor  in  the  first  éléments  ;  and  I  think  I  observe  that 
the  interest  and  attention  of  the  scholars  increases  in 
proportion  to  their  advancement  in  leamîng. 

^*  If  you  can  procure  a  master  who  understands  the 
System  thoroughly,  as  it  is  practised  in  any  of  the  Na- 
tional schools,  I  diink  he  would  hâve  littlè  difificulty,  if 
he  steadily  apphed  those  principles,  in  the  teaching  of 
Latin  and  Greek  according  to  our  grammar. 

^  But  should  the  gentleman  you  appoint  be  anxious 
to  know  exactly  the  manner  in  which  we  are  proceed- 
îng,  I  shall  be  happy  to  render  any  service  in  my 
power." 

This  testimony  is  important,  as  showing  the  resuit 
of  considérable  expérience,  and  coming  firom  one  so 
little  likely  to  exaggerate  the  good  effects  of  what  was 

VOL.  m.  L 
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certainly  at  first  looked  upon  as  a  somewhat  startling 
innovation  on  the  established  routine  of  an  ancient 
institution.  Dr  Bell  writes,  as  may  be  expected,  more 
enthusiastically. 

•*  Hereford,  AprU  15,  1818. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  letter  has  just  reached  me  hère,  involved, 
if  that  be  possible,  more  than  ever  in  the  province 
wkich  has  long  been  mine,  and  in  a  new  occupation, 
and  having  no  leisure  to  write  to  you  ftdly  or  distinctly 
as  I  wish  to  do  : — I  am  engaged  witli  the  Boys'  and 
Girls'  National  schools,  and  with  the  grammar  endowed 
school,  of  which  I  am,  ex  officiOy  a  visiter.  This  school 
is  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  has  many  valuable  exhibi- 
tions to  the  universities 

"  New  to  your  letter. 

'^  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  is  published  in  my 
Ludus  LiterariiLSy  except  that  trial  and  expérience 
more  and  more  verify,  daily,  ail  my  positions,  illustrar- 
tiens,  and  démonstrations.  Some  of  thèse  are,  as 
far  as  I  can  hastily  sum  them  up,  in  substance,  as 
foUows  : — 

'*  That  the  new,  as  it  were,  organ  of  the  human 
mind  gives  to  the  intellectual  opérations  of  scholastic 
instruction  and  discipline,  the  same  facilities,  expédi- 
tion, and  perfection,  which  material  machinery  gives  to 
our  manufactures,  arts,  and  sciences.  Compare  thèse 
in  their  présent  state  of  improvement  and  advance- 
ment,  in  theory  and  practice,  at  SheflSeld,  with  their 
state  three  centuries  ago,  and  you  will  hâve  but  a  faint 
idea  of  the  unscientific  course  of  study,  and  absurd 
methods  of  instruction,  as  well  as  of  the  barbarous  and 
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slayish  pnnishments^  handed  down  from  âges  when  the 
lîght  of  science  had  scarcely  dawned^  and  when  the 
mild  and  free  govemment  of  a  paternal  sovereign, 
under  equal  laws^  had  not  jet  succeeded  to  the  despotic 
sway  of  an  arbitrary  monarch — ^you  will  hâve  but  a 
Êdnt  idea  of  the  différence  between  the  old  school^ 
upheld  by  custom^  préjudice,  the  habits  of  early  édu- 
cation, by  ancient  establishments  and  usages,  and  by 
antiquated  institutions,  and  the  new  school  ;  for  in  it 
every  master  or  mistress  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  parent, 
fnend,  and  companion  of  the  pupils.  So  much  in  gê- 
nerai ;  but  you  may  wish  that  I  should  be  more  parti- 
calar« 

^  Ist — ^Then  the  intellectual,  and  moral,  and  scientific 
machinery  of  the  new  school  facilitâtes,  ezpedites,  and 
advances  the  progress  of  the  scholars,  in  more  than  a 
duplicate  or  a  triplicate  ratio. 

**  2d.  It  most  effectually  supersedes  the  degrading, 
despotic,  and  slavish  punishments  of  the  old  school, 
and  snbstitutes  an  empire  of  mind — a  rational  goyern- 
ment,  a  discipline  of  prévention,  as  much  more  effec- 
tuai as  it  is  more  gentle  and  consonant  to  the  nature 
of  children,  in  superinducing  habits  of  method,  order, 
obédience,  industry,  activity,  and  exertion. 

"  3d.  It  présents  motives  of  study  far  more  power- 
ful  and  efficacious,  than  those  of  bodily  fear  and  terrer. 
It  rouses  and  puts  in  motion  the  principles,  affections, 
and  passions,  which  God  has  impressed  on  the  mind, 
and  implanted  in  the  heart,  and  directs  them  to  the 
wise  and  good  purposes  for  which  they  were  bestowed 
— ^for  our  improvement  and  advancement  in  usefiil 
knowledge,  sound  Icarning,  morality,  and  religion.  .  . 
•     .     .     Of  the  Charter  House  I  should  hâve  written 
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mnch  ;  bnt^  as  you  haye  written  to  Dr  RnsscU^  I  leare 
bim  to  tell  his  taie.  He  will  do  it  with  a  réserve  and 
XDodesty^  ^as  he  always  does,}  far  short  of  the  trath. 
There  are  a  great  manj  other  schools»  in  aU  parts  of 
the  unîted  kingdom^  whîch  more  or  less  yield  the  fruits 
that  I  hâve  described,  according  to  the  ability  and  zeal 
of  the  master. 

"  If  you  mîss  your  présent  opportunity,  thousands 
will  get  the  start  of  you  ;  if  you  embrace  it^  and  obtain 
a  compétent  and  willing  master^  you  may  obtain  a  fore- 
most  rank  in  the  scholastic  career.'^ 

A  young  man  of  the  name  of  White,  was  accord- 
ingly  engaged  as  master  for  this  school,  and  went 
to  the  Central  school  for  instruction  in  the  Madras 
System  ;  but  there  is  no  information  of  conséquence 
among  Dr  Bell's  papers  as  to  the  resuit. 

Dr  Bell's  tenu  of  résidence  at  Hereford  having  expired 
in  July,he  now  tumed  his  steps  northward,  taking  Gred- 
ington  in  his  route,  where  Mr  Johnson  was  to  bave 
met  him,  but  was  prevented  by  illness.  From  hence 
he  proceeded  to  Liverpool,  where  he  visited  the  Blue- 
coat  Hospital,  (of  which  Mr  Bamford  had  been  for 
some  time  appointed  master^)  and  other  schools  ;  and 
then  went  on  a  visit  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham  at  Auck- 
land,  where  he  paid  great  attention  to  Wilmont's  pro- 
ceedings  at  the  Barrington  school,  for  which  he  now 
drcw  up  a  set  of  new  régulations,  which  were  approved 
by  the  bishop,  and  immediately  adopted. 

He  was  also,  at  this  time,  busily  engaged  in  draw- 
ing  up  a  sort  of  mémorial  for  présentation  to  Lord 
Liverpool,  having  been  urged  to  do  so  by  Lord  Kenyon, 
who  considered  it  as  very  désirable  that  the  subject 
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of  national  éducation^  on  the  prînciple  of  mutual  in- 
struction, should  be  prominently  brought  before  the 
minister. 

Tbis  letter  cost  the  doctor  much  time  and  trouble. 
It  must,  however,  be  confessed  that  no  man  ever 
laboured  more  at  bis  compositions  tban  be  did  ;  and,  as 
migbt  be  expected,  tbere  was,  in  many  of  bis  productions 
a  want  of  ease  and  fluency.  His  best  letters  are  cer« 
tainly  tbose  which  were  written  currente  calamo.  The 
paper  in  question  extended  to  fourteen  closely  written 
pages,  and  contained  a  long  account  of  the  origin, 
rise,  and  progress  of  the  new  System  of  éducation,  to- 
gether  with  a  séries  of  arguments  in  faveur  of  it.  The 
doctor's  great  object,  however,  seems  to  bave  been  to 
urge  upon  Lord  Liverpool  the  expediency  of  bringing 
some  measure  before  Parliament  on  the  subject  of 
national  éducation  ;  and  on  this  point  be  thus  speaks 
towards  the  conclusion  of  his  letter  : — 

^'  I  bave  now,  my  lord,  not  by  reasoning,  which  may 
be  fallacious  and  is  not  always  conclusive,  but  by  a 
détail  of  facts  which  stand  on  record  and  cannot  be 
controverted,  establisbed  my  claim  to  the  early  sug- 
gestion of  those  measures  to  which  the  discovery  I 
bave  hit  upon  directly  led,  and  which  the  circumstances 
of  the  times  loudly  demanded.  At  the  same  time  that 
I  recommended  them  to  govemment,  I  put  into  their 
hands  a  new  power  for  carrying  them  into  effect,  which, 
if  adopted  in  time,  would  bave  averted  some  of  the 
alarms  and  dangers  which  foUowed,  and  threatened  the 
constitution,  and  from  which  it  will  require  wisdom 
and  energy  on  our  part  to  rescue  it. 

''  I  come  to  the  appHcation  of  ail  this — to  the  inte- 
resting  question  now  at  issue  in  regard  to  the  funds 
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for  charitable  éducation,  and  the  right  application  of 
them  to  the  instruction  of  the  people,  and  would  again 
press  on  the  govemment  the  anticipation  of  those  mea- 
8ures^  which,  if  again  omitted  by  them,  will  be  taken 
up  in  other  quarters,  over  which  they  will  bave  less 
controb     •     •     •     • 

"  I  am  well  aware  of  the  strong  objections  to  any 
interférence  with  the  will  of  the  founders  of  endowed 
charitîes,  and  with  the  destination  of  the  revenues. 
My  propositions,  thereforei,  hare  been  to  préserve  tjiem 
inviolate,  and,  at  the  same  time,  more  eflTectually  to 
secure  and  extensively  diffuse  the  blessings  of  a  Chris* 
tian  éducation,  which  the  pious  founders  had  in  view. 

*'  Now,  it  is  évident  that,  as  the  bill  for  enquîry 
into  the  existence,  amount,  and  distribution  of  the  cha- 
ritable endowments  for  éducation  was  passed,  so  will 
further  measures  for  rendering  them  more  efficient  and 
productive  be  abo  carried,  in  one  shape  or  other.  If 
my  suggestions  had  been  followed  in  time,  there  would, 
I  am  persuaded,  bave  been  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  resuit  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  Church 
and  the  State;  and  now  much  will  dépend  on  the 
propositions  which  are  brought  forward,  and  on  the 
quarter  from  which  they  proceed.  Thèse  propositions 
will  naturally  rise  out  of  the  new  System — ^itself  a  pré- 
sent of  no  small  value  to  the  nation,  even  in  its  lowest 
point  of  view,  that  of  economy.  It  îs  fair  to  présume, 
that  if  those  who  had  formerly  endowed  parochial  and 
charity  schools  for  the  éducation  of  20,  or  40,  or  100 
scholars,  had  known  that  their  endovnnents  would  bave 
educated  200,  400,  or  600,  or  1000,  with  better  effect, 
that  they  would  not  bave  restricted  their  charity  to 
any  less  number.     Hère,  then,  is  one  fruitftil  product 
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of  the  new  System^  rendering  the  funds  and  scholar- 
ships  more  efficient^  and  extending  the  blessings  of  a 
good  éducation — hj  preserving  the  original  endowments 
and  scholarships  in  snch  cases  inviolate^  and  grafting 
on  them  additional  scholars^  (of  which  the  expense  by 
the  new  System  is  rendered  quite  înconsiderable,)  to 
the  mutual  benefit  of  the  old  and  new  ones. 

^^  The  next  method  for  obtaining  the  same  end,  is  by 
the  consoUdation  of  the  parochial  schools  and  endowed 
charities,  and  their  funds,  in  places  where  several  exist, 
and  one  or  two  of  them  is  sufficient  for  the  population — 
by  which  the  whole  under  the  Madras  System,  may 
often  be  educated  with  better  effect,  and  at  less  ex- 
pense, than  a  part  was  before 

^^  It  does  not  belong  to  me,  occupied  as  I  perpe- 
tually  am,  to  go  into  enquiries  as  to  particular  en- 
dowments, establishments,  and  funds;  nor  is  there 
occasion.  The  facts  I  hâve  stated,  and  on  which  I 
bave  founded  my  propositions,  are  notorious.  It  was 
my  province  to  shsw,  as  I  bave  done,  that  my  projects 
of  reform  are  not  wild  and  visionary,  but  practical  and 

easy  of  exécution It  is  for  govemment 

to  make  the  practical  application  most  conducive  to 
the  stability,  support,  and  prosperity  of  the  Ghurch 
and  State." 

From  Auckland  Castle  the  doctor  went  to  Dur- 
ham,  where  he  took  up  bis  quarters  at  Dr  Gray*s  in 
the  collège,  the  &mily  being  then  absent.  From  hence, 
finding  himself  somewhat  out  of  health,  he  proceeded 
to  Harrowgate,  where  he  had  previously  received  much 
benefit  from  the  waters.  During  bis  stay  there  he 
received  the  foUowing  answer  from  Lord  Lîverpool  : — 
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"  Fife  Hotise,  September  18, 1818. 

''Sir, 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letters  of 
the  20th  of  August  and  of  the  9th  of  September,  with 
their  enclosures.  I  hâve  read  them  with  the  attention 
whîch  they  deserved  ;  and  they  certainly  afford  addi- 
tional  proof,  if  any  were  wanting,  of  the  advantages  of 
the  new  System  of  éducation. 

"  The  new  light  which  has  recently  arisen  upon  thîs 
subject,  appears  to  me  to  be — the  practicability  of  ex- 
tending  this  System  to  the  hîgher  branches  of  éduca- 
tion, as  well  as  to  the  first  éléments  of  reading^  writing, 
and  arithmetic. 

"  Of  the  success  of  this,  there  were,  at  first,  many 
doubts  ;  but  the  proof  is  now  incontrovertible,  not  only 
from  the  documents  which  you  hâve  sent  me,  but  from 
what  is  in  actual  practice  under  our  eyes  at  the  Charter 
House. 

'*  I  see  no  reason  why  this  System  may  not  be  fiir- 
ther  extended  to  many  branches  of  manufacture. 

**  With  respect  to  the  whole  question  being  taken 
up  by  Parliament,  and  adopted  as  a  national  measure^ 
there  are  many  difficulties  attending  upon  it. 

'*  I  bave  had  several  conversations  with  some  of  the 
heads  of  the  Church  upon  the  subject,  and  they  are 
aware  of  what  thèse  difficulties  are.  At  the  same  time, 
if  it  shall  ultimately  be  thought  expédient  to  endea^ 
vour  to  surmount  them,  I  shall  be  far  from  regretting 
that  the  System  bas  been  left,  for  a  certain  time,  to  work 
its  own  way  ;  and  that  if  it  is  taken  up  by  the  législa- 
ture, it  is  taken  up — not  as  a  theory,  the  eflTects  of  which 
might  be  disputed,  but  as  a  practical  plan,  which  ex- 
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perience  has  proved  to  answer  ail  the  piirposes  for 
which  it  was  intended. 

"  I  retum  you  ail  the  papers,  according  to  your  de- 
sire. 

"  I  am  wîth  great  truth,  sir,  your  very  faithful, 
humble  servant, 

'^  LiVERPOOL." 

Dr  Bell  was  highly  delighted  with  this  letter,  and 
immediately  dispatched  a  copy  to  Lord  Kenyon,  ask- 
ing  his  lordship  whether  he  would  recommend  him  to 
Write  agaîn  briefly  to  Lord  Liverpool,  and  return  him 
the  papers  in  question.  This  course  his  lordship  in 
reply  advised  him  to  take  ;  but  as  he  was  again  on  the 
move,  some  little  time  elapsed  before  he  had  leisure  to 
résume  his  peu. 

He  had,  while  at  Harrowgate,  receîved  a  most  press- 
ing  invitation  from  his  friend  Mrs  Watts  Russell,  to 
visit  her  at  Ilam  Hall,  Derbyshire,  which,  however, 
much  to  his  regret,  he  was  imable  to  do,  as  he  was 
obliged  to  be  at  Hereford  by  the  Ist  of  October,  to 
commence  another  two  months*  résidence.  From 
hence  he  addressed  his  second  letter  to  Lord  Liver- 
pool, especially  advocating  the  gênerai  adoption  of  the 
Madras  system  in  classical  schools,  and  again  urging 
the  expediency  of  some  législative  enactment  on  the 
subject  of  national  éducation.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear  that  any  reply  was  received. 

He  was  also,  during  his  présent  résidence  at  Here- 
ford, very  busily  engaged  with  the  Grammar  and  Na- 
tional schools,  for  the  latter  of  which  he  preached  a 
charity  sermon  at  St  Peter's  church.    In  this  discourse 
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he  entered  into  a  long  and  detailed  history  of  the  pro- 
gress  of  the  System  in  thîs  and  other  countries^  and  if 
his  amanu^isis^  who  was  kept  up  night  and  daj  copy- 
îng  and  re-copyîng  it,  had  not  earnestly  entreated  him 
to  the  contrary,  he  would  hâve  extended  it  to  a  much 
greater  length.  As  it  was^  the  patience  of  the  con- 
grégation was  somewhat  tried^  and  after  ahout  an  hoor 
had  elapsed^  on  the  doctor's  making  a  pause  and 
Mdping  his  spectacles^  many  of  the  congrégation  rose 
up^  thinking  he  must  hâve  concluded^  when^  suddenly 
recoUecting  himself,  he  exclaimed  "God  bless  me!*' 
and^  instantly  re-commencing,  went  on  for  half  an  hour 
longer. 

Early  in  October  Dr  Bell  was  applied  to  by  the 
Rev.  S.  Clapham,  rector  of  Gnssage  St  Michael^  vicar 
of  Christchurch  and  Great  Ousebome,  for  permission 
to  dedicate  a  new  work  to  him  which  he  was  about  to 
publish.  It  was  to  be  entitled  "  The  Pentateuch^  or 
the  five  books  of  Moses  illustrated,  being  an  expli- 
cation of  the  phraseology  incorporated  with  the  text, 
for  the  use  of  schools  and  families."  In  the  let- 
ter  which  contained  this  request^  Mr  Glapham  stated 
that  he  had  sent  part  of  the  MSS.  to  the  Bishops  of 
Lincoln^  Bristol,  and  Chester,  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived  their  approval  of  it  ;  and  that,  should  the  doc- 
tor's opinion  coincide  with  theirs,  he  trusted  he  would 
allow  him  to  prefix  his  name  to  it. 

Gourteous  and  complimentary  as  this  letter  was,  in 
every  respect,  from  some  cause  or  other  Dr  Bell  was  not 
pleased  ;  and  he  consequently  did  not  reply  either  to 
it,  or  to  a  second  letter  which  was  sent  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  first  had  not  reached  ils  destination. 
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Nor  would  he  take  any  notice  of  the  book  itself  when 
a  copy  was  sent  to  him  with  a  very  flattering  dedica- 
tion. 

The  Bishop  of  Durham  having  now  entered  upon 
the  fiftieth  year  from  his  consécration^  ît  was  pro- 
posed  to  erect  a  school  at  Newcastle^  from  the  sub- 
scriptions  of  the  clergy  of  his  diocess^  capable  of  con- 
taining  400  children,  who  were  to  be  educated  on  the 
Madras  System.  The  building  was  to  be  called  '^the 
clergy  jubilee  school/' 

For  this  purpose  a  printed  copy  of  an  address  to  the 
clergy  of  the  diocess  of  Durham  was  laid  before  the 
Michaelmas  chapter  by  one  of  the  members.  Part  of  the 
address  was  as  foUows  : — 

^'  It  is;  perhaps^  not  generally  known  that  the  Bishop 
of  Durham  has  entered  into  the  50th  year  from  his 
consécration.  So  rare  an  occurrence  as  a  jubilee  would, 
in  any  instance^  be  likely  to  call  forth  some  mark  of 
respectfiil  observance  from  the  body  over  which  he 
présides  ;  but  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  feelings  of 
the  clergy  of  this  diocess  to  entertain  a  doubt  that  they 
will  find  in  the  eminent  virtues  of  their  présent  bishop 
a  most  powerfrd  and  peculiar  daim  to  th^  gratefrd 
commémoration 

''  On  the  gênerai  usefulness  of  such  an  institution  ît 
cannot  be  necessary  to  enlarge  ;  but  its  pecuhar  fitness^ 
in  this  instance,  may  be  more  apparent  when  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that,  in  the  most  populous  and  most  important 
town  of  the  diocess,  there  is,  as  yet,  no  establishment 
on  an  adéquate  scale,  for  educating  the  children  of  the 
poor  in  the  principles  of  the  national  church. 

'*  To  accomplish  so  good  a  work,  and  to  render  ît  a 
lasting  mémorial  of  attachment  to  our  révérend  diocesan, 
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would  be  an  object  at  once  worthy  of  an  united  effort  of 
the  clergy,  and  also  peculiarly  approprîate  to  the  honour 
of  a  prelate,  one  of  whose  hîgh  distinctions  it  bas  been 
to  afford  the  earliest^  most  ample^  and  most  effective 
patronage  to  the  new  System  of  éducation. 

"As  it  is  intended  to  confine  the  subscription  to  the 
clergy,  no  list  will  appear  in  the  public  newspapers,  but 
the  archdeacons  will  reçoive  from  the  clergy,  in  theîr 
respective  jurisdictions,  whatever  sum  each  individual 
may  think  fit  to  give.  The  names  of  the  subscribers 
will  be  entered  on  a  tablet  and  suspended  in  the  school- 
room,  but  without  specifying  the  sum  subscribed  by 
each.  AU  may  thus  contribute  to  an  object  interesting 
to  ail,  and  while  the  smallest  donation  of  the  least  opu- 
lent of  our  brethren  will  dérive  a  high  value  from  par- 
taking  of  the  gênerai  sentiment — among  those  who  may 
be  enabled  and  inclined  to  contribute  more  largely, 
every  thing  like  invidious  comparison  will  be  excluded. 

"  When  the  subscription  is  completed,  it  is  proposed 
that  a  committee  consisting  of  the  two  archdeacons, 
the  chancellor  of  the  diocess,  the  vicar  of  Newcastle, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell,  shall  décide  on  the  plan  and  exé- 
cution of  the  building.  It  is  also  proposed  that  the 
property  of  the  building  shall  be  holden  in  trust  by  the 
archdeacons,  and  the  vicar  of  Newcastle  for  the  time 
being.'* 

On  Dr  Bell's  subscription  being  solicited,he  requested 
to  know  what  the  principal  sums  subscribed  were,  and 
on  being  informed  that  several  of  the  richer  clergy 
had  subscribed  £100  and  upwards,  he  desired  his  name 
put  down  for  £100  also. 

To  return,  however,  to  Hereford  : — ^The  doctor  had 
now  acquired  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances  there. 
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and  had  made  Bome  repaîrs  and  altérations  in  his  resi- 
dentiary  house^  as  wcU  as  purchased  fiimiture^  Sec, 
though  still  anticipating  a  removal. 

Hère  we  must  again  notice  the  great  kindness  and 
hospitality  he  continued  to  receive  from  the  dean  and 
his  famîly,  at  whose  dinner-table  he  was  a  constant 
guest;  Bo  much  so  indeed,  that  for  some  time^  his 
lodgings  being  adjacent,  this  meal  was  almost  as  rcgu- 
burly  announced  to  him  as  to  thernselves. 

His  term  of  résidence  (two  months)  having  expired, 
he  left  Hereford  in  the  beginning  of  December  for  Ilam 
HaU,  being  now  enabled  to  accept  the  invitation  which 
which  he  had  previously  received  from  Mr  and  Mrs 
Watts  Russell  ;  and  from  thence^  after  remaining  about 
a  fortnight,  he  proceeded  to  Gredington,  where  Mr 
Johnson  was  also  présent  at  the  same  time. 

Dr  Bell  having  commenced  a  new  work  during  his 
stay  at  Bath  in  1813,  to  be  entitled  ''  The  Wrongs  of 
Children,'*  he  now  determined  on  going  to  the  press 
with  it  as  soon  as  might  be.  He  accordingly  wrote 
thus  to  Mr  Murray  concerning  it. 

**  GredingtoD,  Docember  21,  1818. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

It  is  my  purpose,  to  publish  periodically,  a  séries 
of  essays,  the  subject  and  object  of  which  will  be  seen 
in  the  first  number  which  I  send  as  a  spécimen.  I 
can  engage  to  furnish  an  essay  (a  number)  once  a 
month,  or  oftener  if  occasion  should  arise  to  render  it 
expédient.  My  reason  for  adopting  the  popular  form 
of  essays,  you  will  readily  perçoive.  I  hâve  much  to 
unfold,  and  I  would  make  a  trial — if  parents,  (at  last,  )  who 
cannot  be  brought  to  perusc  a  didactic  work,  may  bo 
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induced  to  read  a  short  essay  on  subjects  deeplj  inter- 
esting  to  them^  and  intended  to  rouse  them  to  a  sensé 
of  the  debt  due  to  their  own  o£&pring. 

^^  If  the  publication  can  be  thrown  into  circulation^ 
I  despair  not  of  effecting,  in  the  end^  a  complète  reno- 
vation»  in  the  common  nurture  and  institution  of  the 
higher  as  well  as  lower  orders  of  the  communit y. 

*^  Be  so  good  as  to  faveur  me  with  jour  opinion, 
counsel,  and  direction.  No  time  should  be  lost.  My 
wish  is  to  begin  Mdth  the  first  day  of  the  new  year.  If 
you  will  undertake  the  publication,  you  may  commit 
immediately  to  the  press  this  expérimental  essay.  The 
paper^  the  type^  the  size,  and  the  form,  may  be  as  you 
see  fit.  I  should  prefer  the  same  size  with  my  *  Élé- 
ments of  Tuition.'  At  ail  events^  be  so  good  as  to 
Write  to  me  soon.*' 

No  answer  appears  to  this  letter,  and  the  doctor 
having  left  Gredington  for  the  lakes,  and  taken  lodg- 
ings  at  Keswick^  after  spending  some  days  at  Mr 
Wordsworth's,  wrote  again  to  Murray,  enclosing  an- 
other  essay,  which  he  wished  to  be  published  instead  of 
the  one  he  had  previously  sent.  We  do  not,  however, 
find  whether  that  second  letter  received  any  answer  or 
not  ;  and  Lord  Kenyon  in  a  letter  to  the  doctor  about 
this  time,  remarks,  "Murray,  I  présume,  hke  other 
booksellers,  considers  chiefly  the  likelihood  of  a  sale,  as  I 
remember  my  revered  friend  Mr  Jones  told  Rivington 
once,.he  believed,  if  the  d — ^1  was  to  write  a  book  they 
would  publish  it,  and  Rivington  said,  *  to  be  sure, 
if  it  was  a  good  thing.'  In  the  purport  of  your  essays, 
there  must  be  every  thing  to  recommond  them  to  Mur- 
ray  ;  and  I  do  very  much  wish,  that  he  felt  that  they 
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were  likdy  to  hâve  the  sale  they  deserve^  as  I  should  bo 
sony  you  did  not  appear  from  the  most  credîtable  of 
publishers.  I  cannot^  however^  prétend  to  guess  as  an 
author  or  bookseller  can  of  the  probability  of  sale^ 
om  account  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  or  the  new 
(^novel)  manner  of  handling  it." 

Hère  thîs  matter  dropped  for  the  présent. 
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CHAPTER  XLVL 


Lettcr  to  Bishop  Barrington — Letter  to  WUrnont — The  Barrington  School — 
Hereford  exchanged  for  Westminster  Abbey — ^The  Doctor*s  Résidence 
there — Schools  at  St  Andrews. 


DuRiNG  his  stay  at  Keswick,  Dr  Bell  addressed  thé 
following  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  his  stall  at  Hereford,  which  he  was  very  desîrous 
of  exchanging  for  some  other  prefennent,  the  fdll 
émoluments  of  which  he  might  enjoy  : — 

«'  Keswick,  Janaary  25»  1819. 

*^  My  Lord, 

^'  Happily,  bs  I  now  think,  I  was  prevented,  by 
indispensable  and  sacred  duties,  from  reaching  the 
Barrington  school  in  time  before  Christmas.  I  £hen 
thought  it  better  to  postpone  my  Visitation  till  the 
school  should  be  awhile  assembled,  after  the  hohdays. 
It  is  but  fair,  after  the  severe  exactions  which  I  hâve 
required  at  Wilmont's  hands,  preparatory  to  my  arrivai, 
to  give  him  due  time  for  their  exécution.  I  now  pur- 
pose  to  be  there  (D.V.)  by  the  beginning  of  next 
week. 

'*  I  hâve  great  pleasure  in  acquainting  your  lordship, 
that  the  Madras  System  is  spreading  with  great  rapi- 
dîty  throughout  the  parochial  schools  of  the  kingdom 
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(zs  we  natives  call  ît)  of  Fife  ;  and  that  a  youthAil 
monitor  of  the  Barrington  school  is  rendering  services 
to  that  and  neighbouring  counties^  not  unworthy  of 
being  compared  with  those  of  the  Franciscan  friar  of 
Friburg  to  the  cantons  of  Switzerland. 

"  I  believe  I  hâve  noticed  to  jour  lordship  the  awk« 
ward  predicament  in  which  I  am  placed  in  the  Here- 
ford  chapter^  by  the  Ârchbishop's  gracions  appointment 
to  the  Golden  Stall^  which  is  to  me  more  worthless 
than  brass  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  yiew;  and  by 
which  his  grâce  may  almost  be  said  to  bave  forfeited 
his  patronage — ^the  rich  preferments^  which  ail  my 
brethren  enjoy^  being  shut  against  me. 

^'  It  is  singular  that  this  is  the  second  time^  in  which 
my  patrons  hâve  been  disappointed  in  the  fuU  extent 
of  their  purposes.  When  your  lordship  first  of  all^  and 
above  ail,  stepped  forward  to  distinguish  my  services,  it 
was  not  known  that  I  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
resigning  Swanage  ;  and  it  bas  now  tumed  ont  that 
the  Archbishop  bas  put  me,  in  point  of  émolument,  in 
nearly  the  same  state  as  I  should  bave  been  in,  if  I 
were  now  only  rector  of  Swanage,  with  bis  canonry« 

^^  As  to  any  défalcation  of  this  sort,  I  know  how 
&shionable  it  is  to  consider  it  as  a  matter  of  no 
moment.  Neither  do  I,  when  I  consider  it  in  any 
other  point  of  view,  than  as  to  the  object  which  I  bave 
at  heart,  and  the  extensive  views  which  I  indulge. 
Other  men  think  they  show  their  sensé  of  their  patrods' 
bounty,  when,  on  their  preferment,  they  add  to  their 
establishments,  their  comforts,  and  their  embellish- 
ments  ;  and  no  doubt,  among  other  reproaches  which, 
in  every  âge  and  every  country,  bave  attached  to  those 
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who  have  not  fallen  into  the  ranks  of  their  predecessors 
and  their  contemporaries^  this  is  one.  For  it  cannot  bc 
concealed^  that  my  preferment  bas  led  me  to  givc  up 
establisbments  and  conveniences^  of  wbicb  I  was  in 
possession,  wben  I  found  tbem  incompatible  witb  tbe 
most  ready  and  effectuai  discbarge  of  the  offices  to 
which  I  ascribed  my  preferment;  and  to  which,  I 
think  no  sacrifices  too  great  to  be  made.  Others  di&- 
play  their  adrantages  in  the  circle  of  their  family — 
splendid  and  brilliant  indeed,  because  concentrated  to 
a  focus.  Mine  also  go  to  my  family  of  children;  but 
the  feeble  rays  are  scarcely  perceptible,  being  diffused 
over  so  wide  an  expansé. 

**  I  am  led  into  thèse  reflections  at  présent,  by  the 
approach  of  the  time  (March  chapter}  when  a  con- 
sidérable preferment  must  be  declined  by  me,  and 
probably  at  that  time,  or  next  chapter,  one  far  greater. 
This,  it  may  be  said,  is  of  no  importance,  because  not 
wanting  to  my  personal  accommodation.  True,  it  is 
not;  but  it  is  wanted  to  what  I  conçoive  to  be  far 
more  important  purposes — ^purposes  which  are  far 
nearer  to  my  heart. 

^'  Now,  my  lord,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  crown, 
with  your  lordship's  concurrence,  might,  without  sacri- 
fice of  patronage,  make  arrangements  to  obyiate  those 
mishaps.  This  surely  were  no  great  favour  for  the 
minister  to  grant.  If  unexampled  and  disinterested 
services  to  the  crown,  to  the  church,  and  to  the  state, 
entitle  a  man  to  the  notice  and  the  faveur  of  the 
minister,  I  shall  not  be  afi*aid  to  put  my  claim  in  com- 
pétition with  that  of  any  other  man.  If  sacrifices 
made,  odium  incurred,  and  successful  struggles  en- 
countered  in  their  bchalf,  and  without  their  support  or 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  179 

protection^  give  pretensîons,  mine  hâve  not  been  want- 
ing  to  a  dogree  that  few  will  believe. 

^^  Besides  this,  there  is  one  thing  still  wanting  to 
complète  the  triumph  of  the  Madras  System  of  educa- 
tion,  and  to  further  its  extension  to  the  most  important 
interests  of  the  state,  and  to  every  department  of  eco- 
nomy  and  policy.  The  generality  of  men  judge  only 
from  external  appearances^  and  give  no  weight  to  any 
other  than  substantial  proofs  of  patronage. 

"  Your  lordship  gave  the  weight  of  yonr  ezalted 
aathority  to  my  endeavours^  when  such  countenance 
and  support  were  most  wanted,  to  enable  me  to  carry 
on  with  advantage  and  effect  the  cause  in  which  I  was 
engaged.  His  Grâce  the  Archbishop  conferred  his 
mark  of  approbation^  and  gave  his  high  testimony^  when 
the  cause  might  be  said  to  be  decided.  But  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  country^  notwithstanding  the  impor- 
tunity^  as  I  am  well  informed^  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  York,  hâve  not  deigned,  after  ail  I  hâve 
suffered,  and  ail  I  hâve  achieved  in  their  service,  even 
to  say — '  Well  donc,  good  and  faithful  servant/ 

''  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  submitting  this  state- 
ment  to  the  early  and  efficient  patron  of  the  Madras 
System  of  éducation,  to  whom  it  is  due  that  the  opinions 
and  sentiments  of  its  author  should  be  knowu  to  their 
fuU  extent." 

This  letter  was  transmitted  through  Lord  Kenyon 
to  the  Bishop,  who  seems  to  hâve  been  rather  disturbed 
at  it,  and  did  not  at  the  time  retum  any  other  answer, 
than  merely  remarking  that,  as  he  should  probably  soon 
hâve  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  in  London,  the  subject 
of  his  last  letter  ^^  had  better  be  talked  over  than  writ- 
ten  about.'? 
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I  have  hîtherto  refr9>ined  as  mnch  as  possible  from 
màking  any  remarkfi  on  what  may  be  termed  the  doc- 
tor's  besetting  sins^  feeling  a  great  dîffidence^  as  a  young 
and  inexperienced  author^  in  offering  any  opinions  upon 
his  character^  and  wishing  impartially  to  state  the  facts^ 
and  to  leave  the  reader  to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 
Nor  should  I  hère  allude  to  the  subject,  were  it  not 
that  I  am  amdous  to  guard  against  the  supposition  that 
I  admire  where  I  do  not  condemn. 

Another  letter  on  a  différent  subject,  written  to  Mr 
Wilmont  a  short  time  previous  to  his  letter  to  the 
Bishop;  will  show  the  more  pleasing  side  of  his  cha- 
racter.  Hasty  and  passionate  as  he  was  by  nature^  his 
conduct  towards  chiidren  was  uniformly  kind  and  gen- 
tle^  and  the  least  approach  to  harshness  or  severity 
towards  them  called  forth  his  immédiate  and  yehement 
condemnation.  Wilmont  was  naturally  of  a  stem  and 
severe  disposition^  and  though  he  was  anxious  to  con* 
quer  it,  he  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  doing  so.  The 
doctor,  accordingly,  thus  writes  to  him  from  Ilam 
HaU:— 

<<  Dec.  14^  1818. 

*'  Dear  Wilmont, 

"  Let  me  entreat  you  as  you  value 

your  own  good,  and  that  of  your  school,  and  your  duty, 
which  I  know  you  prefer  to  ail  else,  to  give  up  entirely, 
or  at  least  as  far  as  possible,  your  severe  manner.  This^ 
my  dear  Wilmont,  is  the  sin  that  does-most  easily  be- 
set  you,  and  which  must  be  rooted  out.  It  is  Uke  cutting 
off  a  right  hand,  or  plucking  out  a  right  eye.  It  must 
be  done.  But  let  us  thank  6od  that  you  are  in  a  situ- 
ation where  this  can  be  so  readily  and  well  done,  if 
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the  other  sin^  of  sparîng  the  means  abundandy  put 
into  your  hands^  do  not  prevent  you.  Do  not  starve 
the  cause.  Do  as  was  arranged^  and  rewards  will 
Bupersede  harshness^  the  worst  fault  of  a  Madras  school  ; 
and  nobody  has  ever  seen  your  school,  from  Speaker 
Abbott  to  the  lowest  individual^  but  accuses  you  of  the 
crime.  Get  rid,  then^  of  your  îhnate  severity,  by  leam- 
îng  to  smile  on  your  boys.  ^  New,  my  dear  boys,  let  us 
Bee  which  of  you/  &c.  This  Johnson  does.  So  far  be 
Johnson.  For  other  things  be  yourself.  You  forget 
to  tell  me  the  sum  you  distribute  weekly.  Hère  I  am 
afraid  you  starve  the  cause  ;  and  you  make  it  up,  alas! 
alas  !  you  make  it  up  in  seyerity.  Bemember  the  terms 
on  which  I  engaged  you,  and  mind  this  rule  :  Learn  to 
smile  and  be  pleasing  !  The  remark,  the  universal  re- 
mark at  Westminster  was,  that  your  boys  looked  like 
slaves,  and  did  ail  as  if  by  constraint,  and  not  with  satis- 
faction, pleasure,  and  delight.  Look  at  Johnson.  So 
now  is  Bamford.     So  be  Wilmont.'' 

*^  With  respect  to  severity  ofmanner,"  writes  Wilmont, 
in  reply  to  tlds  letter,  "  I  had  (until  the  arrivai  of  your 
former  letter)  congratulated  myself  that  my  manners 
were  more  kind  and  pleasant  than  they  used  to  be.  Not- 
withstanding  this  self-congratulation,  I  found  myself  to 
hâve  come  very  far  short  of  Mr  Johnson's  peculiar  and 
excellent  method  of  treating  children.  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  that  my  energetic  disposition,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duty,  might  hâve  been  construed  into  sève* 
lityof  manners;  andi  think  that  the  matter  maybe  traced 
to  its  foundation,  when  it  is  known  and  acknowledged, 
that  I  hâve  had  more  labour  in  getting  the  monitors  to 
do  their  duty,  than  with  the  whole  school  together.     It 
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is  truly  vexing  to  a  wîlling  mind  to  receive  opposition 
in  every  step.  But  I  hope  that  the  moniix)rs  now  see 
that  there  is  no  alternative  for  them.  I  Vas  determined 
that  ail  your  directions  should  be  adopted^  though  much 
time  was  consumed  in  their  exécution." 

From  Keswick,  where,  as  usual,  his  time  was  prin- 
cipally  spent  at  Greta  Hall,  he  proceeded  to  Auckland, 
after  staying  a  few  days  at  Penrith,  and  inspecting  the 
schools  there.  Previous  to  setting  out,  he  had  received 
a  pressing  invitation  from  Mr  and  Mrs  Faber,  to  take 
up  his  abode  with  them  during  the  time  he  remained 
there^  instead  of  going  into  lodgings.  This  invitation 
he  accepted,  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness 
and  hospitality  which  he  received  from  them  on  this 
occasion. 

He  had  not  as  yet  heard  from  Murray,  as  to  whe- 
ther  he  would  undertake  the  publication  of  "  The 
Wrongs  of  Children."  Accordingly  Lord  Kenyon,  who 
was  then  in  London,  made  some  enquîries  on  the  sub- 
ject,  and  received  a  note  from  him  in  reply,  expressing 
his  regret  that  the  hurry  of  business  had  made  him 
overlook  the  essays,  respecting  which  he  had  not  sup- 
posed  Dr  Bell  was  in  any  immédiate  haste  ;  and  saying 
he  thought  the  plan  of  the  intended  publication  much 
better  suited  to  Messrs  Kivington  or  Hatchard's  line 
of  business  than  his  own. 

In  conséquence  of  this,  appUcation  was  made  at  the 
Gower*s  Walk  school,  to  know  if  thèse  essays  could  be 
printed  there  ;  but  the  pressure  of  business  then  on  hand 
was  too  great  to  allow  them  to  undertake  this  work  ; 
and  it  was  ultimately  printed  for  Rivingtons  and 
Hatchard,  London  ;  Blackwood,  Edinburgh  ;  and  Oum- 
ming,  DubUn. 
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During  the  dpctor's  présent  stay  at  Auckland^  he 
applied  himself  most  unremittingly  to  the  Barrington 
school^  and  completely  remodeled  it.  This^  indeed^ 
was  one  of  his  favourite  institutions^  and  having  now 
a  master  there  of  whose  abilities  he  had  a  rery  high 
opinion,  he  spared  neither  pains  nor  exertion  to  ren- 
der  it  a  complète  Madras  school.  It  may,  and  I 
doubt  not  will,  be  said,  that,  as  it  so  rarely  happened 
that  the  doctor  was  satisfied  with  a  school,  or  met 
with  one  in  which  the  scholars  made  the  progress  he 
ezpected,  the  Madras  System  could  not  be  so  easy  of 
exécution,  or  could  not  be  so  certain  in  its  residts, 
as  bas  been  stated.  We  must,  however,  take  into  con- 
sidération, that  he  had  continually  in  his  mind  the  per- 
fect  condition  of  the  institution  in  which  he  had  origi- 
nated  this  system,  and  that  many  circumstances  existed 
to  render  the  attainment  of  an  equally  perfect  state 
very  difficult  in  the  majority  of  institutions  in  this 
country  at  that  time.  The  principles  of  the  ^*  New 
Sdiool"  were  directly  opposed  to  aJl  the  préjudices 
and  the  practices  of  the  old;  and  the  doctor's  time 
and  attention,  which  at  Madras  had  been  chiefly  em- 
ployed  on  one  institution,  were  now  extended  to  schools 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Again,  it  may  be  said  that  the  degree  of  perfection 
in  the  minor  détails,  which  Dr  Bell  conceived  to  be 
attainable  in  schools,  was  by  no  means  so  necessary 
as  he  considered  it  to  be.  He  had  himself  often 
said,  that  the  principle  of  mûtual  tuition  was  ail  in 
ail,  and  that  the  minor  practices  might  be  altered  and 
diversified  at  pleasure.  He  became,  however,  so  dé- 
sirons of  establishing  by  a  séries  of  oxperiments  the  best 
set  of  practices,  that,  as  bas  been  said  before,  he  ha- 
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rasséd  his  masters  wîth  yariations  and  new  devîces^ 
in  the  exécution  of  which  he  expected  a  degree  of  per- 
fection which  it  was  hardly  possible  to  realize.  But  to 
retum. 

He  thus  reports  of  the  Barrington  8cho<^  to  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  : — 

BbhopVAuckland,  March  16, 1819. 

«  My  Lord, 

"  Your  lordship  cannot  be  more  surprîsed  than  I 
am  at  the  long  stay  I  hâve  made  at  this  school.  But 
ît  has  appeared  to  me  necessary  to  give  up  to  it  friends, 
and  engagements,  and  lesser  duties,  that  I  might  probe 
ît  to  the  bottom.  The  truth  is,  that  the  longer  I  re- 
mained,  the  more  I  found  I  had  to  do  to  raise  it  to 
that  eminence  to  which  it  ought  to  be  carried.  Much 
has  come  ont  of  late,  with  which  I  was  not  before  ac- 
quainted  ;  and  my  young  friend  did  not  appear  quite 
equal  to  ail  that  was  to  be  donc.  He  had  sustained  a 
great  loss  in  Dr  Garey  of  late  years,  and  seems  not  to 
hâve  attached  sufficient  importance  to  some  départ- 
ments  of  the  school,  or  not  yet  to  hâve  entirely  sur- 
mounted  ail  the  difficulties  which  he  had  to  encounter 
at  the  beginning  ;  and  perhaps  was  too  anxious  to  get 
forward  with  the  lowest  classes,  so  that  a  good  founda- 
tion  was  not  always  laid  at  first. 

'^  His  attendance  on  his  school,  and  his  attention  to 
his  duty,  hâve  been  unceasing  and  exemplary  ;  and  my 
aim  has  been  to  give  his  talents  and  exertions  the  most 
proper  and  useful  direction,  and  to  render  him  more 
judicious  in  his  measures,  and  more  winning  in  his 
manner.  I  found  his  middle  classes  excellent,  and  I 
now  think  I  see  aU  pervaded  with  that  life  and  vigour. 
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which  ought  to  actuate  every  schooL  The  master  is 
duly  sensible  of  his  duty,  and  knows  well  that  no  me- 
diocrity  i^ill  be  accepted  at  his  hands  ;  and  that  his 
school^  before  I  again  visit  it^  must  be  inferior  to  none 
in  the  kingdom  in  gênerai  order  and  progress^  in  which^ 
indeedy  already  there  are  very  few  superior. 

'^  Means  are  put  into  his  hands^  through  your  lord- 
ship's  bounty^  which  none  other  possess  ;  and  I  hâve 
set  on  foot  measures  first  hère,  which  will  considerably 
advance  the  Madras  practices,  and  which  will  be  in- 
ferior only  to  I,  h,  T,  o,  which  also  began  at  this  school, 
and  of  which  the  archbishop  was  so  extravagant  in  his 
praise. 

^^  The  teachers  are  aheady  new  beings.  The  whole 
school  bas  assumed  a  new  face  ;  the  entire  economy 
beautifîil  ;  and  the  happiness  of  the  children  (my  great 
object}  most  conspicuous.  I  shall  be  grievously  mor- 
tified,  if  the  effects  of  ail  this  are  not  dearly  perceptible 
on  your  lordship's  revisitation. 

*^  Nearly  three  weeks  ago,  I  brought  over  a  large 
party  from  Durham  to  the  examination  of  the  school. 
They  were  ail  much  gratified.  Among  them  were  the 
Grays  ;  the  Parrys  ;  the  Rev.  Robert  Gray  of  Bishop 
Wearmouth — a  most  excellent  young  man;  and  Mr 
Carr,  rector  of  the  grammar  school  at  Durham  :  and, 
on  Friday  last,  in  a  more  advanced  state  of  the  school, 
I  had  an  examination  for  the  town's  people,  when  Mr 
Bacon,  Mr  Thomson,  and  Mr  Chester,  Mrs  Dobson,  and 
the  Misses  Smith,  and  ail  their  children,  cum  multis  aliù 
unknown  to  me,  attended  and  expressed  their  appro- 
bation," 

Dr  Bell  left  Auckland  the  third  week  in  March, 
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and  arrived  at  Hereford  about  the  2l8t,  where  he  had 
to  attend  a  chapter.  No  sooner  had  he  arrived  there, 
than  he  received  the  following  communication  from 
Lord  Liverpool  : — 

<*  Fife  House,  March  19, 1819. 
'<  Sir, 

'^  I  understood  from  you,  some  time  ago,  that  it 
would  be  a  great  convenience,  as  well  as  object,  to  you, 
if  you  could  exchange  the  stall  you  hold  at  Hereford 
for  one  at  Westminster. 

'^  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  in 
my  power  now  to  propose  an  arrangement  to  this 
effect  : — ^By  the  death  of  Mr  Douglas,  a  vacancy  has 
occurred  in  the  chapter  of  Westminster  ;  and  I  shall 
be  happy  to  recommend  you  to  the  Prince  Régent  for 
it,  trusting  that  the  fiishop  of  Hereford  will  hâve  the 
goodness  to  accept  my  recommendation  for  the  stall  at 
Hereford,  which  will  thus  become  vacant. 

"  As  you  are  at  présent  at  Hereford,  you  will  be 
enabled  personally  to  communicate  with  the  bishop  on 
the  subject  ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  your  answer 
as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

"  I  am  with  great  truth,  sir,  your  very  faithful, 
humble  servant, 

''  LiVERPOOU" 

It  appears  also,  by  a  letter  from  Lord  Kenyon  to 
Dr  Bell,  written  at  this  time,  that  there  was  another 
exchange  at  his  option.  On  this  subject  his  lordship 
writes  thus  : — 
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"  Portman  Square,  March  20,  1819. 

"  My  dearest  Sîr, 

"  I  rejoîce  to  find  that  a  stall  at  Westminster 
Abbey  is  to  be  oflfered  you,  in  case  your  good 
fiishop  of  Hereford  will  allow  the  Crown  to  name 
your  snccessor.  He  bas  been  written  to,  and  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  of  bis  compliance.  I  under- 
stand  Westminster  Abbey  is  yalued  at  from  £700  to 
£1100  ar-year«  I  bave  reason  to  believe  tbat  tbe 
warden  of  Manchester  would  gladly  excbange  tbat  ap- 
pointment  for  Westminster  Abbey.  My  wish  to  bave 
you  at  Westminster,  as  you  know,  was  for  distinction 
and  us^ulness.  I  do  not  know  if  you  would  tbink 
those  points  equally  attended  to  if  you  took  the  war- 
denship  instead  ;  and,  indeed,  I  don't  know  whether  it 
is  that  description  of  appointment  which  is  tenable 
with  the  hospital.  I  understand  the  value  of  the  war- 
denship  was,  one  year,  £2000,  and  that  it  bas  been  as 
low  as  £1200  or  £1400.  To  Manchester  you  would 
certainly  be  an  immense  acquisition  ;  and  so  you  would 
be  to  London,  by  being  settled  at  Westminster  Abbey. 
The  latter,  I  understand,  your  bishop  consentîng,  is 
yours  ;  and  the  other,  if  you  prefer  it,  I  believe  might 
be  yours  also.  Let  me  hear  as  soon  as  you  can,  and 
as  distinctly  as  you  can/' 

Nothing  more^  however,  appears  conceming  the 
wardenship  ;  and  the  doctor,  having  had  a  favourable 
interview  with  tbe  Bishop  of  Hereford,  and  arranged 
matters  with  him,  went  to  London,  and  was  installed,  the 
latter  end  of  the  month,  by  the  Dean  of  Westminster. 

May  was  fixed  on  as  bis  residentiary  month,  and 
he  remained  in  London  until  about  the  middle  of  Junc, 
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most  fully  occupîed  in  yisîting  schools^  preparing  the 
"  Wrongs  of  Children"  for  the  press,  &c.  &c.  Sher- 
bum  hospital  was  also^  as  we  shall  presentlj  hâve 
occasion  to  see,  at  this  time,  a  source  of  great  trouble 
to  him  ;  and  Mr  Daries  was  kept  up  night  and  day  ; 
for  the  doctor,  when  business  pressed  him^  and  often 
when  it  did  not^  spared  neither  himself  nor  any  one 
else^  and  too  often  forgot^  that  whatever  right  he  might 
hâve  to  labour  unremittingly  himself,  he  was  not,  and 
could  not  be,  justified  in  taxing  others  bejond  theîr 
Btrength. 

His  residentiary  duties  required  his  attendance  tmce 
daily,*  and  on  Sundays  he  preached  in  the  moming, 
generally  employing  one  of  the  minor  canons  to  offi- 
ciate  for  him  in  the  evening.  He  now  became  very 
désirons  of  correcting  his  Scotch  accent;  and  accor- 
dingly  caused  Davies  to  note  down  during  sermon 
those  words  in  which  it  most  evidently  appeared  ;  and^ 
on  returning  home,  he  would  endeavour  to  acquire 
from  him  the  proper  pronunciation  of  them. 

He  was  also  very  anxious  to  pitch  his  voice,  so  that 
he  might  be  distinctly  heard  in  the  abbey;  and  in 
order  to  ascertain  this,  Davies  was  in  the  habit,  Sun- 
day  after  Sunday,  of  going  to  the  most  distant  parts 
of  the  choir  when  the  doctor  was  preaching.  His 
voice,  however,  though  tolerably  powerful,  was  never 
distinctly  heard  at  a  distance,  though  he  spared  no 
pains  in  endeavouring  to  raise  it  sufficiently. 

The  préparation  of  his  essays,  "  The  Wrongs  of 
Children,"  for  the  press,  took  up  no  small  part  of  his 
time.    The  second  number  was  publishcd  in  Âpril; 

^  During  his  présent  résidence  in  London,  he  purchased  a  carriage, 
and  hired  horses  by  the  mon  th. 
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but^  in  order  to  finish  the  introductory  part^  he  found 
it  necessary  to  publish  four  sheets  together^  instead  of 
one  each  month^  as  he  originally  proposed.  This  part 
consisted  chiefl  j  of  détails  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
Madras  System,  of  accounts  of  his  continental  tour^ 
and  of  a  comparison  between  his  System  and  that  of 
Pestalozzi's.  After  this  came  an  appendix^  containing 
various  documents  and  correspondence^  and  an  account 
of  the  schools  at  St  Andrews,  of  the  progress  of  which, 
since  they  were  last  mentioned,  it  will  hère  be  désirable 
to  take  some  notice. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  great  difficulties  had 
been  encountered  there,  and  great  opposition  met  with. 
The  persévérance  and  talents  of  Mr  Ridley,  however, 
had  met  with  the  most  extraordinary  success,  and  were 
gradually  overcoming  the  one,  and  silencing  the  other. 
"  Our  triumph,"  writes  Dr  Mudie  to  Dr  Bell,  con- 
ceming  an  examination  in  the  preceding  August,  ^'  is* 
complète:  the  exhibition  at  the  several  examinations 
was  far  surpassing  even  the  expectations  of  those  who 

were  daily  visitors  of  the  school I  need 

not  enlarge  on  the  examination  further  than  to  say, 
that  of  a  most  respectable  and  very  numerous  audience, 
even  of  our  most  prejudiced  opponents,  there  was  not 
one  who  did  not  bear  testimony  of  their  highest  ap- 
probation/* 

In  January  foUowing,  we  find  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell 
from  Mr  Ridley,  in  answer  to  one  from  him  intimating 
his  intention  of  visiting  ScotlandL 

'*  St  Andrews,  January  11, 1819. 

"  Rev.  Sir, 

•      "A  fortnight  has  now  elapsed  since  I  received 
your  satis&ctory  letter.    Nothing  delights  me  so  much 
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as  to  hear  of  your  coming  to  St  Andrews  again.  I 
am  both  anxious  that  you  should  see  my  school^  and 
those  in  the  vicinity  of  this  cîty.  The  Madras  System 
does  not  rest  witldn  the  walls  of  this  city  ;  it  has  found 
its  wBj  into  most  of  the  towns  and  villages  about  it  ; 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  inform  you^  sir^  that  I  hear 
from  many  sources  the  great  benefits  and  adrantages 
which  accrue  from  its  introduction.  Mr  Young,  in 
particular^  has  signalized  himself  :  he  got  the  charge 
of  a  parish  school^  (Auchtermuchty — seven  miles  from 
this^}  and^  anxious  to  introduce  the  Madras  System, 
he  attended  my  school  a  fortnight  préviens  to  his  com- 
mencement. This  was  in  May  ;  and  in  Deoember  he 
held  his  first  examination  before  several  clergymen  and 
a  numerous  assemblage  of  spectators  ;  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  (the  scholars)  read,  wrote,  and  ciphered, 
utterly  astonished  ail  présent.  It  was  immediately 
linserted  in  the  newspapers.  A  similar  account  I  had 
from  a  clergyman,  (son-in-law  to  Dr  John  Hunter,) 
whose  parish  schoolmaster  has  introduced  it  into  his 
schooL  They  seem  ail  anxious  to  hâve  a  visit  from 
you,  sir,  as  soon  as  you  arrive  hère." 
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CHAPTER  XLVIL 

Complaînts  as  to  the  Management  of  Sherbum  Hospital — Commission  of 
Enqoiry — Mr  Bamford  appointed  Chaplaîn — Correspondcnce  between  Dr 
BeU,  the  Bishop  of  Dnrhaoïf  and  othersy  concerning  the  Hospital. 

We  mnst  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of  what  was 
going  on  at  Sherbum  hospital,  the  affîdrs  of  which,  at 
this  time,  were  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  and  proved 
a  source  of  great  trouble  and  obloquy  to  Dr  BelL 
Before  entering  upon  this  subject,  I  think  it  necessarj 
to  request  the  reader  not  to  suppose  that  I  wish  to 
bias  him  on  either  side  of  the  question,  or  that  I  am 
désirons,  in  any  way,  of  concealing  the  doctor's  errors 
on  the  one  hand,  or  any  unfair  treatment  to  which  he 
may  hâve  been  subjected  on  the  other.  I  shall  simply 
State  the  fiEicts  as  they  corne  before  me,  and  leave  the 
reader  to  draw  his  own  inferences.  It  will,  probably, 
be  necessary  for  me  to  insert  letters  containing  harsh 
and  violent  expressions  ;  thèse,  however,  I  must  not  in 
any  way  be  thought  to  concur  in,  or  to  wish  to  ex- 
cuse. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  1813  some  complaints 
were  made  by  the  brethren  of  Sherbum  hospital,  the 
causes  of  which  were  then  obviated.  We  next  find 
intimations  of  their  being  in  a  discontented  state  in 
1816,  owing,  it  would  seem,  chiefly  to  two  individuals 
among  themVho  exercised  great  influence  over  the 
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others.  At  least  thîs  appears  to  hâve  been  the  case, 
from  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham, 
in  whîch  he  also  sajs — That  the  admonition  given 
by  his  lordship  to  the  worst  of  them^  had  proved  effec- 
tual^  and  that  matters  were  becoming  quiet  again. 
This  amended  state  of  things,  however^  did  not  last  ; 
and,  in  1818,  complaints  were  made  by  the  brethren 
of  the  provisions,  and  especially  of  the  béer.  Dr 
Bell,  accordingly,  lost  no  time  in  personally  investi- 
gating  the  matter,  assisted  by  the  chaplain  and  the 
agent.  This  they  did  by  examining  the  brethren 
individually  and  collectively,  and  writing  down  theîr 
answers.  The  resuit  of  this  was,  that  he  gave  positive 
orders  that  two  of  the  brethren,  as  had  always  been 
expected  of  them,  should  inspect  the  méat,  see  it 
weighed  before  it  was  dressed,  and  make  complaints 
when  necessary;  and  also  that  two  brethren  should 
attend  the  brewing,  and  see  that  the  due  quantity  of 
malt  allowed  (five  bushels  to  the  hogshead)  was  used, 
and  properly  brewed. 

After  this  ail  was  again  quiet  for  a  short  time,  but 
in  the  présent  year  (1819,)  the  fiame,  which  had  but 
slumbered,  burst  out  anew.  This,  it  appears,  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  interférence  of  Mr  Michael  Angelo 
Taylor,  for  electioneering  purposes,  who  had  much 
communication  with  the  Bishop  of  Durham  on  the 
subject  ;  and  threatened  to  persévère  in  his  exposure  of 
the  State  of  the  hospital.  In  conséquence  of  this,  the 
bishop  promised  to  set  an  enquiry  on  foot,  and  if  neces- 
sary, to  adopt  measures  for  the  correction  of  existing 
grievances,  if  any  should  be  found.  He  according 
made  choice  of  the  Rev.  D.  Durell  and  the  Rev.  H. 
Philpotts,  (now  Bishop  of  Exeter,)  as  commissioners. 
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On  tlie  bîshop's  naming  thèse  gentlemen  to  Dr  Bell, 
he  requested  the  addition  of  Dr  Gray,  then  in  the  col- 
lège at  Durham,  to  the  number;  but  this  was  not 
acceded  to,  the  bishop  replying  '*  that  Mr  Durell  and 
Mr  Philpotts  were  men  of  business,  of  great  ability  and 
integrity,  and  friendly  to  Dr  Bell.  The  resuit  of  this 
enquiry  was,  that  the  commissioners  drow  up  the  fol- 
lowing  report,  which  was  sent  by  hîs  lordshîp  to  Dr 
Bell:— 

<<  Tbe  Sev.  D.  Durell  to  the  BMop  o/Durham. 

'«  Durham,  Aprîl  21,  1819. 

''  My  Lord, 

*'  I  enclose  our  report  on  the  complaints  of  the 
In-Brethren  of  Sherburn  Hospital,  which  are  said  by 
Dr  Bell's  agent  to  be  confined  to  two  of  them,  who 
are  disorderly  and  drunken.  He  has  fîirnished  us  with 
the  particulars. 

*'  Though  your  lordship  dîd  not  requîre  more  of  us 
than  is  contained  in  the  report,  we  cannot  avoid  ex- 
pressing our  opinion,  that  the  weekly  payment  of  Is.  6d. 
for  bread,  small  béer,  and  two  pounds  of  cheese,  is  too 
low  ;  and  that  the  quarterly  payment  of  £1,  8s.  6d, 
is  not  adéquate  to  the  charge  on  the  brethren  for  linen, 
fihoes,  hats,  and  washing.  Although  Dr  Bell  doubled 
the  payment  in  1814,  y  et  looking  at  Bishop  Chandler's 
régulations  in  1736  as  a  guide,  we  apprehend  that  the 
price  of  those  articles  has  increased  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion. 

"  We  are  sorry  to  understand  that  the  chaplain^ 
though  of  good  moral  conduct,  is  not  of  that  character 
which  would  command  respect,  and  bave  a  bénéficiai 
influence  on  the  gênerai  behaviour  of  the  brethren. 

VOL.  m.  N 
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"  The  public-house  which  is  near  to  the  hospital^  ve 
think,  should  be  put  down  :  it  is  the  source  of  nrach 
eyil  ;  and  it  cannot  be  of  moment  to  the  master  on  the 
score  pf  profit. 

^^  In  thèse  times  of  enquiry^  and^  indeed^  from  what 
is  actually  going  on  in  the  House  of  Gommons^  it  wiil 
not  probably  be  long  before  investigation  takes  place 
Y^ith  regard  to  charitable  institutions  of  this  sort  ;  we 
feel  ourselves  therefore  bound  in  duty  to  your  lordship^ 
and  from  good  wishes  to  Dr  Bell^  to  recommend  early 
attentipn  to  the  state  of  the  buildings^  and  to  nphold 
the  house  in  a  manner  fit  for  the  résidence  of  the  mas- 
ter ;  and  to  take  into  serions  considération  the  interest 
of  the  out-brethren,  who  reçoive  now  four  pounds  a- 
year,  to  which  sum  it  was  raised  by  Dr  Bell  in  1814, 
from  two  pounds.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  going  to  Sherbum,  and,  should  it 
be  necessary,  we  will  make  a  further  report» 

"  I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  dutiful  obe- 
dient  servant, 

'*  D.   DUBELL. 

^'  From  the  information  which  MrPhilpotts  andi  hâve 
been  able  to  procure,  it  appears  that  the  in-brethren 
receive  their  diet  according  to  the  régulations  prescribed 
by  Bishop  Chandler  in  1735. 

"  The  quantity  of  méat,  pudding,  and  best  béer,  is 
quite  sufficient  ;  the  méat,  as  it  is  reported  to  us,  is  in- 
variably  good  in  quality.  It  is  admitted  that  it  has 
been,  in  two  or  three  instances,  over  much  roasted. 

*'  In  proof  of  the  sufficiency,  it  is  stated  that  part  of  it 
is  sold  by  some  of  the  brethren,  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
cure spirituous  liquors.    The  best  béer  is  made  from  fivp 
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busliels  of  malt  to  seventy-two  gallons.  It  is  admitted 
that  in  1817,  the  béer  was  occasionally  not  so  good  aa 
usual,  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  malt  in  that  season. 
It  appears  that  Dr  Bell  raised  the  quarterly  payments 
in  1814,  from  Ils.  9d.  to  the  présent  sum  of  £l,  3s.  6d., 
besides  providing  the  brethrai  with  great-coats,  to  be 
wom  in  chapel  in  cold  weather. 

^'  It  is  admitted  that  the  nurse  is  not  well  calculated 
for  her  situation  :  it  is,  however,  said  at  the  same  time, 
that  thè  complaints  against  her-  are  generally  occa* 
sioned  by  the  refractory  disposition  of  the  brethren. 

"  It  appears  that  the  men  bave  the  option  of  receiving 
the  bread,  small  béer,  and  cheese,  either  in  kind,  or 
Is.  6d,  a-week  in  money. 

^'  As  the  statutes  give  to  the  master  ail  the  surplus 
revenues,  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  maintaining 
the  brethren  in  such  manner  as  the  bishop  shall  di« 
rect,  your  lordship  will,  we  think,  feel  it  improper  to 
admit  any  considération  of  those  revenues. 

*'  From  the  statement  fumished  to  Mr  Taylor,  by  the 
eomplaining  brethren  themselves,  it  is  apparent  that 
no  less  than  £529  is  expended  annually  on  the  in- 
brethren,  being  more  than  £35  each,  exclusive  of 
lodgings,  medicines,  and  some  other  articles  ;  and  that 
there  is  not  a  prima  fade  case  of  harsh  or  illiberal 
treatment. 

^'  We  submit  to  your  lordship,  that  it  may  be  well  to 
mention  to  Mr  Taylor,  in  addition,  that  you  will  be 
ready  to  reçoive  any  application  from  the  brethren  who 
may  think  themselves  aggrieved,  and  to  institute  effec- 
tuai enquiry  in  the  case  ;  but  that  your  lordship  thinks 
it  necessary  to  add,  that  your  readiness  to  satisfy  him 
in  the  présent  instance,  must  not  encourage  an  expec* 
tation  that  you  can  again  attend  to  any  complaints^ 
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unless  regularly  addressed  to  your  lordship  by  the  party 
complaining." 

Dr  Bell  was  at  this  tîme  în  lodgîngs  in  Edward  Street, 
Portman  Square,  and  the  bishop  being  also  in  town,  he 
bad  ample  opportunities  of  personal  communication  with 
bis  lordship.  What  took  place  on  thèse  occasions,  does 
not  appear  ;  but  Dr  Bell's  answer  to  the  bisbop's  com- 
munication was  as  foUows  : — 

H  Aprîl  26,  1819. 

''  My  Lord, 

'^  In  retumîng  the  report  made  by  Mr  Durell  and 
Mr  Philpotts  to  your  lordship,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
my  letters  to  Mr  Philpotts  of  1813,  and  to  your  lord- 
ship of  181é.  It  will  be  seen  from  them  that  the  aug- 
mentations which  I  made  to  the  allowances  of  the 
brethren  of  Sherburn  hospîtal,  went  as  far  as  any  of 
them  asked  for,  and  further  than  most  of  them  desired; 
and  that  I  did  ail  for  them  which  was  thought  consis- 
tent with  a  just  regard  to  their  health  and  morals,  and 
to  the  peace  and  order  of  the  establishment.  I  knew 
well  that  if  more  than  this  had  been  bestowed  on  them, 
they  would  employ  it  as  they  do  the  money,  which  they 
obtain  by  selling  their  superabundant  provisions — some 
în  hoarding  it,  some  in  giving  it  to  their  relatives, 
(who  indeed  oftener  receive  the  provisions  themselves,) 
and  some  in  purchasing  spirituous  liquors,  and  other 
purposes  not  less  prejudicial. 

^^  I  may  also  add,  that,  in  ail  my  visits  at  the  hos- 
pital,  I  always  cnquire  of  each  of  them  individually,  in 
bis  own  room,  of  the  state  of  things,  that  I  may  be 
assured  that  justice  is  done  them,  and  no  just  complaint 
left  unredressed.  - 
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'^  The  publîc-house  has  always  been  an  eyesore  to 
me  ;  and  it  is  greatly  my  wish  to  get  rid  of  it.  But  I 
was  wamed  by  the  former  master  and  others,  that,  if 
it  were  put  down^  another  might  be  opened^  close 
by^  in  its  stead,  over  which  I  should  bave  still  less 
control. 

''  On  a  former  occasion^  I  applied  to  Mr  Philpotts 
for  bis  assistance  in  making  sueh  arrangements  as 
migbt  conduce  to  the  real  welfare  of  my  brethren  ;  and 
on  bis  decUning^  I  proceeded  with  the  best  assistance 
I  could  obtain^  and  left  nothing  undone  wbich  ap- 
peared  calculated  for  the  gênerai  good.  At  the  same 
time^  guarding  against  any  thing  wbich  might  be  liable 
to  abuse^  and  productive  of  evil. 

^^  At  ail  times  I  am  désirons  of  recurring  to  a  sub- 
ject,  so  deeply  interesting  to  me  as  the  health,  the 
comfort^  and  the  morals  of  my  brethren  ;  and  if  I  am 
so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  able  assistance  of  Mr 
Durell  and  Mr  Philpotts^  I  shall  feel  more  confi- 
dence in  any  further  measores  that  may  be  thought 
expédient. 

"  It  is  true,  that  the  objections  to  the  încrease  of 
pecuniary  allowance  does  not  apply  to  the  out-bre- 
thren^  wbich  might  hâve  been  still  further  increased^ 
if  I  had  not  conceived  that  I  had  gone  too  far  be- 
yond  ail  précèdent,  in  having  doubled  their  pensions  at 
once." 

The  next  proceeding,  in  connexion  with  Sherburn 
faospital,  that  falls  to  be  noticed  hère,  is  the  appointment 
of  Mr  Bamford  as  chaplain. 

In  1817>  Mr  Bamford  became  anxious  to  enter  the 
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cliurch  ;  and  with  this  view  went  to  Oxford,  and  enter- 
ed  at  Magdalen  Collège.'*'  Soon  afber  hîs  retum  to 
London,  Dr  Bell  (who,  it  would  appear,  did  not  know 
of  his  having  entered  at  Oxford)  wrote  to  him,  and 
advised  him  to  accept  the  situation  of  superintendent 
of  the  Blue-coat  hospîtal'at  Liverpool,  to  whîeh  he  had 
been  recommended  by  Dr  Briggs.  His  friends,  thînk- 
ing  that,  as  there  would  be  other  masters  under  him, 
he  would  probably  be  able  to  keep  his  terms  at  Oxford 
at  the  same  time,  advised  his  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment,  which  he  did.  He  found,  however,  that  the 
duties  of  his  office  required  his  constant  attention  ;  and 
was  consequently,  with  much  reluctance,  obliged  to 
reUnquish  aU  idea  of  studying  at  the  university. 

Dr  Briggs,  who  had  been  the  chief  means  of  Bam- 
ford's  appointaient  to  this  situation,  was  a  good  deal 
hurt,  when  he  found  that  his  prospects  were  likely  to 
be  injured,  rather  than  benefited  by  it  ;  and,  some  time 
afterwards,  many  letters  on  this  subject  passed  between 
Dr  Bell,  Lord  Kenyon,  Dr  Briggs,  and  Mr  Bamford. 

One  proposition  made  by  Dr  Briggs  was,  that  Bam- 
ford should  undertake  a  classical  school  at  Liverpool,and 
that  he  should  go  for  some  time  to  the  Charter-house, 
to  qualify  himself  for  such  an  undertaking.  This, 
however,  was  not  accomplished  ;  and  after  some  tîme 
we  find  Dr  Bell  thus  writing  to  him— 

"  Hereford,  October  8,  1818. 

^*  If  the  chaplainship  of  my  hospital  were  vacant, 
and  were  offered  to  you,  to  hold  it  for  three  years 
certain,  and  not  to  quit  but  with  leave,  would  it  meet 
r  Mr  Bftmford*8  Notes. 
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jour  wîshes?  The  salary  is  £70 — a  house  free  of 
taxes — a  field,  which  once  let  at  £20,  but  not  so  much 
of  late  ;  and,  I  belîeve,  a  small  garden. 

"  The  duty  is,  prayers  twice-a-day,  ànd  a  sermon 
on  Sunday.  There  is  abundance  of  leisure  and  oppor<* 
tunity  of  study,  as  access  can  be  had  to  a  noble  library 
of  the  collège,  Durham,  as  well  as  to  a  superior  sub- 
scription  library. 

*♦  How  old  are  you,  precisely  ? 

**  Answer  by  post.  It  is  necessary  that  I  hâve  a 
retum  by  course  of  post.  Would  this,  if  it  were 
vacant,  (which  is  quite  uncertain,  but  may  happen 
soon,}  be  very  désirable  to  you  or  not?  Say  at 
once." 

Mr  Bamford,  however,  at  this  time,  thought  his 
prospects  at  Liverpool  so  good,  that  he  was  unwilling 
to  resign  them,  and,  in  conséquence,  declined  Dr  Bell's 
offer.  Soon  afterwards,  however,  he  became  désirons 
of  altering  his  présent  position;  and  on  this  subject  his 
own  views  and  wishes  will  appear  clearly,  by  an  extract 
from  one  of  his  letters  to  Lord  Kenyon,  in  which,  after 
giving  an  account  of  some  propositions  which  had  been 
made,  for  engrafting  a  school  of  a  higher  cast  on  to  the 
Blue-coat  hospital,  he  proceeds — 

«*  Liverpool,  Jaauary  26, 1819. 

^^  Thus  far  has  this  désire  to  promote  the  adoption  of 
the  System  been  supported.  But  as  this  plan,  if  it  does 
succeed,  is  but  an  expérimenta  nothing  deserving  atten- 
tion can^  at  présent,  be  expected.    Indeed,  my  lord,  no 
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•Bai  good  can  be  done,  elther  in  advaricinrg  tlle  systeiil- 
or  improving  the  children,  until  I  ara  myself  improved. 
Looking  upon  the  plan  now  proposcd^  as  half  digested. 
and  half  problematical^  perhaps  I  ought  not  to  place 
dependence  upon  it.  I  do  not.  But  if,  in  any  way,  it 
should  succeed,  the  conséquence  may  be  worthy  of 
attention. 

"  It  is  the  wish  of  those  who  are  anxious  for  the 
Buccess  of  the  scheme,  to  èstablish,  having  proved  by 
the  experiment  the  good  tbat  might  be  done,  a  regular 
classic  school.  They  hâve  hitherto  treated  me  with  kind«- 
ness,  and  entering  into  my  feelings  of  diffidence  in  the 
drilling  of  Latin,  and  in  the  understanding  of  difficuU 
authorSf  they,  as  I  do,  think  it  necessary  that  in  a  little 
me  I  should,  if  possible,  go  to  the  Charter-house  in  any 
way,  either  as  pupil,  assistant,  &c.  ;  or,îf  that  was  not  pos- 
sible, some  other  method  should  be  immediately  adopted^ 
that  I  might  be  qualîfied,  as  Dr  Briggs  says,  'to  meet  my 
enemies  in  the  gâtes/  It  will  be  a  sine  qua  non  that 
the  person  intrusted  with  the  éducation  of  gentlemen's 
children  should  himself  be  well  instructed.  I  hâve  no 
further  désire.  I  wish,  and  that  most  earnestly,  to  be 
enabled  to  teach  Latin  and  Greek  on  Dr  Bell's  plan. 
I  wish,  if  an  opportunity  présent  itself,  not  to  omit 
that  opportunity.  Should  this  experiment  be  continued 
with  success,  something  more  must  be  done.  If  I  can- 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Charter-house,  I  see  no  other 
way  than  by  again  entering  at  Oxford.  -For,  my  lord, 
I  find  that  I  am  not  at  présent  fulfilling  my  duty  to 
myself  :  I  find  that  my  daily  employments  are  not  those 
which  are  suited  to  my  mind,  or  will  be  useful  in  any 
future  situation  ;  I  am  daily  declining  in  learning,  in 
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niannèrs^  in  disposition.  Many  of  the  enlightened 
members  of  the  committee  strongly  recommend  that  I 
sliould^  as  soon  as  we  hâve  advanced  a  little  in  the 
expérimenta  at  every  risk,  enter  again  at  Oxford.  I 
am  in  doubt  what  to  do.  My  own  inclination  repro- 
sents  tbe  collège^  as  the  likeliest  way  to  enable  me  to 
impose  silence  upon  those  who  would  oppose  the  prac- 
tice  of  the  Madras  System  in  grammar  schools.  If  I 
did  go  to  collège,  what  must  be  done  afterwards  ?  Some 
gentlemen  may  say,  we  will  take  care  that  you  bave  a 
school  in  Liverpool.  But,  my  lord,  while,  on  the  one 
hand,  I  am  not  able  to  advance  for  want  of  learning,  on 
the  other  hand  I  am  not  able  to  qualify  myself,  except 
I  hazard  my  only  subsistence.  In  this  dilemma  I  am 
at  présent  situated.  But  I  had  rather  nm  the  hazard 
of  uncertainty,  should  I  obtain  knowledge,  than  by 
remaining  shackled  as  I  am  with  illiterate  duties.  .  .  •  • 
By  my  anxiety  to  improve  myself,  in  order  to  conduct 
a  superior  school  on  the  Madras  System,  I  fear  I  bave 
expressed  myself  in  terms  unaccompanied  with  that 
humility  and  diffidence  which  became  me.  But,  my 
lord,  attribute  not  my  expressions  to  disaffection  or 
passion.  I  bave  now  been  long  engaged  in  teaching 
the  poor  the  comraon  rudiments  of  English.  I  never 
knew  when  I  began  to  teach  what  learning  would  be 
required.  When  I  had  begun,  I  still  indulged  the  hope 
that  the  care  of  my  friends,  and  the  assiduity  of  my 
master  in  promoting  my  éducation,  would  at  length 
be,  in  some  measure,  accompanied  by  the  respectability 
of  my  situation.  My  situation,  indeed,  of  itself  may 
be  consîdered  sufficiently  respectable.  But  for  ail  that 
I  am  not  rightly  situated.     My  real  abilities  are  not 


j 


202  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

engaged^  while  qualifications  are  necessarj  which  I  dd 

not  poBsese.     There  are  many  other  thinge   I   oould 

mention^  but  thej  cannot  be  interesting  to  jour  lord- 

sUîp,      I  request  your  lordship's  indulgence  for  the 

length  of  this  letter.    I  could  say  much  more,  but  I  fear 

I  hâve  ah-eady  said  too  much.  I  should  be  most  happy 

were  I  again  to  be  honoured  wîth  your  lordship's  kind 

advice,  but  I  dare  not  présume  so  frequently  to  request 

it.     Your  lordship  ha«  many  engagements  to  occupy 

your  attention îf,   my  lord,    yoii   are 

acquainted  with  the  rules  of  admission  into  the  Char- 

ter^house^  and  would  hâve  the  goodness  to  inform  me 

whether  your  lordship  thinks  there  would  be  any  pro- 

bability  of  success  to  any  application  that  might  be 

made^  you  would  be  conferring  on  me^an   essential 

faveur.     Forgive  my  presumption^  my  lord  ;  for  I  am 

anxious,  ère  it  be  too  late^  to  make  myself  capable  of 

being  more  useful  in  promoting  and  preserving  the 

Madras  system  of  instruction. 

^'  I  am,  my  lord,  with  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 

esteem,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  very  humble 

servant^ 

'^R.  W.  Bamfoed." 

The  next  information  on  this  subject  is  contained  in 
a  long  letter  from  Dr  Briggs  to  Lord  Kenyon,  in  which 
he  stated,  that  a  circular  had  been  issued  in  Liverpool 
concerning  a  classical  school,  on  the  Madras  system,  of 
which  it  was  proposed  that  Bamford  should  take  charge. 
He  also  said  that  doubts  were  expressed  as  to  his  quali- 
fications for  a  classical  instructor,  which  he  could  not 
entîrely  remove  or  combat;  that  it  was  his  opinion,  that 
his  inclinations  were  so  strong  towards  cntering  the 
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chnrch^  that  ît  wouid  neither  be  right  nor  désirable  to 
check  them  ;  and  that^  with  the  double  end  in  view  of 
qualifying  him,  in  some  degree,  for  a  clergyman,  and 
making  him  a  good  classic^  his  admission  to  the  Char* 
ter-house  would  be  most  désirable. 

Meantime  Lord  Kenyon  had  applied  to  Dr  Mant  to 
negotiate  with  Mr  Russell  respecting  Bamford's  admis- 
sion to  the  Charter-house^  which  he  accordingly  very 
kindly  did^  and  Mr  Russell  expressed  his  readiness  to 
concnr  in  any  practicable  scheme  which  could  be  point- 
ed  ont  for  carrying  this  into  effect.  No  arrangement^ 
however,  took  place  at  this  time,  nor  do  we  find  that 
any  thing  was  done  to  promote  Bamford's  riews  for 
some  months. 

We  now  come  to  the  point  from  which  we  started, 
that  is,  to  the  commission  of  enquiry  into  the  state  of 
Sherbum  hospital,  in  the  report  conceming  which,  the 
chaplain  had  been  mentioned  as  not  being  in  every 
respect  well  qualified  for  his  office.  In  conséquence  of 
this  a  new  chaplain  was  to  be  appointed,  and  the  offer 
haying  been  made  to,  and  refused  by,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Macfarlane,  then  curate  of  Northallerton,  Dr  Bell 
again  oflFered  it  to  Mr  Bamford,  who  now  accepted  it, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  many  of  his  Lîverpool  friends. 

Indeed  his  résignation  of  the  post  of  superintendent 
of  the  Blue-coat  hospital  seems  to  hâve  been  extremely 
lamented.  "Never,"  writes  Dr  Briggs  to  Dr  Bell, 
^*  was  there  a  more  sincère  and  unanimous  expression 
of  regret.  Dr  Roughsedge  stated,  that  only  on  the  pre- 
ceding  day  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Know- 
ledge had  Yoted  him  £10  for  his  services,  and,  he  added, 
he  reaUy  did  not  know  what  they  should  do  without 
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him.     You  will  hâve  heard  in  what  confusion  ail"  theîr 

afFairs  had  been  left  by -.     You  know,  my  dear  sir, 

that  I  bave  always  tbougbt  tbe  bospital  was  not  the 
proper  station  for  Bamford,  but  it  was  hardly  to  bave 
been  expected  tbat^  at  a  regular  meeting  of  trustées^ 
convened  witbin  its  walls,  at  wbich  were  présent  some 
of  tbe  most  ardent  sticklers  for  tbe  institution^  such  as 
Mr  George  Brown  and  tbe  two  Messrs  Blundelk,  the 
sarae  feeling  sbould  universally  prevail;  and  that,  wbile 
it  was  admitted  that  it  would  be  equally  vain  and  un- 
generous  to  attempt  to  retain  him  in  bis  présent  situa- 
tion, it  sbould  still  be  considered  as  of  vast  importance 
that  be  sbould  not  be  lost  to  the  town.  As  I  said  before,  it 
would  bave  comforted  any  parent's  heart  to  bave  heard 
such  gratîfying  testimony  in  faveur  of  a  son  of  bis  own, 
and  this  is  tbe  point  on  wbich  I  would  beg  to  lay  great 
stress.  Wben  Bamford  had  even  entered  at  Oxford, 
it  was  tbougbt  of  such  importance  to  the  propagation 
of  the  Madras  System,  and  to  bis  own  best  interests, 
for  him  to  come  to  Liverpool,  that  ail  bis  other  plans 
were  sacrificed  to  it,  thougb  it  was  merely  to  shut  him 
up  with  a  limited  number  of  poor  children  in  an  hos- 
pital  ;  and  as  matters  bave  turned  out,  and  there  is  now 
such  a  decided  expression  in  bis  faveur,  I  still  think  it 
would  prove  so,  provided  be  would  foUow  up  the  pub- 
lic opinion.  But  supposing  him  to  abandon  ail  bis  pros- 
pects hère,  then  what  will  bave  been  the  benefit  of  inter- 
ruption of  bis  studios  at  Oxford,  where  be  would  already 
bave  passed  two  whole  winters  ? 

*'  Mr  Eden,  in  particular,  one  of  our  very  first  soli- 
citors,  who  had  for  some  time  been  désirons  to  see 
Bamford  emancipated  from  the  bospital,  and  employed 
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m  teaching  children  of  a  higher  order^  on  finding  that 
his  ayowed  motive  for  leaving  the  town  was^  that  he 
might  hâve  leisure  in  retirement  to  cultivate  his  own 
mind^  and  to  obtain  holy  orders^  enquired  whether^  if 
thèse  two  ends  coidd  be  aecomplished  without  his  se- 
yering  himself  completely  from  Liverpool^  it  would  not 
answer  his  purpose — adding  that  he  saw  the  waj  to  famé 
and  fortune  plain  before  him,  and  that  he  himself  should 
not  hesitate  to  guarantee  to  him  immediatelt/  an  income, 
which  would  amply  compensate  for  his  quitting  the 
hospital.''     •     •     •     • 

Mr  Bamford^  however^  as  bas  been  stated^  had  already 
accepted  Dr  Bell's  ofier^  and  towards  the  end  of  May 
vent  to  London^  from  vhence  Bishop  Barrington  sent 
him  to  Durham  to  be  examined.  He  then  retumed  to 
town,  and  shortly  after  was  ordained  there  by  Dr  Fisher, 
when  he  returned  to  the  north,  and  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  chaplain  at  Sherbum  hospital. 

To  retum  from  this  digression. — In  the  same  letter 
in  which  Dr  Bell  informed  the  bishop  that  Bamford  had 
accepted  the  chaplainship,  he  alluded  to  the  enquiry 
which  had  been  made,  and  said  that  the  brethren  had 
always  expressed  themselves  to  him,  and  those  who 
acted  for  him,  as  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  additions 
which  he  had  made  to  their  émoluments  ;  and  he  fur- 
ther  said  that  if  any  spécifie  sums  were  thought  advi- 
sable  by  the  bishop,  he  would  most  readily  adopt  them  : 
if  not,  that  he  would  give  the  subject  due  considéra- 
tion, and  submit  his  plans  for  his  lordship's  approval. 
What  reply  was  made  to  this  does  not  appear.  On 
the  16th  of  June,  however,  the  doctor  set  of  for  Sher- 
bum House,  posting  with  his  own  carriage,  and  taking 
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formance  of  this  duty,  the  estimâtes  from  which  the 
gross  sum  received  by  him  on  account  of  dilapidations 
was  computed^  should  be  examined^  as  it  seems  net 
improbable  that  the  sum  so  received  by  him  was  made 
up  of  various  items^  assessed  for  dilapidations  in  the 
farms^  chancels  of  churches,  and  other  property  bc- 
longing  to  the  hospital^  as  well  as  in  the  houses  and 
buildings  occupied  by  the  Master  and  Brethren.  Dr 
Bell  appears  to  me  to  hâve  acted  imder  an  impression 
equally  erroneous^  in  appropriating  to  his  own  use  the 
proceeds  of  the  wood  sold  from  the  estâtes  belonging 
to  the  hospital.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  ground  upon 
which  such  a  daim  can  be  sustained.  But  a  very  pro- 
per  and  useful  application  of  this  money  might  be  made, 
in  erecting  such  additional  buildings  in  the  hospital  as 
would  afford  lodging  to  those  members  of  this  chari- 
table institution^  who  are  known  by  the  description  of 
Out-Brethren,  and  who  do  not  réside  withîn  the  walls 
of  the  hospital,  or  receive  any  benefit  from  its  revenues, 
exoept  only  a  small  annual  stipend.  I  cannot  discover 
from  the  perusal  of  the  documents  before  me,  under 
what  authority  the  division  of  the  objects  of  this  charîty 
înto  two  distinct  classes  of  In-Brethren  and  Out- 
Brethren  had  its  orîgin.  But  the  arrangement,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  is  very  injurions  to  that  portion  of  the 
Brethren  who  are  thus  excluded  from  the  enjoyment 
of  a  comfortable  maintenance  and  résidence  within  the 
hospital  :  And,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  a  matter  worthy  of  the  considération  of  the 
visiter,  how  far  it  may  be  advisable  to  exert  his  visita- 
torial  power  in  directing  an  application  of  the  money 
produced  from  the  sale  of  the  wood  in  question,  for 
making  such  additional  buildings  to  the  hospital,  aa 
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vfîll  render  it  capable  of  containing  the  whole  number 
of  thirty  brethren,  who  may  then  ail  partake,  in  an 
equal  degree,  of  the  fiiU  benefit  of  thîs  charity,  accord- 
ing  to  what  appears  to  be  the  manifest  intention  of 
the  act  of  Parliament^  by  which  Sherbum  hospital 
was  refounded^  and  its  members  incorporated." 

At  the  same  time  that  this  document  was  sent  to 
Dr  Bell^  he  received  a  message  from  Mr  Durell^  to 
the  effect  that  he  wished  to  see  him  when  he  aiTived  at 
Durham.  An  interview  accordingly  took  place,  which 
seems  not  to  hâve  been  of  the  most  amicable  nature, 
Mr  Durell  having  made  several  réquisitions,  with  which 
the  doctor  was  not  at  ail  inclined  to  comply,  and  re» 
specting  which  he  thus  wrote  to  Lord  Kenyon  soon  after- 
wards  : — "  One  of  his  injunctions  was,  that  I  should  go 
immediately  to  Mr  H.  Williamson,  and  receive  instruc- 
tions jfrom  him  how  to  act,  and  what  to  do,  I  remon- 
strated  that  I  had  had  no  time  to  inform  myself  on  the 
opinion  sent  to  me,  or  on  the  facts  on  which  that 
opinion  seemed  to  be  founded,  or  on  the  embarrassing 
and  distressing  circumstances  in  which  they  had  placed 
me,  in  my  deep  sensé  of  duty  to  my  vénérable  patron, 
to  my  station,  and  to  myself. 

**  He  replied  something  about  a  few  hours  being  suffi- 
cient  for  any  purpose  I  could  désire.  I  observed  that 
it  might  be  neoessary  for  me  also  to  take  counsel, 
which,  however,  I  hâve  never  yet  done.  However  sen- 
sible of  my  own  weakness  and  inferiority  in  acuteness, 
and  pénétration,  and  knowledge  of  the  law,  I  relied 
with  entire  confidence  on  the  force  of  truth  and 
justice. 

^'  Another  was  a  réquisition,  which  I  thought  calcu- 
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lated  to  take  ont  of  my  hands  the  means  by  whîch  I 
purposed  to  obtain^  amîdst  suirounding  difficulties^  a 
willing  and  able  co-operation  in  the  task  to  whîch  I  had 
pledged  myself  in  this  diocess,  if  ever  I  should  feel  my- 
self  at  liberty  and  enabled  to  act.  It  was  to  promise 
the  présentation  of  a  Hving^  at  the  next  vacancy^  to  a 
person  of  bis  nomination.  It  is  true  indeed^  that^  in 
the  vacancy  of  two  former  livings,  (one  of  them  only 
worth  naming^)  I  had  yielded  at  once  to  the  request  of 
my  patron  ;  but  when,  nine  months  ago,  I  had  been 
called  upon  to  corne  under  an  engagement  to  présent  a 
nameless  person,  I  explained  my  reasons  for  not  coming 
to  an  immédiate  décision  before  a  yacancy,  humbly 
entreating  permission  to  reserve  to  myself  the  privilège 
of  submitting  to  his  lordship^s  décision,  when  the 
expected  vacancy  should  occur,  my  views  for  rendering 
such  appointments  instrumental  to  the  great  work 
which  his  lordship  had  at  Itjieart,  and  in  which  I  was 
engaged.  When  Mr  Durell  urged  his  réquisition,  I 
muttered  aloud — '  What  !  my  ewe  lamb  ?  * 

"  Another  point  on  which  he  called  upon  me  to  corne 
to  an  immédiate  décision,  was  as  to  money  received  for 
dilapidations,  and  threatened  me  with  a  prosecution  if 
I  did  not  comply.  I  observed  that  it  would  be  the  first 
instance  known  to  me  of  such  a  prosecution,  for  which 
purpose  it  might  be  necessary  for  him  to  lodge  informa- 
tion ;  to  which  he  replied  that  I  was  at  the  mercy  of  any 
common  informer." 

Nothing  further  appears  at  présent  conceming  thèse 
réquisitions,  and  the  next  step  we  find  taken  in  the 
matter  is  a  request,  made  by  Dr  Bell  to  Mr  Philpotfs 
and  Mr  Durell,  for  copies  of  the  communications  which 
had  been  made  to  the  bishop  and  to  Mr  H.  Williamson 
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oonceruing  the  hospital.  To  thîs  Mr  Durell  made 
answer,  that  he  thought  the  bishop  had  communicated 
to  Dr  Bell  the  letters  which  had  passed  on  thîs  subject^ 
whîch  were  chîefly  written  by  himself  ;  and  that,  not 
being  in  the  habit  of  keeping  copies  of  the  letters  he 
wrote  to  the  bishop,  he  could  not  furnish  him  "with 
such  ;  and  besides  that,  he  should,  for  obvions  reasons, 
prefer  that  the  bishop  should  himself  furnish  him 
wîth  the  orîginals,  which  he  had  no  doubt  he  would 
readily  do. 

Dr  Bell  accordingly  addressed  the  foUowingletter  to 
the  bishop  : — 

"  Sherburn  House,  June  SO,  1819. 

«MyLord, 

"  During  my  late  short  stay  in  London  I  was  so  ha- 
rassed  and  distracted  with  incessant  and  multiplied  occu- 
pations, that  I  was  totally  incapable  of  giving  my  mind, 
at  that  time,  to  any  new  object,  such  as  the  allégations 
which  were  brought  forward  in  regard  to  the  hospital. 
I  had  just  before  unwarily  pledged  myself  to  a  periodi- 
cal  publication,  which  would  alone  bave  sufBced  to 
occupy  the  whole  of  my  time  and  attention  ;  and  was 
then  unexpectedly  called  upon  to  enter  on  résidence 
and  new  duties  at  Westminster  Abbey,  not  a  little 
laborious  to  me,  because  unprepared  for.  I  had  also, 
on  account  of  my  long  absence  from  London,  arrears  of 
scholastic  and  other  offices  to  discharge  ;  and  pressing 
affairs  required  my  early  attendance  at  Hereford,  whi- 
ther,  the  moment  I  was  at  liberty  from  my  duties  in 
London,  I  went,  on  my  way  to  Sherburn.  I  had 
scarcely  arrived  at  Hereford,  when,  on  Saturday  the 
19th,  I  was  honoured  with  your  lordship's  letter,  en- 
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closîng  the  opinion  of  Mr  Hoppor  Williamson  ;  and  at 
the  same  time  I  received  a  message  from  Mr  DureD, 
desiring  me  to  wait  on  him  at  Durham.  I  set  out; 
accordingly,  on  Monday  the  21st,  and,  having  spent 
Thursday  morning  in  the  Barrington  school,  I  arrived 
hère  the  same  evening. 

"  I  hâve  great  satisfaction  in  informing  your  lordship 
that,  in  conséquence  of  the  constant  fires  kept  some 
time  hefore,  I  found  the  house  quite  dry,  thongh  the 
weather  had  been  rainy  and  damp,  and  there  had  been 
no  fires  on  the  first  floor,  consisting  of  the  drawing,  eat- 
îng,  and  sleeping-rooms,  for  the  last  week,  nor  hâve 
there  been  any  since. 

"  So  much  to  remove  any  impression  as  if  I  had  been 
dilatory,  when  I  was  acquainted  with  your  lordship's 
pleasure,  or  as  if  my  information  had  been  incorrect  as 
to  the  gênerai  dampness  of  the  walls  built  with  thé 
stone  of  this  country. 

^'  On  the  spirit  and  the  principle  expressed  in  Mr 
Williamson's  opinion  as  to  dilapidations,  I  hâve  um- 
formly  acted  from  the  beginning.  If  I  hâve  proceeded 
with  less  dispatch  than  is  now  required,  I  did  only  as 
hundreds  of  others  hâve  donc,  without  any  blâme 
having  been  imputed  to  them  ;  and  the  same  apology 
cannot  be  oflfered  for  ail  of  them,  as  your  lordship  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  make  for  me — which  is,  that  a 
mind,  so  entirely  engrossed  with  the  vast  objects  and 
momentous  projects,  which,  for  so  many  years,  I  hâve 
had  in  exécution  and  in  contemplation,  is  apt  to  over- 
look  or  defer  what  appears  of  minor  importance, 

'^  Thèse  observations  do  not  at  ail  apply  to  the 
allowances  of  the  brethren,  to  which  I  hâve  made  the 
only  additions  that  hâve  been  made  for  many  years. 
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They  apply  soleiy  to  réparations,  rebuîldings,  and 
improvements,  by  the  delay  of  which  no  one  could 
suffer  but  myself  ;  for  I  bave  never  wittingly  or  inten- 
tionally  postponed  any  of  tbese,  which  appeared,  or 
were  represented  to  me,  as  of  urgent  necessity,  or 
from  the  immédiate  exécution  of  which  any  ultimate 
advantage  could  arise.  Some  delays  were  immaterial, 
Bome  expédient,  and  some  inévitable  ;  an  example  of 
vhich  last  is,  when  I  bave  repaired,  at  a  certain  loss, 
the  roofs,  &c.,  of  chancels,  without  being  able  to  re- 
build  the  walls,  which  can  only  be  well  done  at  the 
sanie  time  with  the  walls  of  the  church  which  are  in 
the  same  state. 

''  But  insinuations  seem  to  bave  been  industriously 
propagated,  as  if  I  wanted  to  appropriate  the  money 
received  for  dilapidations  to  my  own  use.  Such  re- 
ports I  had  thought  could  never  bave  gained  crédit,  as 
it  is  well  known  that  myself,  or  my  représentatives, 
are  liable,  not  to  the  amount  which  I  bave  received 
only,  but  to  the  entire  extent  of  future  dilapidations, 
whatever  they  may  be  ;  in  which  predicament  several 
around  me  long  stood,  or  still  stand,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  part  of  the  kingdom.  Unluckily  Mr  Binomie, 
the  architect  to  whom  your  lordship  referred  me,  is  in 
London  at  présent. 

"  But  I  do  not  enter  into  détails,  because  it  will  be 
necessary  for  me,  laying  aside  for  the  présent  my  usual 
occupations,  to  enter  into  a  minute  investigation  of 
eveiy  particular,  which,  if  not  done  before,  or  if  I  bave 
been  led  into  any  mistakes,  or  if  any  material  omissions 
hâve  taken  place,  will  be  truly  ascribed,  as  has  been 
Baid,  to  a  mind  engrossed  with  the  paramount  impor-- 
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tance  of  those  pursuits,  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  give 
a  new  character  to  society  at  large. 

"  Posterîty,  at  ail  events,  will  do  me  justice,  and  will 
see,  by  deeds  under  my  hand,  executed  some  years  ago, 
and  copied  in  part  from  those  of  much  longer  standings 
that  none  of  the  additional  income,  which  I  hâve  de- 
rived  from  your  lordshîp's  bounty,  has  been,  or  will  be, 
otherwise  disposed  of,  than  in  promoting  the  objects 
which  your  lordship  had  in  view  in  conferring  thk 
ecçlesiastical  prefennent  on  me. 

^^  But  I  must  not  further  encroach  on  your  lordshîp's 
indulgence.  I  shall  only  add,  that,  with  your  permis- 
sion, I  shall  go  on  as  I  hâve  hîtherto  done,  but  with 
additional  vigour  and  dispatch,  giving  myself,  as  far 
as  I  am  capable,  chieây  to  this  one  thing,  till  ail  of  this 
sort  shall  be  disposed  of  and  finished.  It  will  then,  I 
humbly  conçoive,  be  time  to  détermine  on  the  expe- 
diency  of  new  buildings  ;  or  whether  other  measures 
may  not  be  adopted,  better  calculated  to  advance  the 
common  weal  of  this  institution. 

^^  Never  were  the  brethren  so  peaceable,  or  so  re- 
spectable, as  at  this  time— those  lately  admitted  being 
of  good  character  and  disposition  ;  and  if  Bamford  suc* 
ceed  hère,  as  he  has  done  at  the  Clergy  Orphan  school, 
London,  and  the  Blue-coat  hospital,  Liverpool,  this 
hospital  wiU  become  comparatively  a  paradise.  He 
will  be  as  a  father,  or  brother,  or  son  to  them,  in  admi- 
nistering  temporal  and  spiritual  instruction  and  com- 
fort,  înculcating  good  principles,  and  maintaining  good 
order.* 

'^  In  passing  through  Durham,  I  saw  Mr  Durell, 
who  made  to  me  a  request  as  to  Ebchester,  in  regard  to 
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which^if  I  were  to  corne  under  any  engagement^  I  should^ 
as  I  hâve  before  explained  to  your  lordship,  deprive 
myself  of  those  means  put  înto  my  hands  by  your  lord- 
fihip,  by  which  I  may  be  enabled  most  effectually  to 
secure  a  willing  and  eamest  co-operation,  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  offices  that  you  hâve  given  me  to 
perform. 

*'  On  my  arrivai  hère,  I  wrote  to  Mr  Durell  and  Mr 
Philpotts,  requesting  copies  of  their  communications  to 
your  lordship,  and  to  Mr  H.  Williamson,  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  the  hospital,  for  my  information  and  guidance. 
Mr  DureU,  in  reply,  says  he  is  not  in  the  habit  of  keep- 
ing  copies  of  the  letters  which  he  writes  to  your  lord- 
ship ;  and  adds,  *  I  should  prefer,  for  obvions  reasons, 
that  you  should  be  furnished  with  the  originals.  I 
bave  no  doubt  of  the  bishop's  readiness  to  send  them 
on  your  request/  This  request,  then,  I  humbly  make 
to  your  lordship. 

"  I  must  not  yet  close  this  hurried  letter  without 
observing,  that,  from  the  frequency  and  magnitude  of 
the  sums  expended  in  repairs,  (for,  in  my  busy  Hfe,  and 
perpétuai  change  of  scène,  I  had  neither  opportunity 
nor  leisure  for  examining  accounts,  for  which  I  saw  no 
occasion,)  I  concludcd  that  the  dilapidation  money  had 
been  laid  ont,  or,  at  least,  that  it  would  be  more  than 
expended,  when  ail  that  waa  to  be  done  could  be 
finished. 

"  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  with  sentiments 
of  the  highest  esteem,  your  lordshîp's  most  faithful  and 
devoted  servant, 

''  A.  Bell." 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  bishop  returned  any 
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answer  to  this  request^  until  it  had  been  reiterated  by 
Dr  Bell,  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  July,  in  which,  after 
expressing  his  regret  tliat  he  could  not  obtain  a  master 
for  Barbadoes,  which  the  bishop  had  wished  him  to  do, 
he  thuB  proceeds — "  When  ail  the  facts  relative  to  my 
administration  of  the  oflBce  which  your  lordship  was 
pleased  to  confide  to  me^  corne  to  be  known,  it  will  be 
seen,  whether  the  présent  charges  hâve  any  botter 
foundation  in  truth,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  than 
those  with  which  I  hâve  been  so  often  assailed,  and 
which  few,  if  any,  who  hâve  acted  such  a  part  as 
I  hâve  done  in  the  world,  ever  escaped.  Meanwhile, 
your  lordship,  who  never  yet  refused  justice  to  any 
man,  will,  I  feel  convinced,  pardon  me,  if  I  again  hum- 
bly  request  a  copy  of  the  représentations  made  to  your 
lordship,  for  which  I  am  referred  to  your  lordship,  and 
of  the  case  and  statements  laid  before  counsel,  on  which 
an  opinion  is  given. 

"  The  charges  of  a  similar  nature  which  hâve  of  late 
years  been  so  much  discussed,  and  the  récent  ones  in 
regard  to  this  hospital,  hâve  been  brought  forward  in 
an  open,  avowed,  and  public  manner.  In  no  case  bas 
the  accusation  been  withholden  from  the  accused.  In 
the  présent  instance  alone,  an  opinion  is  taken,  (in 
which  are  introduced  points  unnoticed  elsewhere,)  and, 
in  some  degree,  acted  upon,  on  an  ex  parte  statement, 
in  regard  to  which  statement  I  am  held  in  ignorance, 
and  prevented  from  answering. 

"  Your  lordship  will,  I  am  persuaded,  be  pleased  to 
take  into  considération  the  conséquences  to  my  future 
usefulness,  which  the  reports,  thus  thrown  into  circula- 
tion, (and  echoed  back  upon  the  authors,)  are  calcu- 
lated  to  produce  on  the  public  mind. 
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"  Having  had  Buch  long  expérience  of  jour  lord- 
sliip's  patronage  and  generosity  to  me^  and  to  my 
pursuits^  I  rest  assured  that  I  shall  not  appeal  to  your 
lordship  in  vain,  when  my  appeal,  as  in  tbe  présent 
instance,  is,  as  I  conceive,  solely  for  an  act  of  jus- 
tice." 

In  reply  to  this,  the  bishop  enclosed  him  the  foUow- 
ing  minute  of  a  consultation  which  had  been  beld  on 
the  subject,  simply  saying,  that  he  could  not  too  soon 
send  him  the  accompanying  papers. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  letters  from  Mr  Durell  and 
Mr  Philpotts,  the  Bishop  of  Durham  informed  Mr 
Williamson,  that  thèse  gentlemen  are  perfectly  willing 
to  consent  that  thcy  shall  be  shown  to  Dr  Bell,  and 
the  bishop  expressed  himself  as  having  no  objection  ; 
but  Mr  Williamson,  without  seeing  the  letters,  said 
that  he  considered  the  request  unreasonable,  and  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  comply  with  it. 

'*  It  was  recommended  by  Mr  Williamson  that  the 
bishop  should  inform  Dr  Bell,  that  '  the  bishop  having 
given  full  considération  to  Dr  Bell's  answer  to  bis 
former  letter,  and  having  had  a  conférence  with  Mr 
Williamson  on  the  subject,  is  only  the  more  confirmed 
in  bis  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  requiring  from 
Dr  Bell,  a  full  compliance  with  the  particulars  con- 
tained  in  the  opinion  of  Mr  Williamson,  and  commu- 
nicated  alrcady  to  Dr  Bell  ;  that  he  cannot,  therefore, 
but  strongly  express  bis  hope  and  confident  expecta- 
tion,  that  Dr  Bell  will  give  him  an  answer  before  the 
approaching  assizes,  stating  distinctly,  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  comply  with  the  bishop's  réquisition,  and 
thus  to  make  a  formai  Visitation  of  Sherburn  hospital 
unnecessary,'  " 
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«  Durham  Castle,  Julj  26, 1819. 

"  The  bîshop  was  présent  in  person,  and  was  at- 
tended  by  Mr  Philpotts  and  Mr  Griffiths,  in  order  to 
receive  from  Mr  Williamson  his  advice  on  the  subject 
of  Sherbum  hospital." 

In  the  mean  time,  Dr  Bell  had  been  engaged  in 
drawing  up  a  long  defence  of  his  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  hospital,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  Lord 
Kenyon,  and  was  wishful  to  send  the  first  part  of  ît, 
though  in  an  unfinished  state^  to  the  bishop^  with  the 
foUowing  answer  to  his  lordship's  refusai  to  permît 
him  to  see  the  letters  of  the  two  commissioners^  Mr 
Philpotts  and  Mr  Durell  ;  but  it  was  not  in  a  sufficient 
State  of  forwardness  for  this  purpose,  as  will  be  seen.* 

^  Sherbum  Hoose,  July  29, 1819. 
^*  My  Lord, 

"  I  am  sorry  that  I  should  hâve  made  a  request  to 
your  lordship  which  is  deemed  improper.  I  foUowed 
the  recommendation  of  Mr  Durell;  but  I  had  far 
higher  motives.  I  was  impelled  by  the  most  profound 
vénération  for  your  lordship's  public  and  private  virtues, 
as  well  as  a  deep  sensé  of  gratitude  to  my  patron,  and 
of  duty  to  my  diocesan.  I  was  also  moved  by  a  strong 
feeling  of  the  duty  which  I  owed  to  my  station  hère  and 
elsewhere,  as  well  as  to  the  work  which  I  hâve  per- 

*  About  this  time,  an  interview  took  place  between  Mr  Philpotts  and 
Dr  Bell,  in  conséquence  of  which  the  former  wrote  to  Mr  Williamson, 
requesting  him  to  allow  Dr  Bell  the  perusal  of  a  letter  which  he  had 
written  to  him  in  May,  conceming  the  afiairs  of  the  hospital  ;  and  sub- 
sequently  enclosed  this  letter  to  the  doctor,  with  a  note,  stating  that 
this,  and  an  abstract  taken  from  the  two  volumes  of  the  CoUectanea  Du- 
nelmenna^  comprised  the  whole  of  his  communication  with  Mr  Williamson. 
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fonned,  and  tlie  work  which  I  hâve  to  perform,  as  the 
author  of  a  new  organ  of  mind.  AU  I  hâve  lived  for 
is  at  stake.  AU  is  involved  in  the  question  of  charges 
brought  against  me,  in  a  private  as  wcU  as  in  a  public 
manner.  About  the  latter  I  feel  no  concem.  Tliey 
are  open,  avowed,  and  published,  and  admit  of  being 
readilj  answered.  In  regard  to  the  former,  I  wished  also 
to  ascertain  what  they  are,  that  I  might  proceed  with 
equal  certainty  in  my  vindication  to  your  lordship,  and 
to  the  world,  in  a  matter  in  which  it  so  deeply  concerns 
my  fîiture  usefukiess  that  the  truth  of  the  case  may  be 
known. 

'*  But  not  having  access  to  the  représentations  which 
hâve  been  made  to  your  lordship,  nor  to  the  statement 
laid  before  Mr  WiUiamson,  in  writing  or  in  conversation, 
your  lordship  wiU  pardon  me  if  I  imagine  a  hypothetical 
case,  by  way  of  inference,  from  what  is  before  me,  and 
of  iUustration  in  my  defence,  if  my  humble  request  had 
been  granted,  and  the  real  case  which  was  submitted 
to  Mr  Williamson  had  been  communicated  to  me. 

^'Let  it  be  supposed,  by  way  of  argument,  that  there 
was  a  case  to  this  effect. 

'*  ^M.  N.  receivéd  large  sums  for  dilapidations,  and 
for  timber,  (felled  without  reason,)  most  part  of  which 
he  bas  appropriated  to  bis  own  use  ;  and  after  advice 
and  admonition,  bas  refused  to  lay  ont  to  the  purposes  to 
which  he  is  bound  in  duty  and  in  law  ;  and  if  thèse 
were  done,  enough  would  remain  for  charitable  works 
in  connexion  with  this  endowment.  Q.  What  is  to  be 
done?' 

*'  If  any  thing  like  this  were  the  case  on  which  the 
opinion  is  given,  I  can  understand  and  feel  it.  But 
this  is  not  the  true  case.     The  case  which  I  should 
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have  proposée!^  if  I  had  had  any  participation  în  this 
affair,  to  have  submitted  to  Mr  Willîamson,  for  in^hose 
character  and  talents  (not  being  personally  kno^vm  to 
him)  I  entertain  a  high  respect,  would  have  been  to 
this  effect. 

"  '  M.  N.  has  laid  out  the  whole  of  the  money  re- 
ceived  for  dilapidations,  and  has  laid  out  a  considérable 
part  of  the  money  received  for  timber  (felled  for  sub- 
stantial  reasons}  on  the  dilapidations,  and  is  proceeding 
as  he  has  ail  along  done,  and  is  laying  out  the  remainder 
as  far  as  it  will  go,  in  the  same  way.  AU  he  has  received 
from  both  sources  does  uot  amount  to  the  estimate  of 
dilapidations  made  for  him. 

"  ^  Q.  Must  he  stop  the  work  in  hand,  and  apply 
the  money  to  new  buildings,  leaving  the  dilapidations 
unfinished  ?  ' 

*'  Now  your  lordship  *  requires  from  Dr  Bell,  a  fuU 
compliance  with  the  particulars  contained  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr  Williamson/ 

'^  In  Mr  Williamson's  opinion  are  thèse  words  : 
'  With  respect  to  the  money  received  by  Dr  Bell  for 
dilapidations,  I  think  he  has  entirely  raiscomprehended 
the  nature  of  his  own  right,  in  the  course  he  has  pur- 
sued.  It  is  quite  clear,  that  money  received  on  account 
of  dilapidations,  ought  not  to  be  retained  for  his  own 
private  émolument  by  the  person  to  whom  it  is  paid. 
The  application  of  it  in  the  réparation  of  the  promises, 
in  respect  of  which  it  has  been  assessed  upon  the  fiinds 
of  the  predecessor,  is  an  imperative  duty,  and  ought  not 
to  be  dispensed  with.' 

*'  Your  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  compare 
the  statements  made  to  you  and  to  Mr  WilUamson,  with 
the  matter  of  fact,  which  is,  that  this  money  has  been 
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so  laid  ont  ;  and  that  the  mouej  receîved  for  timber  is 
also  laying  ont  on  dilapidations^  and  what  cornes  under 
that  description,  and  that  both  together,  not  amounting 
to  the  gross  estimate  of  dilapidations  made  for  me^  will 
not,  it  is  believed,  sufBce  for  the  purpose. 

"  AU  that  I  hâve  to  request  is,  that  your  lordshîp  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  allow  me  to  fulfil  my  duty,  as  I 
conceive  it,  by  proceeding  as  I  am  doing  in  laying  ont 
the  remainder  of  the  money,  as  far  as  it  will  go,  in  ré- 
parations. 

**  After  ail,  this  may  be  represented  as  an  afiair  of 
money  on  my  part.  Now,  to  prevent  such  représenta- 
tions as  seem  to  hâve  been  made  to  your  lordship,  and 
to  Mr  Williamson,  from  gaining  crédit  in  future,  and 
to  satisfy  your  lordship  that  no  pecuniary  considération 
could  hâve  induced  me  to  bave  troubled  your  lordshîp, 
and  to  bave  grieved  myself  at  this  rate,  I  humbly  beg 
leave  to  put  into  the  hands  of  any  persons  authorized 
by  your  lordship  to  receive  it,  a  sum  équivalent  to  the 
amount  of  ail  I  bave  received  for  dilapidations  and  for 
timber,  that  this  duplicate  sum  may  be  applied  to 
any  purposes  which  your  lordship  may  be  pleased  to 
order.  But,  my  lord,  I  should  be  greatly  wantîng  in 
duty  to  your  lordship,  and  to  my  station,  if  I  did  not 
beg  leave  humbly  to  add,  that,  in  my  opinion,  grounded 
on  my  expérience  hère  and  elsewhere,  the  érection  of 
new  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  additional 
brethren,  is  not  the  application  most  economical  in  it- 
self,  or  most  bénéficiai  to  them,  of  the  revenues  of  this 
endowment,  if  they  aro  to  be  diverted  to  charitable 
purposes. 

*'  I  bave  as  yet  had  recourse  to  no  légal  adviser, 
conscious  that  the  truth  is  on  my  side,  and  that  when 
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it  is  known  to  your  lordship^  your  protection  and  sup- 
port of  my  conduct  will  foUow  of  course. 

"  I  should  be  grieved  beyond  measure^  if,  in  my 
warmth  of  self-defence,  a  single  expression  in  any  of  my 
hasty  letters  could,  by  any  implication,  be  construed 
into  an  appearance  of  want  of  the  utmost  respect  for 
yom-  lordship.  Nothing  can  be  more  opposite  to  the 
sentiments  of  my  mind,  and  to  the  feelings  of  my  heart* 

*'  Once  more,  I  beg  leave  to  answer  that  I  am  now 
acting,  as  I  hâve  ail  along  donc,  but  with  redoubled 
dispatch,  on  the  principle,  and  even  the  letter  of  Mr 
Williamson's  opinion,  as  I  understand  it,  divested  from 
the  extraordinary  case,  which  seems  to  hâve  been  put 
into  his  hands,  and  that  I  hâve  accordingly  obeyed,  and 
am  obeying,  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  youc  lordship's 
injunctions. 

^'  The  answer  to  which  I  alluded  in  a  former  letter, 
is  likely  to  run  to  a  great  length.  As  an  example  of 
its  purport  and  object,  in  case  your  lordship  will  be 
pleased  to  glance  over  and  return  it,  I  enclose  the  in- 
troductory  part,  though  in  a  rude  and  indigested  state. 

^*  Will  your  lordship  hâve  the  goodness  to  retiurn 
Bamford's  letter  ?  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord, 
with  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem,  your  lordship's 
most  faithful  and  devoted  servant, 

''  A.  Bell." 

"  P.S.— (31st  July.) — I  hâve  detained  this  letter 
with  a  view  of  submitting  along  with  it,  the  paper  al- 
luded to  above,  but  it  is  not  fit  for  your  lordship's  eye, 

"  My  apology  for  employing  an  amanuensis,  is  so  weU 
known  to  your  lordship,  that  to  repeat  it  in  every  let- 
ter would  be  only  to  add  to  the  unnecessary  trouble 
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which^  I  deeply  lament^  thèse  unfounded  représentations 
hâve  glven  to  your  lordship,  to  say  nothing  of  the  vex- 
ation that  I  must  suJflFer,  while  your  lordship  entertains 
Buch  opinions  relative  to  ray  conduct,  and  while  such 
reports  go  abroad  unanswered," 

To  this  communication  the  Bishop  thus  repHed — 

•'Durham  Costle,  Angust  6,  1819. 

*'  My  dear  Doctor, 

"  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  you  think  it  necessary 

to  remark  with  asperity,  '  on  charges  brought  against 

you  in  a  private  manner/  evidently  with  référence  to 

those  gentlemen^  who^  in  the  discharge  of  a  commission 

intrusted  to  them,  as  you  well  know,  by  me,  hâve  placed 

before  me,  and  at  my  request  before  Mr  Williamson, 

certain  partîculars  which  I  hâve  -aheady  communicated 

to  you,  and  upon  which  I  still  wait  for  your  distinct 

answer.     It  would  be  a  very  ill  retum  on  my  part,  for 

the  diligence  and  zeal  with  which  they  hâve  executed 

a  commission,  which  must  hâve  been  as  unpleasant  as 

it  was  troublesome  to  themselves,  if  I  did  not  repel  any 

insinuation  to  their  dishonour.     They  hâve  made  no 

représentations  disadvantageous  to  you,  but  those  with 

which  you  are  acquainted.     It  was  Mr  Williamson's 

advice,  on  gênerai  grounds,  that  your  request  respecting 

their  correspondence  with  me  should  not  be  complied 

with  :  as,  however,  the  refusai  is  made  by  you  a  reason 

for  reflections  injurions  to  them,  I  now,  on  their  ac- 

count,  transmit  the  letters  in  question  to  you. 

"  In  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  you  say  hardly  any 
thing  on  the  main  particular,  that  which  relates  to  tho 
out-brethren  of  Sherburn  hospitaL     But  surely,  when 
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it  is  discovered^  that  according  to  the  act  of  foundatîon, 
thèse  out-brethren's  condition  ought  to  be  made  by  you 
as  good  as  that  of  the  brethren  within  the  house^  it  can« 
not  be  long  a  matter  of  délibération  to  you,  whether  this 
injunction  of  your  statute  shall  be  complied  with,  nor 
whether  an  application  of  part  of  the  hospital's  revenues 
to  those  persons  who  are  strictly  entitled  to  them,  can 
be  properly  said  to  be  a  *  diverting  them  to  charitable 
purposes/  At  ail  events,  I  should  not  satisfy  my  sensé 
of  my  own  duty  as  visitor,  if  I  did  not  require  compli- 
ance,  unless  suflBcient  reason  be  given  (of  which  I 
hâve  as  yet  heard,  and  can  devise  none)  to  prove  Mr 
WiUiamson's  construction  of  the  statute  unwarranted. 
It  is,  however,  with  real  gratification,  that  I  entertain 
a  confident  hope,  that  even  after  defraying  the 
charges,  considérable  as  they  will  be,  of  making  this 
change,  the  mastership  of  the  hospital  will  still  be 
more  lucrative  to  you,  than  to  any  of  those  who  hâve 
preceded  you. 

"  With  regard  to  the  money  paid  by  the  late  Bishop 
of  Ely,  on  account  of  dilapidations,  the  answer  I  now 
receive  from  you,  dénies  that  any  part  of  it  remains  im- 
expended.     Of  this  I  am  glad  to  hear. 

*'  It  would,  I  should  conçoive,  be  satisfactory  to  your- 
self,  as  it  certainly  would  be  to  me,  that  you  should 
make  a  particular  statement  on  this  head.  I  cannot 
forbear  adding,  that  it  must  be  within  your  recollection 
that,  many  years  ago,  I  spoke  earnestly  to  you  on  the 
fitness  of  your  speedily  laying  out  the  money  received 
on  account  of  dilapidations. 

"  The  third  particular,  that  of  the  timber  felled  at 
Edmond  Byers,  and  not  reported  with  any  degree  of 
blamO;  as  if  the  timber  had  been  imprudently  felled.    If 


r" 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  225 

the  case  be,  that  necessary  repairs  in  the  existîng 
buUdingS;  not  caused  by  any  inattention  during  your 
incumbency,  demand  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  pro- 
duced  by  the  timber,  and  if  Mr  Williamson  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  it  may  be  properly  so  employed,  you  will 
not  find  me  disposed  to  direct  the  application  of  it  to 
other  purposes. 

"  I  hâve  only  further  to  say,  that  I  trust  I  shall 
receîve  from  you,  without  ftirther  delay,  a  précise  an- 
swer  on  the  points  contained  in  Mr  Williamson's  paper, 
especially  on  the  main  particular— that  relating  to  the 
out-brethren. 

^*  I  am,  with  much  regard,  your  sincère  friend. 

«  P.S. You  will,  atyour  leisure,  return  Mr  Durell's 

letters.     You  are  at  liberty  to  take  copies." 

Dr  Beira  answer  to  this  letter  was  as  foUows  : — 

**  Sherbuni  House,  August  10,  1819. 

«  My  Lord, 

"  I  am  sincerely  grieved  that  any  thing  I  should 
hâve  thought  it  necessary  to  write  in  self-defence,  should 
hâve  given  displeasure  to  your  lordship.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  my  intentions.  It  is  a  délicate  and 
ungracious  subject  ;  but  I  am  ready,  when  I  shall  be 
called  upon  by  your  lordship,  to  produce  my  reasons 
for  writing  as  I  then  did,  and  for  MTiting  as  1  now  do. 
New  men,  who  hâve  done  new  things,  and  hâve  been 
raised  by  illustrions  personages  and  high  authorities  to 
honour  and  preferment,  do  not  always  escape  unnoticed 
and  unassailed.  But  for  whatever  it  may  bave  seemed 
necessary  for  me  to  state,  in  answer  to  charges  brought 
VOL.  m,  V 


226  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

against  me^  I  must  agaîn  and  again  entreat  jour  lord^ 
skip  to  believe^  that  not  a  thought  of  mj  heart  bas 
ever  îndulged  a  doubt  of  your  having  taken  a  single 
Btep  but  accordîng  to  the  information  laid  before  your 
lordship  ;  nor  let  any  thing  I  write  be  construed  to 
imply  any  want  of  that  vénération  with  which  I  hâve 
ever  regarded  your  lordship. 

"  I  hâve  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  lordshîp's 
immédiate  information  and  satisfaction  a  rude  sketch 
of  the  paper  alluded  to  in  my  last  letten  It  is  quite 
imperfect.  I  hâve  much  to  alter  and  much  to  add  j 
and  on  révisai  and  reflection,  I  apprehend  I  shall  hâve 
much  to  correct,  but  it  will  require  time,  deUberatîon, 
and  perhaps  consultation.  In  submitting  to  your  lord- 
ship's  perusal  a  paper  prepared  under  embarrassing 
circumstances,  and  without  légal  advice,  which,  from 
reasonif  of  delicacy,  I  hâve  forborne  to  ask,  I  gîve  a 
proof  of  my  devotedness  to  your  lordship,  and  of  my 
reliance  on  your  lordship's  wonted  indulgence. 

"  But,  my  lord,  situated  as  I  am,  it  would  require 
weeks,  and  months,  and  years,  to  make  up  my  mind 
on  the  Bubject  of  the  out-brethren,  on  whicli  your  lord- 
ship demands  an  immédiate  décision.  I  should,  1n- 
deed,  hâve  no  difficulty  in  proposing  a  '  nova  ordinatio 
et  reforma tio  *  of  the  constitution  and  statutes.  But 
I  hâve  before  me  an  act  of  Parliaraent,  in  the  interpré- 
tation of  which  I  should,  perhaps,  by  itself,  fiild  no 
great  hésitation,  if  it  were  not  for  the  measure  in  which 
it  has  been  construed,  and  acted  upon  from  the  begin- 
ning.  I  hâve  also  before  me  statutes  and  ordinances 
founded  on  that  act,  which  I  am  bound  to  obey.  For 
the  interprétation  of  this  act,  and  of  thèse  statutes,  I 
hâve  the  authority  and  précédents  of  every  visiter  and 
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of  erery  master  from  the  time  of  Queen  Ellzabeth,  or 
at  least  from  that  of  Bishop  Chandier.  In  my  consi- 
dération of  theso,  and  regarding  myself  in  the  high 
station  in  which  your  lordship  has  been  grâciously 
pleased  to  place  me,  not  only  as  procurator  of  the  affairs 
of  the  hôspital,  almoner  of  the  poor  brethren,  and  the 
overseer  of  their  spiritual  and  temporal  concerns,  but 
also  as  the  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  church,  and  of 
the  patronage  of  the  bishops  of  Durham,  1  am  sur- 
rounded  with  difficultîes — ^I  encbunter  obstacles  which 
I  cannot  remove.  I  feel  conflicting  duties^  which  I 
cannot  reconcile.  In  such  a  state  of  embarrassment, 
my  deep  sensé  of  duty  to  the  Church  and  to  the  State, 
as  well  as:to  your  lordship,  requires  of  me  to  pause 
before,  of  my  own  accord,  and  without  a  spécifie  order 
from  your  lordship,  I  adopt  a  new  interprétation  of  an 
act  of  Parliament,  and  of  statutes,  contrary  to  the  opi- 
nion and  example  of  ail  who  hâve  gone  before  me. 

^'  Now,  my  lord,  perplexed  and  embarrassed  as  I 
ami  with  conflicting  views  and  opinions,  I  propose,  îf  I 
shall  obtain  your  lordship's  permission,  to  take  the 
opinion  of  his  Majesty's  attorney  and  soliciter  gênerai 
on  the  act  of  Parliament,  on  the  statutes,  and  on  the 
conduct  which,  in  my  difficult  and  délicate  situation,  I 
ought  to  pursue.  No  single  légal  authority,  however 
high  in  estimation,  can  satisfy  me,  even  if  a  spécifie 
case  had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose,  in  a  détermi- 
nation in  which  I  think  the  interests  of  the  Church, 
.as  well  as  of  such  charities,  involved. 

'^  But  this  is  not  ail.  If  it  shall  be  thought  by  your 
lordship  that  an  act  of  Parliament  is  wanted  for  a  nova 
ordinatio  et  reformatio,  I  shall  not  only  readily  forego 
any  interest .  I  may  hâve  in  this  situation,  that  may 
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interfère  with  a  new  order  of  things,  but  I  sliall  abo 
gladly  lend  mj  aid^  if  my  expérience  hère  can  be  of 
any  use^  in  new  arrangements.  Meanwhile,  that  your 
lordship's  wishes  as  to  the  revenues  of  tfais  hospital 
may  be  fulfiUed^  I  humbly  entreat  your  lordship  will 
be  pleased  to  appoint  commissionars  to  receiro  them 
as  they  accrue  due  ;  and  I  hereby  put  them  entirely  at 
your  lordship's  disposai 

^^  As  soon  as  I  bave  arranged  wbat  occurs  to  me  on 
tbe  subject  of  the  out-brethren,  I  will  submit  my  opi- 
nion and  proposai  to  yoiur  lordship^s  commands.  There 
are  peculiar  circumstuices  attending  the  présent  out- 
members  of  this  charity^  which  will  require  considéra- 
tion. To  mention  only  one  at  this  time  : — ^A  great 
majority  of  them  are  married  men^  and  are  of  a  différent 
description^  in  other  respects^  from  the  in-bretbren, 
who,  by  the  statutes,  must  be  single  men. 

"  The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  hâve  just 
received  on  the  subject  of  dilapidations  :— 

«<  '  Durham,  August  9, 1819. 

''*Rev.  Sir, 

"  '  Agreeable  to  your  request^  I  hâve  extracted 
from  your  account  the  amount  of  money  expended  in 
repairing  dilapidated  buildings  upon  the  hospitaVs  de- 
mesnes  to  the  end  of  the  year  1818^  the  sum  total  of 
which  is  £2693^  ds.  4^  ;  besides  which,  there  ought 
to  be  added  to  that  amount  what  you  yourself  paid  to 
Mr  Morpeth  and  others,  but  of  which  Mr  Woodifield 
cannot  give  any  information.  There  bas  also  been  paid 
on  the  same  account^  since  the  commencement  of  the 
présent  year,  £287,  ISs.  4d.,  which,  together  with  the 
estimâtes  now  on  hand,  amounts  to  £1019^  16b.  7d., 
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makîng  a  total  of  tliat  expenditure  ([when  finishcd)  of 
^3712,  18b.  11^. 

*'  '  I  am,  Rey.  Sir,  (for  Mr  Woodifield,)  your  obliged 
and  humble  serrant^ 

^'  '  John  Letbourne,  Jun.* 

'*  To  thîs  I  hâve  only  ta  add,  that  when  thèse  are 
finished,  much  remains  to  be  done,  of  which  an  esti- 
mate  wiU  be  then  made. 

"  P.S. — Ail  the  dîfficulty,  perplexîty,  and  embarrass- 
ment  occasioned  to  me  by  your  lordship's  ^  requiring 
from  me  a  full  complianee  with  the  particulars  contain- 
ed  in  the  opinion  of  Mr  Williamson/  as  well  as  the 
responsibility  which^  in  my  présent  mind,  a  sensé  of 
duty  forbids  me  to  take  upon  myself,  would  be  done 
away,  if  it  were  your  lordship's  pleasure  to  issue  a  de- 
terminate  order  which  I  may  be  able  to  comprehend, 
and  be  authorized  to  '  carry  into  exécution/  as  to  thèse 
'  particulars/  and  especially  in  regard  to  '  the  main 
particular' — that  which  relates  to  the  out-brethren  of 
Sherbum  hospitaL 

''  I  hâve  the  hoiiour  to  be,  my  lord^  with  sentiments 
of  the  highest  esteem,  your  lordship's  most  devoted 
servant, 

"  A  Bell. 

**  To  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham.** 
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CHAPTER  XLVIII. 

The  Biahop  of  Durham  yisits  Sherbum  Hospital — ihe  Brethren  Ezamined — ' 
His  Lordship*8  Ordinance — Dr  Bell  goes  to  St  Andrews,  and  retonis  to 
Sherbum  Houser-Hospital  Patronage — Letters  between  Dr  Bell  and  the 
Bishop. 

SiNCE  hîs  arrivai  in  June,  Dr  Bell  had  been  con- 
stantly  présent  at  Sherburn  house,  where  he  had  a 
number  of  workmen  employed  ;  and  during  this  time 
many  letters  passed  between  himself  and  Lord  Kenyon, 
to  "wbom,  on  ail  occasions^  he  opened  up  his  mmd.  In 
writing  unreservedly  to  his  lordship  concerning  the 
affairs  of  the  hospital,  his  natural  impetuosity  fre- 
quently  led  him  to  use  expressions  which,  in  cooler 
moments,  he  would  bave  regretted,  and  which  it  would 
be  worse  than  useless  to  bring  before  the  public  eye. 
Lord  Kenyon's  constant  advice  to  him  was,  to  refrain 
from  personalities,  and  to  confine  himself  to  the  points 
on  which  he  was  attacked. 

'*  The  right  course/*  says  his  lordship,  "  is  to  state 
ail  the  facts  you  can — to  particularize  your  former 
arrangement,  and  to  state  with  what  concurrence  ît 
was  adopted — to  mention  the  demands  for  dilapidations 
made  on  your  predecessor — ^by  whose  valuation  made 
— the  statements  made  by  yourself,  and  why — ^the 
total  sum  received,  and  how  and  when  applied^ — ^the 
total  receipts  for  timber  felled,  and  any  balance  in  hand 
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of  receipts  on  account  eîther  of  dilapidations  or  timber, 
and  how  to  be  applied. 

"  With  respect  to  buildings  for  out-brethren,  if  the 
revenues  to  which  tlie  brethren,  generally  speaking, 
are  entitled,  will  suffice  so  as  to  allow  of  an  increase  of 
coraforts  for  them,  they  are  assuredly  entitled  to  hâve 
it  applied  in  whatever  manner  the  visiter  shall  direct  ; 
bat  I  shall  always  maintain^  that  it  would  be  a  misap- 
plieation  of  the  profits  of  the  hospital — to  transfer  from 
the  pocket  of  the  master  more  than  the  brethren  are 
actually  entitled  to." 

The  Bishop  of  Durham  now  determined  on  visiting 
the  hospital  in  person,  accompanied  by  Mr  Philpotts, 
and  thus  notified  his  intention  to  Dr  Bell  : — 

"Durham  Castle,  Aug.  13,  1819. 

'*  My  dear  Doctor, 

"  Having  promised  Mr  Taylor,  when  I  saw  him  in 
London,  that  I  would  myself  take  an  opportunity,  during 
my  stay  in  Durham,  of  going  to  Sherburn  hospital, 
and  hearing  any  complaints  which  any  of  the  brethren 
may  be  désirons  of  making,  I  hâve  now  fixed  Mon- 
day  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  time  of  my  being 
there.  I  do  not  anticipate  the  probability  of  any  mat- 
ter  of  moment  being  urged  by  any  of  them  ;  but  I  wish 
you  to  hâve  the  earliest  notice  of  my  intention. 

"I  will  send  you  an  order,  as  you  request  in  the 
postscript  of  your  last  letter,  as  soon  as  it  is  prepared. 
Nothing  will  be  said  by  me  on  this  subject  on  Monday 
next,  as  it  is  désirable  that  Mr  Taylor  and  others 
should  not  be  apprised  of  what  is  intended. 

*'  I  am,  with  much  regard,  your  sincère  friend, 

«  S.  DUNELM." 
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To  thls  Dr  Bell  immediately  replîed  : — 

'^  Sherbuni  House,  Aug.  13,  1819, 
^*  Half-past  one  o*clock. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  It  has  been  greatly  my  wish  tbat  your  lordship 
should  see  wlth  your  own  eyes,  and  hear  with  your  own 
ears  aJl  that  concerns  this  hospital  and  me.  And  though 
I  dared  not  présume  to  ask  your  lordship  to  take  the 
trouble  of  coming  hither,  yet  I  rejoîce  exceedingly  at 
your  détermination.     I  bave  tbe  bonour,"  &c. 

On  tbe  day  wbîeb  tbe  bisbop  bad  appointed  for  bis 
Visitation,  ail  due  préparations  were  made  for  bis  récep- 
tion; and  about  noon  bis  lordsbip  and  Mr  Pbilpotts 
arrived  on  borseback,  baving  come  by  tbe  village  of 
Sbincliff,  instead  of  tbe  usual  road. 

After  some  preliminary  conversation,  it  was  arranged 
tbat  tbe  bretbren  sliould  be  assembled  in  tbe  drawing- 
room,  and  examined  by  tbe  bisbop  and  Mr  Pbilpotts^ 
and  tbat  neitber  Dr  Bell  nor  bis  cbaplain  sbould  be 
présent.  Tbis  was  immediately  done,  and  most  mi- 
nute enquiries  were  made  at  tbe  bretbren,  Mr  Pbil- 
potts taking  notes  of  their  replies.  At  tbe  conclusion 
of  the  examination  tbe  minutes  were  read  over  to  Dr 
Bell  and  bis  cbaplain,  who  were  called  into  the  room 
when  tbe  bretbren  bad  quitted  it,  and  tbe  bisbop 
expressed  bimself  perfectly  satisfied  tbat  tbe  diet, 
money  payments,  and  other  allowances,  made  to  tbe 
in-brethren  were  not  only  sufficient  but  superabundant. 
Dr  Bell,  bowever,  on  hearing  tbe  minutes  read,  sug- 
gested  that,  in  addition  to  the  préviens  enquiries,  tbe 
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brethren  should  be  asked^  when  they  returned  to  hear 
the  bisliop*s  décision,  "whether  the  society,  on  the 
whole,  had  at  any  time  fared  better,  been  better  treated^ 
or  been  more  peaceable,  orderly,  contented,  and  com- 
fortable."  This,  however,  was  overruled  by  Mr  Phil- 
potts. 

The  farmer  was  then  sent  for,  and  admonished  to 
take  care  that  every  thing  provided  for  the  brethren 
should  be  of  good  quality,  and  that  whatever  depended 
upon  him  should  be  properly  regulated.  The  bishop 
and  Mr  Philpotts  then,  after  having  again  seen  the 
brethren,  took  their  leave  ;  and  some  days  afterwards 
bis  lordship  transmitted  to  Dr  Bell  the  following 
minute  of  the  examination  of  the  brethren,  "  which," 
said  his  lordship,  in  the  accompanying  note,  ^^  was  so 
satisfactory  to  ail  parties  :" — 

*«  Sherbiirn  Hospital,  Aug.  16, 1819. 

"  Shute,  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham,  attended  by  his 
lordship's  chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  Philpotts,  this  day 
called  together  the  brethren  résident  in  the  hospital, 
and  asked  them  collectively  and  individually  the  fol- 
lowing question,  (the  master  having  retired  into  another 
room,  as  well  as  the  chaplain  of  the  hospital,  and  no 
person  being  présent  but  the  brethren  with  the  bishop^ 
attended  as  aforesaid.) 

*'  Whether  any  of  you  bave  any  complaint  against 
any  person  connected  with  the  hospital,  whether  mas- 
ter, chaplain,  nurse,  or  farmer,  or  others. 

"  No.  6. — John  Scott  complains  that  the  béer  is  very 
weak  and  sour  ;  says  that  it  would  be  good  if  it  were 
bonestly  brewed. 

"  No.  6.-^ohn  Robinson.  says  that  the  béer  which 
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the  men  hâve  is  not  so  good  as  it  would  be,  if  what  Dr 
Bell  allows  were  given  by  the  tenant  of  the  farm  ;  that 
the  allowance  is  ample  ;  there  is  nothing  to  complain  of 
when  Dr  Bell  is  hère  ;  the  fault  is  in  the  farmer,  who 
does  not  do  justice.  When  justice  is  done  by  the  fermer 
there  is  a  princely  allowance. 

'^  No.  9. — George  Watson  says  that  they  hâve  too 
little  bread  ;  that  they  hâve  only  7^.  per  week  for 
bread. 

"  (It  appears  that  twenty  years  ago  Is.  6d.  per  week 
was  fixed  as  the  payaient  for  bread^  cheese^  and  béer  ; 
and  the  brethren  do  not  understand  that  they  hâve  the 
option  of  receiving  the  allowances  of  thèse  articles  in 
kind  instead  of  such  weekly  payment.") 

'*  No.  9. — George  Watsôn  says  further,  that  he  feai-s 
matters  will  not  go  on  so  well  without  a  proper  person 
to  superintend  the  farmer. 

'*No.  10. — George  Shadforth  complains  that  the  al- 
lowance for  every  necessary  (except  the  suit  of  clothes) 
is  not  sufficient  :  the  allowance  is  £4,  lés.  per  annum. 
This  allowance  was  only  40s.  and  was  raised  by  the 
présent  master  to  the  présent  sum. 

"  No.  12, — Mark  Hopper  agrées  with  the  complaints 
stated  above. 

"  No.  13. — William  Saunders  says  the  same. 

''  Some  complaint  was  made  against  the  nurse  on  ac- 
count  of  her  temper;  but  nothing  in  particular  was 
alleged. 

"  The  above  was  read  over  to  the  fifteen  brethren 
now  in  the  hospital,  and  they  ail  admitted  that  it  is  a 
correct  report,  and  that  they  hâve  nothing  further  to 
say. 

'*  By  the  direction  of  the  lord  bishop,  his  chaplain 
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read  over  to  the  brethren  the  following  resuit  of  his 
enquiry  into  the  complaints  above  stated. 

'*  His  lordship  has  given  directions  tbat  the  béer 
shall  be  supplied  properly  in  future  by  the  farmer^  and 
that  ail  other  articles  of  provision  shall  be  enqiiired  into 
by  the  chaplain  of  the  hospital  in  the  master's  absence. 

"His  lordship,  on  enquiry,  finds  that,  besides  the 
Is.  6d.  per  week  for  bread,  cheese,  and  small  béer,  the 
présent  master  has  given  Is.  per  week  additional,  unless 
forfeited  for  misbeliaviour,  and  this  considération,  in 
his  lordship's  opinion,  satisfîes  this  complaint. 

^'  His  lordship,  on  enquiry,  finds  that  a  new  chaplain 
bas  recently  been  appointed  ;  from  whose  firmness  and 
intelligence  he  expects  that  he  will  be  equal  to  the 
charge  of  superintending  the  farmer  and  other  persons 
eonnected  with  the  hospital. 

"  His  lordship  is  of  opinion  that  the  allowance  of 
JS4, 14s.  per  annum  for  ail  necessary  articles  of  clothing, 
except  the  suit  of  clothes  with  which  the  brethren  are 
annually  fumished  by  the  master,  especially  when  con- 
fiidered  in  conjunction  with  the  other  superabundant 
allowances,  is  sufficient. 

"  The  brethren,  on  being  again  asked  whether  they 
had  any  thing  further  to.say,  expressed  themselves  botii 
satisfied  and  thankful. 

(Signed)  "  Shute  Dunelm,  Visiter." 

At  the  same  time  that  the  bishop  sent  the  minute  to 
Dr  Bell,  he  requested  to  be  fumished  with  the  names  of 
the  In  and  the  Out  Brethren,  specifying,  as  to  the  latter, 
theh*  âges  and  circumstances,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
the  bettcr  able  to  frame  a  new  ordinance.     The  doctor 
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accordînglj  drew  up  a  statement  on  thèse  points^  wfaicli 
he  forwarded  to  the  bîshop  on  the  3d  of  September  ;  and 
on  the  foUowing  day  he  dispatched  a  paper  to  his 
lordship^  in  which  he  recalls  to  his  attention  what  he 
had  stated  at  the  yisitation — ^that^  some  time  before^ 
on  complaints  being  made  of  the  provisions  and  of  the 
béer,  he  had  caused  a  strict  investigation  to  be  made, 
and  given  orders^  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
farmer,  that  two  brethren  should  see  the  méat  weighed 
every  day  before  it  was  dressed^and  also  that  they  should 
attend  the  brewings^  and  see  that  the  due  quantity  of 
malt  WBB  used  and  properly  brewed  ;  and  likewise  that 
the  master  and  also  the  chaplain  (sinçe  his  appoint- 
ment)  had  every  week  asked  the  brethren^  individually 
and  coUectively,  if  they  had  any  complaints  to  make, 
and  that  an  answer  in  the  négative  had  constandy  been 
retumed. 

In  the  coiu'se  of  a  few  days  the  bishop  wrote,  acknow- 
ledging  the  receipt  of  the  list  with  which  he  had 
requested  to  be  fumished^  and  which  he  said  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  show  to  Mr  Williamson  préviens  to 
framîng  a  new  ordinance.  This  document  was  now 
speedîly  prepared  and  transmitted  to  Dr  Bell,  with  the 
accompanying  laconic  note  : — 

«*  Auckland  Castle,  September  25, 1810. 

''  My  dear  Doctor, 

"  I  send  herewith  the  ordinance  which  I  informed 
you  my  temporal  chancelier,  Mr  Hopper  Williamson, 
was  desired  by  me  to  prépare.  I  am,  with  much  r^ard, 
your  sincère  friend, 

"  S.  DUNHLM.»' 
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Thîs  document  ran  thus  :— 

*^  Shute^  by  the  grâce  of  God  Bishop  of  Durham,  to 
the  Révérend  Andrew  Bell,  Clerk,  Doctor  of  Laws, 
Master  of  Christ's  Hospital  in  Sherburn,  near  Dur- 
ham ;  John  Stott,  William  Lister,  Bumop  Gargrave, 
John  Skinner,  and  the  rest  of  the  brethren — 

"  Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  27th  year  of  the 
reign  of  her  late   Majesty   Queen  Elizabeth,  Ralph 
Leaver,  clerk,  then  master  and  almoner  of  the  said  hos- 
pital, and  thirty  brethren,  then  there  résident,  were 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  Master  and  Brethren 
of  Ghrist's  Hospital,  in  Sherburn,  near  Durham.   And 
whereas  fifteen  brethren  only  (under  the  dénomination 
of  in-brethren,)  hâve  for  many  years  now  last  past 
resided  in  the  said  hospital,  and  the  remaining  fifteen 
brethren   (under  the  dénomination  of  out-brethren,) 
bave  been  permitted  to  réside  out  of  the  said  hospital, 
the  présent  buildings  there  being  insuffîcient  for  the 
résidence  of  thirty  brethren  :  And  whereas  it  appears 
to  us  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
act,  that  ail   the  thirty  brethren  should  be  résident 
within  the  said  hospitaJ,  now  therefore  know  ye,  that, 
by  virtue  and  in  exercise  of  the  authority  given  to  us 
by  the  said  act,  we  do  hereby  ordain,  order,  and  decree 
that  such  additional  buildings  shall  be  forthwith  made 
to  the  said  hospital,  as,  together  with  the  présent  build- 
ings there,  may  afford  convenient  lodging  for  the  whole 
number  of  thirty  brethren,  and  that  proper  fumiture 
shall  be  provided  for  such  new  chambers,  and  that  the 
expense  of  making  such  additional  buildings,  and  of 
providing  such  furniture,  shall  be  borne  and  paid  by 
the  said  Andrew  Bell^  out  of  the  principal  and  interest. 
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or  dividends,  of  certain  monies  received  by  him  from 
the  sale  of  wood,  some  time  since  eut  down  and  sold 
from  estâtes  belonging  to  the  said  hospital  in  the  parish 
or  parochial  chapelry  of  Ebchester,  or  elsewhere  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  and  which  monies  were  invested  in 
the  pubUe  funds  by  the  said  Andrew  Bell,  in  trust  for, 
and  for  the  use  of  the  said  hospital.  And  we  do  fur- 
ther  ordain,  order,  and  dècree  that,  when  the  additional 
buildings  herein  before  directed  to  be  made  shall  be 
completed  and  furnished,  ail  such  of  the  out-brethren 
of  the  said  hospital  as  shall  then  be  single  men  or  wi- 
dowers,  shall  thenceforth  make  their  résidence  within 
the  hospital.  And  we  do  further  ordain,  ordër,  and 
decree,  that  so  long  as  any  of  the  brethren  shall  con- 
tinue to  réside  out  of  the  said  hospital,  either  for  want 
of  chambers,  or  on  account  of  being  married  men,  or 
for  any  other  cause  to  be  approved  of  by  the  visitor, 
each  of  such  brethren  shall  be  paid  by  the  master  of 
the  said  hospital  the  sum  of  £20  yearly,  and  every 
year,  for  ail  manner  of  allowances,  by  four  equal  quar- 
terly  payments,  namely,  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  the 
24th  day  of  June,  the  29th  day  of  September,  and  the 
26th  day  of  December  in  each  year.  And,  finally,  we 
do  ordain,  order,  and  decree,  that  no  person  shall  here- 
after  be  appointed  a  brother  of  the  said  hospital  who  is 
not  a  single  man  or  widower.  Given  under  our  hand 
and  seal  the  26th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  of 
our  consécration  the  fîftieth,  and  of  our  translation  the 
twenty-ninth. 

(Signed)  "  Shute  Dunelm." 

Dr  Bell  immediately  transmitted  a  copy  of  this  ordi»- 
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nance  to  Lord  Kenyon,  and  with  it  a  summary  or  brief 
compendium  of  the  chief  grounds  upon  which  he  had 
acted,  in  declining  to  take  any  steps  which  materially 
altered  the  condition  of  the  hospital,  without  an  express 
ordinance  from  the  bishop. 

"  Ist,  That  the  statutes  of  Bishop  Chandler,  at  bis 
Visitation  a.d.  1735,  which  'rescinded  and  annulled  ail 
former  constitutions,  rules,  and  ordinances/  bave  been 
sanctioned  by  the  concurrence  of  every  subséquent  visi- 
ter, and  confirmed  by  the  practice  of  every  subséquent 
master,  and  are  now  alone  iii  force. 

"  2d,  That  thèse  statutes  détermine  that  the  number 
of  in-brethren  remain  the  same  as  before,  that  is,  fif- 
teen  in;  and,  of  course,  that  of  the  out-brethren  fifteen 
also. 

"  3d,  That  at  no  time  since  the  last  act  of  foundation, 
A,D.  1686,  nor  for  centuries  before,  bave  the  number  of 
eithcr  in  or  ont  brethren  exceeded  their  présent  num- 
ber of  fifteen. 

"  4th,  That  the  superabundant  order  of  provisions 
made  by  the  statutes  for  the  diet  of  the  in-brethren,  as 
well  as  their  pensions,  or  money  payments,  bave  had 
the  concurrence  of  every  visiter,  and  bave  been  handed 
down  by  the  invariable  practice  of  every  master,  with- 
out abatement  or  altération,  to  the  présent  time. 

^'  6th,  By  thèse  statutes  no  altération  was  made  in 
the  pension  or  money-payments  of  the  in  or  out 
brethren,  which  were  testified  to  the  bishop  to  be 
forty  shillings  a-year  each. 

"  6th,  Lastly,  That  the  présent  master  has  added 
to  the  pension  of  the  in-brethren  the  sum  of  £6, 6s.  6d., 
making  it  £?>  5s.  6d.  a-year  to  each  of  them,  the  ut- 
most  extent  to  which  he  thought  himself  warranted  in 
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going,  with  a  due  regard  to  their  health,  their  morals^ 
and  the  peace  of  the  establishment. 

'^  And  he  also  doubled,  at  once,  the  pension  of  the 
out-brethren,  having  raised  it  from  fortj  shillhigs  to 
four  pounds.  But  he  did  not  fcel  himself  at  liberty  to 
go  further,  beyond  the  statutes  of  ail  the  visîtors,  and 
the  practice  of  ail  the  masters  who  had  preceded  him/* 

"  I  am  very  glad  for  your  sake,"  writes  Lord  Ken- 
yon  in  reply  to  this  communication,  "  that  the  Bishop 
of  Durham  bas  given  bis  ordinance,  as  ail  responsibîlity 
is  now  removed  from  you.  I  think  very  differently 
from  the  bishop  on  the  subject,  both  as  to  its  justice 
and  policy.  His  ordinance,  however,  you  bave  very 
properly  called  for,  and  by  it  you  are  bound  to  act, 
You  bave  now  only  to  see  how  the  account  can  be 
made  ont  respecting  money  received  for  dilapidations, 
(from  which  the  £600  returned  to  Bishop  Dampier,  I 
conceive,  cannot  be  deducted,)  and  interest  on  it,  and 
from  the  Ebchester  timber-money,  and  interest  upon  it. 
When  thèse  accounts  are  clearly  made  out,  and  the 
sums  actually  expended  in  dilapidations  are  made  out 
also,  together  with  any  remainder  due  on  account  of 
dilapidations  which  existed  at  the  time  of  your  obtain- 
ing  the  mastership,  you  will  then  bave  to  submit  the 
case  to  your  bishop,  and  to  désire  his  directions  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  you  are  to  proceed,  on  the  conjoint 
principle  of  persevering  in  erecting  buildings  and  ad- 
mitting  more  in-brethren,  or  to  which  portion  of  that 
part  of  the  ordinance  you  are  to  give  a  priority.  It 
is  only  out  of  the  residue  of  dilapidation  and  tim- 
ber  money  that  you  are  called  to  do  any  thing,  ex- 
cept  increasing  the  out-brethren*s  allowances.     From 
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many  reasons  I  must  grieve  at  the  ordînance.  If  it  be 
right  now,  every  bishop  since  the  act  of  Ëlizabeth  bas 
been  much  to  blam^.  You  are  altogether  free  from 
blâme  ;  and  bave  acted  not  only  correctly,  but  llberally. 
I  trust  nothing  will  înduce  you  to  relinquish  the  hos- 
pîtal.  I  will  show  G.  W.  Marriot  ail  the  proceedings 
again^  and  no  doubt  he  will  ofFer  bis  best  criticisms. 
Your  statement  of  its  being  an  ecclesiastical  preferment^ 
in  the  way  in  which  it  is  so  meant  by  you,  appears 
to  me  very  proper/^ 

It  may  hère  be  mentioned,  that  the  bishop  was 
particularly  anxious  that  Dr  Bell  should  not  consider 
the  mastership  as  an  ecclesiastical  preferment;  and 
thus  remarks  on  this  point  in  one  of  bis  letters — ^'  On 
reading  again  your  letter  to  Lord  Kenyon,  I  perceive 
you  speak  in  it  of  the  mastership  of  Sherburn  hospital 
as  an  ecclesiastical  preferment.  AUow  me,  as  your  real 
£riend,  to  repeat  on  this  subject  the  caution  which  I 
suggested  to  you  on  the  16th  of  last  month.  Had  I 
considered  the  mastership  in  that  point  of  view,  when 
I  had  to  contest  with  the  Crown  the  right  of  patronage, 
I  should  not  bave  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  insist  on  the 
right,  and  in  conséquence  you  would  not  bave  been 
master." 

On  this  point,  which  was  one  tliat  materially  influenced 
Dr  Bell's  conduct,  Mr  Marriot's  légal  opinion  com- 
pletely  coincided  with  bis  own,  as  also  his  interpré- 
tation of  the  ordinance  : — ^^  I  take  it,**  he  writes,  *^  to 
be  clearly  a  part  of  the  act,  that  timber  money  from 
ecclesiastical  estâtes,  should  be  expended  in  repairs, 
and  that  for  no  other  purpose  can  it  be  eut.  Your 
statement  will,  I  trust^  be  very  soon  made  to  the  bishop, 
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by  which  he  will  see  that  the  repairs  already  made  and 
still  necessary^  and  actually  projected  before  the  tîmber 
was  eut;  require  the  whole  sum.  This  will  be  an  answer 
to  the  ordinanco  by  matter  oî  fact  ;  and  I  cannot  but 
regret  that  it  was  not  made  in  such  time  as  to  bave 
prevented  the  ordinance  from  being  issued/* 

Had  not  Dr  Bell  considered  the  hospital^  as  he  un* 
doubtedly  did,  in  the  light  of  an  ecclesiastical  preferment^ 
reqniring  little  if  any  résidence^  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  he  would  hâve  accepted  it.  The  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham's  remarks  upon  his  appointment  at  Hereford^  tend 
to  confirm  the  opinion^  that  his  lordship  did  not  désire 
fréquent  résidence  at  Sherburn.  '*  I  lament,'*  he  writes 
to  Dr  Bell  at  that  time,  *^  in  common  with  ail  your  per- 
sonal  friends,  and  those  of  your  System,  that,  you  are  so 
shackled  by  your  new  preferment,  and  that,  if  you  are  to 
be  distinguished  by  his  Grâce,  it  should  bave  been  by  a 
sinécure,  which  would  bave  left  you  at  Uberty  to  em- 
ploy  your  valuable  time,  as  it  bas  hitherto  been  em- 
ployed  since  you  became  master  of  Sherburn  hospitaL" 
And  in  another  letter  he  says, — "An  additional  two 
months'  résidence  is  matter  of  very  serions  concem  to 
myself,  and  every  other  friend  to  the  extension  and 
prosecution  of  the  Madras  System.  Had  I  been  aware 
of  the  very  large  proportion  of  your  time  which  would 
be  thus  lavished  away,  I  should  hâve  deprecated  your 
acceptance  of  the  preferment." 

Dr  Bell  now  began  to  think  of  leaving  Sherburn 
house,  as  it  was  too  late  in  the  year  to  commence  car- 
rying  the  bishop's  ordinance  into  effect,  as  concerned 
building  new  bouses  for  the  out-brethren  ;  and  haviiig 
heard  very  favourable  reports  of  the  scholastic  proceed- 
ings  at  St  Andrew's,  he  quitted  the  hospital  for  that 
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place  early  in  October.  There  he  remained  until  the 
end  of  the  month^  when^  havin j  visited  his  estâtes,  he 
returoed  to  Sherburn  house  on  the  lOth  of  November. 
No  sooner  had  he  arrived  there,  than  he  received  a  let- 
ter  from  the  bishop,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a 
successor  to  Mr  Ellison,  the  incumbent  of  Medomsley 
and  Ebchester,  who  had  lately  died. 

Nor  was  this  the  first  application  he  had  received  on 
this  point,  as  in  September  of  the  preceding  year  (1818) 
the  bishop  had  thus  wrîtten  to  him  : — "  Information 
reached  me  just  before  my  departure,  that  it  was  sup- 
posed  Mr  Ellison  could  live  but  a  short  time.  He  holds 
the  livings  of  Ebchester  and  Medomsley  ;  the  first,  by 
report  worth  about  £80  per  annum,  in  your  gift  ;  the 
second,  called  £100,  in  mine.  They  should  not  be 
separated  ;  as,  if  they  were,  each  would  not  afford  a 
maintenance  ;  and,  even  when  united,  but  a  slender 
one.  Having  a  worthy  man  in  view,  I  hâve  to  request 
that  you  will  consent  to  join  me  in  the  two  présenta- 
tions, when  the  vacancies  take  place." 

To  this  Dr  Bell  replied,  that  he  had  in  contem- 
plation what,  if  brought  to  bear,  might  prove  no  small 
boon  to  his  lordship's  diocess;  and  that,  when  the 
event  occurred  to  which  his  lordship  alluded,  he 
would  make  his  représentations  to  him  for  counsel  and 
advice. 

The  vacancy  having  now  occiured,  Mr  Bamford, 
who  was  then  chaplain  of  Sherburn  hospital,  made 
application  to  Dr  Bell  for  Ebchester,  which,  in- 
deed,  the  doctor  had  ail  along  intended  to  give  him 
when  it  became  vacant.  Mr  Bamford,  however,  was 
not  of  âge  to  obtain  priest's  orders,  and  this  threw  an 
obetade  in  the  way  of  his  being  at  once  presented  to 
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it.  Mean  tîme  the  bishop  wrote,  saying  that  îf  it  were 
Dr  Bell's  wish,  "  that  the  two  preferments  of  Medoms* 
ley  and  Ebchester,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late 
incumbent,  should  be  again  united  in  the  person  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  Clark,  not  long  since  chaplaîn 
of  Sherburn  hospital,"  h^  wmild  readily  give  his 
consent. 

Dr  Be\V&  answer  to  this  does  not  appear;  but  ît 
evidently  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  bishop's 
wishes,  as  it  drevr  forth  the  following  replyî-r- 

*^  MoDgewdl,  22d  November  1.819. 

^'  My  dear  Doctor, 

"  From  the  first  interview  which  I  had  with  Mr 
Clark,  about  two  or  three  years  ago,  I  took  my  mea- 
sure  of  his  understanding,  and  of  his  unfitness  for  the 
situation  in  which  you  had  placed  him.  This  opinion 
I  communicated  to  you,  but  without  its  producing 
the  effect  of  his  removal  till  enforced  by  me.  On 
the  ground  of  your  reluctance  to  part  with  him,  and 
on  this  solely,  I  was  induced  to  make  my  récent  pro- 
posai. 

*^  Of  Mr  Bamford,  from  what  I  personally  know, 
and  much  more  from  what  I  havo  heard  from  yourself 
and  others,  I  bave  formed  very  favourable  sentiments. 
But  the  patronage  of  the  hospital  I  consider  as  the 
rémunération  of  past  services,  not  of  those  which  com- 
menced  a  few  months  since,  and  which  he  cannot 
legally  receive  till  six  months  hence.  The  services  of 
the  chaplain,  while  in  office,  and  well  performed,  are 
to  be  remunerated  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  hospital 
liberally,  and  in  a  degree  equal  to  their  importance. 
Such  is  my  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject  :    I  wish 
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for  your  sake,  ît  may  be  yours,  before  ail  the  concerns 
of  the  hospîtal  are  brought  under  the  considération  of 
Parliament. 

^'  I  am,  my  dear  doctor,  with  much  regard,  youi; 
sincère  friend,         .         ,         .         .         ,         , 

''  S.  Dunelm/' 

Dr  Belles  month  of  résidence  at  Westminster  Abbey 
havîng  been  fixed  for  December,  he  had  gone  to  Lon- 
don  before  this  letter  reached  Sherburn,  and  this 
caused  some  delay  in  hîs  replying  to  it.  His  answer 
does  not  appear;  but  the  resuit  was,  that  Mr  Clark 
was  appointed  to  the  two  livings,  and  that  Mr  Bam- 
ford's  stipend  was  raised  from  jS70  to  £120  per 
annum,  besides  the  usual  allowance  of  the  field,  house^ 
&c. 

We  next  fînd  Dr  Bell,  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  of 
December,  thus  referring  to  the  bishop*&  intimation, 
that  the  affairs  of  the  hospîtal  might  soon  corne  before 
Parliament — 

^'  Conscious  of  having,  in  adminlstering  to  the  com- 
fort  and  well-being  of  my  brethren,  gone  beyond  the 
statutes  of  the  visitors,  and  the  précédents  of  the  great 
and  good  men  who  went  before  me,  and  had  restricted 
themselves  to  the  existing  ordinances  of  Bishop  Chand- 
1er,  no  one  can  be  more  desirous  that  the  affairs  of 
the  hospital  should  be  brought  before  FarUament  than 
myself. 

'*  May  I  then  be  allowed  to  request  that  your  lord- 
Bhip  will  be  pleased  to  faveur  me  with  an  early  intima- 
tion of  the  communications  to  be  made  to  ParUament, 
that  I  may  be  prepared  to  do  what  is  incurabent  on  mé 
for  the  bencfit  of  the  establishment  ?" 
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To  this  the  bishop  thus  replied,  much  to  Dr  Bell's 
surprise — 

"Mongewell,  7th  Dec.  1819. 

*^  My  dear  Doctor, 

'*  On  referring  to  copies  of  such  of  my  letters  to  you 
as  I  hâve  by  me,  I  can  find  no  expression  at  which  you 
can  bave  the  most  distant  cause  of  dissatisfaction  with 
me  ;  but  I  certainly  bave  with  you.  To  this  hour  you 
hâve  never  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  ordinance 
of  the  26th  of  September,  or  that  you  meant  to  comply 
■with  its  directions.  I  had  hitherto  concluded,  that, 
though  silent,  you  were  not  disobedient,  till  récent 
information  reached  me  that  one  of  the  out-brethren 
was  soliciting  charity. 

'^  Of  any  projected  proceedings  in  Parliament  re- 
spectîng  public  charities,  I  know  nothing  beyond  what 
fell  from  Mr  M.  A.  Taylor  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  on 
the  subject  last  session.  The  best  préparation  you 
can  make  against  any  attack,  will  be  by  executing  my 
decree. 

"  Rest  assured,  my  dear  doctor,  that  in  ail  that  bas 
ever  passed  between  us,  I  bave  proved  myself  to  be  your 
true  and  sincère  friend." 

Dr  Bell  immediately  vindicated  himself  from  the 
charge  of  not  having  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
the  ordinance,  and  the  bishop  wrote,  confessing  his 
mistake — 

'*  Mongewell,  lOth  Dec.  1819. 

*'  My  dear  Doctor, 

^'  I  readily  admit,"  said  he,  "  that  my  recollection 
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was  incorrect  as  to  your  not  having  notified  the 
receipt  of  my  ordinance  ;  but  it  was  correct  as  to  your 
leaving  me  in  a  state  of  ignorance  respecting  its  execu* 
tion.  I  never  expected  the  new  buildings  to  be  begun 
till  the  spring.  But  I  did  expect  to  be  informed  that 
you  were  Consulting  Mr  Binomie,  or  some  other  com- 
pétent person,  as  to  designs,  which  were  to  be  well 
considered,  and,  when  agreed  upon,  to  hâve  the  mate^ 
liais  purchased  and  prepared,  so  that  no  time  would  be 
lost  when  the  season  would  allow  them  to  be  begun, 
The  ordinance  was  signed  on  the  2dth  of  September, 
and  forwarded  to  you  on  the  26th.  The  first  quarter, 
therefore,  was  the  29th,  and  on  that  day  I  naturaUy 
supposed  you  would  give  directions  that  the  increased 
payments  should  commence.  It  is  my  wish  that  this 
mistake  should  be  rectified,  and  ten  pounds,  instead  of 
five,  given  to  each  of  the  out-brethren  at  Christmas, 
acquainting  them  with  the  reason  of  the  double  pay^ 
ment.  I  am,  my  dear  doctor,  with  much  regard,  your 
sincère  friend, 

^^S.  DUNELM." 

This  mandate  was  complied  with,  and  every  prépa- 
ration made  for  commencing  the  new  buildings  in  the 
spring. 
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CHAPTER  XLIX. 


Dr  Bell  goes  to  Hastîngs-^Père  Girard — Letter  from  Baron  de  Strandman — 
Applicatioii  for  a  Master  for  the  Madras  Afiylum — Ridlej  appointëd  to  the 
Ayr  Academy^-^Report  of  National  Society-^Dr  Bell  goes  to  Scotland, 
and  thence  to  Sherbum  Honse — Letter  to  the  Biahop  of  Durham^  and  his 
Lordship's  Answer — Remarks — Mrs  Rogers's  Death — Mr  Bamford  ap- 
pointëd General  Inspector  of  the  Dniliam  DiocesUn  Schoots — ^Dr  Bell  goes 
to  London — Présent  of  Sacramentai  Plate  to  the  Chapel  of  the  Central 
School. 


Dr  Bell  was  now  în  résidence  at  Westminster 
Abbey,  where  he  remained  until  the  beginning  of 
January,  when^  finding  himself  out  of  health^  he  went 
to  Hastings^  for  the  sake  of  sea  air  and  warm  bathing. 
Hère  he  took  lodgings,  and,  finding  several  of  his  old 
acquaintances  there^  his  time  passed  pleasantly.  Lord 
Folkstone  also  happened  to  be  then  staying  at  Has- 
tings;  and  though  hitherto  strangers  to  each  other^  and 
entirely  opposed  in  politics,  they  became  intimate  friends, 
and  spent  much  of  their  time  together.  Dr  Bell 
remained  at  Hastings  until  the  end  of  April,  when  he 
went  for  a  few  days  to  Brighton,  and  then  retumed  to 
town. 

For  some  time  past  his  friend  Père  Girard  had 
engaged  a  good  deal  of  his  attention.  It  will  be 
remembered  how  zealously  he  had  adopted  the  Madras 
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System  at  Friburg,  and  the  success  he  had  fnet  with 
had  now  called  down  upon  him  the  most  unjust  asper* 
BÎons.  He  accordingly  drew  up  a  long  and  very  inte-f 
resting  account  of  his  mode  of  proceeding,  especially  aç 
to  the  rehgions  instruction  given  in  his  school^  since 
he  had  been  particularly  accused  bf  adopting  a  Protes- 
tant System.  This  paper  he  transmitted  to  Dr  Bell, 
who  was  highly  delighted  with  it  ;  and,  while  at  Has- 
tings,  he  had  it  translated  by  some  of  his  friends  there, 
as  he  intended  to  publish  it.  This,  however,  was  not 
donc. 

He  also,  about  this  time,  received  agratifying  proof  of 
the  dissémination  of  the  Madras  System  abroad,  in  a 
letter  written  by  Baron  de  Strandman  to  Mr  Johnson, 
who  transmitted  to  him' the  following  translation  of  it  : 

••  Florence,  Dec.  10,  1819. 

«  Sir, 

'*  Your  letter  of  the  4th  of  May,  which  you  did 
me  the  honour  of  addressing  to  me  by  our  excellent 
friend  Mr  Greaves,  only  reached  me  last  night,  and  I 
hasten  to  express  to  you  my  most  sincère  acknowledg- 
ments.  The  agreeable  and  instructive  period  which  I  had 
the  happinesB  of  spending  in  London  in  your  society, 
and  in  that  of  the  vénérable  Dr  Bell,  bas  left  a  deep 
impression  on  roy  heart.  I  trust,  sir,  that  my  gratitude 
towards  you  for  the  pure  disinterestedness,  and  the 
generous^and  enlightened  zeal,  with  which  you  devoted 
so  large  a  portion  of  your  time  to  the  instruction  of  the 
four  pupils  who  were  then  confîded  to  my  care,  will 

only  cease  with  my  life 

"  Will  you  bave  the  goodness  to  présent  my  respect-* 
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fui  compliments  to  his  grâce  the  lord  Biahop  of  Durham, 
and  also  toDr  Bell^  whose  benevolent  and  important  dis- 
coveries  are  obtaining  more  and  more  zealous  admirera 
and  propagators  on  the  Continent  ?  Mutual  instruction 
îs  already  extending  its  benign  and  powerful  effects  over 
a  vast  portion  of  civilized  Europe.  We  hâve  just  been 
informed  that  the  same  System  has  been  adopted  in 
Spain  and  in  the  Papal  dominions.  The  Rev.  Father 
Girard  at  Friburg,  in  Switzerland,  has  fiilly  entered 
into  the  spirit  of  the  Madras  System  ;  and  the  extraor- 
dinary  success  which  has  attended  its  estabUshment  at 
Friburg,  serves  completely  to  réfute  those  ilUfounded 
objections,  which  hypocrites  and  nominal  philanthro- 
pists  are  continually  endeavouring  to  raise,  in  order  to 
depreciate  the  important  merits  of  this  invention.  I 
should  consider  it,  sir,  a  pleasing  task  to  write  to  you 
in  a  more  detailed  manner,  upon  a  subject  which  en- 
grosses much  of  my  attention,  and  which  I  hâve  greatly 
at  heart,  did  I  not  reasonably  suppose  that  the  public 
joumals  afford  you  every  information  respecting*  the 
development  and  progress  of  the  plan  of  mutual  instrucr 
tîon.  I  cannot,  however,  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of 
informing  you,  that  the  numerous  schools  of  this  kind 
established  at  Genevst,  Lausanne,  Turin,  Gênés,  Milan, 
Pisa,  and  Florence,  which  I  hâve  more  particularly 
examined,  are  greatly  distinguished  for  their  good 
order  and  strict  discipline.  The  school  of  Mr  Heard 
at  Homel,  who  spoke  of  you  wîth  much  grati- 
tude, is  in  fiill  vigour.  It  contains  300  children,  who, 
in  the  morning,  are  employed  at  school  in  mutual 
instruction,  and  in  the  aftemoon  at  différent  trades,  as 
locksmiths,  joiners^  shoemakers,  tailors,  &c. 
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''  With  much  respect,  I  hâve  the  honour  to  remaiii 
your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Baron  de  Strandman." 

Aletter  now  reachedDr  Bell,  which  interested  him  not 
a  little.  It  was  from  Madras,  and  contained  a  reqnest 
that  he  would  procure  a  master  for  the  Orphan  Aslyum 
there.  This  letter  will  not  be  uninteresting  to  the 
reader  : — 

"«Madras,  dOth  April  1819. 
''  Révérend  Sir, 

"  The  directors  of  the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras, 
being  sensible  that  you  must  ever  feel  solicitous  for  the 
welfare  of  that  charity,  hâve  instructed  me  to  commu- 
BÎcate  with  you  on  a  matter  most  essential  to  the  inte- 
rests  of  the  institution. 

*'  On  the  3d  of  the  présent  month  a  gênerai  meeting 
of  the  directors  was  held  at  Egmore,  at  which  the  Right 
Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Calcutta,  who  is  one  of  the 
vice-présidents  of  the  asylum,  was  présent. 

"  His  lordship,  in  his  place,  stated  to  the  meeting, 
that,  préviens  to  the  hour  of  assembly,  he  had  been 
eniployed  in  looking  into  the  state  of  the  school  disci- 
pline, and  that,  with  regret,  he  found  the  System  origi- 
nally  established  by  you  in  this  asylum  much  fallen  into 
decay. 

"  His  lordship  did  not  consider  it  to  be  necessary  to 
enquire  into  the  circumstances  that  may  hâve  led  to 
the  imperfections  which  he  noticed,  but  he  stated  the 
necessity  of  measures  being  taken  to  remedy  the  evil 
without  delay;  and  he,  therefore,  proposed  that  a 
schoolmaster,  capable  of  reviving  the  system^  and  add- 
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ing  ail  the  improvements  which  expérience  has  gîven 
to  it,  should  be  sent  for  from  England* 

"  His  lordsKip,  at  the  saûie  time,  expressed  his  confi- 
dence that  you  would  hâve  mueh  satisfaction  in  select- 
ing  an  instructôr  properiy  qualified. 

*^  The  directors  concurring  entirely  in  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  right  révérend  the  lord  bishop,  hâve 
direeted  me  to  communicate  to  you  their  wishes,  that 
you  would  favour  them  by  making  the  required  sélec- 
tion. A  married  man  of  about  twenty-five  years  of 
âge  would  be  preferred. 

'^  The  salary  proposed  to  be  glven  is  sîxty-three  star 
pagodas  per  ïnonth,  equal  to  £300  sterling  per  annum^ 
to  commence  from  his  entering  on  his  duties^  with  the 
addition  of  a  dwelling-house  ;  but  a  prospect  of  an  in- 
crease  of  salary  may  be  held  out  when  an  office  in  the 
institution,  at  présent  filled,  shall  become  vacant.  The 
schoolmaster  will  hâve  the  whole  charge  of  teaching  the 
boys,  in  number  about  300,  without  other  assistance 
than  such  as  may  be  derived  from  the  scholars  them- 
selves. 

"  The  application  will  be  made,  through  the  channel 
of  govcrnment,  to  the  honourable  the  court  of  directors 
to  grant  their  permission,  that  the  person  who  may  be 
selected  by  you  as  schoolmaster  of  the  Maie  Asylum 
may  proceed  to  Madras,  and  to  aflford  such  further  aid 
as  the  object  may  seem  to  désire.  The  sum  of  star 
pagodas,  125,  equal  to  £50  sterling,  will  be  allowed  by 
the  directors  of  the  asylum  for  the  schoolmaster's  outfit, 
and  also  the  sum  of  pagodas,  375,  equal  to  £l50  ster- 
ling, to  defray  ail  the  expenses  of  his  passage  to  Ma- 
dras, unless  in  the  event  of  any  aid  being  granted  by 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors,  which  shall  accor- 
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dîngly  be  deducted  from  the  said  passage-mdney,  leavîng 
the  directors  of  the  asylum  chargeable  only  with  the 
différence. 

*'The  directors  hâve  instructed  me  to  offer  their 
SLpdlogy  for  the  trouble  they  are  now  impoeing  upon 
you  ;  but  they  are  convinced  that  you  will  not  décline 
to  afford  them  your  able  aid  in  restoring  to  its  original 
purity,  that  source  from  which  has  issued  so  much  bene- 
fit  to  mankind. 

*'I  romain^  with  very  great  respect,  révérend  sir, 
your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

"Thomas  Maclean, 

^*  Secretary  to  the  Maie  Asylum/' 

A  copy  of  this  letter  was  immediately  sent  to  Lord 
Kenyon,  who  read  it  to  the  school  committee  of  the 
National  Society,  and  had  it  copied  and  entered  on  the 
minutes*  Both  bis  lordship  and  Dr  Bell  now  com- 
menced  making  enquiries  for  a  proper  person  to  under* 
take  the  situation,  but  it  was  some  time  before  one 
could  be  met  with.  Application,  indeed,  was  made  to 
Dr  Bell  by  the  two  masters  whom  he  had  severally 
procured  for  the  Foundling  and  Wilson's  hospital  in 
Ireland,  who  were  both  men  of  high  character  and  great 
expérience;  but  in  this  instance  their  very  fîtness  for 
the  situation  was  a  bar  to  either  of  them  obtaining  it. 
'*  What  will  be  said  of  me,  '*  the  doctor  more  than 
once  exclaimed  when  considering  this  subject,  "  if  I 
eend  either  of  them  to  Madras  ?  It  wiU  be  recorded 
that  Dr  Bell  planted  them  in  Ireland  with  his  own 
hand,  and  with  his  own  hand  he  took  them  away  again, 
by  which  he  caused  an  irréparable  loss.  We  hâve 
none  who  can  suflSciently  supply  their  place/* 
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Thls  mode  of  reasoning  was  hardly  just  towards  the 
individuals  concemed,  and  this  some  of  Dr  Bell's 
friends  thought  and  told  him  ;  but  when  he  had  once 
made  up  hls  mind  upon  any  point,  he  was  ail  but  im- 
moyable,  and  their  représentations  produced  no  cffect. 
Other  applications  were  made,  and,  at  last,  two  eligible 
candidates  having  appeared  of  the  name  of  Preston  and 
Gore,  Dr  Bell  wrote  to  the  directors.  of  the  East  India 
Company  stating  their  qualifications,  and  sajing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  should  fitter  persons  be  known  to 
any  of  the  court,  the  situation  was  still  open.  To  this 
it  was  replied,  that  the  directors  would  be  happy  to 
grant  permission  for  a  person  to  proceed  to  Madras, 
but  that  they  left  the  sélection  entirely  in  his  hands. 
The  resuit  was  that  the  latter  of  the  two  candidates 
was  chosen,  and  engaged  to  remain  for  five  years. 

About  this  time  an  application  was  also  made  to 
him  from  St  Andrews,  at  the  request  of  the  school 
committee,  by  Dr  Mudie,  who  informed  him  that  they 
were  likely  to  suffer  a  great  loss  in  Mr  Ridley,  who  was 
going  to  stand  for  the  situation  of  English  teacher  at 
the  academy  of  Ayr,  and  who  it  was  expected  would 
be  elected  ;  and  requested  that  he  would  look  out  for 
some  one  to  succeed  him.  Before,  however,  he  had 
had  time  to  make  sufficient  enquiries,  Mr  Ridley  was 
unanimously  elected  at  Ayr,  although  twenty-three 
other  candidates  appeared. 

Dr  Mudie  now  wrote  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  who 
was  then  at  Auckland,  requesting  him  to  send  them  a 
teacher  from  the  Barrington  school,  if  one  could  be 
found  fit  for  the  situation,  alleging  Dr  Bell's  being  in 
London  as  a  reason  for  troubling  his  lordship  per- 
sonally.     This  letter,  together  with  one  which  he  had 
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receîved  from  Mr  Rîdley  on  hîs  appoîntment,  the 
bishop  transmitted  to  Dr  Bell,  sayîng  he  was  sure 
they  would  give  him  equal  pleasure  with  himself. 

This  letter  Dr  Bell  soon  after  acknowledged,  and^ 
at  the  same  time,  transmitted  to  the  hishop  the  plans 
he  had  procured  for  the  new  buildings  to  be  erected  at 
the  hospital.  Nothing  more  of  importance  appears  on 
the  subject  of  Mr  Ridley's  successor  ;  but  the  resuit  was, 
that  a  master  of  the  name  of  Archer  was  appointed  by 
the  St  Andrew's  authorities. 

Mr  Ridley's  efforts  in  his  new  situation  were  no  less 
eminently  successful  than  they  had  been  at  St  Andrews; 
and  within  three  months  after  his  appointment,  on  an 
examination  taking  place,  the  strongest  testimony  was 
borne  to  the  admirable  effects  of  the  Madras  System. 

The  ninth  report  of  the  National  Society  had  now 
appeared  ;  but  as  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  Cen- 
tral  school  bas  been  so  corapletely  shown  by  the  ex- 
tracts given  from  the  preceding  reports,  it  îs  not 
needful  to  do  more  than  briefly  notice  its  continuance 
in  the  same  state.  Its  influence  as  a  training  school 
was  steadily  increasing,  and  emissaries  were  constantly 
being  sent  to  distant  countries.  During  the  past  year, 
a  negro  pupil,  who  had  been  received  more  than  two 
years  before,  at  the  request  of  the  African  company  of 
merchants,  had  returned  to  his  native  country  fiilly 
instructed  in  the  System.  Four  persons  were  also 
going  to  New  Zealand,  two  to  Sierra  Leone,  one  to 
Van  Dieman's  Land,  one  to  New  South  Wales,  and 
one  to  Bermuda  ;  and  a  native  of  New  Zealand,  and  a 
negro  from  the  Gold  Coast,  had  been  received  into  the 
school. 

The  report  also  stated,  that  a  most  important  acqui-» 
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BÎtion  had  lately  been  obtained  through  the  mnnificence 
of  an  individual,*  who  having  purchased  the  lease  of  the 
old  Episcopq.1  cbapel  in  Ely  Place,  and  fitted  it  up  for 
divine  worship  at  his  sole  expense,  consigned  it  over 
as  a  free  gift  for  the  uses  of  the  Central  school^  in 
trust  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop 
of  London. 

This  building  was  opened,  oq  the  23d  of  April,  by 
the  Bishop  of  London,  yrho  preached  before  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  and  many  other  distinguishcd 
persons;  an4»  from  that  tiniiB,  the  children  of  the 
Central  school  regularly  attended  there  on  Sundays, 
instead  of  at  the  school-room,  as  before. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned^  that  schools  had 
been  established  in  many  régiments  on  the  Madras 
System,  under  the  Duke  of  York's  patronage.  An 
.opening  had  now  been  made  for  a  similar  introduction 
.into  the  navy,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Morgan,  who,  having 
fierved  as  chaplain  successively  on  board  the  Tonnant, 
the  Asia,  and  the  Rochfort,  had  established  schools  on 
this  System  in  each  of  thèse  vessels,  and  in  the  latter 
under  the  particular  encouragement  of  the  admirai.  Sir 
Thomas  Freemantlo.  A  national  school  had  also  been 
formed  in  the  ships  in  ordinary  at  Portsmouth,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  commissioners  of  the  dockyard. 

We  must  now  follow  Dr  Bell  in  his  journey  north- 
ward  from  London,  which  he  left  about  the  end  of  June^ 
and  arrived  at  Sherburn  house  early  in  July.  Hère 
he  remained  about  a  fortnight,  when  he  proceeded  to 
Glasgow  and  Ayr  ;  from  thence  he  went  to  Inverary,  and 
then  returned  by  Loch  Lomond  to  Glasgow.  Hère  he 
remained  visiting  schools  until  the  9th  of  August,  when 

*  Josbua  Watson,  Esq. 
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he  went  to  General  Dirom's,  at  Mount  Annan,  Avhere, 
havîng  remained  a  few  days,  he  set  off  for  a  short  visit 
to  Ireland,  leaving  his  amanuensis,  who  almost  invari- 
ably  travelled  with  him,  at  the  gênerai 's.  Nothîng 
appears  concerning  his  proceedings  in  Ireland  ;  and 
in  about  ten  days  he  returned,  when  he  immediately 
set  off  again  for  Sherburn  house. 

Hère  Dr  Bell  remained  for  some  months,  and  paid 
much  attention  to  the  progress  of  the  new  buildings, 
which  were  rapidly  advaneing  towards  their  ôomple- 
tion  ;  and  in  September  we  find  him  writing  to  inform 
the  bishop,  that  they  would  ail  soon  be  ready  for  the 
réception  of  the  out-brethren.  This  letter,  and  the 
bishop's  reply  to  it,  will  not  be  found  uninteresting, 

'*  Sherburn  House,  Durham,  18th  Sept.  1820. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  I  hâve  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordship,  that 
the  new  buildings  for  fifteen  additional  in-brethren  are 
în  great  forwardness,  and  are  to  be  covered  in  by  Mar- 
tinmas,  by  which  time  lodgings  will  be  ready  for  the 
réception  of  the  out-brethren  who  are  unmarried  and 
admissible. 

^'  At  the  same  time  the  ma.ster  begs  leave  to  observe, 
that  his  préviens  opinion  as  to  their  option  is  in  some 
degree  realized. 

"  Though  the  new  lodging-rooms  hâve  a  range  of 
sheds,  and  other  accommodations,  of  which  there  was 
no  example  till  the  présent  master  made  the  late  addi- 
tions to  the  former  lodgings,  yct  several  of  the  out- 
brethren,  who  are  single  men,  and  entitled  to  admission, 
hâve  expressed  their  wish  to  be  allowed  to  remain  at 

VOL.  III.  R 
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their  own  homes,  on  their  présent  pension  of  £20 
a-year. 

''On  this  occasion,  andafter  a  delibeiate  review  and 
mature  considération  of  ail  the  circumstances  and  bear- 
ings  of  the  case,  the  master  again  humbly  submits  to 
the  patron  and  visiter,  whether  it  is  not  incumbent  on 
him  (the  master)  to  présent  a  mémorial  to  parliament, 
setting  forth  that,  by  revising  and  amending  the  act  of 
Elizabeth,  and  the  statutes  founded  on  it,  and  adaptii^ 
them  to  existing  circumstances,  and  to  the  exigendes 
of  Society  and  of  the  state,  this  charity  may,  without 
interfering  with  the  internai  economy  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  hospital,  as  they  hâve  ever  stood  since  the 
act  of  Elizabeth,  be  rendered  far  more  extensive  and 
bénéficiai. 

"  In  summing  up  and  closing  the  remarks  whîch  he 
has  had  occasion  to  make,  on  the  effects  of  the  late 
ordinance,  and  of  the  circumstances  with  which  it  was 
accompanied,  the  master  has  a  painful  but  paramounl 
duty  to  discharge,  which  is  eminently  due  to  his  diocesan 
and  visiter,  to  whom  the  Madras  System  of  éducation, 
and  its  author,  hâve  been  so  long  and  deeply  indebted 
for  his  early  patronage  and  support,  and  for  his  unex- 
ampled  munificence  in  founding,  endowing,  and  znain- 
taining  new  schools. 

''  The  late  ordinance  has  placed  him,  the  master^  in  a 
situation  of  which  he  could  not  possibly  hâve  enter- 
tained  the  most  distant  idea,  when  he  made  the  ex- 
change^oi  his  former  bénéfice  for  this  mastership,  nor 
even  after  he  had  held  this  office  for  ten  years,  during 
which  time,  and  for  centuries  before,  the  statutable 
establishment  of  the  hospital  had  remained  permanent; 
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yiz.  fifteen  in  or  résident^  and  fifieen  out  or  non-resi- 
dent  brethren  ;  nor  were  there  ever  lodgings  in  the 
hospita],  nor  stalls  in  the  chapel  for  more. 

^'  Neither  had  any  altération  been  made^  time  immé- 
morial^ in  the  stipends  of  the  out-brethren  till  the  pré- 
sent master  doubled  them.  He  aiso  more  than  trebled 
the  statutable  money-paymènts  of  the  in-brethren  as 
he  found  them,  and  did  every  thing  for  them  which 
was  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  their  heaith  and 
morals,  and  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  esta- 
blishment, the  success  of  which  is  manifested  by  their 
regular,  peaceable,  and  good  conduct 

^^  The  présent  master  alone  augmented  the  money- 
payments,  as  above. 

^'  Conformably  to  thèse  statutes  were  the  internai 
economy  and  arrangements  of  the  hospital  adapted  to 
Jifteen  résident  brethren.  The  new  ordinance,  by 
doubling  this  number,  has  made  no  small  innovation. 
The  master  does  not  hère  allude  to  the  large  proportion 
of  the  gênerai  disbursements,  which  are  thereby  nearly 
doubled,  much  less  does  he  allude  to  the  many  addi- 
tions which  himself  has  made  to  salaries,  stipends,  &c., 
nor  to  the  fat  ox,  which,  by  being  claimed  in  kind,  has 
cost  him  never  less  than  twice,  often  more  than  thrice 
the  immémorial  composition  paid  by  his  predecessors, 
except  at  the  first  assizes  after  the  induction  of  a  new 
master  ;  nor  does  he  allude  to  the  patronage,  in  every 
instance  given  up  by  him  ;  nor  to  any  other  offices  by 
which  it  has  been  his  constant  study  to  évince  his  de- 
votedness  to  his  patron  and  visiter. 

"  But  he  adverts,  as  in  duty  bound,  to  the  manner 
of  the  late  proceedings,  and  to  the  nature  of  the 
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affaire  which  the  new  statute  bas  requîred  hîin  to 
transact,  alike  foreign  to  hîs  habits,  overwhelmîng  to  a 
mind  worn  out  by  incessant  toil,  and  broken  down  by 
récent  events;  and  calculated  to  defeat  the  purpose 
for  which  thîs  préféraient  was  conferred  on  him  :  In 
which  respect  the  character  of  the  hospital  is,  in  bis 
estimation,  quite  feversed. 

'*  ufis  auspidious  as  the  mastershîp  was,  at  the  time 
of  bis  exchange,  to  the  prosecutîon  of  the  work  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  and  to  which  he  had  dévot  ed  the 
greatest  and  best  part  of  a  long  Ufe  ;  so  inauspicious  bas 
it  noW  beccfme  to  the  mighty  design  for  which  he  seems 
to  bave  lived,  and  to  tbe  consummation  of  which  he  is 
more  and  more  impelled,  by  the  inclination  of  bis  own 
mind,  and  the  t)rospect  of  ultimate  success;  and  to 
which  he  stands  pledged,  by  bis  voluntary  and  gratui- 
tous  services  fot  upwards  of  tbirty  years,  and  by  the 
imperatîve  dictâtes  of  public  duty,  as  far  as  every  man 
is  answerable  for  the  due  use  of  the  talents  with  which 
he  is  entrusted. 

"  In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  no  small  mortification  to 
him  that,  after  what  bas  passed,  he  cannot  with  hon- 
our  and  crédit  resign  bis  présent  situation,  except  by  a 
fair  re-exchange,  of  which  he  sees  not  the  most  distant 
prospect,  or  else  by  publicly  assigning  bis  reasons — a 
measure  to  which  he  is  little  înclined.  Otherwise  un- 
due  motives,  which  bave  already  been  more  than  hint- 
ed,  would  be  împuted  to  him,  as  bas  bappened  in  every 
âge  to  those  who  bave  dared  to  think  for  themselves, 
and  to  step  beyond  the  beaten  track  of  their  predeces- 
sors  and  contemporaries.  When  no  longer  in  possession 
of  the  officiai  means  of  vindicating  himself,  it  would  be 
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alleged,  not  wîthout  some  semblance  of  reason^  that  his 
object,  in  so  unnsual  a  procédure,  could  only  be  to  élude 
that  parliamentary  investigation,  of  which  so  much  bas 
been  said,  but  which  it  bas  ever  been  his  most  anxious 
wish  should  take  place. 

*'  In  fine,  if,  iu  this  recapitulation  and  summary,  I 
hâve  been  under  the  necessity  of  bringing  forward  cer- 
tain facts,  which  might  not  otherwise  bave  reached 
your  lordsbip's  ears,  but  with  which  it  seems  to  me  of 
no  small  moment  that  the  visitor  of  this  hospital,  and 
the  early  and  gênerons  patron  of  the  Madras  System  of 
éducation,  should  be  made  acquainted,  I  rest  assured 
that  your  lordship  will  duly  appreciajte  my  motives  in 
performing  an  indispensable  duty,  imperiously  called 
for  by  your  lordsbip's  wonted  goodness  and  condescen- 
sion  to  me,  by  the  public  and  private  functions  to  which 
I  stand  pledged,  and  by  the  circumstances  under  which 
I  am  placed. 

'^  I  believe,  my  lord,  that  neither  my  fi*iends  nor  my 
enemies  can  point  out  a  single  instance,  in  the  course  of 
your  lordsbip's  long  and  eminently  honourable  life,  in 
which  a  person,  once  under  the  protection  of  your  lord- 
ship, and  with  your  lordsbip's  continued  good  wishes 
graciously  expressed  to  him,  can  with  truth  tell  a  taie, 
which,  in  reality,  is  not  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
which  is  hère  told,  and  which,  in  the  présent  âge,  will 
hardly  gain  crédit,  or  else  be  regarded  as  a  heavy  in- 
fliction  for  some  flagrant  mal-administration  of  the  office 
committed  to  him,  who  had  gone  beyond  ail  his  prede- 
cessors  in  the  provision  which  be  had  made  for  the  con- 
veniences,  the  comforts,  the  good  order,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  brethren  of  this  hospital. 

'*  I  bave  the  honour,"  &c. 
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To  thîs   the  bishop   returned   the  foUowîng  brief 
reply — 

"^  Moiig«w«U,  SOth  September  1820. 

"  My  deax  Doctor, 

^*  I  hope  you  do  not  expect  what,  at  my  very 
advanced  age^  and  with  a  certain  quantity  of  goût  in 
both  hands^  1  am  incapable  of  performing,  viz.  retum- 
ing  an  answer  in  any  degree  proportionate  to  the 
length  of  your  letter.  To  the  only  material  part  of  it — 
your  question,  whether  it  is  not  incumbent  upon  you  to 
présent  a  mémorial  to  parliament  to  amend  the  act  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  I  reply,  that  you  will  pursue  such 
measures,  in  that  respect,  as  you  shall  think  fit  ;  but 
you  must  not  consider  me  as  concurring  in  them. 
Whatever  unpleasant  circumstances  may  hâve  arisen, 
either  to  yourself  or  some  of  the  présent  out-brethren, 
by  the  altérations  which  hâve  been  made  by  me  as 
visiter,  I  feel  that  I  hâve  done  my  duty  in  following  the 
very  able  advice  of  my  very  able  temporal  chancelier. 

'^  I  am,  my  dear  doctor,  with  true  regard,  your  sin- 
cère firiend, 

''  S.  DUNELM." 

Anxious  as  Dr  Bell  had  been  to  bring  the  afiairs  oî 
the  hospital  before  parliament,  this  expression  of  the 
bishop's  wishes  prevented  him  fi"om  doing  so,  and  hère 
the  matter  rested  for  some  time.  On  the  précise  merits 
of  the  whole  case,  I  do  not  présume  to  give  an  opinion. 
I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  remarking,  that  the 
course  pursued  towards  Dr  Bell  was  at  least  extraor- 
dinary,  if  not  unprecedented.  He  accepted  the  mas- 
tership,  on  the  understanding  that  ail  things  would 
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remain  as  they  had  liitherto  been.  No  complaints 
appear  to  hâve  been  made  against  Dr  Dampîer^  or 
his  predecessors,  either  for  non-residence,  or  for  non- 
fiilfihnent  of  the  statutes  ;  nor  was  it  made  a  part  of 
the  conditions  on  whîch  it  was  offered  to  Dr  Bell^ 
that  he  should  so  widely  alter  the  internai  arrange-» 
ments  of  the  hospital.  However  the  doctor  may  hâve 
erred^  he  certainly  acted  in  a  bold  and  straight- 
forward  manner;  and  his  earnest  and  often-repeated 
wish^  to  hâve  the  whole  affair  brought  before  parliar 
ment^  was  at  least  a  proof  that  he  did  not  shrink  from 
the  public  eye. 

The  value  of  the  préféraient  was  stated  to  be  of  a 
certain  amount  when  it  was  offered  to  him^  and  upon 
tkis  supposition  he  accepted  it^  and  resigned  the  living 
of  Swanage^  which^  it  will  be  remembered,  was  at  his 
request  presented  by  Mr  Calcraft  to  a  nominee  of  the 
bishop.  No  hint  was  given  that  it  would  even  be 
désirable  to  admit  the  out-brethren  ;  and^  as  bas  been 
seen^  their  condition  was  materially  improved  by  Dr 
Bell  soon  after  his  appointment.  Mr  M.  A.  Taylor 
visited  the  hospital^  and  threatened  to  bring  it  before 
the  notice  of  parliament.  Glaring  abuses  now  flashed 
upon  the  bishop's  mind^  and  forthwith  a  conunission 
was  issued^  a  lawyer's  opinion  taken,  and  the  master 
was  at  once,  not  requested^  but  requhred^  to  make 
altérations  which  most  materially  affected  both  the 
dutiee  and  the  revenues  of  the  hospital.  Thèse  are  the 
simple  facts  of  the  case^  and  from  them  I  leave  the 
reader  to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

It  will  be  recoUected  that^  some  time  back^  men- 
tion was  made  of  the  résignation  of  Mrs  Rogers^  who 
had  been  so  long  and  efficiently  mistress  of  the  Central 
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school^  and  of  her  appointment  to  a  school  under  Dr 
Moore.  Information  now  reached  Dr  Bell^  from  Mr 
Johnson^  of  her  death^  which  greatlj  affected  him. 
*'  The  melancholy  event,"  he  writes,  in  reply  to  Mr 
Johnson^  ^  which  you  so  feelingly  déplore,  is  deeply 
afilictive  to  me.  By  the  death  of  Mrs  Rogers  we  hâve 
lost  one  of  the  earliest,  ablest,  and  most  zealous  coad- 
jutors  in  the  work  of  national  éducation.  Eminently 
gifted  for  the  task,  in  which  she  «ngaged  with  ail  her 
heart  and  soûl,  her  services  to  the  nation  and  to  the 
National  Society,  at  the  interesting  period  when  you 
and  she  entered  on  your  momentous  charge,  can  nerer 
be  sufficiently  estimated.  Her  immédiate  success,  and 
the  extenfiiye  u^efulness  of  her  able  and  anxious  labours, 
were  but  partially  felt,  and  but  ill  requited  while  she 
was  living.  Something,  I  trust,  will  be  done,  now  that 
she  is  gone,  to  bear  public  testimony  to  her  great 
talents  and  eminent  services,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  so  great  a  benefactress  to  her  country,  in 
which  I  may  be  allowed  to  contribute  my  part.  If  I 
were  to  take  the  lead  in  any  public  work,  it  would  be 
in  this." 

Mrs  Rogers  appears  to  hâve  felt  deeply  on  leaving  the 
Central  school,  and  to  hâve  been  very  keenly  alive  to 
the  kindness  or  imkindness  of  those  connected  with  it. 
This  strongly  appears  from  her  constantly  carrying 
about  with  her  a  letter  which  she  received  from  Dr 
Bell  after  her  résignation,  expressive  of  his  regard  for 
her,  and  which,  on  her  deathbed,  she  requested  might 
be  placed  in  her  coffin. 

There  was  some  probability,  at  this  time,  that  the 
Central  school  would  be  deprived  of  Mr  Johnson's 
valnable  services.    The  Bishop  of  London  had  présent* 
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ed  him  with  the  rectory  of  St  Clémentes,  Easteheap, 
and  he  was  in  doubt  as  to  whether  he  ought  to  resign 
his  présent  situation  or  not.  It  appears^  however^  tliat 
it  was  by  no  means  the  bishop's  wish  that  he  should  do 
so  ;  and  on  Dr  BelPs  strongly  urging  him  to  remain,  he 
gaye  up  ail  thoughts  of  resigning  for  tlie  présent. 

During  Dr  Bell's  sojourn  at  Sherburn  house^  where 
he  remained  a  great  part  of  the  summer  and  autumn^ 
several  letters  passed  between  himself  and  the  Rev.  T. 
Baker  of  Whitburn,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a 
gênerai  inspecter  of  the  Madras  schools  throughout  the 
diocess  of  Durham,  many  of  which  were  much  in  want 
of  such  superintendence.  Mr  Baker^  being  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Diocesan  School  Society^was  requested 
to  communicate  with  Dr  Bell  on  tliis  subject,  and  accord- 
ingly  wrote  to  him  to  propose  that  Mr  Bamford  should 
be  appointed  gênerai  inspecter^  as  by  £a.r  the  fittest  per- 
son  that  could  be  found  for  this  office.  To  this  pro- 
position the  doctor  at  first  objected^  as  calculated  to 
take  Mr  Bamford  too  much  away  from  his  duties  at  the 
hospital  ;  but  on  its  being  clearly  shown  to  him  that 
this  need  not  be  the  case,  and  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  efficiently  supplying  Mr  Bamford's  place 
during  the  short  intervais  of  his  absence,  he  afterwards 
concurred  in  it,  though  with  some  reluctance,  and  the 
appointment  was  accordingly  made.  Mr  Bamford's 
expenses  were  to  be  defrayed  by  the  committee  ;  but 
no  pecuniary  advantages  resulted  to  himself  from  under- 
taking  this  additional  and  important  duty. 

On  the  7th  of  December  Dr  Bell  left  Sherburn 
house,  and  after  staying  about  ten  days  at  Keswick, 
proceeded  to  Gredington,  where  he  remained  for 
nearly  a  month  ;  from  theuce  he  went  on  a  visit  to  Mr 
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Bather's^  at  Meole  Brace,  near  Shrewsbury,  and  then 
proceeded,  via  Hereford,  to  London^  where  he  took 
lodgîngs  in  Somerset  Street,  Portman  Square. 

We  hâve  seen  tliat,  through  the  generosity  of  Mr 
Watson,  a  place  of  worship  had  been  especially  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  Central  schooL  On  Dr  Bell's 
being  înformed  of  this,  he  had  requested  permission  to 
présent  to  it  the  service  of  sacramental  plate  which  had 
been  sent  him  by  his  original  pupils  at  Madras,  and  this 
offer  was  gratefuUy  accepted.  When,  however,  enquiry 
was  made  for  the  plate,  it  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  The 
doctor  having  no  fixed  place  of  résidence,  it  had  been 
entrusted  to  one  of  his  friends,  who  had  since  changed 
his  résidence,  and  it  was  not  recollected  what  had  been 
donc  with  it.  At  this  loss  (as  it  was  then  thought  to 
be)  Dr  Bell  was  considerably  annoyed.  He  determined, 
however,  on  retuming  to  town,  to  hâve  a  fac-similé 
made,  and  to  présent  it  to  the  chapel,  instead  of  the 
original.  Some  little  diffîculty  at  first  attended  this, 
as  no  one  could  clearly  remember  the  exact  form  or 
the  inscription  ;  and  it  was  also  necessary  to  obtain 
the  formai  consent  of  Captain  Raitt,  (to  whom  had 
been  entrusted  the  purchase  of  the  original  service,) 
in  order  that  Dr  Bell  should  refund  the  sum  of  money 
which  had  been  transmitted,  and  that  another  ser- 
vice, similar  in  every  respect,  should  be  made.  This 
was  soon  done;  and  Captain  Raitt  recollecting  the 
name  of  the  silversmiths  whom  he  had  before  employed, 
and  who  had  the  pattems  by  them,  a  new  service,  an- 
swering  in  ail  respects  to  the  original  gift,  was  obtained 
and  presented  to  the  chapel. 
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CHAPTER  L. 

Conférence  at  the  Bishop  of  Darham'fl— Clftssical  School  at  Hanwell — 
Training  Masters— Sherbum  Hospital — ^Durham  School  Prizes — ^Mr  Da- 
vies — Dr  Bell  goes  to  Scotland,  and  puts  hifi  lestâtes  there  in  order — Goes 
to  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  thence  to  Sherbum  House — ^Letter  ftom  Lord 
Kenyon — The  Doctor  goes  to  London — His  Manual  publiahed — Mr  Davies 
— ^Dnrham  School  Prises — Sir  James  Langham's  Donation — ^the  Doctor 
viâtB  Sherbum  Hous^  and  retums  to  London. 

The  affairs  of  Sherbum  hospital  still  kept  possession 
of  the  doetor's  mind  ;  and,  in  the  foUowing  May,  he 
MTote  to  the  bishop,  requestîng  to  be  favoured  with  '*  a 
copy  of  the  original  minute,  as  taken  at  the  hospital, 
of  the  answers  of  the  brethren."  This  document, 
however,  the  doctor  never  obtained,  the  bishop  stating 
that  he  was  unable  to  fînd  it.  Dr  Bell  now  also  drew 
up  a  statement  of  the  grievances  to  which  he  conceived 
he  had  been  subjected,  whîch  it  was  proposed  should  be 
referred  to  arbîters.  Accordingly  a  meeting  took  place 
at  the  bishop's  résidence  in  Cavendish  Square,  at  which 
Dr  Gray,  Lord  Kenyon,  and  Dr  Bell  attended.  Of 
this  conférence  the  foUowing  memoranda  were  pre- 
served  : — 

**  16,  Cayendisb  Square,  May  7,  1821. 

**  When  Dr  Bell  read  a  brief  statement  of  com- 
plaints,  on  his  part,  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  his 
lordship  proposed  to  refer  them  to  Dr  Gray,  preben- 
dary  of  Durham;  and  Dr  Bell  proposed  to  associate  with 


268  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

hîm  Lord  Kenyon.  On  the  7th  of  May  a  meeting  was 
held  at  the  bishop's  in  Cavendish  Square,  when  Dr 
Bell  gave  in  his  statemeiit  in  writing. 

"  The  bishop  replîed,  that  he  would  not  advise  Dr 
Bell  to  make  it  public,  as  he  might  be  a  loser,  and  could 
not  be  a  gainer.  The  arbiters  said,  they  could  not 
give  any  opinion  on  the  points  stated  but  at  the  bishop's 
désire;  and  could  not  enter  into  any  question  as  to 
others,  without  theîr  concurrence;  and  that,  under  thèse 
circumstanoes,  the  arbiters  were  of  opinion  that  there 
could  not  be  any  use  in  a  référence  to  them,  as  it 
appeared  distînctly  from  the  bishop's  acknowledg- 
ment,  that,  from  the  examination  taken  at  the  hospi- 
tal»  ample  allowances  in  ail  respects  were  made  by  Dr 
Bell,  and  that  there  was  no  ground  for  imputing  to  hîm 
any  neglect  of  his  duty  towards  the  brethren  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  he  had  allowed  them  more  amply  than 
any  of  his  predecessors." 

Hère  the  référence  ended,  nor  was  any  more  satis- 
factory  resuit  arrived  at. 

Another  classical  school  was  now  commenced  on  the 
Madras  System  by  Dr  Bond,  at  Hanwell,  to  which  Dr 
Bell  paid  much  and  earnest  personal  attention,  and 
which  seems  to  hâve  fuUy  realized  his  expectations. 
"  Our  success,"  Dr  Bond  writes  some  time  after  to  the 
doctor,  "  bas  completely  verified  your  prédictions,  and 
exceeded  my  utmost  hopes.  We  hâve  already  fifty-two 
as  fine  well-disposed  little  fellows  as  ever  herded  in  a 
school-room."  This  school,  indeed,  continued  to  suc- 
ceed  admirably  until  the  death  of  Dr  Bond,  which  took 
place  a  few  years  afterwards. 

The   Tenth  Report  of  the  National  Society  now 
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appeared.  I  hâve,  however,  so  fuUy  shown,  by  extracts 
from  the  preceding  reports,  how  successful  both  the 
Central  school  and  the  Society  itself  had  been,  and 
how  widely  its  influence  was  extending,  that  I  need 
not  do  more  than  thus  briefly  notice  the  continuance 
and  increase  of  their  endeavours  and  success. 

One  point,  indeed,  there  was  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  Central  school,  which  did  not  give  such  gênerai 
satisfaction  as  the  others  ;  and  which,  as  I  hâve  before 
remarked,  had  always  been  a  hinderance  to  its  progress. 
This  was  the  management  of  the  training  masters  and 
mistresses,  who  were  now  thought  to  be  ''  the  only  un- 
happy  beings  in  the  school."  Dr  Bell,  accordingly, 
determined  on  a  thorough  reformation  in  this  respect 
bcing  set  on  foot,  and  drew  up  a  new  set  of  rules  for 
this  purpose,  '^  taking  blâme  to  himself,"  as  he  expressed 
it,  "  for  not  having,  at  an  earlier  period,  produced  a 
digested  proposai  to  remedy  the  defects  which  he  has 
so  long  felt  and  deplored." 

This  plan  was,  that  certain  classes  should  be  set 
apart  for  the  instruction  and  training  of  masters  ;  that 
each  master  in  succession  should  remain  in  charge  of 
one  of  thèse  classes  for  a  given  time,  at  the  end  of 
which,  the  summary  of  his  report  of  its  comparative 
progress  and  state  should  be  read  ;  and  that  a  brief 
examination  should  take  place  in  the  présence  of  ail 
the  masters,  when  each  was  to  be  ranked  in  the  list  of 
candidates  for  pay,  and  for  recommendation  to  a  school, 
according  to  his  conduct,  and  the  progress  of  the  class 
which  had  been  under  his  charge. 

It  was  then  especially  recommended,  "  That  the  mas- 
ter should  be  also  well  cxercised  in  the  examination  of 
the  higher  classes,  in  the  meaning  of  what  they  read, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  their  religions  principlcs — the 
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great  articles  of  Christian  faith  and  doctrine^  in  which 
they  were  instructed.*' 

During  the  doctor's  présent  stay  in  London^  the 
coronation  of  George  the  Fourth  took  place,  and  by 
yirtue  of  his  stall,  he  attended  with  the  dean  and 
other  prebendaries  in  the  procession,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  morning  had  to  pass  through  a  door  at  which 
the  Queen  was  waiting,  having  been  refused  admittance 
to  the  abbey.  On  approaching  the  door  he  heard  some 
one  say,  "  Dr  Bell,  please  your  naajesty,"  when  he  be- 
came  alarmed  lest  she  shoidd  ask  him  to  allow  her  to 
enter.  There  was,  however,  no  retreat  ;  and  he  hurried 
on,  bowing  to  her  majesty,  hat  in  hand,  till  he 
reached  the  door,  when  he  quickly  entered,  leaving  her 
ontsîde.  Among  other  perquisites  on  this  occasion, 
he  obtained  part  of  a  rich  carpet,  some  lamps,  the  gold 
covering  of  the  coronation  chair,  &c.,  which  he  used 
long  after  to  exhibit  as  valuable  relies. 

Towards  the  end  of  July,  he  quitted  London  and 
proceeded  without  delay  to  Sherburn  house,  travelling 
alone,  his  amanuensis  having  gone  by  sea  to  Sunderland 
on  account  of  his  health,  which  was  already  beginning 
to  suffer  from  the  unremitting  labours  to  which  he  was 
subjected.  Dr  Bell's  visit  there  on  this  occasion  was 
but  a  brief  one,  his  residentiary  month  having  been  fixed 
for  September:  so,  having  inspected  many  of  the 
schools  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  reported  favoiu:- 
ably  of  them  to  the  bishop,  he  again  returned  to 
London.  He  had  not,  however,  his  usual  duties  to 
perform  at  the  abbey  on  this  occasion^  the  scaffolding 
&c.,  which  had  been  erected  there  for  the  coronation, 
not  having  been  removed  sufficiently  to  admit  of  service 
being  resumed.  His  month  of  résidence  having  ex- 
pired,  he  went  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  where  he  remained 
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for  about  six  weeks^  busily  engagea^  as  UBual^  in  visiting 
ail  the  schools  within  his  reach. 

The  new  buildings  at  Sherbum  hospital  had  now 
been  finished  for  some  time;  they  were  erected  upon  the 
same  plan  as  the  former  ones^  at  an  expense  of  upwards 
of  £1000,  and  were  very  commodious  and  substantial. 
Of  their  completion,  Dr  Bell  now  wrote  to  inform 
the  bishop,  but  stating  that  he  thought  it  would  not  be 
safe  for  the  brethren  to  inhabit  them  till  Michaelmas, 
when  ^'  ail  who  were  admissible,  were  ordered  to  take 
possession." 

He  then  begged  leave  to  submit  a  statement  of  the 
revenues  of  the  hospital,  as  they  had  been  on  the  aver- 
age  of  late  years,  and  as  they  were  computed  under  the 
new  ordinance  when  it  should  come  into  full  effect  by 
the  death  of  the  married  brethren,  or  of  their  wives  ; 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  money  which  had  been  ex- 
pended  on  repairs  and  buildings.  ^'From  this,"  he 
continued,  ^'  it  wiU  be  seen  that  this  branch  of  outlay 
bas  been,  and  is,  progressive.  But  the  extent  of  future 
improvements  cannot  be  easily  ascertained,  much  less 
estimated.  Some  are  in  hand,  some  in  contemplation,  and 
others  proceed  with  the  course  of  time.  There  has  been 
at  no  time,  any  omission  of  whatever  was  of  immédiate 
exigency  or  utility,  except  in  the  eyes  of  those  who 
consider  as  such  the  ornamental  part  of  the  master's 
house,  and  look  at  the  temporary  inattention  by  those 
on  the  spot  to  an  accidentai  leak  in  the  roof,  or  rents  in 
the  paper,  which  was  allowed  for  one  winter  to  hang  in 
tatters,  and  of  other  matters,  of  no  moment  to  any  but 
the  master  himself  ;  and  which  those  who  study  their 
own  Personal  comfort  would  hâve  begun  with,  but 
which  will  be  the  last  which  I  shall  take  in  hand,  what- 
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ever  observations  on  tbis  conduct,  on  my  part^  may  be 
made  by  tbose  who  foUow  a  différent  rule  of  proceed- 
îngs,  and  prefer  splendour  to  utiiity/' 

The  bishop  did  not  trouble  himself  to  examine  thèse 
statements,  merely  remarking,  when  he  acknowledgod 
the  receipt  of  them,  that  he  thonght  it  un^necessary  to 
do  80  ;  but  that  the  doctor  '*  would  do  well  to  hâve 
such  accounts  prepared  from  time  to  time^  if  any 
satisfaction  accrued  to  him  from  them." 

The  house?  being  considered  fit  for  the  réception  of 
the  out-brethren  at  Martinmas,  ail  who  chose  and  were 
admissible^  vrere  received  into  the  hospital^  and  were 
allowed  for  their  maintenance  £24t  per  annum^  toge- 
ther  with  the  conditional  shilling  per  week  for  good 
conduct,  and  a  suit  of  clothes.  This  was  a  différent 
arrangement  from  that  which  existed  in  respect  to  the 
other  brethren,  who  were  mmntained  by  the  farmer, 
Dr  Bell  paying  him  so  much  per  annum  for  each. 

Only  six  brethren  were  taken  in  at  this  time,  nîne 
still  remaining  out-brethren.  Of  thèse  some  were  mar- 
ried  men,  which  of  course  prevented  their  admission  ; 
there  were,  however,  several  single  men  among  them, 
who  preferred  receiving  £20  a-year  out  of  the  hospital 
to  becoming  in-brethren. 

During  Dr  Bell's  présent  visit  to  Tunbridge  Wells, 
he  received  the  foUowing  gratifying  address  from  the 
in-brethren  of  the  hospital. 

"  Sherburn  Hoase,  October  7,  1821. 

"  Rev.  Sir, 

'*  We,  the  in-brethren  of  Sherburn  hospital,  im- 
pressed  with  gratitude  for  your  paternal  and  benevolent 
care  in  augmenting  our  pecuniary  allowances  beyond  ail 
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précèdent^  in  multiplying  our  comforts,  and  promoting 
our  happinesS;  beg  leave  to  présent  to  you  our  sincère 
and  hearty  thanks.  Your  unexampled  attention  to  our 
gênerai  situation — ^your  kind  enquiries  and  condescend- 
ing  civilities — ^your  affectionate  and  impressive  exhor- 
tations to  love  one  another — ^your  anxious  solicitude  for 
tlie  excellence  of  our  daily  provisions — strongly  demand 
this  testimony  of  tlie  sensé  we  entertain  of  your  justice 
and  benevolence.  The  only  return  we  can  make  îs  to 
show,  by  our  conduct,  that  if  not  worthy,  we  are  at 
least  deeply  sensible,  of  your  tender  regard. 

"  By  practising  the  virtues  of  brotherly  love — ^by 
daily  bearing  in  mind  your  kind  superintendence — ^by 
cheerfuUy  perfonning  our  duty  of  prayer  and  praise  to 
God — ^we  hope  to  pass  the  remainder  of  our  lives  in 
gratitude  and  peace,  calmly  waiting  for  that  hour,  which 
cannot  be  far  distant,  when  we  shall  leave  this  earthly, 
for,  we  trust,  a  heavenly  asylum  ;  when  this  temporal 
foretaste  of  tranquillity  shall  be  changed  into  that  joy- 
fiil  rest  which  is  uninterrupted  by  mortal  infirmities, 
and  unbounded  by  the  limitations  of  time.  May 
your  labours,  Rev.  Sir,  in  the  cause  of  the  young, 
as  well  as  your  care  for  the  aged,  be  crowned  with 
succesB  ;  and  may  your  years,  like  ours,  find  peace  at 
the  last. 

"  We  remain,  Rev.  Sir,  with  great  déférence,  your 
very  grateful  and  dutifiil 

'*  In-Beetheen  of  Sherbubn  Hospital," 

This  was  signed  by  the  fifteen  original  in-brethren— 
seven  only  out  of  whom,  it  may  be  observed,  could 
Write,  the  others  affixing  their  mark« 

VOL.  III.  8 
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This  address  was  enclosed  by  Mr  Bamford  to  Dr 
Bell,  who  thus  replied  to  it  : — 

"  Tunbridge  Wells,  October  II,  1821. 

"  My  dear  Bamford, 

"  I  hâve  this  moment  receîved  your  letter  and  the 
enclosiire.  I  beg  you  will  make  known  to  the  brethren 
that  I  hâve  read  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  their 
kind  and  affectionate  address  ;  and  am  especially  pleased 
with  their  assurances,  that  tliey  will  continue  to  practise 
those  offices  of  pîety  and  brotherly  love,  which  hâve 
contributed  so  much  to  their  présent  comfort  and  hap- 
piness,  and  which  will  ensure  to  them,  when  the  frail- 
ties  and  infirmities  of  our  earthly  tabernacle  are  at  an 
end,  a  habitation  in  the  blessed  mansions  of  etemal 
rest,  peace,  and  joy. 

"  Be  pleased  to  communicate  to  them  the  address  of 
my  India  pupils,  and  say  that  I  sliall  rank  this  token 
of  gratitude  and  affection  of  my  aged  brethren  at  home 
with  those  of  my  young  friends  abroad  ;  feeling  in  the 
présent  instance,  as  I  did  in  the  former,  the  higher  gra- 
tification from  the  consciousness  of  having  uniformly 
and  earnestly  endcavoured,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
to  promote  their  temporal  welfare  and  spiritual  conso- 
lation, which,  that  they  may  long  enjoy,  is  the  eamest 
prayer  of  their  afiectionate  brother  and  friend, 

«  A.  Bell." 

A  principal  object  in  Dr  Bell*s  présent  visit  to  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  was  that  both  he  and  Mt  Davies  mîght 
recruît  their  health  ;  but  this  laudable  intention  was 
soon  lost  sight  of^  and  he  again  plunged  as  deep  as 
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ever  into  his  usual  occupations.  One  of  thèse  was,  the 
préparation  of  "  A  Succinct  History  of  the  Madras 
System,  from  the  period  of  its  Discovery  down  to  that 
time,  together  with  a  Concise  Account  of  its  applica- 
tion to  Schools  of  every  description." 

At  this  work,  notwithstanding  it  must  hâve  been  so 
similar  to  his  other  publications,  and  could  not  hâve 
contained  much  new  matter,  he  laboured  most  inces- 
santly,  keeping  Mr  Davies  up  both  night  and  day 
to  assist  him.  The  neighbouring  schools  also  engaged 
much  of  his  attention,  and  he  expressed  himself  as  much 
gratified  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were  conducted 
and  superintended. 

A  chapter  at  Westminster,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
attend,  having  been  fixcd  for  the  13th  of  November, 
he  left  Tunbridge  Wells  on  the  12th  for  London,  where, 
however,  he  only  remained  about  a  week,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded  to  Sherburn  house. 

During  his  visit  to  Durham  in  the  preceding  August, 
he  had  intimated  an  intention  of  giving  £50,  to  be  dis- 
tributed  in  prizes  and  rewards  among  the  masters  and 
rnistresses  of  the  chief  schools  in  that  diocess  ;  and  he 
wished  that  thèse  prizes  should  be  awarded  in  the  name 
of  the  Durham  committee  rather  than  in  his  own.  This, 
however,  the  committee  objected  to. 

On  this  subject  he  had  much  conversation  with  Mr 
Baker  of  Whitburn,  who,  at  his  request,  undertook  to 
draw  out  a  plan  for  distributing  them,  which  he  forward- 
ed  to  Dr  Bell  in  London,  and  several  letters  passed 
between  them  on  the  subject  ;  but  nothing  definite  was 
arranged  at  that  time,  and  soon  afterwards  the  doctor, 
as  we  hâve  seen,  returned  to  Sherburn  house. 

He  had  left  Mr  Davies  in  London,  to  foUow  him  by 
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sea,  for  the  fdrther  recovery  of  his  healtb.  He  accord- 
îngly  embarked  on  board  a  vessel,  in  whicb  he  was  the 
only  passenger,  bound  for  Sunderland,  where  he  expect- 
ed  to  arrive  in  afew  days.  But,  on  coming  witbin  sight 
of  that  place,  a  violent  storm  arose,  and  the  vessel  was 
driven  under  bare  pôles,  for  several  days  successively, 
towards  the  coast  of  Norway.  The  wind  having  abated, 
theîr  course  was  then  directed  towards  Scotland.  It 
was  not,  however,  untîl  the  llth  of  December,  after  a 
voyage  of  three  weeks,  that  they  reached  Aberdeen,  the 
nearest  port,  having  suflTered  much  from  want  of  provi- 
sions, as  well  as  from  fear,  none  of  the  crew  expecting 
ever  to  see  land  again. 

Mr  Davies  was  now  somewhat  unpleasantly  situated. 
Having  calculated  on  landing  at  Sunderland,  he  had 
taken  but  little  money  with  him,  and  found  himself 
almost  penniless,  with  a  joumey  of  considérable  length 
before  him.  Every  where,  however,  he  met  with  much 
kindness,  and  especially  from  a  fellow  traveller,  who, 
without  ever  having  seen  him  before,  or  even  knowing 
his  name,  offered  to  lend  him  any  sum  he  might  require. 
This  person  proved  to  be  the  well-known  preacher, 
Irving,  who  was  then  on  his  way  to  take  possession  of 
the  Caledonian  chapel  in  London.  His  kînd  offerwas 
not  taken  advantage  of,  as  Mr  Davies  had  previously 
arranged  to  transmit  his  fare  from  Durham  when  he 
should  arrive  there. 

It  is  but  seldom^  indeed,  that  a  forlom  penniless  tra- 
veller meets  vrith  similar  civility,  either  in  Scotland  or 
England,  even  if  he  bears  about  him  the  stamp  of  an 
honest  man — *'  the  noblest  work  of  God'' — as  evidcndy 
as  ail  who  know  Mr  Davies  will  bear  testimony  that 
he  does. 
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Dr  Bell's  présent  visit  to  Sherburn  was  not  of  long 
duratîon^  and  towards  the  end  of  December  he  went  to 
Gredington,  where  he  had  been  for  some  time  engaged 
to  spend  tbe  ensuing  Christmas. 

From  Gredington,  where  he  remaîned  till  the  latter 
end  of  January,  he  went  again  to  visit  Mr  Bather  of 
Meole  Brace,  where  a  letter  from  Lord  Kenyon  followed 
him,  thanking  him  for  his  visit  to  Gredington,  and  ^^for 
many  years  continued  affection  to  himself  and  family.'* 

^'  I  am  exceedingly  pleased,"  he  writes  in  reply  to 
this  letter,  "by  your  lordship's  welcome,  seasonable, 
and  most  kind  letter.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  under 
any  circumstances,  though  I  should  forget  ail  other 
worldly  things,  to  be  for  a  moment,  whatever  my  blunt 
and  rude  manners,  or  witless  and  unthinking  ejacula- 
tions  may  sometimes  seem  to  indicate,  unmindful  of 
the  huge  debt  of  gratitude  which  I  owe,  or  cease  to  feel 
the  deepest  and  sincerest  interest  in  your  lordship  and 
family." 

Dr  Bell's  next  journey  was  northward.  He  had  for 
some  time  past  received  unfavourable  accounts  of  the 
condition  of  his  estâtes  in  Galloway,  and  he  now  found 
that  his  présence  there  was  indispensable.  He  accord- 
ingly  left  Meole  Brace  on  the  3d  of  February,  and 
arrived  at  Dumfries  on  the  7th.  We  may  hère  take 
notice  of  an  act  of  friendship  which  about  this  time  he 
performed  for  the  son  of  his  Indian  friend.  Colonel 
Wight,  whose  widow  and  family  lived  near  his  estate, 
and  to  whom  he  now  paid  a  visit  of  considérable  du- 
ration. 

Some  time  previously  Mrs  Wight  had  written  to  him 
to  request  his  interest  in  procuring  a  cadetship  for  her 
son,  in  conséquence  of  which  he  wrote  at  once  to  Joseph 


278  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

Cotton,  Esq.,  of  the  Trinîty-house,  encloslng  Mrs 
Wight*s  letter  as  explanatory  of  the  ground  of  the 
application,  and  adding  an  account  of  Colonel  Wight's 
meritorious  services,  both  in  India  and  at  home.  This 
was  in  June  of  the  préviens  year,  and  as  Mr  Cotton 
had  many  prier  engagements,  nothing  fiirther  was  heard 
from  him  until  the  présent  time,  when  he  wrote  a  lett«r 
to  Dr  Bell,  which  reached  him  on  hîs  arrivai  in  Galloway, 
informing  him  that  his  account  of  Colonel  Wight  and 
his  widow  and  family  had  induced  him  to  reserve  an 
appointment  for  a  cadetship,  which  was  now  open,  and 
requested  that  the  young  man  should  take  advantage 
of  it  without  delay. 

This  was  very  agreeable  intelligence  to  hâve  to  com- 
municate,  and  Mrs  Wight,  (who  was  then  at  Edinburgh, 
and  not  a  little  surprised  at  finding  that  Dr  Bell  was 
then  in  Scotland,)  after  expressing  her  warmest  thanks 
for  his  kindness,  begged  him  to  make  her  house  at  Larg- 
nean  his  headquarters  dùring  his  stay  in  Galloway. 
This  invitation  he  accepted,  and  remained  there  until 
the  foUowing  June,  receiving  every  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality  from  Mrs  Wight  and  Mr  and  Mrs  Lawrence, 
who  were  also  residing  there. 

He  was  now  fully  employed  in  attending  to  his 
estâtes,  which  had  lately  been  rauch  neglected.  His 
agent,  who  was  a  cattle-dealer,  had  suffered  great 
losses  from  the  sudden  change  of  priées,  &c.,  which  the 
peace  brought  with  it,  and  his  own  affairs  being  then 
in  a  very  precarious  state,  he  begged  to  be  excused  from 
the  management  of  Dr  BelPs  property.  The  doctor, 
finding  matters  in  this  state,  entered  with  ail  his  natu- 
ral  energy  upon  what  was  to  him  an  entireJy  new  field 
of  action;  for  his  former  agricultural  studies,  which 
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indeed  he  had  never  carried  to  any  extent^  were  long 
since  forgotten  in  the  all-engrossing  subject  of  éduca- 
tion. 

He  now  read  books  on  farming,  rode  and  walked 
frequently  over  his  property,  and  questioned  hîs  ten- 
ants on  every  imaginable  point,  that  he  might  be  the 
better  able  to  set  on  foot  ail  necessary  improvements.  He 
also,  with  Mr  Davies'  assistance,  drew  up  new  leases, 
and  formed  numerous  plans  for  buildings  ;  nor  was  it 
long  before  he  succeeded  in  rescuing  his  estâtes  from 
the  unsatisfactory  condition  in  which  he  had  found 
them. 

Notwithstanding  he  was  so  fiiUy  occupied  in  thèse 
matters,  he  was  not  unniindful  of  his  usual  pursuits,  and 
took  much  pains  with  the  schools  at  Castle-Douglas, 
Dumfiries,  (where  he  occasionally  assisted  in  the  Epis- 
copal  chapel,)  and  Crossmichael  ;  and,  at  the  latter 
place,  he  found  an  able  and  zealous  coadjutor  in  theRey. 
D.  Welsh,  who  cordially  seconded  his  efforts  to  esta- 
blish  a  Madras  school,  which  they  ultimately  succeeded 
in  doing. 

During  Dr  Bell's  présent  sojourn  in  Scotland,  the 
eleventh  report  of  the  National  Society  appeared,  which 
I  shall  not  hère  further  notice,  than  as  regards  the 
insertion  in  it,  of  a  most  gratifying  and  honourable  tes- 
timony  to  Mr  Johnson's  services. 

This  was  the  présentation  to  him  of  a  valuable 
diamond  ring  from  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  through 
his  ambassador,  ^^  as  a  testimony  of  his  sensé  of  the 
attention  paid  by  him  to  four  young  Russians,  sent  in 
1817  to  the  Central  school  for  instruction." 

The  report  also  noticed  the  présentation,  to  Mr 
Johnson,  of  a  pièce  of  plate  from  the  training  niasters. 
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trho  had  been  instructed  in  the  Central  school,  with  an 
approprîate  inscription. 

Dr  Bell  having  now  accomplished  the  object  of  hîs 
visit  to  Scotland,  quitted  Mrs  Wight's  hospitable  roof, 
where  he  had  now  been  staying  upwards  of  four 
months,  and  proceeded  to  Whitehaven,  after  remaining 
some  days  at  Dumfries.  From  Whitehaven  he  crossed 
to  the  Isle  of  Man,  and,  after  visiting  the  schools  at 
Douglas,  was  carried  by  the  bishop  to  his  rési- 
dence at  Bishop's  Court,  where  he  remained  till  the 
29th  of  June,  when  he  returned  with  the  bishop  to 
Douglas.  His  lordship  being  very  désirons  of  profiting 
by  the  doctor's  visit,  now  held  a  meeting,  to  which 
ail  the  schoolmasters  in  the  island  were  invited,  that 
they  mîght  reçoive  some  instruction  in  the  national 
System.  The  doctor  also  preached  for  the  benefit  of 
the  schools  at  Douglas. 

Two  festivals  happening  to  occur  on  the  island  during 
his  visit,  he  attended  them  with  the  bishop.  The  one 
was  a  grand  gala  at  Castle  Mena,  given  by  the  governor- 
general,  the  Duke  of  Athol,  on  his  birthday,  at  which 
upwards  of  200  persons  were  présent.  The  other  was  the 
anniversary  of  the  Tynwald  Court  at  St  John's,  where 
the  new  laws  are  promulgated,  which  are  not  in  force 
until  publicly  read  to  an  assembly  of  the  whole  island, 
from  an  eminence.  At  this  the  Duke  of  Athol  was  pré- 
sent, and  spoke  on  the  occasion  ;  after  which  a  large 
party,  including  the  bishop  and  Dr  Bell,  sat  down  to  a 
handsome  collation. 

Dr  Bell's  next  destination  was  Liverpool  and  Hoy- 
lake,  where  he  went  on  a  visit  to  Lord  Kenyon,  who  was 
then  staying  there.  Hère  he  remained  until  the  end 
of  the  month,  (July  ;)  and,  after  visiting  Dr  Briggs  at 
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Liverpool,  proceeded  agaîn  northward.  After  a  pass^ 
îng  visit  to  Mr  Wordsworth,  he  came  to  Keswiok, 
where  he  remained  in  lodgings  for  a  month,  passing  his 
evenings,  for  the  most  part,  at  Greta  Hall. 

He  now  paid  much  attention  to  the  National  Girls' 
school  at  Keswick,  and  considered  that  he  had  ren* 
dered  it  some  service.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  that, 
careless  as  he  generally  professed  himself  to  be  of  ail 
natural  beauties,  or  indeed  of  any  thing  but  *'  the 
Madras  System/'  and  its  promotion,  he  certainly  took 
great  pleasure  in  the  scenery  of  the  lakes,  during  his 
visits  to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  made  fréquent 
excursions,  both  on  foot  and  horseback. 

From  Keswick  Dr  Bell  proceeded  to  Sherbuni 
house,  where  he  remained  little  more  than  a  fort-^ 
night,  and  found  the  brethren  in  a  very  orderly  and 
satisfactory  state.  He  now  received  an  interesting  letter 
from  Lord  Kenyon,  who  had  lately  been  on  a  yisit  to 
tlie  Bishop  of  St  Asaph,  with  whom,  and  his  two  sons^ 
he  had  had  a  discussion  on  the  applicability  of  the  Ma» 
dras  System  to  classical  schools,  which  he  thns  report- 
ed  to  Dr  Bell  :— 

<«  GredinjB^toiH  August  28,  1822. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  now  proceed  to  report  to  you  the  discussion  at 
St  Asaph,  respecting  the  adoption  of  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem in  classical  schools  among  the  higher  classes.  One 
of  the  young  Luxmoores  talking  about  £ton,  Harrow, 
the  Charter-house,  &c. — (I  think  I  mentioned  the  very 
flourishing  state  of  the  latter  school,)- — one  of  them,  I 
think  the  eldest,  statcd  his  persuasion  that  the  Madras 
System  could  not  be  made  applicable  to  the  higher 
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classes  in  classical  schools  ;  in  which  opinion  the  other 
brother  entirely  conciirred,  and  the  bishop,  to  a  veiy 
great  extent^  did  the  like.     They  urged  that  taste 
could  not  be  given  by  it,  and  that  composition  could 
not  be  aided  by  it.     The  young  ones  also  asserted 
that  the  Charter-house  men,  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  at  the  university,  were  not  educated  by  Dr 
Russell.     On  the  latter  point  I  said  I  knew  nothing  ; 
but  had  always  understood  of  late  that  Charter-house 
men  had  shown  themselyes  to  be  very  well  instnicted, 
when  they  got  to  the  university.     I  maintained  also^ 
that^  as  far  as  language  was  concerned^  ail  composition, 
to  a  certain  extent,  might  be  materially  aided  by  the  Ma- 
dras System  ;  prose  unquestionably,  but  verse  also.     I 
asserted  that  I  considered  there  was  much  ambiguity  in 
the  meaning  of  the  word  ^^  taste  ;"  that  taste  often  might 
proceed  from  well  understanding  and  applying  the  dif- 
férence between  the  primitive  and  metaphorical,  and 
perhaps  allegorical  meaning  ofwords;  that,  at  any  rate, 
a  correct  knowledge  of  language  and  of  grammar  was 
essential  towards  the  acquirement  of  taste;  that,  in 
foreign  languages^  taste  could  not  be  exemplified  with- 
out  such  knowledge  ;  and  that  the  Madras  System  was 
eminently  calculated  to  give  such  knowledge.     It  was 
urged  that  it  might  be  bénéficiai  to  use  the  Madras 
System  in  the  lower  classes  ;  but  it  would  answer  no 
good  purpose  in  the  upper  ones,  as  it  was  only  from 
the  master's  lips  that  instruction  was  there  to  be  gained. 
I  admitted  that  the  Madras  System  would  not  be  suflS- 
cient  as  a  substitute  for  the  master  ;  but  I  maintained 
that  it  would,  throughout  ail  the  classes,  be  very  béné- 
ficiai ;  that  it  would,  in  ail  classes,  conduce  much  to  the 
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certainty  that  ail  the  boys  knew  ail  theîr  lessons,  and 
would  greatly  add  to  the  power  of  the  master  find- 
ing  tline  to  give  those  instructions^  in  point  of  taste 
and  extrinsic  information^  which^  I  admitted^  were  to 
be  had  from  him  alone.  It  was  urged  that  there  was 
nothing  extraordinary  in  the  Charter-house  exaœîna- 
tions.  I  maintained^  on  the  contrary^  that  they  were 
very  striking  :  that  the  whole  of  Horace's  Odes,  or  a 
whole  book  of  Homer,  might  be  examined  upon  ;  and 
that  no  boy  in  a  class  would  be  found  déficient,  either 
in  the  répétition,  being  called  upon  to  go  on  after  a 
few  words  were  recited  to  him,  or  to  render  it  straight 
forwards  by  memory  into  EngHsh,  if  required  so  to  do. 
I  mentioned  also,  that  every  other  matter  connected 
with  the  subject,  whether  historical,  geographical, 
mythological,  (or,  if  connected  with  the  S.  S.,  doc- 
trinal,) was  to  be  éxplained  by  any  boy  who  might 
be  called  on  to  do  so.  I  added  likewise  the  fact,  that 
Dr  Russell  found  100  or  160  boys,  and  now  had  above 
460,  was  quite  overdono  with  his  labours,  and  now 
found  every  thing  easy  to  him.  I  forgot  to  mention 
that  he  had  now  no  corporal  punishment  ;  but  did  not 
forget  to  insist  that  no  such  was  necessary,  which,  with 
respect  to  the  Madras  schools,  the  bishop  and  ladies  also 
maintain.  I  said  you  never  did  prétend  that  your  Sys- 
tem would  supersede  the  necessity  of  able  masters,  and 
carry  on  the  whole  matter  mechanically,  which  they  ail 
seemed  to  conceive  had  been  advanced.  Now,  it 
remains  for  yourself  to  give  any  further  hints,  to  be 
used  on  any  future  occasion  by  your  loyal  disciple, 
and  to  make  any  observation  you  may  think  fit. 
Ever  your  affectionate  friend, 

*^  Kenton. 
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'^  The  good  bishop  boasts  much  of  his  diocesan 
schools,  and  vows  much  and  more,  he  will  never  agaia 
apply  to  the  National  Society  but  during  our"^  season 
of  being  in  town." 

Mr  Bamford  had,  for  some  time,  been  engaged  in 
preparing  for  the  press  a  work  of  his  own,  entitled^ 
*^  Essaya  on  the  Discipline  of  Children^  particularly  as 
regards  their  Education."  This  was  now  published^ 
with  a  dedication  to  Dr  Bell^  and  was  considered  as  a 
very  able  production. 

The  doctor  baving  left  Durham  on  the  24:th  of  Sep- 
tomber,  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  London,  where  lie 
took  lodgings  in  Spring  Gardens.  October  being  his 
residentiary  month  at  the  abbey,  he  had  now  to  attend 
there  twice  daily  ;  and  this,  with  his  visits  to  the  Cen- 
tral and  other  schools,  and  the  préparation  of  his 
'^  Manual  of  Instructions  '*  for  the  press,  fuUy  occupied 
his  time. 

Among  other  duties  at  the  abbey,  it  fell  to  him  to 
perform  the  ftmeral  service  over  Mrs  Garrick,  who  was 
interred  by  the  side  of  her  husband.  On  his  grave 
being  opened,  a  copy  of  Shakspeare,  which  had,  at  his 
request,  been  deposited  there,  was  found  in  a  decayed 
State. 

Having  completed  his  month  of  résidence,  Dr  BeU 
left  London  early  in  November,  and  proceeded  at 
once  to  Colchester,  where  he  was  engaged  to  visit 
some  friends.  From  hence  he  went  on  a  visit  to  Mr 
and  Mrs  Edgar  of  Westerfield  house  at  Ipswich,  and 
returned  to  London  by  the  middle  of  December,  where 

*  Meaning  the  time  when  Lord  Kenyon,  the  bishop,  and  Dr  BeU, 
attended  the  committee. 
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soon  afterwards  he  oflSciated  at  the  marriage  of  Mr 
Johnson  and  Miss  Tabrum  of  Clapton. 

Jannary  was  his  next  résidence  month  at  the  abbey, 
and  his  duties  there  occupied  a  good  deal  of  his  time  ; 
while  the  rest  was  most  fuUy  taken  up  in  the  final  pré- 
paration for  publication  of  his  long  talked-of  manual.  It 
may  surprise  the  reader  to  hear  so  constantly  of  the 
doctor's  being  employed  on  this  work  ;  but  the  habit, 
to  which  I  hâve  before  alluded,  of  bestowing  almost  in- 
calculable time  and  labour  upon  his  writings,  was  so 
marked  a  part  of  his  character,  that  it  requires  especial 
notice. 

We  hâve  seen  that  this  over-anxiety  as  to  the  style 
and  language  of  his  works,  existed,  in  some  degree, 
from  the  time  that  he  returned  finom  India.  Year  after 
year  it  had  been  increasing  upon  him,  till  it  had  now 
become  an  absolute  disease,  which,  in  some  respects, 
would  hâve  been  almost  ludicroxis,  had  not  others  been 
eacrificed  to  it  as  well  as  himself. 

For  at  least  three  months,  Dr  Bell  and  Mr  Davies 
were  employed  almost  night  and  day  in  completing 
this  manual,  the  doctor  seldom  retiring  to  rest  till  one 
or  two  in  the  moming,  by  which  time  he  had  usuaJly 
rendered  his  manuscripts  and  proof-sheets  almost  totally 
illegible  by  interlineations  and  corrections.  Thèse  were 
then  put  into  Mr  Davies'  hands  to  copy  out,  to  cor- 
rect, or  otherwise  render  legible  for  the  doctor*s  further 
considération  in  the  morning.  This  was  seldom  accom- 
plished  under  a  couple  of  hours  ;  nor  could  Mr  Davies 
obtain  more  than  two  or  three  hours*  sleep,  before  his 
services  were  again  in  request,  to  assist  in  the  doctor's 
morning  corrections  ;  indeed,  he  was  sometimes  kept  up 
the  whole  night. 
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X)r  Bell,  not  content  with  the  enormoiis  amcmnt  of 
labour  which  he  himself  expended  in  thîs  way,  was  also 
anxious  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  his  fnends,  and  sub- 
mitted  the  proof-sheets  of  this  work  to  Lord  Kenyon, 
Mr  and  Mrs  Johnson,  my  father,  Sir  James  Langham, 
and  others.  This  was  attended  with  considérable  loss 
of  time,  and  but  little  advantage;  for  he  would  but 
rarely  adopt  any  suggestions  that  were  nîade. 

The  publication  of  the  manual  was  completed  in 
Mareh,  when  the  doctor  immediately  quitted  London, 
and  proceeded  without  delay  to  Durham.  His  first 
object  hère,  was  to  arrange  a  plan  for  the  examination 
of  those  schools  in  this  diocess,  in  which  he  intended 
to  distribute  the  ^60  in  prizes,  which,  it  will  be  re- 
membered,  he  had  given  for  that  purpose.  Mr  Baker 
of  Whitburn  was  to  accompany  him,  and  many  letters 
now  passed  between  them  ;  but,  before  any  definite 
arrangement  was  entered  into,  Dr  Bell  was  again  on 
the  move,  and,  after  passing  some  time  at  his  estâtes  in 
Galloway,  he  proceeded  direct  to  London. 

The  correspondence  with  Mr  Baker  still,  however, 
went  on,  and  a  plan  was  proposed  by  him,  which  met 
with  the  doctor^s  approbation,  who  wrote  expressing  his 
concurrence  in  it,  and  his  intention  of  returning  shortly 
to  the  north. 

Dr  Bell  had  left  Mr  Davies  at  Castle-Douglas, 
recommending  him  to  take  a  walking  tour  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  which  was  stîU,  as  might  hâve 
been  expected,  suffering  severely  from  laie  hours,  and 
incessant  bodily  and  mental  occupation.  He  also  ad- 
vised  him  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  opportunity  this 
would  afford  him,  of  visiting  the  schools  he  might  pass 
on  his  route. 
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Mr  Davies  accordingly  set  out  on  foot,  and  proceeded 
by  Dumfries,  Carlisle,  and  Lancaster,  to  Liverpool,  in- 
specting  numerous  schools  on  his  route  thither^  a  sketch 
of  the  State  of  each  of  which  he  transmitted  from  the  lat- 
ter  place  to  Dr  Bell,  who  wrote  to  him,  saying  that  the 
examination  of  the  Durham  schools  was  postponed  to 
Monday  the  30th  of  June,  or  Tuesday  the  Ist  of  July, 
and  that  there  would  consequently  be  no  occasion  for  his 
présence  there  till  that  time.  '*  Y  ou  are  left  to  your  own 
choice/'  he  s«ays,  ^^  in  the  continuation  and  prosecution 
of  your  route,  of  which  the  main  object  is  health,  which 
will  not  be  the  less  advanced  if  you  render  it  also 
pleasant  and  instructive/' 

Mr  Davies  now  determined  to  visit  Ireland,  and 
crossed  to  Dublin  without  delay,  where  he  visited  the 
Foundling  hospital  and  other  schools,  and  sent  a  detailed 
account  of  them  to  Dr  Bell.  He  then  retumed  to 
Liverpool,  and  proceeded  to  Shropshire,  to  visit  his 
friends  who  resided  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Hère 
he  found  the  following  letter  from  Dr  Bell  in  reply  to 
one  from  him  : — 

**  London,  Jane  13,  1823. 

'*  Dear  Davies, 

"  Your  letter  îs  most  gratefiil  to  me.  It  is  most 
satisfactory  to  think  that  the  purpose  which  I  had  in 
view  when  I  recommended  fréquent  and  much  walking, 
leaving  it  to  your  choice,  for  the  better  effect,  to  render 
it  as  amusing  and  instructive  as  you  could,  is  likely  to  be 
fully  answered.  This  was  the  sole  motive  I  had  in 
contemplation — the  strengthening  and  confirming  your 
health.  But  it  may,  from  the  reflections  it  bas  left  you 
at  leisure  to  make,  serve  a  purpose  scarcely  less  bene- 
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ficîal  to  me  than  to  you,  if,  which  I  pray  God  may  be 
the  case,  it  lead  you  to  consider  the  important  consé- 
quences which  may  follow  to  you  as  well  as  to  me,  and 
vhat  you  may  deserve  at  my  hands,  if,  while  attending 
on  me,  you  can  satisfy  my  mind  that  your  thoughts  and 
heart  are  directed  to  the  daily  tasks  which  you  haye  in 
hand 

'^  If  you  reçoive  no  letter  from  me,  you  will  be  at 
Stockton,  where  our  examinations  of  the  schools  com- 
mence on  Monday  SOth  instant,  the  last  day  of  this 
month. 

"  May  you  continue  to  împrove  in  health  of  mind  and 
body,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  your  true  friend. 

'^  I  shall  peruse  your  scholastic  journal,  for  which  I 
thank  you,  the  moment  I  am  at  leisure/* 

From  Oswestry  Mr  Davies  continued  his  walking 
tour  through  Yorkshire,  and  arrived  at  Stockton  at  the 
appointed  time,  where  also  Mr  Baker  and  Mr  Bam^ 
ford  met  Dr  Bell.  They  now  commenced  yisiting 
schools  in  good  earnest,  and  soon  accompUshed  their 
task,  when  it  was  expected  the  distribution  of  prizes 
would  immediately  take  place.  Dr  Bell,  however,  had 
not  found  that  ail  the  schools  came  up  to  the  standard 
he  expected,  and  consequently  wished  to  postpone  dis- 
tributing  a  part  of  the  £60. 

From  this  Mr  Baker  strongly  dissented,  and  wrote 
at  considérable  length  to  the  doctor,  urging  him  not  to 
defer  distributing  the  proposed  prizes  on  any  account. 
**  I  would  first,"  he  writes,  "  request  you  to  consider 
the  object  you  hâve  in  view  generally.  You  vnsh  to 
perfect  the  great  schools  in  this  diocess  ;  in  order  to 
accomplish  this  you  must  maintain  an  influence  among 
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the  managers  and  masters.  Will  this  influence  be 
most  readily  maintained  by  dividing  your  donation  now, 
or  by  deferring  it  ?  Setting  aside  the  justice  of  the 
latter  measure  on  the  grounds  you  mentîoned  ;  vîz.  the 
complaints  of  some  of  the  masters,  and  the  non-per- 
formance of  the  conditions  which  aocompanied  the 
announcement  of  the  donation — I  must  submit  to  your 
serious  considération,  whether  the  disappointment  which 
may  be  caused  by  deferring  the  division  of  the  praemia, 
and  the  prospect  of  another  examination  for  them,  may 
not  croate  a  feeling  which  will  totally  frustrate  ail  our 
subséquent  designs.  I  am  certain  that  we  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  examine  some  of  the  schools  again  for  this 
prize  ;  and  that  it  is  highly  problematical  whether  the 
masters  will  observe  the  conditions,  which  we  propose 
to  annex  to  our  statements  of  the  deficiçncies  in  the 
several  schools." 

In  reply  to  this,  the  doctor  drew  up  a  long  statetoent 
of  his  views  on  the  subject,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  Mr 
Baker,  which  he  caused  to  be  printed.     In  this  letter, 
after  urging  his  favourite  princîples,  that  the  salary  of 
the  master  should  dépend  on  his  success  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  school,  and  stating  at  length  what  was  his 
object  in  oflPering  thèse  prizes,  he  continued — "  Had 
they  been   intended   for  show  or   ostentation,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  distribution.     AU  that 
need  be  done  is  to  give.     Few  or  none  would  know,  or 
even  enquire,  why  or  wherefore  they  were  given.    But 
if  déformation^  amendment,  and  example  be  proposod, 
it  would,  on  the  one  hand,  entirely  defeat  thèse  objects 
to  give  rewards  to  those  who  failed  without  any  just 
reasons  for  their  ill  success  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
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deny  time  and  opportanity  to  correct  their  faults^  to 
those  whose  failure  is  ascribed  to  causes  over  which 
they  had  no  control/* 

It  was  ultimately  arranged  that  the  surn  of  £10 
should  be  awarded  to  Mr  Gounday,  master  of  the 
Durham  school^  and  £5  to  Mr  Wilmont;  and  that 
the  rest  of  the  money  should  be  paid  for  the  pré- 
sent into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Diocesan 
Society.* 

In  connexion  with  the  subject  of  prizes,  I  cannot 
forbear  hère  noticing  a  most  libéral  act  of  Sir  James 
Langham%  who  had  lately  presented  £500  to  the 
Northamptonshire  School  Society,  the  interest  of  which 
was  to  be  annually  given  in  four  prizes,  of  unequal 
value,  to  the  two  masters  and  two  mistresses  of  schools, 
within  the  county,  wherein  the  principles  of  the  Madras 
System  should  be  best  understood,  and  most  success- 
fally  practised. 

The  National  Society  at  this  time  obtained  the  pri- 
vilège of  a  King's  Letter,  to  be  read  in  ail  churches  and 
chapels,  for  the  purpose  of  making  collections  in  aid  of 
their  funds  ;  and  on  Dr  Bell's  seeing  this  mentioned  in 
one  of  the  newspapers,  he  immediately  drew  up  a  long 
letter,  addressed  to  Lord  Liverpool,  which  he  accom- 
panied  with  several  documents  and  publications,  ^^  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  him  in  possession  of  such  infor- 
mation as  he  conceived  it  incumbent  on  him  to  do/* 

Dr  Bell  having  remained  at  Sherbum  house  until 
the  second  week  in  November,  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  visit  to  bis  estâtes  in  Scotland,  and  one  of 

*  The  remainder  of  this  money  was  gradaailj  dîstributed,  in  taooeed» 
ing  years,  untîl  it  was  exhausted. 
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rather  more  than  a  week  to  his  friends  Dr  and  Mrs 
Gray  at  Bishop-Wearmouth,  proceeded  to  London, 
and  took  lodgings  in  Gray's  Inn  Place,  where  he 
remained  till  the  beginning  of  December,  when  he 
removed  to  Abingdon  Street,  for  the  sake  of  being 
near  the  Abbey  during  his  month  of  résidence. 
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CHAPTER  LL 

Schoolmasters*  -Society  at  Liverpool— the  Doctor  vîsits  Scotlandr^EdlBbiirgh 
Academy — Letter  to  Mrs  Morgan — Epificopal  Chapel  at  St  Andrews,  and 
Schools  there — ^Bishop  Chase— Joumeys — Mr  Davles^s  Labours— Mr 
Forster — Letter  to  Mr  Southey. 

DuBiNG  the  next  jear,  (1824,)  the  doctor  was  so 
perpetually  engaged  in  travelling,  that  it  will  be  useless 
to  endeavour  to  foUow  ont  aU  his  movements.  I  shall, 
therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  relation  of  the  principal 
objects  to  which  he  paid  attention  during  bis  joumejs. 

After  remaining  in  London  till  January,  he  yisited 
Lord  Kenyon  at  Gredington,  and  then  went  to  Liver- 
pool,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  bnsily  engaged 
in  Bcholastic  opérations. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  past  year  communications  had 
been  made  to  Dr  Bell  by  Mr  Forster,  (who  had  suc- 
ceeded  Mr  Bamford  in  the  Blue-coat  hospital,}  con- 
eerning  a  plan  which  had  been  set  on  foot  for  establish- 
ing  a  Society  of  schoolmasters  in  Liverpool,  the  rules 
and  régulations  for  which^  as  well  as  their  proceedings^ 
he  transmitted  to  hinL 

To  thèse  the  doctor  replîed,  expressing  great  pleasure 
at  hearing  of  their  intentions  ;  and  shortly  after  received 
a  letter,  requesting  him  to  become  the  patron  of  the 
Society.  To  this  he  declined  gîving  a  definite  answer, 
until  he  should  bave  an  opportunity  of  personal  inter- 
course with  the  members. 
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Nô  sooner^  however,  Lad  he  arrived  at  Liverpool, 

than  he  found  that  tlie  Society  consisted  of  men  of 

Tarions  religious  dénominations  ;  and  highly  as  he  ap- 

proved  of  their  object,  and  much  as  he  regretted  not 

being  able  to  give  them  his  name,  hefelt  himself  obhged 

to  décline  acceding  to  their  reqnest,  though  he  after- 

wards  greatly  encouraged  them  by  his  correspond- 

ence.     Lord  Kenyon  also,  who  had  intended  to  hâve 

given  his  name  to  the  society^  felt  htmself  obliged  now 

to  décline  doing  so.     '^  I  shall  still,"  he  writes  to  Dr 

Bell,  "  feel  anxious  for  the  prosperity  of  the  society, 

for  /  never  can  believe  but  that  good  instruction^  and  a 

correct  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God,  must  tend  to 

produce  attachment  to  that  interprétation  of  it  which  I 

hold  myself,  being  persuaded  it  is  the  true  and  genuine 

one.     Still^  as  the  object  is  différent  in  one  schôol  at 

least,  I  cannot  feel  justified,  from  my  attachment  to, 

and  admiration  of,  the  means,  to  patronize  schools  which 

are  not  designed  to  effectr  what  I  consider  the  sacred 

end  to  which  ail  instruction  ought  to  tend.    As  it  would 

be  palpably  eontrary  to  my  notions  of  true  Christian 

charity,  to  eountenance  schools  designed  to  promote 

attachments  other  than  to  the  doctrines  and  discipline 

of  our  apostolical  church  ;  so,  the  new  circumstancc 

of  your  admirable  System  being  adopted,  cannot  alter 

my  duty  as  a  man  of  consistent  principle." 

The  Blue-coat  hospital  had  prospered  exceedingly 
under  Mr  Forster's  superintendence  ;  so  much  so  in- 
deed,  that  the  doctor  nbw  said,  that  ^  its  state  was 
niost  admirable,  and  that  any  one  but  himself  would 
pronounce  it  to  be  a  perfect  spécimen  of  the  Madras 
System.*'  The  girls'  school,  which  was  under  the 
management  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Bamford,  (a  sîster  of 
Mr  Bamford,)  also  met  with  his  fuU  approbation  ;  and 
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they  ever  afterwards  contînued  to  merit  his  highest 
praise  and  commendation^  as  models  and  exemplars  of 
the  System. 

From  Liverpool  the  doctor  went  to  Ulverstone  to 
visit  Mr  Law^  a  relative  of  Mr  Bamford.  Hère  he 
remained  nearlj  a  fortnight^  and  assisted  in  setting  a 
Bocietj  on  foot  for  founding  and  building  two  National 
Bchools  in  that  town.  He  then  tumed  his  steps  to- 
wards  Scotland^  and  arrived  at  General  Dirom's,  at 
Mount  Annan^  on  the  I7th  of  February. 

During  this  visit,  the  gênerai  put  into  his  hands 
a  statement  which  had  been  issued  in  the  preceding 
December  by  the  directors  of  the  Edinburgh  Academy, 
explanatory  of  the  plan  of  that  institution  ;  and  he  be- 
came  exceedingly  anxious  to  procuro  the  introduction 
into  it  of  the  Madras  System. 

This  academy  had  originated  in  conséquence  of  the 
great  increase  of  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  sinoe 
the  building  of  the  New  Town.  In  1778  the  number 
of  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  80,000  :  they  were  now, 
however,  estimated  at  140,000  ;  and  this  immense  in- 
crease, the  prospectus  stated,  *^  had  long  called  for  the 
establishment  of  another  great  public  school." 

It  appears  that  it  was  proposed,  in  June  1822,  that 
funds  to  the  amount  of  £12,000  should  be  raised  by 
shares  of  £60,  to  bear  interest  payable  from  a  fee  to 
be  levied  on  the  pupils;  and  that,  in  a  few  weeks, 
nearly  £9000  was  subscribed.  Circumstances,  how- 
ever,  put  a  stop  to  ail  further  proceedings  until  May 
1823,  when  a  gênerai  meeting  of  the  subscribers  took 
place,  and  a  regular  plan  was  drawn  ont,  and  it  was 
resolved  that  application  should  be  made  to  his  Majesty 
for  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  the  shareholders. 
This  charter  provided,  that  fifteen  directors  should  be 
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elected  from  the  body  of  the  subscrîbers,  in  whom  the 
whole  management  of  the  academy  should  be  vested, 
including  the  appointment  of  masters. 

The  school  was  to  be  conducted  by  a  rector  and 
four  under  masters. 

This  establishment  appeared  to  the  doctor  to  offer 
an  admirable  field  for  the  introduction  of  the  Madras 
System  ;  and  he  now  persuaded  General  Dirom  to 
address  a  letter  to  Mr  Russell,  the  secretary,  recom- 
mending  its  adoption.  To  this  a  very  gratifying  an- 
swer  was  retumed;  and,  soon  afterwards,  Dr  Bell, 
who  went  from  Mount  Annan  to  Castle-Douglas,  wrote 
from  thence  at  great  length  to  the  secretary,  sending 
him,  at  the  same  time,  ail  his  own  publications  and 
papers  which  he  happened  to  hâve  with  him,  and 
requesting  him  to  purchase,  in  the  name  of  Mr  James 
Finlay,  two  shares  in  the  intended  academy. 

Other  letters  also  passed  between  the  secretary  and 
Dr  Bell,  and  matters  seeméd  in  a  fair  train  for  the 
introduction  of  the  System  into  this  institution  ;  but 
the  correspondence  broke  off  before  any  thing  definite 
was  accomplished,  and  no  further  information  on  the 
subject  appears  in  Dr  BelPs  papers, 

Dr  Bell  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  pro- 
perty  from  the  beginning  of  March  until  the  end  of 
May,  staying  nearly  the  whole  time  with  Mr  and  Mrs 
Lawrence  at  Largnean,  (Mrs  Wight  being  absent,)  and 
receiving  from  them  the  greatest  kîndness  and  hospi- 
tality,  as  he  had  done  during  his  former  visits  there. 

From  hence  the  doctor  made  a  tour  through  the 
Highlands,  which  occupied  him  nearly  two  months  ; 
but,  during  this  time,  nothing  occurred  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  noticed.  He  then  returned  to  Glas- 
gow, and  thence  went  to  Moffat,  whero  he  remained  in 
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lodgings  until  the  second  week  in  Sçptember,  and  tlien, 
after  going  to  C^âtle-Douglas  again^  and  staying  there 
about  three  weeks,  he  proceeded  to  Sherburn  house. 

Durîng  his  trayelg,  he  had  been  engaged  in  cor- 
respondence  on  several  différent  &ubjects,  which  I 
shall  hère  take  notice  of  :— ^First,  concerning  the  Cen- 
tral schoql,  in  which  a  change  of  mistresses  had  taken 
placç.  In  the  preceding  January,  notice  had  been 
given  by  Mrs  Morgan,  and  her  sister  there.  Miss 
Brent,  of  their  intention  of  resigning  their  charge 
at  midâummer,  in  conséquence  of  ill  health  ;  and  the 
formçr  had  also  written  to  Dr  Bell,  informing  him  of 
their  détermination,  and  also  of  their  intention  of 
establishing  a  preparatory  school  on  the  Madras  System 
at  ]31açkheath,     To  this  Içtter  he  thus  replied: — 

«"^  Castle-Pouglas,  April  29,  1824. 

^'  Dear  Mrs  Morgan, 

''  If  I  hâve  not  before  answered  your  letter,  ît  was 
not  only  by  reason  of  my  increasing  occupations  and  lu- 
çubrations,  but  that  I  wished  to  make  sure  whether  you 
contiriuçd  to  adhère  to  your  purpose  of  relinquishing 
your  présent  charge,.  Firxding  by  late  letters,  that  you 
stand  fast  to  your  resolution  of  quitting  Baldwin  Gar- 
dens,  and  that  your  wishes  are  acquiesced  in,  and  your 
résignation  finally  accepted,  I  can  no  longer  delay  my 
acknowledgment  of  your  obliging  faveur. 

^*  Ascholastic  tour  to  which  Ihave  long  stood  pledged, 
over  almost  the  only  part  of  the  united  kingdom  in 
which  I  hâve  not  personally  made  known  the  Madras 
System — almost  the  only  part  of  my  native  country  in 
which  I  hâve  never  been  présent — prevents  me  from  re- 
tuming  to  London  previously  to  your  departure  thence, 
and  of  expressing  and  repeating  viva  voce,  as  you  say, 
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mj  deep  sensé  of  the  essential  services^  which  you  and 
your  sister  Miss  Brent  hâve  performed  for  the  Central 
school  of  the  National  Society^  and  the  inestimable 
benofîts  which  it  has  derived  from  your  mild^  assiduous^ 
able^  and  humane  superintendence.  You  hâve  by  the 
geiitlest  means^  in  complète  unison  with  the  principles 
and  practices  of  mutual  tuition^  raised  it  firom  a  low 
aad  wretched  state  of  dépression  and  disorder^  to  a 
very  high  degree  of  order,  beauty,  and  good  progress  ; 
and  thereby  made  a  complète  rénovation  in  the  appear- 
ance,  the  conduct^  the  manners^  and  the  character  of 
the  childreiK 

*'  May  you  meet  yodr  award  in  the  &vour  of  hkn  who 
is  no  respecter  of  persons,  and  weighs  our  actions  in  a 
balance  ;  and  in  the  consciousness  of  the  fidelity  with 
-which  you  hâve  discharged  your  office^  and  ôf  the  in- 
calculable good  which  you  hâve  done,  and  in  the  suc- 
cess  of  your  new  undertaking  ! 

"  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you,  a  good  report  of 
your  prospects  in  the  scheme  which  you  hâve  formed 
for  yourself,  and  therefore,  I  trusta  adopted  on  good 
grounds. 

"  With  my  best  wishes  and  regards  to  yourself  and 
your  good  sister^  I  remain  your  most  faithful  friend^ 

'*A.Bell." 

Meantime,  a  wish  had  been  expressed  by  Mr  and 
Mrs  Johnson^  to  be  permanently  résident  at  the  Cen- 
tral school — Mrs  Johnson  begging  it  to  be  understood, 
at  the  same  time,  that  she  did  not  mean  to  offer  herself 
as  a  candidate  to  succeed  Mrs  Morgan  ;  but  that  she 
should  be  very  happy  occasionally  to  be  of  use  in  either 
school^  if  it  should  be  in  her  power.  It  was  conse- 
quently  arranged  that  they  should  réside  there  ;  and  Mrs 
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Johnson  consented  to  superintend  the  girls'  school, 
haring  a  mistress  under  her.  This  was  highly  satis- 
factory  to  Dr  Bell,  as  he  had  ever  entertained  the 
highest  possible  opinion  of  Mrs  Johnson's  talents  and 
abiUties. 

Another  point  to  which  Dr  Bell  paid  some  attention 
during  the  présent  year,  was  the  building  of  an  Epîs- 
copal  chapel  at  St  Andrews,  which  he  had  heard  was 
in  contemplation,  and  had  written  to  Mr  Young,  the 
Ëpiscopal  clergyman  there,  to  enquire  more  partictdarly 
what  their  plans  were. 

The  answer  to  thèse  enquiries  does  not  appear,  but 
upon  receiving  it,  he  wrote  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
first  informed  him  of  the  projected  building,  saying  he 
was  glad  they  had  obtained  so  eligible  a  site  ;  and  that 
they  had  in  contemplation  a  design  which  would  be 
omamental  as  well  as  useful.  '^  I  am  sorry,*'  he  con- 
tinued,  "  that  I  cannot,  consistently  with  a  gênerai  rule, 
contribute  to  the  success  of  your  pious  work,  in  the 
manner  intimated  in  Mr  Young*s  letter,  or  in  any  other 
way  than  bymy  personal  subscription.  But  supposing,as 
Mr  Young  does,  that  £600  or  £600  will  be  amply  suflS- 
cient  for  your  purpose,  I  shall  not  be  unwilling  to  sub- 
scribe one  half  of  either  of  thèse  sums,  that  is,  as  far 
as  £300,  but  no  more,  to  be  paid  by  instalments  as 
follows  : 

**  The  first  instalment  of  £100  when  the  freehold  of 
the  ground  shall  hâve  been  vested  in  trustées,  and  £100 
has  been  laid  out  by  them  on  the  building. 

"  The  second  instalment  of  £100  in  like  manner,  when 
the  trustées  shall  hâve  laid  out  their  second  hundred 
pounds. 

•*  And  the  third  in  equal  portions  with  the  trustées, 
as  far  as  £100,  and  no  further. 
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**  AUow  me  to  suggest  that  the  building  be  so  con- 
structed,  that  it  may  readily  admit  of  an  addition  for 
the  accommodation  of  a  larger  congrégation,  if  there 
ehould  ever  be  occasion,  by  an  additional  gallery  or 
otherwise." 

This  handfiome  oflfer,  on  Dr  Bell's  part,  removed  ail 
existing  difficulties,  and  a  number  of  other  subscrip- 
tions  having  been  obtained,  the  building  was  com- 
menced  in  August.  In  October,  the  treasurer  wrote 
to  Dr  Bell,  informing  him  that  great  progress  had 
been  made,  and  that  the  building  would  be  roofed  in 
by  November,  and  finished  by  the  following  May; 
and  asking  if  it  would  be  convenient  to  him  to  remit 
the  whole,  or  part,  of  his  libéral  donation. 

To  this  the  doctor  replied,  by  enclosing  a  draft  for 
£âOO  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  writing  thus  to  Alex- 
ander  Binny,  Esq.  : — 

"Sherburn  HoQse,  October  18, 1824. 

'^  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  quite  delighted  with  ail  you  hâve  done,  and 
are  doing  ;  and  if  I  were  to  offer  any  suggestions,  as 
you  désire,  I  might  do  mischief,  but  could  not  do  good. 
Such  is  my  opinion  of  the  hands  in  which  the  work  is. 
Oh  !  that  you  could  tell  me  that,  as  your  chapel  is  to  be 
the  handsoniest  in  Scotland  in  its  architecture,  your 
schools  were  likely,  by  similar  means,  to  become  some 
of  the  best,  in  their  economy,  or  internai  régulation  and 
administration  ;  which  I  verily  believe  might  be  accom- 
plished,  if  it  were  the  good-will  and  pleasure  of  those 
who  hâve  power,  authority,  and  influence,  and  the 
undertaking  were  conducted  with  the  same  zeal  and 
ability,  as  has  been  displayed  in  the  case  of  the  chapel. 
"  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  faithfully  and  truly  yours." 
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Application  tad  been  made,  some  time  previously, 
to  Dr  Bell  by  Dr  Hunter,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Bchx)ol  at  St  Andrews,  înto  which,  ît  will  be  remem- 
bered,  he  *had  taken  some  paiiis  to  introduce  the 
Madras  System,  but  without  any  lasting  effect,  owing 
partly  to  the  firequent  change  ef  master»,  and  partly  to  a 
spirit  of  opposition  which  existed  in  some  parties  there. 

He  was  now  informed  that,  in  conséquence  of  the 
résignation  of  Mr  Smith,  the  master  of  the  English 
school,  an  opening  was  made  for  the  introduction  of 
the  Madras  system  into  that  school;  and  that  the 
magistrates  and  couneU  were  anxiou&  ta  bave  a  proper 
person  appointed. 

To  this  letter  the  doctor  replied,  that  he  did  not  see 
how  he  could  avail  himself  of  the  information  it  con- 
tained^  as  the  difficultie»  to  be  encountered  still  ap- 
peared  to  him  ifisunnountable  ;  "  or  at  least  such,"  he 
continued,  "  as  it  would  hâve  been  the  heîght  of  pre- 
sumption  in  him,  at  any  time,  to  bave  encountered  ; 
and  still  more  at  bis  présent  âge,  especially  after  the 
long  expérience  he  had  had  of  the  unprofitableness, 
except  during  a  short  interval,.  of  hi&  early  and  late 
attempts.'* 

Some  other  letters  also  passed  between  Dr  Bell  and 
Dr  Hunter,  who  in  one  of  bis  letters  told  him,  that  it 
had  been  suggested,  that  if  he  would  endoW  the  English 
school,  he  should  bave  the  entire  régulation  of  it,  and 
the  nomination  of  the  master,  without  any  interférence; 
and  that  the  magistrates  and  council  would,  in  that 
case,  put  the  upper  story  of  the  school-house  in  proper 
repair,  and  appoint  a  teacher  of  writing,  arithmetiç, 
navigation,  &c.,  and  also  provide  him  with  a  salary. 

Dr  Bell  was  at  this  time  at  Moffat,  and  wrote, 
inviting  Dr  Hunter  to  pay  him  a  visit  there,  which 
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he  was  on  the  point  of  doing,  but  was  prevented  by  a 
sudden  attack  of  îUness. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  fecilities  now  offered 
to  the  introduction  of  the  System  into  St  Andrews,  Dr 
Bell  was  not  satisfied  that  any  real  good  could  yet  be 
done,  m  conséquence  of  which,  he  wrote  thus  to  Dr 
Huntert — 


««Moflbt,  August  21, 1824. 

"  My  deor  Sir, 

"  On  the  subject  of  your  letters,  I  know  not  how 
or  what  to  write,  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
unprofitableness  of  the  early  and  long-continued  at- 
tempts  proposed  to  bave  been  made  in  the  town  Eng- 
lish  school,  and  also  with  the  fatal  issue  of-later,  and  for 
a  time  successful,  experiments  in  another  quarter.  Nor 
can  I  bring  myself  to  think,  that  any  ftiture  essays  in 
the  same  situation,  and  under  similar  circumstances, 
will  be  more  effectuai. 

"  Before  budging  a  step  anew,  there  are  certain 
fundamental  facts  necessary  to  be  ascertained,  of  which 
perhaps  I  might^  especially  had  your  late  visit  taken 
place,  hâve  leamed  something  viva  voce,  but  of  which 
I  can  hardly  expect  to  be  fully  informed  by  epistolary 
communication.  Such  as — What  are  the  opinions,  sen- 
timents, or  rather  wishes  of  your  principal  authorities 
and  professors,  and  also  of  the  majority  of  the  respect- 
able inhabitants,  not  to  mention  the  great  bulk  of  the 
people  ?  Are  the  higher  powers  and  classes  alive  to 
the  advantages,  to  the  collège  and  to  the  town,  from 
the  introduction  of  the  new  System  of  éducation,  and 
disposed  to  form  a  scholastic  society,  and  to  give  to  it 
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their  weight  and  influence,  faveur  and  countenance^ 
and  every  thing  but  pecuniary  support,  îf  that  should 
net  be  wanted  ?  And  what  are  the  particulars  of  the 
plan  proposed  ?  Who  would  undertake  the  superin- 
tendence  and  Visitation,  essential  in  an  undertaking  of 
such  novelty  and  importance,  and  qualify  tbemselves 
for  thèse  oflSces  ?  What  security  or  pledge  can  there 
be  for  their  persévérance,  in  case  of  failure  in  their  first 
essays,  till  the  experiment  be  completely  successful? 
Can  -a  master  be  found  from  the  university?  The 
appointment  in  any  other  quarter  would  be  very 
hazardous/' 

Dr  Hunter's  reply  to  thèse  enquiries  does  not  ap- 
pear,  nor  were  any  further  steps  of  conséquence  taken 
in  this  matter  for  some  time. 

During  Dr  Belles  visit  to  Liverpool,  in  January  of 
the  présent  year,  he  had  met  with  Bishop  Chase,  of 
Ohio,  who  was  then  in  England,  and  had  had  some 
conversation  with  him  on  the  Madras  System.  In  the 
course  of  the  spring,  his  Lordship  visited  the  Central 
school  in  London,  and  Lord  Kenyon  thus  wrote  to  Dr 
Bell  concerning  him*- 

**  Portman  Square,  May  7,  1824. 
"  My  dêar  Sir, 

'^  I  am  glad  at  last  to  hâve  heard  of  your  being 
still  alive  ;  and  hope  you  will  long  be  heard  of  in  like 
manner,  whether  you  please  to  write  to  an  old  firiend  or 
not.  However,  I  do  not  mean  to  turn  sulky,  or  forget 
either  you  or  the  good  cause. 

'^  The  latest  proof  of  attachment  I  can  send,  is  my 
having  lectured  the  super-excellent  Bishop  of  Ohio 
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this  morning^  full  two  hours^  at  the  Central  school. 
He  is  thoroughly  bitten.  He  must  hâve  a  master 
from  hence  for  Ohio^  to  teach  him  and  ail  his  people 
there,  and  to  travel  throughout  his  diocess^  and  set  up 
schools  every  where. 

^^  His  diocess  is  full  as  large,  I  believe,  as  England^ 
though  not  near  so  populous  yet.**     •     .     .     . 

And  again^  in  a  letter  written  a  few  days  later, 
Lord  Kenyon  said  he  hoped  to  give  the  bishop  another 
lecture  at  the  Central  school,  on  the  Friday  followîng  j 
and  added — "  Considering  his  enthusiasm  for  your 
schools^  I  think  you  should  give  him  something  for  his 
diocess — 300  miles  by  200,  and  only  five  clergymen 
yet  in  it.**  A  gênerai  collection,  it  appears,  was  being 
made  for  the  furtherance  of  religions  instruction  in 
Ohio,  and  to  this  Dr  Bell  gave  £60  ;  he  insisted,  how- 
ever,  on  its  being  an  anonymous  subscription. 

We  hâve  seen  that  Dr  Bell  had  gone  to  Sherbnm 
house  from  Scotland  in  October  of  the  présent  year. 
Hère  he  remained  until  the  9th  of  November,  when, 
after  paying  a  visit  to  his  old  and  valuable  friend,  the 
Rev.  Henry  Taylor,  who  had  formerly  o£Sciated  gra- 
tuitously  for  him  at  Swanage  for  six  months,  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  London  to  keep  his  résidence  month  at  the 
Abbey  in  December. 

This  being  completed,  he  next  paid  a  visit  to  Sir 
James  Langham  at  Cottesbrooke  Park,  Northampton- 
shire,  where  he  was  actively  employed,  in  conjunction 
with  his  host,  who  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  new 
System,  in  endeavouring  to  introduce  it  into  a  classical 
school  in  the  vicinity,  but  with  what  success  does  not 
appear. 
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From  hence  he  returned  to  London,  and  on  the  first 
Sunday  after  his  arrivai  (January  16)  he  preached  a 
charity  sermon  before  the  Lord  Mayor  at  St  Magnus's 
church,  for  *^the  Bridge,  Candlewick,  and  Dowgate 
wards'  charity  schools/'  when  a  handsome  collection 
was  made. 

He  remained  in  Lôndon  until  the  mîddle  of  March, 
but  nothing  occurred  of  sufficlent  importance  to  be 
mention^d  during  that  time.  He  then  turned  hfe  steps 
northward,  and  having  arrived  at  Sherburn  house,  re- 
mained there  till  after  Easter,  when  he  went  to  Castle- 
Douglas,  where  he  stayed  until  June,  paying  much 
attention  to  the  neighbouring  «chools,  as  well  as  to  his 
estâtes. 

Soon  after  his  arrivai  hère  he  received  a  letter  from 
Mr  Young,  informing  him  that  the  chapel  at  St  An- 
drews, which  was  so  much  indebted  to  his  liberality, 
was  nearly  completed,  '^It  is,"  he  continued,  "a  fine 
spécimen  of  Gothic  architecture,  and  (without  an  or- 
gan)  will  cost  JElOOO  ;  and  our  subscriptions  amount 
nearly  to  £900,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  very  deeply 

in  debt It  will  be  ready  for  consécration 

about  the  end  of  June,  and  I  am  authorized  to  state 
to  you,  that  it  would  afford  the  vestry,  and  ail  con- 
cerned,  the  highest  gratification,  did  it  suit  your  con- 
venience  to  be  présent  at  that  solemnity." 

There  was  also  an  additional  inducement  to  the  doc- 
tor  to  visit  St  Andrews  at  this  time — ^Dr  Hunter  having 
written  to  inform  him,  that  it  was  probable  *^  that  imme- 
diate  measures  would  be  taken  for  the  effectuai  and 
permanent  adoption,  in  their  initiatory  schools,  of  the 
Madras  System." 


LLF£  OF  DR  fiELL.  303 

In  his  reply,  Dr  Bell  wrote  thus  to  Dr  Hunter — 

^Castle- Douglas,  Âpril  26,  1825. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  It  is  no  small  comfort  and  encouragement  to  me, 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  one,  to  whose  judgment  I  hâve 
ever  bowed  with  great  déférence,  that  a  favourable  oc- 
casion has  arisen  for  the  introduction  of  the  *  Novum 
Organum  '  into  your  elementary  schools,  under  the  high- 
est  authorities  and  ablest  patrons.  I  rejoice  greatly  in  your 
matured  views  of  the  présent  advantages,  and  eventual 
conséquences  of  this  measure,  and  I  am  solicitons  of 
your  further  instruction,  and  to  be  informed  of  your 
project  for  this  interesting  object.  I  agrée  with  you,  that 
a  Personal  commimication  is  far  préférable  to  an  epis- 
tolary  correspondence,  relative  to  individual  arrange- 
ments and  détails.  I  am  therefore  désirons,  if  officiai 
and  indispensable  duties  do  not  prevent  me,  of  an  inter- 
view with  you* 

^*  I  shall  wait  hère  with  great  anxiety  for  an  early 
answer,  begging  you  to  state  when  and  where  I  can 
meet  you.'* 

SeveraJ  other  letters  having  passed  between  Dr 
Hunter  and  Dr  Bell,  the  latter  left  Gastle-Douglas, 
and,  after  staying  a  few  days  at  Edinburgh,  he  reached 
St  Andrews  on  the  16th  of  June,  where  he  remained 
for  upwards  of  a  month.  We  do  not,  however,  find 
many  particulars  of  this  visit  among  his  papers,  nor  does 
it  appear  that  his  wishes  were  subsequently  carried  into 
effect  to  any  extent. 

The  doctor  had  been  for  some  time  snffering  much 
from  rheuraatism,  and  he  now  proceeded  to  Pitkeathly, 
a  watering- place  in  that  part  of  the  coimtry,  for  the  bene- 

voi..  m.  u 
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fit  of  the  hot  baths  and  minerai  waters  ;  from  bence  lie 
returned  to  St  Andrews,  to  be  présent  at  the  consécra- 
tion of  the  new  chapel  there;  and  thence,  after  again 
visiting  Edinbiirgh  and  Castle-Douglas,  he  returned  to 
Sherburn  house,  where  he  arrived  the  second  week  in 
October. 

During  Dr  Bell's  joumey  in  Scotland  Mr  Davies 
remained  at  Sherburn  house,  with  a  most  formidable 
amount  of  labonr  on  his  hands.  Among  many  other 
things,  he  was  to  compile  from  Dr  Bell's  corrected 
copy,  an  epitome  of  a  manuel  of  Instructions,  not  to 
exceed  forty-eight  pages  in  length,  or  two  sheets  12mo. 
Then  he  was  to  prépare  for  the  press  a  new  édition  of 
the  doctor's  larger  manual  of  1823,  and  to  commence 
the  préparation  of  a  complète  édition  of  ail  the  works 
which  he  had  published  from  the  year  1796  to  this 
period,  (1825.)  Having  made  some  progress  în  thèse 
tasks,  hc  sent  an  account  of  what  he  had  done  of  his 
plan  of  proceeding  to  Dr  Bell,  who  wrote  thus  in  reply 
— "  You  hâve  proceeded,  and  are  proceeding,  as  I 
bave  wished.  Go  on,  and  spare  no  pains.  You  must 
be  well  aware  how  instructive,  how  exceedingly  instruc- 
tive your  présent  task  is  to  you,  and  must  still  further 
be  when  I  corne  to  criticise  and  correct  ail  you  shall 
do. 

^'  You  did  well  in  proceeding  to  the  abstract  of  the 
instructions.  You  must  stick  to  and  labour  at  them. 
I  must  publish  them  as  soon  as  possible.  You  are 
apprehensive  that  I  shall  think  them  too  brief.  This 
cannot  be,  if  they  are  comprehensive  and  sufBcient  for 
practîce  :  so  you  may  further  abbreviate  them  if  you 
can,  At  the  same  time  you  must  refer,  at  every  tum, 
to  whatever  you  think  may  in  any  place  be  inserted 
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that  can  add  to  the  instruction  of  tlie  practltloner^  for 
my  adoption,  if  I  should  see  fit.  This  is  perhaps  what 
you  bave  done  *  under  the  title  of  Observations,  &c.,  to 
be  printed  in  a  very  small  type  :*     If  so,  it  is  well." 

The  doctor  aJso  wrote,  at  the  same  time,  to  Mr 
Bamford,  nrging  him  most  strongly  to  labour  at  the 
same  task  ou  which  Mr  Davies  was  employed.  "  I  now 
most  earnestly  call  upon  you,"  he  writes,  "  laying  aside 
ail  othcr  avocations  less  important»  as  evcry  thing  must 
be,  and  to  apply  might  and  main  to  this  task,  as  it  shall 
seem  best  to  you.  You  would  do  well  to  criticise,  cor- 
rect, enlarge,  or  abbreviate,  Davies's  handiwork,  as 
may  seem  best  to  you  for  the  purposes  proposed.  You 
may  do  still  more,  by  making  another  and  new  édition 
of  your  own;  and,  in  short,  by  doing  ail  you  can  to  put 
into  my  hands  such  a  composition  as  you  think  might 
be  published  entire,  and  would  serve  my  purpose." 

Meantime  a  letter  from  Mr  Davies  had  crossed  that 
from  Dr  Bell  to  him,  giving  a  further  account  of  his 
labours  ;  and  from  this  I  shall  give  a  few  extracts,  as 
sbowing  his  indomitable  industry,  and  the  almost  Her» 
culean  tasks  on  which  the  doctor  employed  him. 

**  Sherbum  House»  Jane  18,  1825. 


*'  In  the  first  place,''  he  writes,  "  I  bave  selected  an 
historical  work  from  ail  your  publications,  consisting  of 
npwards  oîjive  hundred  pages.  This  work  is  intended 
to  contain,  when  it  bas  been  again  and  again  corrected 
and  revised,  every  fact  and  every  circumstance  relating 
to  the  history  of  the  Madras  System,  arranged  under 
proper  heads,  and  without  any  répétition.  Next,  I  bave 
selected  ail  introductory  observations  and  remarks^  and 
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inade  a  summarj  of  the  prinelple,  and  mixed  them  wîth 
the  Introduction  of  1833,  which  amounts  to  between 
eighty  and  ninety  pages.  In  both  thèse  works  the 
leaves  hâve  been  torn  ont  of  old  bocks,  whepe  it  could  be 
done  ;  and  where  it  could  not,  or  where  the  same  sub- 
ject  was  described  differentlj  in  several  books,  I  hâve 
compared  them  and  written  them  out,  and  so  composed 
them  together,  that  it  shall  contain  everj  thing  detailed 
in  the  various  passages  ont  of  which  it  is  taken.  Next, 
I  bave  made  a  table  of  contents,  of  about  twenty  pages. 
Thèse  contents  contain  the  heads  of  the  ohapters,  writ- 
ten  out  at  fuU  length  ;  and  underneath  each  head  is 
a  kind  of  running  index,  or  a  short  description  of  every 
principal  circumstance  in  each  chapter,  «o  that  the  sum 
and  substance  of  the  whole  work  might  be  seen  by  a 
single  glanée  over  thèse  twenty  pages.  .  .  .  Thus  I 
bave  -endeavoured  to  coUect  into  one  volume  what  ia 
scattered  throughout  ten  or  twelve  diffinrent  pubUca- 
tiens/* 

In  another  letter,  written  shortly  afterwards,  M r  Da- 
vies,  after  giving  a  further  detailed  account  of  bis  proceed* 
ings,  says — "  I  trust  it  will  appear  évident  to  you,  that 
I  bave  been  employed  with  great  earnestness  in  endea- 
vouring  to  shorten  your  ftiture  labours.  Besides  a  prin- 
ciple  of  duty  to  you,  I  hâve  had  an  addittonal  stimulus 
in  the  idea  that  I  bave  been  engag^d  in  tasks  which 
bave  afforded  me  opportunities  of  improvement,  of 
which  I  could  before  bave  had  no  conception  ;  and, 
from  constant  application  to  the  same  thing,  I  feel  a 

real  enjoyment  in  thèse  interesting  labours I 

rise  at  five  or  six  in  the  moming,  and  go  to  bed  at 
eleven  or  twolve  at  nîght     In  thé  morning  I  walk  for 
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an  hour,  and  then  write  till  breakfast^  and  tlien  again 
from  breakfast  till  dinner^  and  frorn  dinner  till  tea, 
being  about  ten  hours.  I  then  walk  again  for  an  hour, 
and  afterwards  proceed  to  the  papers  till  bedtime." 

The  doctor's  reply  is  characteristic.  "  I  like  much 
your  mode  of  proceeding,"  he  writes,  '^  and  hopc  that 
my  expectations  may  not  be  disappointed*  On  Mr 
Bamford  and  you  I  rely  for  my  ever  enjoying  any 
degree  of  that  comfort  which  falls  to  other  men  in  a 
similar  situation  at  my  time  of  Ufe.  I  am  unable  to 
work  as  I  hâve  done.  But  I  must  do  so,  if  you  do  not 
give  me  every  assistance  in  your  power.  You  must 
work,  not  as  I  hâve  done^  for  that  I  do  not  expect,  but 
as  you  can.  Both  Mr  Bamford  and  you  must  know 
that  your  labour  in  no  other  way  can  be  so  profitable 
to  the  world,  or  so  improving  to  yourselveSr  This  is  a 
field  such  as  was  never  before  presentedr  We  had  our 
discoveries,  inventions^  and  improvements  in  ail  other 
arts  and  sciences  but  that  of  the  infant  mind  ;  and  hère 
such  an  engine  has  been  given  to  you  as  is  to  be  found 
in  no  other  department  ;  and  if  we  who  feeland  acknow- 
ledge  its  value^  and  are  allied  to  it  as  our  fellows  and 
foUowers  never  can  be,  do  not  do  it,  our  work  may  not 
be  done  with  equal  earnestness  and  zeal.  Go  on  and 
prosper.  What  you  think  so  good,  will,  on  révisai,  be 
found  in  need  of  much  correction..  Correct,  revise,  and 
do  a  substantial  good. — Amen." 

We  hâve  seen  that  Dr  Bell  returned  to  Sherbum 
house  in  October.  He  remained  there  till  the  18th  of 
the  following  month,  and  then  wont  direct  to  London. 
Hère  his  stay  was  very  short  ;  and,  early  in  December, 
he  went  to  Cheltenham  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters. 
From  hence,  after  remaining  about  a  fottnight,  hc  went 
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on  a  vîsît  to  Lord  Kenyon  at  Gredington  ;  and  tlien, 
having  determined  on  going  to  Ryde  on  a  visit  to  his 
friends,  Dr  and  Mrs  Lind,  who  resided  there,  he  went 
by  way  of  Southampton,  where  he  visited  thc  National 
and  other  schools. 

Soon  after  the  doctor's  arrivai  at  Ryde,  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  him  by  an  Irish  baronet^  the  Rev. 
Sir  Francis  Lynch  Blosse^  for  a  master  to  conduct  a 
modal  school  for  instructing  m  asters  for  ail  the  paro- 
chial  schools  in  Ireland,  which  had  lately  been  esta- 
blished  in  Dublin,  under  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  in  that  city.  This  institution 
was  under  the  superintendence  of  a  clergyman;  but, 
as  he  was  not  practically  acquainted  with  the  détails 
of  the  System,  they  were  désirons  of  obtaining  a  master 
who  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  National  Society, 
to  whom  they  offered  an  annual  salary  of  £70,  with 
apartments  and  board. 

The  doctor  was  much  pleased  with  this  opening  for 
the  introduction  of  the  Madras  System  ;  and  after  pro- 
mising  to  do  his  best  to  procure  an  eUgible  master^ 
he  wrote  to  Mr  Forster,  of  the  Blue-coat  hospital,  Li- 
verpool,  as  being  supereminently  qualified  for  the  situa- 
tion in  question,  to  offer  him  the  appointment,  alleging 
the  many  advantages  which  would  be  likely  to  accrue 
from  the  situation,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  accept  it. 

To  this  Mr  Forster  replied,  thanking  him  for  his 
kindness  in  interesting  himself  in  his  welfare,  and 
making  particular  enquiries  as  to  the  duties  he  would 
be  expected  to  perform  ;  he  also  expressed  his  intention 
of  going  over  to  Dublin  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  appointment,  which  he  accordingly  did  ; 
but  he  declined  accepting  it  for  very  substantial  reasons. 
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Notwîthstanding  the  many  efforts  which  had  been 
made  to  introdiice  the  Madras  System  into  Ireland^  it 
appears  to  hâve  made  but  small  progress  there;  and 
on  this^  and  the  gênerai  neglect  of  éducation  in  that 
country,  Mr  Forster  thus  remarks,  in  writing  to  inform 
Dr  Bell  of  the  particulars  of  his  visit  to  Dublin  :— 
^'  The  immense  sums  of  money  expended  annually  upon 
éducation  in  Ireland^  and  the  little  good  wliich  compa^ 
ratively  îs  done^  reflects   great  discrédit  upon   some 
quarter.    I  know  not  with  whom  it  rests.    The  schools 
which  I  vlsited  are  a  most  wretched  sample — the  Kil- 
dare  Street  school  is  a  tissue  of  absurdities — Lancaster 
ail  over.     In  the  schools  in  the  Foundling  hospital 
there  are  some  vestiges  of  the  National  System;  but 
whether  they  were  beginning  to  adopt  it,  or  whether  I 
witnessed  the  embers  of  the  System,  I  cannot  tell.     The 
benefits  which  might  be  derived  from  a  proper  and  judi-^ 
cious  application  of  the  System  by  the  lost  peasantry  of 
Ireland,  is  incalculable — the  salvation  of  the  country,  I 
think,  dépends  very  materially  upon  it.  But  where  will  a 
committee  be  found  wlth  sufficient  persévérance,  and  a 
superintendent  and  assistant  with   nerve   enough   to 
attempt  to  carry  the  System  into  opération  ?  The  pré- 
judices of  the  people  seem  so  strong  against  any  mea- 
sure  emanating  from  Protestants,  that  it  is  greatly  to  be 
foared  they  hâve  lost  much  of  their  crédit  for  disinte- 
restedness  in  the  motives  by  which  they  are  actuated  ; 
at  ail  events,  it  seems  very  évident  that  nothing  but  a 
firm  conviction,  on  the  part  of  the  highest  authorities, 
seconded  by  the  clergy,  (acting  with  firmness  and  cau- 
tion,) of  the  paramount  importance  of  the  religions 
instruction  of  the  poor,  and  a  set  of  active,  intelligent^ 
prudent,  and  indefatigable  teachers,  will  ever  be  able  to 
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dissipatethe  préjudices  at présent  existing — and  no  gôod 
can  possibly  be  expected  till  tbey  are  removed — aud 
work  that  intellectual  reformation  in  the  people  which 
is  so  devoutly  ta  be  wished,  and  on  which  the  internai 
peace  and  tranquiHhy,  and  the  prôsperity  o£  Ireland,  so 
materîally  dépend." 

Nothing  further  was  done  in  the  matter  untîl  April, 
when  Sir  F.  Lynch  Blosse  wrote  to  Mr  Forster,  offer- 
ing  him  the  head-mastership  of  the  Foundling  hospi- 
tal  in  Dublin,  "  at  a  sakry  the  same  as  he  was  then  re- 
ceiving,  with  roems,  &c.,  in  the  hospitaJ."  Mr  Forster, 
however,  wa«  unwiHing  f o  leave  England  ;  and,  indeed, 
the  trustées  of  the  Blue-^coat  hospital  considcred  hîs 
services  so  raluable  and  important  in  his  présent  situa- 
tion, that  they  consîderably  increased  his  émoluments, 
and  appointed  Mrs  Forster  matron.  Accordingly  he  was 
induced  to  remain  there  ;  and  we  do  not  hear  any  thing 
more  on  the  subject  of  Ifeland  for  some  time. 

At  Ryde  Dr  Bell  received  a  letter  from  my  father, 
giving  him  an  account  of  a  tour  in  HoUand  which  he 
had  lately  made,  and  during  which  he  had  been  laid  up 
for  some  weeks  by  the  bite  of  an  insect  in  the  foot. 
The  doctor's  reply  will  throw  some  little  lîght  upon 
his  présent  opinions  and  proceedings. 

'*Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  llth  February  1826. 

"  My  dearest  Sir, 

*'  I  was,  the  other  day,  rejoîced  at  the  sight  of 
your  well-known  hand,  after  a  more  than  usual  inter- 
val,  and  having  been  so  often  disappointed  in  my  at- 
tempts  at  seeing  your  face  and  that  of  your  beloved 
fainily. 

^  Dnring  vo  ir  continental  tour,  I  hâve  been  engagea 
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in  the  continuation  of  niy  insular  tour,  not  without 
some  skare  of  suffering  as  well  as  you,  and  of  the  con- 
solation and  comfort  which  hâve  distinguished  your 
route.  My  rheumatism,  which  seemed  chronîcal,  and 
likely  to  stick  to  me,  has  yielded  to  some  or  other  of 
the  numerous  resorts  and  resources  to  which  I  had 
recourse,  or  else  to  time.  But  neîther  it,  nor  my  thread- 
bare  occupations,  nor  noctarnal  1ucnbrations,possess  any 
of  that  intense  interest  whîch  your  narrative  excites  în 
my  breast.  I  liave  always  felt  a  horrot  of  your  mis- 
chievous  enemy.  I  grieved  for  your  conséquent  suf- 
ferings,  and  sincerelyenjoyed  the  sympathy  and  kindness 
of  congenial  frlends,  such  as  cannot  often  fall  in  your 
way  so  scasonably  and  happily,  nor  shall  I  be  at  case 
till  I  hear  of  your  complète  recovery. 

'*  I  hâve  learned  more  and  more  of  a  reaction  in  the 
fashion  of  scholastic  thinking,  and  of  a  falling  off  in  the 
zeal  and  activity  of  some  of  the  early  friends  of  éduca- 
tion and  visîtors  of  schools.  In  great  and  learned 
bodies  I  hâve  witnessed  a  marked  distaste  of,  at  least 
bostility  to,  the  System  of  mutual  tuition  and  moral 
discipline.  In  the  trade,  (if  I  may  so  speak,)  great 
and  small,  its  economy  and  dispatch,  and  ail  the  argu- 
ments which,  from  over  zeal  and  want  of  poHcy,  I  hâve 
urged  in  its  faveur,  hâve  produced  a  contraiy  sensation 
and  efFect.  Préjudice  and  interest  hâve  a  wide  sway. 
Rectors  of  great  establishments  and  académies,  who 
hâve  been  furnished  with  much  information,  numerous 
books  and  documents  for  their  own  use,  and  that  of 
their  sub-masters  and  pupils,  bave  suppressed  them, 
and  kept  their  colleagues  in  ignorance  of  their  exist- 
ence, and  of  what  they  were  found  solicitons  to  bave 
known,  and  ^  hat,  in  some  instances,  might  bave  rescued 
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their  institutions  from  disgrâce  and  décline.  Tlie  great 
bulk  of  preceptors  in  various  quarters^  do  not  know 
more  of  the  new  System  of  éducation  than  the  name  of 
Mr  Lancaster.  They  know  nothing  of  the  publications 
on  the  subject  of  their  profession.  If  books  be  sent  or 
presented  to  them,  they  do  not  read  them;  or,  if  they 
do^  feel  no  concern  in  them. 

^  Fifty  copies  of  the  latest  nianual,  with  many  offi- 
ciai papers^  printed  and  written^  hâve  been  sent  to  a 
most  respectable  and  leamed  scholar  and  professional 
man,  professedly  friendly  to  the  new  System  ;  some  for 
distribution^  according  to  a  given  list;  others  as  he 
should  see  fit  ;  and  others  to  a  certain  person  for  cir* 
culation.  AU  thèse,  after  nine  or  twelve  months,  were 
found  locked  up,  waiting,  as  it  was  said,  for  a  season* 
able  time  for  delivery.  How  suitable  to  my  impa- 
tience ! 

"  One  of  my  oldest  and  ablest  professional  friends, 
now  highly  exalted,  said,  not  long  ago,  in  my  hearing 
— '  The  only  fault  of  Dr  BelPs  System  is,  that  it  teaches 
too  fast.'  What  a  reason  for  bis  preceptorial  succès^ 
sors  to  exclude  it  from  his  school  ! 

^^  No  one  can  tell  the  mischief  which  bas  arisen,  as  I 
predicted  it  would,  à  priori,  and  denounced  ever  since 
daily,  from  our  paying  of  our  masters  for  being  idle, 
and  bribing  them  to  neglect  their  duty.  But  stop! 
This  is  the  reverse  of  the  medal.  See  the  obverse, 
See  a  rapid  and  expansive  diffusion,  and  progressive 
advancement  at  home  and  abroad,  far  beyond  expecta- 
tion  or  example. 

"  I  am  hère  working  double  tides  day  and  night, 
with  an  abridged  manual,  to  bring  it  within  half  the 
compass  of  the  former  édition,  and  leave  nothing  out, 
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for  gênerai  circulation  and  common  use  ;  and  I  hope  to 
hâve  as  many  copies  for  you  as  you  can  distribu  te  with 
a  friendly  hand  among  your  friends,  and  friends'  friends 
at  home  and  abroad.  1  shall  endeavour  to  meet  you 
in  town,  where  I  must  be  at  audit  on  the  last  day  of 
this  month.  More  is  uncertain.-  I  dare  name  no  pe- 
riod  for  Keswick.  For  fourteen  summers  I  had  pro- 
mised  to  be  hère  at  Ryde,  and  hâve  only  reached  it 
this  winter.  Not  like  the  felicity  hunters^  my  felicity 
is  in  retirement  and  leisure,  for  my  jaded^  duU,  and 
stupid  muse.  Most  of  the  coast  schools,  as  far  as 
Brighton,  &c.,  I  am  again  obliged  to  give  up  for  the 
présent. 

"  1  am  engaged  in  an  earnest  correspondence  with 
Sir  Francis  Lynch  Blosse,  an  old  Irish  baronet,  about 
a  model  school  (by  their  promoting  and  propagating 
Society)  under  ail  the  bishops.  They  bave  wisely 
adopted  your  plan  of  uniting  the  offices  of  parochial 
Bchoolmaster  and  parish  clerk.  I  am  quite  deUghted 
with  their  project.     More  of  this  hereafter, 

"  My  love  to  ail,  great  and  small.  Believe  me 
always»  my  dear  sir,  with  the  greatest  regard,  your 
most  aflfectionate  friend.     Excuse,  excuse,  excuse." 
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CHAPTER  LIL 

Dr  Bell's  suggestions  to  t^e  School  Committee — Sherburn  Hospiial — "Mrs 
Cook's  death — ^the  Doctor's  illness-^Sherbiirn  Hospital  tithes— Purcbase 
of  Lindsay  Cottage — Lettera  vespectiiig  proposed  trust  of  £10,000— Prizea 
for  the  Central-  School^ — Sermon  on  the  death  of  the  Archbishop  of  Caa- 
terbury — Profèssor  Pillans — RingV  CoUejge — ^Letters  to  Sir  John  Sinclair 
— Correspondence  with  Dr  Russell  and  Dr  Baird. 

Dr  Bell  having  remalned  with  his  friends  Dr  and 
Mrs  Lind  at  Ryde^  aDd  received  great  kindness  and 
hospitality  from  them  until  the  end  of  February,  went 
to  Portsmouth^  and  from  thence  ta  London^  and  took 
up  hîs  qiiarters  at  his  old  lodgtngs  in  Warwick  Court, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  visit  to  Brighton, 
he  remained  until  the  following  June. 

Reports  had  lately  reached  Dr  Bell,  that  the  National 
Bchools  in  différent  parts  of  the  country  were  not  in  so 
flourishing  a  condition  as  might  be  wished  ;  and  this 
evil  he  was  most  désirons  should  be  examined  into  and 
remedied.  He  accordingly  drew  up  the  following  re- 
marks,  which  were  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  National 
Society  on  the  8th  of  March  1826  : — 

"  I  hâve  sometimes  stated  to  this  committee,  and  I 
hâve  at  ail  times  said,  that  our  National  schools,  under 
their  présent  constitution,  could  not  in  gênerai  thrive 
and  produce  the  results  for  which  they  were  established. 
Every  year*s  expérience  has  strengthened  and  confirm- 
ed  this  opinion.     I  havo  witnessed  and  had  reports 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  317 

from  various  qiiarters,  that  our  schools  in  gênerai  hâve 
fallen  off,  are  falling  ofF,  and,  I  may  add,  must  fall  off, 
as  to  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  right  instruction  and 
good  conduct,  moral  and  religions  knowledge,  and 
pious  habits.  The  great  and  numerous  advantages 
which  we  enjoy  from  the  highest  authorities,  from 
influence  and  from  wealth,  must  continue  to  add  to 
our  aggregate  numbers,  by  the  substantial  and  effectuai 
aid  which  is  given  to  the  érection,  fittîng  up,  and  répa- 
ration of  school-rooms  and  school-houses,  and  to  the 
encouragement  and  support  of  schools.  But  it  is  grie- 
vous  to  reflect  on  the  thousands  and  thousands  of  cases 
in  which  thèse  great  advantages  fail  of  the  end  for 
which  they  were  designed.  Owing  to  the  administra- 
tion, or  rather  mal-administration,  of  the  internai  eco- 
nomy  of  our  schools,  our  pre-eminence  in  ail  else  is  in 
agréât  measure  forfeited.  Our  schools  are  not  attended 
as  they  might  be,  because  neither  parents  nor  children 
find  they  are  worth  attending  ;  and  other  schools,  infe- 
rior  in  almost  every  respect,  but  where  something  is 
taught,  however  badly,  bave  attractions  for  scholars 
which  ours  bave  not,  because  superior  attention  is  paid 
to  their  modes  of  instruction,  however  inferior  in  them- 
selves,  and  to  superintendence.  Nothing  is  so  easy  as  to 
show  the  causes  of  thèse  disparities,  and  to  point  out 
an  economical  and  efficient  remedy. 

"  For  thèse  and  other  weighty  reasons,  I  bave  for- 
merly  moved — perhaps,  the  only  motion  I  ever  made 
in  this  place — and  I  now  again  think  it  a  duty  impe- 
rative  on  me  humbly  to  move,  that  a  sélect  committee, 
or  open  school  or  corresponding  committee,  bo  ap- 
pointed  to  consider  this  interesting  and  momentous 
subject,  and  report  upon  it." 
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In  concurrence  with  thîs  recommendation,  the  con- 
sidération of  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  school 
committee^  for  whose  use  suggestions  were  drawn  up 
by  Dr  BeU. 

The  most  important  of  thèse  were — "  That  it  was 
essential  to  the  permanent  prosperity  and  conséquent 
diffusion  oi  schools,  constitutcd  as  those  of  the  National 
Society,  that  they  should  be  placed  under  an  effective 
committee  of  directors  and  visitors  ;  and  that  the  incum- 
bent  of  the  parish^  when  it  is  suitable  and  agreeable  to 
him^  should  act  as  gênerai  superintendent  and  visitor  ; 
or  else  a  deputy  or  assistants  should  be  nominated  by 
or  for  him,  compétent  to  instruct^  direct,  and  control 
the  master  in  ail  his  functions. 

^^  That  it  was  deducible  from  principle,  as  well  as 
ascertained  by  expérience,  that  in  National  (as  in 
other,  and  even  more  than  in  other)  schools,  it  is  of 
main  importance  that  the  duty  and  interest  of  the 
master  should  be  united.  For  instance,  in  cases  where 
weekly  pence,  or  other  school  fées  are  received,  which 
is  often  done  with  good  effect,  the  amount  should  be 
paid  over  to  the  master,  in  addition  to  such  a  stipend 
as  should,  on  this  arrangement,  be  thought  proper,  or  be 
agreed  upon,  so  that  his  émoluments  should  keep  pace 
with  his  good  or  ill  success. 

*'  That,  with  a  view  to  the  readier  superintendenoe 
of  the  school,  as  well  as  to  the  due  rémunération  of 
the  master,  it  is  requisite  that  a  paidometer  or  register 
should  be  kept  of  the  monthly  and  annual  progress  of 
each  scholar,  the  number  of  days  of  his  attendance  at 
church  and  at  school,  and  his  gênerai  behaviour.'* 
.  .  Thèse  suggestions  were  highly  approved  of  by  the 
school  committee,  as  far  as  concerned  making  the  duty 
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and  interest  of  the  master  inséparable,  and  the  ap- 
pointaient of  regular  visitors  ;  and  their  report  was 
confirmed,  soon  afterwards,  at  a  meeting  of  the  gênerai 
committee. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  it  may  Iiere  be 
mentioned  that  a  bequest  of  ^1000  had  been  lately 
made  to  the  Central  school  by  Bishop  Barrington, 
(whose  death  took  place  in  the  spring  of  this  year,)- 
"  for  tlie  instruction  of  poor  children  on  the  Madras 
System." 

Early  in  May,  Dr  Bell  was  iiivited  to  the  annual 
examination  of  the  children  of  the  City  of  London 
National  schools,  and  to  dinner  at  the  City  of  London 
Tavern,  where  he  spoke  at  some  length.  He  also, 
shortly  afterwards,  attended  a  meeting  of  the  gênerai 
committee  of  the  National  Society,  on  which  occasion 
he  read  a  long  farewell  speech,  which  he  had  pre- 
viously  prepared,  containing,  among  other  thing&,  an 
acconnt  of  the  rise,  progress,  and  présent  state  of  the 
Madras  System» 

Having  remained  in  London  until  the  16th  of  June, 
the  doctor  went  to  Leamington,  where  he  remained 
about  ten  days,  and  visited  the  schools  there  and  in 
the  neighbourhood.  From  hence  he  turned  his  steps 
northward^  and  arrived  at  Sherbmn  house  on  the  6th 
of  July. 

A  slight  interruption  in  the  peace  of  the  hospital 
occurred  during  the  doctor's  présent  visit^  owing  fo 
the  interférence  of  some  electioneering  friends  of  Mr 
Taylor^  who  thought^  as  he  had  before  taken  up  the 
matter  so  warmly^  they  could  not  do  better  than  excite 
another  disturbance.    They  accordingly  persuaded  thei 
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brethren  to  sîgn  a  paper  of  ridîciiloiis  complaînts^  con- 
cerning  the  manner  in  which  their  food  was  cooked^ 
&c.,  and  this  was  sent  to  Mr  Taylor,  to  be  presented  as 
a  pétition  to  the  visiter. 

Information  of  this  having,  by  accident,  corne  to  Dr 
BelPs  ears,  he  requested  Mr  Bamford  to  call  on  Mr 
Taylor,  who  expressed  himself  as  greatly  annoyed  at  se 
absurd  a  pétition  being  sent  to  him,  and  said  he  would 
hâve  nothing  whatever  to  do  wîth  it, 

Dr  Van  Mildert  had  now  succeeded  Bishop  Barring- 
ton  in  the  see  of  Durham,  and  the  doctor,  thinking  ît 
désirable  that,  as  vîsitor  of  the  hospital,  he  shonld  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  which  had  taken 
place  respecting  it,  sent  him  a  snccinct  narrative  of  ail 
that  had  occurred. 

In  the  course  of  the  autumn,  the  doctor  retumed 
to  London  to  perform  his  duties  at  the  Abbey  ;  and 
thèse  being  concluded,  he  made  a  short  tour  along 
the  south  coast»  inspecting  the  différent  schools  in  his 
route.  While  at  Hastings,  where  he  arrived  în  De- 
cember,  (1826,)  he  received  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  Mrs  Gook,  with  whom  Miss  Bell  had  been 
staying  for  a  considérable  time,  and  where  she  then 
was  ;  and  his  letters,  on  this  occasion,  express  much 
warm  and  kindly  feeling  for  the  friend  whom  he  and 
his  sister  had  thus  lost. 

From  Hastings,  Dr  Bell  went  to  Dr  Lind's  at  Ryde, 
with  whom,  and  in  lodgings  near  them,  he  remained  un- 
til  thefollowing  March,  (1827,)  whenheretumedto  Lon- 
don, and  shortly  afterwards  took  lodgings  at  Hampstead. 
On  going  to  London,  one  day  he  was  taken  suddenly 
ill  with  a  complaint  which  had  troubled  him  in  India  ; 
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and,  being  unable  to  retum  to  Hampstead,  lie  was  most 
kindly  received  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Johnson  at  Baldwin 
Gardons,  where  he  remained  nearly  a  fortnîght,  during 
which  his  health  had  improved,  Soon  after  his  return 
to  Hampstead,  hç  again  relapsed;  and  at  one  time 
his  recovery  was  doubtful.  He  was  now  obliged  to 
be  again  removed  to  Loudon,  to  be  near  his  médical 
attendants,  among  whom  was  Mr  Abernethy;  and, 
after  some  time,  he  began  slowly  to  amcnd.  Not- 
withstanding  his  state  of  weakness  and  suffering,  he 
would  not  lay  aside  his  nsual  oceupations  ;  and,  du . 
ring  his  illness,  he  still  laboured  incessantly  at  a  new 
édition  of  his  '^  Manual,''  which  had  been  long  on 
hand.  *^  It  is  incredible,"  he  writes  to  my  father  at 
this  time,  *'  the  toil  and  time  which  this  epitome 
of  my  former  édition  of  instructions  of  1823  bas  cost 
me.  Advanced  years,  growing  infirmities,  and  decay 
of  mind  and  mempiy,  together  with  the  difficulty  of 
compressing  within  ÊDrty-eight  pages  what  was  be- 
fore  a  hundred  an4  forty-eight,  and  leaving  nothing 
eut,  are  the  causes  to  iirhich  I  ascribe  my  slow  progress, 
in  the  course  of  which  I  often  turned  my  eyes  towards 
you;  but  with  so  small  a  matter  ^  a  sixpenny  or 
shilling  tract  for  common  use,  I  coulcj  not  bring  myself 
to  break  in  upon  your  time,  occupied  as  I  always  know 
it  to  be.  As  it  is  intended  for  gênerai  circulation,  I 
hâve,  however,  been  as  troublesome  to  my  friends  as 
usnal  ;  and  am  in  the  midst  of  the  press,  and  scarcely 
expect  to  get  out  of  it  for  a  month  to  come. 

This  édition  was  published  in  the  foUowing  July, 
(1827  ;)  and,  in  forwarding  a  copy  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  he  says — "  This  little  work  terminâtes  an 
era  in  my  life.    It  is  the  resuit  of  nearly  forty  years'  hard 
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labour  ;  and  therein  of  twenty  years  under  the  auspices 
of  your  grâce,  of  which  the  last  sixteen  bas  been  undei 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Society.  Whatever  I  may 
hâve  sacrificed  of  ease  and  comfort^  and  suffered  in 
health^  in  rearing  a  favourite  child^  (shall  I  say  to  ma- 
turity  ?)  I  do  not  regret,  if  the  cause  of  national  éduca- 
tion continue  to  adyance,  and  the  Madras  system  to 
flourish  and  spread." 

During  his  illness,  he  received  information  of  a  suit 
being  set  on  foot,  respecting  the  tithes  of  Sherbum 
hospital,  by  the  Rev.  James  Miller,  yicar  of  Pittington, 
and  formerly  his  chaplain  ;  who  had  expressed  some 
intentions  to  this  effect  in  1824,  and  now  filed  a  bill 
in  chancery,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  thèse 
tithes. 

The  doetor,  immediately  on  hearing  this,  irrote  to 
his  soliciter,  Mr  Griffith  of  Durham,  who  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  claim  was  not  well  founded,  and 
that  Dr  Bell  was  bound  for  his  own  sake,  and  that 
of  his  successors,  to  resist  it.  He  accordtngly  en- 
gaged  counsel  in  London,  and  laboured  assiduously 
himself,  notwithstanding  his  then  precarious  state,  in 
preparing  a  defence.  As  soon  as  his  health  was  some- 
what  re-established,  he  went  to  Cheltenham;  and, 
after  staying  there  nearly  three  months,  proceeded  to 
Sherbum  house,  where  Mr  Bamford  had  for  some 
time  been  engaged  in  the  examination  of  ail  the  old 
records  and  papers  that  could  be  found  there,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  defence  against  Mr  Miller's 
suit.  The  doetor  and  Mr  Davies  now  came  to  his 
assistance,  and  soon  completed  ail  the  necessary  pre* 
liminaries.  It  will  not,  however,  be  needful  to  enter 
further  into  an  account  of  this  suit,  as  it  was  not  then 
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brought  to  a  close,  and  the  proceedings  were  subse- 
quently  stayed  by  Dr  Bell's  decease. 

I  hâve  said  that  the  doctor  made  some  stay  at  CheU 
tenbam  previous  to  going  to  Sherburn  hospital,  and 
I  must  now  notice  the  purchase  he  then  made  of  a 
house  there. 

He  had  for  some  time  been  désirons  of  possessing  a 
fixed  résidence,  somewhere  within  reach  of  London  ; 
and,  during  his  last  visit  to  Tnnbridge  wells,  he  had 
proposed  purchasing  a  house  there,  but  failed  in  obtain- 
ing  the  one  he  wished  for.  He  now  found  one  in  Chel- 
enham,  called  Lindsay  Cottage,  for  sale,  belonging  to 
Lady  Mary  Lindsay  Craufard  ;  and,  as  it  suited  him 
in  ail  respects,  the  purchase  was  speedily  completed* 
The  price  was  £4000,  the  house  being  completely  ftur<^ 
nished,  and  having  nearly  two  acres  of  lawn  and  shrub» 
bery  attached  to  it. 

He  had  remained  at  Sherburn  house  until  the  end 
of  October,  and  then  retumed  to  London  to  perform 
his  duties  at  the  Abbey  in  November  ;  after  which  he 
went  to  Cheltonham,  where  he  remained  some  time 
with  his  friends,  Mrs  and  Miss  Hannington,  and  then 
proceeded  to  the  palace  at  Bristol,  on  a  visit  to  the 
Bishop  and  Mrs  Gray  ;  vrhence  he  retumed  to  Chel-* 
tenham,  and  in  the  middle  of  January  took  possession 
of  his  new  purchase,  with  which  he  was  much  de- 
lighted.  His  establishment  now  consisted  of  Mr  Davies, 
two  female  servants,  and  a  man  servant. 

The  doctor  now  began  to  feel  himself  more  settled 
than  he  had  been  for  years.  Since  he  quitted  Swanage, 
he  had  been  continoally  moving  from  place  to  place  ; 
and  thongh  this  was  doubtless  owing,  chiefly,  to 
his  mind  having  become  entirely  absorbed  in  the  one 
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object  of  his  life,  there  were  probably  other  moving 
causes.  He  now  began  to  turn  his  mind  more  definitely 
Ihan  lie  had  hitherto  done,  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
end  he  had  in  view  should  be  best  carried  out  after  his 
death^  as  well  as  at  présent  ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  en- 
tering  Lindsay  Cottage,  he  commeneed  a  letter  to  Lord 
Kenyon,  which  it  is  necessary  to  insert  at  length. 

**  Lindsay  Cottage,  Cheltenham,  January  15, 1828. 

"  My  Lord, 

*'  I  hâve  at  length  fixed  on  a  sequestered  cottage  at 
Chelte])ham  for  an  occasional  abode,  if  it  shall  please 
God  to  prolong  my  life.  In  this  sélection  I  hâve  been 
guided  by  varions  inducements,  such  as  the  minerai 
waters,and  able  and  ready  médical  attendance,as  well  as 
retirement  and  repose.  This  retreat  is  completely  rus 
in  urbe,  embosomed  in  a  grove  in  a  central  part  of  the 
town  ;  in  the  propinquity  of  the  Church,  the  National 
Schools,  the  Libraries,  and  the  Spas.  The  faouse  is  judi- 
ciously  planned,  substantially  built,  and  fitted  up  in  a 
peculiar  style  of  élégance  and  taste,  by  a  noble  lady  of 
my  native  kingdom  of  Fife,  whose  name  it  bears,  and 
by  whom  alone,  till  now,  it  has  been  possessed.  The 
grove  also  was  laid  out  by  her  ladyship,  and  the  trees, 
which  were  planted  nnder  her  personal  direction  and 
Buperintendence,  and  mostly  by  her  own  hands,  hâve 
greatly  flourished.  There  is  likewise  in  the  groimds  a 
handsome  lodge-r-Craufiird  Lodge — ^which,  .too,  was 
built  by  her  ladyshîp,  consisting  of  three  stories,  with 
seven  rooms.  In  both  houses  there  are  pumps,  with 
the  best  water  of  the  place.  In  short,  nothing  is  left  to 
bo  donc  but  to  introduce  the  pure  and  soft  hill  water 
into  the  cottage,  and  to  add  some  necessary  accommo. 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  325 

dations^  for  whîch  I  hâve  already  given  directions.  To- 
day, în  taking  possession  of  this  convenient  and  beauti- 
fui  villa,  I  consider  myself  as  entering  on  the  last  stage 
of  my  scholastic  life.  Age  and  infirmitics  hâve  long 
warned  me  to  withdraw  myself  more  and  more  from 
the  laborious  departments  of  my  favourite  vocation,  to 
which  I  hâve  become  more  and  more  unequal  ;  and  it 
has  providentially  occurred,  that  while  in  my  state  of 
health,  récréation  and  relaxation  from  incessant  and 
intense  fatigues  of  body  and  mind  hâve  become  abso- 
lutely  necessary,  the  wide  spread  of  the  Madras  System 
of  éducation  has  rendered  my  personal  visitation  and 
instruction  of  individual  schools  less  requisite,  as  well 
as  less  profitable.  Every  thing  combines  to  remind 
me  of  the  years  that  hâve  passed,  and  of  the  urgent 
necessity  of  procecding,  before  it  be  (if  not  already) 
too  late,  to  dévote  that  portion  of  the  leisure  I  may  be 
allowed  to  enjoy,  and  of  the  very  humble  talents,  if  any, 
I  may  yet  possess,  to  the  conclusion  of  the  work  to 
which  I  stand  pledged  by  the  discovery  I  hâve  made, 
by  the  labours  I  hâve  undergone  in  contriving,  rearing, 
and  propagating  a  System  of  éducation  founded  on  that 
discovery,  and  by  the  expérience  of  thirty  and  nine 
years  given  to  this  occupation,  and  by  every  tie,  human 
and  divine. 

"  Every  thing  combines  to  remind  me  that  it  is  more 
than  high  time  to  revise,  digest,  and  sum  up  what  I 
bave  written,  and  what  I  bave  done  in  the  science  of 
éducation,  and  in  the  art  of  tuition,  and  to  publish  a 
complète  édition  of  my  scholastic  works,  which  may 
serve  for  a  model  of  the  Ludus  Literatius.  The  system 
of  mutual  instruction  and  moral  discipline,  for  schools 
of  every  description,  for  the  rich  as  wcU  as  for  the  poor 
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— a  System  by  which,  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
new  organ  for  the  multiplication  of  power  and  division 
of  labour  in  the  moral  and  intcllectual  world^  every  pupil 
may  be  kept  busily,  profitably,  and  happily  employed 
every  moment  spent  in  school^  and  his  improvement 
rendered  a  maximum^  according  to  the  fuU  measure  of 
his  capacity^  with  a  facillty^  despatch^  and  economy  of 
time,  raoney,  and  punishment  impracticable  under  anj 
other  S3^tem. 

^^  Owing  to  the  simplicity,  the  unîversality,  and  the 
immensity  of  the  power  which  actuates  the  entire  scho- 
lastic  System^  it  has  spread  over  the  world  with  a  rapi* 
dity^  and  to  an  extent^  of  which  there  is  no  parallel  in 
any  school  ancient  or  modem.  In  every  instance  îts 
success  bears  proportion  to  the  ability  with  which  it  is 
executed^  and  the  direction  which  is  given  to  it.  More 
especially  and  most  happily^  under  the  auspices  of  his 
most  gracions  Majesty^  Patron^  and  thepersonal  super- 
intendence  and  direction  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury,  Président,  and  the  highest  authorities  in  Church 
and  State,  Vice^presidents,  has  this  System  been  dis- 
seminated  among  the  poor  throughout  Ëngland  and 
Wales.  But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  in  many  schools 
which  pass  under  the  dénomination  of  Madras,  the  Sys- 
tem is  so  ill  understood,  or  wretchedly  executed,  particu* 
larly  in  the  lower  forms,  that  in  nothing,  except  the 
name  and  external  show  of  mutual  tuition,  can  they  be 
distinguished.  Few,  if  any,  of  its  good  fruits  are  per- 
ceptible ;  and  there  is  a  risk  that  from  such  abortive 
attempts,  where  the  master  k  incompétent  or  neglect- 
fui  of  his  duty>  and  the  visitors  not  conversant  with  the 
détails,  the  System  itself  may  fall  into  discrédit  and 
désuétude. 
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^'  In  the  northem  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  monito- 
rial  System^  as  the  System  of  mutual  instruction  and 
moral  discipline  is  frequently  styled^  bas  hitherto  made 
little  progress  ;  and,  from  varions  causes,  the  established 
schools  there  hâve  fallen  off  from  their  wonted  celebrity, 
at  a  time  when  means  were  fumished  of  raising  them 
to  a  much  higher  eminence. 

^'  In  sundry  quarters,  divers  classical  and  other 
schools  for  the  richer  classes  of  the  community,  hâve 
adopted  this  System  with  the  happiest  results.  But 
from  obvions  causes,  its  spread  among  thèse  is  compa- 
ratively  slow  and  inconsiderable  ;  and  even  in  respect- 
able schools,  and  under  able  masters,  the  scholars  are 
commonly  classed,  not  according  to  their  proficiency 
but  seniority  of  standing,  the  fatal  effects  of  which  need 
not  be  hère  pointed  out.  But  so  much  are  we  accus- 
tomed  to  old  forms,  that  we  appreciate  a  school  by  its 
sending  ont  a  few  good  scholars  annually,  regardless  of 
the  numbers  of  the  same  class  who  sui&r  from  not 
being  able  to  keep  pace  with  them« 

'*  Thèse  are  evils  which  still  ciy  aloud  for  a  remedy, 
and  the  remedy  is  certain  and  known,  and  was  pub- 
lished  in  the  System  of  ediication  alluded  to  above, 
under  the  title  of  ^AnExperiment  in  Education,  made  at 
the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras;  suggesting  a  System  by 
which  a  sehool  or  family  may  teach  itself»  under  the 
eoperintendence  ci  the  master  or  parent. — ^London, 
1797.* 

^  Tbis  report  bas  been  followed  up,  with  détails 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  this 
couûtry,  by  successive  publications,  under  the  titles  of 
^  Eléments  of  Tuition»  parts  Ist,  2d^  and  3d,  &c.,'  and 
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by  manuals  of  instruction  for  conducting  schools  thtongh 
the  agency  of  the  scholars  themselves^  of  which  the  last 
édition  îs  dated  1827.  Rivingtons  :  price  one  shilling. 

'^  Considering  that  schools  upon  thia  System  have^  in 
gênerai,  been  conducted  by  masters  taken  from  other 
professions,  and  brought  up  in  the  préjudices  and  habits 
of  the  old  school,  often  ill  instructed  in  the  System,  and 
unequal  to  their  office,  with  a  salary  independent  of  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duty-^-considering  this,  its 
partial  success  and  extensive  diffusion  are  much  more 
remarkable  than  the  errors,  imperfections,  and  failures, 
which,  in  its  infancy,  hâve  occurred  in  its  administra- 
tion :  and  a  reasonable  expectation  may  be  entertained^ 
and  is  indeed  already  justified  by  expérience,  that 
wherever  the  System  is  literally  copied  and  faithfully 
administered,  its  success  and  results  will  correspond 
with  those  which  were  exemplified  in  its  native  school; 
and  that  when  it  shall  hâve  overcome  deep-rooted  pré- 
judice, inveterate  habits,  party  spirit,  and  interested 
opposition,  it  will  be  generally  introduced  into  the 
higlier  as  well  as  the  lower  orders  of  schools  ;  and  that 
the  discovery  for  the  multiplication  of  power  and  divi- 
sion of  labour,  shall  produce  the  same  advances  in  the 
scholastic,  as  it  bas  donc  in  the  physical  world. 

"  This  bas  been  the  scope  of  ail  the  author's  labours; 
and  he  considers  it  as  his  bounden  duty  to  employ  every 
mcans  in  his  power  to  raake  fresh  efforts,  and  to  adopt 
more  vigorous  measures,  for  the  attainment  of  this  end. 
Sensible,  however,  of  his  own  inadequacy,  at  this  late 
pcriod  of  his  life,  and  with  a  constitution  worn  out  with 
âge  and  infirmities,  he  feels  the  necessity  of  having  re- 
course to  the  assistance  and  support  of  more  inâuential 
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persons^  abler  heads^  and  readier  pens^  in  digesting  his 

I  future  plans  and  accelerating  tLeir  accomplishment. 

"  With  this  view  he  submits  far  your  lordship's  con- 

I  sideration^  counsel,  and  correction,  the  foHowing  out- 

'.  lines  of  a  scheme  whicli  occurs  to  him  as  most  conda^ 

cive  to  the  consummation  of  bis  tetskw 

"  It  is  proposed  to  constitute  a  trust  (or  society)  for 

f  the  improvement  and  extension  of  élementary  educa* 

tion  among  the  higher  as  well  as  the  lower  orders  of  the 
community,  and  for  other  purposes  conneeted  there- 
with. 

'*  To  this  trust   shall   be   trtinsferred   the   sum   of 

I  dÊ  10,000  three  per  cent  consols,  a  portion  of  fonds  here- 

tofore  destined  for  posthumous  porposes^. 

>  **  One  of  the  objects  of  the  trust  is  to  render  avail- 

able  to  immédiate  use,  whaterer  may  befall  the  donor, 
this  sum,  or  the  residue  thereof,  at  hifl  death. 

'^  The  conditions  of  the  trust,  it  is  submitted^  may  be 
as  follows  : — 

"  Ist. — That  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  this  sum 
shall  be  at  the  disposai  of  the  donor  during  his  life,  for 
such  public  and  private  purposes  as  may  be  found  con- 

I  venient  to  promote  his  object. 

"  2d. — That  on  his  death  the  residue  shall  be  dis- 
posed  of  in  the  manner  he  shall  bave  directed,  by  will 
or  otherwise,  failing  which,  to  be  at  the  disposai  of  the 
trustées,  at  their  discrétion,  conformably  to  their  know- 
ledge  of  his  intentions.  The  trustées,  and  eventually 
perhaps  executors,  whom  he  would  wish  to  nominate, 
are  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Kenyon,  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Bristol,  Sir  James  Langham,  Bart.,  the  Rev. 
Dr  D'Oyley,  Lambeth,  the  Rer.  Dr  Russell  of  Charter- 
house,   Robert  Southey,   Esq.,  G.  W*  Marriot,  and 
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William  Gray,  barristers — any  three  of  whom  to  form  a 
quorum. 

"  Of  the  Works  which  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to 
publish  under  thia  trusta  he  would  solicit  Mr  Southej 
to  be  the  conductor  and  editor  ;  and,  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affah-3  of  the  trusta  that  Mr  Marriot  and 
Mr  0ray  be  secretaries  and  treasurers^  jointly  or  sève* 
rallj^  as  shall  be  determined  upon.  To  each  of  thèse 
three  individuals — ^not  offices — ^he  would  assign  a  salary 
of  £100  per  annum^  and  adéquate  compensation  for 
any  extra  services  which  themselves,  or  those  whom 
they  may  hâve  occasion  to  employ  to  forward  the  ob- 
jects  of  the  trust,  may  perform.  The  salaries  to  oom* 
mence  from  the  date  of  this  letter — 16th  January 
1828— the  day  of  his  entering  this  cottage^  and  setting 
on  foot  this  design^  which  he  has  long  contemplated 
under  différent  forms,  and  too  long  delayed. 

''  This  imperfect  and  rough  draft  is  submitted^  with 
an  eamest  request  for  the  advice  and  opinion  of  hia 
friends^  that  it  may  be  corrected  and  filled  up.  Parti- 
culars  as  to  prizes  for  essays,  schools^  8cc.,  may  be 
deferred  for  future  délibération^  that  nothing  may 
stand  in  the  way  of  an  immédiate  commencement, 
He  is  persuaded  that  nothing  would  tend  more  to  pro- 
mote  the  early  and  gênerai  knowledge^  and  conséquent 
adoption  and  diffusion^  of  the  Madras  System^  than  the 
history  of  its  discovery,  and  of  the  first  experiment  of 
it.  He  therefore  would  begin  with  an  introductoiy 
essay  or  préface  to  the  reprint  of  the  report  of  the 
Madras  Asylum^  showing  the  complète  success  of  the 
experiment  made  there,  and  the  révolution  which  it  k 
fitted  to  effect  in  the  scholastic  world^  similar  to  that 
f»f  the  meehanical  po^vers  in  tlie  physical  world  ;  and 
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this  properly  constîtutes  the  Madras  System  of  educa^- 
tion.  Next^  or  at  the  same  time,  by  employing  fitting 
persons^  he  would  hâve  compiled  a  set  of  elementary 
books;  in  a  consécutive  séries^  as  set  forth  by  every  good 
vriter  on  the  subject  of  éducation,  and  particularly  in- 
culcated  in  his  Ludus  lAteranuê  and  Manuals,  &c. 
Ile  wants  also  a  primer  for  children  of  the  richer  classes, 
in  which  a  part  of  the  reading  lessons  may  consist  of 
the  accidence  of  the  Latin  and  Ëuglish  Grammar.  He 
shall  also  want  script  books  for  teaching  writing  and 
the  éléments  of  arithmetic  for  children,  &c.  &c.  ècc.*' 

This  letter  was  communicated  by  Lord  Kenyon  to 
Mr  Marriot  and  Sir  James  Langham,  who  both  much 
approred  of  the  design,  though  the  former  objected 
to  receiving  any  fixed  salary.  The  plan  was  also 
communicated  by  Dr  Bell  to  the  Bishop  of  Bristol, 
who  replied,  expressing  great  satisfaction  at  ^'  the 
libéral  plan  he  had  in  contemplation/^  ^'  I  was  always 
persuaded,''  he  continued,  "  that  you  would  do  some- 
thing  in  faveur  of  the  System  which  you  hâve  intro- 
duced,  but  I  particularly  rejoice  that  it  is  to  be  put  in 
^  force  during  your  life.  How  soon  must  we  ail  leave 
our  earthly  possessions  !  and  what  gratification  can  be 
cqual  to  that  of  giving  them  a  bénéficiai  direction  be- 
fore  we  are  compelled  to  leave  them  ?  I  cannot  refuse 
the  trust  that  you  would  repose  in  me,  and  which  will 
be  executed  with  men  so  deserving  of  confidence  as 
those  you  name/' 

Meantim^  the  doctor  had  written  to  my  Êither,  say* 
ing  that  the  prospectus  would  soon  reach  him,  and 
xnaking  soroe  allusion  in  regard  to  the  trust,  which  he 
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did  not  clearly  understand.  *'  I  do  not  know/'  lie 
writes  in  reply,  "  to  what  measures  you  allude  as 
^  planned  on  great  and  respectable  patronage/  nor 
what  trusteeship  you  wish  me  to  accept. 

'^  But  I  can  plainly  see  that  you  are  still  haunted  by 
that  spirity  of  which  long  ago  I  often  and  vainly  endea- 
voured  to  exorcise  you.  My  opinion  is  still  what  ît 
has  always  been  since  I  hâve  known  you  and  under- 
stood  the  subject:  that  having  made  your  dîscovery, 
brought  it  into  practioe^  and  authenticated  it  as  you 
hâve  done^  for  your  own,  there  you  should  let  it  rest  ; 
and  that  the  proper  mode  of  bringing  it  forward,  so  as 
hereafter  to  fix  and  seeure  attention,  would  be  in  me- 
moirs  of  your  own  life- — if  prepared  by  yourself,  and 
left  for  posthumous  publication,  this  would  be  best,  but 
well  if  drawn  up  by  any  person,  whom  you  might  think 
proper  to  provide  with  materials.  On  this  subject  I 
will  talk  with  you,  if  you  should  be  at  Cheltenham 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June.  Any  thing  that  I  can 
do  for  you  in  this  way,  I  would  do  willingly  and  earn* 
estly— with  the  satisfaction  of  thinking  that  it  would 
be  effectuai  for  its  purpose,  and  with  an  interest  in  the 
subject,  the  sincerity  of  which  you  will  not  doubt. 
But  in  such  things  co-operation  can  serve  only  to  mul- 
tiply  labour,  and  occasion  a  wasfce  of  time/* 

To  this  lettcr  the  doctor  at  once  replied,  saying,  he 
could  not  regret  the  détention  on  the  road  of  some  of 
the  papers  he  had  sent  my  father,  as,  had  they  reached 
him,  he  might  not  hâve  written  in  the  same  strain. 
*'  I  am  deeply  sei^isible,"  he  goes  on  to  say,  "  that  I 
should,  as  I  hâve  for  a  long  time  said,  hâve  held  my 
tongue,  and  dropped  my  pen  at  the  crisis  you  mention* 
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But  my  heart^  that  unruly  member,  forbade.  Popu- 
larity  and  famé  I  would  hâve  none  of,  solely  bent  as 
I  was  on  the  wîder  and  wider  diffiision  of  my  work, 
and  on  the  correction  of  the  neglects,  errors,  and  per- 
versions in  its  administration.  If  I  had  foUowed  the 
dictation  of  my  own  mind  and  the  connsel  of  friends, 
what  watcbings^  what  troubles,  vexations,  obloquy,  and 
distresses  of  mind  and  body,  should  I  hâve  saved  my- 
self  !  But  ail,  ail  seemed  nothing  in  my  dreams  of  for- 
warding  my  object,  and  I  must  now  continue  to  the 
end,  to  which  I  stand  pledged  ;  though  I  am  apprehen- 
sive  that  I  hâve  interposed  obstacles  in  the  way,  by 
4he  complication  and  intricacy  of  extrinsic  machinery. 
Allow  me  however,  to  look  up  to  you  for  guidance  and 
direction." 

Soon  after  this  the  doctor  again  wrote  to  my  father, 
telling  him  that  he  expected  a  visit  from  Mr  Marriot, 
and  that  perhaps  Lord  Kenyon  and  Sir  James  Lang- 
ham  would  be  also  with  him,  and  asking  him  to  join 
the  party  if  possible.  He  then  made  some  remarks 
on  my  father's  letter,  which  show  that,  however 
strongly  and  pertinaciously  he  adhered  to  his  own 
course  of  action,  he  was  not  entirely  insensible  of  some 
of  the  errors  he  had  committed.  "  I  know  my  foibles," 
he  writes,  "  but  it  is  to  no  purpose — I  cannot  abandon 
them:  and  even^ow  cannot  exorcise  them.  The  attempt 
is  so  much  the  more  meritorious  on  your  part,  and  I  am 
not  the  less  pleased  with  your  concise  and  pithy  admo- 
nitions and  maxims.  In  such  cases  '  co-operation  can 
only  serve  to  multiply  labour,  and  occasion  a  waste  of 
time.' 

^'  After  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment  had  subsided,  I 
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was  forcibly  Impressed  with  this  truth^  and  that  I  bad 
not  taken  the  most  eligible  mode  of  givîng  employment 
to  those  whom  I  wiahed  to  employ.  Indeed^  I  began 
without  a  moment's  reflection.  What  can  now  be  done 
to  compensate  my  false  steps  ?  You  will  find  me,  how* 
ever,  intractable,  as  you  hâve  seen,  yet  docile;  that  is, 
(ilive  to  good  instruction,  and  inclined  to  profit  by  it^ 
when  it  does  not  interfère  with  the  sins  which  do  most 
easily  beset  me.  It  was  no  small  sacrifice  on  my  part 
to  give  up  inveterate  habits,  and  to  circumscribe  mj 
incessant  pedagogical  visitations,  long  after  I  was 
aware  how  unprofitable  theygenerallywerebecome,and 
to  how  much  greater  adyantage  I  could  employ  my  lei- 
sure,  as  I  now  hâve  resolved  to  do,  in  revising,  summing 
up,  and  applying  the  fruits  of  long  labour  and  dear- 
bought  expérience,  not  by  my  own  feeble  and  unaided 
arm,  but  by  your  all-powerful  fist,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  wield  it,  with  the  assistance  of  those  whom  you  may 
recommend  or  I  can  employ." 

Several  other  letters  now  passed  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  trust  ;  and  the  doctor  becoming  con- 
vinced,  that  the  plan  was  compUcated  and  difiicult  of 
exécution,  expressed  his  willingness  to  give  it  up  for 
the  présent  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  Lord  Kenyon,  Sir 
James  Langham,  and  Mr  Marriot  had  held  a  meeting, 
and  put  their  names  to  a  paper,  expressing  their  readi* 
ness  to  accept  the  duties  of  a  trust  for  the  purpose  of 
difiusing  the  Madras  System,  and  saying  that  they 
considered  the  most  expédient  course  would  be  to 
introduce  it  into  schools  for  the  higher  classes  of  young 
children — "  By  providing  suitable  books  of  elemen-> 
tary  instruction,  and  by  providing  salaries  for  the  super* 
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intendence  of  a  school  in  such  a  manner  as  may  tend 
to  make  the  duty  and  interest  of  the  superintendent 
coïncide/' 

Nothing  further  of  conséquence,  hoMrever,  was  done 
in  this  matter^and  the  scheme  was  ultimately  abandoned. 
While  Dr  Bell  was  engaged  in  the  correspondence  which 
has  just  been  mentioned,  he  had  also  determined  npon 
distributing  some  prizes  among  the  most  meritorious 
girls  in  the  Central  school,  and  wrote  to  the  secretary^ 
stating  his  intention  of  presenting  the  sum  of  £50  for 
that  purpose,  which  was  soon  afterwards  distributed  with 
very  bénéficiai  results. 

The  doctor's  duties  at  the  Abbey  now  called  him  to 
London,  as  he  was  obliged  to  réside  there  during  the 
month  of  July,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he  set  off  on 
a  journey  northward.  After  yisiting  his  friends  in 
Derbyshire,  (Mr  and  Mrs  Watts  Russell,)  he  went  to 
Liyerpool,  where  he  became  Mr  Forster's  guest,  at  the 
Blue-coat  hospital.  Having  remained  there  nearly  three 
weeks,  paying  great  attention  to  the  hospital  and  other 
schools,  he  took  the  steamer  to  Whitehaven,  and  from 
thence  he  paid  another  visit  to  his  estâtes  at  Gastle-* 
Douglas.  From  hence  he  proceeded  to  Sherbum 
house,  where  he  arrived  about  the  end  of  September^ 
having  passed  some  days  at  Keswick  on  his  road. 
He  remained  at  Sherbum  house  till  November,  when 
he  retumed  to  Cheltenham^  where  he  passed  the 
winter. 

During  the  doctor's  résidence  at  the  Abbey  in  July 
last,  the  Archbishop  of  Ganterbury's  death  took  place  ; 
and  on  the  last  Sunday  of  his  résidence  he  devoted 
the  conclusion  of  his  sermon  to  a  concise  and  just 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  that  excellent  prelate.     Of 
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thîs  he  subsequently  sent  a  copy  to  Lord  Kenyon,  who 
transmitted  it  to  the  archbishop's  son^  then  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Coinmons,  who  expressed  himself  much 
gratlfied  with  it,  and  begged  to  retain  it.  This^  how- 
ever,  Dr  Bell  would  not  consent  to,  as  he  considered  it 
in  a  very  imperfect  state;  and  having  procured  its 
return,  he  sent  it  to  my  father  for  his  correction,  toge- 
ther  with  a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  which  he  intended 
printing,  with  the  extract  from  his  sermon. 

He  accordingly,  shortly  after  his  return  to  Chelten- 
ham,  had  this  letter  and  extract  struck  off  on  a  large 
sheet,  and  distributed  a  number  of  copies  among  the 
archbishop's  friends. 

During  Dr  Bell's  last  visit  to  the  Lakes,  he  had 
fallen  in  with  Professer  Pillans,  who  had  lately  pub- 
lished  a  work,  entitled  ^^  Principles  of  Elementary 
Teaching,"  which,  although  advocating  a  System  of 
éducation  similar  to  Dr  Bell's,  had  not  dealt  justly 
with  him  as  its  author.  The  doctor  was  consequently 
very  désirons  that  my  father  should  review  it  in  the 
Quarterlt/  Review;  and  especially  that  he  should  endea- 
vour  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  managers  of  King's 
Collège  to  the  Ludus  LiterariuSy  and  to  the  applica* 
bility  of  the  System  to  their  institution.  This  my  father 
consented  to  do.  ''  I  hâve  written  for  Pillans's  book," 
he  says  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell,  dated  October,  ''  and 
expect  it  every  day.  The  text  is  a  very  good  one,  and 
I  mean  to  discourse  upon  it  at  length  ;  giving  honour 
where  honour  is  due,  and  endeavouring  to  impress  upon 
the  managers  of  the  new  King's  Collège,  the  advantage 
which  they  hâve  in  their  hands,  if  they  will  but  use  it." 

And  in  another  letter  he  writes,  after  saying  that 
the  book  had  not  yet  arrived — 
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"  I  suppose  Lockhart  imagined  I  wanted  it  only  for 
a.  text,  and  not  for  service.     However,  it  will  probably 

be  hère  soon Meantime^   I  begin^  this 

evening^  with  some  preliminaries  concerning  éduca- 
tion in  former  times  ;  for  there  are  three  things  which 
must  be  aimed  at — ^first^  so  to  write  as  to  induce 
men  to  read;  secondly^  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
offending  those  who^  with  good  intentions,  bave 
yet  some  stiff  préjudices — ^ready  to  bristle  up  upon 
anj  discomposure  ;  and  lastly,  neither  on  that 
account,  nor  on  any  other,  to  omit  saying  what  ougbt 
to  be  said.  I  will  do  my  best,  and  do  it  without 
delay/'  This  article  was  inserted  in  the  Quarterlt/ 
Heview  for  January  1829,  and  drew  forth  a  reply 
from  Professer  Pillans,  in  a  subséquent  édition  of  his 
book. 

Dr  Bell  continued  at  Cheltenham  during  the  winter, 
and  we  do  not  find  any  occurrence  worthy  of  notice 
until  April,  when  he  renewed  his  endeavours  to  esta- 
blish  an  elementary  classical  school,  on  the  Madras 
System,  in  connexion  with  King's  Collège.  He  now 
determined  on  offering  the  sum  of  £2000  to  the  pro- 
yisional  committee,  on  certain  conditions  ;  and  wrote, 
intimating  this,  to  Dr  D'Oyly,  with  whom  he  had 
previously  had  some  personal  communication  when  last 
in  London. 

In  reply  to  this,  hd  received  a  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary,  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  provisional  com- 
mittee  for  his  "  very  libéral  oflTer;"  and  informing  him 
that  it  had  been  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Archdeacon  Cambridge,  Dr  D'Oyly,  and  Mr 
Lonsdale,  who  had  instructions  to  consider  the  expe- 

VOL.  m.  y 


338  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL, 

diency  of  accepting  it,  and  of  carrying  his  viewa  înto 
exécution. 

It  does  not  appear  what  décision  this  commîttee 
came  to  ;  but  a  circular  was  issued  on  the  llth  of  the 
next  month,  stating  that  a  meeting  of  the  donors 
and  subscribers  to  King's  Collège  would  be  held  on  the 
following  Satiwday,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  provi- 
aional  committee.  On  receiving  this  the  doctor  wrote 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Oanterbury,  saying  that  it  was 
useless  for  him  to  attend  the  meeting,  as  he  was 
incapable  of  public  speaking.  "  Facts  alone,"  he 
continued;  '^can  and  must  speak  for  me;"  and  he 
enclosed  several  letters  that  he  wished  produced  on  the 
occasion. 

Thèse  the  Archbishop  soon  aflerwards  retumed^  say- 
ing  he  had  read  them  with  great  satisfaction^  and  had 
communicated  their  contents  to  the  meeting. 

Dr  Bell  now  wrote  again  to  Dr  D*Oyly,  saying  he 
should  hâve  no  rest  till  an  experiment  was  made  of  an 
infantile  Ludus  Literarius;  and  offering,  if  it  were 
possible,  to  render  the  vicarage  of  Godmanchester, 
which  had  fallen  into  his  gift  as  prebend  of  West- 
minster Abbey,  available  for  this  purpose,  by  presentîng 
it  to  some  clergyman  from  the  immédiate  neighbour- 
hood  of  the  collège,  whose  place  might  be  supplied  by 
some  compétent  clergyman,  who  would  open  and  8uper« 
intend  a  school  under  Dr  D'Oyly's  auspices. 

Soon  after  this,  Dr  D'Oyly  wrote  to  him,  saying 
that  Mr  Lane,  one  of  his  curâtes,  was  désirons  of  set- 
ting  up  an  elementary  classical  school,  on  the  Madras 
System  ;  and  would  look  for  no  rémunération  at  first, 
but  the  satisfaction  of  being  usefui  in  such  a  cause. 
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— *'  It  will  be  necessary^  first,"  lie  writes,  "  to  prépare 
elementary  bocks,  of  which  you  must  give  the  first  idca, 
and  others  must  exécute.  Then  a  committee  of  super- 
intendence  must  be  formed,  a  house  takcn  in  a  proper 
situation,  masters  engaged,  &c.,  and  the  tliing  set 
agoing.  It  will  rost  with  yourself  to  consider,  whe- 
ther  you  will  deem  it  expédient  to  try  the  experiment 
in  some  such  manner  as  this." 

This  scheme,  however,  did  not  meet  with  Dr  Bell's 
approval,  and  the  whole  affair  ultimately  fell  to  the 
ground,  since  it  would  seem  that  there  were  several 
members  of  the  committee  who  were  unfavourable  to 
his  views. 

Meantime  Dr  Bell  had  also  been  carrying  on  a  cor- 
respondence  with  Sir  John  Sinclair,  who  was  much 
interested  in  éducation,  and  had,  in  the  preceding 
February,  forwarded  to  him  au  address  coneerning 
infant  schools  which  he  had  printed^  together  with  the 
report  of  the  January  meeting  of  the  Infant  School 
Society  at  Edinburgh.  Thèse  communications  con- 
tained  opinions  so  similar  to  his  own,  that  he  deter* 
mined  on  writing  and  printing  a  séries  of  letters  to  Sir 
John  Sinclair  "  on  the  Infant  School  Society  at  Edin- 
burgh; the  Scholastic  Institutions  of  Scotland;  and 
on  the  peculiar  facilities  and  advantages  of  lier  Paro- 
chial  Schools  for  the  réception  of  the  intcUectual  machi- 
nery  of  the  Madras  System  :.  with  a  scheme  of  a 
classical  school  for  children  of  the  richer  classes  of  the 
community  at  the  earUest  âge  ;  "  and  with  an  offer  to 
trausfer  the  sum  of  £2000,  three  per  cents,  to  the  pro- 
per authorities,  for  the  purposes  of  a  model  infantile 
Ludus  Liferarius,  on  certain  conditions. 

Thèse  letters  being  printed,  were  forwarded  to  Sir 
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John  ;  but  no  results  foUowed,  as  the  managers  of  the 
Infant  School  Society  at  Edinburgh  were  not  inclined 
to  engage  in  a  classical  school. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  then  endeavoured  to  induce  Dr 
Bell  to  co-operate  with  bim  in  establishing  a  school  at 
a  new  town  which  he  had  built  at  Thurso,  in  the  county 
of  Caithness  ;  but  the  doctor  replied,  that  he  had  not 
then  any  intention  of  building  or  endowing  schools,  bis 
immédiate  views  being  directed  towards  the  opening  of 
an  elementary  Ludus  Literarius  in  the  southern  or 
northern  metropolis,  or  in  a  commanding  and  centrical 
situation,  under  high  auspices  and  able  superintendence, 
so  as  to  form  a  model  for  the  diffusion  of  the  Madras 
System  among  the  richer  classes  of  the  commun ity. 
This  application^  therefore,  was  not  successfuK 

The  doctor  was  also  at  this  time  carrying  on  a  corre- 
spondence  with  Dr  Russell^  the  secretary  to  the  Theo- 
logical  Institution  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Cburch, 
who,  in  April,  had  sent  him  an  address,  which  had  been 
circulated  by  that  society  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
subscriptions.  On  receiving  this  Dr  Bell  put  down  his 
name  as  a  subscriber  of  £100  ;  and,  considering  that  an 
opening  was  thus  afForded  for  carrying  his  plans  into 
effect,  entered  into  some  explanation  of  them  to  Dr 
Russell,  and  also  referred  him  to  his  letters  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair. 

A  copy  of  thèse  letters  had  also  been  sent  by  the 
doctor  to  the  Rev.  Principal  Baird,  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  who,  in  writing  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  them,  begged  to  submît  to  Dr  Bell's  considération  the 
claims  of  a  charity,  which  having,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  same  ends  in  view  as  those  set  forth  in  thèse  letters, 
he  considcred  to  possess  a  claim  on  every  enlîghtened 
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mmd.  "  The  charity/'  lie  continued^  "  to  which  I 
allude  is,  '  The  Scheme  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
increasing  the  means  of  Education  and  Religioud  In- 
struction in  Scotland^  where  needed^  particularly  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands^  and  in  large  and  populous 
Towns.*  In  référence  to  the  rise,  progress^  and  pré- 
sent State  of  this  scheme^  and  as  to  its  rules  and  mode 
of  administration,  I  hetewith  transmit  copies  of  the 
printed  reports  of  the  Assembly  Committee,  which 
contain  a  detailed  view  and  explanation  of  ail  thèse 
points. 

"  You  will  infer,  from  the  ténor  of  thèse  reports^  that 
I  happen  to  hâve  a  particularly  intimate  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  past  and  présent 
transactions  of  the  scheme«  I  hâve,  in  fact,  witlnn  the 
last  two  years,  traversed  five  thousand  miles,  by  sea  and 
land,  establishing  and  examining  under  it  eighty-fîve 
schools,  attended  by  upwards  of  seven  thousandischo- 
lars,  ranging  from  five  to  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  âge  : 
and,  in  the  course  of  thèse  voyages  and  travels,  I  hâve 
not  only  passed  over  large  tracts  of  the  mainland  High-« 
lands,  but  hâve  visited  every  island,  from  the  MuU  of 
Kintyre  on  the  south,  to  the  most  distant  of  the  isles  of 
Shetland  in  the  north.  And  had  you,  my  dear  sir, 
been  through  ail  this  wide  tour  by  my  side — had  you 
seen,  like  me,  the  miserably  low  qualifications  of  the 
teachers  of  the  few  old  and  ill-provided  schools,  scatter- 
ed  at  vast  distances  from  each  other  among  thèse  deso- 
late  and  sequestered  régions — had  you  witnessed  the 
rapturous  joy  with  which  our  new  schools  were  received, 
and  the  universal  eagemess  with  which  the  untaught,  of 
ail  âges,  flock  to  them  wherever  they  are  accessible — 
had  you  leamed  the  vigilant  and  unremitted  care  and 
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inspection  of  parîsh  ministers  and  presby teries  over  the 
schools  within  their  bounds,  (a  care  and  inspection,  by 
the  by,  which  they  must  exercise,  because  they  are 
bound  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Assembly  on 
the  subject) — ^yes,  had  you,  I  say,  seen  yourself,  and 
witnessed,  and  learned  ail  thèse  thinga,  most  decidedly 
ôatisfiod  I  àm  that  you  would  hâve  keenly  felt  both  the 
duty  and  the  désire  of  aiding  the  fund  of  the  Church  for 
éxtending  the  number,  and  hnproving  the  System  of 
school-teaching,  cspecially  when  you  take  into  the  estî- 
mate  the  sacred  officiai  control  and  responsibility  under 
which  the  whole  is  conducted. 

"  I  met  with  one  parish,  hav^ing  a  population  of 
6000,  not  1000  of  whom  had  been  taught  to  read.  It 
is  fifty-eight  miles  long,  by  thirty  broad,  intersected  by 
rivers,  mountaiias,  and  arms  of  the  sea,  ail  impassable. 
I  met  with  another  parish,  with  a  population  of  2600, 
and  not  fifty  individuals  could  read.** 

I  hâve  extracted  thus  much  irom  this  letter,  as  the 
information  it  contains  will  not  be  uninteresting  to  the 
majority  of  readers,  showing  as  it  does,  that  even  in 
Scotland^  where  the  means  of  éducation  are  so  much 
greater  than  in  Ëngland,  there  was  at  this  time  a  con- 
sidérable proportion  of  the  population  of  some  places 
wholly  tmeducated. 

In  the  4octor's  repty  to  this  letter,  he  entered  at 
great  lei^th  ijito  his  views  amd  wishes,  as  to  the  pro- 
mulgation of  his  System  in  Scotland  ;  and  begged  to 
put  into  the  principales  hands  £200,*  if  he  would  under- 
take  the  distribution  of  it.    Of  this,  £100  was  to  go  as 

*  The  «mn  ultimatelj  given  ^as  L.262  :  13  :  4^  out  of  whîch  L.30 
was  to  be  giyen  to  Dr  Russell  ;  L.20  beîng  for  a  subscription  to  the  Leîth 
chapel,  and  L.IO  for  expenses,  &c. 
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his  subscrîptîon  to  thé  scheme,  whîch  he  had  been 
rcqiiested  to  assîst  ;  and  £20  was  to  be  given,  together 
•\vith  a  oopy  of  ail  bis  works,  to  Mr  Cameron,  master  of 
the  scbool  of  Tobermory  in  Mull,  wbo  had  commenccd 
and  earried  out,  a  model  school  on  the  Madras  system. 
The  reraaînder  waa  to  be  applied  to  tbe  distribution  of 
his  manual  and  other  publications,  current  expenses,  &e. 

Many  letters  now  passed  between  Dr  BeH,  Dr  Rus- 
sell,  and  Principal  Baird,  concerning  the  practicability 
of  opening  an  elementary  classical  school  in  Edinburgh  ; 
but  there  were  still  many  obstacles  to  contend  with, 
and  it  was  thought  désirable  that  a  condensed  account 
of  the  Madras  System  should  be  drawn  up  ;  and  also, 
that  Dr  Belles  manual  of  1827  should  be  abridged. 
Thig  was  accordingly  undertaken  by  a  fri€«d  of  the 
Principales,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  composing  for  the 
press,  and  of  whom  he  wrote  in  the  highest  tenus  to  Dr 
Bell.  It  is  not,  however,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  his 
labours  did  not  meet  witli  the  doctor*s  approbation  ;  for 
we  hâve  seen  how  hy peroritical  he  was  in  the  correction 
of  his  own  writings,  and  he  was  not  likely  to  be  lésa 
particular  in  regard  to  any  abbreviatiou  of  them  by 
another  person.  He  accordingly  gave  up  ail  thoughts 
of  effecting  any  thing  by  thèse  means,  expressing  his 
regret  to  the  Principal  that  he  could  not  make  any  use 
of  the  MSS.  which  his  friend  had  prepared  ;  but  re- 
questing  that  he  might  reçoive  the  samc  rémunération 
for  his  trouble,  as  if  he  had  succeeded  in  meeting  his 
views. 

The  resuit  was  that  the  whole  of  the  proposed  scheme 
was  abandoned;  and  from  some  cause  or  other,  not 
Ailly  explained,  the  correspondence  on  the  subject 
ceased. 
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CHAt>TER  LitL 

iietterfe  to  Sir  Robert  Peel — ^Parliamentary  Commissioners*  Visît  to  Sherburn 
Hospital— ^Mr  Bamford's  Notes— Mode  of  Life  at  Cheltenham—Scbool  at 
St  Andrews. 

lii  order  to  keep  as  much  as  possible  the  dîflferent  ob- 
jects  distinct^  to  which  Dr  Bell  directed  his  attention, 
I  bave  passed  over  a  considérable  space  of  time,  wliich 
the  correspondence  I  hare  just  noticed^  occupied  ;  and 
must  now  briefly  mention  some  few  other  collatéral 
cvents.  The  first  of  thèse  whicli  falls  to  be  noticed,  is 
a  séries  of  letters  which  the  doctor  addressed  to  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  who  was  then  in  office.  Thèse  were 
written  at  great  length,  and  contained  a  long  account 
of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  System,  and  an  urgent 
appeal  to  the  government,  to  adopt  some  plan  for  its 
dissémination^  cspecially  among  the  higher  classes* 
Thèse  letters  werc  acknowledged  by  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
who  replied,  that  "  he  believed  the  main  principle  on 
which  that  System  was  founded,  was  very  generally 
acted  upon  in  the  charitable  and  elementary  schools  of 
tins  country,  and  was  gradnally  extending  itself  in  other 
schools  ;  and  that  he  doubted  the  policy  of  attempting 
to  compel  the  more  rapid  application  of  it,  either  through 
the  direct  interférence  of  the  executive  govemment,  or 
through  the  authority  of  parliament."  Hère  the  cor- 
respondence ended.  Another  attempt  was,  however, 
made  by  Dr  Bell  în  the  autnmn  of  this  year  (1830) 
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to  procure  the  întervention  of  government,  by  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  king  on  his  accession  ;  but  to  this  no 
acknowledgment  was  received. 

I  must  now  notice  sonie  evcnts^  wliich  had  lately 
occurred  in  connexion  with  Sherburn  hospital.  In 
the  year  1820^  a  commission  was  appointed  by  parlia* 
ment  to  enquire  into  public  cbaritîes  ;  and  in  August 
of  the  year  1829,  the  commissioners  having  arrived 
at  Durham,  for  the  purpose  of  investigatîng  the 
State  of  Sherburn  hospital,  immediately  summoned  Mr 
Bamford  and  Mr  Smeddle  (Dr  Bell's  agent)  to  attend 
them  at  Durham,  and  to  bring  with  them  ail  deeds  and 
papers  relating  to  the  hospitaL  Thèse,  however,  being 
exceedingly  cumbrous  and  difficult  to  remove,  it  waa 
arranged  that  the  commissioners  Bhould  go  to  the  hos-* 
pital  to  inspect  them. 

Just  at  this  time,  Dr  Bell  surived  at  Sherburn 
house  from  York,  where  he  had  been  visiting  his  old 
and  valuable  friende  Mr  and  Mrs  DufiSn  ;  and  he  de* 
termined  upon  receiving  the  commissioners  as  private 
guests,  but  not  in  their  officiai  capacity,  Until  their  right 
to  visit  the  hospital  should  be  dccided  by  compétent 
authority. 

On  their  arrivai  at  the  hospital  on  the  foUowing  day, 
(September  1,)  the  doctor  received  them  with  ail 
courtesy,  but  protested  against  their  authority,  saying 
that  he  considercd  the  bishop  as  sole  patron  and  visitor, 
by  whose  orders  he  would  be  guided,  and  whose  rights, 
as  well  as  his  own,  he  was  un wîlling  should  be  invaded. 
At  the  same  time,  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  pro- 
duce to  the  commissioners,  as  individuals,  and  as  his 
guests,  ail  documents  concerning  the  hospital.  Tlie 
box  of  the  muniments  was  accordingly  opened  before 
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them^  and  they  inspected  tbe  leases^  papers  of  diet,  and 
allowanoes,  &c.  &c. 

The  comraissioners  having  concluded  theîr  examina- 
tîon^  Dr  Bell  at  once  wrote  to  the  bishop,  informing 
hîm  of  what  had  occurred  ;  who  replied,  that  *'  al- 
though  he  had  considérable  doubt  as  to  allowing  Sher- 
burn  hospital  to  be  visited  by  the  commissioners^  yet 
that;  in  déférence  to  their  judgment,  and  knowing  that 
they  had  taken  great  care  to  inform  themselves  upon 
that  point;  he  now  readily  consented  to  place  it  under 
theIr  inspection."  And  he  requested  Dr  Bell  to  afford 
them  every  facility  for  that  purpose. 

This  he  accordingly  did  ;  and  Mr  Bamford  attended 
the  commissioners  in  Durhani;  to  revise  the  notes  they 
had  taken — ^bearing  with  him  a  letter  from  the  doctor^ 
inclosing  a  copy  of  the  bishop's  note^  and  stating  that 
his  own  opinion  was  still  unchanged^  and  that  he  con- 
ceived  it  his  duty  te  submit  the  question  to  the  pré- 
sent commissionerS;  and  to  the  mature  considération  of 
a  full  board. 

In  reply  to  thèse  letters  he  received  a  note  from  the 
commissionerS;  expressing  their  thanks  for  the  facilities 
he  had  affbrded  them  as  individuals  in  their  enquiry, 
and  for  the  *'  kindness  with  which  they  were  received 
and  treated  witliin  his  walls." 

Shortly  after  this^  Dr  Bell  returned  to  London,  to 
keep  his  résidence  at  the  Abbey^  and  took  that  oppor- 
tunity  of  laying  the  letters  which  had  passed  concerning 
this  commission  before  the  Archbishop^  who  expressed 
his  satisfaction  at  the  "  propriety  of  conduct  and  cour- 
tesy  of  ail  parties." 

In  the  foUowing  February,  Dr  Bell  received  a  letter 
from  the  clerk  to  the  commission»  informing  him  that 
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the  case  of  Sherbum  hospital  had  been  submitted  to 
the  considération  of  a  gênerai  board  of  the  commission- 
ers^  and  that  they  had  not  found  any  such  évidence  of 
the  appointment  of  a  spécial  visiter  by  the  founder^  as 
would  preclude  the  commissioners^  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament;  from  entering  into  the  examination  of  that 
establishment. 

Soon  afterwards,  an  account  of  Sherburn  hospital 
was  drawn  up  by  the  commissioners^  and  published  in 
their  reports.  This  centained^  among  other  things, 
the  following  account  of  the  présent  expenses  of  the 
hospital,  which  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the 
reader  : — 


Providions  and  coals  for  tke  in-bretbren 
Clothing,  furniture,  books,  Itc,  for  twenty-one  bre< 

thren,  about,  per  annum, 
Paid  in  money  to  the  in-brethreny 

to  résident  out-brethren, 

to  non-resîdent  out-brethren, 

Nurse  and  médical  assistanti 

Chaplain*8  salary, 

Clerk,  sezton,  &c. 

Repairs, 

Quit-rent,  taxes,  and  other  duei| 

Agent^s  salary, 


It  appeared  fiirther  from  the  report,  that  the  ave- 
rage  income  received  by  Dr  Bell  himself  since  his 
appointment  in  1809,  after  deducting  £1000  laid  ont 
in  building  the  new  apartments  for  the  out-brethren, 
was  about  £1164  per  annum. 

As  I  may  not  again  hâve  occasion  to  enter  into  the 
internai  afiairs  of  the  hospital,  I  shall  hère  take  some 
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notice  of  Dr  Bell's  conduct  towards  the  brethren,  and 
of  his  gênerai  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  hos* 
pital  when  résident.  Mr  Bamford's  notes  will  hère 
afford  the  most  authentic  information,  and  I  shall  ao 
cordingly  make  some  extracts  from  them. 

"  It  is  évident,"  writes  Mr  Bamford,  "  that  the  peace 
and  comfort  of  the  hospital  must  almost  entirelj  de-> 
pend  upon  the  care  taken  to  appoint  men  of  unexcep- 
tionable  character  and  qualifications.  However  dési- 
rons the  doctor  was  to  secure  this  object,  jet  as  he  was 
80  much  absent,  and  as  his  chaplain,  whose  happiness 
was  so  intimately  connected  with  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  brethren,  had  not  for  many  years  been  consulted 
in  the  sélection,  the  nomination  commonly  depended 
npon  recommendations,  which  it  is  not  surprisîng  some* 
times  led  to  the  choîce  of  men,  whose  necessities  or 
connexions,  not  whose  real  <;haracters,  influenced  the 
applications  ;  and  as  the  benefît  was  not  then,  particu- 
larly  to  the  out-brethren,  so  extensive,  it  was  not  con- 
sidered  to  require  so  much  caution  or  enquiry.  There 
were  consequently  whén  I  came,  and  after  ail  due  care 
there  always  perhaps  will  be,  men  in  the  hospital,  who, 
from  pecuniary  circumstances,  and  from  dissoluteness  of 
character,  are  very  improper  inmatès Itis,  how- 
ever, due  to  the  doctor  to  affirm,  that  in  his  nomina- 
tion of  brethren,  since  I  hâve  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing,  he  bas,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  guid- 
ed  entirely  by  the  good  character,  and  représentations 
which  bave  been  made  to  him  by  respectable  persons 
acquainted  with  the  petitioners,  after  strict  enquiry.  It 
bas  been  said  that  his  agents  used  the  patronage  for 
political  purposes;  but  I  am  perfectly  assured,  that 
whatever  partialities  Dr  Bell  might  bave,  he  was  solcly 
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dîrected  by  the  reports  raade  to  him  of  the  fitness, 
moral  qualities^  and  destitution  of  the  candidates.  As 
for  some  years  I  hâve  had  the  most  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  of  each  appointment^  I  cannot 
in  justice  allow  any  insinuations  against  the  fair,  hon» 
ourable,  and  disinterested  conduct  of  Dr  Bell  on  this 

point  to  pass  uncorrected  and  unrepelled 

^*  The  chief  quahties  Dr  Bell  required  were  so- 
briety,  good  temper,  and  sociableness,  wîthout  which 
the  hospital  would  présent  constant  scènes  of  dissen- 
sion and  bitterness.  In  ail  such  assemblies  of  men, 
there  will,  in  spite  of  every  précaution  and  régulation, 
soraetimes  exist  smothered  animosities  and  pettyjar- 
rings  ;  but  the  state  of  the  hospital,  in  the  exercise  of  ail 
the  kindly  feelings,  and  in  the  repressing  of  outward 
bickerings,  is  greatly  iraproved.  No  master  could  ever 
pay  more  attention,  during  his  transient  visits,  or  be- 
hâve  to  thera  with  more  condescension,  or  inculcate 
the  duty  of  brotherly  love  more  eamestly,  than  the 
doctor.  His  first  employment  on  arriving  at  the  hos- 
pital was  to  visit  each  individual  in  his  room,  (I  aJways 
gave  him  a  list  of  their  names,  âges,  &c.,)  and  make 
those  enquiries  which  his  own  ardent  and  ever  suspi* 
cious  temper  suggested.  From  their  réception  of  him, 
and  the  answers  they  gave,  he  judged  of  the  state 
of  things.  They  who  remembered  the  harsh  and 
contemptuous  way  in  which  they  had  been  formerly 
regarded,  could  not  but  highly  value  the  condescension 
he  manifested.  As  one  of  them  said  in  1821 — '  I  hâve 
been  in  ten  years  ;  when  I  first  came  we  durst  hardly 
speak  to  one  another.  PU  tell  you  what — we  were 
just  like  prisoners.  There  used  to  be  sad  work  at  the 
public-house,   and   much   ill   nature   and   quarreling« 
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Now  it  îs  very  différent  It  waa  the  best  thing  that 
Dr  Bell  ever  did,  to  stop  us  from  goîng  to  the  public- 
house.  We  axe  ail  now  peaceable  and  quiet  among  our- 
selves,  and  comfortable.  But  then  there  was  no  hap- 
piness  ;  and  nothing  but  punishing,  punishing^  for  ever.' 
*  Dampier/  said  another,  '  never  gave  us  sixpence,  and 
there  was  sad  work^'  In  1823,  when  the  doctor  was 
speaking  of  the  state  of  the  hospital — ^he  said,  *  Why,  the 
bishop  would  not  believe  this  now.  He  thinks — and  no 
doubt  there  are  some  tU-^isposed  persons  who  tell  him 
plenty  of  lies — that  thèse  men  are  the  worst  behaved 
and  the  inost  wretched  of  beings.  'Tis  agréât  pîty 
but  the  bisTiop  would  corne  to  visit  them,  and  judge  for 
himself.  Ay,  so  he  oùght— but  you  hâve  no  idea  how 
this  place  is  changed  since  Bamford  came  among  them. 
Formerly,  I  do  assure  you,  they  weire  a  sad  unruly  set  of 
men:.  bad  persôns  came  among  them  and  eorrupted 
them.'  Some,  indeed,  who  had  been  nominated  bj 
himself  were  spoiled,  as  low  minds  are  liable  to  be,  by 
conduct  thèy  know  not  how  to»  appreciate. 

"  He  was  ever  most  anicious  to  enquire  into  any  com« 
plaints  which  they  might  hâve  to  make  against  the 
farmer,  who  provided  them  with  diet  according  to  cer- 
tain régulations,  and  he  was  most  diligent  in  attempting 

to  redress  or  remedy  them No  part  of  the 

establishment  escaped  his  observation.  If  any  unplea- 
sant  matter  was  going  forward,  he  soon  became  acquaint- 
ed  with  it.  But  even  in  his  best  and  most  praiseworthy 
exertions,  he  did  not  adopt  the  mode  of  proceeding 
most  likely  to  secure  success.  His  precipitaucy  led 
him  to  talk  to  the  brethren,  even  while  he  was  endea- 
vouring  to  befriend  them,  in  a  way  which  frequently 
produced  misconstniction  or  ill-will.     In  attempting  to 
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treat  them  kindlj,  his  behaviour  appeared  to  sink  into 
servility.  Hia  private  questioixing  encouragQ^  the  pri- 
vate  expression  of  bad  feeling  against  each  other^  and  tat- 
tling  ;  and»  as  it  made  no  matter  to  bim  how  or  where 
he  got  his  information^  he  eometimes  lost  respect  by 
uttering  inferences  which  base  and  vulgar  minds  bad 
deduced  from  transactions^  the  real  oiroumstances  of 
which  were  unknown  to  them.  He  thus  çounteracted 
the  good  his  public  instructions  ^ere  calculated^  if 
understood,  to  secure.'' 

There  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  a  considérable 
reformation  was  effected  in  the  hospital  under  Dr 
Bell's  mastership,  partly  by  his  own  exertions^  and 
partly  by  the  very  judicious  and  effectuai  manner  in 
which  they  were  seconded,  and  foUowed  up^  by  Mr 
Bamford. 

The  correspondence  which  I  bave  mentioned  as 
being  carried  on,  respecting  the  establishment  of  a 
dassical  school  at  Ëdinburgh,  extended  over  the  au- 
tumn  and  winter  of  1829-30,  during  which  time  Dr 
Bell  bad  kept  his  usual  résidence  at  the  abbey,  and 
had  also,  as  we  bave  seen,  visited  Sherburn  hospi- 
tal. From  thence  he  returned  to  Cheltenham,  where 
he  had  now  completely  established  himself,  having 
got  over  in  some  degree  his  great  dislike  to  bouse* 
keeping. 

It  was,  however,  some  time  before  ail  things  were 
arranged  to  his  satisfaction.  His  own  habits  were 
Bomewhat  parsimonious,  and  though  he  was  désirons 
that  every  thing  in  his  household  should  be  con- 
ducted  on  a  fair  and  libéral  scale,  he  was  at  first 
in    continuai    dread  of   being    imposed    upon,    and 
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gave  himself  much  uneasiness  on  this  liead.  Mr 
Davies,  however,  soon  relieved  him  from  this.appre- 
hension,  engaging  to  take  the  whole  management  of 
tlie  house  on  himself,  and  pledging  himself  that  ail 
things  should  go  on  smoothly.  This  was  no  slight 
addition  to  his  previous  employments;  and  as  the 
doctor  required  his  constant  attendance  and  as- 
sistance in  his  literary  labours,  he  had  much  difB- 
culty  in  finding  time  for  managing  the  household 
afiairs. 

Dr  Bell  mixed  much  in  society  at  Cheltenham, 
where  severai  of  his  former  friends  were  now  residing, 
and  frequently  gave  dinner  and  evening  parties,  for 
which  he  waâ  anxious  that  every  thing  should  be 
provided  in  a  handsome  and  libéral  manner.  He 
was  fond  of  chess  and  whist,  and  was  a  considérable 
proficient  in  the  former  game,  having  played  much  in 
India. 

He  was  now  very  earnest  in  pressing  his  friends  to 
come  and  stay  with  him,  and  among  others  prcvailed 
on  the  Bishop  of  Bristol  (Dr  Gray)  and  his  family  to 
spend  some  weeks  with  him  at  Lindsay  cottage. 

He  paid  considérable  attention  to  the  National 
schools  in  Cheltenham,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  them 
into  excellent  order,  his  efforts  being  most  ably  seconded. 
by  the  masters  and  visitors  of  thèse  schools,  especially 
the  ladies. 

He  also  paid  particular  attention  to  the  grammar 
Bchool  under  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hawkins,  and  obtained, 
through  the  recommendation  of  Mr  Forster  of  Liver- 
pool,  an  able  young  man  of  the  name  of  Harrison, 
and  subsequently  anothcr  young  man  of  the  name  of 
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Arnold,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  System 
into  that  institution.  There  was  also  another  young 
man  of  the  name  of  Gray,  who  was  at  thîs  time  instru- 
mental in  effecting  the  same  objeet. 

Two  new  churches  had  lately  been  built  in  Chel- 
tenham,  (of  one  of  which  the  Eev.  W.  S.  Pliillips  was 
the  incumbent,)  and  Dr  Bell  having  subscribed  £100 
towards  each  of  them,  possessed  a  pew  in  each. 

We  hâve  seen  how  many  attempts  Dr  Bell  had  made 
to  establish  an  elementary  school  on  the  Madras  System 
in  Edinburgh,  and  other  places,  and  wo  must  now 
proceed  to  relate  the  steps  he  had  taken,  and  was 
still  taking,  to  eflfect  this  object  at  St  Andrews  ;  and 
thèse  wîll  require  our  more  particular  attention,  not 
so  much  from  their  immédiate  results,  as  becanse  so 
much  of  the  doctor's  attention  was  given  to  the  welfare 
of  thîs  his  native  place,  during  the  short  remainder  of 
his  life. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1830,  great  ex- 
çrtions  were  made  by  several  warm  friends  of  édu- 
cation, for  the  establishment  of  an  infant  school  at  St 
Andrews,  and  many  letters  were  then  and  afterwards 
published  in  the  newspapers  on  this  subject.  Among 
those  who  took  a  leading  part  in  promoting  this  ob- 
ject was  Professer  Alexander,  who,  in  July  of  this 
year,  wrote  to  Dr  Bell  at  Cheltenham,  inclosing  him  a 
cîrcular  and  sketch  of  the  plan,  which,  he  said,  it  was 
^ished  might  be  as  much  as  possible  on  the  doctor's 
System,  but  modified  in  the  détails  by  Wilderspin's 
processes,  which  were  considered  peculiarly  adapted  to 
children  under  six  years  of  âge. 

In  his  reply  to  this  communication,  Dr  Bell  express- 
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ed  his  great  satisfaction  on  finding  such  a  spirît  abroad 
in  St  Andrews.     He  then  went  on  to  say,  that  the 
great  desideratum  was  a  proper  manual  of  instractionsy 
to  be  drawn  up  from  his  publications  ;  and  also  a  séries 
of  elementary  lessons^  or  appropriate  course  of  study, 
to  be  compiled  ;  and  he  added — ^^  That,  doubtless^  much 
might  also  be  selected  from  the  late  publications  on 
infant  schools,  founded  on  the  Madras  discoverj,  and 
many  practices  borrowed  from  the  new  school."      .     . 
.     .     .     "As  to  funds/*  he  continued,  in  another  part 
of  this  letter,    "  on   which  you  justly  lay  so  great 
a  stress: — The    measures    I    pursued    in    the    last 
public  work  in  which    I  was   engaged  in  your  city 
having  proved  so  successful,  and  the  issue  entirely  to 
my  wish^  I  cannot  choose  but  follow  the  same  course 
in  behalf  of  a  favourite  child.     It  bas  been  said,  that 
if,  on  the  former  occasion,  I  had  acted  otherwise  than 
I  did,  the  work  would  not  bave  been  fînished  at  this 
day. 

"  Though  I  do  not  think  that  this  would  happen  in 
the  présent  case,  yet  I  am  not  the  less  désirons  on  that 
account  to  assist  and  forward  your  endeavours.  I 
shall  therefore  engage,  when  your  subscriptions  shall 
bave  been  filled  up,  and  paid  in  advance,  immediatelj 
to  add  to  it  the  same  sum,  so  as  to  double  the  amount^ 
for  a  trial  for  one  year. 

"  But  if  it  shall  be  resolved  to  take  up  this  subject  de 
novo,  not  merely  to  add  to  the  multîtudinous  océan  of 
infant  schools  which  are  overspreading  the  earth,  some 
of  them  in  spurious  and  erratic  channels,  but  to  pro- 
duce such  a  model  as  may  do  justice  to  the  principle 
on  which  they  are  founded,  I  could  enter  into  your 
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scheme^  heart  and  hand.  How  little  remains  for  this 
achîevement  ;  how  difficulté  however,  to  hâve  that  little 
performed  !  But  if  you  wîll  associate  with  yourself  a 
person  like  yourself,  and  employ  a  secretary^  clerk, 
or  amanuensis,  or  whatever  else  is  necessary  for  des- 
patch, I  shall  hope  that  this  difficuU  easy  task  may 
soon  be  accomplished.  It  is  only  to  begin  immediately, 
as  I  hâve  said,  with  a  manual  of  instructions,  and 
séries  of  elementary  lessons,  so  as  to  secure  unanimity 
and  integrity  in  matters  of  vital  importance  to  the 
happiness  and  welfare  of  children.  For  such  an  object 
I  would  not  grudge  any  requisite  expense,  though  I 
would  not  lay  out  a  farthing  in  projects  which  are 
liable  to  abuse,  perversion,  and  not  likely  to  yield 
good-  fruits/^ 

He  then  went  on  to  say,  that  if  the  schools  should 
flourish,  he  might  be  induced  to  give  them  still 
further  assistance,  adding,  that  ^'  he  did  not  give 
any  pledge,  but  that  he  reserved  to  himself,  to  act 
upon  every  occasion,  or  not  to  act,  acçording  to  cir- 
cumstances.'^ 

Dr  Bell  had  also  written  to  Mrs  Dalrymple,  another 
of  bis  friends  at  St  Andrews,  respecting  this  projected 
school,  who,  in  her  reply,  wrote  encouragingly,  and 
informed  him  that  there  was  a  probability  of  obtaining 
an  excellent  master. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  doctor  received  a  letter  from 
St  Andrews  on  this  subject  from  Dr  Gillespie,  who, 
as  will  be  seen,  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  promotion 
of  Dr  Bell's  views. 

In  this  he  writes  as  foUows  : — 
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**  St  Andrews,  Alignât  23, 1830. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

**  I  hâve  long  contemplated  writing  to  you,  upon 
a  subject  which  bas  long  interested  t/ou,  and  in  which 
tbe  best  interests  of  society  are  implicated.     I  mean  that 

of  your  Madras  System  of  éducation My  view 

of  the  matter  is  this,  (a  view  which  you  will  see  par- 
tially  stated  in  the  next  Herald.')  Dr  Bell  introduced^ 
not  only  a  new  plan,  but  a  new  spirit  of  éducation — a 
spirit  formerîy  unknown  in  our  schools — a  spirit  of 
freedom,  generous  émulation,  and  mu  tuai  improvement — 
a  spirit  suited  to  the  £ree  govemment  under  which  we 
live,  and  to  the  moral  condition  of  man  in  référence 
to  Him  that  made  him.  To  carry  this  spirit  into  opéra- 
tion, the  Madras  System  was  invented 

But  to  liniit  the  spirit  of  your  Madras  System  to  any 
period  of  life,  or  to  any  rank  in  society,  is  to  do  it  injustice 
— ^you  found  it  convenient,  for  the  immédiate  and  pal- 
pable exhibition  of  your  principles,  to  begin  with  the 
intellect  at  seven  or  eight  ;  but  had  you  so  arranged 
it,  you  mîght  hâve  applied  your  invention  to  a 
much  earlier  period,  to  the  first  dawnings  of  reason 
and  the  first  impulse  of  passion.  Imitation,  émulation, 
and  a  perception  of  the  beauty  of  order  and  arrange- 
ment, are  ail  brought  into  play  in  the  Wilderspin  plan, 
as  it  is  called,  and  thèse  are  only  émanations  of  the 
Madras  System,  which  proceeds  upon,  and  applies  them 
ail.  My  opinion  therefore  is,  that  you  are  the  father 
of  the  whole  race,  and  that  to  separate,  as  Wilder- 
spin does  from  you,  and  speak  of  your  System  as 
différent  in  its  spirit  from  his,  is  to  do  you  a  manifest 
injustice. 
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"  I  should  therefore  propose,  that  you  should  either 
dîrectly  by  your  own  pen,  or  at  least  by  one  authorized 
by  you,  step  boldly  forward,  proclaim  your  Madras 
System  as  capable  in  its  spirît,  if  not  wîthout  modifica* 
tien  in  its  letter,  of  being  applied  to  infants  of  from 
three  to  seven  years  of  âge,  as  well  as  to  a  more  ad- 
vanced  âge.  And  for  this  I  bave  a  twofold  reason; 
first,  Wilderspin  and  bis  foUowers  will  otberwise  reap 
where  you  bave  sown  ;  and  secondly,  in  many  instances, 
particularly  in  manufacturing  towns  and  at  coal-works, 
if  you  do  not  educate  as  you  may  tbe  infant,  you  will 
never  catcb  bold  of  tbe  girl  or  boy  wbo  are  fastened  to 
tbe  pit  or  tbe  manufactory« 

^*  In  regard  to  your  spéculation  bere,  wbich  is  sup- 
ported  by  several  creditable  and  influential  individuals, 
it  will  neoer  do,  unless  you  make  it  do.     Tbe  purcbase 

of  a  bouse  and  a  park  for  play,  is  indispensable 

Where  can  you  build  a  monument  to  your  memory  witb 
80  mucb  propriety  as  at  St  Andrews,  your  native  city  ? 
'  Si   nonumentum    requiris,    circumspice,'    says    tbe 

monument  in  St  PauPs  to  Sir  Cbristopber  Wren 

Your  monument,  no  doubt,  is  in  tbe  bearts  of  your 
countrymen,  but  tbere  wants  a  rallying  point  to  give  it 
tongue  to  posterily 

"YoursfaitbfuUy, 

**  Thobias  Gillespie." 

Dr  Bell  was  at  tbis  time  in  tbe  nortb,  on  bis  way  to 
Galloway — ^bis  last  risit  to  bis  native  country — and  bis 
reply  is  dated  from  Penritb.  In  it,  after  referring  Dr 
Gillespie  to  bis  several  publications,  and  to  Professer 
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Alexander,  lie  says — '^  As  to  an  édifice  which  you  woiild 
bave  at  St  Andrews,  in  addition  tothe  numberless  school- 
rooms  which  hâve  been  built  and  are  building  over 
the  world  for  the  di&sion  of  the  new  System  of  édu- 
cation, you  cannot  be  more  solicitons  than  I  am.  Sut 
if  such  be  erected,  it  will  decay  and  fall  to  ruiii^  as 
your  collèges  and  school-houses  hâve  done«  They  are 
valuable  in  my  eyes  according  to  the  use  that  is 
made  of  them.  If  they  serve  only  to  uphold  and  main- 
tain  inveterate  préjudices,  and  antiquated  forms,  I  can 
take  no  peculiax  interest  in  them.  My  solicitude  is 
about  a  model  school  of  an  infantile  Ludus  Literarius 
in  a  centrical  situation,  as  will  be  seen  in  my  letters  to 
Sir  John  Sinclair.  It  is  to  realize  the  notions  of  Mikon 
and  Locke,  and  other  great  names. 

**  It  will  be  curions  to  you  to  see,  that  it  was  the  diflB- 
culty  of  getting  adult  ùshers  to  initiate  children  of  four 
years  of  âge  and  under,  (for  such  were  sometimes  in- 
troduced  by  false  certificates  into  the  Military  Asylum 
at  Madras,)  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  new  Sys- 
tem of  éducation  ;  and  with  whom  the  first  experiment 
of  it  was  made,  of  which  you  bave  seen  an  authenticated 
report,  under  the  hands  of  the  government  of  Madras. 
As  to  the  name  by  which  this  System  is  called»  it  is  no 
concern  of  mine.  My  aim  bas  been  to  disseminate  it 
in  its  original  simplicity  and  purity.  Wherever  this 
is  donc,  there  is  the  sole  monument  I  seek  for,  not  in 
marble,  or  brass,  or  letters  of  gold;  but  in  characters 
of  an  universal  language  in  the  human  face  divine — 
in  the  intelligent  and  happy  countenances  and  appear- 
ance  of  the  children  around.  ^  Si  monumentum  re- 
quins, circumspice.'  " 
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Matters  now  progressed  rapidly:  apromîsing  schooU 
xïiistress  was  secured,  a  visiting  committee  of  ladies 
appointed^  and  a  scheme  of  instruction  drawn  up  by 
Professor  Alexander,  and  submitted  to  Dr  Bell's  correc- 
tions, who  in  the  mean  time  had  transmitted  £300  to  be 
laid  out  in  purchasing  land,  or  otherwise  for  the  use  of 
the  school.  This  money  was  placed  in  Miss  Bell's 
hands,  who  was  still  residing  at  St  Andrews. 

Shortly  after  this,  Professor  Alexander  wrote,  in- 

forming  Dr  Bell  that  he  had  concluded  the  purchase  of 

a  property  in  Gregory's  Green,  St  Andrews,  which  the 

doctor  had  wished  to  obtain,  for  £460  ;  and  he  requested 

to  know  whether  he  would  hâve  it  conveyed  solely  to 

himself  or  otherwise.     In  his  reply,  the  doctor  desired 

the  conveyance  to  be  made  out  to  himself,     We  find, 

however,  that  he  had  now  intentions  of  setting  some- 

thing  on  foot  very  différent  from  an   infant   school, 

although  he  took  great  interest  in  this  undertaking.    In 

a  letter  to  Professor  Alexander  he  says — "  I  should  likc 

to  hâve  centrical  premises  in  and  about  St  Andrews  ; 

but  I  am  frightened  to  think  how  my  intentions  will 

be  construed  into  a  pledge,  &;c.,  which  I  hope  I  hâve 

provided  against,  by  the  conveyance  of  my  présent 

purchase  to  myself  solely.     I  should  like  to  see  an 

élégant  and  grand  building,  on  a  large  scale,  erected  as 

an  omament  to  your  town,  for  any  or  no  use,  as  may 

happen.     But   they  will  say  for  our  infant  school. 

Not  so.     Such  would  not  be  necessary  for  your  infant 

school." 

Favourable  accounts  of  the  infant  school  continued 
to  come  from  Mrs  Dalrymple  and  the  Professor,  who  in 
a  letter  of  the  20tli  of  November,  informed  the  doctor 
that  the  Madras  System  had  at  last  forced  its  way  into 
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St  Andrews^  and  been  adopted  in  the  grammar  school 
there,  perhaps  to  a  greater  extent  than  în  any  other  în 
Scotland  ;  and  he  stated^  at  the  same  time^  that  the  en- 
dowment  provided  by  the  town  was  so  small,  and  the  school 
fées  so  trifling^  that  the  teachers  were  inadequately  paid  ; 
and  were  in  conséquence  very  likely  to  leave  their  présent 
situations  for  others^  where  they  might  hâve  less  wcurk 
and  greater  émoluments  ;  and  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion^ 
that  the  first  and  most  urgent  want  of  thèse  schools  was 
an  endowment  for  the  masters. 

This,  however,  was  by  no  means  Dr  Bell's  présent 
opinion,  who  in  his  reply  says — "  I  am  sorry  that  I  can- 
not  agrée  with  you  as  to  an  endowment  for  the  masters  of 
your  schools,  especially  at  this  period,  when  there  îs  yet 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  those  around  them,  what  has 
passed  of  late  under  their  eyes.  When  I  shall  hâve 
heard  that  in  either  of  your  schools,  a  class  of  children 
at  four  or  five  years  old,  shall  in  one  year  hâve  leamed 
an  appropriate  séries  of  religions  exercises,  and  to  read 
and  Write,  and  to  go  through  the  initiatory  lessons  of 
the  éléments  of  arithmetic,  and  the  accidence  of  the 
rudiments  of  the  Latin  and  £nglish  grammar  ;  I  shall 
then  know  that  the  master  has  adopted  the  new  System 
in  good  earnest,  and  to  good  purpose,  and  that  he  has 
deserved  well  of  my  native  city.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
might  be  that  an  augmentation  of  salary,  or  otherwise, 
a  priori^  might  hâve  a  différent  tendency  to  what  you 
expect. 

'^  It  might  fall  ont  in  future  âges,  that  an  additional 
endowment  might  render  the  appointment  of  a  school- 
master  a  job  ;  and,  instead  of  stimulating  exertions,  lead 
to  idleness  and  neglect,  as  so  often  happens  in  the  en- 
dowed  schools  ;  and  as  to  a  committee  granting  or 
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wîthholdîng  as  they  shaJl  be  satisfied,  or  otherwise,  it 
may  be  readily  pronounced  beforehand  how  this  may 
act  ;  and  on  this  head  my  expérience  bas  been  most 
extensive.  Even  at  St  Andrews,  on  my  retum  from 
India,  my  early  endeavours  and  actual  services  of  so 
long  standing,  for  the  purposo  of  promoting  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Madras  System  into  the  English  school, 
and  maintaining  it  there,  did  not  in  the  end  produce 
the  same  fruits  as  in  other  places  less  favoured. 

"  As  to  the  master's  office  being  laborious,  it  is  only 
a  proof  that  they  bave  not  yet  fuUy  availed  themselves 
of  the  System  of  mutual  instruction  and  moral  disci- 
pline."    .     •     .     . 
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CHAPTER  LIV. 

Commencement  of  Dr  Bell*s  Ust  Illness — Correspondence  respectîng  pro- 
posed  endowments,  àc,  at  St  Andrews — Publications — ^Mrs  Wordswortk 
TÎsits  Dr  Bell — HLs  request  to  Lord  Kenyon  respecting^  Bome  of  fais 
Papers. 

SiNCE  we  last  noticed  the  doctor's  movements,  he  had 
returned  from  Scotland,  visited  Sherbum  House^  kept 
his  résidence  month  at  Westminster  Abbey,  and  in 
November  settled  himself  at  Cheltenham  ;  which  place, 
as  will  be  seen,  he  never  again  quitted.  It  is  hère 
necessary  to  gîve  some  account  of  the  state  of  his  health, 
his  last  illness  having  now  commenced. 

As  early  as  September  of  the  présent  year,  (1830,) 
while  he  was  staying  at  Sherburn  House,  a  slight  in- 
distinctness  and  thickness  in  his  Toice  was  perceptible, 
and  when  he  preached  at  Westminster  Abbey  in  Octo- 
ber,  it  was  evidently  with  great  exertion.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  some  time  after  his  return  to  Cheltenham, 
that  he  became  at  ail  alarmed  about  himself.  Finding 
the  difficulty  of  articulation  increase,  médical  aid  was 
called  in — Mr  Seagur,  from  whose  advice  he  had  for- 
raerly  received  much  benefit,  and  Dr  Newell,  who  had 
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attended  him  thirty  years  before,  wfaen  at  Gheltenham, 
being  his  présent  attendants. 

At  this  time  two  of  Bishop  Gray*s  sons  visited 
Cheltenham^  but  Dr  Bell  was  toc  ill  to  receive  them 
at  Lîndsay  cottage  ;  and  their  reports  havîng  alarmed 
tbe  Bishop  and  Mrs  Gray^  the  latter  wrote^  ^^gî^g  ^^ 
to  yisit  them  in  town  for  the  sake  of  a  drier  air  and  the 
best  médical  advice. 

This  invitation  Dr  Bell  was  not  able  to  accept,  and 
în  his  reply,  at  the  end  of  February,  (1831,)  he  says — 
^'  I  hâve  delayed  thanking   the  bishop  and  you   for 
the   interest  you  take  in  my  health,    and   for   your 
very  kind  invitation,  in  case  I  should  be  able  to  say 
any  thing  satisfactory  to  you  ;  but  in  vain.     My  gêne- 
rai State  of  health  remains,  as  it  has  done  ail  along, 
as  good  as  it  can  be  under  my  confinement.     But  my 
local  complaint  undergoes  no  favourable  change.  Inter- 
nai medicines  and  external  applications  hâve  been  tried 
to  no  purpose;  and  my  médical  attendants  hâve  at 
length  found  out  what  I  told  them  at  the  beginnîng, 
that  there  was  nothing  but  waiting,  if  it  shall  please 
God,  for  a  mild  spring  or  warm  summer. 

*'  As  to  your  kind  proposai  of  change  of  place  and  air, 
it  îs  quite  impracticable  in  my  state.  And  my  loss  of 
voîce  would  render  me  insupportable  to  my  friends,  as 
well  as  distressing  to  myself.  I  hâve  great  difiiculty  in 
making  myself  intelligible  to  my  présent  nurses — ^what 
should  I  be  to  others  ?  '* 

He  also  wrote  to  Lord  Kenyon,  and  several  of  his 
other  intimate  friends,  speaking  of  his  disorder  in  rather 
a  desponding  strain. 

About  this  time,  becoming  anxious  to  obtain  the 
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opinions  of  différent  médical  men,  he  drew  up  an  anonjr^ 
mous  account  of  his  case,  and  sent  it  to  Dr  Mudie  of 
St  Andrews,  ah  old  friend  of  his,  who  immediately  gave 
him  his  opinion  and  advice.     He  chîefly  recommended 
stimulating  and  astringent  applications  to  the  affected 
parts,  many  of  which  were  tried  without  effect.     Soon 
after  the  receipt  of  his  opinion,  Dr  Bell  again  wrote 
anonjmously  to  him,  thanking  him  for  his  advice,  and 
requesting   further  particulars  as   to  diet,  &c.  ;    bnt 
before  Dr  Mudie  received  this  second  letter,  he  had 
learned  from  Miss  Bell  that  her  brother  was  the  patient. 
It  is  not  easy  to  understand  the  doctor's  object  in  wri- 
ting  anonymonsly,  especially  as   he  consulted  oth^ 
physicians  in  his  own  name.     His  complaint  still  oon- 
tinued  to  increase,  and  other  symptoms  appeared  of  a 
more  alarming  nature.     In  addition  to  an  inability  to 
articulate,  he  had  now  great  difficulty  in  swallowing, 
and  his  breathing  was  hard  and  much  impeded,  espe- 
cially in  the  moming. 

Mr  Seagur  was  of  opinion  that  ossification  of  the  epî- 
glottis,  or  of  the  upper  part  of  the  windpipe,  was  taking 
place,  as  relaxation  would  not  account  for  the  symptoms; 
and  he  ordered  a  pièce  of  saltpetre  to  be  kept  in  the 
mouth,  and  small  blisters  to  be  applied,  as  well  as  that 
the  patient  should  inhale  the  steam  of  hot  water  with 
some  inftision. 

Dr  Newell's  opinion  was,  that  the  nerves  of  the 
larynx  were  the  seat  of  the  diseasoi  and  that  they  were 
in  a  degree  paralytic  as  well  as  the  organs  of  dégluti- 
tion ;  but  he  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the  mode  of 
treatment  prescribed  by  Mr  Seagiu-,  which  the  doctor 
accordingly  foUowed  for  some   time;   but   not  find- 
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ing  any  relief  from  thèse  applications,  he  discontinued 
them. 

I  haye  said  that  he  had  been  much  pressed  by  the 
Sishop  of  Bristol  and  Mrs  Gray  to  visit  them  in 
London;  and  as,  after  repeated  invitations,  he  had 
declined  moving  on  account  of  his  présent  helpless 
-State,  the  latter  now  urged  him  to  allow  her  to  obtain 
the  opinions  of  Sir  Henry  Halford  and  some  other  dis- 
tinguished  physicians.  After  some  little  hésitation  he 
cons^ited  in  the  beginning  of  April  to  send  his  case  to 
be  laid  before  Sir  Henry,  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  uncomfortable  sensations  about  the  throat  arose  from 
the  pressure  of  blood  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  spine  ; 
and  he  recommended  that  a  small  quantity  of  blood 
should  be  taken  by  cnpping  from  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

Meantime  Lord  Kenyon  had  corne  down  from  town 
to  visit  Dr  Bell,  who  received  great  pleasure  from  seeing 
his  lordship,  although  unable  to  converse  as  formerly  ; 
and  it  was  then  arranged  that  on  his  lordship's  return 
he  should  consult  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  whose  opinion 
chiefly  coincided  vi^ith  that  of  Dr  Newell,  as  regarded 
the  nature  of  the  disease.  He  did  not,  however,  recom- 
mend  any  application  beyond  that  of  occasionally  taking 
BaïuU  quantitics  of  blood  from  the  neck,  and  he  laid 
much  stress  upon  the  necessity  of  avoiding  ail  severe 
mental  exertion,  and  of  taking  more  sleep  than  pre- 
viously. 

Lord  Kenyon  was  so  desirous  that  this  opinion  should 
reach  Dr  Bell  without  delay,  that  some  mistake  having 
occurred,  whereby  it  was  not  given  to  the  guard  of  the 
mail,  he  sent  his  servant  with  it  down  to  Cheltenham. 

Meanwhile  Dr  Bell  had  requested  Mr  Seagur  to 
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draw  out  another  case  for  Sir  H.  Halford,  who,  when  hé 
had  receîved  it,  and  had  had  some  communication  with 
Sir  B.  Brodie  on  the  subject,  ^vrote  to  Dr  Bell  sayîng, 
that  '^they  both  earnestly  recommended  him  to  lose 
four  ounces  of  blood  once  a-week,  for  three  several 
times  more,  and  after  this  course  of  bleeding  to  apply 
a  blister,  the  size  of  a  dollar,  to  tlie  nape  of  the  neck, 
to  let  it  heal  as  soon  as  it  may,  and  to  renew  this  when 
healed  successively  for  four  several  blisters." 

This  advice  Dr  Bell  consented  to  follow,  and  on  Mr 
Seagur  strongly  urging  him  to  allow  double  the  quan- 
tity  of  blood  to  be  taken  which  Sir  H.  Halford  had  ad- 
vised,  he  agreed  to  this  also,  but  no  effect  foUowed  except 
a  perceptible  loss  of  strength.  In  the  course  of  the  next 
month  (May)  a  case  was  sent  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
whose  opinion  was,  ^'  that  the  seat  of  the  disease  was 
in  that  part  of  the  brain  from  which  the  eighth  pair  of 
nerves  originate  ;  and  that  it  was  confined  to  those 
branches  which  were  distributed  to  the  tongue  and  the 
larynx,  and  neighbouring  parts  ;  **  and  he  sent  a  pre- 
scription, which  was  attended  with  no  better  results 
than  the  former  ones. 

Several  other  able  médical  men  at  Cheltenham  were 
also  consulted,  among  whom  were  Dr  Cannon,  Dr 
Boisragon,  and  Mr  Murley,  surgeon — ^not  so  much,  it 
appears,  with  any  great  expectation  that  any  material 
rehef  could  be  obtained,  as  with  the  wish  to  leave  no 
means  untried  from  which  he  might  possibly  receive 
benefit.  The  last  application  of  conséquence  to  which 
he  submitted  was  galvanism,  which  was  tried  by  Mr 
Murley,  but  without  eflFect. 

During  the  early  part  of  Dr  BelPs  illness  he  had 
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been  able  to  articulate  sufficiently  to  be  understood^  at 
least  in  the  morning  ;  but  this  power  soon  left  him^  and 
lie  was  obliged  to  bave  recourse  to  a  slate  and  pencili 
by  means  of  which,  and  by  signs,  he  communicated 
with  bis  attendants  and  friends.  His  mînd^  however, 
as  we  shall  soon  see  more  evidently,  still  continued  in 
fiiU  vîgour  ;  and  at  no  period  of  liis  life  did  he  undergo 
more  mental  exertion  tban  at  this  time. 

We  must  now  return  to  a  somewhat  earlier  period 
of  the  présent  year^  (1831,)  and  follow  out  the  doctor's 
proceedings  with  respect  to  St  Andrews.  We  bave  seen 
that  be  was  desirous  of  purchasing  some  property  in 
that  town  ;  and  being  anxious  to  be  fîilly  informed  of 
the  State  of  politics^  éducation^  &c.^  befpre  he  fi&ed  on 
any  scheme  for  propagating  the  Madras  System  there^ 
he  wrote  to  Dr  Mudie,  requesting  information  on  thèse 
points.  Dr  Mudie's  reply,  dated  26th  of  January,  was 
of  great  length,  giving  a  fiiU  account  of  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  and  reporting  favourably  of  the  infant 
scbool^  which  he  said  generally  numbered  about  sixty 
scbolars.     Of  the  grammar  school  he  said  : — "  This 

school  is  not  a  Ludus  Literarius However,  I 

am  told  the  master  makes  many  good  scholars^  who 
hâve  distinguisbedthemselves  in  the  literary  classesof  the 
University.  Of  this  estabUshment  I  cannot  venture  to 
give  îway  opinion.  Several  of  the  professors  are  so 
oelebrated — '  omni  prœconio  majores  * — that  my  only 
regret  is,  that  they  should  baye  so  limited  a  sphère  of 
action,  and  bave  it  in  their  power  to  do  so  little  good. 
The  session  of  collège  is  so  short,  that  a  pupil  who  at- 
tends them  is  left  six  months  in  the  year  at  least  to  his 
own  devices  ;  and  he  often,  during  the  vacation,  loses  ail 
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he  bas  gained  during  the  preceding  six  months.  I  hare 
often  wished  that  there  were  attached  to  the  Univer- 
sity  a  gymnasium,  or  superior  school^  where  tutars  or 
Jellows  belonglng  to  the  Unîversity  could  conduct  the 
studies  of  the  youth^  both  during  the  session  and  diinog 
the  vacation." 

To  this  letter  Dr  Bell  replied^  thanking  him  for  fais 
information,  and  putting  a  nuinber  of  other  ques- 
tions to  him.  '^  As  to  a  gymnasium/'  he  continued, 
*'or  any  thing  beyond  my  a,  b,  c,  I  bave  carefully 
steered  clear,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  till  the  end 
of  my  days.  I  bave  enough  to  do  wîth  the  work 
which  I  bave  in  band,  and  in  wbich  I  see  my  way.  I 
confine  myself  to  what  bas  bcen  done,  and  I  know  can 
be  doue/* 

In  this  letter  the  doctor  enquired,    among    other 
tbings,  wbo  were  likely  to  be  the  future  magistrates  al 
St  Andrews?    To  whîcb  Dr  Mudie  thus  replied: — 
"  The  probability  certainly  is  that  they  will  bechanged, 
and  that  will  be  very  advantageous  for  yonr  System  of 
éducation.     In  the  event  of  your  benevolent  endowment 
taking  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  childreu  of  this  city,  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  as  trustées,  ex  officio — ^the 
provost  and  eldest  bailie  of  the  city,  the  first  minister  of 
the  parish,  the  rector  of  the  University,  the  professors  of 
Humanity  and  Greek,  the  proprietors  of  the  estâtes  of 
Strathtyrum  and  Mount  Melville,  the  Episcopal  minis* 
ter  of  St  Andrews,  and  the  minister  of  St  Leonards. 
I  would  be  inclined  to  insist  upon  it,  that  if  the  teacbers 
of  the  Grammar  and  English  Scbools  were  to  be  en- 
titled  to  the  advantages  arising  from  your  endowment, 
the  town-council  sbould  give  up  their  right  of  patron- 
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âge  to  the  trustées  who  may  be  named^  and  that  the 
nomination  should  take  place  from  a  majority  of  votes 
of  thèse  trustées.  Also^  if  yowr  beneficence  sbould 
proTide  suitable  school-houses,  &c.;  that  the  magis- 
trates  should  give  tlie  old  houses  to  the  trustées,  to  be 
added  to  the  funds  of  the  trust.^ 

Meanwhile  a  correspondenco  was  going  on  between 
I>r  Bell  and  Professer  Alexander,  respecting  the  pur-» 
chase  of  some  propertj  which  belonged  jointly  to  the 
latter  and  Professor  Duncan.  It  was  a  compact  pro^ 
perty  of  four  impérial  acres,  with  a  frontage  to  the 
South  Street,  on  the  eaât  side  of  the  grammar  sohool, 
of  sixty  feet,  and  on  the  west  side  of  eighty  feet,  in^ 
cluding  the  grammar  school.  The  front  to  the  South 
Street  was  upwards  of  2S0  or  240  feet,  It  was  sur^ 
rounded  with  trees,  and  thero  were  some  qld  hpuses 
and  bams  iipon  it. 

This  property  was  offered  to  Dr  Bell  at  the,  sum 
which  it  had  cost  the  présent  owners,  including  ex- 
penses  ;  but  the  price  having  been,  by  some  mistake, 
Btated  at  £1100,  instead  of  £1150,  a  nuniber  of  letters 
paseied  before  the  purchase  was  copipleted.  The  dooi 
tor,  however,  would  not  hear  of  any  déviation  from 
the  sum  first  named^  and  he  ultimately  obtained  it  on 
bi9  Qwn  tenus. 

Another  purchaae  in  St  Andrews  was  also  made 
about  this  time,  for  Pr  Bell,  by  Mr  Grâce.  It  cou», 
sisted  of  a  house  and  garden  in  South  Street^  and  cost 
the  sum  of  £530. 

£arly  in  April,  it  was  proposed  by  Dr  Bell  to  the 

provost,  magistrates,  and  corporation  of  St  Andrews, 

that  he  should  make  over  to  them,  for  the  benefit  of 

th^ir  schoolsy  his  estate  of  Sgmore,  worth  from  £300  to 
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£400  per  annum^  on  condition  that  they  wonld  engage 
to  pay  to  his  sister  a  free  yearly  annuity  of  £400  doring 
her  life,     This  proposition  was  laid  before  the  town- 
council,  and  a  formai  document  was  drawn  up,  express- 
îng  their  concurrence  in  il,  and  their  unqualified  thanks 
for  his  libéral  intentions  ;  but  it  was  not  carried  into 
effect  for  yarious  reasons,  which  will  hereafter  appear. 
In  one  of  the  doctor's  letters,  addressed  to  tho  pro- 
Tost,   Professor   Alexander,   and   others,    he  had   re- 
quested  to   be  furnished  with  plans  of  his  last  pur- 
chase,  and  with  advice  respecting  it  ;  and  this  having 
been  shown  to  Dr  Gillespie,  he  wrote   to  Dr  Bell, 
giving  his  opinions  and  suggestions  on  the  subject, 
and  seuding  him  a  plan  which  he  had  drawn  out  for 
schooUrooDûs,  &e.    Afiter  which  he  observed  thus: — 
^'  It  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  extent  of  benefit  which 
might  resuit  to  St  Andrews  in  particular,  and  to  the 
country,  from  such  an  establishment  as  is  herein  con- 
templated.    Independently  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
liood,  persons  with  families  would  naturally  resort  to  a 
place  uniting  so  many  advantages.    From  the  earlieet 
stage  of  reason  to  its  fuU  and  matured  development,  there 
would  be  presented  a  system  of  continuous  éducation. 
From  the  infant  school  to  the  collège  class,  from  the  first 
to  the  last  step  of  school  and  académie  instruction,  there 
would  be  means  presented  of  preparing  young  persons 
for  a  useful  and  rirtuous  discharge  of  the  duties  of  life. 
If,  as  Dean  Swift  says,  the  man  who  makes  two  blades 
of  grass  grow  where  one  only  existed  before,  bas  bene- 
fited  his  country  and  his  race,  what  must  be  the  value 
of  his  services  who,  by  a  judicious  arrangement,  bas 
transmitted  to  posterity  those  means  of  instruction,  of 
the  very  best  character,  which  might  otherwise  hâve 
bceii  ivithheld  ?  " 
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He  also  received  letters  from  Dr  Mudie  and  Profes- 
sor  Alexander,  who  estimated  the  expense  of  erectiiig 
handsome  and  sobfitantial  buildings  at  from  £6000  to 
£8000, 

Meanwhile^  the  doctor  had  again  entered  into  a  cor- 
respondence  respecting  the  infant  school  ;  and  on  the 
19th  of  April  he  thus  wrote  to  the  provost  and  others^ 
through  Professor  Alexander  : — "  If  the  provost  and 
dean  of  guild^  the  ministère  of  the  parish  church  of  St 
Andrews  and  of  St  Leonard's,  and  of  the  Episcopal  cha- 
pel  at  St  Andrews^  for  themselves  and  their  successors^ 
shall  be  trustées  and  managers  of  jour  infant  school,  I 
request  that  Mr  Wallace's  property,  purchased  by  me, 
may  be  disponed  to  them  for  the  use  thereof.  As  to 
YÎsitors,  I  suppose  they  are  already  appointed. 

"  Without  the  ladies,  and  ladîes*  committee,  thèse 
schools  will  not  be  well  condueted  or  flourtsh. 

"  There  must  be  compiled  a  rational  course  of  ele- 
mentary  lessons,  in  which  the  primer  of  the  Madras 
school  (four  very  small  pages)  should  be  one» 

"  You  may  send  an  early  and  brief  statement,  on  a 
sheet  of  paper,  of  the  resolution,  without  forms  of  law 
or  the  least  delay.  At  ail  events,  I  would  havo  the 
hoiise  and  premises  made  over  for  the  use  of  your 
infant  school,  or  in  support  of  it/' 

This  ofTer  was  thankfuUy  received,  and  the  trust  ac- 
cepted  by  the  différent  gentlemen  whom  Dr  Bell  had 
named  ;  and,  shortly  afterwards,  he  again  writes  thus 
briefly  to  Professor  Alexander  : — 

*'  Cheltenham,  April  29,  1831. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

*^  To  be  short,  as  it  suits  me  at  this  time,  you 
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may  make  over  my  pnrchase  of  your  and  Professor 
Duncan's  premises  to  the  provost^  magistrates^  and 
town-council  of  St  Andrews,  the  présent  patrons  of  the 
English  and  Latin  schools,  and  their  successors  îb 
office,  provided  they  make  over  their  English  school  to 
the  trustées  and  managers  of  your  infant  school,  for  the 
nse  thereof,  and  provided  that  they  engage  to  adopt  the 
Madras  System  of  éducation  in  the  new  English  and 
Latin  schools  purposcd  to  be  built." 

In  his  reply  to  this  the  professer  wrote  thus  : — "  Our 
thanks  cannot  keep  pace  with  your  liberality.  The 
provost  bids  me  say,  that  they  accept  with  gratitude 
the  property  you  lately  purchased  from  Mr  Duncan 
and  myself,  on  the  terms  and  under  the  stipulations 
you  hâve  mentioned  ;  and  that  he  will  lay  your  letter 
before  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates,  to  be  hdd  on 
Wednesday,  in  order  that  a  resolution  to  this  effect 
may  be  solemnly  entered  on  the  books  of  council." 

Before  proceedingfurther  with  an  account  of  Dr  Bell's 
designs  at  St  Andrews,  we  must  notice  some  other  mat- 
ters,  which  at  this  time  also  occupied  his  attention. 

We  hâve  seen  that  he  was  almost  constantly  engaged 
in  republishing  some  one  or  other  of  his  works,  and  be 
was  now  employed  upon  a  new  and  abridged  édition  of 
his  English  School,  Fart  IL,  with  additions  up  to  that 
period,  and  also  on  a  new  édition  of  his  Manual 
of  Instructions  for  Schools,  on  which  he  had  been 
engaged  at  intervais  since  1827.  The  English  School 
was  published  in  the  beginning  of  March  ;  and  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs  Johnson,  written  subsequently,  he  says^ 
after  speaking  to  the  state  of  his  health — '*  My  great 
trouble  is  about  my  récent  publication,  which  I  hâve 
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eent  forth  to  seek  its  way,  or  ratlier  no  waj^  into  the 
world.  I  hâve  conjured  Rivingtons  to  advertise  it^  and 
they  hâve  promised  to  send  me  the  newapapers  ;  but 
when  ?  Hâve  you  seen  or  read  it  ?  It  is  dedicated  to 
the  National  Society.  I  hâve  resolved  to  give  up  dis- 
tribution^ baying  no  leisure,  and  for  good  reasons^  and 
see  who  will  read,  and  what  they  will  say.  Let  the«i 
huy,  read^  and  point  ont.  T%U  is  new.  •  .  .  My 
book  !  My  book  !  My  book  !  is  to  me  ail  in  ail  I  See 
what  can  be  done  to  circulate,  and  let  me  know  your  pro^ 
ceedings  and  success  in  getting  opinions  and  adrice/' 

He  also  appears  at  this  time  to  hâve  felt  much  anxiety 
about  présent  and  posthumous  éditions  of  bis  works 
being  published^  and  made  sereral  memoranda  of  bis 
wishes  on  this  subject^  always  adding  a  re&iaeiiGe  to 
Mr  Davies^  who^  he  said^  was  ^'  fully  instruoted  as  to 
his  wishes.''  Among  other  plans  which  passed  i^ough 
his  mind^  was  one  for  a  complète  édition  of  Jiisrworks^ 
to  be  edited  jointly  by  my  father  and  Mr  Words- 
worth  ;  and  during  the  third  week  in  May  he  wrote, 
expressing  an  eamest  wish  that  Miss  Wordsworth^ 
^Mr  Wordsworth's  sister^)  of  whose  talents  he  had  the 
highest  opinion^  should  visit  him  at  Gheltenham  for 
the  purpose  of  discnssiog  thèse  subjects. 

The  State  of  Miss  Wordsworth's  health  did  not  allow 
of  her  taking  so  long  a  journey  ;  but,  on  the  roceipt  of 
his  letter^  Mrs  Wordsworth  immediately  set  off  for 
Cheltenham,  and  remained  at  Lindsay  cottage  until 
the  beginning  of  the  foUowing  mçnth  ;  but  no  définit^ 
arrangement  was  made  respecting  tho  proposed  édition 
of  his  writîngs.  Indeed^  as  will  be  ipaore  clearly  seen 
as  we  proceed,  Dr  Bell's  views  were  in  a  very  unsettled 
Btate^  both  respecting  the  disposai  of  his  property  and 
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the  publication  of  his  works  ;  and  owing  to  thîs  and 
the  irritability  of  his  temper,  Mrs  Wordsworth's 
visît  was  any  thing  but  one  of  pleasure.  He  seems 
now  to  hâve  thought  that  his  présent  illness  would 
be  fatal  to  him  ;  and  on  Mr  Mamot's  leavîng  Chel- 
tenhain/  (whose  visit  we  shall  presently  hâve  occasion 
to  notice,)  he  gave  his  gold  repeater  into  his  chai^, 
as  a  mémorial,  to  be  presented  to  Lord  Kenyon  ;  and 
he  directed  that  some  boxes,  containing  part  of  the 
perquisites  which  fell  to  his  share  at  the  coronation  of 
George  the  Fourth,  should  be  sent  ofF  at  once  to  Miss 
Marianne  Kenyon. 

He  also  wrote  at  this  time  to  Lord  Kenyon,  request- 
ing  that  he  would  destroy  ail  his  Apology,  and  other 
papers  which  had  the  least  of  controversy  concerning 
Sherburn  hospital  in  them,  that  ware  in  his  possession. 
"  My  work,*'  he  said,  "  may  be  said  to  be  done,  as  fer 
as  my  earthly  existence  extende  ;  and  it  is  most  fitting 
and  right  that  every  thing  which  saveurs  of  disputation 
or  controversy  be  buried  in  the  grav^  with  me,** 

To  this  Lord  Kenyon  replied,  that  his  commands 
to  him  with  respect  to  any  publication  or  correspon- 
dence  ever  entnisted  to  him,  he  mîght  rely  on  it,  should 
be  faithfully  observed  :  But  he  added — '*  As,  however, 
no  one  can  tell  what  time  may  produce,  I  should  net 
think  it  expédient  to  destroy  any  documents,  but  to 
préserve  such,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  irresîstibly 
refiiting  falsehoods,  should  falsehoods  be  uttered,  when 
the  mcans  for  their  réfutation  may  be  thought  to  be 
lost." 

In  this  opinion  Dr  Bell  appears  to  bave  acquiesced, 
sînce  he  neither  repeated  this  request,  nor  did  he  him- 
self  destroy  ail  tliose  papers  on  this  subject  which  w^^ 
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in  liîs  own  possession.  During  his  îllness,  however, 
he  committed  many  o(  his  papers  to  the  flanies, 
wLich,  on  the  wholo,  was  perhaps  a  fortnnate  circum- 
stance  for  his  hiographer  ;  for  having,  throughout  his 
life  till  now,  preserved  every  letter  and  even  note  he 
received,  had  he  not  destroyed  some  of  them,  the  com- 
position of  his  Life  would  hâve  heen  still  more  difBcult 
and  laborious  than  it  has  been — ^while  it  is  highly  im- 
probable^ that  any  new  information  of  importance  could 
hâve  been  d^ved  from  thenu 
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CHAPTER  LV- 

Dr  Ben*8  Wilb—Transfer  d  £l20fiOÙ  «o  TnuteM  at  fit . 

Bell— His  Wills  resumed—Lettera^  and  Viât  of  Mr  Southey-^Trustoesaiid 
Executors— Affairs  connected  with  the  St  Andrewa  Trusta — ^DiTÎsioo  of  tlia 
Transfert— Conséquent  Correspondence. 

It  now  becomes  necessaiy  to  enter  into  an  account  of 
some  of  the  various  wills  which  Dr  Bell  had  made,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  disposed  of  a  great  portion 
of  hîs  vast  weaJth. 

We  may  indeed  say,  that  now  his  money  was  a  bur- 
den  to  him.  He  had,  throiigh  life^  been  anxious  to 
accnmwlate  wealth,  and  he  had  sucoeeded  in  doiug  so 
in  a  most  remarkable  manner,  It  was  not^  howeyer^ 
from  purely  selfish  motives  he  had  done  this — ^his  lîfe 
had  been  spent  in  promoting  one  object  ;  and  now  hîs 
chief  anxiety  was,  that  his  property  should  go  to  aîd 
the  sarae  great  purpose,  for  great  it  undoubtedly  was* 

Ho  had  never  been  without  a  will,  and  had,  from 
time  to  time,  altered  and  rcmodeled  it  in  many  dif- 
férent ways.  In  1818  he  had  made  a  will  chiefly  in 
favour  of  St  AndreM's  ;  but  in  1825  this  was  canceled, 
and  a  great  part  of  his  property  was  then  destined  for 
England.  From  1818  until  the  présent  year,  (1831,) 
he  had  been  most  anxious  that  tbe  contents  of  his  will 
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should  be  kiiown  to  no  one  but  to  himsçlf  ;uid  Mr 
Davies,  who  remembers  that,  m  182o,  he  had  made 
provisions  for  a  classical  Madra«  Institution  in  or  noar 
Lfondon,  of  which  Mr  Bamford  was  to  be  appointed 
master^  witb  a  bandsome  salary. 

Up  to  this  tiine  he  had  never  employed  a  lawyer  to 
draw  up  bis  wills,  and  Mr  Davies  had  often  laiK)ured, 
both  night  and  day^  in  copying  and  recopying  tbeni^ 
and  in  otberwisc  assisting  liim  on  tbeae  occasions. 
Now,  however,  he  began  to  think  it  would  not  be  safe 
in  him  to  transact  such  an  important  business  without 
légal  advice;  and^  accordingly,  he  wrote  to  Mr  Marriot, 
requesting  bis  immédiate  présence  at  Lindsay  cottage. 

On  bis  arrivai  in  May^  Mesars  Strafford  and  Cox:,  Dr 
Bell's  Bolicitors  at  Cbeltenham^  were  also  employed; 
and  a  will  was  accordingly  executed,  and  the  dififeveat 
trustées  whom  he  had  named  signified  their  aeceptanq^ 
of  the  trust. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  this  be^i  done,  than  he 
again  altered  bis  views^  and  determined  on  immediately 
transferring  a  great  part  of  bis  property  into  the  hands 
of  trustées.  Mr  Marriot  and  Mr  Strafford  endeavoured 
to  dissuade  liim  from  this,  but  in  vain  ;  and  on  the  IXth 
of  May,  without  saying  a  word  to  any  one  else,  l;i,e 
desired  Mr  Davies  to  write  as  follows  to  bis  bankers 
in  London  for  bis  signature  :  —  "  It  is  my  wish 
for  you  to  transfer  into  the  joint  names  of  William 
Haig,  provost  of  St  Andrews,  North  Britain  ;  Robert 
Haldane,  D.D.,  fîrst  minister  of  the  parish  cburch  of 
St  Andrews  aforesaid;  George  Buist,  D.D.,  second 
xninister  of  the  said  parish  church  ;  and  Andrew  Alex- 
under,  A-M.,  professer  of  .Qreek  at  the  univei^ity  of  St 
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Andrews,  the  sum  of  £60,000  (sîxty  thousand)  tbree 
per  cent  Consolidated  Bank  annuities,  being  part  of  that 
stock  now  standing  in  my  name  ;  and  I  will  thank  yen 
to  send  me  the  necessary  power  of  attomey  for  that 
purpose  ;  and  another  (I  suppose  will  be  necessary) 
for  the  transfer  of  £60,000  three  per  cent  reduced,  &c, 

"  Let  me  entreat  you  to  make  ail  dispatch — ^no  time 
mnst  be  lost." 

This  document  being  signed  by  Dr  Bell,  it  was 
immediately  dispatched  ;  on  the  foUowing  day  tbe 
two  powers  of  attorney  were  accordingly  sent  ;  and  on 
thèse  being  returned,  the  transfer  of  £120,000  was 
made,  according  to  bis  instructions. 

Dr  Bell  next  wrote  to  the  trustées  thernselves  to 
apprise  them  of  what  he  had  done  ;  but  there  is  only  an 
imperfect  draft  of  this  important  letter  among  his  papers, 
which  runs  as  foUows  : — "  I  send  you  a  sterling  proof 
of  the  entire  confidence  which  I  place  in  you,  tnistîng 
împlicitly  that  you  will  apply  thèse  funds  according 
to  my  intentions,  in  putting  them  into  your  hands. 

"But  let  me  just  say,  that  if  my  late  purchase  of  the 
grounds  adjoining  the  grammar  school  be  not  aiready 
conveyed,  that  you  will  désire  Mr  Grâce  immediately 
to  convey  them  to  you.  My  désire  is,  that  you  imme- 
diately set  about  building  substantial,  commodious,  and 
handsome  school-rooms  and  school-houses  for  your  Eng- 
llsh  and  Latin  schools,  and  to  harmonize  and  corre- 
spond with  the  ruîn  of  the  Blackfriars*  chapel,  which  I 
beg  you  will  put  and  kcep  in  good  repair  ;  and  that 
every  tbing  be  done  to  render  thèse  schools  most  en- 
tirely  usefîil  ;  and  that,  if  thought  advisable,  the  esta- 
blishment may  be  greatly  enlarged.     As  to  building, 
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great  précaution  must  be  taken  not  to  procced  on  spé- 
cification or  estimâtes^  which  may  lead  to  expansés  far 
beyond  the  valuation  raade.  Public  bodies,  unîvcrsi- 
ties,  collèges,  &c.,  often  suffer  in  this  way.  I  wish  for 
your  own  ideas  individually  on  this  subject  of  the  build- 
ings and  expense,  without  référence  to  architects,  and 
of  any  enlarged  establishment  you  may  propose — and 
ail  you  would  propose  doing  by  scholastic  establish- 
ments in  thèse  grounds." 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  he  received  letters 
of  thanks  from  the  trustées  whom  he  had  named. 
*'  Permit  me  to  assure  you/*  writes  the  provost,  in  re- 
ply  to  Dr  Bell's  letter,  "  that  I  will,  on  my  part,  fulfil 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power  your  wishes  and  intentions 
in  faveur  of  the  rising  génération.  As  it  will  be  neces- 
sary  to  get  an  architect  from  Edinburgh  to  draw  plans 
of  the  diflTerent  buildings  to  make  them  harmonîze  with 
the  ruin  of  the  Blackfriars'  chapel,  accordîng  to  your 
most  excellent  idea,  I  hope  you  will  approve  of  our 
getting  the  most  eminent  architect  that  we  can  find  in 
Edinburgh.'*  The  other  trustées  also  expressed  their 
warmest  thanks  and  eamest  désire  to  carry  out  the 
objects  he  had  in  view. 

Meantime  Miss  Bell  had  manifested  a  great  wish  to 
visît  her  brother  at  Cheltenham,  and  with  some  reluc- 
tance  he  consented  that  she  should  do  so  ;  but  no  sooncr 
had  he  given  his  consent  than  he  again  recalled  it,  and 
wrote  to  her  to  that  effect.  She  had,  however,  set  off* 
before  this  letter  reached  St  Andrews,  and  on  her  arri- 
vai in  Cheltenham  she  was  affectionately  received  by 
lier  brother.  For  some  weeks  they  lived  very  happily 
together  ;  and  by  a  deed  of  conveyance,  dated  the  l7th  of 
May,  he  made  over  to  her  Lindsay  cottage  and  grounds. 
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whereby  f»he  was  admitted  tenant  and  proprûstor  xxf  ii^ 
though  he  retaîned  possession  of  it  until  his  deatfau 

On  the  daj  foUowing  tlie  date  of  this  deed,  Dr  Bell 
also  delivered  to  her  the  foUowing  letter: — 

"  Yesterday  I  surrendered  to  you  the  cottage  and 
groundei,  and  ail  the  appartenances  and  premises  belong^ 
ing  to  them  ;  and  accordingly  I  noyr  prooeod  to  deliver 
up,  give,  and  présent  to  you  ail  my  furniture^  goods,  and 
chattels^  books  andletters^  and  MSS.  hère  and  at  Sher- 
burn  house,  the  earpet  and  the  oovering  of  the  coro- 
pation  chair  wMch  fell  to  me  at  the  coconation  of  King 
.George  the  Fourth  ;  and  elsewhore,  my  silver  [^te^gold 
coinS;  rîngs^  chains^  and  trinketei^  money^  and  cash  hère 
and  at  Messrs  Pitt  and  Co'js.,  bankers,  Oheltenham.  The 
tea  service  presented  to  me  by  the  vestry  of  the  Cowgate 
Ëpiscopal  chapel  at  Ëdinburgh^  and  the  sacramental 
plate  presented  to  me  by  my  Indian  pupils,  of  vhidi  a 
duplicate  was  presented  to  the  chapel  of  the  National 
School,  Ely  place,  London,  you  hâve  to  delivw  to  tW 
minister  and  vèstry,  for  thetimebeing,ofthe  Episcopal 
chapel  at  St  Andrews/' 

Two  days  after  this  was  written,  the  dootor  put.«  dip 
of  paper  into  his  sister's  hands,  with  thèse  words  upon 
it: — '*  Bequeath  mygold  chain  and  medal  to  theMadras 
collège,  St  Andrews."  At  présent,  Dr  Bell  was  on 
good  terms  with  his  «ister;  but  unhappily  circum- 
stances  soon  afterwards  occurred  which  caused  an  cAtire 
breach  between  them,  and  which,  however  painful  it 
may  be  to  do  so,  I  must  hère  briefly  mention,  as  si^c^ 
on  this  point  would  probably  lead  to  erroneous  impres- 
sions of  Dr  Bell's  conduct,  and  lay  him  open  to  the 
charge  of  unjust  and  capricious  treatment  pf  his  sis- 
ter.    Miss  Bell  had  unfortunately  taken  up  the  opinion 
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that  lier  brother  was  not  in  a  fit  state  to  mako  a 
will,  and  she  accordîngly  expressed  her  conviction  to 
others  that  *'  he  was  not  in  his  right  mind."  Thîs 
was  more  to  be  regretted  than  wondered  at^  when  we 
consider  the  immense  property  which  Dr  Bell  pos- 
sessed^  and  the  natural  expectation  which  she  must 
hâve  entertained  of  sharing  largely,  in  common  with 
his  other  relations^  in  hb  accumulated  wealth. 

Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  by  some  means  or  other 
Dr  Bell  began  to  suspect  his  sister^s  intentions  ;  and 
baving  ascertained^  beyond  a  doubt^  how  matters  stood, 
he  put  a  paper  into  her  hands^  stating  that  it  was 
necessary  for  his  health  and  peace^  that  she  should 
immedîately  leare  his  bouse,  and  giving  her  the  choice 
of  St  Andrews,  London,  or  Malvem.  She  accord- 
îngly chose  the  latter  place,  and  at  once  proceeded 
there. 

On  the  20th  of  the  présent  month,  (May,)  Dr  Bell 
wrote  to  my  father,  saying  that,  in  a  will  executed 
the  day  previous,  he  had  ventured  to  name  him  as  a 
trustée  with  his  sister,  Jessy  Bell,  then  at  Lindsay  cot- 
tage,* (whom  he  commended  to  his  protection,  and  that 
of  his  friends  at  Rydal  Mount,)  the  Earl  of  Leven  and 
Melville,  Bishop  Walker,  and  George  Wharton  Mar- 
riot,  Esq.  ;  and  he  added,  *'  I  bave  begged  you  and  Mr 
Wordswortb  to  be  editors  of  a  complète  édition  of  my 
Works,  andentreatyour  acceptance  of  £2000,  and  ail  ex- 
penses  paid,  and  the  expenses  of  those  you  may  hâve 
occasion  to  employ.  1  beg  you  to  accept  the  trust.  The 
others  bave  signified  their  acceptance  beforehand. 

*  Thu  letter  was  wiitten  previous  to  tbe  doctor*s  discoverj  of  Uisf 
Bell*s  opinloo  that  be  was  insane. 
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'^  I  am  speechless  and  în  a  perilous  state^  and  greatly 
wish  to  see  you." 

To  this  my  father  thus  replled  : — 

**  Keswîck,  Whîtsanday,  1831. 

"  My  dear  Dr  Bell, 

"  I  would  hâve  set  off  for  Gheltenham  immediately 
if  I  could.  This  I  cannot  do  ;  but  as  soon  as  possible 
I  will.  About  a  fortnight's  close  work  will  enable  me 
to  leave  home. 

"  Of  course  I  accept  the  trust,  and  will,  to  the  best 
of  my  powers,  discharge  it  faithfiilly, 

*'  Your  wishes,  too,  regarding  your  works,  shall,  as 
far  as  on  me  dépends,  be  punctually  performed.  The 
great  work,  wbich  is  peculiarly  yours,  will  take  care  of 
itself.  But  the  one  thing  which  you  owe  to  yourself, 
and  for  which  I  am  especially  anxious,  is,  that  you 
should  trust  me  with  materials,  from  which  I  may 
draw  up  such  a  mémorial  as  ought  to  be  preserved, 
of  one  whose  life  bas  been  devoted  to  one  great  and 
beneficent  object. 

^'  The  loss  of  speech  bas  plaînly  not  been  accom- 
panied  with  any  loss  of  faculties,  My  poor  uncle  suf- 
fered  a  more  distressing  dérangement  of  the  same  parts, 
by  losing  the  power  of  déglutition  in  a  great  degree. 
Your  State,  ï  would  hope,  rather  might  be  deemed  pre- 
carious  than  perilous — ^were  it  not  that  there  is  a  sure 
reckoning  with  time  and  mortality.  A  little  sooner  or 
later  is  ail  the  différence  between  youth  and  âge  ;  and 
that  différence  is  little  indeed  at  the  longest.  I  am 
old  enough  myself  to  bave  the  end  of  my  journey  in 
vîew,  and  to  feel  what  a  blessing  it  will  bc  to  escape 
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from  tlie  cares  of  thîs  world,  throw  ofiF  the  burden 
of  human  infirmitics^  and  be  united  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  witb  those  dear  ones  who  bave  gone  before 
us. 

"  God  bless  yoii,  my  dear  sir  !  Let  me  bave  a  Une 
to  say  bow  you  are  before  I  start  ;  indeed^  we  sball  ail 
be  anxious  to  bear  this. 

*'  Yours  most  affectionately, 

''  R.  SOUTHET." 

And  again,  soon  afterwards,  my  fatber  writes 
tbus,  in  référence  to  Dr  Bell's  gift  to  St  Andrews, 
&c.— 

'^Keswick,  MaySO,  1831. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  public  munificence  îs  upon  à  greater  scale 
tban  I  bad  ever  dreamt  of.  God  grant  tbat  tbe  good 
may  be  in  some  degree  commensurate  !  But  I  am  sur- 
prised,  as  well  as  grieyed,  to  learn  tbat  there  sbould 
be  mucb  complexity  and  difficulty  in  arranging  tbe 
otber  part  of  your  affairs.  Of  course,  I  sball  be  better 
informed  upon  tbis  subject  wben  we  meet  ;  and  I  will 
not  delay  my  departure  a  day  beyond  wbat  is  abso- 
lutely  necessary  for  completing  wbat  must  be  completed 
before  I  start.  Meantime  it  is  prudent  to  say,  tbat  I 
am  by  no  means  qualified  for  taking  a  part  in  tbe 
management  of  any  intricate  concerns.  My  babits  of 
life  bave  totally  unfitted  me  for  any  business  except 
my  own,  and  my  own  leaves  me  no  leisure  for  any 
otber.  Tbe  office  of  rendering  justice  to  you  and  your 
discovery,  settîng  tbat  dîscovery  in  its  true  and  strong 
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lighty  and  endearouring  to  assîst  in  giriog  it  its  Jost 
direction»  is  what  I  can  perform  with  a  consciousness, 
that  a  cause^  of  which  I  know  the  strengtli,  wiLl  not 
suffer  by  being  in  my  hands  ;  and  that  conscîousiiess 
will  be  strengtliened  by  having  such  a  Go-operator  as 
Wordsworth.  But  a  trusteeship  which  should  involve 
any  thing  more  than  the  ordinaiy  dutiea  of  a  plain 
straightforward  concem,  I  could  not  engage  in  -with 
safety  and  justice,  either  to  myself  or  others. 

'^  Upon  this  I  shall  be  able  to  form  a  clear  opinion 
when  I  am  with  you,  I  am  glad  to  infer  from  Mrs 
Wordsworth's  account,  that  you  are  in  no  state  of 
bodily  suffering,  and  to  form  a  possible  hope  that  the 
power  of  speech  may  be  recovered.     .... 

'*  God  bless  you,  my  dear  sir. 

*'  Yours  affectionately, 

"  R.  SouTmpr.*' 

About  a  fortnîght  after  this  letter  was  written,  my 
father  went  to  Cheltenham,  where  he  remained  nearly 
a  week,  and  had  much  discussion  with  Dr  Bell  con- 
cerning  the  disposai  of  his  property.  He  especially 
nrged  the  doctor  to  withdraw  his  name  as  a  trustée  ; 
and  said  that  he  greatly  wished  that  Mr  Davies  could 
hâve  been  appointed  to  that  office,  as  he  considered 
that,  from  his  knowledge  of  Dr  Bell's  views  and  wishes, 
his  assistance  would  be  most  valuable  in  carrying  them 
into  effect.  To  this  the  doctor  replied,  that,  as  he  had 
aheady  appointed  him  to  be  an  agent,  he  would  doubt- 
less  employ  his  whole  time  in  giving  assistance,  wher- 
ever  and  whenever  necessary,  and  in  a  manner  in  which 
perhaps  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  as  trustée. 
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Indeed,  the  doctor  had,  for  inany  years  past,  beeii 
T^  anxious  to  secure  Mr  Davies's  services  in  différent 
departments  of  the  trust  ;  and,  in  liis  varions  wills,  lie 
generallj  inserted  one  clause,  authorizing  the  trustées 
to  employ  him  to  assist  in  the  biographical  départe- 
ment, at  a  salary  of  £100  a^year,  with  his  expenses 
paid  for  a  period,  which  he  sometimes  extended  to 
three,  and  at  others  to  seven  years,  as  circumstances 
might  require  ;  and,  in  another  clause  of  the  same  wills, 
he  appointed  him  as  a  gênerai  or  assistant  agent  for 
an  unlimited  time,  at  an  adéquate  additional  salary. 
It  was,  however,  intimated  to  him,  that  this  double 
appointment  might  rather  shackle  his  usefulness  than 
otherwise  ;  and  he  consequently  omitted  thèse  clauses, 
and  instead  appointed  him,  in  gênerai  tenus,  assistant 
agent,  with  an  adéquate  salary,  and  without  limitation 
of  time,  place,  or  otherwise. 

In  his  last  will,  dated  the  13th  of  August,  he  named, 
as  trustées,  the  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville,  Lord 
Kenyon,  the  Lord  Justice-Clerk  of  Scotland,  Bishop 
Walker  of  Edinburgh,  and  Walter  Cook,  Esq.,  W.S.  ; 
and  immediately  afterwards,  being  anxious  to  add  the 
Bishop  of  BristoPs  name  to  thèse,  he  wrote  to  his 
lordship,  begging  him  to  accept  the  trust,  and  saying  : 
— '*  I  am  thus  late  with  this  request,  in  the  expecta- 
tion  of  your  being  translated  to  a  distant  see,  which 
might  render  your  compliance  somowhat  troublesome 
to  you,  and  less  bénéficiai  to  the  immédiate  object  for 
which,  in  the  first  instance,  it  would  be  convenient  to 
be  at  hand,  and  give  directions»  which  would  relieve 
you,  for  the  most  part,  of  ail  future  trouble.*' 

To   this   the  bishop   replied,   that  he  felt  himself 
reluctantly  compclled  to  décline  accepting  the  ofiSce^ 
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în  conséquence  of  his  numerous  avocatîons  leavîng 
him  no  tiine  to  dévote  to  the  important  duties  which 
Dr  Bell  wished  to  devolve  upon  him, 

Dr  Bell  next  requested  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  to 
accept  this  office,  who  wrote,  expressing  his  readiness 
to  undertake  it  if  the  doctor  thought  his  name  could 
be  of  any  use  to  his  laudable  designs.  In  answer  to 
which  Dr  Bell  said-^^^  1  hâve  no  vrords  to  convey  my 
thanks  for  your  lordship's  gracions  condescension  to 
my  request  ;  nor  can  I  express  the  gratification  I  fed 
in  enroUing  your  lordship's  name  with  those  of  the 
Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville,  the  Lord  Kenyon^  the 
Bishop  Walker  at  Edinburgh,  &c.'* 

We  must  now  return  to  the  stibject  of  the  transfer 
>vhich  Dr  Bell  had  made  of  so  large  a  portion  of  his 
property.  No  sooner  was  this  accomplished^  than  he 
seems  to  hâve  been  under  great  anxiety  as  to  the  funds 
being  properly  applied,  in  conséquence  of  which  he 
urged  the  trustées  to  form  their  plans  with  more  precî« 
pitancy  tlian  was  quite  practicable  : — pressing  them  to 
send  him  at  once  an  account  of  what  they  intended 
doing,  and  requesting  them  "  to  engage,  at  any  ex- 
pense,  an  agent  to  inform  him,  day  by  day,  what  was 

going  forward." ^'  My  solicitude,"  he 

adds,  "  distresses  me  much.  Excuse  my  anxiety. 
There  is  danger  in  the  delay  of  a  day." 

Meantime,  however,  Dr  Haldane  had  written,  pro- 
posing  certain  plans  of  buildings,  &c.,  and  informing 
him  that  Professer  Alexander  would  be  with  him  at 
Cheltenham  in  a  few  days. 

Letters  now  reached  Dr  Bell  from  Mr  Grâce,  (gagent 
to  the  trustées  at  St  Andrews,)    informing   him  of 
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wbat  was  going  on;  and  also  from  Dr  Haldane  and 
Provost  Haig;  who  expressed  their  anxiety  to  earry  ail 
his  wishes  into  exécution. 

Professor  Alexander  having  reached  Cheltenham^ 
remained  several  days  at  Lindsay  cottage^  discussing 
différent  plans  for  carrying  ont  the  doctor's  views  and 
other  matters  ;  and  at  his  request  he  drew^  up  the  fol- 
lowing  paper  of  suggestions^  which  he  left  for  Dr  BelPs 
considération  : — 

''  Cheltenham,  June  7,  1831. 

'^  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  Provost  Haig^  Prin- 
cipal Haldane,  Dr  Buist,  and  Mr  Alexander,  or  their 
successors  in  office,  nominated  and  created  trustées  by 
a  deed  of  transference  vesting  in  their  names  Govem* 
ment  stock  to  the  amount  of  L.  120,000,  will  be  pleased 
to  consider,  and,  if  they  deem  it  proper,  to  adopt  and 
carry  into  effect,  the  following  suggestions  with  regard 
to  the  management  and  application  of  the  trust-fund 
aforesaid  : — 

'^  1.  In  order  to  prêtent  the  ftmds  from  being  mis- 
applied  and  wasted  in  litigation,  it  seems  extremely 
désirable  that,  .in  the  event  of  disputes  and  différences 
unhappily  arising  between  the  said  trustées  in  the 
exécution  and  management  of  the  trust,  they  should^ 
in  no  case,  and  upon  no  account,  hâve  recourse  to  a 
court  of  law  ;  but  should  submit  the  question  at  issue 
to  the  friendly  arbitration  and  final  décision  of  the 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Fife,  of  the  sheriff- 
deputc  of  the  said  county,  and  of  the  lord  chancelier 
of  the  univcrsity  of  St  Andrews,  or  any  one  or  more  of 
thèse. 
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^^  2.  In  order  that  a  fixed  portion  of  the  trust-fiinds 
may  romain  în  perpetuity,  it  is  liumbly  suggested^  as 
perhaps  expédient^  that  the  said  trustées  should  so 
regulate  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  for  buildings^  or 
otherwise,  as  that  there  may  always  be  at  the  crédit  of 
the  trust  a  capital  stock  of  £70,000  sterling,  or  a  per- 
manent annual  income  of  £2ô00  sterling. 

*^  3.  Should  an  opportunîty  occur  of  doing  so  with 
advantage,  the  said  trustées  may  perhaps  deem  it  a 
wise  and  prudent  measure  to  invest  the  aforesaid  trust- 
funds^  or  at  least  part  of  them,  in  lands  situated  within 
the  county^  and  near  to  St  Andrews. 

'<  4.  The  said  trustées  shall  erect,  upon  estimate^ 
and  conformably  to  a  plan^  to  be  hereafter  described 
and  specified,  suitable  school-rooms  and  school-houses, 
for  a  setninary,  academy,  or  collège,  to  be  conducted 
on  the  Madras  system  of  mutual  instruction;  and 
they  shall  otherwise  duly  provide  for  the  perpétuai 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  Madras  Âcademy 
or  Collège  at  St  Andrews,  That  it  shall  consist  of 
the  following  teachers  : — Ist,  Of  English  reading, 
grammar^  writing,  &c.  ;  2d,  Of  Greek  and  Latin  ; 
3d,  Of  mathematics  and  geography;  4th,  Of  the 
modem  languages  ;  and  lastly,  Of  a  rector  or  super- 
intendent  of  the  whole  institution. 

'^  6.  The  said  trustées  may,  if  they  judge  it  advan- 
tageous,  expend  £8000  in  erecting  an  observatory  in 
a  convenient  situation,  and  fumishing  the  same  with 
proper  instruments  ;  and  may  also  appoint  an  observer 
with  a  salary  of  £60  per  annum  :  thus  rendering  the 
city  of  St  Andrews  one  of  the  fixed  stations,  within 
the  empire,    for  making  and  recording  astronomical 
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observations.  It  is  submitted  to  the  considération  of 
the  trustées,  whether  the  observatory,  and  buildings 
aforesaid,  should  not  be  erected  on  the  property  lately 
possessed  by  Professors  Duncan  and  Alexander. 

*'  6.  If  means  juflSciently.  ample  should  remain, 
after  providing  in  a  full  and  effective  manner  for  the 
objects  aforesaid,  and  more  particularly  for  the  sup* 
port  and  maintenance  of  the  Madras  Academy  or 
Collège  in  St  Andrews,  the  said  trustées  may,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town,  expend  the  sum  of  £600  sterling, 
for  fumishing  the  inhabitants  of  St  Andrews  with  an 
ample  supply  of  water  ;  and  may  also,  if  they  deem  it 
expédient,  apply  a  fiirther  sum  of  £1000  sterling, 
towards  estabHshing  a  dispensary  for  providing  the 
poor  with  medicines. 

^^  7.  It  is  with  ail  humility  and  déférence  sugigested 
to  the  trustées  aforesaid,  whether  they  might  ziot 
beneficially  assume  and  associate  in  the  said  trust, 
the  principal  of  the  united  collège,  and  the  rector  of  the 
university  of  St  Andrews,  in  ail  time  coming. 

'*  8.  Finally,  and  above  ail,  before  ail,  beyond  aU, 
it  will,  under  Providence,  be  for  the  said  trustées 
seriously  to  consider,  whether  they  ought  not  to  keep 
steadily  in  view  the  completion  of  a  Ludus  Literarius 
for  children  at  an  early  âge,  as  a  model  or  exemplar 
to  others — see  Dr  Belles  letters  to  Sir  John  Sindair, 
&c. — ^with  a  simple  and  short  grammar,  and  appro- 
priate  course  of  study,  which  might  be  printed  ai  St 
Andrews." 

Professer  Alexander  was^  very  desirous  that  Dr  Bell 
should  give  bis  sanction  to  thèse  suggestions,  with  such 
corrections  as  he  might  think  proper,  and  transmit  them 
to  St  Andrews  ;  but  this  he  was  by  no  means  indined 
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to  do;  and,  indeed,  he  drew  out  a  paper  contaînmg 
objections  to  most  of  them,  which  he  thus  con- 
cluded  : — 

'^  Chéltenhain,  Jime  1831. 

"  I  am,  indeed,  reduced  to  a  sad  dilemma.  The  only 
alternative  I  can  devise  is  that  to  which  nothîng  but  the 
want  of  choice  would  compel  me  to  resort.  It  a£3icts 
me  beyond  measure  to  think  that  the  funds  laid  up  for 
giving  full  effect  to  a  System  of  éducation,  the  object  of 
which  is  the  health,  the  happiness,  the  moral,  relîgîous, 
ihtellectual,  and  lîterary  împrovement  of  the  young,  (to 
a  degree  impracticable  before,)  by  a  new  and  stupen- 
dous  engine,  may,  by  mistake  or  otherwise,  be  dîrected 
to  diflferent  purposes. 

^'  The  only  remedy  that  occurs  to  me  is,  to  désire 
that  the  funds  be  put  into  Chancery,  and  the  correspon- 
dence  of  ail  eoncemed  on  the  subject  thereof,  inehiding 
the  letters  from  Provost  Haîg,  Principal  Haldane,  Dr 
Buist,  and  yourself  to  me,  and  mine  to  you,  and  those 
which  passed  between  one  another,  cspecially  your  let- 
ters to  Dr  Haldane  while  you  were  in  England." 

In  the  mean  time  Dr  Bell  had  written  the  foUow- 
îng  letter  to  Dr  Haldane  and  the  other  trustées  at  St 
Andrews  : — 

**  Cbeltenham,  June  11»  1831. 

^*  Révérend  and  dear  Sir, 

"  After  mature  considération  and  délibération  on 
the  transfer  of  the  £60,000  three  per  cent  consolidated 
Bank  annuities,  and  the  £60,000  three  per  cent  reduced 
Bank  annuities,  into  your  names,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying  on  the  work  for  which  I  seem  to  hâve  lived,  and 
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reflecting  on  ail  that  lias  passed  on  this  subject^  I  fecl 
it  a  soleran  duty  incurabent  on  me  to  submit  to  you  niy 
ultimate  détermination  in  regard  to  thèse  fiinds,  which 
I  think  cannot  fail  to  meet  with  your  approbation. 

"  Let  me  promise,  that  I  can  by  no  means  consent 
to  the  layîng  up  or  setting  apart  £70,000,  or  any  other 
part  of  thèse  funds,  for  future  and  indemnité  objects,  cr 
for  the  purposes  of  sound  learning  in  the  town  of  St 
Andrews,  différent  from  that  provided  for;  nor  can  I, 
on  any  account  whatever,  agrée  to  the  application  of 
them,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  the  aid  or  support  of 
ancient  endowments,  foundations,  or  establishments, 
such  as  charity  schools,  hospitals,  asylums,  collèges,  and 
universities. 

"  It  is  high  time  that  a  trust-deed  be  executed,  to 
secure,  in  ail  events,  the  application  of  thèse  funds  to 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  committed  to  your  safo 
custody. 

*'  The  following  are  the  uses  for  which  I  direct  that 
provision  may  be  made  by  the  trust. 

Ist,  That  the  amount  of  thèse  funds,  after  deducting 
expenses,  be  divided  into  twelve  equal  parts,  portions, 
or  shares,  and  that  five  parts  be  applied  to  the  estab- 
lishment or  maintenance  of  the  Madras  collège  or  semi- 
nary  of  éducation,  upon  the  grounds  which  I  lately 
purchased  for  this  purpose,  adjoining  the  grammar- 
school  of  St  Andrews,  and  including  the  ruin  of  the 
Blackfriar's  Chapel,  which  it  is  my  désire  may  be  put 
into,  and  kept  in  repair  out  of  part  of  thèse  five  shares  ; 
and  also  that  the  endowments  of  the  bursaries  proposed 
by  you,  and  agreed  to  by  me,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  same 
shares — the  collège  to  be  conducted  on  the  Madras  (or, 
as  it  is  often  called^  the  monitorial)  System  of  éducation. 
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conformabiy  to  the  principles  and  practices  laid  down  in 
my  Eléments  of  Tuition,  parts  Ist,  2d,  and  3d  ;  in  my 
Manuals  of  Mutual  Instruction  and  Moral  Discipline  ; 
in  my  Vindication  of  Children  ;  and  in  my  Letters  to 
Sir  John  Sinclair — so  as  to  form  a  model  of  that  Sys- 
tem. Next,  that  one  part  be  given  to  the  proYOst^ 
magistrates,  and  town-councU,  for  the  time  being,  of 
each  of  the  towns  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberde^i, 
(including  Old  and  New,)  and  Inverness,  on  the  same 
conditions,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  as  above; 
and  that  another  share  may  be  given  to  the  provost^ 
magistrates,  and  town-council  of  St  Andrews  for  the 
time  being,  for  moral  and  religions  purposes,  and  for 
nseful  and  permanent  works  for  the  benefit  and  improve- 
ment  of  the  town. 

"  If  any  of  thèse  corporations  shall  décline  the  accepta 
ance,  let  the  share  or  shares  be  given  to  the  Clei^ 
Orphan  School,  St  Jolm's  Wood,  a  récent  institution 
on  the  Madras  system,  Sucli  are  the  grand  objects  for 
which,  in  the  first  instance,  thèse  funds  are  destined, 
and  for  the  application  of  which  a  trust-deed  is  now 
to  be  executed.  I  cannot  anticipate  any  diffîculty  or 
delay  in  the  exécution  of  this  trust  ;  but  if  any  should 
unexpectedly  arise,  it  would  be  my  duty  to  put  this 
letter  into  Chancery,  with  ail  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject  ;  and  that  this  may  not  be  left  undone,  I  hare 
consigned  the  charge  to  a  friend. 

^'  I  trust  my  friends  will  make  every  allowance  for 
my  solicitude  on  this  point,  and  for  the  precarious  state 
of  my  health,  and  the  natural  anxiety  occasioned  by  the 
appréhension  excited  in  my  mind  of  a  différence  of 
opinion  relative  to  the  important  objects  of  this  trust« 

'*  Of  the  residue  in  my  next. 
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''  I  am,  my  dear  sîr,  with  great  respect,  jours  faidi- 
fully, 

"  A.  Bell/* 

In  reply  to  this,  Dr  Haldane  wrote  as  foiiows  :— ^ 

*'  St  Mary's  Collège,  St  Andrews,  June  15,  1831. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  had  the  pleasiire  to  receiye  yesterday  your 
letter,  of  date  the  llth  instant,  and  thia  morning's  post 
has  brought  another  letter  from  you,  of  same  date,  with 
a  note  inclosed,  dated  also  the  llth,  and  addressed  to 
myself  and  the  other  trustées,  in  which  you  mention 
that  the  letter  reeeived  this  morning  conyeying  it  was 
iiitended  to  OTortake  and  supersede  the  one  which,  by 
mistake,  had  been  carried  to  t2ie  post-office  reeeived 
yesterday,  and  which  you  request  me  to  seal  up  and 
redirect  to  you,  with  that  paper  or  note  enclosed  in  it, 
and  directing  us  to  retain  and  act  upon  the  letter 
accompanying  it  reeeived  this  morning« 

^*  In  comphance  with  your  request  and  direction,  I 
now  beg  to  return  you  enclosed  the  letter  first  alluded 
to,  reeeived  by  me  yesterday,  as  also  the  note  alluded 
to,  that  letter  being  superseded  by  yours  retained 
by  me,  which  came  to  hand  this  morning,  and  which  I 
bave  to-day  communicated  to  Provost  Haig  and  Dr 
Buist.  Mr  Grâce  has  also  laid  before  us  your  letter  to 
him  of  the  llth  instant,  conveying  your  ideas  regard- 
ing  the  Grammar  and  English  school-rooms,'^  which  the 
trustées  and  I  took  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  you, 
with  ail  déférence,  as  the  accommodation  which  appear^ 

*  Thèse  schools  had  heen  previously  made  over  to  Dr  BelFs  trustées  bj 
the  towD-coancil. 
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ed  to  US  as  suitable  for  such  schools,  by  the  note  or 
Project  of  the  Schools  prefixed  to  Mr  Grace's  letter  of 
the  6th  instant.     Thèse  rooms,  siiggested  by  us  as,  in 
our  humble  opinion,  proper,  by  no  means  appeared  to 
us  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  such  an  institution  as 
that  proposed  by  you  hère  ;  and  we  were  induced  to 
suggest  them  merely  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the 
benefit  of  your  opinion  in  regard  to  what  appeared  to 
you  to  be  essential  and  proper  accommodation  in  every 
respect,  so  as  your  Madras  System  might,  in  accord- 
ance  with  your  own  cxpressed  wishes,  be  carried  into 
the  fiillest  efTect  hère  ;  trusting  that  you  would  do  us  the 
faveur  to  communicate  to  us  your  ideas  and  wishes  as 
to  the  school  accommodation  in  your  opinion  requisite 
and  proper  for  attaining  your  very  laudable  object,  to 
accomplish  which  it  has  been,  and  will,  believe  me, 
always  be,  the  sole  aim  and  most  anxious  wish  of  the 
other  trustées  and  myself  ;  and  in  their  name  and  ray 
own  I  beg  to   assure  you  that,  whatever  recommen- 
dations  or   instructions,  either   respecting    the  school 
accommodation,  or  the  mode  of  conducting  the  schools, 
which  you  may  be  pleased  to  faveur  us  with,  they  shall 
be  most  fuUy,  implicitly,  and  cheerfully  complied  with 
and  acted  upon,  both  in  letter  and  spirit.     Your  great 
expérience  enables  you  to  advise  us  what  accommoda- 
tion appears  to  you  as  proper  for  such  a  collège  as  you 
intend  hère  ;  and  if  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  suggest 
to  us  the  number  and  dimensions  of  rooms  requisite,  we 
shall  lose  no  time  in  instructing  Mr  Burn  to  prépare 
plans  embracing  thèse,  and  we  shall  anxiously  look  for 
your  letter  in  answer  to  thîs,  conveying  your  ideas  on 
thèse  very  important  prelimînary  points. 

"  We  were  aware  that  an  observatory  formed  no 
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branch  of  the  Madras  System,  and  we  merely  took  the 
liberty  of  submitting  it  for  your  considération  :  of  course 
it  will  now  be  dispensed  with. 

"  With  référence  to  another  part  of  your  letter,  re- 
garding  tbe  annual  sum  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
foundation  of  bursaries  in  the  United  Collège,  I  beg 
also  to  assure  you  that,  far  from  having  any  désire  to 
dispose  of  any  part  of  your  munificent  donation  in  this 
manner,  or  to  any  purpose  not  having  for  its  sole  ob- 
ject  the  success  and  advancement  of  your  excellent 
institution,  I  was  only  led  to  suggest  to  you  the  pro- 
priety  of  such  bursaries,  from  observing  that  they  were 
consonant  with  your  original  intentions  expressed  in 
the  draft  deed  communicated  by  your  désire  to  the 
other  trustées  and  niyself,  and  from  an  anxious  feeling 
on  my  part  to  act  up  to  your  wishes  and  intentions  on 
ail  points.  You  are  aware  that  Dr  Buist  and  I  are 
connected  with  a  collège  where  no  fées  are  paid,  and 
•which  would  not  be  benefited  by  the  bursaries  con- 
ferred  on  the  other  collège  ;  and  you  will,  I  hâve  no 
doubt,  do  us  the  justice  to  believe,  that  we  are  by  no 
means  désirons*  of  diverting  the  funds  destined  by  you 
for  the  purposes  of  your  own  institution,  to  any  other 
object  whatever. 

"In  conclusion,  I  beg,  in  name  of  the  other  trus- 
tées hère  and  myself,  to  assure  you — ^which  I  do  in 
the  strongest  terms — ^that  the  whole  funds  put  at  our 
disposai  shall  be  applied  solely  and  sacredly  to  the 
objects  you  hâve  in  view,  and  that  we  never  contem- 
plated  or  hinted  at  the  appropriation  of  any  'part  of 
them  '  for  future  or  indefinite  objects,'  or  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  Sound  learning,  in  the  town  of  St  Andrews, 
différent  from  that  provided  for  by  you,  as  alluded  to 
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in  your  letter  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  our  sole  désire  and 
aim  to  meet  your  wishes  in  their  application  to  the  use 
and  maintenance  of  your  institution  alone,  and  to  corn- 
ply  witli  your  instructions  in  carrying  it  into  the  fullest 
effect. 

^  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your 
most  faithful  and  obliged  servant, 

"  Robert  Haldake." 

Dr  Bell  having  aiso  written  to  Mr  Grâce  on  the  same 
day  that  his  letter  to  the  trustées  was  dated,  he  ob- 
served  thus  in  his  answer — "  The  trustées  hère  are  very 
anxious  that  you  should  suggest  to  them  the  number  and 
extent  of  the  rooms  which,  in  your  opinion,  the  new 
collège  should  embrace  ;  and  if  you  could,  at  the  same 
time,  giye  them  an  idea  of  the  sum  which  you  think 
might  be  expended  in  the  érection  of  the  collège,  they 
could  then,  in  fulfilment  of  your  wishes  and  instruc- 
tions, direct  the  architect,  Mr  Bum,  to  proceed  with 
his  plans  with  ail  dispatch.  I  am  sure  that  they  ail  ex- 
press an  anxious  désire  to  comply  with,  and  carry  into 
effect,  your  wishes  in  regard  to  the  buildings,  mode  of 
conducting  them,  &c.,  and  they  would  be  very  unwil- 
ling  to  do  any  thing  to  defeat  your  purpose,  which  has 
so  admirable  and  higlily  laudable  an  object  in  view." 

Just  at  this  time,  as  I  hâve  before  mentioned,  my 
father  went  on  a  visit  to  Dr  Bell,  and  they  had  mucli 
discussion  respecting  the  proposed  endowments  in 
Scotland;  and  as  there  were  still  two  twelfth  parts 
unappropriated,  he  requested  my  father's  advice  as  to 
their  disposai,  who  strongly  urged  him  to  appro- 
priate  them  to  the  augmentation  of  poor  livings  ;  and 
pressed  upon  him,  that  as  almost  ail  his  wealtb  bad 
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corne  from  the  church^  some  of  it  at  least  ought  to 
return  to  it. 

The  foUowing  are  the  suggestions  wbich  he  drew  up 
for  Dr  Bell's  considération  : — 

"  Whenever  £200  are  forthcoming  for  the  augmen- 
tation of  a  poor  living,  an  equal  siim  is  added  to  it  by 
what  is  called  Queen  Anne's  bounty.  Five  poor  livings, 
therefore,  would  be  benefited  to  the  extent  of  £400 
each^  by  every  thousand  pounds  whîch  should  be  thus 
disposed  of. 

"  Were  Dr  Bell  thus  to  direct  the  application  of 
one-twelfth  part  of  the  sum  which  he  bas  so  munifi- 
cently  devoted  to  what  may  truly  be  called  pious  pur- 
poses,  and  apply  another  twelfth  to  the  support  of  a 
Madras  school  in  each  of  the  parishes  so  benefited,  I 
know  of  no  other  means  by  which  so  much  certain  and 
permanent  good  could  be  effected  by  the  same  funds  ; 
nothing  for  which  he  would  be  more  widely  and  last- 
ingly  blessed  in  this  country  ;  and  I  may  add,  that  the 
thought  of  having  suggested  it  to  him,  should  it  be 
carried  iuto  effect,  would  be  a  comfort  to  me  as  long 
as  I  live,  and  in  the  hour  of  death." 

Dr  Bell  at  first  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  this  recom- 
mendation  ;  but  he  soon  altered  bis  opinion,  very  much 
to  my  father's  regret.  Immediately  afterwards  a  pai-a- 
graph  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  giving  an  account 
of  a  meeting  lield  on  the  16th  of  June  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Royal  Naval  School  near  London  ;  and 
this  having  caught  Dr  Bell's  attention,  he  exclaimed — 
**  ïhis  is  a  godsend!"  and  he  determined  at  once 
on  giving  £10,000  to  that  institution.  The  othcr 
twelfth  part  was  afterwards  given  to  Leith,  as  will  be 
seen. 
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irtmunicatîons  bad  heen  received   fr 
Ahhongh  co  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^-^^  j^^  jg^^^   j^^^  ^ 

iho  crus  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^^  expressly  answered 
I  at  part  of  i*  which  referred  to  the  transfer  of  the 
funds  to  the  other  towns»  Dr  Bell  now,  how- 
ereT,  determined  on  apprising  the  authorities  of 
each  place  of  his  intention  ;  and  accordingly  wrote  to 
the  provost^  magistrates^  and  corporation  of  each  of 
the  towns  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and 
Inverness,  informing  them  that  he  had  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  Provost  Haig,  Principal  Haldano,  Dr 
Buist,  and  Professer  Alexander  of  St  Andrews,  in 
trust,  the  stim  of  ^120,000  three  per  cent  bank  an- 
nuities,  one-twelfth  of  which,  after  deducting  expenses, 
was  directed  to  be  tranferred  to  each  of  their  towns  or 
corporations  for  certain  purpôsos,  of  which  the  aforesaid 
trustées  were  desired  to  give  them  notice. 

Two  days  afterwards  a  similar  letter  was  written  to 
Vice- Admirai  the  Honourable  Sir  H.  Black wood, 
chairman  of  the  meeting  for  establishing  a  Royal  Naval 
School  ;  and  he  referred  the  members  for  an  exempli- 
fication  of  the  System  which  they  were  to  adopt,  to 
the  Royal  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  and  the  Cen- 
tral and  other  well-regulated  schools  of  the  National 
Society. 

Immédiate  answers  were  received  to  ail  thèse  letters, 
conveying  the  thanks  of  the  différent  authorities  for 
his  munificence  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  officiai  letter 
of  acknowledgment.  Sir  H.  Blackwood  wrote  express- 
ing his  thanks  both  as  chairman  of  the  proposed  in- 
stitution and  as  a  private  individual,  and  saying  that 
it  was  most  probable  that  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committeo  would  bo  instructed  to  go  down  and  corn- 


1 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  399 

^^^^^^unîcate  with  hîm  at  Cheltenham,  and  that  also  a 
y^  committee  of  three  adéquate  persons  might  be  named 
to  YÎsit  some  of  the  schools  established  on  his  plan^ 
'^  the  excellent  working  of  which,"  he  says,  "  I  Mdtnessed 
at  Madras  when  I  commanded  our  naval  force  there." 
He  also  requested  him  to  name  any  school  or  schools^ 
^hich  he  could  recommend  as  models. 

To  this  Dr  Bell  replied,  that  he  should  hâve  answer- 
ed  Sir  H.  Blackwood's  letter  in  persDn^  had  not  his 
heaith  prevented  him*  He  then  recommended  the 
Central  school  of  the  National  Society  as  an  admirable 
example  of  the  system,  and  referred  him  to  his  last 
manual,  and  to  his  English  School  and  Ludus  Litera- 
rius  for  authentic  instructions. 

In  the  mean  time  the  doctor  had  again  written  to  the 
trustées  at  St  Andrews,  expressing  his  wish  to  reçoive 
the  deed  of  trust  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  llth  of 
June,  and  saying  that  he  had  apprised  the  corporations 
of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Invemess,  of 
the  funds  he  had  assigned  to  them.  At  the  same  time 
he  requested  the  trustées  immediately  to  give  them  no- 
tice, if  they  had  not  already  done  so. 

In  reply  to  this  and  other  letters  from  Dr  Bell, 
Principal  Haldane  wrote  to  him  as  foUows  : — 

*<  St  Andrews,  June  24,  1881. 

*^  My  dear  Sir, 

*•  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  18th  and  20th  instant,  in  the  former  of  which  you 
expressed  your  wish  to  receive  the  deed  of  trust  refer- 
red to  in  your  letter  of  the  llth,  and  intimate  that  you 
hâve  apprised  the  corporations  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  and  Inverness,  that  one-twelfth  part  of  the 
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u  communications  bad  been  receîved    /V- 
jiltholig   ^^  ^^  Andrews  since  Dr  BeJl's  leùM  to 
tlio  tru^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  j^^  ^^^  expressly  answered 
V^t  part  of  it  which  referred  to  the  transfer  of  the 
fands   to   the    other    towns.      Dr   Bell    now,   how- 
ever,   determined    on    apprising    the    authorities     of 
each  place  of  his  intention  ;  and  accordingly  wrote  to 
the  provost,  magistrates^  and  corporation  of  each   of 
the   towns   of  Edinburgh,   Glasgow,  Aberdeen,   and 
Inverness,  informing  them  that  he  had  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  Provost  Haig,  Principal  Haldane,  Dr 
Buist,  and  Professor  Alexander  of  St  Andrews,  in 
trust,  the  sUm  of  £120,000  three  per  cent  bank  an- 
nuities,  one-twelfth  of  which,  after  deducting  expenses, 
was  directed  to  be  tranferred  to  each  of  their  towns  or 
corporations  for  certain  purposcs,  of  which  the  aforesaid 
trustées  were  desired  to  give  them  notice. 

Two  days  afterwards  a  similar  letter  was  written  to 
Vice- Admirai  the  Honourable  Sir  H.  Blackwood, 
chairman  of  the  meeting  for  establishing  a  Royal  Naval 
School  ;  and  he  referred  the  members  for  an  exempli- 
fication  of  the  System  which  they  were  to  adopt,  to 
the  Royal  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  and  the  Cen- 
tral and  other  well-regulated  schools  of  the  National 
Society. 

Immédiate  answers  were  received  to  ail  thèse  letters, 
conveying  the  thanks  of  the  différent  authorities  for 
his  munificence  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  officiai  letter 
of  acknowledgment.  Sir  H.  Blackwood  wrote  express- 
ing his  thanks  both  as  chairman  of  the  proposed  in- 
stitution and  as  a  private  individual,  and  saying  that 
it  was  most  probable  that  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committeo  would  be  instructed  to  go  do wn  and  coin- 
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L^^  municate  with  hîm  at  Cheltenham,  and  that  aiso  a 
/  committee  of  three  adéquate  persons  might  be  named 
to  visit  some  of  the  schools  established  on  his  plan^ 
'*  the  excellent  working  of  which,"  he  says,  *'  I  witnessed 
at  Madras  when  I  commanded  our  naval  force  there." 
He  also  requested  him  to  name  any  school  or  schools, 
which  he  could  recommend  as  models. 

To  this  Dr  Bell  replied,  that  he  should  hâve  answer- 
ed  Sir  H.  Blackwood's  letter  in  person,  had  not  his 
health  prevented  him*  He  then  recommended  the 
Central  school  of  the  National  Society  as  an  admirable 
example  of  the  system,  and  referred  him  to  his  last 
manual,  and  to  his  English  School  and  Ludus  Litera- 
rius  for  anthentic  instructions. 

In  the  mean  time  the  doctor  had  again  written  to  the 
trustées  at  St  Andrews,  expressing  his  wish  to  reçoive 
the  deed  of  trust  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  llth  of 
June,  and  saying  that  he  had  apprised  the  corporations 
of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Invemess,  of 
the  funds  lie  had  assigned  to  them.  At  the  same  time 
he  requested  the  trustées  immediately  to  give  them  no- 
tice, if  they  had  not  already  done  so. 

In  reply  to  this  and  other  letters  from  Dr  Bell, 
Principal  Haldane  wrote  to  him  as  foUows  : — 

*<  St  Andrews,  June  24,  16dL 

'^  My  dear  Sir, 

'^  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  18th  and  20th  instant,  in  the  former  of  which  you 
expressed  your  wish  to  reçoive  the  deed  of  trust  refer- 
red to  in  your  letter  of  the  llth,  and  intimate  that  you 
hâve  apprised  the  corporations  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  and  Invemess,  that  one-twelfth  part  of  the 
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h  communications  bad  been  received    /V 
Ahboiig  Andrews  sînce  Dr  BeJl's  lGt<^  to 

^"^       f  ^0  llth,  they  had  not  expressly  answered 
V^t  part  of  it  which  referred  to  the  transfer  of  the 
fundB   ta   the    other    towns.      Dr   Bell    now,   how- 
ever,   determined    on    apprising    the    authorities    of 
each  place  of  his  intention  ;  and  accordingly  wrote  to 
the  provost,  magistrates^  and  corporation  of  each  of 
the   townB   of  Edinburgh,    Glasgow,  Aberdeen,   and 
Inverness,  informing  them  that  he  had  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  Provost  Haig,  Principal  Haldane,  Dr 
Buist,  and  Professer  Alexander  of  St  Andrews,  in 
trust,  the  sùm  of  £120,000  three  per  cent  bank  an- 
nuities,  one-twelfth  of  which,  after  deducting  expenses, 
was  directed  to  be  tranferred  to  each  of  their  towns  or 
corporations  for  certain  purpôsos,  of  which  the  aforesaid 
trustées  were  desired  to  give  them  notice. 

Two  days  afterwards  a  similar  letter  was  written  to 
Vice- Admirai  the  Honourable  Sir  H.  Black wood, 
chairman  of  the  meeting  for  establishing  a  Royal  Naval 
School  ;  and  he  referred  the  members  for  an  exempU- 
fication  of  the  System  which  they  were  to  adopt,  to 
the  Royal  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  and  the  Cen- 
tral and  other  well-regulated  schools  of  the  National 
Society. 

Immédiate  answers  were  received  to  ail  thèse  letters, 
conveying  the  thanks  of  the  différent  authorities  for 
his  munificence  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  officiai  letter 
of  acknowledgment.  Sir  H.  Blackwood  wrote  express- 
ing his  thanks  both  as  chairman  of  the  proposed  in- 
stitution and  as  a  private  individual,  and  saying  that 
it  was  most  probable  that  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committoo  would  be  instructed  to  go  down  and  coin- 
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^^  fi.  munlcate  with  him  at  Cheltenham,  and  that  also  a 
./  committee  of  three  adéquate  persons  might  be  named 
to  visit  some  of  the  schools  established  on  his  plan, 
*'  the  excellent  working  of  which/*  he  says,  "  I  witnessed 
at  Madras  when  I  commanded  our  naval  force  there." 
He  also  requested  him  to  name  any  school  or  schools, 
which  he  could  recommend  as  models. 

To  this  Dr  Bell  replied,  that  he  should  hâve  answer- 
ed  Sir  H.  Blackwood's  letter  in  person,  had  not  his 
health  prevented  him*  He  then  recommended  the 
Central  school  of  the  National  Society  as  an  admirable 
example  of  the  system,  and  referred  him  to  his  last 
manual,  and  to  his  English  School  and  Ludus  Litera^ 
rius  for  anthentic  instructions. 

In  the  mean  time  the  doctor  had  agaîn  written  to  the 
trustées  at  St  Andrews,  expressing  his  trish  to  reçoive 
the  deed  of  trust  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  llth  of 
June,  and  saying  that  he  had  apprised  the  corporations 
of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Invemess,  of 
the  funds  he  had  assigned  to  them.  At  the  sarae  time 
he  requested  the  trustées  immediately  to  give  them  no- 
tice, if  they  had  not  already  done  so. 

In  reply  to  this  and  other  letters  from  Dr  Bell, 
Principal  Haldane  wrote  to  him  as  foUows  : — 

'*  St  Andrews,  Jaoe  24,  1881. 

*^  My  dear  Sir, 

'•  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  18th  and  20th  instant,  in  the  former  of  which  you 
expressed  your  wish  to  reçoive  the  deed  of  trust  refer- 
red to  in  your  letter  of  the  llth,  and  intimate  that  you 
hâve  apprised  the  corporations  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  and  Invemess,  that  one-twelfth  part  of  the 
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Althoiigh  communications  bad  been  receired  from 
the  trustées  at  St  Andrews  since  Dr  Bell's  letter  to 
them  of  tbe  llth,  they  bad  not  expressly  answered 
that  part  of  it  whicb  referred  to  tbe  transfer  of  tbe 
funds  to  tbe  otber  towns.  Dr  Bell  now,  how- 
ever^  determined  on  apprising  tbe  autborities  of 
eacb  place  of  bis  intention  ;  and  accordingly  wrote  to 
the  provost,  magistrates,  and  corporation  of  each  of 
tbe  towns  of  Edinburgb,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and 
Inverness,  informing  tbem  tbat  be  bad  deposited  in 
tbe  bands  of  Provost  Haig,  Principal  Haldane,  Dr 
Buist,  and  Professer  Alexander  of  St  Andrews,  in 
trust,  tbe  sum  of  £120,000  tbree  per  cent  bank  an- 
nuities,  one-twelftb  of  wbicb,  after  deducting  expenses, 
was  directed  to  be  tranferred  to  eacb  of  tbeir  towns  or 
corporations  for  certain  purpôscs,  of  wbicb  tbe  aforesaid 
trustées  were  desired  to  give  tbem  notice. 

Two  days  afterwards  a  similar  letter  was  written  to 
Vice-Admiral  tbe  Honourable  Sir  H.  Blackwood, 
cbairman  of  tbe  meeting  for  establisbing  a  Royal  Naval 
Scbool  ;  and  be  referred  tbe  members  for  an  exempli- 
fi cation  of  tbe  System  wbicb  tbey  were  to  adopt,  to 
tbe  Royal  Military  Asylum  at  Cbelsea,  and  tbe  Cen- 
tral and  otber  well-regulated  scbools  of  tbe  National 
Society. 

Immédiate  answers  were  received  to  ail  tbese  letters, 
conveying  tbe  tbanks  of  tbe  différent  autborities  for 
bis  munificence  ;  and,  in  addition  to  tbe  officiai  letter 
of  acknowledgment.  Sir  H,  Blackwood  wrote  express- 
ing bis  tbanks  botb  as  cbairman  of  tbe  proposed  in- 
stitution and  as  a  private  individual,  and  saying  tbat 
it  was  most  probable  tbat  one  of  tbe  members  of  the 
committeo  would  be  instructed  to  go  down  and  com- 
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municate  with  him  at  Cheltenham»  and  that  aiso  a 
committee  of  three  adéquate  persons  might  be  named 
to  visit  some  of  the  schools  established  on  his  plan^ 
'*  the  excellent  working  of  which,"  he  says,  "  I  witnessed 
at  Madras  when  I  commanded  our  naval  force  there." 
He  also  requested  him  to  name  anj  school  or  schools, 
which  he  could  recommend  as  models. 

To  this  Dr  Bell  replied,  that  he  should  hâve  answer- 
ed  Sir  H.  Blackwood's  letter  in  person,  had  not  his 
health  prevented  him*  He  then  recommended  the 
Central  school  of  the  National  Society  as  an  admirable 
example  of  the  system,  and  referred  him  to  his  last 
manual,  and  to  his  English  School  and  Ludus  Litera-- 
rius  for  authentic  instructions. 

In  the  mean  time  the  doctor  had  again  wrîtten  to  the 
trustées  at  St  Andrews,  expressing  his  wish  to  reçoive 
the  deed  of  trust  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  llth  of 
June,  and  saying  that  he  had  apprised  the  corporations 
of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Invemess,  of 
the  funds  he  had  assigned  to  them.  At  the  same  time 
he  requested  the  trustées  immediately  to  give  them  no- 
tice,  if  they  had  not  already  done  so. 

In  reply  to  this  and  other  letters  from  Dr  Bell, 
Principal  Haldane  wrote  to  him  as  foUows  : — 

*'  St  Andrews,  Juoe  24,  1681. 

*'  My  dear  Sir, 

'^  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  18th  and  20th  instant,  in  the  former  of  which  you 
expressed  your  wish  to  reçoive  the  deed  of  trust  refer- 
red to  in  your  letter  of  the  llth,  and  intimate  that  you 
bave  apprised  the  corporations  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  and  Inverness,  that  one-twelfth  part  of  the 
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sum  or  stock  transferred  to  your  other  trustées  and 
myself  is  assigned  to  each  of  thèse  burghs  ;  and  re- 
questing  us  immediately  to  give  them  notice^  if  ^we 
hâve  not  aiready  done  it.  In  conséquence  of  the  absence 
of  Mr  Haig)  for  some  days,  on  his  own  private  business, 
I  had  not  tiU  to-day  an  opportunity  of  submitting  that 
letter  to  him  and  Dr  Buist^  when  they  expressed  theîr 
readiness  to  comply  instantly  with  your  wishes  as  to 
the  assignment  to  each  of  thèse  burghs^  to  the  extent  of 
the  twelfth  share  of  the  funds  so  transferred  to  us  ;  but 
it  appeared  to  them  and  myself  to  be  essential,  that 
previous  to  our  corresponding  on  the  subject  with 
them,  a  formai  deed  should  be  granted  by  you  autho- 
rizing  such  assignment;  and,  with  référence  to  the 
trust-deed  you  désire  to  be  executed,  we,  on  perusal  of 
your  letter  of  the  llth  instant,  had  inferred  that  such 
a  deed  of  trust  was  to  be  prepared  by  your  directions^ 
and  executed  by  you  at  Cheltenham. 

"  As  it  appears,  however,  from  your  subséquent  let- 
ter, that  you  wish  such  deed  of  trust  to  be  drawn  hère, 
and  as  it  falls  to  be  granted  by  you  and  us  jointly,  and 
will  apply  to  the  investment  of  the  five-twelfths  of  the 
iB  120,000  stock,  destined  by  you  for  the  érection  and 
endowment  of  the  Madras  Collège  to  be  founded  hère 
in  us  as  trustées,  we  hâve,  in  compliance  with  your 
wish,  given  directions  for  the  préparation  of  a  draft  of 
such  a  deed  of  trust  and  mortification,  embodying  in 
it  the  instructions  contained  in  your  deed  of  1818, 
since  cancelled  and  referred  to  by  you,  in  so  far  as 
the  same  apply  to  the  érection,  founding,  and  régula- 
tion of  said  collège,  and  appropriation  by  us  of  the 
funds  gifted  by  you  for  thèse  uses  and  purposes,  so  as 
your  object  and  expressed  intentions  may  be  fully  and 
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effectually  complied  with.  This  draft  we  are  unwîUing 
to  trouble  you  with  the  détails  of  at  présent;  but  so  soon 
as  they  are  matured^  which  we  hope  will  be  early  in 
the  ensuing  week,  ît  has  been  judged  by  the  trustées 
and  myself  as  proper,  with  the  view  of  saving  you 
trouble  in  corresponding  with  us,  and  as  better  calcu- 
lated  to  meet  your  wishes,  and  facilitate  the  progrès» 
of  the  institution,  that  Provost  Haig,  (if  he  can  get 
away,)  Mr  Grâce,  and  I,  shouldpay  our  respects  to  you 
at  Cheltenham,  and  submit  to  you  the  draft  of  sucU 
trust-deed  and  deed  of  authorîty,  as  applicable  to  the 
assignment  of  the  other  seven  shares  destined  by  you 
to  the  burghs  of  Edînburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeep,  In- 
verness,  and  St  Andrews,  and  to  the  societies  men- 
tioned  in  your  said  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  received 
by  me  yesterday  ;  that  after  being  read,  corrected,  and 
approved  of  by  you,  they  may  be  extended  on  the  pror- 
per  stamps,  and  executed  by  you  on  the  spot.  This 
proposai  I  hope  will  meet  withi  your  sanction  ;  and  we 
shall  endeavour  to  be  with  you  by  the  end  of  the  next 
or  beginning  of  the  foUowing  week.  As  by  your  let- 
ter, received  yesterday,  you  are  pleased  to  confide  to 
our  judgment  and  discrétion  the  érection  of  the  schools, 
we  shall  immediately  instruct  Mr  Bum  to  fumish  us 
with  suitable  plans  and  spécifications,  and  shall  fulfil 
the  purposes  of  our  trust  in  the  manner  which  shall 
appear  to  us  best  calculated  to  promote  the  object  of 
the  institution,  and  carry  your  System  and  directions 
înto  fuU  efFect.^ 

"  I  trust  that  your  valuable  life  will  long  be  spared, 
and  that  you  will  live  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  happy  effects  of  your  benevolence  to  this  your 
native  city,  which  may  justly  be  proud  of  having  given 
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birth  to  so  illustrious   a  beoefactor  of  th^  fattmam 
race. 

'*  I  am,  my  dear  sîr,  witli  erery  sentiment  of  respect 
and  gratitude^  your  most  faithful  servant^ 

"  Robert  Haldane.** 

On  the  following  day  Mr  Grâce  also  wrote  to  Dr 
Bell;  repeating  some  of  the  information  contained  in 
this  letter  ;  and  stating  that  the  trustées  would  probably 
not  be  able  to  leave  St  Andrews  before  Friday  in  the 
ensuing  week. 

In  respect  to  the  proposed  visit  of  the  trustées^  Dr 
Bell  readily  acquiesced  in  it^  considerîng  that  it  would 
afFord  the  best  means  of  coming  to  a  speedy  and  satis- 
factory  arrangement*  He  was^  however,  by  no  means 
satisfied;  that  they  had  not  îmmediately  written  to  the 
différent  towns,  to  inform  them  of  the  grant  he  pro- 
posed making,  and  wrote  strongly^  ^l'gi^g  them  to  do 
60.  Before,  however,  this  letter  reached  St  Andrews, 
Mr  Grâce  had  written  to  the  provosts  of  thèse  towns, 
and  to  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  which  had  been 
held  for  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  Naval  SchooL 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  quit  this  subject  for  the 
présent,  and  give  some  account  of  the  establishment  of 
a  lecture  on  éducation  at  Ëdinburgh,  where,  as  we  hâve 
seen,  Dr  Bell  had  long  been  désirons  of  effecting  some- 
thing  which  might  promote  the  extension  of  the  Madras 
System. 
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CHAPTER  LVL 

The  Bell  Lecture  at  Edinburgh  founded—The  Meeting  of  the  St  AndrewB 
Trustées  and  Dr  Russell  and  Captain  M'Konochie  at  Cheltenham — ^Notes  of 
the  Latter —  Execution  of  Deeds — Dr  Bell 's  Enquiries  about  Académies  in 
Fife-— Estâtes  made  over  to  Cnpar — Mr  Cook  of  Edinburgh,  and  some  of 
the  Cupar  authorities,  visit  Cheltenham. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  1829,  Dr  Bell  made 
some  efforts  to  establish  an  elementary  classical  school 
at  Edinburgh.  Among  other  suggestions  whicli  were 
then  made  to  him,  Dr  Russell  recomraended  the  in- 
stitution of  a  lectureshîp,  to  be  connected  with  the  The- 
ological  Institution  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  delivery  of 
annual  lectures  on  éducation,  and  especially  on  the  Ma- 
dras System  ;  but  no  fîirther  steps  were  then  taken  in 
the  matter.  Now,  however,  Dr  Bell,  in  writing  to  Dr 
Russell,  had  referred  again  to  this  subject,  and  received 
from  him  a  reply,  in  which  he  thus  observed  : — 

'«  Leitb,  April  13,  1831. 

'*  Révérend  and  dear  Sir, 

.  ,  .  .  You  made  enquby  in  your  former 
epistle  about  our  lectures^  and  what  I  meant  by  a  pro« 
posai  which  I  once  made  to  you,  to  found  in  Edinburgh 
the  '  Bell  lecture  on  Church  History.*  You  are  awaro 
that  Dr  Panton,  a  native  of  Scotland,  but  who  was  long 
a  clergyman  in  America,  left  about  f  12,000  or  £14,000, 
part  of  which  was  destined  by  his  widow  and  siister 
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(for  he  died  intestate)  to  found  a  divinîty  lecture  for 
the  Episcopal  church  in  Scotland  ;  and  part  to  ang- 
ment  the  incomes  of  the  poorerclergy  in  the  HigUands 
and  elsewhere. 

'^  Dr  Walker,  our  bishop,  was  appointed  professor  by 
the  will  of  Miss  Panton,  who  left,  I  believe,  about 
£7000  for  the  purpose  just  mentioned^  being  fully  the 
half  of  her  brother's  property.  Mrs  Panton,  the  wîdow, 
bequeathed  £4000  for  the  poor  clergy  ;  havîng  de»- 
tined  the  remainder  of  ber  share  to  personal  and  pri- 
vata  charities.  Of  the  intereat  of  the  £7000  oonveyed 
by  Miss  Panton,  the  professor  gets  £200  a-year  as 
salary  ;  and  the  rest  is  dirided  among  the  students  who 
corne  up  from  the  northern  and  western  counties  to 
attend  the  lectures,  in  sums  of  from  £5  to  £10  accord- 
ing  to  circumstances. 

*'  Now,  when  I  found  that  your  benevolent  intention 
of  devoting  £2000,  three  per  cents,  towards  the  foun- 
datiou  of  an  infant  classical  school  in  Edinburgh  was 
not  Kkely  to  be  realized,  owing  to  the  utter  impossi- 
bility  of  getting  public  men  to  act  together,  I  took  the 
liberty  to  suggest,  that  the  main  part  of  your  patriotic 
object  might  be  fuUy  accompliahed  by  devoting  a  por- 
tion of  the  above  sum  to  the  foundation  of  a  lecture  on 
ecclesiastical  history,  to  be  annually  read  in  our  Theo- 
logioal  seminary  in  Edinburgh.  The  fîrst  ten  lectures 
every  year  should  be  confined  to  the  principles  qf  édu- 
cation generally,  to  the  st/stem  qfmutunl  instruction 
whioh  hears  j/0ur  name,  and  to  the  history  of  its 
introduction  into  this  couniry,  and  of  the  benefits 
which  it  has  produced  to  the  great  community  of 
Europe.  Thèse  lectures  would,  in  ail  time  coming^ 
unfold  the  nature  and  objects  of  your  discovery,  and 
also  pcrpctuato  the  fruits  of  it  to  ail  classes  of  people 
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amongst  us.  The  rost  of  tlie  course  should  be  devoted 
to  the  history  of  the  Christian  church — a  useful  braneh 
of  study  for  our  young  men.  A  thousand  pounds  would 
be  enough  to  found  such  a  lectureship^  yielding  £^0 
or  £50  a*year  to  the  lecturer^  who  should  always  be 
distinct  from  the  divinity  lecturer^  lest  the  duty  should 
be  neglected.**     ...» 

This  letter  produced  an  immédiate  answet  from  the 
doctor^  requesting  a  précise  and  distinct  exposition  of 
what  Bishop  Walker's  proposai  was,  and  of  what  he 
wished  to  be  done.  In  the  mean  time  a  prospectus  of 
the  institution  had  been  sent  to  him,  on  the  receipt  of 
which  he  thus  wrote  to  Bishop  Walker  and  Dr  Russell. 

~CheltciilMuii,Aprilm 

"  I  deeply  lamcnt  that  your  estabhshment  of  a 
lectureship,  including  the  subject  of  éducation^  to  which 
I  hâve  been  so  long  devoted^  had  not  long  ago^  while 
there  was  time^  been  known  to  me  as  it  now  appears. 
In  my  critical  situation  I  hâve  spared  time  to  give  a 
second  perasal  to  you)*  prospectus,  which  is  entitled  to 
the  highest  praise  and  commendation.  But  confiïiing 
myself  to  the  ten  preliminary  lectures  on  the  subject  of 
éducation,  in  which  I  cannot  but  take  a  peculiar  inte- 
rest,  I  Write  again  to  wam  you  against  the  loss  of  a  day 
in  your  reply.  If  your  answer  to  my  letter  be  as  satis- 
factoty  as  I  expect^  Bishop  Walker  and  you  may 
expect  an  early  remittance  of  the  sum  you  mention^  a 
thousand  pounds,  in  trust  that  it  shall  be  applied  in  the 
manner  you  propose. 

*^  The  loss  of  a  single  day  may  be  fatal, 
"lam,  &c. 

"A.  Bbll/' 
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So  e'arnest  was  Dr  Bell  in  this  matter,  that^  witliont 
waiting  for  any  reply  to  thèse  letters,  he  wrote  to  hîs 
bankers  in  London^  desiring  them  ''  to  transmit  to  Sir 
WiUiam  Forbes  and  Co.^  Edinburgh^  the  sum  of  £1000» 
to  be  placed  to  the  crédit  of  the  Very  Rev.  Bishc^ 
Walker  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  Rev.  Dr  Russell,  min* 
ister  of  the  Episcopal  chapel  at  Leith." 

*'  This,"  says  he  in  writing  to  thèse  gentlemen  at  the 
time,  ^^  is  the  sum  you  mentioned  as  being  sufBcient  for 
your  purpose  of  ten  lectures  on  the  principles  of  éduca- 
tion^ and  on  the  discovery  made  for  the  multiplication 
of  power  and  division  of  labour  in  the  art  of  tuition  and 
science  of  éducation^  and  on  the  spread  and  effects  of 
the  System  of  instruction  founded  on  that  discovery. 

"  To  provide  agarnst  the  danger  of  delay  I  send  this 
prematurely^  that^  in  any  event,  you  may  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  raoney  which  you  may  require,  and  well 
knowing  that  thero  will  be  no  difficulty  in  regard  to 
particulars. 

"  Hâve  the  goodness  to  arrange  and  prépare  ail  that 
is  requisite^  leaving  nothing  for  me^  who  hâve  not  a 
minute  to  spare. 

"  It  will  be  enough  to  send  me  a  brief  summary. 

*'  Lose  not  a  day  in  writing  on  any  account,  and  let 
me  know  ail  that  is  going  forward. 

'^  Be  so  good  as  mention  the  bishop's  and  your 
désignations,  as  connected  with  the  Theological  Insti- 
tution  of  the  Episcopal  communion  of  Scbtland. 

^'  Get  for  your  library  ail  my  publications. 

''  Â  history  of  the  Madras  school  may  be  published 
in  London.  Did  you  intimate  an  intention  of  publish- 
îng  one  in  Edinburgh? 

^^I  reserve  the  virtual  privilège  of  reclaiming  the 
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whole^  or  any  part  of  the  above  8um,  if  there  be  any 
slackness  in  writing  or  in  acting^  to  which  northern 
agents  are  addi^ted," 

Before  the  letter  could  reach  Edinburgh  Dr  Riissell 
had  written  again  to  Dr  Bell^  proposing  that  a  lecture- 
shîp  should  be  founded,  to  be  called  ^-  The  Bell  Lec- 
ture on  Ecclesiastical  History.**  Ten  lectures  were  to 
be  given  every  year  on  the  principles  of  éducation, 
and  ou  the  rise^  progress^  and  objects  of  the  Madras 
System.  Thèse  lectures  were  to  be  gratis,  and  to  be 
open  to  every  one^  and  small  annual  prizes  were  to  be 
given  to  the  student  who  produced  the  best  essay  on 
the  System. 

He  also  proposed  that  the  remainder  of  the  session, 
which  was  not  to  be  less  than  four,  or  more  than  six 
months,  should  be  devoted  to  Ghurch  history:  that 
this  lectureship  (the  salary  for  which  was  to  be  the 
interest  of  £1000,  the  sum  given  by  Dr  Bell)  should 
not  be  held  by  the  Divinity  lecturer,  but  should  be  a 
distinct  office  ;  and  that  the  gênerai  superintendence  of 
it  should  be  committed  to  the  bishops  of  the  Scottîsh 
Ëpiscopal  church,  but  without  giving  to  them  the  powcr 
of  altering  any  of  the  foregoing  régulations. 

In  his  reply  to  this,  the  doctor  wrote  as  foUows  : — 

^  ChelteDham,  April  25,  1831. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

.  .  .  .  "  I  am  delîghted  with  your  prospectus. 
I  observe  only  on  a  single  expression,  which  I  suppose 
is  an  error  in  copying.  You  write  '  Bell  Lecture  on 
Ecclesiastical  History. ^  This  must  not  be.  It  must 
be,  as  I  suppose  you  intended,  Scholastic  History,  or 
on  the  Principles  of  Education — the  Discovery,  &c.  . . , 
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^^  I  rejoice  exceedingly  in  your  libéral  and  open  lec- 
tures. Let  me  hear  from  you  every  day  in  the  bishop's 
name  and  your  own.  Do  not  fall  asleep  before  I 
do/* 

in  explanation  of  what  the  doctor  conceived  to  be  a 
mistake  in  the  title  of  the  lecture^  Dr  Russell  stated 
that  they  intended  to  denominate  it  the  "  Bell  Lecture 
on  the  Principles  of  Education  and  Ëcclesiastical  His- 
tory;''  and  he  assured  him  that  the  latter  branch 
would  not,  in  the  slîghtest  degree,  interfère  with  the 
formet. 

The  doctoif  was,  however,  immovable  on  this  point. 
*'  I  must  not,"  he  writes,  "  go  beyond  my  vocation. 
I  must  not  in  the  end  transgress  the  rule  which  I  pre- 
scribed  to  myself  in  the  beginning,  to  keep  wîthin  my 
own  sphère,  and  from  which  I  haye  not  hitherto 
deviated."  The  resuit  was,  that  the  title  was  altered 
àccording  to  Dr  Belles  wishes. 

Some  difficulty  also  arose  respecting  the  endow- 
ment  of  this  lecture — a  bequest  to  Bishop  Walker  and 
his  successors  in  office  not  being  valid  in  law,  as  there 
is  not  by  law  any  bishop  in  Scotland*  This,  however, 
was  obviated  by  making  a  grant  of  the  money  to  the 
six  clergymen  of  the  highest  order,  commonly  called 
bishops,  who  were  trustées  of  the  Episcopal  Theolo- 
gical  Institution  at  Edinburgh. 

Meantime,  Dr  Russell  had  ofFered  his  services  to 
Dr  Bell  as  lecturer,  and  he  was  soon  afterwards  regu- 
larly  appointed  to  that  office  ;  the  nomination  to  the 
lectureship,  after  Dr  Bell's  death,  was  vested  in  the 
six  trustées  named  above. 

We  hâve  seen  that,   up  to  this   time,   there  stitl 
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remalned  one  of  the  shares  of  £10,000  unappropri- 
ated.  This  sum  the  doctor  waa  now  disposed  to 
bestow  on  tho  town  of  Leith  ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  June, 
he  wrote  to  Dr  Russell,  sayîng  that  he  expected  Prin- 
cipal Haldane,  Provost  Haig,  and  Mr  Grâce  to  arrive 
at  Cheltenham,  at  the  end  of  the  présent^  or  beginning 
of  the  following  week  ;  and  he  added  : — '*  It  may  be 
of  great  advantage  to  you,  if  you  can  be  hère  then. 
Of  course,  your  expenses  will  be  paid.  Write  on 
receipt  of  this,  and  let  me  know.  It  much  concerna 
you  to  corne  ;  so  take  my  advice^  and  set  out  imme- 
diately.  You  will  be  too  late  when  they  are  gone. 
If  you  come  by  Lirerpool,  a  coach  from  thence  will 
bring  you  hither  in  fourteen  hours." 

This  letter  Dr  Russell  replied  to  by  retum  of  post^ 
saying  he  should  set  out  on  the  following  Monday,  and 
hoped  to  be  with  him  by  Wednesday. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  H.  Blackwood  had  written  to 
Dr  Bell,  informing  him  that,  at  a  meeting  of  the  gên- 
erai committee  of  the  proposed  Naval  school,  it  was 
resolved  that  Commander  M^Konochie  should  forth- 
with  proceed  to  visit  Dr  Bell  at  Cheltenham,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  their  high  sensé  of  bis  magnî- 
ficent  offer,  and  that  he  might  also  bave  some  conver- 
sation with  him  on  particular  points. 

Accordingly,  Gaptain  M^Konochie  immediately  went 
to  Cheltenham  ;  and,  on  bis  arrivai^  sent  a  note  to  Dr 
Bell,  saying  he  should  be  happy  to  wait  on  him  at  any 
time  he  might  appoint. 

To  this  the  doctor  replied,  that  he  should  be  happy 
to  see  him  at  four  the  same  afternoon  ;  and,  préviens 
to  bis  arrivai,  drew  up  a  paper  of  questions  as  to  the 
proposed  régulations  of  the  Naval  schooL 
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What  occurred  on  the  occasion  of  thîs  visît,  will  be 
best  described  in  the  captain's  own  words,  who,  at  my 
father's  request^  afterwards  kîndlj  drew  up  some  notes 
of  his  interviews  wîth  Dr  Bell. 

''  I  punctually  attended  to  thîs  appointment^  (at 
Lindsay  cottage,)  and  at  first  thought  Dr  Bell  worse 
in  point  of  health  than  I  had  been  led  to  expect.  He 
had  totally  lost  the  power  of  articulation^  and  could 
only  communicate  with  others  by  writing  on  a  slate. 
His  head  was  usually  sunk  on  bis  breast^  though  he 
was  able  to  raise  it  with  considérable  vivacity  when 
excited  ;  but  his  look  altogether  indicated  great  debi- 
lity.  After  a  little  time,  however,  when  we  both 
warmed  on  the  occasion  of  our  meeting,  a  great  deal 
of  this  passed  away.  I  found  him  yery  quick  and 
ready  in  comprehending  what  was  said  to  him.  His 
gesture  of  assent  was  pointing  to  his  eye.  Doubt  was 
indicated  by  holding  the  speaker's  arm,  as  if  to  stop 
him,  while  he  himself  seemed  to  meditate  ;  and  dissent 
was  expressed  by  a  strong,  and  even  loud,  noise  in  his 
throat,  as  though  he  was  making  an  effort  to  speak, 
with  a  véhément  and  almost  violent  grasping  at  his 
slate,  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  mistake  the  import. 
He  wrote  quick,  and,  when  eager,  with  a  somewhat 
trying  brevity  and  distinctness  ;  but  as  I  myself  write 
a  very  illegible  hand,  the  decîphering  of  hieroglyphics 
is  in  my  way  ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  in  ail  sincerity, 
that  much  of  the  faveur  with  which  Dr  Bell  was  after- 
wards pleased  to  regard  me,  was  from  the  readiness 
with  which  I  partly  read,  partly  often  merely  guessed, 
at  his  meaning. 

'^  His  first  question  to  me  was—*  What  did  we 
think  of  his  offer?'     To  which,  of  course,  I  made 
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a  suitable  reply.    But  did  we  know  his  System  ?  Indi- 
vidually,  I  replîed,  I  knew  it  well,  having  established  a 
Bchool  on  it  some  years  prcviously  in  a  village  close  to 
my  own  résidence  in  Scotland.  But  where  had  I  learned 
k^  had  I  read  his  books  ?    Some  I  had^  not  ail.     (He 
then  sent  Davies  for  some  copies  of  one  of  his  little 
books  which  he  was  at  the  moment  reprinting  :)  Had  I 
seen  that  ?   I  had  not,  (on  which  he  gave  me  some.) 
But  where  hâve  you  seen  my  System  exemplified  ?    In 
Scotland — at  the  Sessional  school  in  Edinburgh  ;  in 
England — at  the  Military  school  at  Ohelsea.     Good  ! 
But  where  is  the  plan  of  your  Naval  school?     Hâve 
you  got  a  plan  drawn  up  ?     No,  we  hâve  scarcely  got 
that  length  yet  ;  we  are  trying  to  raise  funds  fîrst,  and 
when  we  hâve  succeeded  in  that,  it  wilf  be  tîrae  enough 
to  matiure  a  plan.     But  my  £10,000 — they  will  give 
you  funds  at  once.     True,  sir,  but  we  hâve  only  jnst 
learned  your  kind  intention,  and  bave  not  had  time  to 
do  any  thing  sinee.    Well,  but  you  hâve  time  now.     I 
must  bave  a  plan,  and  we  can  go  over  it  together. 
When  will  you  hâve  it  ?     Can  you  bring  it  me  to-night 
at  eight  o'clock,  or  to-nuMTow  morning  ?     A  plan  we 
must  bave,  &c. 

'^  I  was  at  first  taken  a  little  aback  at  this;  but  I  soon 
saw  what  it  was  necessary  to  do,  and  luckily  a  little  ex- 
périence, and  long  prédilection  for  schools  and  school- 
îng,  somewhat  qualified  me  for  the  task.  Accordingly, 
I  undertook  to  bring  him  a  plan  in  the  morning  ;  and 
meanwhile  we  got  into  other  conversation.  At  first 
Davies  remained  with  us  ;  but  I  was  soon  found  so 
ready  at  understanding  his  writing  on  the  slate  that 
we  were  lefb  alone.  He  explained  to  me  that  he  could 
do  nothing  in  the  way  of  business  this  time,  as  his  trus- 
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tees  had  not  jet  arrived  from  Scotland^  but  that  tbe 
instant  they  came  he  would  summon  me  again.  In  the 
mean  time  he  would  show  me  a  sketch  of  the  disposi- 
tion he  meant  to  make  of  his  propertj,  and  wonld  be 
glad  to  hear  any  suggestions  that  I  could  offer  regard- 
ing  it.  I  did  not,  however,  yenture  to  attempt  thia 
quite  so  soon — ^indeed,  during  the  whole  of  this  visit,  I 
was  much  less  at  my  ease  with  hiin  than  I  afterwards 
became.  It  was  new  to  me  to  see  a  man  gÎTÎng  away 
£120^000  in  charitj  in  his  own  lifetime^  and  asking 
the  advice  of  an  entire  stranger  as  to  the  direction  he 
should  give  to  a  straj  £10,000  ot  £20,000  of  the 
entire  amount.  I  rather  tried  to  read  and  studj  him, 
than  immediately  to  act  on  the  authority  he  gave  me 
to  advise  him  ;  und,  to  say  the  truth,  the  more  I  did 
read  and  study  him,  the  less  real  power  did  I  find  to 
be  conferred  by  that  authority. 

^^Dr  Bell's  mind  had  always  been  attached  to  détails. 
This  appears,  I  think,  in  ail  his  works  ;  in  which,  al-* 
though  the  principles  of  his  System  are  ncyer  lost  sight 
of,  they  are  yet  by  no  means  always  distinctly  separated 
from  the  methods  with  which,  in  his  practice,  they  had 
been  associated.  In  this  way  he  was  tenacioua  of  his 
own  views,  both  on  a  great  and  small  scale;  and 
although  he  asked  adrice  freely,  he  was  not  much 
moved  by  it.  In  making  his  last  dispositions,  accord- 
ingly,  there  was  great  apparent  hésitation.  I  beliere 
there  was  even  specifically  some  reluctance  finally  to 
conclude,  because  then  the  business  which  was  by  this 
time  almost  necessary  to  him  (the  activity  of  his  mind 
having  become  morbid)  would  be  over.  But  he  end- 
ed  nearly  as  he  had  begun  ;  and  I  think  followed  no 
advice  that  was  given  him.     From  the  first^  at  least. 
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that  I  saw  of  him,  he  destined  six  £10^000  shares 
of  the  £120^000  he  was  now  dividing  to  his  collège  at 
St  Andrews  :  the  remaining  six  were  apparently  in  the 
market  ;  and  we  ail,  who  were  ahout  him,  gave  him 
différent  oounsel  regarding  them,  as  our  respective 
views  or  judgments  led  us.  But  from  the  first  he  was 
determined  to  apply  them  to  the  foundation  of  more 
schools;  and  more  schools  they  eventually  went  to 
found.  The  foundin]^  of  schools  had  been  his  hobby 
for  about  half  a  century;  and  their  multiplication, 
which  was  originally  but  a  choice,  among  other  means, 
of  extending  and  consolidating  his  System,  had,  long 
before  I  saw  him,  become  an  end  in  his  estimation. 

^'  I  cannot  say,  however,  that  I  saw  ail  this  at  any 
time  during  his  life  so  distinctly  as  I  do  now.  If  I  had, 
I  should  not  bave  taken  the  trouble  which  I  afterwards 
did  take,  to  tum  his  benevolent  and  enthusiastic  feel- 
ings  into  other  channels.  Yet  I  think,  on  looking  back, 
that  I  onght  to  bave  seen  it;  for  I  certainly  early 
appreciated,  and  nearly  au  juste,  both  the  remaining 
strength  and  rapidly  supervening  weakness  of  his  cha- 
racter  at  this  time.  He  constituted  a  study,  to  which 
I  look  with  the  more  interest  because  I  was  flattered 
by  the  faveur  he  showed  me,  and  at  first,  perhaps, 
overrated  its  amount. 

^*  I  shall  not  now  attempt  to  repeat  more  of  our  first 
evening's  conversation.  It  was  interrupted,  at  least  in 
its  confidential  turn,  by  a  visit  from  his  kind  friend  and 
neighbour,  Mr  Allen,  who  stayed  supper  with  him.  On 
the  following  morning  I  brought  him  my  plan,  which  was 
not  meant  on  my  part  as  more  than  a  sort  of  stopgap, 
or  peg,  on  which  to  hang  observations,  but  which  in 
his  hands  acquired  more  consistence.     To  the  last  ho 
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clung   wîth    considérable    tenacity  to    the  object  of 
organizing  as  well  as  endowing  our  schooK 

'^  I  only  recoUect  two  particulars  in  it  at  présent^  on 
which  he  argued  at  length.  One  wa3  the  inexpediency,  as 
he  considered  it,  of  our  giving  any  instruction  quite  gra- 
tuitously  ;  however  little^  something^  he  said,  should  al- 
ways  be  paid,  to  make  the  instruction  given  valued:  The 
other  waa  a  very  strong  désire  which  he  expressed^  that 
an  infant  scbool  should  constitute  one  feature  of  our 
establishment.  I  look  back  now  on  his  earnestness  on 
this  point  at  that  time,  with  the  more  surprise,  because 
I  cannot  recoUect  that  he  ever  afterwards  recurred  to 
it  ;  nor  do  I  think  he  bas  directed  any  such  establish- 
ment in  his  other  foundations I  left  him  in 

the  middle  of  the  day,  that  he  might  dine  and  take  a 
short  nap  afterwards.  I  again  went  to  him  at  four. 
I  bave  no  particular  recollection  of  our  conversation. 
I  left  him  at  seven  to  return  to  town." 

Captain  M^Konochie  having  retumed  to  London^  a 
meeting  was  soon  afterwads  held,  at  which  he  reportcd 
the  resuit  of  his  conrersations  with  Dr  Bell.  A  report 
of  this  meeting  was  drawn  up,  a  copy  of  which  the 
captain  inclosed  to  Dr  Bell,  who  was  highly  delighted 
with  his  promptness.  *^  I  cannot  tell  you,"  he  writes 
in  reply,  ^*  how  much  I  am  pleased  with  your  zeal  and 
earnestness  and  dispatch.  Naval  and  military  men  are 
eminently  fitted  for  Madras  administration.  The 
constitution  of  the  Society  is  admirable.'' 

In  the  mean  time  Dr  Bell  had  written,  requesting 
Captain  M^Konochie  to  corne  down  again  to  Chelten*- 
ham,  to  meet  the  trustées  from  St  Andi-ews,  whom  he 
expected  on  the  folio wing  Monday,  (4th  of  July.)  This 
invitation  ho  complied  with  ;  and  on  the  Wednesday 
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X)r  Russell  also  arrived;  and  the  whole  partj  afterwards 
met  daily  at  Lindsay  cottage.  Mr  Allen  also  very  fre- 
quently  attended  there^  and  Messrs  Strafford  and  Coz; 
as  also^  occasionally^  Mr  Pruen^  soliciter. 

The  drawing-room  was  mostly  assigned  for  thèse 
meetings  ;  and  hère  they  ail  used  to  assemble  round  a 
circular  table^  Mr  Davies  being  constantly  at  the  doc- 
tor's  elbow^  to  decipher  his  writing  and  interpret  his 
observations  to  the  others.  This  was  no  easy  task^  for 
his  handwriting,  never  a  very  legible  one,  was  now 
hardly  to  be  read.  It  was  indeed  extraordinary  how  he 
was  able  to  transact  business  at  aU>  in  his  state  of 
health.  I  shall  hère  again  take  advantage  of  Captain 
M'Konochie*8  graphie  notes. 

'^  It  was  absolutely  astonishing  to  me/'  he  writes^ 
'^how^  wîth  his  obviously  increasing  infirmities^  he 
could  muster  physical  and  moral  energy  sufficient  for 
ail  he  did  at  this  time.  It  is  true,  that  with  our  im- 
perfect  means  of  communication^  we  advanced  slowly 
enough  in  ail  discussions  in  which  he  took  an  active 
direct  share  ;  but  this  he  did  not  always  insist  on.  On 
the  contrary^  he  liked  to  be  talked  to  ;  and  his  coun- 
tenance  never  looked  so  vénérable^  so  almost  handsome^ 
(for  he  was  at  this  time  in  better  looks,  I  was  assured, 
than  when  more  vigorous,)  as  when  listening  to  a  con- 
tinued  flow  of  observations,  with  which  he  in  the  main 
concurred — touching  his  eye  from  time  to  time  to  ex- 
press assent,  or  writing  occasionally  a  word,  or  short 
phrase,  making  a  slight  modification. 

''  His  mind  was  so  active,  that  this  might  be  called 
his  rest,  while  more  earncst  discussions  constituted  his 
pleasure  and  refreshment.     Indeed,  the  matters  now 
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to  be  transacted  were  of  such  a  nature,  that  they 
required  ail  this  activity  and  vîgour  at  hîs  hands.  Ha- 
ving  transferred  L.l  20,000  for  the  benefit,  as  it  had 
been  at  first  supposed,  of  St  Andrews,  into  the  hands 
of  the  trustées;  and  having  now  determined  to  transfer 
one  half  of  it  to  other  places  ;  he  was  not  without  hîs 
fears  that  some  résistance  might  be  oflTered  by  them  to 
the  exécution  of  his  purposes;  and  especially,  as  he 
contemplated  restricting  their  power  over  that  part  of 
the  property  which  was  to  remain  in  their  hands  for 
the  use  of  St  Andrews. 

"It  is  due  to  thèse  highly  respectable  gentlemen, 
(the  St  Andrews  trustées,)  to  premise  that  Dr  Bell 
had  already,  during  a  récent  severe  illness,  actually 
transferred  into  their  names  the  whole  L.120,000 
stock  now  to  be  divided,  as  they  thought,  and  as  I  be- 
lieve  they  could  in  law  hâve  maintained,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  the  St  Andrews 
collège.  The  whole  business,  therefore,  on  which  they 
had  now  come,  must  hâve  been  in  so  far  distasteful  to 
them,  that  their  native  town  was  to  be  despoiled  of  one 
half  of  this  munificent  donation,  and  their  own  powers 
by  so  much  and  more  curtailed  ;  for  Dr  Bell  was  now 
half  afraid  of  some  résistance  on  their  part  to  his  will  ; 
and  at  ail  events  was  fuU  of  plans  for  restricting  their 
administration  over  what  he  left  with  them.  But  be- 
sides  this,  he  also  wanted  from  them  a  plan  of  school 
organization,  such  as  he  had  required  of  me  on  my  first 
visit  ;  and  not  only  were  they  quite  unprepared  with  this, 
but  they  were  even  unwilling  to  try  to  get  such  a  thing 
up,  lest  he  should  disapprove  of  it.  They  desired,  they 
said,  to  place  themselves  in  his  hands  ;  which  was,  in 
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truth,  a  want  of  tact  ;  for  Dr  Bell  could  by  thîs  tîme 
modîfy,  but  not  create.  Whatever  they  had  presented, 
he  would  very  likely  hâve  much  altered,  if  he  did  not  tear 
it  even  quite  to  pièces.  But  he  wanted  the  something 
thus  to  deal  with  at  his  pleasure^  and  not  getting  it^  he 
felt  defrauded. 

''  Another  mis&rtune  under  which  they  laboured 
was,  that  they  really  knew  nothing  previously  of  hîs 

System They  were   methodical   also 

in  their  way  of  doing  business  ;  he  was  capricious 
and  véhément.  They  were  slow  ;  he  was  quick.  They 
were  very  patient  ;  but  he  was,  at  tintes,  very  violent. 
Fire  and  water  would  hâve  combined  more  easily  ;  yet 
both  parties  had  great  merit,  when  they  respectively 
cooled,  in  always  meeting  as  though  nothing  unpleasant 
had  happened.  Looking  on,  I  often  wondered  at 
them. 

^'  My  own  vocation,  meanwhile,  was  interpréter, 
modiator,  wool-pack — whatever  was  wanted  that  I 
sought  to  be  ;  and  I  believe,  on  the  whole,  I  was  very 
useful.  I  was  told  so  at  least,  both  at  the  time  and 
since  ;  and  one  readily  believes  such  an  imputation* 

"  The  difficulties  in  our  way  were  manifold.  Ist, 
The  activity  of  Dr  Bell's  mind,  at  this  time,  was  pro- 
digious.  Its  approaching  extinction  was  marked,  not 
as  usual  by  decays,  but  by  an  intensity  of  action  which 
resembled  nothing  so  much  as  the  last  stage  of  au 
expiring  taper.  He  forgot  nothing,  and  wished  to 
hâve  every  thing  ordered  and  recorded.  2d,  Not- 
withstanding,  he  wanted  his  deed  short  and  secure, 
but  without  lawyers*  phrases  or  tautology.  And, 
3d,  There  was  yet  a  £10,000  share,  the  fate  of 
^hich  was   undetermined.     We  were   ail   consulted 
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about  ît,  and  ail  requîred  to  argue  our  respective  vîews, 
our  limits  being  merely  tbat  it  should  be  made  to  con- 
duce  to  the  advantage  of  tbe  Madras  System.  We  did 
not  agrée,  of  course  ;  yet  I  am  sure  we  did  not  quarrel. 
Among  us  there  was  a  remarkable  union  of  feeling,  if 
not  of  sentiment.  We  had  but  tbe  one  object  ;  viz.  to 
conclude  the  business  in  which  we  wero  engaged.  As 
regarded  our  différences  of  opinion,  Dr  Bell  liked  to 
hear  us  argue  on  them  ;  and,  joining  in  tbe  discussion, 
appeared  now  moved  one  way,  now  anotlier.  This 
part  of  the  affaîr  was,  however,  comparatively  unim- 
portant.  The  great  difficulty  was  how  to  word  the 
deed  generally,  so  as  to  give  him  satisfaction  ;  and  on 
this  head  I  was  more  than  once  absolutely  in  despair. 
.... 

"  With  regard  to  our  conversations,  I  can  rather 
îndicate  their  subjects  than  quote  any  remarks  made 
by  him  on  them.  His  share  in  them  was  indeed  ne- 
cessarily  small,  but  lie  was  not  the  less  a  principal  in 
them,  for  he  guided  their  tone;  andbothhis  assent  and 
dissent  were  spécifie,  sometimes  even  véhément,  never 
languid  or  of  course.  The  Madras  System,  directly 
or  indirectly,  was  tho  constant  thème;  but,  like  ail 
other  thèmes,  it  had  many  phases — many  points  of 
viow  in  which  it  could  be  regarded.  There  were  two 
which  especially  fixed  my  attention,  and  consequently 
his,  in  our  more  private  conversation  :  the  one  was  its 
perpetuity,  the  other  its  applicability,  to  the  higher  as 
well  as  the  lower  branches  of  instruction,  and  to  other 
things  besides  literary  instruction  altogether.  To  pro- 
vide for  the  first,  I  brought  two  plans  under  his  con- 
sidération :  the  one  was  the  organization  of  a  species 
of  visitorship  over  ail  his  schools,  with  perpétuai  power 
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to  enforce  hls  System  in  them  ;  the  other,  better  con- 
sidered^  and  which,  if  the  compulsory  perpétuation  of 
any  System  can  be  désirable,  and  not  rather  its  capacity 
of  indefinite  improvement,  seems  well  calculated  to  at- 
tain  this  object — viz.  the  foundation  of  a  certain  mim- 
ber   of    university   exhibitions,    to   which   only   boys 
brought  up  to  the  latest  moment  on  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem should  be  oUgible  :  and  this  idea  seemed,  at  one 
time,  to  please  liim  well,  and  I  thought  it  likely  to  be 
acted  on;  but,  eventually,  it  fell  aside,  with  others. 
My  next  proposai  to  him  related  to  the  last  of  the  above 
objects,  viz.  the  application  of  the  System  to  other  than 
mère  literary  instruction  ;  and  it  was  that  ho  should 
endow  the  London  Juvénile  Vagrant  Society,  (then 
just  formed  for  the  assistance  and  instruction  of  dos- 
titute  children,  with  the  view  of  placing  them  out  in 
life,)  with  the  still  disposable  £10,000,  on  condition 
that  it  should  cause  handicrafts  to  be  taught  the  chil- 
dren on  the  Madras  System.     But  this  idea  was  not 
much  in  Dr  Bell's  way  ;  and,  though  long  and  often 
considered,  it  did  not  make  a  deep  impression  ou  him. 
He  belonged  essentially  to  the  last  génération,  wheu 
one  good  trade  served  a  boy's  purpose,  and  the  know- 
ledge  of  it  was  formally  imparted  tlurough  the  médium 
of  an  apprenticeship,  after  what  was  exclusively  con- 
sidered schooling  was  given.     He   could   not   enter, 
therefore,  into  what  still  appears  to  me  the  real  wants 
of  a  plethoric  state  of  society,  in  which  there  is  a  ten- 
dency  to  overvalue  merc  literary  instruction  as  re- 
gards the  lower  classes,  and  to  overlook  their  more 

gênerai  and  practical  éducation At  no 

period  of  his  life,  I  imagine,  was  he  a  striking  or  epi- 
grammatic  speaker  ;  and  speaking  was,  by  this  time^  out 
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of  tlie  question  with  hîm.  His  cbaracta*  was  a  study, 
but  chîefly  from  îts  mass  and  volume,  hk  etrength  of 
will,  and  great  sucœss  in  his  peculiar  vocation  : — ^not, 
I  think,  (judging  of  what  he  had  been  from  what  I 
saw,)  from  any  brilliant  points  about  him  which  admit 
of  beîng  set  down  in  a  description." 

After  several  discussions  had  taken  place,  a  draft 
deed  was  drawn  up  by  Dr  Belles  solicitor,  which  he 
required  the  two  trustées  who  were  at  Cheltenham  to 
bindthemselves  to  exécute,  and  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  responsibility  for  the  two  absent  trustées  ;  and  he 
furtber  insisted  upon  a  clause  being  introduced  into 
the  draft,  by  which  they  were  pledged  to  obtain  the 
subscription  to  and  ratification  of  it,  by  the  two  trus- 
tées at  St  Andrews,  under  the  penalty  of  ^1000,  to 
be  forfeited  and  paid  by  them  ;  in  which  case  he  ob- 
liged  them  to  throw  the  whole  amount  of  the  fiinds  he 
had  made  over  to  them  into  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

AU  this  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was  thought  the  affaîr 
was  finally  arranged,  and  that  the  deed  would  be  exe- 
cuted  at  once  ;  but  Dr  fiell  was  not  yet  satisfied,  and 
determined  on  submitting  it  to  the  considération  of 
Mr  Bellenden  Ker  of  London  before  he  signed  it.  He 
also  required  the  trustées  to  grant  him  an  obligation, 
for  themselves  and  the  other  two  trustées,  immediately 
to  transfer  the  several  twelfth  shares  before  mentioned, 
to  the  Naval  school  and  the  towns  n^med  in  the  deed. 
This  they  exprcssed  their  willingness  to  do,  upon  Dr 
Bell's  authorizing  them  to  do  so  by  a  letter^ 

The  necessary  papers  were,  accordingly,  prepared  j 
but  by  the  time  this  was  done,  the  doctor  had  again 
changed  his  mind,  and  expressed  his  détermination 
not  to  sign  any  thing  until  the  draft  of  the  trust-deed 
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had  been  submitted  ta  Mr  Bellenden  Ker;  and  he 
requested  the  two  trustées  and  Captain  M'Konocbie 
to  proceed  to  London  at  once,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
an  interview  with  that  gentleman.  This  the  trustées 
were  unwilling  to  do,  their  présence  being  much  re- 
quired  at  St  Andrews  ;  but  the  doctor  was  immovable, 
and  at  last  thej  consetited  to  go  immediately  to  Lon- 
don, Dr  Russell  remaining  at  Cheltenham  until  their 
return. 

On  their  arrivai  in  town,  they  bad  an  interview  with 
Mr  Ker,  wbo  said  he  had  no  doubt  they  shonld  be 
able,  by  a  short  instrument,  to  carry  Dr  Bell's  inten- 
tions into  effeet.  There  was,  however,  some  difficulty 
with  regard  to  the  grant  to  the  Royal  Naval  schools, 
as  it  was  by  no  means  clear  whether  Dr  Bell  intended 
to  make  anr  absolnte  donation  of  the  whole  sum  to  the 
trustées  and  govemors  of  this  school,  or  whether  he 
intended  the  interest  only  to  be  applicable  to  the  main*- 
tenance  of  the  school,  as  long  as  the  Madras  System 
was  adoptedv 

Captain  M'Konoclrie  accordïngly  wrote  to  Dr  Bell 
requesting  a  particular  account  of  bis  intention  on  this 
point,  to  which  the  doctor  replied,  that  he  wished  the 
capital  to  be  preserved,  and  the  interest  applied  for  the 
purposes  of  mutual  instruction  ;  and  that,  if  tins  condi- 
tion should  be  broken,  the  whole  was  to  pass  to  the 
clergy  orphan  school,  St  John's  Wood. 

The  requisite  papers  having  been  prepared,  the  party 
returned  to  Cheltenham,  where  the  deed  having  been 
carefully  read  over  and  considered  by  Dr  Bell,  and 
some  few  altérations  inserted,  it  was  executed  in  proper 
form  by  the  doctor  and  the  two  trustées. 

In  the  mean  time,  Dr  Bell  had  begun  to  consider 
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how  lie  should  dispose  of  Iiis  estâtes  in  Scotland^  and 
had  for  some  time  past  been  in  correspondence  with 
several  individuals  with  the  view  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion for  his  guidance  on  this  point.  So  early  as  March 
in  the  présent  year,  he  had  suggested  to  Dr  Gillespie, 
through  Miss  Bell^  that  he  should  ^^  address  him  on  the 
présent  state  of  académies  in  Fife."  In  conséquence  of 
this  Dr  Gillespie  wrote  informing  him^  that  if  he  meant 
by  académies  those  estabUshraents  which,  under  one 
head,  conducted  various  branches  of  éducation^  he  knew 
of  but  one  in  Fife — namely^  that  at  Cupar — which  he 
had  been  somewhat  instrumental  in  establishing^  and 
of  which  he  accordingly  gave  him  some  account^  and 
to  which  the  doctor  in  his  reply  requested  to  be  con- 
sidered  as  an  annuai  subscriber  of  £10. 

After  some  other  letters  had  passed  on  this  subject^ 
Dr  Bell  wrote,  requesting  Dr  Gillespie  to  inform  him 
of  the  légal  désignation  of  the  Cupar  academy — Whe- 
ther  the  conductors  were  styled  trustées,  directors,  or 
managers?  Whether  the  grammar  school  was  united 
under  ministers,  magistrates,  or  how?  What  was  its 
character,  object,  and  circumstances — ^whether  Dr  Gil- 
lespie was  attached  to  it  otherwise  than  a  friend,  and 
what  was  its  establishment  ? 

To  thèse  queries  Dr  Gillespie  very  fuUy  and  ex- 
plicitly  replied — ^giving  Dr  Bell  ail  the  required  infor- 
mation. 

Dr  Bell  also  received  several  other  communications 
from  Cupar  at  this  time.  One  of  them  was  from  Mr 
Taylor,  the  treasurer  to  the  infant  school,  soliciting  his 
assistance  in  behalf  of  that  institution.  Another  was 
from  the  "  clergy,  magistrales,  and  inhabitants  of  Cu- 
par, rcgardîng  the  academy,  with  the  hope  that  he  might 
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be  induced  to  consider  how  far  it  miglit  be  deservîng 
of  that  support  he  was  so  munificently  extending  to 
the  schools  of  Scotland." 

This  was  immediately  foUowed  by  a  Ictter  from  Mr 
Adamson,  (son  of  Dr  Bell's  old  friond  and  former 
almoner^  Dr  Adamson,)  requesting  bis  attention  to  tbe 
foregoing  application,  and  pointing  ont  the  grcat  noees- 
sity  of  some  step  being  taken  for  the  éducation  of  the 
lower  classes  in  that  neighbourhood. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  doctor  sent  any  immé- 
diate answer  to  thèse  communications  ;  indeed,  he  wâs 
at  this  time  fully  engaged  with  the  affairs  of  the  St 
Andrews  trust.  On  the  departure  of  the  trustées, 
however,  he  at  once  MTote  to  the  provost  and  ministers 
of  Cupar,  saying,  that  "  measures  of  great  conséquence 
to  their  town  and  county  were  in  contemplation,'*  and 
that  "  it  was  of  great  importance  that  the  chief  magis- 
trate,  and  one  of  the  ministers,  and  the  town-clerk, 
should  come  to  Cheltenham  with  ail  dispatch." 

He  also  wrote  on  the  same  day  to  Walter  Cook, 
Esq.  W.S.,  of  Edinburgh,  requesting  bis  immédiate 
présence  at  Lindsay  cottage,  and  informing  him  that 
the  chief  magistrate  and  one  of  the  ministers  of  Cupar 
were  also  cxpected.  Mr  Cook  was  at  the  time  in 
London,  whither  Dr  Bell's  letter  foUowed  him  ;  and  on 
receiving  it  he  wrote,  saying,  that  having  gone  up  to 
London  to  carry  through  an  act  of  Parliament,  relative 
to  the  fiind  for  the  widows  of  writers  to  the  signet,  he 
had  to  undergo  an  examination  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  tbat  he  would  come  down  to  Cheltenham  ^is  soon 
as  that  was  over. 

Accordingly,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  Provost 
Bayno,  the  Rev,  J.  Birroll,  the  Town-Clcrk  of  Cupar, 
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and  Mr  Cook,  ail  met  at  Cheltenham,  and  after  some 
communication  and  consultation  with  them,  Dr  Bell 
mado  over,  in  trust,  his  estate  of  Egmore  in  Galloway, 
containing  about  416  Scotch  acres,  and  producîng  a 
yearly  rental  of  abotit  £400,  to  and  in  favonr  of  tlie 
Rîght  Hon.  David  Boyle,  lord  justice-clerk  df  Seot- 
land  ;  the  Right  Hon.  James  St  Clare  Erskine,  Eari 
of  Rosslyn,  lord-lteùtetiânt  of  the  county  of  Fife  ;  An- 
drew Clephane,  Esq.,  advocate,  ^heriff-depute  of  the 
saîd   county;   William    Bayne,   Esq.,    provost;    An- 
drew Hayne,  Esq.,  dean  of  guild  of  the  burgh  of  Cu- 
par  ;  the  Rev.  Dr  Lawrence  Adamson,  and  the  Rev. 
John  Birrell,  ministers  of  the  said  burgh  and  parish  of 
Cupar,  for  the  time  being,  while  in  their  respective 
situations  and  offices  aforesaid,  and  to  the  successors 
of  each  of  them  in  said  offices,  heritably  and  îrredeem- 
ably — for  the  ptirpose  of  ^'  promoting  and  encouragîng 
the  éducation  of  youth  in  Cupar,  the  metropolis  of  his 
native  county  of  Fife,  and,  more  especially,  of  exhibit- 
ing  therein  a  model  and  exemplar"  of  the  Madras 
System  of  éducation — ^'  with  and  under  the  réservation 
of  his  liferent  and  power  of  revocation."  He  also  made 
over  to  them  ail  other  heritable  property  to  which  he 
had  a  right  in  Edinbitrgh,  or  elsewhere  in  Scotland. 

It  was  directed  that  the  whole  property  should  per- 
petually  remain  with  the  said  trustées,  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  office,  in  trust,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  éducation  of  youth  in  the  town  parish  of  Cupar;  and 
if  an  estate  in  the  county  of  Fife  could  be  purchased 
upon  advantageous  terms,  the  lands,  &c.,  were  to  be 
sold  and  otbers  purchased.  The  présent  academy  was 
to  be  continued,  and  an  amalgamation  of  the  old  and 
new  schools  to  be  effected  if  possible — the  whole  to  be 
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called  the  Madras  academy  of  Cupar.  The  Lord 
Justice-clerk,  the  Lord-lieutenant  and  Sheriff- députe 
of  Fifo  were  to  be  nominated  patrons^  and  the  provost, 
the  dean  of  guild,  and  two  ministers  of  Cupar^  were 
named  directors  of  the  academy.  The  town  was  to 
continue  the  présent  buildings^  and  to  pay  the  English 
and  classical  masters  the  same  salaries  as  at  présent. 
There  were  also  to  be  taught  such  other  branches  of 
instruction  as  the  directors  should  think  proper,  but 
always  on  the  condition  that  the  tuition  should  be  on 
the  Madras  System.  Especial  care  was  to  be  taken  to 
instruct  the  scholars  in  the  principles  of  Christianity^ 
and  the  academy  was  to  be  open  to  the  children  of 
parents  of  ail  religions  persuasions.  A  table  of  fées 
was  to  be  drawn  up,  and  only  the  children  of  those 
parents  admitted  gratis  who  were  unable  to  pay  for 
their  éducation. 

The  teachers  were  to  be  appointed  annually^  and 
not  re-elected,  unless  they  were  found  fully  qualified  for 
the  discharge  of  their  office.  Regular  examinations 
were  to  be  held,  prizes  given,  and  registers  and  paido- 
meters  kept^  and  a  copy  of  the  latter  published  in  an 
Edinburgh  newspaper  after  each  annual  examination. 

He  further  directed  the  trustées  to  pay  over  from  thé 
rents  of  the  lands  and  others  before  disponed  the  fol- 
lowing  annuities: — £100  per  annum  to  his  sister  Jesse 
Bell,*  and  £20  annually  to  each  of  the  following  per* 
sons,  yiz.  Jean  Bruce  alias  Dick,  Jesse  Manuel  alias 
Langlands,  Elizabeth  Norie  alias  Ferrier,  Euphemia 
Birrell,  spinster,  Euphemia  Norie  alias  Stirling,  and 
Andrew  Bell  Morrison:  and  &10  annually  to  Tho- 

*  Miss  Bell  had  joined  the  St  Aodrews  trustées  at  Cheltenham,  and 
retarned  with  them  to  Scotland  in  accordance  with  Dr  Bell's  wishes^ 
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mas  Clark^  late  tenant  in  Southend.  If  tliese  annuU 
lies  were  not  regularly  paid  within  ten  days  after  de- 
manda the  said  trustées  were  to  forfeit  ail  right  to  the 
property,  and  the  deed  become  void. 

After  thèse  annuities  were  paid^  the  remaining  rents 
and  profits  were  to  be  appUed  to  the  payment  of  siich 
reasonable  salaries  to  the  master  or  mistress  of  the  said 
academy  as  the  trustées  might  appoint^  and  of  ail  other 
expenses  that  might  be  necessary^  and  of  £20  of  annual 
salary  to  the  factor  or  derk  whom  they  were  authorized 
to  appoint. 

This  deed  being  executed  on  the  27th  of  July,  the 
provost  and  other  gentlemen  at  once  returned  to  Cupar, 
Mr  Cook  remaining  a  few  days  after  them. 

As  it  was  of  great  conséquence  that  Dr  Bell's  sanity 
at  this  time  should  be  fuUy  established^  and  as  the 
Scotch  law  requires  that  an  îndividual,  makîng  any 
will,  or  executing  any  deed,  should  be  able  to  go  about 
the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  the  foUowing  mémorandum 
was  made  by  Mr  Cook. 

"  On  the  27th  day  of  July  1831,  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell 
executed  the  disposition  of  his  estate  of  Egmore  and  ail 
his  other  heritable  property.  Next  day  I  went  to  hîs 
banker's  with  him,  where  lie  transacted  business,  and  to 
the  market  unsupported,  where  he  made  a  purcbase, 
and  to  the  public  library,  where  he  read  the  news- 
papers  :  and  was  in  perfect  sound  mind.  Mr  Cox,  his 
soliciter,  and  his  araanuensis,  Thomas  Davies,  went  to 
the  banker's  and  to  the  market  with  him. 

"  Cheltenham,  28th  July  1831.'' 

Mr  Cook  having  been  appoînted  a  (rustee  and  pria- 
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cîpal  agent  under  Dr  Bell's  will,  the  doctor  now  gave 
him  charge  of  ail  his  affairs  connected  with  the  estate 
jiist  disposed  of,  and  caused  several  niemoranda  to  be 
drawn  up  for  his  use.  In  conséquence  of  this  Mr  Cook 
went  to  Egmore  in  September,  and,  on  his  retum  to 
Edinburgh,  wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  informing  him  what 
arrangements  lie  had  made,  with  which  the  doctor  was 
highly  satisfied.  "  You  hâve  left  me,"  he  says,  "  little 
to  say  but  to  refer  matters  back  to  you."  In  regard  to 
some  statements  which  had  been  made  to  Mr  Cook  by 
the  farmers,  concerning  losses,  &c.,  the  doctor  remarks 
— "  I  know  fuU  well  what  crédit  is  to  be  paid  to  them, 
but  in  such  matters  it  is  better  to  be  indulgent." 
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CHAPTER  LVU. 


Tràdsactibnâ  fespectibg  Sherbnra  Hospital  affairs — Professor  Lealie^  ftnd 
Sir  John  SinclaiF-^t  Andrews  Trust  resumed — ^Dr  Gillespie'i  Yîsit  to 
Cheltenham, 


We  must  now  take  notice  of  some  tFaoeactions  respect- 
ing  Sherburn  hospital^  whiek  took  place  in  the  course  of 
the  precedîng  year,  (1830«^ 

Tbe  first  of  thèse  that  falls  to  be  meniioned,  was  aletter 
which  Dr  Bell  received  in  May  of  that  year,  from  Mr 
Grey,  who  wrote  saying^  that  he  was  directed  by  the 
Clarence  Railway  Company,  to  request  that  he  would, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  authorize  Mr  Leybourne 
of  Durham^  or  such  other  person  as  he  might  deem 
proper,  to  value  the  interest  of  Sherburn  hospital^  in 
certain  leasehold  lands  at  Whitton^  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  railway  ;  and  to  treat  with  the  com^ 
pany  for  the  sale  of  the  same;  and  informing  him 
that  the  company  had  agreed  with  the  présent  lessees 
for  their  interest  in  the  lands»  "  Your  early  attention," 
he  went  on  to  say,  **  will  be  considered  obliging,  as  for 
want  of  this  property,  the  works  of  the  railway  are  con- 
siderably  retarded  ;  and  numbers  of  poor  workmen  are 
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hanging  about  in  hopes  of  the  emplojment  that  will  be 
afforded  them^  in  the  formation  of  this  part  of  tho  rail- 

Dr  Bell  accordingly,  having  ascertained  thepropriety 
of  acceding  to  this  request^  authorized  Mr  Leyboiirue 
to  make  the  valuation,  which  aoiounted  to  the  sum  of 
£238.  In  remitting  a  bill  of  exchange  to  Dr  Bell  for 
it,  Mr  Leybourne  writes — "  This  bill  I  think  you  had 
best  hand  over  to  your  bankers^  Messrs  Willii  and 
Co.,  with  instructions  to  invest  it  in  the  same  stock 
and  names  of  the  aame  trustées,  as  the  money  which 
arose  as  surplus  from  sale  of  tithes^  when  the  hospital 

land-tax  was  redeemed The  détail  of  my 

valuation  is  lodged  with  Mr  Bamford^  which  you  will 
see  when  you  arrive  at  the  hospital;  and  which^  I 
hope^  will  meet  your  entire  approval.  I  did  not  choose 
to  make  the  valuation  solely  on  my  own  responsibility, 
but  took  with  me  Mr  Fenwick,  our  coUiery  viewer, 
and  Mr  Arrowsmith,  whose  judgment  every  one  will 
allow  to  be  unexceptionable  ;  and  I  am  entirely  of 
opinion,  that  although  the  several  leases  of  land  are  less 
in  quantity,  yet  there  will  in  future  be  no  diminution 
of  fines  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  &cility  of  im- 
provement  afforded  by  the  railway  through  the  estâtes^ 
will  increase  the  fines  at  ail  times  to  come." 

During  the  early  part  of  the  following  year,  (1831,) 
and  especially  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  many 
letters  passed  between  Dr  Bell  and  Mr  Bamford  re- 
specting  the  affairs  of  Sherburn  hospital,  which  were 
naturally  left  very  much  in  the  hands  of  the  latter. 
The  hospital  farm  was  to  be  relet  at  this  time,  the 
responsibility  of  which  fell  upon  Mr  Bamford,  to  whose 
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judgment  tlie  doctor  entirely  trusted  it,  It  was  accord- 
ingly,  after  some  difficulty,  again  let  to  Mr  Arrow- 
amith  for  £750  a-year,  £10  being  allowed  yearly  for 
two  or  three  years,  for  draining. 

The  doctor  also  requested  Mr  Bamford  to  fill  up 
any  vacancies  of  brethren  that  might  occur  in  the  hos- 
pital  as  he  thought  best. 

His  letters  of  instruction  at  thistime  were  very  brief  ; 
and,  as  they  did  not  contain  any  account  of  his  healtb^ 
Mr  Bamford  became  anxious  to  hear  more  partictilarly 
firom  hira  on  that  head*  '*  I  am  so  grieved,"  he  writes, 
"  at  your  not  saying  in  your  brief  letter,  just  received, 
a  word  of  your  health,  or  of.your  présent  state^  except 
by  a  most  distant  allusion,  that  I  cannot  refrain  a 
moment  from  expressing  to  you  my  anxiety  and  solici- 
tude,  I  cannot  but  feel  most  acutely,  not  only  for 
your  illness,  but  also  because  you  do  not  aiFord  me  that 
knowledge  of  your  condition,  which,  if  favourable^would 
allay  the  appréhension  which  ignorance  and  uncertainty 
excite;  or,  if  otherwise,  woiJd  seem  to  requiro  the 
expressions  which  sympathy,  regard,  and  affection^ 
might  produce.  Small,  indeed,  might  be  the  conso- 
lation I  might  hâve  in  my  powcr  to  impart,  but  the 
dévotion  of  a  sincère  heart  cannot  at  any  time  be 
unsatisfactory.  Your  silence  and  apparent  inattention 
to  my  earnest  enquiries,  cannot  fail  to  aggravate  that 
uneasiness  wliich  the  report  of  your  illness  indicates." 

The  doctor  still  remained  as  uncommunicative  as 
before  concerning  his  health,  only  saying  in  his  next 
letter  that  he  was  speechless. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  Mr  Bamford  again  writes 
to  him,  expressing  his  solicitude  for  his  health — 
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*<  Sherburn  House,  June  1, 1831. 

*'  Révérend  and  dear  Sîr, 

'^  I  lamcnt  much  the  affliction  whlch  it  lias  pleased 
God  to  lay  upon  you  ;  but  I  pray  that,  through  his 
blessing,  your  naturally  strong  constitution  may  so  pre- 
vail  that  your  speech  may  be  restored  to  you,  and  that 
your  days  may  be  prolonged  till  you  shall  hâve  accom- 
plished  the  objects  nearest  to  your  heart.  It  will  be 
some  satisfaction  to  you  to  perceive,  that  attempts  are 
making  to  do  more  justice  to  the  System,  by  enlarging, 
and  I  trust  improving,  the  course  of  instruction,  and 
the  books  perused  in  the  schools  ;  though  I  cannot  but 
regret  that  your  illness  may  deprive  the  National  So- 
ciety of  that  zealous  and  most  practical  control  over  ail 
such  arrangements,  which  alone,  in  my  opinion,  can 
render  their  exertions,  in  any  degree,  perfect.  The 
boys'  school  at  Durham  is  most  excellent;  and  the 
Barrington  school  still  continues  to  merit  much  appro- 
bation/' 

We  must  now  take  notice  of  some  other  transac- 
tions, with  respect  to  the  property  belonging  to  Sher- 
burn hospital,  which  were  going  on  at  this  time. 

The  first  of  thèse  was  the  case  of  a  lease  of  aliéna- 
tion, conceming  which  Mr  Griffith,  solicitor,  had  writ- 
ten  to  the  doctor  in  the  preceding  April,  enclosing  him 
the  leases  and  requisite  papers  for  exécution,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  expressing  his  regret  at  having  to  trou- 
ble him  with  them  at  a  time  when  he  was  sufFering 
froin  ill  health.  He  then  gave  the  following  explana- 
tion  of  the  matter  : — 

**  The  trustées  of  the  late  Forster  Johnson  bave  now 
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agreed  wlth  a  Mr  J.  Âddison  of  Tanfield,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  remainder  of  their  leasehold  property 
at  Ebchester,  called  the  Law,  for  £1000;  and  the 
purchase  having  to  be  completed  at  May-day,  the 
trustées  are  desirous  of  having  the  necessary  licenses 
of  aliénation  executed  previously  to  that  time,  The 
property  sold  comprises  the  ancient  lands  called  the 
LaW;  held  in  three  différent  leases;  and  the  same 
number  of  licenses  are  requisite^  and  the  same  are 
transmitted  herewith;  and  I  hâve  to  request  you  to 
hâve  them  sealed  and  executed  as  usual. 

"  Licenses  of  aliénation,  as  to  the  allotments  in  the 
three  leases,  hâve  already  been  executed,  in  their  being 
conveyed  to  the  other  purchasers;  and  the  purchase 
now  made  by  Mr  J.  Addison,  comprises  ail  the  lease* 
hold  estâtes  that  the  trustées  hâve  left.  I  can  assure 
you  that  thèse  licenses  are  proper,  and  such  as  ought 
to  be  executed  by  you," 

No  notice  was  taken  of  this  letter  by  Dr  Bell  ;  and 
some  time  afterwards,  Mr  Bamford  wrote  to  him,  say- 
ing  that  Mr  Griffith  had  desired  him  to  request  that 
he  would  exécute  and  return  the  licenses  at  once,  as  the 
parties  were  suffering  mueh  inconvenience  from  the 
delay* 

To  this  Dr  Bell  replied,  that  aliénations  were  the 
only  branch  of  his  office  which  he  did  not  think  him- 
self  warranted  to  meddle  with  at  that  time,  for  obvions 
reasons;  and  he  added,  "I  regret,  that  Mr  Griffith 
did  not  give  me  notice,  as  I  asked  him  to  do,  before 
sending  any  for  exécution.  As  it  is,  nothing  in  regard 
to  them  can  be  done  at  présent/' 

The  parties  were  now  suffering  great  inconvenience  ; 
and  their  soliciter,  Mr  Wilkinson,  wrote  twice  to  the 
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tlie  doctor,  earnestly  requesting  hîm  not  to  delay  the 
exécution  of  thc  papers,  as  it  was  of  the  greatest 
conséquence  to  ail  the  parties  concerned  ;  and  might 
seriously  injure  his  own  prospects,  as  well  as  involve 
his  aged  father  in  a  Ghancery  suit. 

Still  Dr  Bell  was  unmoved,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
end  of  September  that  he  altered  his  views  of  the  case. 
'*  My  only  reason,"  he  writes  to  Mr  Bamford,  "  for 
not  executing  the  leases  of  aliénation  was,  that  I  had 
no  officiai  notice  in  regard  to  them,  and  that,  in  such  a 
perilous  state  of  health,  I  did  not  think  myself  warrant- 
ed  to  act  in  such  a  case  ;  but  as  the  event  then  expected 
has  not  occurred,  if  Mr  Griffith,  and  Mr  Leybourne, 
and  yourself,  will  certify  that  they  are  proper  cases  of 
aliénation,  and  if  it  be  not  too  late,  I  may  yet  exécute 
them." 

Shortly  after  this,  Dr  Bell  laid  his  hands  on  Mr 
Griffith's  first  letter,  which  he  said  he  had  over- 
looked,  and  which  he  considered  quite  satisfactory  ;  and 
he  accordingly  execute4  the  leases  without  further 
delay. 

Another  transaction  connected  with  the  hospital 
property  requires  our  particular  notice,  as  some  corn- 
plaints  havo  been  made  against  Dr  Bell  on  account 
of  it.  With  thèse,  however,  I  hâve  nothing  to  do;  and 
J  shall  simply  state  the  facts  as  they  corne  before  me. 

When  the  doctor  was  last  in  Durham,  he  had  had 
Bome  conversation  with  Mr  Gregson,  the  lessee  of  one 
of  the  estâtes  of  the  hospital,  as  to  the  renewal  of  his 
lease;  and,  not  finding  that  there  was  any  probability  of 
Dr  BelPs  again  visiting  the  north,  he  now  wroto  to 
remind  him  of  what  had  passed  on  that  occasion, 
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This  letter  is  not  among  the  doctor's  papers^  but  tbe 
reply  to  it  is  as  foUows  : — 

**  Cheltenbam,  November  30, 1831. 

*^  I  am  thîs  moment  favoiHred  with  your  letten 

"  As  to  the  renewal  of  yonr  lease,  T  can  only  repeat 
what  I  formerly  stated  to  you,  which  was,  that  I  wîll 
renew  the  old  lease  m  precisely  the  same  words  as  hère* 
tofore,  with  three  new  lives,  in  doing  which  not  a  day 
must  be  lost. 

^*  If  you  are  eamest  about  it,  you  had  best  corne 
hîther  immediately,  and  bring  with  you  the  renewal, 
engrossed  by  Mr  Griffith,  for  my  exécution  with  the 
new  Kves  ;  but  if  you  cannot  corne,  you  may  send  the 
renewal  instantly,  and  at  the  same  time  a  draft  on  Lon- 
don  for  the  fine,  for  which  I  shall  now,  in  considération 
of  the  times,  charge  only  the  sum  of  four  bundred 
pounds.  But  either  a  draft  on  London  must  accom- 
pany  the  deed  of  renewal,  or  the  payment  made  before- 
liand  to  Mr  GriflSth  or  Mr  Bamford.  Youknow  what 
the  conséquence  would  be  of  the  running  out  of  the 
lease  from  what  happened  before.  The  fine  of  last 
renewal  for  two  lires  was  three  thousand  pounds. 

^'  If  you  were  hère,  you  might  speak  to  the  otlier 
points  of  your  letter — ^though  I  do  not  see  my  way. 
Nothing,  you  may  be  assured,  can  be  donc  as  to  it  in 
any  other  way  whatever." 

On  receiving  Dr  BelPs  letter,  Mr  Gregson  called  on 
Mr  Griffith  ;  and,  after  informing  him  that  Dr  Bell 
had  agreed  to  change  the  three  lives,  requested  him  to 
propare  the  lease  for  renewal  without  delay,  which  was 
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done  by  transcribing  the  new  lease  from  that  of 
1812. 

One  of  Mr  Gregson*s  clerks  happened  now  to  hâve 
occasion  to  go  southward^  and  took  the  lease  with  him 
to  Gheltenham,  when  Dr  Bell  havîng  receîved  the  sum 
agreed  upon^  executed  it  without  further  delay. 

A  proposition  had  also  been  made  to  Dr  Bell  by  Mr 
Gregson  concerning  a  lease  of  the  coal-mines  on  the 
hospital  lands  adjoining  the  Whitwell  Grange  estate, 
which  he  was  anxions  to  procure.  And  he  now  com- 
mîssioned  his  clerk  to  ask  the  foUowing  questions  on 
that  point  : — 

**  Whether  Dr  Bell  déclines  granting  a  lease  for 
twenty-one  years,  at  a  certain  yearly  rent,  and  tentale 
rents  when  the  coal  is  worked  in  proportion  to  other 
colheries  in  the  immédiate  neighbourhood  ? 

*'  Whether  Dr  Bell  would  be  disposed  to  treat  on 
the  payment  of  an  immédiate  fine^  and  then  a  certain 
yearly  rent,  both  to  be  ascertained  by  two  compétent 
colliery  viewers  ? 

*'  If  the  breaking  of  the  surface  of  the  hospital  lands 
be  an  object  to  Dr  Bell,  would  he  entertain  the  propo- 
sition for  a  lease,  on  Mr  Gregson's  undertaking  to  work 
the  coal  by  outstroke,  and  bave  the  pit  in  his  own  hands 
at  Whitwell  Grange  ? 

^*  Should  Dr  Bell  refuse  to  accède  to  the  above  pro» 
positions,  upon  what  other  terms  would  he  agrée  to 
grant  the  lease,  Mr  Gregson  îndemnifying  Dr  Bell  and 
his  successors  against  ail  personal  risk  ?  " 

The  doctor,  however,  declined  entering  into  any 
arrangement  whatever  respecting  the  coal-mines. 

The  value  of  thèse  mines  must  hâve  been  great  ;  for, 
some  time  préviens  to  this  offer  of  Mr  Gregson,  Dr  Bell 
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receîved  an  anonymous  letter  from  a  coal-owner  on  the 
Tyne  and  Wear,  saying  he  was  desirous  of  taking  the 
Sherburn  house  coal,  either  on  a  lease  for  lives  or  years, 
and  that  he  considered  the  value  of  the  fine  to  be  equal 
to  £4000,  which  sum  he  would  pledge  him  to  offer 
as  a  fine,  cash  down,  on  the  expiration  of  eîghteen 
months. 

Owing  to  the  doctor's  state  of  health,  he  was  unable 
to  keep  his  usual  résidence  month  at  Westminst^ 
Abbey,  or  to  attend  the  coronation  of  William  the 
Tourth,  which  took  place  in  September  of  this  year. 
A  nnraber  of  tickets  for  seats  were,  as  usual,  assigned 
to  him,  which  he  presented  to  several  of  his  friends  in 
iLondon. 

Certain  perquisites  had  fallen  to  the  doctor*s  share,  as 
prebendary,  at  the  preceding  coronation  ;  but  at  the 
présent  one  ail  the  scaflfolding  and  furniture  used  was 
taken  back  by  Government  at  a  given  price,  settled 
between  the  Office  of  Works  and  the  surveyor  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter.  Of  this  money  £93,  6s.  8d.  fell  to 
Dr  BelPs  share. 

In  conséquence  of  Dr  Bell's  munificent  donations, 
applications  for  pecuniary  assistance  poured  in  upon 
him  from  ail  quarters.  Every  post  brought  him  letters 
irom  individuals  whom  he  had  never  seen  or  heard  of, 
jnany  of  which  were  never  read  through,  and  hardly 
any  answered.  One  only  of  the  môst  important  of 
thèse  applications  I  shall  briefly  notice  hère  : — 

It  was  from  Professer  Leslie,  who,  not  beîng  aware 
that  thé  doctor  had  divided  a  part  of  the  large  sum 
orîginally  given  to  St  Andrews  among  several  other 
towns,  now  wrote,  urging  him  to  do  so. 

^'  After  80  long  a  lapse  of  years,"  writes  the  doctor 
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în  reply,  '*  and  undcr  présent  circumstanccs,  I  am 
much  gratified  by  the  letter  of  so  eminent  a  fellow  col- 
legian.  In  the  commencement  of  our  acquaintance  it 
was  not  foreknown,  though  ît  might  hâve  been  fore- 
seen,  that  one  was  to  fill  a  principal  chair  at  the  Uni- 
versity  of  Ëdinburgh  ;  but  who  could  hâve  antîcîpated 
that  the  other  was  to  be  seated  in  a  stall  at  West- 
minster Abbey  ?  How  dehghted  should  I  be,  if  I  could 
bail  the  renewal  of  our  correspondence  as  auspicious  to 
the  weal  of  our  common  country  and  of  the  world  ! 
But  it  is  late  in  the  day  with  me,  and  my  measures  are 
for  the  most  part  taken. 

"  At  ail  events,  I  shall,  however,  be  most  glad  if  you 
will  take  Cheltenham  in  your  rou/e,  and  faveur  me 
with  your  opinion  and  advice.  You  will  fînd  that  I 
bave  anticipated  your  suggestions,  and  that  the  antici- 
pation includes  Edînburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and 
Inverness.     More  is  contemplated." 

In  conséquence  of  this  Professer  Leslie  went  to 
Cheltenham,  where  he  arrived  just  at  the  time  that  Dr 
Bell  was  busily  engaged  in  making  over  to  the  Cupar 
authorities  estâtes  in  Galloway.  This  being  the  case,  he 
begged  that  he  might  not  interrupt  bis  présent  engage- 
ments, and  having  drawn  up  a  long  paper  of  sugges- 
tions, left  it  for  Dr  Bell's  considération.  Thèse, 
however,  are  of  too  great  a  length  to  be  inserted 
bere,  but  they  will  be  found  in  the  Correspondence. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  did  not  meet  with  any 
encouragement  at  Dr  Bell's  hands,  who  had  several 
interviews  with  the  professer  before  he  Icft  Cheltenham, 
and  afterwards  received  two  letters  from  hîm  pressing 
them  still  further  on  bis  attention.  To  thèse,  however, 
he  did  not  return  any  reply. 
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We  must  now  return  for  a  while  to  St  Andrews, 
the  trustées  from  whence,  immediately  on  their  return^ 
having  executed  the  trust-deed  whîch  they  had  bronght 
from  Cheltenham^  sent  it  direct  to  London  to  Gaptaîn 
M^Konochie,  with  a  request  that,  if  possible,  he  would 
personally  deliver  it  into  Dr  Bell's  hands,  This  he 
kindly  undertook  to  do,  and  went  down  to  Chelten- 
ham  for  that  purpose. 

The  doctor  now  became  very  anxious  to  hear  of 
8ome  decided  steps  being  taken  at  St  Andrews,  to  put 
his  designs  into  exécution.  It  was  not,  however,  an 
easy  matter  for  the  trustées  at  once  to  décide  what  was 
best  to  be  done,  and  what  buildings  should  be  erected. 
Early  in  the  autumn,  however,  their  architectes  pré- 
parations were  in  a  considérable  state  of  forwardness  ; 
but  he  very  strongly  stated  the  great  risk  they  would  run 
in  commencing  the  buildings  so  late  in  the  year,  saying, 
at  the  same  time^  that  when  the  designs  were  approved 
of,  he  would  use  his  best  endeavours  to  expedite  the 
work,  if  it  should  be  determined  to  commence  at  once. 
^*  But/*  he  continued,  "  I  would  very  strongly  and  de- 
cîdedly  advise  that  no  part  of  the  building  be  begun  until 
the  month  of  February  ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that 
if  the  latter  part  of  this  year  is  allowed  for  the  more 
mature  considération  and  deliberate  préparation  of  the 
working  drawings,  for  the  arrangement  of  contracta,  and 
for  laying  down  materials  and  advancing  the  carpenter*s 
and  joiner's  departments,  the  buildings  will  not  only  be 
as  soon  completed  in  every  departmeut  as  they  could 
be  under  a  commencement  this  autumn,  but  in  eveiy 
respect  will  be  preserved  against  injury  from  weather, 
and  the  substantial  and  unexceptionable  quality  of  the 
work  will  be  fuUy  maintained." 
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In  writing  to  Dr  Bell  on  the  subject  of  the  buildings, 
and  of  the  steps  which  had  been  taken,  Mr  Grâce  aise 
infonned  him,  that  as  the  Latin  and  English  schools  had 
again  met,  the  trustées  were  about  to  cany  Dr  Bell's 
System  into  fîill  opération  ;  and  that  both  the  masters 
had,  in  the  vacation,  been  visiting  schools  in  England^ 
where  it  had  been  long  practised,  with  a  view  of  qua- 
lifying  themselves  for  their  duties  at  St  Andrews, 
And  în  another  letter,  written  a  few  days  afterwards, 
he  informed  him  that  public  notice  of  this  change  was 
to  be  given  in  the  papers. 

Meantime,  a  concise  and  very  well  written  article 
on  Dr  BelPs  System  had  appeared  in  the  Fife 
Herald,  with  which  he  was  highly  delighted,  and  wrote 
immediately  to  his  Ëdinburgh  publishers  to  enquire 
who  was  the  author  of  it.  In  their  reply,  they  saîd 
they  could  not  positively  inform  him,  but  they  sup- 
posed  it  was  one  of  the  professors  at  St  Andrews  ;  and 
the  doctor,  soon  afterwards,  having  been  informed  that 
it  was  written  by  Dr  Gillespie,  thus  expressed  his  ad- 
miration of  it  in  one  of  his  letters  to  him: — '^  So 
much  was  I  struck  with  the  élégant  and  beautiful  arti- 
cle  in  the  Fife  Herald  of  the  8th  of  September — 
its  simplicity,  perspicuity,  and  conciseness — that  I 
could  scarcely  believe  it  the  production  of  one  <man, 
and  that  you  were  the  man,  as  I  had  no  idea  4;hat 
you  possessed  the  gênerai  information,  for  the  ^most 

part  so  correct,  which  it  displays I  said 

to  myself  what  an  acquisition  would  a  history  of  the 
Madras  school,  composed  in  such  a  style,  and  such  a 
gtrain,  be  to  the  fiirtherance  of  its  grand  object! 
.  .  ,  .  I  enter  completely  into  your  idea,  that 
you  may  be  more  useful  to  the  grand  cause,  standing 
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on  your  OM^n  footings  than  mîxed  up  with  othcrs.  I 
shaU  be  glad  to  know  immedîately  your  présent  opi- 
nion and  future  projects/* 

Dr  Gillespie  being  from  home  when  this  lelter 
arrived,  Mrs  Gillespie  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it, 
and  Dr  BoU  immediately  wrote  again  as  foUows  : — 

'«  Cheltenham,  Sept.  20,  1831. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  beg  and  entréat  that  you  immediately  throw 
yourself  into  a  mail  or  other  coach  to  Liverpool,  and 
then  into  the  Hirondelle,  a  coach  which  will  bring  you 
in  fourteen  hours  to  Cheltenham*  Affaire  of  great  con- 
séquence to  you  can  only  be  settled  by  your  présence. 
One  or  two,  or  at  most  three,  days  may  serve  fur  a 
purpose  most  important  to  you.  You  need  only  bring 
a  shirt  with  you,  and  Oliver  and  Boyd*s  édition  of  my 
English  School,  and  any  papers  you  think  proper. 

"  If  this  find  you  on  this  side  of  the  Forth,  do  not 
return  to  St  Andrews,  but  come  straight  hither. 

"  Be  so  good  as  forward  the  inclosed  to  the  Doc- 
tor,  wherever  he  mày  be>  and  don*t  let  him  return  home 
till  he  has  been  hère. 

"  There  is  not  time  for  ceremony  or  étiquette. 

"  Be  assured  of  the  good  wishes  of  your  faithfui 

"A.  Bell." 

In  conséquence  of  this  letter  Dr  Gillespie  set  off  for 
Cheltenham  immediately,  and  remained  there  till  the 
beginning  of  October.  The  resuit  of  this  visit  was, 
that  the  foUowing  autograph  instrument  was  executed 
by  Dr  Bell:— 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  441 

''  Cheltenham,  S«pt.  80,  I83L 

^'  To  William  Haig,  Esq.,  provost,  &c.,  the  Rev. 
'  Drs  Haldane  and  Buist,  ministers,  and  Andrew  Alex- 
ander,  A.M.,  professer  of  Greek,  trustées  of  the  Ma- 
dras collège  at  St  Andrews, — I,  Andrew  Bell,  founder 
of  the  Madras  collège  at  St  Andrews,  with  the  view  of 
fîirthering  my  original  intentions  in  regard  to  its  eflS- 
ciency,  do,  as  far  as  I  may,  hereby  nominate  and  appoint 
the  Rev.Dr  NichoU,  principal  of  the  university;  the  Rev. 
Dr  George  Cook,  professer  of  moral  philosophy  ;  and  my 
ancient  and  much  respected  preceptor,  Dr  John  Hun- 
ier, professer;   and  the  Rev.  Dr  Gillespie,  assistant 
professer  of  humanity,  to  be  extraordinary  visitors  of 
said  collège;  and  in  considération  that  said  Dr  Gilles- 
pie  has  given  se  many  proofs  of  his  zeal,  ability,  and 
energy,  in  the  cause  of  Madras  éducation,  I  do  nominate 
and  appoint  him,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustées,  to 
the  office  of  spécial  visiter,  inspecter,  and  Madras  his- 
terian,  enjoining  upon  him  the  duty  of  fréquent  visi- 
tatiens,  with  the  ^iew  of  his  prometing  the  success  of 
the  establishment,  especially  during  its  infancy  ;  and  of 
maintaining  a  strict  observance  of  the  principle  and 
practices  of  the  Madras  school,  as  laid  down  in  my 
Manuals  of  Mutual  Instruction  and  Moral  Discipline  ; 
and  aise  with  the  view  of  regularly  reperting  the  pro- 
gresa  te  the  trustées,  se  that  any  déviation  from  the 
System  may  be  instantly  cerrected  by  them.     And  in 
considération   of    the    importance   and   responsibility 
attached  to  this  office,  I  de  hereby  request  of  said  trus- 
tées te  pay  to  him,  eut  of  such  funds  as  fer  the  use  of 
the  establishment  I  hâve  placed  at  their  disposai,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  peunds  yearly,  beginning  the  first 
payment  from  the  date  hereof,  and  that  for  the  space 
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of  cight  years^  and  until  lie  shall  succeed  to  the  fiill 
enjoyment  of  his  living  as  professor  of  humanity. 
''  In  witness^  &c. 

(Signed)         "A.Bkll. 


•  9 


Dr  Gillespie  now  left  Gheltenham  ;  and  on  his  road 
homeward  vîsited^  în  accordancc  with  Dr  BelPs  wishes, 
the  Blue-coat  hospital  at  Liverpool^  and  the  Barrington 
and  Durhain  schools.  The  Barrington  school^  it  ap- 
pears,  had  somewhat  fallen  off,  but  that  at  Durhain  was 
in  high  perfection. 
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CHAPTER  LVIIL 

Buildings  at  Si  Andrews — Naval  School — ^Letter  from  Mr  Forster,  and  Dr 
Beirs  Reply — Communications  from  Leith^— Publications  by  Dr  RusseU— 
Affiiirs  at  Leith — Foundation  of  the  Bell  Lecture  at  Edinburgh. 

We  must  now  retum  to  St  Andrews,  where  the  trustées 
had  by  this  time  (October)  received  Mr  Burn's  estimate 
of  the  probable  expansé  of  building  the  collège  on  the  plan 
which  had  been  drawn  out  ;  but  as  this  very  consider- 
ably  exceeded  the  sum  which  the  trustées  wished  to  be 
appropriated  to  buildings,  they  instructed  him  to  restrict 
the  plan  to  one  story.  Mr  Grâce  accordingly  wrote  to 
inform  Dr  Bell  of  this,  and  said,  that  as  soon  as  Mr  Burn 
had  amended  his  plan,  and  furnisbed  a  new  estimate, 
he  would  Write  again  to  him. 

This  proposai,  however,  of  restricting  the  collège  to 
one  story  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  doctor,  who 
immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr  Burn,  in  which, 
after  giving  extracts  from  the  one  he  had  received  from 
Mr  Grâce,  he  went  on  to  say — **  It  appears  to  me  that, 
by  reducing  the  buildings  to  one  story,  the  purpose  of  a 
handsome  and  respectable  édifice,  suited  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  endowment,  and  calculated  to  do  crédit  to 
the  architect,  may  be  defeated  ;  and  that,  therefore,  it 
would  be  préférable  to  reduce  the  number  of  professors, 
and  the  accommodation  allotted  to  them,  which  are 
rather  an  excrescence,  growing  out  of  the  exubérance  of 
the  funds,  than  an  intégral  part  of  the  Madras  collège. 
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but  always  retaining  the  Englîsh  and  Latîn  schools^ 
which  are  the  essential  and  fundamental  objects  of  my 
endowment;  with  due  accomnaodation  for  the  masters 
and  boarders. 

"  Will  not  one  story  gîve  a  diminutîve  appearance  to 
such  an  establishment^  and  be  an  insignificant  termina- 
tion  to  the  new  street  proposed  to  be  built  to  face  it  ? 
What  îs  the  sum  proposed  to  be  allowed  by  the  trustées 
for  building  ?  I  write  directly  to  you,  apprehensiv^e  that 
my  letter  to  them  may  be  too  late. 

"  For  my  part,  I  think  it  moet  désirable  that  an  adé- 
quate sum  should  be  expended  in  building,  rather  than 
that  the  grandeur  and  effect  should  be  sacrificed. 

"  In  many  places  it  is  found  more  economical  to 
hâve  the  separate  school-rooms  one  above  another  than 
on  the  same  floor. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

"  P.  S. — Let  me  again  apologize  for  the  liberty  I 
hâve  taken,  and  entreat  your  favourable  indulgence  to 
my  request  by  return  of  post.  The  delay  of  a  day  may 
be  fatal  to  my  purpose  and  to  your  plan.  There  is  no 
time  for  délibération  or  consultation/* 

In  the  mean  time  Mr  Burn  had  forwarded  another 
plan  to  the  trustées,  in  which  the  defects  that  Dr 
Bell  had  objected  to  were  remedied;  and,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  doctor's  letter,  he  wrote  in  reply,  giving 
him  the  détails  of  his  new  plan  of  the  buildings,  the 
expense  of  which  he  calculated  at  about  £12,000, 
AVith  this  the  doctor  was  perfectly  satîsfied. 

We  must  now  briefly  notice  what  had  taken  place 
with  respect  to  the  Naval  school,  to  which  Dr  BeU  had 
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made  so  munificent  a  donation.  Captain  M'Konocliie^ 
it  bas  been  seen,  had  taken  the  St  Andrews'  trust 
deed  down  to  Cheltenham  in  the  month  of  July,  and 
soon  after  his  return,  wrote  to  the  doctor  to  inform  him 
of  their  proceedings  in  London.  "  The  king,"  ho 
'writes,  after  some  other  remarks^  '^  continues  his  inte- 
rest  about  us  ;  but  I  fear  there  is  not  much  chance  of  a 
palace^  when  we  are  so  Httle  connected  with  Govern- 
ment. Something  of  the  kind  might  be  contemplated  ; 
but  I  understand  that  strong  objections  are  suggested 
against  so  gracing  our  institution  without  even  a  char- 
ter. To  what  the  discussion  may  ultimately  lead,  I 
bardly  yet  knovr  :  a  charter  could  be  soon  expedited  ; 
but  in  the  mean  time^  between  Reform^  the  state  of  the 
Continent^  and  the  prospect  of  the  coronation,  the  time 
is  bad  for  making  our  own  concems  a  niatter  of  very 
serions  délibération — and  we  must  not  expect  to  gal- 
lop  home  at  once  to  every  thing  we  désire. 

"  We  bave  been  distinctly  told  that  we  may  bave  a 
vacant  Naval  hospital^  or  any  thing  of  that  kind;  but 
on  the  understanding,  that  whenever  it  is  wanted^  it  is 
to  be  resumed.  But  this  I  think  would  never  do.  It 
would  take  us  away  from  London^  and  keep  us  making 
shifts  indefinitely  ;  for  in  this  case  we  could  not  alter, 
or  materially  improve,  our  accommodations." 

Dr  Bell  had  for  some  time  past  been  sitting  for  his 
bust  to  Mr  Joseph»  the  sculpter^  at  the  request  of  the 
St  Andrews  trustées  and  some  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Naval  school,  and  this  being  now  com- 
pleted  he  expressed  himself  highly  satisfied  with  it. 
It  was,  indeed^  generally  considered  an  excellent 
likeness. 

Captain  M^Konochie  was  now  engaged  in  drawing 
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up  for  publication  a  pamphlet  containing  a  '^  plan  for 
conducting  the  Royal  Naval  school,  respectfully  sab- 
mitted  to  the  council  of  administration  and  the  ser- 
vice," and  the  second  week  in  August,  he  sent  an 
early  impression  of  it  for  Dr  BelPs  perusal.  "  To  say 
the  truth,"  he  writes  in  the  letter  which  accompanîed 
it,  "  and  to  encourage  you,  if  that  could  be  necessaiy, 
to  speak  to  me  quîte  frankly  and  unreservedly — I 
hâve  some  mîsgivings  myself  respecting  portions  of  it. 
But  I  will  not  tell  you  which  thèse  portions  are^  tîll 
I  see  whether  they  also  strike  yourself.  .... 
I  was  truly  happy  to  hear  yesterday  of  your  health 
from  Mr  Joseph.     Your  own  note  did  not  say  one 

Word  about  the  matter I  shall  ask 

it  as  a  spécial  faveur  of  Mr  Davies,  that  when  he 
next  writes,  with  or  without  command,  he  will  tell 
me  how  you  are."  In  a  letter  of  the  foUowing  day 
he  writes  : — ^*  To-morrow  I  go  again  with  Sir  Henry 
Blackwood  to  look  at  localities.  I  hâve  been  now  three 
times  on  the  errand,  and  reckon  on  thirty  more  at  the 
least — ^but  it  must  be  done  :  only  always  my  motto,  in 
regard  to  deciding,  will  be  Festina  lente,  (which,  by 
the  way,  I  once  heard  admirably  translated  by  a  Scotch 
nurserymaid,  one  of  whose  little  flock  had  been  run- 
ning  and  had  fallen  ;  catching  it  up  by  the  arms,  and 
giving  it  a  good  shake,  she  added —  '  ye  deviPs  buckie 
that  ye  are,  canna  ye  rin  at  leisure  ?  '  I  could  not  help 
wishing  that  John  Hill,  your  old  friend,  had  been  by 
to  hear  it.)  However,  we  must  not  be  too  quick  in 
deciding  ;  we  must  give  both  king  and  people  time  to 
think  of  us. 

'*  In  the  mean  time  I  hope  you  are  reading  my  paper 
with  indulgence.    I  hâve  sent  about  half  a  dozen  copies 
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in  other  directions^  also  for  comment.  I  cannot  pro- 
mise to  do  ail  for  it^  and  in  regard  to  it^  that  every  one 
may  bid  me — that  would  be  impossible.  But  if  I  could 
80  accommodate  it  to  most  criticisms^  as  that  I  could 
print  a  few  favourable  opinions  with  it^  it  would  coma 
before  the  profession  at  large  with  manj  more  advan- 
tages  than  if  it  came  only  from  mjself — and  I  need 
scarcely  add^  that  I  partly  look  to  you^  my  dear  sir^ 
for  such  help. 

"  I  hâve  not  yet  seen  the  bust,  which  is  indeed  not 
jet  cast  ;  but  we  are  ail  looking  with  impatience  for 
it — ^your  trustées  at  St  Andrews  are  also  enquiring 
about  it/' 

The  doctor  accordingly,  in  bis  reply,  freely  criti- 
cised  the  pamphlet  in  question^  and  strongly  recom- 
mended  the  managers  of  the  Naval  school  to  apply  to 
Mr  Johnson,  and  other  experienced  persons,  for  advice 
and  assistance  in  its  organization. 

It  happened  that  about  this  time  Dr  Bell  received 
the  foUowing  letter  from  Mr  Forster  of  the  Blue-coat 
liospital,  Liverpool,  containing  a  very  favourable  re- 
port of  the  State  of  that  institution,  and  of  the  effects 
of  mutuel  tuition. 

**  Liverpool»  September  2, 18dL 

*^  Révérend  and  respected  Sir, 

•  •  •  •  We  hâve  at  présent  Mr  Crichton, 
the  master  of  the  Englîsh  school  at  St  Andrews.  About 
six  years  ago  he  came  for  instruction,  upon  which  he 
bas  been  acting  ever  since,  and  now  acknowledges  that 
'  he  could  not  do  witliout  it.'  He  bas  seen  the  central 
school  and  the  sessional  school,  but  is  flattering  enough 
to  rank  ours  considerably  above  any  he  bas  yet  visited. 
I  bave  had  a  letter  to-day  from   an   old  friend   of 
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yours,  Archdeacon  Bather,  requesting  the  admission  of 
his  schoolmaster  for  instruction;  and  last  week  the 
master  of  Shrewsbury  returned,  after  having  been  hère 
some  time.  There  are  besides  eleven  masters  and  mis- 
tresses  at  présent  wîth  us,  two  of  whom  are  for  the 
Catholic  schools  in  the  town  ;  and  we  hâve  before  had 
either  five  or  seven  of  their  teachers.  I  flatter  myself 
our  school  at  no  previous  period  exhibited  a  better 
spécimen  of  mutual  tuition.  We  hâve  many  uncom- 
monly  clever  boys,  and  the  happiness  of  the  whole 
would,  I  fancy,  give  you  no  inadéquate  idea  «of  your 
once  happy  and  grateful  pupils  at  Madras.  We  hare 
four  classes;  in  the  first  there  are  eighty-six  reading 
the  Bible  and  Blair's  class-book,  can  give  almbst  every 
striking  référence  in  Scripturo,  learn  geography,  Eng- 
lish  grammar,  without  any  books  ;  the  majority  know 
arithmetic,  with  vulgar  and  décimal  fractions,  and  write 
a  running  hand  fit  for  any  merchant's  office.  The 
second  consists  of  eighty-two,  reading  the  Testament 
and  Dublin  reading-book,  Scripture  références,  Chief 
Tniths,  Gastrell's  Faith  and  Duty,  geography,  Eng- 
lish  grammar,  part  of  them  in  tlie  rule  of  three,  and 
the  remainder  in  compound  multiplication.  The  third 
class  contains  thirty-nine,  reading  the  Testament^  Se- 
lect Reading  Lessons,  Ghief  Truths,  Multiplication^  and 
Division.  In  the  fourth  there  are  thirty-four,  reading 
parables,  leaming  Church  Catechisra,  Addition,  and 
Subtraction.  I  could  not  refrain  from  giving  you  this 
account,  though  the  perusal  of  it  may  even  prove 
tedious.** 

With  this  letter  the  doctor  was  much  gratified.  '*  I 
cannot,"  he  says  in  his  reply,  "  express  my  sentiments 
of  your  excellent  and  admirable  report  of  your  school. 
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or  the  high  gratification  and  comfort  which  your  letter 
has  administered  to  my  latter  days. 

**  While  schools  once  exemplary  fall  off,  your  insti- 
tution exhibits  that  growing  progress  which  ail  Madras 
seminaries  duly  conducted  will  ever  exemplify.   .  .  . 

'*  I  thank  God,  who  has  spared  my  life  to  reçoive 
your  report,  I  augur  much  good  to  you  and  your 
children  from  îts  diffusion.  Write  to  Dr  Russell,  mi- 
nister  of  the  Episcopal  chapel^  Leith^  and  tell  him 
what  masters  you  can  furnish.  He  may  be  able  to 
provide  for  them.  With  best  compliments  to  my 
friends;  and  affectîonate  regards  to  Mrs  Forster^  I  ever 
am,  very  sincerely  yours, 

''  A.  Bell. 

"  P.  S. — I  beg  you  wiil  accept  of  ail  my  books  in 
your  hands^  or  those  of  the  booksellers^  and  the  price 
of  any  that  may  be  sold.  I  know  you  will  make  the 
best  use  of  them,  and  dispose  of  them  to  the  best 
advantage. 

"  What  is  the  best  way  of  sending  a  large  packet 
from  hence  to  Liverpool  ? 

"  You  want  only  ambition  to  be  a  great  man." 

Dr  Bell  had  also  sent  extracts  from  Mr  Forster's 
letter  to  Captain  M*Konochie,  to  be  laid  before  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Henry  Blackwood  and  the  committee, 
which  was  done.  Hère,  however,  we  must  take  leave 
of  the  Naval  school.  Several  other  letters  passed  be- 
tween  the  doctor  and  Captain  M'Konochie,  but  no 
very  decided  steps  were  taken  in  its  establishment 
tintil  after  Dr  Bell's  death. 

We  must  now  take  some  notice  of  the  réception  of 

vol.  III.  2  F 
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Dr  BelPs  gift  of  £10,000  to  the  town  of  Leîth,  whU 
ther  Dr  Bussell  had  at  once  gone  after  his  visit  to 
Cheltenham^  and  whence  he  imniediately  wrote  to  the 
doctor^  telling  him  that  his  '^  magnificent  donation  had 
created  a  feeling  of  universal  joy  and  gratitude  ;  "  but 
that^  as  some  time  must  elapse  before  a  regular  notice 
could  be  expected  from  the.  trustées  at  St  Andrews, 
they  could  not  take  any  immédiate  steps  towards  con- 
veying  to  him  an  expression  of  their  thanks.  This 
letter  was  immediately  foUowed  by  another,  in  which 
he  requested  Dr  Bell  to  give  him  a  written  authfh 
rity  to  act  as  his  représentative,  as  the  doctor  had 
before  requested  him  to  give  his  assistance  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  several  schools  about  to  be  established. 
He  also  informed  Dr  Bell  that  a  request  had  been  made 
by  a  Mr  George  Bell,  that  a  school  might  be  planted 
at  Newhaven,  in  the  parish  of  North  Leith,  where 
there  were  many  poor  fishermen  ;  on  which  Dr  Rus- 
sell  observed — '*  Unfortunately  that  part  of  the  parish 
îs  beyond  the  jurîsdiction  of  the  magistrates  of  Leith  ; 
but,  nevertheless,  if  you  shall  be  pleased  to  express 
any  wish  on  the  subject,  I  hâve  no  doubt  that  it  will 
be  instantly  and  fuUy  complied  with.  Only  let  me 
suggest  that  we  ought  not  to  hâve  a  number  of  smaîl 
schools,  for  there  the  Madras  System  will  not  be  pro- 
perly  foUowed  up.  The  large  school  in  North  Leith 
will  be  sufficient.  The  greatest  distance  is  not  more 
than  a  mile  from  Newhaven — ^a  walk  which  will  do 
the  children  good." 

An  application  was  also  made  to  Dr  Bell,  at  this 
time,  in  faveur  of  a  society  called  the  Edinburgh  and 
Leith  Seaman's  Friend  Society — "  The  design  of 
which,"  writes  the  secretary,  '^as  orîginally  established, 
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was  to  promote  the  temporal  comfort^  and  the  moral 
and  religions  instruction  of  seamen,  of  whom  ît  was 
ascertained  there  were  about  1600  natives  of  the  port 
of  Leith — about  6000  in  the  regular  habit  of  visiting  it 
from  other  parts  ;  and  altogether^  about  20^000  coming 
and  going  in  the  course  of  a  year.  For  securing  this 
objecta  a  vessel  was  porchased  and  fitted  up  as  a  float- 
ing  chapel,  and  has  been  regulariy  well  attended  since 
it  was  opened  ;  and  subsequently  to  tliis,  two  schools 
and  an  academy  were  opened^  the  former  for  the  chil- 
dren  of  sailors^  and  the  latter  for  adult  sailors  who  had 
gone  to  sea  without  receiving  any  éducation.  Thèse 
schools  are  attended  by  nearly  500  children^  and  the 
System  pursued  is  the  monitorial  System  of  mutual 
instruction/' 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  reply  was  made  to  thèse 
applications  ;  but  it  seems  from  a  letter  written  soon 
afterwards  by  Dr  Russell,  that  an  arrangement  was 
likely  to  be  made  for  absorbing  this^  and  some  other 
institutions^  within  Dr  Bell's  trust. 

As  regarded  Dr  Russell's  request  for  a  written 
authority^  to  assume  some  direction  in  the  organization 
of  the  Madras  schools  at  Leith^  Dr  Bell  said  that  he 
had  no  power  in  the  matter,  until  they  should  hâve 
received  their  charter  from  8t  Andrews. 

He  now  became  very  anxious  that  the  repubUcation 
of  his  Works,  which  had  been  committed  to  Dr  Russell's 
management,  should  be  proceeded  with  immediately  ; 
and  strongly  urged  this  in  his  letters,  to  which  Dr 
Russell  replied — That  his  instructions  had  been  instant- 
ly  obeyed  ;  and  that  "  the  English  School  "  of  1831,  and 
the  ^^  Manual  "  of  1831,  were  already  in  the  press,  and 
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would  be  published  forthwîth.  With  this  the  doctor 
was  partly  satisfied  ;  but  stiU,  with  his  usual  impatience, 
kept  urging  Dr  Russell  to  proceed  with  increased 
speed.  "  Ycm  seem,"  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters,  ''to 
make  no  distinction  between  my  case,  who  lose  streugth 
every  day,  and  that  of  booksellers^  who  never  die. 
Think  what  has  been  done,  and  how  little  time  remains 
to  me."  In  this  letterhe  alsosays — *^  The  reprint  of  the 
Madras  report  should  be  stereotyped,  as  every  word 
must  remain  for  ever  unaltered  in  form,  to  bind  up 
hereafter  with  the  English  School.  At  the  same  time, 
y  ou  might  be  going  on  with  the  digested  and  abridged 
édition  of  my  whole  works,  putting  every  thing  in  it 
which  can  be  of  use,  which  is  not  in  the  Madras  Report 
or  English  School,  from  ail  my  publications,  so  as  to 
form  a  second  volume.  If  this  had  been  begun  upon, 
or  if  you  were  to  read  ail  over,  and  mark  ail  you  would 
insert,  and  let  me  hâve  it  on  large  folio  sheets  as  done, 
I  mîght  possibly  be  able  to  return  it  with  my  marks  ; 
and  if  this  were  soon  and  well  done,  you  might  anti- 
cipate  others,  and  obtain  a  name  for  yourself,  and  for 
an  early  and  valued  performance." 

They  were  indeed  proceeding  with  ail  speed  to  carry 
Dr  Bell's  intentions  into  effect  at  Leith.  ^'  Your  books," 
writes  Dr  Russell  before  the  end  of  August,  "  are  now 
advertised,  because  the  trustées  at  St  Andrews  hâve  at 
length  written  to  the  magistrates  of  Leith  that  they  are 
to  hâve  a  share  of  your  grant.  Well,  we  hâve  already^ 
in  the  course  of  four  daye,  procured  an  élégant  school- 
room,  fitted  to  contain  200  children;  and  a  Madras 
school  will  be  opened  hère  on  the  Ist  of  October,  the 
day  the  usual  vacation  expires.     I  had  the  grammar 
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schoolmaster  with  me  yesterday  a  whole  liour,  makîng 
arrangements  for  the  adoption  of  your  System  in  that 
seminary;  and  on  Tuesday  next  I  meet  the  magls- 
tiates  and  heads  of  incorporations,  to  consult  about 
other  schools  in  both  parishes.  In  sbort,  so  far  from 
being  inactive  at  Leith,  we  bave  done  more  than  any 
other  town  in  order  to  realize  your  benevolent 
designs." 

They  were  now  in  want  of  a  master  for  their  prin- 
cipal school,  and  Dr  Bell  advised  Dr  Russell  to  apply 
to  Mr  Johnson,  (of  the  Central  school,)  who  recom- 
mended  an  able  young  man  of  the  name  of  Wyer,  who 
had  been  educated  there,  and  who  was  at  this  time 
assistant  in  the  grammar  school  at  Leicester.  This 
person  was  accordingly  appointed  to  the  situation. 

With  this  arrangement  Dr  Bell  was  well  satisfied. 
^^  Your  letter/'  he  writes  in  reply  to  one  from  Dr 
Russell,  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  several  schools  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  as  likely  to  corne  into 
their  hands,  and  unité*  with  them,  "  is  fuU  of  joyful 
news  and  goodly  prospects.  What  an  acquisition  to 
you  will  be  the  grammar  school — the  seaman's  friend — 
the  sessional  school — with  600  children,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
I  bail  your  beginning  ;  and  then  you  bave  your  good 
friends,  Oliver  and  Boyd,  in  Edinburgh.  Ail  looks 
well. 

"  Postpone  nothing — ^wait  for  nobody — trust  only 
to  yourselves.  Expect  no  good  resuit,  if  you  do  not 
yourselves  understand  ail,  and  see  to  the  exécution. 
You  hâve  but  one  safe  and  sure  guide — that  is,  the 
books  in  your  hands.  FoUow  them,  or  see  them  fol- 
lowed,  if  you  would  succeed. 

"  You  bave  books  to  compile  and  prépare,  &c.  &c. 


1 


454  LIFE  OF  DR  BELIm 

Who  havo  you  for  yonr  deputy  and  assistant?  He 
should  be  active,  intelligent,  and  an  enthusiast.  If  you 
hâve  such  a  one,  you  are  fortunate.  If  not,  I  know 
not  what  to  say  more,  than  that  I  ever  am,  &c. 

*'  P.  S. — What  a  field  is  before  you  !  Cultivate  it  and 
be  eminent." 

Meantime  an  unexpected  obstacle  had  arisen,  which 
threatened  to  stop  their  proceedings  at  Leith  ;  but 
which  fortunately  was  not  of  long  continuance. 

It  appears  that  there  is  one  member  of  the  town- 
council  of  Edinburgh,  named  by  the  Lord  Provost 
and  Magistrates^  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  the 
shore-dues  and  repairs  of  the  harbour^  and  who  is  called 
the  '^  Admirai  of  Leith/'  and,  as  such^  takes  rank  as 
chief  magîstrate.  The  gentleman  who  held  the  office 
for  the  présent  year,  (1831,)  having  heard  of  Dr  Bell's 
donation  to  Leith,  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr  Grâce, 
expressing  his  surprise  that  no  communication  had 
been  made  to  him  as  chief  magistrale  of  Leith^  and 
requesting  to  be  informed  what  measures  were  in  con- 
templation. 

This  was  foUowed,  soon  after,  by  a  second  letter,  in 
which  the  admirai  renewed  his  claim,  and  added — "  I 
feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  office  I  hold,  to  protest,  as  I 
now  do,  that  any  measures  that  hâve  been,  or  may  be, 
taken  in  the  administration  of  the  funds  gifted  to  Leith 
by  Dr  Bell,  to  my  exclusion,  are  and  shall  be  nugatory 
and  illégal,  as  contrary  to  the  tenus  of  the  deed." 

On  this  Dr  Russell  thus  remarks,  in  writing  to  inform 
Dr  Bell  of  what  had  occurred — '*  It  is  proper  you 
should  know,  that  we  hâve  no  objection  to  the  aid  and 
advice  of  a  gentleman  from  the  town-council  of  Edin- 
burgh  ;    for  we  will  do  nothing  that  might  not  be 
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cxamined  by  Joseph  Lancaster  himself,  if  lie  chose  to 
return  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  ;  but  if  the  admirai 
be  admitted  as  a  magistrate  of  Leith^  and  entitled  to 
a  Toice  in  managing  your  funds^  there  will  arise  a 
great  difficulty  as  to  the  transfer  of  the  stocks  and  the 
nature  of  the  trust  altogether.  By  an  Act  of  Parlia* 
ment  passed  in  the  year  1827,  it  is  enacted,  ^  That  the 
résident  magistrates  of  Leith,  and  masters  of  the  four 
incorporations  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  entitled  to 
hold  and  administer  ail  property  of  whatever  descrip- 
tion, heritable  or  moveable,  to  be  acquired  by  them 
for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town/  &c. 

''  By  this  act  the  résident  magistrates  and  masters  are 
incorporated,  and  can  hold  property  as  a  corporate 
body.  Hence  a  great  convenience  for  managing  yoiur 
funds  ;  for,  in  a  letter  received  from  the  Messrs  Coutts 
of  London,  wo  .are  informed  that  ^  a  transfer  of  stock 
can  be  made  to  a  body  incorporated  by  act  of  Par- 
liament  without  the  names  of  the  individuals  compo- 
sing  it  being  mentioned  ;  but  unless  the  body  is  so  in- 
corporated, the  transfer  must  be  made  into  individual 
names,  not  exceeding  four  in  number/ 

'^  If  the  admirai  be  admitted  as  a  magistrate  of  Leith, 
the  act  of  Parliament  becomes  nuU,  for  it  applies  solely 
to  the  résident  magistrates  and  masters  of  incorpo- 
rations; and  as  the  magistrates  are  changed  every 
year,  we  should  hâve  a  constant  change  of  names  in 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  should  hâve  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  managing  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  your 
trust. 

"  Permit  me,  then,  most  earnestly  and  respectfully, 
to  entreat  of  you  that  you  will  hâve  the  goodness  to 
Btate  in  a  letter  to  me,   that,  by  the  magistrates  of 
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Leith  in  your  deed,  you  meant  the  résident  magisfrateSf 
the  members  of  the  corporation  established  by  act  oi  Par- 
ment.  We  ail  know  your  intention,  and  the  error  in 
the  wording  arose  from  my  ignorance  that  the  Edio- 
burgh  admirai  claims  to  be  held  a  '  magistrate  of 
Leith.'  If  yoii  will  hâve  the  goodnes»  to  exprès»  jour 
intent  and  meaning,  I  hâve  no  doubt  of  prevailing  on 
the  provost  and  town-council  of  Edinburgh  to  vîth- 
draw  their  claim  to  hâve  any  share  in  the  management 
of  the  Leith  schools." 

On  receivîng  this  letter,  Dr  Bell  immediately  re- 
pUed  to  it  as  foUows  :— 

«^  Cheltenham,  October  14,  1831. 

*'  My  dear  Sir, 

"  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  llth  instant^ 
which  I  hâve  just  received,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that, 
in  my  donation  to  the  magistrates  of  Leith,  I  had  in 
contemplation  the  résident  magistrates  only.  Till  now 
I  hâve  not  heard  of  any  others,  nor,  if  I  had,  should  I 
hâve  extended  it  to  them.  In  my  gifts  to  Edinbirçh 
and  Leith,  it  was  my  intention  that  the  funds  should  be 
kept  independent  and  distinct,  and  that  neither  should 
interfère  in  any  way  with  the  other." 
^^  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly. 

«  A.  Bkll/' 

Dr  Russeirs  next  letter  informed  Dr  Bell  that  a  new 
admirai  had  just  come  into  office,  and  that  '^  he  had  act« 
ed  frankly  and  liberally,**  and  had  at  once  relinquished 
any  claim  to  be  considered  as  a  party  in  executing  the 
deed  at  Leith.  It  was,  however,  also  necessary  that  the 
provost  and  town-council  should  formally  renounce  the 
claim  that  had  been  made,  which  they  conscnted  to  do. 
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and  the  matter  was  satisfactorily  arranged  by  the  second 
-week  in  November. 

Another  letter  from  Dr  Russell  soon  afterwards,  con- 
tained  t>yo  documents  which  require  our  notice.  Thefirst 
of  thèse  was  in  the  form  of  a  letter  "  to  the  Trustées  of 
the  Theological  Institution  of  the  Episcopal  Commu- 
nion in  Scotland,"  which  he  begged  him  "  to  désire 
Davies  to  copy  on  a  separate  sheet  df  paper^  sign  it 
with  his  own  hand^  and  then  send  it  to  Bishop  Walker 
or  himself."     It  was  as  foUows  : — 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  In  furtherance  of  the  object  which  has  always 
been  dearest  to  my  heart^  the  éducation  of  youth,  I 
hâve  founded  and  endowed  a  lecture  in  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  to  be  called  '  The  Bell  Lecture  on  the 
Principles  of  Education.^  As  I  am  desirous  that  the 
said  lecture  should  be  attached  to  the  Theological  Insti- 
tution, of  which  you  are  the  trustées,  I  hereby  request 
that  you  will  take  it  under  your  charge,  and  consider 
my  lecturer  as  submitted  to  your  direction  and  superin- 
tendence,  so  far  as  to  realize  the  objects  which  I  hâve 
in  view  ;  namely — 

"  1 .  That  ten  lectures  shall  be  given  every  year  in 
the  lecture-room  of  your  institution,  on  the  principles 
of  éducation  generally,  and  on  those  of  the  Madras 
System  in  particular. 

"  2.  That  the  Révérend  Dr  Michael  Russell,  Epis- 
copal minister  at  Leith,  whom  I  hâve  appointed  my 
lecturer,  shall  be  admitted  by  you  in  that  capacity,  and 
accommodated  with  room  in  the  house  of  your  insti- 
tution, to  read  his  annual  lectures  to  such  persons  as 
you  may  think  proper  to  admit  under  the  name  of 
students. 
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*^  3.  That,  in  the  event  of  death,  résignation,  ar  dîs- 
mission,  I  invest  in  your  hands,  and  in  those  of  your 
siiccessors,  as  trustées  of  the  Theological  Institution, 
the  rîght  and  power  to  elect  and  appoint  a  successor  to 
the  office  of  lecturer,  in  ail  time  coming,  binding  him 
to  give  at  least  ten  lectures  every  year,  in  the  manner 
stated  above. 

"  4.  That  if  I  should  bequeath  a  sum  of  money  for 
prizes  to  the  students  attending  thèse  lectures,  who 
shall,  year  after  year,  write  the  best  essays  on  the  Madras 
System,  y  ou  will  hold  yourselves  bound  to  submit  the 
essays  so  written  to  compétent  judges,  who,  without 
knowing  the  names  of  the  authors,  shall  décide  according 
to  their  actual  merit,  without  partiality. — I  am,*'  &c. 

This  document  met  wîth  Dr  BelPs  entire  approval, 
and  lie  accordingly  at  once  put  his  signature  to  it. 

The  other  document  was  the  form  of  the  answer 
which  the  trustées  were  to  send  to  Dr  Bell  to  be  pre- 
Berved  among  his  papers,  and  which  had  been  drawn 
up  by  Dr  Russell  when  at  Cheltenham  in  the  pre- 
ceding  July.  This  Dr  Bell  also  approved  of,  and  it  was 
accordingly  sent  round  to  reçoive  the  signatures  of  the 
five  bishops  who  were  to  be  trustées  of  the  Bell  lecture. 

It  ran  thus  : — 


«  To  the  Rev.  Andrew  BeU,  D.D.  LL.D.,  Prebendary  of 
Westminster^  Sçc.  Sfc,  Sfc, 

"  Révérend  Sir, 

'*  We  the  undersigned,  being  bishops  of  the  Scot- 
tish  Episcopal  Communion,  and  trustées  of  the  Theo- 
logical Institution,  founded  in  Edinburgh  for  the  edu- 
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cation  of  divînîty  students  iinder  our  care,  having  had 
the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter,  dated  at  Cheltenham 
on  the  25th  of  November  of  this  current  year,  stating 
that  you  hâve  endowed  a  lecture  in  connexion  with 
the  said  institution^  of  which  the  object  is  to  explain 
the  principlea  of  the  Madras  System  of  Education^  do 
hereby  return  to  you  our  sincère  thanks  for  this  ex- 
pression of  your  confidence,  and  accept  the  superin- 
tendence  of  the  said  lecture,  for  ourselves  and  our 
successors  in  office. 

"  In  the  first  place,  we  approve  of  the  appointaient 
of  the  Rev.  Dr  Russell  at  Leith,  as  the  lecturer,  and  do 
hereby  bind  ourselves  to  allow  to  him,  and  his  succes- 
sors, elected  by  us  and  our  successors,  the  use  of  tho 
house  purchased  in  Edinburgh  for  the  Theological  In- 
stitution, for  the  purpose  of  delivering  therein  his  an- 
nual  course  of  lectures  on  the  principles  of  éducation, 
as  described  in  your  letter  above  mentioned. 

**  In  the  second  place,  we  hereby  bind  and  oblige  our- 
selves, and  our  successors  in  office,  as  trustées  of  the 
Theological  Institution,  to  provide  that  ten  lectures  at 
the  least  shall  be  given  every  year  by  your  lecturer  to 
ail  whom  we  think  proper  to  admit  under  the  name  of 
students  without  the  payment  of  any  fee. 

"  In  the  third  place,  we  bind  ourselves  to  submit  the 
prize  essays,  to  be  written  annually  by  the  students,  to 
compétent  judges,  who,  without  knowing  the  names  of 
the  authors,  shall  décide  according  to  their  actual  me- 
rits,  both  as  to  subject-matter  and  composition. 

"  We  further  bînd  and  oblige  ourselves  to  pay  to 
your  lecturer  annually  the  interest  of  the  principal  sum 
granted  by  you  for  the  endowment  of  the  lecture,  and 
also  to  pay  to  the  successful  authors  of  tho  prize  essays 
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the  severaJ  sums  wliich  you  hare  set  apart  for  that 
purpose. 

(Signed) 

"  Fraserburgh,  Dec.  3,  1831.    Alex.  Jollt,  bp.  of 
Moray. 

"  Peterhead,  Dec.  5,  1831.    Patk.  Torby,  bp.  of 
Dunkeld. 

*'  Aberdeen,  Dec.  7,  1831,  W.  Skinner,  D.D.,  bp. 
of  Aberdeen. 

''  Priory,  Pittenween,  Dec.  10, 1831.  David  Low, 
LL.D.,  bp.  of  Ross  and  Argyle. 

'*  Edinburgh,  Dec.  14, 1831.  James  Walker,  D.D., 
bp.  of  Edinburghy  &c. 

Thus  was  the  "  Bell  Lecture  **  fairly  established. 
But  the  doctor's  liberality  to  the  Theologîcal  Institu- 
tion did  not  stop  hère  j  for,  in  the  first  week  in  Janu- 
ary,  he  wrote  to  Bishop  WaJker,  informing  him  that 
he  had  desired  bis  bankers  "  to  remit  immediately  to 
Messrs  Forbes  and  Company,  Edinburgh,  the  sum  of 
£2000,  to  be  placed  by  them  to  the  account  of  the 
Rev.  Dr  James  Walker,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the 
Episcopal  communion  in  Scotland,  designated  bishops 
résident  at  Edinburgh."  ..."  This,**  he  con- 
tinued,  "  you  will  be  pleased  to  retain  in  your  safe 
custody,  subject  to  my  disposai;  or  failing  me,  to  yours 
and  that  of  your  successors  at  Edinburgh  ;  the  inte- 
rest  of  one  half  to  go  to  your  Theological  Institution, 
annually  as  before  ;  and  the  interest  of  the  other  half, 
annually,  to  prizes  for  the  best  Ludus  Literarius. — 
(See  Letters  to  Sir  John  Sinclair.) 

"  Be  pleased  to  write  at  once.  Not  a  moment  for 
consultation,  or  délibération,  or  questions. 
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"  Give  me  not  more  than  three  Unes  to  write  ;  for 
nothing  can  be  written  except  what  I  write  to  be 
copied  by  my  amanuensis. 

*'  I  am  with  great  respect  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

''  A.  Bell. 

''  P.  S.— My  friend,  the  Rev,  Dr  Russell  of  Leith, 
will  be  of  great  use  in  future  expknations," 

Bishop  Walker's  reply  to  this  letter  does  not  ap- 
pear  ;  but  it  would  seem  from  a  subséquent  letter  of 
his,  that  he  had  not  clearly  understood  the  doctor's 
intentions,  who,  in  conséquence,  wrote  to  him  again, 
more  clearly  explaining  tbem. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Dr  Russell  writes  to  Dr  Bell 
concerning  the  "  Bell  Lecture/*  which  vras  on  the  point 
of  being  opened  ;  and  after  informing  him  that  he  was 
going  to  bestow,  from  the  interest  of  the  £1000  which 
had  been  previously  sent,  two  prizes,  one  of  £6,  and 
one  of  £4,  either  in  money  or  books,  for  the  best  and 
second  best  essays  on  the  subject  of  the  lectures,  he 
continued — '*  As  to  the  funds  which  you  bave  lately 
sent,  you  may  rely  upon  the  prudence  and  fidelity  of 
your  trustée^  in  fulfilUng  ail  your  wishes  and  inten- 
tions. They  are  good  men,  and  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  éducation  and  moral  discipline,  and  will  not  neglect 
the  important  charge  which  you  hâve  confided  to 
them.  At  présent  they  havo  nothing  in  their  power  ; 
but  in  a  short  time  your  endowment  yriSL/ructi/y^  and 
enable  them  to  supply  means  for  accomplishing  yoiir 
benevolent  and  patriotic  ends." 
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CHAPTER  LIX. 


Correspondence  btftween  Dr  GîUespie,  Dr  Bell,  and  die  Si  Andrews 

Trustées. 


We  must  now  retum  to  Dr  Gillespie^  to  whom^  ît  will 
be  remembered,  a  document  was  given  by  Dr  Bell,  on 
his  leaving  Gheltenbam,  nominating  him  au  extraordi- 
nary  visiter,  &c.,  of  the  Madras  Collège.  On  his  arrÎTal 
at  St  Andrews,  he  at  onoe  called  upon  Dr  Haldane, 
who  did  not  then  look  at  the  papers  which  he  l^d 
before  him,  but  recommended  him  to  forward  tbem  to 
the  proYOSt  with  a  représentation.  This  he  accord- 
ingly  did  ;  and  addressed  the  foUowing  letter  to  '^  The 
Provost  of  St  Andrews,  and  the  other  Trustées  \mder 
DrJBell'sbequest:" — 

«  St  Andrew»,  28th  October  1831. 

^'  Gentlemen, 

"  I  submit  to  you  the  foUowing  papers  : — 

"  JNo.  1.  Being  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell,  dated  20th 
September;  forming  my  authority  for  yisiting  Chel- 
tenham,  which  I  did  in  two  days  after  the  receipt  of 
the  letter. 

*'  No.  2.  Being  a  paper  which  will  explain  itself. 

"  No.  8.  My  instructions,  which  were  literally  cwn- 
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plied  with  at  great  personal  inconvenience  ;  but  with 
success,  as  is  testified  in  No.  4. 

"  No.  5.  A  letter  from  Dr  Bell,  of  récent  date. 
"  No.  6.  A  letter  of  a  more  early  date,  explaining 
the  grounds  probably  of  my  eall  to  Gheltenham. 
"  No.  7.  Another  letter  of  a  similar  character. 
"Now,  gentlemen,  trustées  of  the  Rev.  Dr  BelPs 
bequest,  may  I  be  permitted  shortly  to  state  my  opin- 
ion of  the  case  before  you. 

"  Without  entering  at  ail  upon  the  somewhat  déli- 
cate question,  whether  or  not,  in  consistency  with  the 
deed  under  which  you  act,  you  could  with  safety  dis- 
pose of  the  funds  at  Dr  fieil's  suggestion  merely,  I 
think  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  a  libéral,  if  not  in 
a  literal,  interprétation  of  the  deed,  (which  I  hâve  seen,) 
you  at  least  as  trustées  hâve  the  power  in  your  own 
name,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  any  one,  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  judged  most  conducive  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  institution,  over  which,  as  trustées,  you 
are  nominated  to  préside. 

''New,  if  you  conçoive  that  an  infant  institution, 
such  as  that  at  St  Andrews,  and  of  so  peculiar  and 
intricate  a  character  in  its  détails,  requires  a  person 
who  has  undergone  such  a  préviens  course  of  study 
and  discipline  as  I  hâve,  and  who  withal  bas  studied 
and  recommended,  in  varions  publications,  the  System 
for  twenty  years  past,  and  who  besides  comes  so  highly 
recommended  by  the  very  founder  of  the  System  itself — 
if  you  consider  that  a  person  of  this  character  is  neces- 
sary  to  the  original  establishment  and  initiation  of 
your  schools,  then  I  hope  you  will  not  judge  me  vexa- 
tions or  presumptuous  in  soliciting  yoor  patronage  on 
the  présent  occasion.     My  office,  you  will  observe,  of 
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spécial  vîsitor,  inspector,  and  Madras  historian^  in  no 
degree  interfères  with  the  power  and  patronage  of  the 
trustées,  or  with  the  office  of  the  several  teachers.  It 
îs  an  office  solely  of  observation  and  report,  and  is 
meant  merely  to  secure  an  habituai  adhérence  to  the 
manuals  of  Dr  Bell,  which  are  so  frequently  and  so 
improperly  departed  from. 

^'  You  yourselves  are  the  court  to  which  my  report 
is  made,  and  you  will  then  act  as  you  see  cause. 

"  I  need  not  urge  more  interested  motives  upon  those 
who  are  most  friendly,  and  hâve  ever  been,  to  me  and 
mine  ;  nor  need  I  say  that  it  requires  only  such  an 
appointment  as  this,  to  préserve  me  in  that  position  of 
Society  which  I  ougbt  officially  to  occupy. 

"  Hopîng  therefore,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  devise 
some  method  of  complying  with  Dr  Bell's  most  eamest 
request  in  this  matter,  I  hâve  the  honour  to  remain,"  &c. 

No  immédiate  reply  was  retumed  to  this  letter  ;  but 
Dr  Gillespie  was  informed  by  Mr  Grâce,  that  he  was 
instructed  by  the  trustées  to  eay,  that  Provost  Haîg  had 
laid  before  them  his  letter  and  the  accompanying  papers, 
and  that,  after  mature  considération,  they  deemed  it 
necessary  to  communicate  directly  with  Dr  Bell  upon 
the  important  subject  to  which  they  had  référence, 

They  accordingly  addressed  the  foUowing  letter  to 
Dr  Bell:— 

'*  St  Andrews,  October  81,  I83L 

*'  Révérend  and  dear  Sir, 

"  The  documents  and  instructions,  of  which  Dr 
Gillespie  was  the  bearer,  were  laid  before  us,  and  we 
proceeded  to  read  them  with  the  most  respectful  atten- 
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tîon,  and  thereafter  to  deliberate  on  the  propositions 
therein  contained^  with  the  care  and  anxiety  which 
their  great  importance  demanded.  It  appears  to  us, 
that  there  are  grave  and  weighty  considérations  which, 
however  to  be  regretted  as  interfering  with  yoiir  bene- 
volent  intentions  towards  Dr  Gillespie,  it  is  impossible 
that  you,  as  a  man  of  business,  and  versed  in  the 
world's  afiairs,  must  not  profoundly  appreclate.  In 
the  fîrst  place,  it  is  essential  to  the  permanent  exist- 
ence of  the  Madras  collège  that  the  trust-deed,  so  de- 
liberately  considered  and  carefuUy  matured,  should 
be  maintained  inviolate  in  ail  its  articles  and  provi- 
sions. The  charter  of  the  institution,  and  justly  to  be 
regarded  as  a  legacy  of  the  illustrions  founder's  mind,  it 
ought  not  to  be  tampered  with  ;  no,  not  even  in  appear- 
ance.  Any  attempt  of  the  sort,  even  in  the  way  of  im- 
provement,  must  in  the  end  be  mischievous,  sinco  it 
will  shake  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  prudence 
and  wisdom  of  arrangements  which  will  seem  to  hâve 
no  character  of  stability,  and  to  hâve  been  from  the 
first  ill  contrived  and  hastily  digested  ;  nor,  bad  as  this 
must  be  allowed  to  be,  is  it  the  worst  conséquence  that 
will  foUow  ;  for  the  example  of  déviation  from  the  juro- 
visions  of  the  deed,  will  too  probably  be  dcaxfv»  înto 
précèdent,  and  a  floodgate  will  thus  be  opeued  in  fu- 
ture times  for  gross  and  shamefid  malversation*  Obsta 
principiisj  it  is  only  by  checking  incipient  ^1  under 
a  specious  disguise,  that  we  can  arrest  the  progress  of 
corruption  and  decay. 

'^  There  is  perhaps  besides,  in  the  proposed  appoint- 
ments,  a  seeming  indelicacy  towards  the  distinguished 
Buperintendents  provided  by  the  trust-deed,  and  who 
hâve  ail  intimated  their  acceptance  of  the  office  ;  but 
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vre  attach  no  value  whatever  to  thls  objection,  wliîch 
in  îtself  indeed  is  comparatively  trivial. 

**  The  observations  now  made  apply  with  tenfold  force 
to  the  nomination  of  a  spécial  visiter.  It  will  disturb 
tbat  unity  of  action,  which  is  indispensable  to  the  snc- 
cess  of  every  undertaking;  more  especially  of  an  un- 
dertaking  which  proposes,  like  yours,  the  moral  and 
intellectual  régénération  of  the  world.  Like  the  warden- 
ship  of  the  London  university,  which  seems  indeed  to 
be  its  prototype,  it  will  lead  to  disunion  and  disorgani- 
zation,  and  thence  ^ctVi  descensu  to  a  violent  disso- 
lution; it  will  establish  an  imperium  in  imperio^ 
always  an  evil,  but  both  an  evil  and  an  inconsistency 
under  a  System,  which  professes  to  reduce  into  order 
the  most  discordant  éléments  of  intellectual  and  mond 
power,  by  the  simplicity  and  oneness  of  its  animating 
principle;  and,  to  crown  ail,  it  will  set  an  example 
of  a  needless  and  prodigal  waste  of  the  tnist-funds 
upon  a  useless  and  superfluous  office.  We  hâve  no 
hésitation  in  so  characterizing  the  office,  because  the 
founder  of  the  collège  himself,  after  revolving  the 
subject  anxiously  in  his  mind,  and  viewing  it  under 
every  possible  aspect,  came  to  that  conclusion^  and 
finally  and  deliberately  discarded  the  office  from  the 
deed,  as  one  that  must  sooner  or  later  bave  degenerated 
into  a  job.  For,  once  created,  what  man  who  knows 
the  world  would  guarantee  that  it  will  be  soon,  or  even 
that  it  will  be  ever  extinguished  ?  thèse  weeds  toc  na^ 
turally  rush  up  and  flourish  even  in  the  best  soîls.  So 
strongly  impressed  are  we  with  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  we  hâve  almost  beeii  ready  to  surmise  that 
you  bave  wished  to  try  our  fidelity,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  you  had  sclected  men  who  were  aware  of  tlio 
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importance  of  the  trust  they  held,  and  the  correspond- 
îng  greatness  of  responsibility  it  imposes.  We  Lave 
no  doubt,  that  as  historiographer  to  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem in  gênerai^  or  in  some  otlier  capacîty,  you  wîU  be 
able  to  avail  yoursolf  of  Dr  Gîlïespie's  talents  and  zeal, 
with  a  view  to  the  ftittherance  of  the  great  cause  în 
which  you  are  engaged,  and  for  whlch,  as  you  justly 
and  emphatically  say,  you  hâve  lived  ;  while  we  in  our 
sphère  cannot  more  effectually  second  your  purposes 
than  by  adhering  religiously  to  the  very  letter  of  the 
deed.  In  short^  the  course  of  our  duty  is  plain  and 
obvions^  and  we  are  determined  faithfuUy  to  foUow  it  ; 
it  is  simply  to  take  your  trust-deed  as  the  guide  of 
our  own  measures^  and  to  prescribe  your  manual  as 
the  rule  of  scholastic  instruction  and  discipHne  to  the 
teachers  of  the  Madras  collège  ;  beîng  fully  persuaded, 
that  in  the  spirit  of  that  practical  wisdom  wliich  con- 
ducted  you  to  your  grand  discovery,  you  will  look  to 
measures  and  not  to  men. 

'^  With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  we  are,  révé- 
rend and  dear  sir,  your  moet  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants, 

"  William  Haig. 

^  ROBKBT  HaLDAME. 

*'  Geo.  Buist. 

"  And,  Alexander." 

To  this  letter  Dr  BeU  returned  the  foUowing  an- 
Bwer  : — 

**  To  Wn-LiAM  Haio,  J&j.,  Provost  of  Si  Andrews^  the  Rev. 
Drs  Robert  Haldane  and  George  Buist,  First  and  Se- 
condMtnùters ofthat  City^  and  Andrew  Alexandbr,  A.  M. y 
Frofessor  of  Greek  there  ;  and  ail  whom  it  may  concem. 
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^  LindBay  Cottage,  Cheltenham,  November  9,  1831. 

«  Sirs, 

"  Medîtatîng  with  intense  înterest  on  the  subject^ 
whlch  involves  the  paramount  iisefulness  of  the  Madras 
collège,  and  of  my  benefactîons  to  the  city  of  St  An- 
drews; and  considering  the  length  of  time  that  my 
endowment  has  lain  îdle,  I  hâve  adopted  the  résolution 
of  making  my  reflections,  sentiments,  and  opinions  more 
fully  known  to  ail  who  are  concerned  (and  who  is  not 
«oticerned?)  in  the  happiness  and  improvement  of 
children,  by  means  infinitely  more  powerful  than  prao- 
ticable  by  any  other  than  the  Madras  System  of  Edu- 
cation. 

***  Sélections  from  Fragments  ofindiçested  and  scattered  Notes  and  Mémo- 
randa,  which^  with  additions^  I  loouMrender  caxnlabh  to  the  Trustées  and 
Managers  of  the  Madras  CoBege,  and  of  the  Schoois  at  St  Andrews, 
tmd  eventuaify  of  other  Semmaries  on  my  Endawments  m  the  Bortmghs^ 
^.,  ofScodand,  j-c. 

"  Upwards  of  five  months  ago  I  forewamed  a  trus- 
tee  of  the  Madras  collège  (whose  heart,  I  believe,  îs  in 
the  cause  of  good  éducation,  and  by  conséquence  of  the 
Madras  System  calculated  to  ensure  the  happiness  and 
improvement  of  children  beyond  what  can  be  effectod 
by  any  other  means)  of  the  fréquent  failures,  delays, 
and  mishaps  in  architectural  undertakings  in  the  hands 
of  public  bodies.  I  concluded  my  letter  with  thèse 
words-— *  Tou  know  ail  this^  but  you  will  do  like* 
wise.' 

^'  In  a  snbsequent  letter  I  yîelded,  for  the  moment,  to 
représentations  which  it  was  too  late  for  me  to  reaist. 

'^  I  hâve  a  late  letter  from  your  agent,  dated  22d 
October,  in  which  it  is  said — '  Since  I  last  wrote  you,  I 
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have  received  a  letter  from  Mr  Buro,  architect,  witli  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  building  the  Ma- 
dras collège,  accordîng  to  the  plan  previowsly  submitted 
by  hîm  ;  but  as  the  amount  very  considerably  exceeds 
the  sum  which  they  (the  trustées)  would  wish  to  appro- 
priate  to  buildings,  they  hâve  instructed  hiin  to  restrict 
the  plan  to  one  story,  sa  as  to  hâve  ail  the  class-rooms 
on  one  floor,  and  save  considerably  that  expense.  So 
soon  as  he  amends  the  plan  in  this  manner,  and  fur« 
nishes  an  estimate  of  its  cost,  I  will  write  you/ 

"  No  notice  is  taken  of  the  size,  nor  dimensions,  nor 
number  of  the  buildings  and  rooms  ;  nor  is  there  any 
référence  to.  a  former  plan  ;  nor  is  there  any  mention 
made  of  the  amount  of  Mr  Bum's  estimate,  nor  of  the 
sum  you  propose  to  appropriate  to  building  ;  nor  indeed 
of  any  thing  which  can  enable  me  to  judge,  or  offer  an. 
opinion. 

'^  Such  réticence  is  no  less  remarkable  in  many  othe^ 
instances. 

*'  Q.  Will  an  édifice  of  one  story  be  much  more  eoo-» 
nomical  or  convenient  than  two,  which  in  many  cases 
is  preferred,  even  where  small  sums  are  allotted  to 
building  ?  And  will  such  an  édifice  harmonize  with  tUe 
Black  Friars*  chapel,  and  form  a  suitable  termination 
to  the  new  street  which  was  proposed  and  agreed  to  be 
built? 

"  If  necessary  to  a  plan  so  désirable  and  fitting  for 
the  Madras  collège,  might  not  the  accumulated  fiinds, 
above  what  was  contemplated,  be  applied  thereto  ? 

'^  Such  buildings  will,  it  is  hoped^  be  permanent,  and 
outlast  the  builders. 

^'  Apprehensive  of  its  being  too  late,  or  in  vain,  to 
enquire  at  headquarters,  I  wrote  to  Mr  Bum  for  infor* 
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mation  as  to  the  plan  and  cost,  and  to  the  préférence 
given  to  one  story  instead  of  two,  and  at  once  receired 
a  satisfactory  answer,  whîch  relieved  me  from  the  state 
of  suspense  in  which  I  had  been  kept. 

^'  It  is  also  observable  that  it  was  not  told  me  to 
what  places  your  masters  went  for  instruction,  in  regard 
to  which  I  might  hâve  given  you  practical  and  usefîil 
information. 

"  Nor  is  there  any  allusion  to  the  first-fruits  of  the 
Madras  System  in  your  English  and  Latin  schools; 
thoùgh  it  might  be  presumed  that  it  would  hâve  been 
too  late  if  you  waited  matured  results  for  any  useful 
purpose  on  my  part. 

"  Nor  do  I  hear  of  any  consultation  with,  or  référ- 
ence to^  the  patrons  and  visitors. 

'*  It  is  also  remarkable  that  a  secondary  improvement 
in  the  city,  such  as  a  more  abundant  supply  of  water, 
which  might  in  time  hâve  been  found  eligible^  bas  had 
the  préférence  of  the  primary  and  indispensable  oblig^l- 
tions  of  moral  and  religions  improvement  ;  and  that  the 
supply  of  water  was  set  about  with  the  utmost  precîpî- 
tancy^  without  giving  me  notice^  or  asking  my  opinion 
or  consent  to  postpone  primary  to  secondary  improve- 
ments. 

'^  Is  it  true  that  this  took  place  on  the  eve  of  an 
élection,  and  obtained  the  unanimous  re-election  of 
Provost  Haig  ? 

**  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  inhabitants,  which  this 
seems  to  bave  been  meant  to  gratify,  (but  whom,  in  the 
first  instance,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  please,  but  on 
whom  and  future  citizens  I  would  confer  inestimable 
blessings,)  were  called  upon  to  contribute  a  share  of  the 
oost — a  measure  which,  with  other  adyantages,  might 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  471 

liave  conduced  to  economy,  &c.,  not  that  as  a  second- 
ary  împrovemeiit,  and  in  its  turn  and  time,  I  would 
object  to  a  fresh  supply  of  water. 

^^  This  will  remind  yoii  that,  at  Lindsay  cottage,  Dr 
Haldane,  on  the  one  hand,  in  the  présence  of  Mr  Haig, 
proposed  to  render  liim  perpétuai  trustée;  and  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  Provost  Haig  objected  to  the  condition 
of  moral  and  religions  improvement  in  the  city,  as 
împlying  a  want  of  confidence,  &c.  My  answer  was, 
that  this  was  ail  in  ail  with  me,  and  the  indispensable 
condition  to  which  alone  I  would  assent,  or  words  to 
that  efiect. 

"  As  St  Andrews  îs  intended  for  the  headquarters  of 
the  Madras  System  in  Scotland,  and  to  exhibit,  as  far 
as  may  be,  a  perfect  model  thereof,  great  benefit  may 
be  derived  from  enlarging  the  field  of  opérations  in  the 
city,  in  conformity  with  my  purpose,  and  from  giving 
fuU  scopo  to  a  gênerons  compétition  for  moral  and  reli- 
gions instruction,  without  which  your  collège  school 
may  not  rise  to  that  pre-eminence,  with  a  view  to  which 
it  is  so  richly  endowed  ;  and  yet  it  seems  as  if  a  mono- 
poly  of  éducation  was  likely  to  take  place  there,  and 
that  no  encouragement  or  support  was  to  be  given  to 
the  existing  schools  in  the  town  ;  whereas  it  is  my  ear- 
nest  wish  and  réquisition  that  this  be  immediately  given, 
according  to  the  terms  and  purport  of  the  endowment, 
to  such  schools  in  the  city  as  hâve  adopted  or  shall 
fidopt  the  Madras  System  ;  and  that  comparative  trials 
be  made  of  the  respective  talents  and  qualifications  of 
the  preceptors,  maie  and  female,  and  of  the  proficiency 
of  the  junior  and  lower  classes,  and  that  rewards  be 
given  to  the  most  mériterions  candidates. 
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*^  It  is  quite  clear  that  ît  was  not  my  intention  that 
•uch  large  funds  should  lie  idle,  or  that  any  work  in 
tho  city  should  go  before  moral  and  religions  improTO- 
ment. 

"  There  can  be  no  danger  of  thèse  schools  interfering 
with  the  Madras  collège,  (which  is  munificently  en- 
dowed  with  so  many  immunities,)  otherwise  than  as  a 
désirable,  and  may  be  necessary,  inducement  and  sti- 
mulus to  earnestness,  diligence,  and  exertion,  and  to 
prevent  its  becoming  inefficient  in  the  hands  of  incom- 
pétent or  indolent  masters,  as  has  happened  on  former 
occasions. 

"  In  particular  let  Miss  Hcdger,  as  I  hâve  often  re- 
quested,  be  allowed  to  retain  such  scholars  as  are  dési- 
rons of  remaining  with,  and  are  useful  to  her,  as  moni- 
tors,  teachers,  or  otherwise,  in  the  Infant  school,  beyond 
the  âge  at  first  prescribed  to  her — a  restriction  that 
may  prevent  her  from  exhibiting  that  exemplar  which 
may  be  generally  serviceable. 

*'  It  is  well  worth  ascertaining,  by  fair  experiment, 
how  much  a  mistress  can  effect  by  féminine  adroitness 
and  kindliness  in  the  lower  classes  of  our  schools  ;  and 
how  eligible  it  may  be  to  employ  a  female  or  females  in 
the  junior  classes  of  the  Madras  collège,  under  the 
superintendence  of  lady  visitors,  whose  heart  is  in  their 
work,  and  who  proceed  straightforward,  according  to 
the  instructions  with  which  they  are  furnished. 

"  Of  great  importance  is  the  compilation  and  publi- 
cation, which  I  hâve  so  earnestly  insisted  on,  of  a  séries 
of  elementary  books  ;  but  I  do  not  observe  that  you 
hâve  paid  any  attention  to  my  représentations,  or  even 
printed  and  circulated,  for  the  use  of  schools  and  fami- 
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lies,  the  halfpenny  primer,  on  whîcli  I  lay  so  mucli 
stress  for  beginners,  as  descrîbed  in  my  Manual  1831, 
intended  for  yonr  text-book  and  guidance. 

"  I  ara  much  grieved  also  to  remark  tbat  my  repeated 
réquisitions  to  employ,  when  ît  mîght  bave  been  of 
great  beneiit  to  my  views,  an  additional  clerk  or  assis  « 
tant  to  Mr  Grâce,  (on  wbom  a  task  was  imposed  which 
conld  not  be  performed  by  one  overloaded  with  busi- 
ness,) to  save  y  ou  trouble  and  to  carry  on  your  corre- 
Bpondenee.  I  again  advert  to  this  point,  because  your 
letters  are  barren  of  almost  ail  sucb  information  as  I 
sought  for,  and  as  might  bave  enabled  me,  if  afforded 
to  me  in  time,  by  my  expérience,  to  be  serviceable  to 
you  in  your  functions  and  to  the  cause  which  I  bave 
devolved  on  you. 

"  There  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  différence  of 
opinion  between  the  trustées  and  me,  in  regard  to  my 
request  that  you  would  pay  a  debt  of  £100  due  to  Dr 
Gillespie  for  his  valuable  services  to  the  Madras  col- 
lège on  the  plan  and  building  ;  and  your  proposai  to 
charge  this  sum  on  gênerai  funds  with  which  it  bas  no 
possible  connexion,  and  to  clog  the  payment  with  con- 
ditions to  which  I  could,  on  no  account,  assent.  But 
this  can  only  be  fuUy  understood  by  referring  to  my 
letters  of  August  17  and  25,  and  y  ours  of  August  20 
and  28. 

^'  In  considération  of  circumstances  well  known,  and 
of  ail  that  bas  passed,  it  is  thought  that  there  is  a  légal 
and  équitable  claim,  as  well  as  a  moral  and  religions 
obligation,  on  the  trustées  to  foUow  my  instructions  as 
to  the  mode  of  carrying  my  designs  into  effect  during 
my  life,  though  the  réservation  was  inadvertently,  on 
my  part,  omitted  in  the  indenture,  owing,  among  other 
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causes,  to  Provost  Haîg  and  Dr  Haldane  not  having 
broiight  a  draft  with  them  to  Cheltenham,  whîch  I  had 
repeatedly  requested  in  preceding  letters,  by  reason 
that  I  could  not  hâve  it  prepared  hère,  and  the  consé- 
quent excitement  and  agitation  in  which  I  was  kept;  so 
that  at  the  last  reading  of  the  indenture,  which  they 
had  concocted  in  London,  I  was  worn  out  so  as  to  be 
overtaken  with  sleep,  and  awakened  oftener  than  once 
by  my  servant.  Of  course  I  said  I  could  not,  in  such 
a  hurry  and  state,  form  a  correct  judgment,  but  would 
subscribe  in  confidence,  as  they  were  going  ofiF  next 
morning,  or  such  words. 

"  It  having  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  the  inscrutable 
decrees  of  his  Providence,  to  spare  my  Ufe  contrary  to 
ail  expectation,  I  hâve  witnessed  the  delays  which  bave 
taken  place  in  the  prosecution  of  my  designs,  and  to 
which  there  seems  little  prospect  of  a  speedy  termina- 
tion  ;  and  I  feel  it  imperative  on  me,  in  order  to  do 
justice  to  you  and  to  myself,  and  to  the  cause  in  whîch 
we  are  engaged,  to  request  you  to  publish  ail  the  let- 
ters  which  bave  passed  between  us,  including  those  of 
your  agent,  Mr  Bam,  &c.  Because,  though  my  hasty 
and  indigested  productions  claim  every  indulgence  for 
incongruities  and  mistakes,  they  alone  can  now  démon- 
strate  the  uniform  ténor  of  my  purpose,  and  furnish  a 
due  for  the  guidance  of  those  who  would  follow  up  the 
work  whîch  I  bave  devolved  on  them,  and  to  which 
they  stand  pledged. 

"  I  must  repeat  and  înslst  that  the  fundamental  and 
indispensable  object  of  the  Madras  collège  is  to  produce 
a  perfect  model  of  a  Latin  and  English  school,  such 
as  perhaps,  in  the  infancy  of  the  Madras  System,  does 
not  exist,  and  which  the  observance  of  the  Madras  ma- 
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niials  (the  strict  observance  of  whîch  is  so  rarely  to  bo 
found)  can  alone  ensure. 

"  I  cannot  too  often  repeat,  that  the  elementary 
schools,  on  which  ail  others  dépend,  are  properly  the 
only  intégral  parts  of  the  endowment  ;  and  that  the 
hîgher  branches  of  study  are  as  excrescences,  growing 
ont  of  the  exubérance  of  the  funds  ;  and  therefore  I 
would  hâve  ail  precedençe  and  préférence  given  in 
regard  to  the  English  and  Grammar  schools,  and  that 
ail  possible  diligence  be  exerted  in  putting  them  in 
perfect  order  and  eflSciency  ;  and  to  ensure  the  united 
co-operation  of  ail  to  tins  end,  I  would  hâve  no  salaries 
paid  to  any  of  the  professors  or  masters  of  the  Collège 
ivhen  the  English  and  Grammar  schools  are  not  in  due 
progression, 

"  Most  especially  I  request  and  require,  with  the 
utmost  earnestness,  and  with  ail  the  authority  which 
in  right  and  reason  I  possess,  that  the  trustées  of  the 
Madras  collège  submit  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  the  légal  guardians  of  éduca- 
tion in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  publish 
in  an  Edinburgh  newspaper,  an  account  of  the  amount 
of  funds  transferred  by  me  to  them,  with  the  dividends 
originally  due  and  accumulated,  and  of  the  expenditure 
thereof,  and  of  the  buildings  erected,  or  to  be  erected, 
by  them  for  that  collège  ;  and  also  annual  reports  of 
their  schools,  the  number  of  students  and  scholars  in 
each,  their  progress  and  présent  state,  and  ail  requisite 
information  connected  therewith. 

'*  This  réquisition  I  now  repeat  and  enjoin,  9th 
November  1831,  with  the  utmost  solemnity  and  ear- 
nestness suited  to  my  expectation  of  an  early  termi- 
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nation  of  my  mental  labours,  from  which  I  bave  had 
no  rest  to  this  hour. 

^^  The  same  injunction  I  désire  to  inculcate  on  ail 
the  trustées,  managers,  and  visitors  of  Madras  schools 
on  my  endowments  in  Scotland — an  injunction  con- 
formable  with  the  law. 

"  A.  Bell. 

(jTo  be  continued.^ 

"  WiLLiAH  HuTCHiNsoN,  Lîeut.- General,  K.  C.  H., 

^itness.. 
"  John  Allen,  Gent.,  Gambray  Street,  Cheltenham, 

witness." 

Immediately  on  receiving  this  letter,  Provost  Haig 
wrote  to  Dr  Bell  as  follows  : — 

'«  Si  Andrews»  12th  Not.  1831. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

''  I  hâve  this  day  received  the  letter  you  bave 
sent  to  your  Madras  Trustées,  of  date  tbe  i^th  instant  ; 
and  it  bas  been  perused  by  them  with  that  attention 
and  respect  which  is  due  to  every  communication  from 
tbe  Founder  of  the  Madras  Collège.  The  subject  is  so 
very  important,  that  they  must  request  your  indulgence 
for  a  day  or  two,  before  they  make  a  reply  to  it.  As, 
however,  there  is  one  part  of  this  letter  which  demands 
a  more  particular  reply  from  me,  as  it  contains  what  I 
cannot  avoid  considering  as  a  personal  reflection,  I  do 
not  wish  to  permit  a  single  post  to  départ  without 
answering  it.  You  say,  that  '  a  secondary  improvement 
in  the  city,  such  as  a  more  abundant  supply  of  water, 
which  might  in  time  bave  been  eligible,  bas  had  the 
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préférence  of  the  primary  and  indispensable  obligations 
of  moral  and  religions  improvement.  Is  it  true  that 
tliis  took  place  on  the  eve  of  an  élection,  and  obtained 
the  unanimous  re-election  of  Frovost  Haîg  ?  '  It  ap- 
pears  to  me,  that  some  person  has  endeavoured  to 
make  you  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  your  trus- 
tées, more  particularly  wîth  mine. 

*'  You  will  recoUect  that,  when  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeîng  you  at  Cheltenham,  you  repeatedly  men- 
tioned  your  désire  that  this  city  should  get  a  supply  of 
water.  Even  before  our  arrivai 'at  Cheltenham  you  men- 
tioned  the  same  to  jour  sister.  Miss  Bell,  and  asked 
her  if  she  could  give  you  any  idea  what  the  probable 
expense  would  be.  I  may  add  that,  after  my  return 
to  St  Andrews,  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  sûbject,  and 
asked  your  consent  to  allow  ûs  to  obtain  an  immédiate 
supply  of  water  for  the  city  ;  afnd  your  answer  was 
approving  of  the  same,  provided  it  could  be  obtained 
without  interfering  with  the  other  objects  you  had  in 
view — viz.  the  religions  and  moral  improvement  of  this 
place.  I  may  hère  observe,  that  we  hâve  not  been 
forgetful  of  your  primary  object.  We  hâve  given  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  religions 
books  and  tracts  for  the  St  Andrews  religions  library  ; 
and  we  are  doing  every  thing  we  can  to  encourage  the 
Sunday  evening  schools. 

**  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  some  pei*sons  must  hâve 
given  you  false  information,  in  order  to  serve  some  end 
of  their  owu.  It  is  true  that  I  was  unanimously  re-elect- 
ed  provost  of  St  Andrews  at  the  last  élection  of  magis^ 
trates  ;  but  this  was  not  owing  to  any  popularity  I 
might  hâve  obtained  from  my  endeavours  to  procure  a 
supply  of  water  for  the  city,  which  I  think  is  an  article 


478  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

of  the  very  first  necessîty,  I  hâve  been  elected  în  the 
same  way  to  this  office  for  thèse  ten  precedîng  years — 
always  iinanimously  ;  and  I  am  proud  of  having  it  in 
my  power  to  say,  that  my  conduct  în  that  office  has 
given  satisfaction  to  the  whole  inhabitanis  of  St  An- 
drews— ^to  ail  except  a  few  red-hot  Reformers,  who 
hâve  taken  offence  at  my  not  being  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking  as  they  are,  and  who,  by  their  violent,  inflam- 
matory  speeches,  incited  a  mob,  consistîng  of  a  parcel  of 
the  lowest  blackguards,  to  break  some  ofmy  Windows last 
spring.  I  beg  to  say  that  I  never  fîngered  a  shilling  of 
your  money,  nor  did  I  ever  make  use  of  it  in  any  way 
to  serve  a  political  purpose.  In  fact,  at  this  moment 
there  has  not  been  one  penny  of  it  laid  ont  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  an  additional  supply  of  water, 
although  the  necessity  for  it  is  now  much  increased  on 
account  of  the  dreaded  choiera,  and  every  welUwisher 
to  St  Andrews  must  désire  to  see  the  water  brought 
in  as  soon  as  possible.  I  may  fiirther  say,  that  I  havo 
no  Personal  end  in  view,  in  either  being  provost  of  St 
Andrews  or  one  of  your  trustées  ;  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  that,  next  year,  I  will  be  able  to  retire  froni 
both,  I  am  hopeful  with  honour  to  myself,  and  clean 
hands.  I  may  say  with  truth,  that  I  hâve  ever  been 
anxious  that  your  most  magnificent  donation  to  your 
native  city  should  be  applied  in  the  way  you  originally 
contemplated  and  ordered.  I  would  be  sorry  to  seo 
any  part  of  it  directed  to  any  other  purpose  whatever  ; 
and  when  you  think  more  of  it,  I  am  convinced  that 
your  intelligent  mind  will  be  at  no  loss  to  perceîve 
.  where  a  job  is  lurking  under  pretended  zeal  for  your 
plans  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  reçoive  with  caution  the 
information  you  may  obtain  from  designing  persons, 
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yvho  have  theîr  own  ends  to  serve  by  gîving  ît.  Please 
excuse  this  hurried  letter^  and  believe  me  at  ail  times 
to  be,  with  the  hîghest  respect  and  regard,  my  dear 
sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  John  Haig." 

A  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  whole  of 
the  trustées  wrote  to  Dr  Bell  as  foUows  : — 

"  St  Andrews,  Novembcr  16,  1831. 

*'  Révérend  Sir, 

"  We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  Oth  instant,  addressed  to  us,  and  '  ail  whom  it 
inay  concern,'  and  to  acquaint  you  that  we  have  given 
to  it  that  deliberate,  attentive,  and  respectful  considère 
ation  which  any  communication  from  you  will  always 
command  from  us,  and  which  the  paramount  impor- 
tance of  the  points  adverted  to  in  that  letter,  impera- 
tively  requires  and  merits.  But  while  we  cntertain  a 
due  sensé  of  the  very  important  duties  which  you  have 
done  us  the  honour  to  devolve  on  us,  and  of  the  re- 
sponsibility  which  attaches  to  a  proper  and  zealous 
discharge  of  them,  we  should  deem  ourselves  unworthy 
of  that  trust,  were  we  not  to  comply  with  your  sugges- 
tions, in  regard  to  the  System  of  tuition,  and  other  mat- 
ters  connected  with  the  Madras  collège,  when  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  and  conditions  of  the 
indenture  and  déclaration  of  trusts  ;  and  we  hope  you 
will  do  us  the  justice  to  believe  us  when  we  assure 
you,  that  notwithstanding  any  erroneous  impression  to 
the  contrary  which  you  may  unfortunately  have  enter- 
tained,  it  always  bas  been,  and  will  be,  our  most  anxious 
désire  to  promotc  your  wishes,  and  comply  with  your 
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instructions^  when  not  restraîned  by  the  terms  of  that 
deed. 

"  The  enlightened  and  benevolent  objects  contem- 
plated  by  the  noble  institution  of  which  you  are  the 
founder,  and  the  munificence  of  its  endowment,  cer- 
tainly  demand  our  highest  admiration  and  the  deepest 
gratitude  of  the  community  of  this  city^  and  claim  from 
us  every  effort  towards  raisîng  the  institution  to  that 
pre-eminence  to  which  it  justly  aspires,  and  which  it 
is  your  wish  it  shoùld  speedily  attain  ;  but  while  we 
assure  you  of  our  increasing  anxiety  to  effect  this,  we 
would  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  that  this  deside^ 
ratum  is  not  the  work  of  a  day  ;  and  that,  until  we 
can  get  possession  of  buildings  adapted  to  our  purpose, 
(which  we  are  now  fortunately  in  the  course  of  obtain- 
ing,)  fuU  scope  cannot  be  given  to  the  efficîency  or 
talents  of  the  teachers,  or  to  the  working  of  your  ad- 
mirable System.  That  System,  in  ail  its  parts,  is,  how- 
ever,  now  in  fuU  opération  in  the  Ënglish  and  Latin 
Bchools  hère,  and  the  masters  are  most  anxious  to 
comply  with  the  détails  as  developed  and  explained  in 
your  Works  on  the  subject  ;  but  zealous  as  they  are,  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  the  English  teacher,  hamperod 
for  accommodation  as  he  is,  can,  in  this  situation, 
place  the  school  on  that  eminence  to  which  it  may 
confidently  be  expected  to  attain  when  the  Madras 
buildings  are  fit  for  occupation,  and  which  it  shall  be 
our  aim  and  study  to  accomplish. 

"  You  will  perhaps  say,  that  if  additional  accom- 
modation was  so  necessary,  our  buildings  might  hâve 
been  in  a  state  of  greater  forwardness  ;  but  wo  can 
conscientiously  assure  you,  that  although  we  hâve  been 
most  désirons  that  as  little  delay  as  possible  might 
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take  place  in  the  préparation  of  the  plans  and  the 
completion  of  contracts  for  that  important  work,  we 
hâve,  with  ail  our  anxiety,  been  compelled  to  yield  to 
circumstances  which  were  not  at  first  apparent,  and 
whicli,  frora  the  mature  considération  which  that  delay 
has  enabled  both  Mr  Burn  and  us  to  give  to  thèse 
plans,  we  hâve  no  reason  to  repent  of  the  postponement 
for  a  few  months  of  the  commencement  of  the  build- 
ing, as  we  hâve  thus  been  enabled  to  adopt  a  plan 
which  we  are  happy  to  learn  you  approve  of,  and  by 
which  a  saving  will  be  effected  of  from  £4000  to 
£5000  sterling  ;  and  at  the  same  time  an  édifice  will 
be  reared,  not  only  admirably  adapted  to  its  important 
objects,  but  in  every  way,  whether  as  to  character, 
style,  or  accommodation,  worthy  of  your  munificent 
donation,  and  of  your  highly  benevolent  intentions. 

"  It  is  with  deep  regret  we  find,  that  tlie  reflections 
expressed  in  your  letter  are  not  confined  to  the  inefii- 
ciency  of  the  System  of  tuition  pursued  hère,  but  rc- 
vert  to  the  period  when  two  of  our  number  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Cheltenham,  and  to  the  means 
which  you  state  were  resorted  to  there  in  regard  to  the 
exécution  of  the  Indenture  and  Déclaration  of  Trusts  ; 
and  while  it  is  far  from  our  intention  to  use  auy  ex- 
pression in  the  least  degree  disrespectful  to  you,  or  to 
question  your  right  to  scrutinize  our  actions  and  mo- 
tives, yet  a  sensé  of  justice  to  ourselves,  and  an  honest 
conviction  of  the  purity  and  integrity  of  our  conduct, 
and  of  the  motives  by  which  we  hâve  been  actuated 
from  the  moment  that  your  letter  with  the  bank  trans- 
fer  receipts  reached  us,  to  the  présent  hour,  will,  we 
trust,  excuse  us  while  we  state,  and  that  most  consci- 
cntiously  and  decidedly,  that  nothing  was  further  from 
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the  wîsh  and  intention  of  us  two^  in  going  to  Chelten- 
ham,  tlian  a  désire  to  entrap  you^  or  to  concoct  a  deed, 
the  terms  of  which  were  not  most  deliberately  aod 
maturely  considered,  dîgested,  and  cordially  agreed  to 
by  you  ;  and  were  it  possible  that  we  could  haye  been 
influenced  by  any  other  considération^  we  should  hare 
deemed  ourselves  unworthy  of  the  officiai  situations 
which  we  hold,  and  as  meriting  the  censure  and  répro- 
bation of  the  community  to  which  we  belong  :  and  whiie 
we  consider  this  explanation  as  called  for  from  us  two^ 
in  référence  to  your  insinuations,  and  in  our  vindica- 
tion,  we  trust  you  will  permit  its  ttoo^  who  were  with 
you  at  Cheltenham,  briefly  to  recall  to  your  recoUection 
certain  circumstances  which  we  think  cannot  hare 
escaped  you,  and  to  which  the  several  gentlemen  then 
fortunately  présent,  at  our  varions  protracted  meetings 
at  Lindsay  cottage,  can  bear  satisfactory  testimonj. 
Ist,  You  complaîn  that  we  brought  no  draft  of  a  trust- 
deed  with  us  to  Cheltenham,  although  urged  by  you 
to  do  so  ;  but  you  will,  perhaps,  remember  that,  at  oiir 
first  day's  meeting,  a  draft  *  of  a  trust-deed,  prepared 
according  to  the  Scotch  forms,  and  embracing,  in  so 
far  as  then  known  to  us,  the  views,  provisions,  and 
conditions  wislied  by  you,  and  in  the  language  pre- 
scribed  by  your  préviens  letters,  was  produced  by  us  ; 
that  that  draft,  in  the  course  of  that  evening,  was  care- 
fuUy  and  audibly  read  over  to  you,  underwent  a  varietv 
of  altérations  and  additions  dictated  by  you,  and  that 
its  several  clauses  were  again  then  read  over  seriatim, 
reconsidered,  and  added  to  oraltered,  to  suit  your  views 
as  then  expressed  ;  that  a  second  draft,  embodying  thèse 
amendments,  was  made  ont  at  your  désire  on  the  Wed- 

*  Enquire  of  Captain  M'Konochie  of  the  draHt  which  I  reqaired. 
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nesday^  which  was  reconsidered  and  altered  in  various 
particulars  by  you  ;  and  anotlier  copy,  as  so  corrected, 
having  been  prepared  also  by  your  instructions,  on  the 
Thursday  moming  was  again,  with  the  utmost  care 
and  attention,  read  over  to  and  by  you,  altered  and 
corrected  according  to  your  suggestions  ;  and  after 
having  been  so  fuUy  and  minutely  considered,  was,  in 
the  course  of  that  aftemoon,  understood  by  ail  présent 
to  meet  with  your  entire  approbation,  as  you  had  given 
to  it  your  maturest  considération,  both  privately  and  at 
our  meetings.  And  so  extremely  anxious  were  you 
that  we  two  should  be  immedîately  bound  by  the  exé- 
cution of  the  deed,  and  take  upon  ourselves  the  respon- 
sibility  for  the  two  absent  trustées,  that  you  insisted  on 
a  clause  being  introduced  into  the  draft,  by  which  we 
two  were  pledged  to  obtain  the  subscription  to,  and 
ratification  of  it,  by  the  two  trustées  at  St  Andrews, 
under  the  penalty  of  £1000  sterling,  to  be  forfeited  and 
paid  by  us  ;  and  in  that  case  also  obliged  us  to  throw 
the  whole  funds  into  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  the 
course  of  that  evening,  however,  you  dispatchcd  Mr 
Cox  to  Malvern  for  your  agent,  Mr  StrafTord,  who  came 
to  Cheltenham  on  the  foUowing  morning  ;  and  although 
we  had  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  terms  and 
détails  of  the  draft  were  adapted  to  your  wishes,  and  that 
the  deed  would  be  executed  by  you  on  the  Friday,  we 
were  disappointed  in  this  by  a  communication  from  you, 
through  Captain  M^Konochie,  on  that  morning,  that 
you  had  resolved  not  to  sign  the  deed  then,  and  that 
you  required  us  two  to  grant  you  an  obligation  for  our- 
selves and  our  co-trustees,  immediately  to  transfer  the 
twelfth  share  of  stock  to  the  Royal  Naval  school,  and 
each  of  the  towns  mentioned  in  the  draft.    We  accord- 
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ingly  expressed  to  the  captain  our  readiness  to  comply, 
but  that  it  was  proper  and  necessary  for  our  security 
that  you  should,  în  the  first  place,  subscribe  a  letter 
requiring  us  to  make  thèse  transfers.     Upon  meeting 
with  you  and   the  gentlemen   then  assembled^  you 
expressed  your  désire  that  we  should  gFant  such  an 
obligation  to  transfer,  to  which  we  instantly  consented, 
and  only  stipulated  for  our  own  security  that  you  shooldi 
by  letter,  authorize  us  to  do  so,  to  which  you  agreed  ; 
and  Mr  Pruen,  then  acting  as  your  agent,  was  instructed 
by  you  to  prépare  such  letters,  to  be  signed  by  you  and 
us.     We  two,  along  with  Captain  M'Konochîe,  then 
accompanied  Mr  Pruen  to  his  chambers,  where  drafts 
of  such  letters  were  made  and  copied  ;  and  when  at 
the  appointed  hour  they  were  submitted  to  you,  read 
over,  corrected,  and  fînally  approved  of  by  you,  they 
were,  in  the  présence  of  you  and  ail  the  gentlemen 
assembled,  transcribed  by  Mr  Pruen  and  Mr  Strafford, 
then  also  présent,  and  only  when  declared  ready  for 
signature  did  you  express  your  détermination  not  to 
sîgn  them,  and  your  désire  that  the  draft  trust-decd 
should  be  submitted  to  Mr  Bellenden  Ker,  an  eminent 
London  conveyancer,  with  your  instructions  to  prépare 
a  draft  of  a  deed  of  two  parts;  and  you  proposed  that, 
for  that  purpose,  we  two  and  Captain  M*Konochie 
should  immediately  proceed  to  London,  and  bave  an 
audience  of  Mr  Ker.    You  cannot  bave  forgotten  that, 
when  such  a  proposai  was  made  to  us,  we  stated  in  the 
strongest  terms  how  extremely  inconvénient  it  would 
be  for  us  to  go  to  London,  as  important  duties  at  home 
required  our  attention  and  présence  ;  to  which  you,  in 
very  emphatic  terms,  added,   '  that  nothing  must  be 
impossible  ;  '  and  upon  our  rejoining  tliat  the  deed, 
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when  approved  of  by  you  and  Mr  Ker,  miglit  be  sent 
down  to  Scotland  to  be  signed  by  us,  you  positively 
objected  to  such  a  proposai,  and  stated  that  the  deed 
must  be  executed  by  you  and  us  at  Cbeltenham,  and 
for  that  purpose  you  added,  in  terms  not  to  bo  misun- 
derstood  by  us,  *  You  return  orforfeitJ 

"  To  Captaîn  M^Konochie,  who  was  the  bearer  of  tho 
draft  trust-deed  previously  prepared,  you  communicated 
yoiir  instructions  to  be  conveyed  to  Mr  Ker  ;  and  at 
four  o'clock  of  that  afternoon  we  left  Cbeltenham  for 
London,  with  peremptory  injunctions  from  you  to 
return  to  Gheltenham  on  the  Wednesday  foUowing,  by 
i^hich  time  ît  was  thought  Mr  Ker  mîght  hâve  com- 
pleted  his  draft,  it  having  been  arranged  betwîxt  you 
and  Captain  M'Konochie  that  he  should  wait  on  Mr 
Ker  in  regard  to  the  business,  and  along  with  the  draft 
trust-deed  explain  ta  him  youa:  objects  and  wislies,  on 
the  moming  of  Saturday.  It  was  not  till  Monday  at 
two,  that  we  could  obtain  a  meeting  with  Mr  Ker, 
when  Captain  M'Konochie  was  also  présent  ;  and  he 
informed  us  that  he  had  attentively  perused  the  draft 
sent  him,  which,  with  a  few  slight  altérations,  he  would 
couvert  into  a  deed  of  two  parts,  adapted  to  the  Eng- 
lish  forms  ;  and  after  a  short  conversation  witli  him^ 
and  answering  the  queries  as  to  the  localities  which  he 
put  to  us,  we  separated  upon  the  understanding  that  his 
draft  would  be  ready  to  bo  sent  to  Cheltenham  on  the 
moming  of  the  following  Wednesday,  On  that  day, 
according  to  appointment,  we  returned  to  Cbeltenham, 
and  found  Captain  M'Konochie  and  Dr  Russell  there, 
and  we  were  then  informed  that  you  would  receive  us 
on  the  following  morning  (Thursday,  15th  July)  at  ten 
o*clock.     We  had  then  tho  pleasuro  of  meeting  you. 
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when  we  found  that  the  draft  deed  prepared  by  Mr  Ker 
had  been  transmitted  to  you,  and  submitted  to  your 
perusal  and  considération  previous  to  that  hour  ;  and  it 
is  a  most  important  fact^  tbat  althotigh  Mr  Ker  had^  in 
hia  draft,  framed  the  clause  as  to  the  patrons  and  visi- 
tors,  so  as  to  prevent  them  having  a  veto  in  the  appoint- 
ment  of  tho  masters,  conceiving  that  the  expression 
nsed  in  the  former  draft,  '  cum  avisamento/  admitted 
of  ambiguity,   and  was  calculated  to  lead  to  disputes, 
and  the  office  to  be  merely  honorary,  you  had,  on  the 
révisai  of  the  draft  along  with  Captain  M'Konochie  and 
Mr  Strafford,  before  we  met  with  you,  altered  that  clause 
so  far  as  to  confer  the  right  of  veto  upon  thèse  patrons. 
The  deliberate  considération  of  Mr  Ker's  draft  was  then 
entered  upon  by  you,  assisted  by  Mr  Strafford,  Captain 
M^Konochie,  Dr  Russell,  Mr  Allen,  and  us;  it  was 
repeatedly  tead  over,  and  each  clause  maturely  consi- 
dered,  several  important  altérations  on,  and  additions 
were  made  to  it,  at  your  suggestion,  by  your  own  agent; 
and  it  was  at  length  declared  to  be  satisfactory  to  you, 
and  given  to  Mr  Strafford  to  be  engrossedon  the  stamps. 
We  accordingly  separated,  with  instructions  from  you 
to  return  at  seven  the  same  evening,  that  the  deed 
mîght  be  executed.    In  the  course  of  that  aftemoon  you 
sent,  wishing  one  of  us  to  attend  you,  as  there  had  been 
an  omission  in  the  draft  as  to  'Andrew  Bell  Morison;' 
and  upon  your  being  waited  on  accordingly,  an  addi- 
tional  clause  was  prepared  under  your  own  direction, 
and  to  your  entire  approbation,  and  sent  to  Mr  Strafford 
to  be  embodied  in  the  deeds.     At  the  hour  fixed,  of 
that  evening,  we  two,  along  with  the  gentlemen  above 
named,  attended  you,  and  considérable  delay  having 
taken  place  on  the  part  of  Mr  Strafford's  derks,  who 
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were  employed  in  the  extending  of  thèse  long  deeds^ 
tliey  were  not  completed  till  about  eleven,  when  having 
been  again  read  over  in  your  hearing,  and  compared  by 
Captain  M^Konochie  and  Mr  StrafFord,  they  were  for- 
mally  executed  by  you  and  us,  and  delivered  ;  and  both 
tben,  and  on  the  foUowing  morning,  when  you  very 
kindly  called  to  take  leave  of  us,  you  were  pleased  to 
express  to  us  your  hîgh  satisfaction  that  the  indenture 
had  been  completed,  and  how  fortunate  it  was  that  we 
had  undertaken  the  joumey  to  you. 

"  Such  are  the  facts  in  so  far  as  they  regard  the  pré- 
paration, révisai,  correction,  and  completion  of  the  in- 
denture and  déclaration  of  trusts,  and  in  so  far  as  we 
two  were  concerned  ;  they  are  facts,  however,  unques- 
tionable,  every  one  of  which  can  be  established  by  the 
évidence  of  the  respectable  gentlemen  présent,  and 
which  we  think  must,  on  calm  and  deliberate  reflection 
on  them  by  you,  remove  from  your  mind  the  unfavour- 
able  and  erroneous  impression  which  you  seem  to  hâve 
formed,  both  as  regards  our  actions  and  motives,  when 
you  say  that  we  *had  concocted  a  deed  in  London,* 
and  that,  from  the  hurry  and  state  of  excitement  you 
were  then  in,  you  could  not  form  a  correct  judgment, 
but  would  subscribe  it  (as  we  were  going  off)  in  con- 
fidence ;  that  very  indenture  having  been  most  delibe- 
rately  and  acutely  considered  by  you  for  Jive  days;  and 
the  draft  concocted,  not  by  us,  but  prepared  by  Mr 
Ker  according  to  your  own  suggestions  and  instructions, 
and  deliberately  considered  clause  by  clause.  Happy, 
indeed,  should  we  hâve  been,  had  a  clause  been  intro- 
duced  into  that  deed,  reserving  to  you  the  powers  to 
which  you  very  fairly  and  justly  might  hâve  laid  claim, 
as  it  would  hâve  relieved  us  from  much  anxiety  and 
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Personal  responsibility  to  which  we  are  now  liable, 
fettered  as  we  are  by  the  provisions  of,  and  hîghly  im- 
portant objects  prescribed  by,  that  deed,  to  the  faithfiil 
performance  and  observance  of  which  we  stand  pledged. 
No  such  réservation  was,  however,  hinted  at  or  wîshed 
for  by  you,  being  then  satisfied,  as  you  may  with  con- 
fidence be,  that  the  best  interests  of  your  institution 
shall  ever  bo  held  by  us  as  sacred,  and  our  highest 
pleasure  to  comply  with  your  suggestions  for  the  success 
and  advancement  of  it.  We  beg  to  add,  that  a  com- 
munication has  been  made  by  the  magistrales  of  St 
Andrews  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  for  his  sanction  to 
the  appHcation  of  a  part  of  the  dividend,  arising  from 
the  fund  destined  to  them,  towards  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  religions  library  of  the  city,  and  to  the 
procuring  of  an  additional  supply  of  water,  as  proposed 
by  them  ;  to  which  useful  purposes  we  considered  they 
might  strictly  and  legitimately  be  applied  ;  and  that 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  has  by  letter  intimated  his  assent 
to  such  application,  which  we  trust  you  will  approve  of. 

"Nothing  has  yet  occurredunderthe  indenture,  which 
appears  to  us  to  call  for  the  sanction  of  the  patrons  and 
visitors;  but  we  shall  hâve  very  great  pleasure  in 
making  communications  to  them,  on  such  important 
matters  connected  with  the  Madras  collège,  regarding 
the  appointment  of  masters,  or  otherwise,  as  may  from 
time  to  time  occur. 

"  With  référence  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which 
requests  us  to  publish  the  whole  correspondence  which 
has  passed  betwixt  you  and  us,  and  also  with  Mr  Burn, 
we  trust  you  will,  on  reflection,  see  the  inexpediency 
of  such  publication,  as  it  is  not  prescribed  by  the  deed, 
or  in  our  humble  opinion  called  for  ;  and  besides,  the 
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expense  of  ît  coiild  not  wîth  proprîety  be  charged  to 
the  fiinds  now  under  our  trust,  and  for  wliich  we  aro 
responsible.  Indeed,  we  conaider  many  of  thèse  com- 
munications as  strictly  confidential,  and  their  publica- 
tion as  not  in  any  degree  tonding  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  institution  to  which  they  relate. 

"  With  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  £100  to  Dr 
Gillespie,  you  will  probably  recoUect  that  you  first  com- 
municated  your  intention  in  that  respect  to  Mr  Alex- 
ander  ;  that  in  doing  so,  you  stated  to  him  that  you 
had  paid  £76  as  the  expense  of  transferring  the 
£120,000  stock;  and  as  this  constituted  a  debt  due  to 
you  personalljf  from  that  fund,  you  requested  that  it 
might  be  paid  to  Dr  Gillespie  in  place  of  yourself.  We 
are  still  decidedly  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  only 
proper  footing  upon  which  to  place  a  payment  of  the 
sort  from  the  funds  under  our  trust,  and  that  it  be- 
hoved»  consequently,  to  be  charged  against  the  whole 
funds  originally  transferred  to  us  ;  and  although  we, 
from  an  anxious  désire  to  meet  your  wishes,  paid  it 
from  the  funds  strictly  applicable  to  the  Madras  collège, 
we  are  still  of  opinion  that  it  is  an  appropriation  of  the 
money  which  may  be  challenged,  and  for  which  we 
may  hereafter  bc  made  personally  liable. 

"  With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  we  are, 
"Révérend  Sir, 

**  Your  faithful  servants, 

"  William  Haig, 
"  Robert  Haldane, 
"  George  Buist, 
"  Andrew  Alexander. 

«*  7b  Oie  Rev.  Dr  Beltj  ^c.  ^c,  Cheltenhamr 
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On  the  same  day  that  this  letter  was  dispatched 
from  St  Andrews,  the  foUowîng  continuation  of  Dr 
Bell's  letter  of  the  9th  of  November  was  sent  by  hîm 
to  the  trustées. 

'^  In  regard  to  the  patronage  of  such  an  institution 
as  the  Madras  collège,  it  is  evidently  impolitic  and  un- 
wise  that  it  should  be  vested  in  local  hands,  in  which 
there  is  a  risk,  or  may  be  an  imputation,  of  a  collusion 
or  collision  of  party  or  interests.  On  this  ground,  not 
thinking  the  veto  so  much  contested,  or  the  cum  amsa- 
mento,  proposed  at  the  meeting  of  Provost  Haîg  and 
Principal  Haldane  at  Lindsay  cottage,  Cheltenham,  a 
sufïicient  check,  I  do,  as  far  as  I  may  and  can,  direct 
and  ordain  that  the  patronage  of  the  appointment  of 
the  professors  and  masters  and  officers  of  the  Madras 
collège  be  conferred  on  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  Président  and  Senators  of  the  Court  of  Session 
for  the  time  being;  and  that  they  be  respectfuUy 
requested  to  accept  the  appointment;  or,  on  their 
declining  it,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  nominate  to  it 
such  high  and  independent  officiai  authoritîes,  not  rési- 
dent at  St  Andrews,  as  they  shall  deem  most  fittîng. 

'^  I  come  now  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ult.,  than 
which,  and  that  of  August  20th,  I  hâve  seldom  met 
with  more  extraordinary  productions  from  honourable 
and  wise  men. 

"  To  confine  myself  to  the  présent  letter. 

"  The  positions  to  which  I  would  hère  advert,  as 
irreconcilable  with  the  truths  of  the  case,  and  matters 
of  fact,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  and  belief  go,  are  : — 

"  Ist.  You  affîrm  that  '  the  trust-deed  was  delibe* 
rately  considered  and  carefuUy  matured.'     I  ask,  by 
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"wliom  ?    I  had  incidentally,  as  if  by  anticipation,  în 
my  notes,  alluded  to  this  point.     The  fact  is,    that 
at  the  time  referred  to,  I  was  kept  in  a  state  of  inces- 
sant agitation  and  excitement;  and  had  also  on  my 
mind  and  hands  other  deeds  and  arrangements  of  the 
utmost  moment,  dépendent  on  that  trust,  as  will  ap- 
pcar  when  I  can   neither   speak   nor   write,   by  the 
production  of  the  deeds  themselves.    At  that  time,  too, 
£120,000  three  per  cent  bank  annuities  stood  in  the 
names  of  WiUiam  Haig,  Robert  Haldane,  George  Buist, 
and  Andrew  Alexander,  and  it  was  of  no  small  impor- 
tance, at  that  instant,  that  a  moiety  of  this  sum  should 
be  transferred  to  the  ends  for  which  I  had  destined  it. 
"  At  the  same  time,  I  was  harassed  by  jarring  opi- 
nions, and  the  conflicting  interests  of  those  who  sought 
to  avail  themselves  of  my  loss  of  voice,  to  convert  a 
large  portion  of  my  property  to  objects  and  purposes, 
at  entire  variance  with  those  to  which  I  had  proposed 
to  dévote  it. 

*^  2d.  You  also  say,  '  the  example  of  déviation  frora 
the  provisions  of  the  deed.'  What  déviation  ?  Tell  me, 
for  I  know  not.  Is  it  a  déviation  to  give  to  the  trus- 
tées such  an  acquisition  as  the  principal  of  the  univer- 
sity,  the  professor  of  moral  philosophy,  and  the  vénér- 
able father  of  the  university,  the  professor  of  humanity, 
and  his  assistant  and  successor,  the  Rev.  Dr  Gillespîe, 
as  '  extraordinary  visitors,*  and  to  appoint  the  last  a 
'  spécial  visiter,  inspector,  and  Madras  historian' — 
*  under  the  direction  of  the  trustées* — '  with  the  view 
of  furthering  my  original  intentions  in  regard  to  its 
efficiency,'  and  to  give  life  and  energy  to  your  pro- 
ceedings,  which  seem  to  me  so  much  wanted? — an 
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ofSce  whlch,  în  my  conception  and  intention,  bears  no 
resemblance  to  the  wardenship  of  the  London  Unîver- 
sity^  to  which  you  are  pleased  to  assimilate  it,  and 
whîch  you  call  *  its  prototype  '  for  what  good  reason  I 
cannot  imagine — an  office  essential,  under  the  existing 
State  of  things,  to  the  well-being  and  prosperity  of  the 
institution.  But  what  say  you?  By  rejecting  thèse 
appointments,  intended  for  your  aid  and  assistance^ 
you  propose  '  to  check  incipient  evily  and  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  corruption  and  decay! 

'*Why,  this  is  precisely  what  I  would  arrest  and 
prevent  :  and  is  ail  this  mischief  to  be  achieved  by  the 
distinguished  characters  whom  I  hâve  associated  with 
you,  and  who  appear  to  me  to  be  the  best  fitted  to 
avert  the  denounced  evil,  and  by  the  antidote  whîch  I 
bave  put  into  your  hands  for  this  purpose  ? 

'^  3d.  Another  imputation  against  me,  is  so  irrelevant 
and  unauthorized  that  it  does  not  become  me  to  speak 
of  it  as  I  think.  But  it,  as  îndeed  the  whole  letter, 
speaks  for  itself.  The  contents  of  it  will  hardiy  be 
credited  but  by  ocular  démonstration. 

'•  4th.  Again  you  say  that  'the  observations  now  mado 
apply  with  tenfold  force  to  the  nomination  of  a  spécial 
visiter.  It  will  disturb  that  unity  of  action,  which  is 
indispensable  to  the  success  of  every  undertaking  ;  more 
especially  of  an  undertaking  which  proposes,  like  yours, 
the  moral  and  intellectual  régénération  of  the  world. 
Like  the  wardenship  of  the  London  university,  which 
seems  indeed  to  be  its  prototype,  it  will  lead  to  dis* 
union  and  disorganization,  and  thence  yZrcf/i^  descens» 
to  a  violent  dissolution  ;  it  will  establish  an  imperium 
in  imperio,  always  an  evil,  but  both  an  evil  and  an 
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inconsistency  iinder  a  System  which  professes  to  reduce 
into  order  the  most  discordant  éléments  of  intellectual 
and  moral  power^  by  the  simplicity  and  oneness  of  its 
animating  principle  ;  and^  to  crown  all^  it  will  set  an 
example  of  a  needless  and  prodigal  waste  of  the  trust- 
funds  upon  a  useless  and  supel*fluous  office.  We  hâve 
no  hésitation  in  so  characterizing  the  office,  because  the 
founder  of  the  collège  himself,  after  revolving  the  sub- 
ject  anxiously  in  his  mind,  and  viewing  it  under  every 
possible  aspect,  came  to  that  conclusion,  and  finally 
and  deliberately  discarded  the  office  from  the  deed,  as 
one  that  must  sooner  or  later  hâve  degenerated  into  a 
job: 

"  Is  it  no  abuse  of  the  talents  committèd  to  you  to 
hâve  buried  them  so  long  in  the  ground,  and  to  with- 
Lold  from  me  the  information  which  I  hâve  so  often 
requested;  and  to  restrict  your  correspondence  to  a 
single  confidant,  and  to  deny  my  last  days  the  comfort 
which  I  sought  for  from  an  epistolary  participation  of 
your  doings  ? 

^^  I  admire  the  scholastic  proceedings  of  the  patrons 
of  the  Cupar  Academy,  and  the  spirit  which  animâtes 
them.  Oh,  that  this  could  be  said  of  the  trustées  of 
the  Madras  Collège  !  The  différence  is  great.  I  gave 
one  hundred  pounds  to  the  one  institution,  and  about 
four  hundred  times  that  sum  to  the  other — a  rich 
prize  !  ! 

''  Let  superfîcial  observers,  who  blâme  my  precîpi- 
tancy,  be  informed  that  existlhg  circumstances  justified 
the  deed  ;  and  that  the  unexpected  prolongation  of  my 
life,  through  the  tender  mercies  of  an  all-wise  Provi- 
dence, bas  led  to  unexpected  disclosures. 
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''  But,  to  return  to  the  visîtor  ;  the  fact  îs,  that  tlie 
one  proposed  to  tlie  meeting  at  Lindsay  cottage,  was 
not  the  spécial  visiter  you  speak  of  to  the  Madras  col- 
lège, hut  a  gênerai  inspecter  to  ail  the  schools  on  my 
endowments  in  Great  Britain  ;  for  the  truth  of  whîch 
I  appeal  to  the  Rev.  Dr  Russell,  Leith,  and  to  Captain 
M*Konochie,  Royal  Navy,  and  to  his  letter  read  at 
your  meeting.  This  proposition  was  given  up,  aoiong 
other  reasons,  that  there  was  no  time  to  consider  and 
digest  it  ;  but  that  I  did  not  lose  sight  of  it,  you  will 
find  an  infallible  proof  in  your  hands.  My  Manual, 
dated  llth  July  1831,  of  which  I  struck  off  proofs  for 
you,  (and  also  another  édition,  18th  August  1831,) 
concludes  wîth  thèse  words  : — 

"  '  It  will  be  of  essential  service,  if  they  (the  trus- 
tées) will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  gênerai  inspecter, 
well  versed  in  the  Madras  System.  There  never  will 
be  wanting  those  who,  from  the  love  of  God  and  good- 
ness,  will  undertake  this  office/ 

"  The  présent  appoîntment  îs  not  a  gênerai,  but  a 
spécial,  visiter  of  your  department. 

"  New,  feeling  as  I  did,  for  some  time,  the  disincli- 
nation of  the  trustées  to  give  me  information,  I  wrote 
to  Dr  Gillespie  to  faveur  me  with  an  interview.  It 
was  hère  settled  that  he  should  visit  the  schools  of 
Liverpool,  Bishop- Auckland,  and  Durham,  for  which  I 
supplied  him  with  a  viaticum  ;  and  1  corresponded  wîth 
him  during  his  tour.  My  expectations  were  fully  satis- 
fied  by  his  letters,  and  thflse  of  my  friends  the  masters 
of  the  schools  which  he  visited  ;  and  I  am  convinced 
that  he  bas  a  pre-eminent  claim  to  the  office  to  which 
I  hâve  appointed  him,  by  his  acquirements,  his  talents, 
his  enthusiasm  (of  mind,)  and  earnestness  of  purpose. 
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most  essential  to  the  full  accomplishment  of  my  object, 
and  your  professed  object. 

"  The  limitation  as  to  time,  was  with  an  îdea  that  ît 
would  suffice  to  plant  the  System  with  '  deep  and  strong 
roots  ;'  and  a  due  regard  was  paid  to  the  circumstances 
of  his  situation. 

"  Akin  to  ail  the  rest,  is  your  concealment  from  the 
extraordinary  visitorSj  now  appointed,  of  your  an- 
swer  (sent  to  me)  relative  to  their  appointment. 

"  Towards  the  close  of  your  rhetorical  epistle  you 
say,  that  ^  We  bave  almost  been  ready  to  surmise  that 
you  bave  wished  to  try  our  fidelity,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  you  bave  selected  men  who  were  aware  of  the 
importance  of  the  trust  they  held,  and  the  correspond- 
ing  greatness  of  the  responsibility  it  imposes.'  With 
no  less  justice  it  may  be  said^  that  your  déclamation 
was  written  to  give  a  deathblow  to  my  debilitated 
constitution^  or  for  a  posthumous  epistle  to  the  grave^ 
which  tells  no  taies  ;  or  to  try  whether  I  was  so  much 
alive^  which  indeed  is  ail  that  I  am^  as  to  be  able  to 
discriminate  between  sophistry  and  prévarication,  and 
Sound  reasoning  and  good  sensé. 

"  In  the  conclusion,  you  exhort  me  '  to  look  to  mea- 
sures  and  not  to  men  ;  '  as  if,  with  my  last  breath  and 
feeble  hand,  scarcely  able  to  wield  a  pen,  but,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  with  a  sound  mind,  I  had  abandoned 
the  invariable  rule  which  had  been  my  constant  guide 
through  life,  and  to  which  I,  in  part,  ascribe  the  suc- 
cess  with  which  my  measures  bave  been  attended.  Do 
you  mean  to  recommend  to  me,  in  their  stead,  your 
dilatory  and  tardy  measures,  exclusive  of  the  privity  of 
Principal  Nicholl,  and  Doctors  Cook  and  Hunter  and 
Gillespie,  and  of  ail  but  your  confidants  ?     What  will 


J 


496  LIFE  OF  DR  BEU. 

be  thought  of  such  exclusion  ?  I^  at  least^  am  not  to 
be  intimidated  by  anj  denunciations^  or  drawn  from 
the  performance  of  a  dutj  which  I  owe  to  God  and 
man,  as  far  as  every  one  is  accountable  for  the  talents 
and  opportunities  committed  to  him^  and  for  the  im- 
provement  he  has  made  of  them.  For  my  part,  I  court 
publicity,  and  the  investigation  of  such  characters  to  ail 
your  proceedings,  and  my  dealings  with  you. 

*'  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  you  are  bound  by  law  and 
equity,  as  well  as  by  moral  and  religions  principles,  to 
foUow  my  instructions  in  such  points  as  I  hâve  hère 
directed  :  but  be  this  as  it  may,  I  conjure  you  by  ail 
the  bonds  of  civil  duty  and  religion,  to  communicate 
this  letter  immediately  to  the  magistrates  and  town- 
council  of  St  Andrews,  and  to  the  principals  and  pro- 
fessors  (^the  masters)  of  the  university,  with  copies  to 
be  lodged  in  their  respective  records;  and  also  with 
copies  of  my  réquisition  by  Dr  Gillespie,  and  my  let- 
ter of  I7th  August,  and  yours  of  the  20th  Auguste  and 
mine  of  the  25th  August. 

'^  Finally,  I  adjure  you  by  the  living  God,  (o  forward 
copies  of  this  letter  immediately  to  the  Right  Honoiur- 
able  the  Lord  Président  and  Senators  of  the  Court  of 
Session  at  Edinburgh,  and  also  copies  of  the  other 
papers  hère  referred  to." 

^*  This  document,  instrument,  or  deed,  has  cost  me  a 
severe  struggle,  and  immense  labour.  But,  after  ail,  I 
am  quîte  dissatisfied  with  it — ^that  is,  with  the  compo- 
sition, the  style,  and  the  strain  of  it.  I  crave  forgive- 
ness  of  those  to  whom  it  is  more  especially  addressed, 
forgiving  them,  as  I  beg  they  will  forgive  me.  I  solicit 
their  indulgent  attention  to  it — I.sue  for  their  faveur- 
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able  interprétation  of  it — I  request  them  to  make  duo 
allowance  for  faults  or  mistakes,  incident  to  my  situa- 
tion and  the  imperfect  information  with  which  they 
fumished  me, 

"  It  will  be  asked,  why  tlien  do  I  not  remodel  and 
soften  it  down  ?  I  answer,  not  for  want  of  inclination, 
but  for  the  all-sufficient  reason,  want  of  power  and 
strengtli,  and  that  I  dare  not  delay  its  exécution  even 
for  a  day. 

'^  It  is  self-evident  that  this  document,  as  to  its  sub- 
stance and  object,  proceeds  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  and  speaks  my  inmost  thoughts;  and  that,  at 
this  awfiil  crisis,  I  conceive  it  my  first  and  last  and 
indispensable  duty  to  ensure  its  publicity,  in  order  to 
forward  its  end  ;  and  that  no  part  of  my  endowments 
be  allotted  to  the  disposai  of  persons  who  look  not  to 
the  best  interests  of  their  city  and  society  in  perpetuity, 
but  to  the  passing  moment. 

'^  Impressed  with  such  considérations,  (see  last  report 
of  National  society,)  I  solemnly  implore  the  blessing  of 
Almighty  God  on  this  last  act  of  my  lîfe  ;  while  I  commit 
the  faithful  and  righteous  prosecution  of  it  to  some  of 
those  great  and  good  men  whom  I  hâve  herein  named 
or  alluded  to,  and  of  those  whom  a  gracions  Providence 
shall  raise  up  for  the  dissémination  of  everlasting  trutli 
and  a  righteous  cause. 

"  Such  are  the  feelings  and  anticipations  with  which 
I  commit  tliis  indigested  production,  as  I  did  the  report 
(its  original  prototype)  of  the  Madras  asylum,thirty-five 
years  ago,  (1796,)  which  concludes  with  thèse  words  : — 

'*  ^  With  thèse  sentiments  I  commend  them  (my  Ma- 
dras pupils)  to  Almighty  God,  and  to  your  (the  govern- 
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ment  bf  Fort  St  George)  fatherly  protection  and  caxe.' 
So  be  it  now  !     Amen  ! 

"  Witness  my  hand  this  16th  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-one  years^ 

^'Andrew  Bell. 
"  John  Allen,  gent.,  Cambray  Street,  Cheltenham — 

Witness, 
"iENEAs  Cannon,  M.D.,  Cheltenham — ^Witness. 
''  Stephen    Hemsted   Mubley,   Surgeon,   Chelten- 
ham— Witness." 

Having  received  this  document,  the  trustées  imme- 
diately  answered  it  as  follows  : — 

««  St  Andrews,  19th  Nov.  1831. 
"  Révérend  Sir, 

"We  had  tins  morning  the  honour  to  receive 
y  our  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  titled  '  the  continuation 
of  my  letter  dated  9th  Nov.  1831,  addressed  to  WiDiam 
Haig,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Haldane,  &c.,  tais- 
tces,  &c.  &c.  ;*  and  after  an  attentive  and  careful  peru- 
sal  of  its  contents,  we  lose  no  time  in  replying. 

'^  We  wrote  you  on  the  16th  instant  at  considér- 
able length,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  alluded 
to,  regardîng  the  exécution  of  the  indenture  and  décla- 
ration of  trustff  at  Cheltenham  ;  and  we  think  that  the 
statement  which  we  then  took  the  liberty  of  submitting 
to  you  on  that  point,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  us  to 
notice  more  particularly  the  observations  on  the  same 
subject  contained  in  your  letter  received  by  us  to-day. 

"  As  to  the  charge  of  delays,  which  lias  been  urged 
against  us,  none  such  hâve  occurred  in  so  far  as  we  are 
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conceraed;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  hâve  been  most  ear- 
nest  and  urgent  ail  along  to  expedite  the  building  of 
the  Madras  collège.  The  advaneed  state  of  the  season 
alone  prevented  its  commencement  ;  and,  in  proof  of 
.thîs,  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  a  letter  from  Mr  Burn  to 
lis  of  date  the  6th  September  last,  (a  copy  of  which  was 
sent  you  on  the  followîng  day,  being  that  on  which  it 
reached  us,)  in  answer  to  a  rery  pressing  letter  from 
us,  entreating  that  no  time  might  be  lost  in  completing 
the  plans  and  proceeding  with  the  buildings,  in  which 
letter  Mr  Burn  craved  that  he  might  not  be  hurried 
with  thèse  plans,  and  in  very  strong  and  decided  terms 
advised  that  no  part  of  the  building  should  be  begun 
until  the  month  of  February  next  ;  and  that  by  allow- 
ing  the  latter  part  of  the  year  for  the  préparation  of  the 
working  drawings,  the  arrangement  of  contract,  the  lay^ 
ing  down  and  preparing  materials,  and  advaneing  the 
carpenters'and  joiners'departments,the  buildings  would 
Bot  only  be  as  soon  completed  in  every  department  as 
they  could  hâve  been  under  a  commencement  this 
autumn,  but  in  every  respect  would  be  preserved  against 
injury  from  the  weather  ;  and  the  substantial  and  unex- 
ceptionable  quality  of  the  work  be  fuUy  maintained.  And 
he  further  adds — '  by  adopting  this  arrangement  /  do 
not  onlypledge  myselfto  the  equally  speedy  completion 
of  the  buildings,  and  their  continued  satisfactory  occu- 
pation hereafter  ;  but  I  must  submit,  that  it  is  the  only 
prudent  and  judicious  course  to  pursue  with  so  impor- 
tant a  work  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  however 
désirons  I  might  feel  to  hâve  a  commencement  made, 
and  the  mason  work  advaneed,  I  cannot  (consistently 
with  my  duty  to  Dr  Bell  and  his  trustées)  permit  this 
step  to  be  taken  during  this  year,  without  pointing  out 
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most  forcîbly  tlie  risk  and  certain  înjury  the  opérations 
would  sustain,  particularly  as  by  a  différent  and  more 
regular  arrangement^  we  could  hâve  the  buildings  comple- 
ted  in  a  better  and  more  perfect  manner  within  the  same 
space  of  time/  and  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  you  hâve 
subsequently,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Bum,  expressed  your 
perfect  satisfaction  with  the  plan  proposed  to  be  adopted. 
''  With  respect  to  the  new  appointments  proposed  by 
you,  we  object  to  them  solely  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  indenture 
and  déclaration  of  trusts,  by  which  we  are  bound. 
You  hâve  by  it  invested  three  persons,  holding  very  hîgh 
and  important  offices,  as  spécial  patrons  and  visitors  of 
the  Madras  collège,  with  right  of  veto  in  the  appoint- 
ment  of  the  teachers  ;  and  the  assuming  the  visitors  now 
recommended,  would  be  not  only  a  virtual,  but  a  literal 
violation  of  the  terms  of  that  indenture  and  déclaration 
of  trusts,  and  ipso  facto  render  the  deed  void. 

^'  We  hâve  practised  no  concealments  or  réservation 
with  you,  but  hâve  communicated  every  thing  which 
bas  hitherto  taken  place  which  we  deemed  of  the 
smallest  importance  ;  and  we  hâve  deeply  to  regret  that, 
notwithstanding  our  earnest  endeavours  to  discharge 
the  important  duties  imposed  on  us  as  trustées,  we  bave 
failed  to  obtain  your  approbation,  which,  next  to  that 
of  God  and  our  own  conscience,  we  would  bave  looked 
upon  as  the  best  reward  of  our  anxious  labours. 

''  With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  we  are,  rev. 
SU',  your  very  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 

"  William  Haig. 

**  Robert  Haldane. 

'^  George  Buist. 

"  Andrew  Alexander." 
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Shortly  after  the  date  of  tliis  Ictter,  Dr  Bell  also 
received  communications  from  Mr  Grâce,  Mr  Burn, 
and  Professer  Alexander  ;  the  two  former  assuriiig  liim 
that  the  buildings  could  not  safely  be  commenced  before 
the  ensuing  spring,  and  the  latter  urging  many  objec- 
tions to  the  adoption  of  the  doctor*s  appointment  of 
spécial  visitors,  &c. 

Thèse,  however,  had  no  more  weight  with  him  than 
the  preceding  letters  from  the  trustées  ;  and  he  now  set 
himself  in  eamest  to  endeavour  to  compel  that  compli- 
ance  with  his  wishes  which  he  had  so  earnestly  request- 
ed  in  vain.  He  accordingly  addressed  the  foUowing 
brief  note  to  Principal  NichoU,  and  Professors  Cook, 
Hunter,  and  Gillespie. 

"  Cheltenham,  November  24, 1831. 

'^  What  immédiate  and  brief  additional  measure  can 
be  taken  to  enforce  compliance  with  ail  my  réquisitions 
and  injunctions,  that  will  lose  no  time,  require  no  for- 
mal  deed  or  exertion  on  my  part  ?  What  can  be  done 
— ^what  can  you  do — ^what  can  I  do,  in  one  moment  ? 

"  Write  by  return  of  post,  and  by  every  post,  and  give 
ail  the  further  information  and  advice  you  can  obtain. 
Excuse  haste.  Late  for  post,  and  not  one  must  be 
lost." 

He  also  wrote  by  the  same  post  to  Mr  Cook, 
requesting  him  to  Write  immediately,  and  give  him  his 
opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  an  eminent  lawyer,  counsellor, 
or  légal  adviser,  as  to  what  could  be  done  to  enforce  his 
réquisition  to  the  trustées. 

The  doctor  had  now  caused  some  of  the  correspon- 
dence  he  had  had  with  the  trustées  to  be  printed  ;  and 
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on  tlie  day  after  his  letter  to  Mr  Cook,  he  sent  some  of 
the  proof  sheets  to  Dr  Gillespie,  with  the  following 
note — of  which  he  also  sent  copies  to  Mr  Cook,  Dr 
Russell,  and  Dr  Hunter  : — 

«*  Chelteaham,  November  25,  183L 

''  It  is  my  désire  and  earnest  requèst,  for  the  reasons 
herein  stated,  and  for  other  most  weighty  and  impor- 
tant considérations  relative  to  my  views  în  the  founda- 
tion  of  the  Madras  collège  at  St  Andrews^  and  to  its 
permanent  welUbeing  and  prosperity,  that  the  claims 
which  I  hâve  hère  made^  in  behoof  of  the  extraordinary 
visitors  and  spécial  inspecter,  and  of  the  Lord  Prési- 
dent and  Senators  of  the  Court  of  Session,  and  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  of 
giving  publicîty  to  the  anniial  reports  and  accounts  of 
the  schools  and  the  funds,  and  of  the  expenditure  there- 
of,  be  prosecuted  to  the  utmost. 

•  "  How  can  this  be  donc  at  the  présent,  and  in  ail 
eveuts  ? 

"  Be  sure  to  wrîte  daily,  and  give  me  ail  the  informa- 
tion and  advice  y  ou  can. 

■  ^*  Apply  to  Dr  Hunter,  to  whom  I  hâve  sent  a  re- 
vised  proof." 

Two  days  afterwards  Dr  Gillespie  wrote  Dr  Bell  as 
foUows  : — 

*«  St  Andrews,  November  27, 1831. 
*'  My  dear  Sir, 

"  This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  the  24th, 
with  the  proof  statement.  I  immediately  waited  upon 
Dr  Hunter  and  Dr  Cook,  Principal  Nicholl  not  being  in 
the  way  ;  and  after  reading  over  your  letter  and  state- 
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ment  to  them,  they  requested  me,  in  the  fîrst  place,  to 
State  to  you  tliat,  witli  sentiments  of  deep  regard  and 
respect,  they  accept  of  the  office  of  extraordinary  visitors 
of  the  Madras  collège  at  St  Andrews,  in  which  senti- 
ments and  acceptance  I  know  that  Principal  NichoU 
cordially  concurs  ;  and  that  they,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
cur  with  me  in  thinking  that  counsel  should  be  immedi- 
ately  consulted,  either  by  you,  or  on  your  authority  by 
us,  in  regard  to  the  foUowing  points  : — 

"  l^*,  Whether  is  the  deed  executed,  &c.,  capable  of 
being  so  interpreted  as  to  admit  of  the  appointments 
contemplated  by  you  ? 

"  2rf,  Is  Dr  Bell  entitled  by  law  to  compel  the  trustées 
to  fulfil  bis  original  intentions,  and  supply  the  omissions, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  stated  by  Dr  Bell  in 
bis  printed  mémorial  ? 

"  3e/,  Whether,  in  departîng,  according  to  their  own 
statementy  from  the  strict  letter  of  the  deed,  they  hâve 
not,  on  the  one  hand,  either  formed  a  précèdent  for 
future  departures  of  a  similar  character,  or,  on  the 
other,  forfeited  their  trust. 

^^4<A,0n  either  of  thèse  alternatives  being  found,  what 
power  bas  Dr  Bell  in  appointing  extraordinary  visitors, 
or  even  new  trustées  ? 

"  I  shall  this  evening  wrîte  to  Mr  Grâce,  requesting 
a  copy  of  the  trust-deed  ;  but  it  is  possible  that  it  may  re- 
quire  a  mandate  from  you  to  enforce  the  request,  as  it  is 
now  a  month  since  I  lodged  the  présentation  in  the  hands 
of  the  trustées,  and  hâve  never  since  heard  one  word 
upon  the  subject,  nor  bave  my  papers  and  the  presen^ 
tation  becn  returned. 

*'  With  great  anxiety  and  sympathy  do  I  think  of 
your  many  and  severe  infirmities,  and  of  that  aggrava- 
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tlon  of  your  suflferîngs  to  which  you  hâve,  on  my  account 
in  particular,  been  subjected.  I  shall  write  to  you 
again  by  to-morrow's  post. 

^^  In  the  mean  tîme,  as  it  is  only  six  minutes  from  the 
post-hour,  I  must  close  this  letter  with  expressing 
myself 

^*  Your  grateful  and  sincère  friend, 

"  Thomas  Gillesfie/' 

Mr  Cook  now  wrote,  in  reply  to  Dr  Bell's  request 
that  he  would  obtain  a  légal  opinion  as  to  liis  power  of 
enforcing  the  appointment  of  visitors,  informing  him 
that  he  had  consulted  an  eminent  Scotch  counsel,  ^Mr 
More,)  whose  opinion,  as  far  as  he  could  form  it 
without  having  seen  the  deeds,  was  strongly  in  faveur 
of  Dr  Bell's  claim. 

The  doctor  had,  in  the  mean  time,  been  preparing  a 
supplément  to  his  letter  or  deed  dated  the  9th  and 
16th  of  November  1831,  which  he  now  addressed  to 
the  trustées  of  the  Madras  collège,  the  provost,  magis- 
trales, and  corporation  of  St  Andrews,  the  ministers 
of  the  parishes  of  St  Andrews  and  St  Leonards  and  of 
the  Episcopal  chapel,  and  the  principal  and  professors 
of  the  university. 

In  this  document,  (which  was  also  printed,)  after 
giving  an  extract  from  Provost  Haig's  letter  of  the  13th 
of  June,  about  the  projected  improvements  in  St  An- 
drews, he  proceeds  thus  : — 

''  28t1i  NoTember  1831. 

'*  The  above  extract  bears  primé  /acte  évidence  of 
its  being  the  natural  and  spontaneous  effusion  of  a 
right  understanding  and  a  grateful  heart,  on  the  original 
notification  of  the  munificent  grant  to  the  city  of  St 
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Andrews — ^unbîased  by  party  or  policy,  and  unfettered 
by  powerful  influence. 

"  So  libéral  a  plan  does  the  greatest  crédit  to  the 
originator,  and  those  wbo  acted  with  him.  It  met  at 
the  time,  and  ever  muât  meet^  with  my  cordial  and 
entire  concurrence  and  approbation  ;  and  it  is  my  désire 
that  it  be  the  first  permanent^  and  useful,  and  ornamental 
work  in  the  city  ;  and  that  it  be  set  about  with  ail  con- 
venient  speed  ;  and  this  for  many  weighty  reasons^  and 
especially  as  it  so  happily  connects  with^  and  unités 
itself  as  it  were  to,  the  Madras  collège  and  its  objects — 
enough,  indeed,  to  call  forth  the  jealousies  and  overt 
and  covert  counteraction  of  the  advocates  of  the  old 
school,  as  well  as  the  intrigues  of  those,  if  any  such 
there  be,  who  prefer  their  private  ends  to  the  public 
good. 

"  It  is,  however,  hoped  that  the  munificence  of  the 
grant  will  prevent  the  récurrence  of  adverse  circum- 
stances  ;  and  that  the  Madras  scheme,  in  ail  its  bear- 
ings,  if  justice  be  done  to  it,  will  prove  an  eflfectual 
antidote  to  the  reigning  genîus  and  monopolizing  spirit 
of  narrow  counsels  and  restrictive  administration  of  the 
new  System.* 

"  The  misfortune  bas  been,  that  there  was  no  osten- 

*  **  If  the  author,  in  the  diffusion  of  the  Madras  System,  had  followed 
dilatory,  protracted,  restrictive,  inoperative,  or  suppressive  measurcs,  it 
would  not  hâve  reached,  at  this  day,  the  height  which  it  has  attained. 

^^  In  a  grand  undertaking,  with  overflowing  means,  an  enthasiast  T?ould 
not  restrict  himself  to  a  single  experiment,  by  which  a  satisfactory  resuit 
cannot  be  ezpected,  and  much  time  may  be  lost  It  is  by  comparison  and 
compétition  that  full  sococss  is  to  be  arrived  at. 

**  To  a  man  of  ardent  mind,  deeply  penetrated  with  the  magnitude  of 
his  enterprise,  it  is  most  af&ictive  to  be  bereaved  of  the  comfort  of  ail 
tidings  of  the  carly  fruits  of  his  last  effort  ;  and  of  an  expérimental  antici- 
pation of  a  full  and  mature  harvest  in  contiguous  fielda  at  the  same  time.** 
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sible  and  responsible  agents  no  accountable  and  stipen- 
diary  superintendent,  such  as  I  hâve  always  soiight  for^ 
who  might  cany  on  the  correspondence,  ftirnish  infor- 
mation^ forward  the  work,  and  direct  the  application  of 
the funds  to  their  destination;  and  that  my  talent  should 
not  be  buried  in  the  ground  while  I  was  yet  above  ît, 
and  I  might  hear  of  its  appropriation,  and  not  of  its 
being  hoarded  while  it  may  be  of  essential  and  primary 
importance  as  an  example  and  model. 

"  Extraet  of  a  Letter  fram  the  Rev.  Dr  Bkix  to  WnxiAM  Haig,  Esq.^ 
Provogty  the  Bev,  Drs  Haij>ane  and  Buist,  Ministère^  and  Andrkw 
Alexandeb,  il.3f.,  Professor  of  Greek,  ^  Andrews — dated  16M  May 
1831. 

"  *  I  send  you  a  sterling  proof  of  the  entire  confi- 
dence which  I  place  in  you,  trusting  implîcitly  that  you 
will  apply  thèse  funds  (£120,000  three  per  cent  Bank 
annuities)  according  to  my  intentions  in  putting  them 
înto  your  hands.' 

^'  Now  you  will  pardon  me  for  remarking  that,  ever 
since  I  wrote  to  Mr  Burn,  useless  epistles  hâve  been 
addressed  to  me,  relative  to  an  event  which  is  irretriev- 
able  ;*  whilst  on  the  subjects  of  my  repeated  enquiries 
and  deepest  concernment,  dépendent  solely  on  the  trus- 
tees,  a  rigid  silence  is  continued.  To  this  moment  ît 
has  never  been  intimated  to  me  why,  with  such  super- 
abundant  funds,  an  exclusive  privilège  is  granted  to  the 
English  school,  though  quite  defective  in  accommodap- 

*  ^'  There  seems  now  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  buildings  will  at  last 
be  flnished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  trostees  and  Mr  Burn,  but  the  tîme 
lost  cannot  be  recalled. 

"  It  is  hoped  that  the  new  street  will  follow  of  course,  so  appropriate  to 
the  coropletion  of  the  plan/' 
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tion  ;  and  why  an  additîonal  and  provîsional  master  of 
expérience  and  proved  ability  has  not  been  obtained, 
(as  at  other  places,)  and  temporary  accommodation 
furnished,  commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the  popula^ 
tion,  therebj  calling  forth  a  gênerons  émulation  which 
may  lead  to  superior  proficiency. 

"  It  is  marvellous,  as  well  as  moet  distressîng,  to 
observe,  that  no  eflectual  measures  hâve  been  taken  to 
obtain  this  essential  and  indispensable  requisite. 

^^  The  foUowing  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
patrons  of  the  Cupar  academy  : — 

"  '  Such  being  the  favourable  and  promising  circum- 
stances  under  which  Mr  Smith  has  come  amongst  ns, 
we  anticipate  with  confidence  the  most  favourable  re- 
sults.  Whilst  the  réduction  of  the  fées  (which  we  yet 
hope  to  see  further  lowered)  will  operate  in  increasing 
his  numbers,  the  fuU  and  fair  adoption  of  the  Madras 
System  (which,  under  Mr  Ridley,  has,  in  Ayr,  raised 
a  school  of  little  more  than  one  hundred  to  nearly^wr 
hundred  scholars)  will  secure,  we  doubt  not,  for  a  pro- 
portional  increase  of  numbers  in  Cupar,  the  blessings 
of  éducation — that  moral,  religions,  and  useful  instruc- 
tion, which,  under  God's  blessing,  may  operate  to  their 
own  happiness,  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  state, 
and  to  the  manifestation  of  the  incalculable  advantages 
attending  the  adoption  of  the  monitorial  System/ 

"  A  report  of  the  Leith  school,  as  related  to  me, 
States  : — 

^'  '  Mr  Wyer  has  been  hère  some  time.  He  is  an 
excellent  young  man,  élever,  and  mild  tempered.  He 
has  already  made  a  most  favourable  impression,  both 
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iipon  parents  and  pupUs  ;  and  I  hâve  no  doubt  tliat  he 
will  become  extremely  popular  and  useful.  He  îs  coin- 
pletely  master  of  your  System,  keeps  the  children  busy 
and  happy  ;  and  delights  the  mammas,  because  there  is 
no  severity  or  corporal  punishment.  The  infants  them- 
selves  are  already  trying  to  be  teachers  ;  they  repeat  at 
home  the  tactics  and  lessons  of  the  school  upon  their 
younger  brothers  and  sisters  ;  and,  in  fact,  convert  theîr 
nurseries  into  Madras  seminaries.' 

'^  Compare  this  with  the  reports  from  St  Andrews, 
in  1818-19. 

'^  In  that  year,  there  was  a  beautiful  and  excellent 
Madras  school  under  many  disadvantages,  ail  OTercome 
by  a  zealous,  able,  and  expert  master,  (with  earnest 
and  diligent  inspection,)  an  élevé  of  the  Barrington 
school;  for  which  see  Wrongs — ^indication  qfCIiil" 
dren^  1819 — a  publication  proscribed  for  the  whole- 
some  truths  which  it  contains.  Let  it  be  immediately 
reprinted. 

"  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that,  if  Mr  Ridley  had 
been  retained,  encouraged,  and  supported,  St  Andrews 
would  hâve  been  (such  as  Ayr  now  is)  supereminent 
as  a  Madras  school  and  seminary  of  éducation,  and  a 
thriving  city  ;  and  that  Ayr  would  now  be  a  respect- 
able academy  of  the  old  school.  What  might  not  Ayr 
hâve  been,  if  Ridley's  example  had  been  foUowed 
throughout  the  academy  ! 

"  On  the  inattention  shown  to  the  Madras  System 
at  St  Andrews,  the  neglect  of  compiling  and  publish- 
ing  elementary  books,  and  the  absence  of  what  is  pro- 
perly  my  vocation,  ail  that  is  strictly  scholastic,  not- 
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withstanding  solemn  pledges  and  reiterated  protesta- 
tions for  its  immédiate  and  exemplary  furtherance^  it  is 
not  for  me  to  pronounce  an  opinion. 

"  Do  the  following  contradictory  statements  furnish 
any  due  to  the  solution  of  this  phenomenon  ? 

"  On  the  one  hand^  there  hâve  been  foreboded  from 
the  counsels  and  réquisitions  of  Dr  Bell^  a  disunion 
and  disorganization^  and  a  future  job;  and  thence 
Jucili  descensUy  a  violent  dissolution. 

"  Such,  it  seems^  are  the  necessary  fruits  of  super- 
fluous  funds^  that  the  best  concerted  checks  and  régu- 
lations can  only  lead  to  abuses^  degeneracy,  and  jobs. 
Alas  for  those  to  whom  superabundant  provisions  hâve 
been  givcn  in  hand  ! 

"  My  belief  is,  that  under  a  zealous,  active,  and 
able  agent  and  superintendent,  the  Madras  collège 
might  hâve  been  nearly  built  by  this  time,  and  that  St 
Andrews  would,  in  no  long  time,  hâve  become  a 
Madras  city  ;  whereas,  at  présent,  there  is  every  indi- 
cation that  those  who  should  hâve  first  started  in  the 
Madras  career,  with  so  many  and  great  advantages, 
will  be  left  in  the  background,  and  forfeit  their  birth- 
right — their  priority  and  precedence — and  leave  the 
example  to  be  set  to  them  by  others,  which  it  was 
given  them  to  anticipate  and  exhibit.  At  the  présent 
rate  of  inactivity,  there  will  not  be  a  fair  commence- 
ment of  the  régénération  contemplated  hy  them  during 
the  lives  of  several  of  those  engaged  in  the  under- 
taking.  While  they  are  deploring  distant  retrogres- 
sion,  a  progress  to  advancement  in  their  work  may  be 
made  that  would  bo  an  antidote  to,  and  avert,  the 
menaced  evils. 
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^'  On  the  other  hand^  it  is  emphatîcally  pronounced 
on  the  présent  prospects  of  St  Andrews  : — 

"  ^  Dr  BelPs  liitle  finger,  when  put  to  the  work, 
will  do  more  than  the  whole  of  St  Andrews,  taking  ail 
its  hodies,  public  and  private,  chartered  and  corporate, 
indîvidually  and  coUectively  together.  With  some 
there  is  ability  without  inclination  ;  with  others,  incli- 
nation without  ability  ;  and  with  almost  ail,  compara- 
tively  an  absence  of  that  vis  vivida  mentis,  which  is 
the  soûl  of  his  unremitting  exertions  and  gênerons 
sacrifices  in  behalf  of  éducation/ 

^'  AU  due  allowance,  on  reading  my  anxious  and 
earnest  productions,  will  be  made  for  the  condition  and 
circumstances  in  which  they  are  written  ;  and  for  the 
painful  necessity  to  which  I  was  reduced  of  printing 
the  letter,  which  the  trustées  refused  to  communicate 
to  those  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  themselves,  it  was 
addressed,  there  being  no  alternative  left,  under  pré- 
sent circumstances,  to  arouse  the  dormant  trustées  to 
their  undertaking,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  my 
object. 

*^  The  great  stake  which  I  hâve  placed  in  your  hands 
— my  deep  interest  in  the  city  and  the  seminaries  in 
which  I  was  bom  and  bred;  and  my  extrême  solîci- 
tude  for  their  welfare  at  this  anxious  period  ;  and  that 
St  Andrews*  may  avail  herself  of  the  blessings  which 
I  trust  my  favourite  child,  the  new  System  of  educa- 

•  •*  St  Andrews  may  attribute  much  of  what  has  been  done  for  ber  to 
tbe  character  of  an  old  chief  magistrate,  (Baillîe  Bell^)  whose  singolar 
genîus,  probity,  and  mechanical  and  practîcal  science»  stîll  live  in  the  me- 
mory  of  his  few  contemporary  fellow-citizens,  as  well  as  in  the  heart  of 
his  son,  who  bas  ever  looked  up  to  his  parental  ezample  and  instructions. 
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tion,  is  fraught  with  for  them  and  for  others,  will  plead 
powerfiiUy  in  my  behalf.  And  though  St  Andrews 
cannot  now  stand  foremost  in  the  career  of  Madras 
schools;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  she  will  now  hâve 
recoiirse  to  immédiate  and  efficient  measures,  and  may 
yet  attain  to  eminence  as  a  future  modeh 

"  Finally,  it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  I  hâve  to 
express  my  entire  approbation  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  ladies'  committee,  and  of  the  directors,  relative  to 
the  Infant  schooL  It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to 
observe  the  very  respectable  attendance  of  the  real 
friends  of  éducation  at  the  late  meetings  and  élection 
of  Miss  Brown.  May  they  go  on  and  prosper  !  And 
the  blessing  of  God  be  with  them  !     I  conclude, 

'^  *  Salve,  magna  Parens  !    Salve,  Âlma  Mater  !* 

"  Witness  my  hand,  this  28th  day  of  Nov.  1831. 

''  A.  Bell." 

Shortly  afterwards  he  added  the  following  : — 

'*  P.  S. — For  the  infatuation  of  the  trustées,  I  blâme 
my  enormous  and  astounding  donations. 

*'  They  assign  as  a  reason  for  keeping  my  fund  in 

'*  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  was  drtven  from  the  gramroar  school  by 
cruel ties  that  would  now  hardly  be  credited. 

^'  By  hîs  persoDal  ÎDfluence  he  quelled,  when  ail  other  means  had  failed, 
a  meal-mobj  an  occurrence  not  unusual  at  that  period. 

**  He  regulated  their  tinaepieces  in  the  public  lîbrary  for  the  university 
by  observations,  and  was  of  great  service  to  Dr  Wilkie,  the  professer  of 
natural  philosophy,  in  prepariog  his  experiments. 

*<  In  a  v?ord,  such  was  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held,  that  his 
funeral  was  attended  by  the  heads  (the  principals  and  professors)  of  the 
university  in  their  gowns,  a  compliment  rarely,  if  ever,  paid  to  persons  in 
hislowly  station.— A>«  leUeron  his  deathfrom  Dr  Adarnson^Jh-êtAfimster 
of  St  Andrews^  to  Dr  Bell  m  India,^ 
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abejance  for  upwards  of  a  year,  and  not  openîng 
schools;  that  '  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  (Dec.  1,) 
Dr  Haldane  endeavoured  to  procure  a  temporary 
school,  anticipating  as  it  were  your  wishes,  but  failed 
in  tlie  attempt/ — Substitute  Dr  G.  for  Dr  H.,  and  ail 
St  Andrews  will  soon  be  alive. 

'^  The  plea  for  not  communicating  my  last  and  most 
important  letter  to  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed^  as 
well  as  to  the  trustées,  is — *  It  is  to  be  apprehended 
that  if  the  plan  is  hastily  and  prematurely  divulged,  it 
■will  bave  the  eflfect  of  inducing  the  proprietors  of  thèse 
propertîes  to  insist  upon  exorbitant  and  extravagant 
priées.' — As  if  Provost  Haig's  resolutions  in  council, 
dated  June  13th,  did  not  divulge  this  secret,  not  to 
mention  subséquent  steps,  and  my  manuscripts  and 
printed  papers. 

"  Alas  for  my  native  city,  if  such  arguments  pass 
current  there  ! 

'^  Alas  for  my  overpowerîng  gratuities,  which  hâve 
wrought  such  a  metamorphosis  in  my  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  friends  ;  and  so  far  defeated  my  primary  and 
immédiate  object,  which  was  to  render  St  Andrews 
the  archétype  of  the  Madras  System  in  Scotland  !  " 

Dr  Gillespie  now  wrote,  informing  Dr  Bell  that  he 
had  seen  Dr  Hunter,  whose  opinion  was  that  no  steps 
could  be  taken  until  they  had  seen  the  deed,  for  a  copy 
of  which  he  had  applied  to  Mr  Grâce  in  the  name  of 
the  extraordinary  visitors,  and  received  the  following 
reply  : — 

«  St  Andrews,  Noy.  29,  1831. 

"  Sir, 

''  I  hâve  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
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of  the  28th  Instant,  intimating  that  you  were  requested 
by  the  extraordinary  visitors  appointed  by  Dr  Bell  to 
the  Madras  collège  at  St  Andrews,  to  request  of  the 
trustées  upon  the  funds  a  certified  copy  of  the  deed 
under  which  they  aet,  and  that  it  would  likewise  be  an 
accommodation  to  yourself  personally,  if  an  answer 
were  returned  by  the  trustées  to  your  letter  and  papers, 
which  had  been  upwards  of  a  month  in  their  possession. 

"  I  bave  now  to  inform  you  that  I  hâve  to-day  laid 
your  letter  before  a  meeting  of  Dr  Bell's  tnistees,  by 
whom  I  am  instructed  to  state,  that  they  did  not  feel 
themselves  called  on  to  furnish  you  with  the  certified 
copy  of  the  indenture  and  déclaration  of  trusts  between 
Dr  Bell  and  them  rcquired  by  you  ;  and  that  they  hâve 
already  transmitted  copies  of  the  deed  to  the  patrons 
and  visitors  thereby  appointed. 

*^  I  am  also  directed  by  the  trustées  to  return  to  you 
herewith  the  papers  which  accompanied  your  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  with 
a  copy  of  that  letter  ;  but  they  do  not  consider  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  part  with  the  original  letter,  or  any 
letters  or  papers  addressed  to  them  personally  connect- 
ed  with  the  subject  of  their  trust. 

*'  I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant." 

In  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  Dr  Bell 
received  the  foUowing  answer  from  the  trustées  to  his 
supplementary  document  of  the  28th  of  Novemben 

^  St  Andrews,  December  2, 1831. 
^*  Révérend  and  dear  Sir, 

*'  We  hâve  received  the  supplément  to  your  letters 
VOL.  m.  2  K 
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of  the  9th  and  16th  ultimo^  and  a  printed  copy  of  the 
same,  and  observe  with  great  satisfaction  your  renewed 
approbation  of  the  plan  suggested  by  Provost  Haig, 
of  forming  a  street  to  terminate  opposite  to  the  Ma- 
dras collège,  and  to  be  called  '  Bell's  Street.'  You 
are  aware  that,  for  the  completion  of  that  objecta  it 
will  be  requisite  to  purchase  several  properties  lying  in 
the  line  of  the  proposed  street  ;  and  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended^  that  if  the  plan  is  hastily  and  prematurely 
divulged,  it  will  hâve  the  effect  of  inducing  the  pro- 
prietors  of  thèse  properties  to  insist  upon  exorbitant 
and  extravagant  priées.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  you 
will  consider  it  at  présent  inexpedient  to  communicate 
your  letter  to  the  varions  persons  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed  ;  but  if,  notwithstanding  the  reason  we  hâve 
now  assigned  of  keeping  în  reserve  your  communica- 
tion for  a  time^  you  wish  it  to  be  circulated  in  the 
manner  you  propose,  such  is  our  anxiety  to  meet  your 
vîews,  that  we  shall  lay  it  before  the  numerous  indivi- 
duals  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  as  soon  as  you  express 
your  wishes  to  that  effect. 

"  In  the  mean  time  we,  along  with  the  magistrates, 
hâve  this  day  inspected  the  property  which  belongs  to 
the  town,  through  which  a  great  part  of  the  proposed 
street  is  to  run  ;  and  directions  hâve  been  given  for 
the  préparation  of  a  plan  of  feuing  ont  that  property 
for  the  commencement  of  the  new  street,  so  soon  as 
the  existing  lease  of  it  expires,  which  is  at  the  ensoing 
tenu  of  Candlemas,  till  which  term  entry  to  it  cannot 
be  obtained.  The  completion  of  this  object  miist 
necessarily,  however,  be  slow,  since  the  trustées  are 
empowered  to  apply  only  the  dividends  or  interest  of 
the  £10,000  stock  appropriated  for  improvement,  and 
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cannot  encroacb  upon  the  capital  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  necessary  purchases. 

"  We  hâve  only  to  observe,  in  conclusion,  that  no 
exclusive  privilège  has  been  granted  by  us  to  the  Eng- 
lish  school;  and  if  you  bave  received  information  to 
that  effect,  it  bas  proceeded  either  from  ignorance  or 
misrepresentation.     We  would  be  most  happy  to  pro- 
vide temporary  accommodation  for  the  purposes  of  édu- 
cation ;  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  we  suc- 
ceeded  in  procuring  such  accommodation  for  the  Infant 
school  ;  and  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  Dr  Haldane 
endeavoured  to  procure  a  temporary  school,  anticipating 
as  it  were  your  wishes,  but  failed  in  the  attempt.     We 
could  no  doubt  build  such  accommodation;  but  we 
doubt  the  expediency  of  making  such  a  pecuniary  sa- 
crifice, confident  as  we  are  that  the  ample  halls  of  the 
Madras  collège  will  be  open  to  the   children  of  St 
Andrews  of  ail  classes  in  the  course  of  little  more  than  a 
year,  and  several  of  them  in  less  time  than  that.   Then, 
it  is  conceived,  will  be  the  proper  time  for  appointing 
additional  and  provisional  masters — ^a  duty  in  the  due 
discharge  of  which  we  shall  be  happy  to  receive  your 
experienced  counsel  and  efibctive  assistance.     In  the 
mean  time,  Mr  Waugh  and  Mr  Crichton  bave  each  of 
them  employed  able  assistants — a  temporary  arrange- 
ment in  which  we  bave  thought  proper  to  acquiesce. 

'*  The  other  schools  are  not  discouraged,  and  though 
we  are  not  entitled  to  assist  them  from  the  funds  under 
our  trust,  thèse  being  strictly  confined  to  the  Madras 
collège,  the  spirit  of  rivalry  and  émulation  is  as  active 
as  it  has  heretofore  been  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  with 
accommodation  still  more  defective  than  that  of  the 
English  school,  and  not  at  ail  adapted  for  the  develop- 
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ment  of  your  invaluable  System,  Mr  Strachan,  a 
private  teacher,  has  a  school  of  upwards  of  a  hundred 
pupils. 

^'  It  was  wîth  great  pleasure  that  we  observed  your 
approbation  of  the  measures  taken  in  respect  to  the 
Infant  school.  We  propose,  in  the  course  of  afortnight, 
to  hâve  our  fîrst  quarterly  examination  of  the  Latin 
and  English  schools,  when  we  trust  we  shall  be  able  to 
report  that  they  are  not  unworthy  to  be  the  nudeus 
hère  of  your  great  and  benevolent  plans. 

"  With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  we  are, 
révérend  and  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  veiy 
humble  servants, 

*^  WttLIAM  HaIG. 

^*  Robert  Hâldanb. 

"  Geo.  Buist. 

^'  Andrew  Alexander/* 
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CHAPTEE  LX. 

Transactions  and  Correspondence  connected  with  the  St  Andrews  Trust — 
Report  of  the  Ezaminations  of  the  English  and  Granimar  Schools  there — 
Dr  Beirs  Holograph  Deed — Letters  to  Mr  Cook->I>r  Bell's  Memoranda — 
Meetings  of  the  Supplementary  Tmsteea  nominated  by  Dr  Bell — Pro- 
ceedings  stayed  by  Dr  Beirs  death. 

Shortlt  after  the  letter  with  which  the  preceding 
chapter  concludes,  Mr  Cook  wrote,  informîng  Dr  Bell 
that  lie  had  just  returned  from  St  Andrews,  whîther 
he  had  gone  for  the  purpose  of  havîng  an  interview 
with  the  trustées,  and  giving  hîm  an  account  of  what 
had  passed  hetween  them.  The  chief  communication 
that  he  had  made  to  the  trustées — after  ascertaining  that 
thcy  were  fuUy  aware  of  what  Dr  Bell  required,  and  of 
what  he  complained — ^was,  that  he  (Mr  Cook)  had  laid 
before  counsel  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  opinion  how 
far  Dr  Bell  was  legally  entitled  to  make  the  appoint- 
ments  and  régulations  therein  suggestcd,  and  that 
he  had  obtaired  the  most  decided  opinion  of  his  power 
to  do  what  he  had  proposed;  and  he  went  on  to  say,  that 
before  acting  upon  that  opinion,  he  had  suggcsted  the 
propriety  of  his  meeting  with  the  trustées,  as  he  was 
not  without  the  hope  that  matters  might  be  amicably 
arranged. 

To  this  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  reply  of  the 
trustées  was  as  foUows  : — 
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'^  1.  That  as  the  deed  of  indenture  had  not  been  laid 
before  Mr  More,  they  could  not  consider  hîs  opinion 
as  one  upon  the  fuU  case. 

*^  2.  That  the  deed  in  theîr  faveur  was  a  conduded 
deed,  imposing  upon  them  a  variety  of  important  duties, 
ail  of  which  they  were  bound  to  perforai  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment  and  abîlity,  which  they  wete  determined 
to  perfonn  ;  and  with  which  you  had  no  power  now  to 
interfère. 

"  3.  That  they  were  notwithstandîng  (quite  aware 
how  rauch  they  owed  to  you  for  your  unbounded  muni- 
ficence) extremely  solicitons,  in  every  thing  consistent 
with  their  duty,  to  foUow  your  suggestions  ;  but  in  the 
présent  case,  they  thought  to  give  Dr  Gillespîe  £100 
a-year  for  eight  years,  was  a  complète  misapplication  of 
the  funds  from  the  purposes  to  which,  by  the  deed,  you 
had  drrected  them  to  apply  the  funds. 

"  4.  That  two  of  the  trustées  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  appointment  of  Dr  Gillespie  to  be  superintendent, 
as  proposed,  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  establishment,  would  be  disagreeable  to  the  masters 
of  the  schools,  and  would  be  productive  of  the  worst 
conséquences. 

"  5.  That  for  the  reasons  three  and  four,  they  could 
not  give  Dr  Gillespie  the  proposed  annuity,  nor  recog- 
nise  him  as  superintendent  or  extra-visitor,  unless  they 
were  compelled  to  do  so,  or  were  assured  they  were 
bound  to  do  so. 

*'  6.  That  the  time  for  récognition  of  the  proposed 
extraordinary  visitants,  Dr  NichoU,  &c.,  had  notyet  ar- 
rived,  though  they  probably  might  be  disposed  to  listen 
to  suggestions  coming  from  them,  as  matter  of  favour. 
On  this  point,  however,  they  said  very  little. 
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'*  7.  That  tho  town  of  St  Andrews,  by  an  act  of 
council,  had  surrendered  their  patronage  of  the  schools 
to  your  trustées  ;  that  this  was  done  under  the  terms 
of  the  deed  of  indenture  formerly  executed  by  you,  and 
any  altération  of  that  deed  might  restore  the  patron- 
age to  the  town-council. 

"  8.  That  were  they  in  this  case  to  recognise  ap- 
pointments  by  you,  quite  diflferent  from  the  final  deed 
of  indenture,  it  might  open  the  door  to  other  changes  ; 
and  which  eventually  might  defeat  ail  the  objects  for 
which  the  trust  was  originally  created. 

'*  9.  That  entertaining  thèse  views,  they  did  not  feel 
themselves  at  liberty  to  recognise  your  deed  of  30th 
September  1831,  or  any  deed  of  similar  import,  without 
the  best  légal  advice." 

'^  I  wished  to  know,"  continues  Mr  Cook  in  the  same 
letter  from  which  thèse  objections  are  taken,  "  whether 
if,  upon  seeing  the  deed  of  indenture  executed  by  you, 
(of  which  they  promised  to  send  me  immediately  a  copy,) 
Mr  More  should  adhère  to  the  opinion  he  had  given, 
the  trustées  would  recognise  your  deed  of  30th  Septem- 
ber 1831.     They  said  they  could  not  at  présent  ^swer 
this  question,  because  they  might  require  to  take  opin- 
ions both  of  English  and  Scotch  counsel  ;  as  the  deed 
was  executed  in  England,  and  might  require  to  be  in- 
terpreted  by  the  law  of  England.     I  told  them  I  had 
put  the  question,  because  I  might  hâve  occasion  for  you 
to  act  immediately  ;  that  I  had  rather  wished  I  should 
hâve  obtained  their  concurrence  to  any  deed  you  might 
be  advised  to  exécute  ;  that  I  entertained  little  or  no 
doubt  of  your  powers  ;  and  that,  even  were  thèse  more 
doubtful,  I  wished  them  to  consider  what  appearance 
it  would  hâve  to  the  world,  that  they,  your  trustées  and 
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commîssîoners,  appoînted  by  you  to  carry  into  eflTect 
your  own  Madras  System,  should  be  opposing  you  in 
the  prosecution  and  ftirtherance  of  your  scheme.  In 
short,  we  parted  with  no  concession  by  them,  farther 
than  the  expression  of  great  regard  to  you,  their  désire 
to  forward  your  wishes  in  every  thing  which  appeared 
to  them  to  be  consistent  with  their  duty  ;  but  that  they 
could  not  recognise,  for  the  reasons  stated,  your  deed 
of  30th  September  1831. 

"  Mr  Grâce  promised  to  seijd  me  iramediately  a 
copy  of  your  deed  to  the  trustées  ;  and  what  I  propose 
is,  on  receiving  this,  to  lay  it  before  Mr  More^  and  if 
he  continues  to  be  of  the  opinion  already  given,  to  ad- 
vise  with  him  as  to  the  terms  of  the  deed  to  be  executed 
by  you,  and  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  enforce  it.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  instrument  restrictive  of  your  powers, 
excepting,  perhaps,  having  vested  the  nomination  of  the 
masters  in  the  trustées,  subject  to  the  veto  of  the  hon- 
ourable  persons  therein  named  ;  but  then  the  question 
remains,  whether  you,  the  donor  and  founder,  may  not 
yet  alter  the  terms  of  the  deed,  even  in  this  particular. 
On  ôther  points,  of  naming  extraordinary  visitors, 
superintendents,  &c.,  the  deed  is  silent  ;  and  it  seems 
most  reasonable  that  you  should  direct  on  this  subject, 
as  may  appear  to  you  the  most  likely  to  promote  the 
advancement  and  prosperity  of  your  own  institution." 

Immediately  after  this,  Dr  Bell  executed  the  follow- 
ing  paper,  which  was  also  printed  at  the  end  of  the  sup- 
plément, and  sent  to  St  Andrews  and  other  places  : — 

"  Conclusion  :  Finis  operis  vitœque,  Whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  delays  in  building,  it  îs  évident 
that  tho  trustées  are  responsible  for  withholding,  in  the 
mean  tîrae,  the  annual  revenues  of  my  gratuitous  dona- 
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tîons,  (for  whîch  they  gave  no  considération,)  or  any 
part  thereof,  necessary  for  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  put  into  their  hands — namely,  the  communication 
of  the  blessings  of  éducation  on  the  Madras  System  to 
the  whole  population  of  St  Andrews  ;  and  also  for  their 
uniform  disregard  and  systematic  opposition  to  my 
eamest  and  repoated  entreaties^  instructions,  and  or- 
dinances. 

"  In  one  case  they  say  *  want  ofroom'  .  .  .  How 
many  rooms  such,  or  suchlike,  as  Ridley  achieved  his 
admirable  experiments  in,  and  also  able  and  tried 
masters,  might  hâve  been  procured  under  an  active 
manager  with  a  portion  of  the  annual  revenues? 

'^  In  answer  to  other  demands  made  upon  them,  they 
claim  the  bond — the  flesh  without  a  particle  of  the  blood, 
which  is  the  life  thereof — an  indenture  engrossed,  as 
has  been  seen,  in  the  most  conflicting,  distracting,  and 
vexations  circumstances,  (see  supra  this  and  foregoing 
letters,  documents,  and  mémorial,  passim;)  and  when 
they  held  transfers  from  me  of  £120,000  three  per 
cents,  and  while  I  was  labouring  under  a  deprivation  of 
voice,  and  an  appréhension  of  impending  dissolution. 

*'  This  bond  or  indenture,  after  repeated  applications, 
they  hâve  refused  to  show  or  communicate  to  the  extra^ 
ordinary  visitors  whom  I  hâve  appointed-— with  what 
vicw  let  them  say. 

"  In  deferring  to  St  Andrews  I  was  apprehensive  of 
the  leaven  of  the  old  school  ;  and  how  has  the  event  so 
far  tumed  ont  ?  And  what  has  the  policy  of  the  trus- 
tées gained  for  themselves,  and  the  citizens,  by  their 
realization  of  my  fears  ? 

"In  the  last  stage  I  see  no  other  remedy,  if  they  do 
not  immediately  bind  themselves  to  the  extraordinary 
visitors,  (whom  I  could  wish  were  .eztendcd  to  the 
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principals  and  ail  the  professors — masters — of  the 
university,)  to  comply  with,  and  give  effect  to,  ail  my 
appointments  and  réquisitions,  without  évasion  or  appcal^ 
than  in  the  dernier  resort,  that  application  be  made  to 
Chancery  to  give  orders  most  proper  to  fulfil  my  réqui- 
sitions in  the  nianner,  and  by  the  authorities^  most  fit- 
ting  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

"  Witness  my  hand,  this  ISth  day  of  December 
1831, 

"  A.  Bell." 

"  ^NEAs  Cannon,  M.D.,  Witness. 

*'  Stephen  Hemsted  Mueley,  Surgeon,  Witness." 

Mr  Cook  now  wrote  again,  (December  16,)  sayîng 
that  he  had  received  from  Mr  Grâce  a  copy  of  the 
"  Deed  or  Instrument  between  Dr  Bell  and  the  trus- 
tées of  the  Madras  School,'*  with  other  papers,  which 
he  had  laid  before  Mr  More,  together  with  a  case  which 
he  had  drawn  up  from  them  ;  and  by  the  next  post  he 
enclosed  this,  together  with  Mr  More's  written  opinion 
upon  ail  the  points  contained  in  it,  which  was  entirely 
and  very  strongly  in  Dr  Bell's  faveur.  *'  On  con- 
versing  with  Mr  More,"  continues  Mr  Cook,  in  the  let- 
ter  which  accompanied  thèse  papers,  '*  he  seemed  rath^- 
to  advise  that  you  should  appoint  Dr  Nicholl,  Dr  Cook, 
and  Dr  Hunter,  supplementary  trustées,  with  the  same 
powers  as  you  mean  to  give  to  the  other  trustées — ^and 
for  this  reason,  that  the  term  extraordinary  visitors 
may  not  be  so  well  understood,  and  which  will  give  them 
no  control  or  say  in  the  management  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  and  that  Dr  Gillespie  ought  to  be  appointed  to 
the  office  of  spécial  visiter,  inspecter,  and  Madras  his- 
torian,  with  the  salaiy  of  £100  yearly  during  the  perîod 
mentioned  in  the  deed  of  30th  September  1831.     I 
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shall  frame  the  deed  in  tlie  above  terras  in  case  you 
may  approve  of  them,  and  if  not  you  can  alter  the  deed 
as  you  think  proper."  With  ail  this  Dr  Bell  was  much 
pleased.  "  I  admire  exceedingly/'  he  writes  in  reply, 
'*  ail  you  hâve  written  and  done.  Nothing  can  be  more 
satisfactory  and  complète.  I  should  like  to  add  the 
clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  communion  in  Scotland 
styled  primuSy  or  else  the  one  résident  at  Edinburgh. 
Can  I  do  it?  Can  you  do  it?  You  hâve  left  me 
nothing  to  say,  nor  can  I  say  more  than  that  I  ever 
am,  my  dear  sir,  your  faithful  and  much  obliged/'  &c. 
In  the  mean  time  the  following  communication  from 
the  trustées  at  St  Andrews  was  dispatched  to  Dr  Bell  : 

"  St  Andrews,  17th  Dec.  1831 

^'  My  dear  Sir, 

'^  At  a  distance  from  the  scène,  you  cannot  judge 
of  the  secret  springs  of  action  which  influence  the  con- 
duct  of  those  who  attempt,  for  their  own  ends,  to  work 
upon  your  ardent  and  unsuspecting  temper.     We  can- 
not otherwise  explain  the  préjudice  with  which  you 
seem  to  be  now  actuated  against  your  trustées,  in  whom 
you  once  reposed  an   unlimited,  and  on   their  part 
unsolicited,  confidence.  But  it  seems  you  were  deceived 
in  regard  to  them.     Has  it  never  occurred  to  you  that 
you  cannât  make  this  allégation  without  at  the  same 
time  sorely  impeaching,  in  the  opinion  of  an  impartial 
public,   your    own   judgment   and   discrimination   in 
l5estowing  your  confidence  so  unworthily  ?    People  will 
say — How  is  this  ?  Was  it  not  necessary  in  a  matter  of 
such  vast  conséquence  to  be  cautions  and  circumspect  ? 
And  when  they  come  to  leam,  as  they  assuredly  will, 
that  you  had  much  correspondence  with  some  of  thèse 
trustées,  and  repeated  personal  communication  and 
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conférence  with  others  of  them,  what  will  they  tfaink 
but  that,  if  after  ail  this  you  were  deceived  in  regard  to 
them^  your  pénétration  into  men's  character  cannot  be 
great  ?     Permit  us,  however,  to  défend  you  from  this 
aspersion,  and  to  maintain  that  the  choice  you  hâve 
made  is  no  discrédit  to  your  judgment  ;  and  far  less  a 
ground  of  impeachment  upon  your  sagacity.     There  is 
not  a  step  in  our  conduct  which  we  cannot  vindicate,  nor 
a  censure  cast  upon  us  which  we  are  not  prepared  and 
able,  in  the  view  of  the  public,  easily  and  triumphantly 
to  réfute.     We  bide  our  time. 

"  We  were  first  blamed  for  needless  delay  in  pro- 
ceeding  with  the  buildings  of  the  Madras  collège,  The 
fault,  it  bas  been  shown,  was  in  no  shape,  and  in  no 
degree,  imputable  to  us  ;  and  if  now  irretrievable,  may 
induce  a  suspicion  at  least,  that  the  other  charges  made 
against  us,  may  possibly  be  as  futile  and  groundless  as 
this  bas  proved  to  be.  In  fact,  with  what  are  we  now 
charged  ? 

"  Ist. — We  bave  been  accused  of  concocting  the 
trust-deed,  and  you  still  seem  to  aver  that  we  surreptî- 
tiously  obtained  it  from  you  under  circumstances  of 
painful  and  disqualifying  excitement.  Now  your  own 
agent,  Mr  Cook,  admits  that  our  answer  to  the  first  of 
thèse  charges  is  complète  and  concluslve  ;  and  as  to  the 
other  we  bave  a  host  of  unexceptîonable  witrfesses,  who 
shall  establish,  if  requisite,  that  the  instrument  was,  from 
beginning  to  end,  deliberately  considered  and  carefully 
digested  by  you  ;  and  your  openly  expressed  satisfaction 
on  the  day  after  you  signed  it,  together  with  your  subsé- 
quent letters  of  approval,  completely  homologate  the 
unfettered  freedom  and  deliberate  purpose  of  yoiu*  sig- 
nature. 

''  2d. — We  are  taxed  with  not  havîng  communicatcd 
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our  proceedîngs,  nor  afforded  you  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  what  we  were  doing.  The  answer  îs  easy. 
We  hâve  not  communicated  with  you  when  we  had 
nothing  to  communicate  ;  but  a  comparison  of  the 
recorded  minutes  of  our  proceedings  with  the  letters 
addressed  to  you,  and  copied  into  our  letter-book,  will 
demonstrate,  to  the  satisfaction  even  of  the  most  preju- 
dîced  against  us,  that  you  are  not  kept  in  ignorance  of 
any  of  our  transactions. 

*'  3d. — ^You  hâve  not  been  informed  why  the  trus- 
tées hâve  conferred  a  peculiar  privilège  upon  the  EngHsh 
school.  The  answer  is  equally  easy,  and  if  possible 
even  more  conclusive.  We  hâve  done  nothing  for  the 
EngUsh  school  which  we  were  not  expressly  authorized 
by  the  indenture,  and  even  requested  by  your  letters 
to  do  ;  and,  as  we  bave  not  in  point  of  fact  bestowed  any 
peculiar  privilège  upon  the  English  school,  we  could 
not,  of  course,  apprise  you  of  our  reasons  for  doing  what 
we  bave  never  done. 

**  4th. — ^The  management  of  our  schools  is  contrasted 
disadvantageously  with  that  of  the  académies  at  Leith 
and  Cupar.  But  how  is  the  contrast  managed  ?  By 
comparing  the  late  reports  from  thèse  seminaries  with 
a  report  relative  to  the  schools  of  St  Andrews,  1818- 
19.  Let  the  comparison  be  made  wïth  our  report  of 
the  schools  at  the  last  examination,  with  which  you 
were  so  gratified  that  you  requested  us  to  bestow  a 
gratuity  upon  Mr  Grichton»  and  we  do  not  fear,  and 
will  not  shrink  from,  the  contrast. 

<^But  we  hâve  not  appointed  supernumerary  teachers, 
as  at  Leith  and  Cupar.  The  reason  is  obvions  :  in  the 
Leith  and  Cupar  académies  they  bave  ample  accom- 
modation for  pupils  in  the  requisite  branches  of  éduca- 
tion. Wc  bave  the  buildings  of  the  Madras  collège  still 
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to  erect,  and,  great  as  the  talents  and  actlvity  of  Dr  G. 
may  be,  he  is  no  more  able  than  Dr  H.,  or  any  of  us, 
to  create  school-rooms  by  a  stroke  of  his  pen. 

"  We  might,  with  equal  ease,  answer  and  confnte 
seriatim  the  other  charges  advanced  against  us.  The 
pubUcations  to  which  we  are  bound  by  the  indeature 
are  in  the  hands  of  Dr  Bussell,  and  in  a  state  of 
forwardness. 

"  As  to  any  thing  else  in  the  way  of  printing  and 
pubUcation,  it  impîîes  a  degree  of  gratuitous  labour, 
for  undertaking  which  we  are  receiving  no  great  en- 
couragement. 

**  Your  funds  are  not  in  abeyance.  We  are  board- 
ing  and  educating  Andrew  Bell  Morrison  ;  we  hâve 
conveyed  away  almost  the  bulk,  and  we  are  about  con- 
veying  what  remains  of  £70,000  to  other  institutions  ; 
and  we  are  preparing  with  aU  practicable  dispatch  to 
build  the  Madras  collège,  and  thereafter  appoint  and 
employ  additional  teachers. 

"  After  ail,  the  head  and  front  of  our  offending  is, 
that  we  refuse  to  appoint  Dr  G.  spécial  visitor  of  the 
Madras  collège.  We  are  prepared  to  vindicate  our 
refusai,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  we  could  not,  without 
a  sacrifice  of  character  as  honest  men  and  faithfiil  trus- 
tées, assent  to  this  arrangement.  We  do  not  consider 
the  doctor,  even  with  ail  his  tuition  at  Durham  and 
elsewhere,  as  so  well  versed  either  in  the  principles  or 
practice  of  the  Madras  System  as  Mr  Crichton  ;  and, 
admitting  that  he  were,  there  are  many  prudential 
reasons  which  would  render  the  contemplated  ap- 
pointment  in  the  highest  degree  inexpedient.  Thia  is 
the  deliberate,  conscientious  opinion  of  one  and  ail  of 
us  ;  and  of  this  you  may  rest  assured,  that  we  will  not 
swerve  from  that  line  of  conduct  which  a  sensé  of  duty 
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prescribes,  aJthough  in  so  doîng  we  mîght,  în  some 
respects^  gi*atify  our  own  feelings^  and  obtain  a  release 
from  harassing  aspersions.  Acting  as  we  do,  we  hâve 
nothing  personal  to  gain  ;  and,  if  MTong,  we  can  plead 
that  we  are  so  at  least  upon  pure,  and  honourable,  and 
disinterested  grounds.  Let  every  body  in  this  unhappy 
controversy  say  as  much  if  they  can. 

"  We  are  sorry  to  observe,  from  Mr  Cook's  visit  and 
your  last  communication,  that  you  hâve  been  worked 
upon  to  put  yourself  into  the  hands  of  the  lawyers,  and 
to  throw  the  trust-funds  and  the  Madras  collège  toge- 
ther  into  Chancery.  It  requires  not  the  sagacity  of  an 
Œdipus  to  divine  what  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe 
will  advise,  and  what,  in  this  case,  will  be  the  upshot  of 
the  matter. 

"  The  Madras  collège  will  be  postponed  sine  die, 
Meanwhile  barristers,  and  solicitors,  and  agents,  and  a 
long  et  cetera  of  légal  functionaries,  will  fatten  upon  the 
funds  ;  and  you  will  hâve  lîved,  not  so  mnch,  perhaps, 
to  establish  the  Madras  System  in  St  Andrews,  as  to 
enrich  Chancery  lawyers.  But,  we  repeat,  we  hâve  no 
selfish  ends,  no  personal  interests  to  serve  ;  and  as  a 
proof  that  we  hâve  none,  we  court  publicity,  and  are 
anxious  that  our  administration  of  the  trust  should  be 
carried  on  in  the  view  of  ail  men.  We  are  perfectly 
willing,  in  accordance  with  the  powers  vested  in  us  by 
the  indenture,  to  appoint  the  members  of  the  university, 
or  any  other  compétent  persons,  annually  to  audit  our 
accounts  ;  but  nothing  short  of  the  décision  of  a  court  of 
law  will  prevail  with  us  to  appoint  a  spécial  visiter, 
with  or  without  a  salary. 

^*  We  hâve  only  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  we  did 
not  consider  it  as  falling  within  the  Une  of  our  duty  to 
fumish,  at  the  expense  of  the  funds,  copies  of  the  in- 


528  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

denture  to  persona  having  no  légal  right  to  claim  them; 

but  we  baye  not  hesitated  to  show  it  to  your  agent,  Mr 

Gook^  and  we  bave  since  supplied  him  witb  a  copj^  not 

only  of  it,  but  of  otber  requisite  papers. 

"  We  are  witb  tbe  bigbest  respect,  my  dear  sir,  your 

most  faitbful  servants, 

"  William  Haig, 
'^  Robert  HaldakEp 
*'  George  Buist, 
^'  Andw.  Alexandee." 

Two  days  after  tbe  date  of  tbis  letter,  tbe  trustées 
beld  tbeir  first  quarterly  examination  of  tbe  Ënglisb 
scbool,  and  on  tbe  folio wing  day  of  tbe  Grammar  scbool; 
and  as  tbeir  reports  of  botb  tbese  examinations  présent 
a  very  favourable  view  of  tbe  state  of  tbese  scbools,  it  is 
but  just  to  insert  tbem  bere. 

^  8t  Andrews,  Deeember  19, 1831. 

^^  Tbis  day  we,  tbe  trustées  of  tbe  Madras  collège,  iu 
fîilfilment  of  tbe  duty  iraposed  on  us  by  tbe  deed  of  the 
benevolent  founder,  beld  our  first  quarterly  examina- 
tion of  tbe  Englisb  scbool. 

"  Proceeding  on  tbe  fiindamental  principle  tbat  the 
scbool  must,  in  ail  tbe  classes,  be  conducted  on  tbe 
Madras  System,  we  examined  it^  witb  Dr  Bell's  Manual 
in  our  band  as  a  guide  and  belp  to  ourselves,  and  a  sure 
and  unerring  standard  to  wbicb  we  migbt  refer  the 
wbole  constitution  and  discipline  of  tbe  scbool. 

^^  Aware  tbat,  unless  tbe  foundation  be  well  laid,  no 
useful  or  solid  and  permanent  superstructure  can  be 
raised,  we  directed  our  attention,  first  and  most  espe- 
cially,  to  tbe  primary  or  rudimental  class.  We  found 
tbis  important  class,  in  wbicb  tbe  germ  of  ail  future 
proficiency  is  first  developed,  conducted  witb  a  degree 
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of  vigilance  and  animation  which  excited  and  sustained 
the  pleased  attention  of  the  interesting  pupils^  and  in- 
sured  their  rapid  proficieney.  Beginning  in  the  primer 
with  the  simplest  and  easiest  of  the  letters,  one  suggest- 
ing  the  other  by  the  law  of  resemblance^  and  simulta- 
neously  copying  and  leaming  thèse,  we  found  they  had 
been  carried,  by  an  easy  and  natural  progression^  through 
the  script  cards.  The  rehearsals  were  fréquent,  quick, 
and  animated;  and  the  spelling  on  and  off  book  was  per« 
formed  with  ease  and  accuracy.  If  it  be  a  true  maxim, 
bene  docet  qui  hene  dividit,  the  master  and  monitors 
hâve  taught  this  class  weU,  and  hâve  attained  the  end 
of  teaching,  having  trained  their  pupils  admirably  in 
the  first  steps  of  éducation,  and  prepared  them  to  ad* 
vance  in  their  interesting  career  with  fîrm  pace  and 
increasing  ardeur." 

[Hère  follow  the  names  of  the  pupils.] 

"  We  next  directed  our  attention  to  the  classes  en- 
gaged  in  monosyllabic  reading  lessons,  moral  and  reli- 
gions, amusing  and  instructive.  Hère  we  found  that 
the  same  method  was  pursued,  of  proceeding  a  notis  ad 
minus  nota — ^from  what  is  simple  to  what  is  less  easy, 
and  from  the  less  easy  to  the  difficult  ;  if  indeed  any 
thing  difficult  can  be  said  to  exist  in  a  System  where 
the  progress  is  so  graduai,  and  withal  so  delightful,  that 
what  at  a  distance  seems  to  be  difficult,  is  found  to  be 
easy  and  pleasant  when  approached.  The  rehearsals, 
the  reading  by  pauses,  the  copying  at  intervais,  the 
répétition  of  lessons  by  clauses,  and  the  catechetical 
sifting  of  the  pupils  on  the  meaning  of  each  word,  and 
clause,  and  sentence — ail  seem  to  be  practised  with  ease^ 
and  with  obvions  and  admirable  advantage.     The  mo- 
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nîtors  were  quîck  and  intelligent  ;  while  rehearsing  the 
lessons,  they  seemed  to  find  their  way  with  admirable 
facility  to  the  compréhension  oC  their  youthful  pupils  ; 
and  while  correcting  error,  or  maintaining  order  and 
discipline^  exhibited  an  easy  and  eflfective  promptitude. 
Each  pupil,  it  was  évident,  was  making  progress  accord* 
îng  to  his  capacity  ;  each  was  conscious  that  he  occu- 
pied  the  place  which  he  had  eamed  for  himself.  The 
distinguished  were  bent  upon  retaining  possession  of 
their  honourable  station  ;  the  others  were  watching  an 
opportunity  of  displacîng  them^  and  were  entering,  wîth 
ail  the  eagerness  and  animation  of  youthful  sport,  into 
a  compétition  for  superiority/* 

[Hère  follow  the  names  of  the  différent  monîtors.] 

"  The  examination  of  the  more  advauced  classes  in 
reading,  in  English  grammar,  and  in  arithmetic,  was 
equally  satisfactory  in  respect  to  the  advantages  of  the 
Madras  system,  showing  what  a  goodly  structure  can 
be  raised  where  the  foundation  is  so  widely  and  deeply 
laid  ;  in  fine,  exhibîting  the  mature  and  rich  fruits  of  a 
System,  of  which,  in  the  junior  classes,  we  had  beheld 
the  interestîng  bud  and  the  expanding  blossom.  We 
were  struck  more  partîcularly  with  the  effective  manner 
in  which,  upon  tHe  Madras  System,  the  elementary 
rules  of  arithmetic  were  imparted  to  the  children. 
The  simple  and  easy  steps  by  which  this  branch  of 
knowledge  is  communicated  could  not  be  better  exem- 
plified,  or  the  efficacy  of  the  System  more  clearly  de- 
monstrated,  than  by  the  interest  excited  among  the 
pupils  ;  and,  as  a  natural  conséquence,  the  évident  pro- 
ficîency  exhibited  by  ail.  It  is  to  be  observed  also, 
that  the  children  in  the  higlier  classes  are  occasionally 
exercised  in  English  composition;   and  wc  enclose  a 
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spccimen^  being  assured  that  you  will  regard  wîth 
bencYolent  indulgence  the  simple  and  artless  efl^sion 
of  the  juvénile  writer. 

'*  It  is  our  duty  to  report  that  the  regîsters,  and 
more  partlcularly  the  paidometer,  are  not  kept  with 
that  fulness  which  appears  to  us  to  be  indispensable. 
We  hâve  directed  Mr  Crichton's  attention  to  this  de- 
fect  ;  and  we  hope  we  shall  be  able,  in  our  next  report, 
to  notice  an  improvement  in  this  respect. 

"  The  crowded  state  of  the  school-room,  the  pupils 
being  in  number  230,  is  an  obstacle  to  that  orderly 
arrangement  wliich  we  are  désirons,  and  Mr  Crichton 
is  anxious,  to  see  established  in  the  school.  We  trust, 
however,  the  period  is  near  at  hand  when  this  inconveni- 
ence  will  be  fuUy  corrected.  Meanwhile,  if  you  approve 
of  the  plan,  we  are  willing  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
with  Mr  Strang,  a  private  teacher,  and  to  oflfer  him  a 
gratuity  for  relinquishing  the  school-roora  which  was 
formerly  occupied  by  Mr  Ridiey.  We  must  not  con- 
ceal  from  you,  however,  that  therc  arc  persons  hero 
who  will  construe  this  to  be  an  attempt,  on  our  part,  to 
remove  rival  schools,  and  to  secure  a  monopoly  for  our 
own  establishment. 

"  In  conclusion — We  hâve  seen,  in  the  practical 
application  of  its  principles  and  détails,  the  manifold 
advantages  of  the  Madras  System  so  strikingly  exem- 
plified,  and  its  decided  superiprity  to  ail  other  Systems 
so  clearly  and  happily  demonstrated,  that,  deeply  and 
grateftiUy  impressed  as  we  are  with  the  magnitude  and 
value  of  that  pecuniary  donation  which  Dr  Bell  has 
bestowed  upon  the  schools  of  St  Andrews  ;  we  feel 
ourselves  constraincd  to  déclare,  that  hc  has  bequeath- 
ed  to  his  native  city  a  still  more  valuablc  and  pcrraa- 
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nent  gift  in  that  admirable  discoyery^  which  has  broken 
up,  as  it  were,  the  fountains  of  knowledge,  and  diffused 
the  blessings  of  moral  and  religions  éducation  over  the 
civilized  world. 

(Signed)         "  William  Haig^ 

"  Robert  Haldake, 

"  George  Buist, 

"  Andrew  Alexaiider." 

'*  St  Andrews,  2(Hh  December  1831. 

"  This  day,  with  the  Ludus  Literarius  in  our 
hands^  we  completed  our  first  quarterly  inspection  of 
the  Madras  schools^  by  an  examination  of  the  gram- 
mar  school  under  Mr  Waugh,  to  which  the  observa- 
tions we  hâve  made  on  the  £nglish  school  will  apply, 
mutatis  mutandis.  We  found  the  monitorial  System 
fuUy  and  effectively  established,  and  the  happy  fruits 
of  it  apparent^  in  the  animated  application  and  évident 
proficiency  of  the  pupils.  As  in  the  English  school, 
we  directed  particular  attention  to  the  mode  of  teach- 
ing  the  rudiments  of  Latin  and  of  Greek  ;  and,  obser- 
ving  that  a  knowledge  of  thèse  was  thoroughly  fixed 
and  rooted  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils,  by  fréquent 
rehearsals  and  the  other  expédients  of  the  Madras 
System,  we  were  prepared  for  witnessing,  without  sur- 
prise, the  accurate  scholarship  evinced  in  the  higher 
classes.  The  defects  in  point  of  arrangement,  which 
are  unavoidable  in  the  English  school,  are  less  obser- 
vable in  the  grammar  school,  and  the  proficiency  of 
each  pupil  from  day  to  day,  is  regularly  and  accurately 
recorded  in  a  paidometer/' 

[Hère  follow  the  names  of  the  pupils  and  monitors.] 
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"  Faults  are  corrected  în  a  spîrît  of  greater  mildness 
and  modération  than  on  some  former  occasions;  but 
still  perhaps,  in  this  respect,  there  is  room  for  im- 
provement,  which  we  do  not  fail  to  recommend,  and 
will  labour  by  ail  possible  means  to  enforce. 

"  We  are  enabled  to  report  most  satisfactorily,  both 
of  the  good  conduct  and  application  to  bis  studies,  of 
Andrew  Bell  Morrison.*  The  proficiency  he  bas  made, 
and  is  making,  is  sufficiently  attested  by  the  unexcep- 
tionable  évidence  of  the  paidometer  ;  and  we  entertain 
sanguine  hopes  that  he  may  hereafter  become  a  useful 
instrument  in  conducting  Madras  éducation,  in  con- 
nexion wîth  the  Madras  collège. 

"  In  conclusion,  the  trustées  on  many  former  occa- 
sions bave  had  to  notice,  and  in  very  hîgh  terms  to 
commend,  the  zeal,  and  accuracy,  and  efficiency  of  Mr 
Waugh's  tuition  ;  but  now  that  this  valuable  and  inde- 
fatigable  teacher  bas  adopted  the  novum  organum, 
the  new  instrument  of  communicating  knowledge, 
the  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  school  is  equally 
remarkable  and  instructive.  It  bas  assumed,  as  it 
were,  a  new  and  most  interesting  aspect,  and  may  be 
said  to  resemble  those  classical  fields,  which  the  poet 
represents  as  being  ail  alive  with  usefdl  and  happy 
industry. 

"  *  Ac  yeluti  in  pratis,  ubi  apes,  œstate  serena, 
Floribus  insidunt  variis,  et  candida  cîrcum 
Lilia  ftmduntur;  strepit  omnis  munnure  campas — 
Fervet  opus.* 

(Signed)         "  William  Haig, 

"  Robert  Haldane, 

"  George  Bdist, 

"  Andrew  Alexander." 

*  A  near  relative  of  Dr  Bell*8. 
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Thcse  reports  were  transmîtted  to  Dr  Bell  ;  and  at 
the  same  time  Professer  Alexander  sent  liim  a  reiy 
favourable  one  of  the  Infant  school,  which,  ît  appears^ 
had  lately  been  put  under  the  care  of  a  new  mistress, 
and  was  now  in  a  very  flourishing  state. 

None  of  thèse  communications,  however,  had  the 
slightest  eflTect  in  altering  Dr  Bell's  views  with  respect 
to  the  affairs  at  St  Andrews;  and  he  now,  without 
waiting  for  the  deed  which  Mr  Cook  had  promised  to 
prépare  for  his  signature,  executed  the  foUowing  one 
in  his  own  handwriting  : — 

'«December21, 1831. 

"  To  the  Trustées  of  the  Madras  Collège,  &c.,  at  St 
Andrews,  and  to  the  persons  and  authorities  herein 
named. 

"  I,  Andrew  Bell,  founder  of  the  Madras  Collège  at 
St  Andrews,  on  further  délibération  and  expérience, 
and  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  my  printed  deed,  docu- 
ments,  and  letters,  dated  September  30,  November  9, 
16,  and  28,  and  December  13,  1831  ;  and  for  other 
weighty  considérations,  with  a  view  to  the  eflBcicncy  of 
the  Madras  System  of  éducation,  and  the  benefit  of  my 
native  city,  do,  in  addition  and  amendment  of  said 
documents,  hereby  nominate  and  appoint — ^humbly  and 
respectfuUy  entreating  compliance  with  my  request — 
the  Lord  Président  of  the  Collège  of  Justice,  the  Lord 
Justice-Clerk  of  Scotland,  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land,  the  Dean  of  Faculty  of  Advocates,  the  Very 
Révérend  the  Principal  of  the  Collège  of  Edinburgli, 
and  the  Révérend  the  Senior  Clergyman  of  the  Epîs- 
copal   Communion    in    Scotland,  designated  bishops, 
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résident  at  Edinburgh,  ail  for  the  time  being,  patrons 
of  the  Madras  Collège — conferring  on  them  the  ap- 
pointment  of  the  masters,  rectors,  professors,  and  ofBcers 
of  said  collège,  and  the  schools  in  St  Andrews,  which 
are  or  shall  be  conducted  on  the  Madras  System,  under 
my  endoMrments.  The  élections  to  be  annual  ;  and 
those  preceptors  and  officers  only  shall  be  re-elîgible, 
who  shall  hâve  distingnished  themselves  by  their  merits 
and  success  in  their  respective  departments. 

"  Next,  I  nominate  and  appoint  the  principes  and 
professors  (masters)  of  the  university  of  St  Andrews, 
and  the  ministers  of  St  Leonards,  and  of  the  Episcopal 
Ghapel  at  St  Andrews,  ail  for  the  time  being,  sup- 
plementary  trustées,  with  the  same  powers  I  hâve 
given  to  the  provost  and  ministers* of  St  Andrews,  and 
Professer  Alexander,  A.M.  And  I  appoint  the  Rev. 
Dr  Gillespie  to  the  office  of  spécial  visiter,  inspecter, 
and  Madras  historian,  with  the  salary  of  £100  yearly, 
during  the  period  mentioned  in  my  deed  of  30th 
September  1831  ;  and  I  submit  my  réquisitions  and 
injunctions,  in  the  foresaid  printed  documents,  to  the 
supplementary  as  well  as  former  trustées,  and  to  ail 
those  herein  named. 

"  Witness  my  hand,  this  twenty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber,  1831  years, 

*'  Andbbw  Bell. 

"  jEneas  Cannon,  M.D.,  Cheltenham,  witness. 
"  John  Allen,  Gent.,  Cheltenham,  witness. 
'*  Stephen  Hamstead  Mubley,  Surgeon,  Cheltenham, 
witness." 
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In  transinitting  this  deed  to  Mr  Cook,  Dr  Bell  wrote 
as  foUows  : — 


'«  Cheltenham,  December  21,  1831. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  It  bas  pleased  God,  nnexpectedly  on  my  part, 
further  to  lengthen  my  days  ;  and  also,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  to  préserve  my  mind  sound  and  entire,  tliough 
under  bodily  infirmities  and  sufferings. 

^*  I  hâve  this  day  executed  a  holograph  deed,  which 
•  may  or  must  be  my  ultimatum.  It  is  in  perfect  accord- 
ance  with  the  uniform  ténor  of  my  life  and  doings.  I 
commend  it  to  the  notice  and  considération  of  ail  good 
and  impartial  judges,  as  warranting  ail  the  altérations 
I  bave  made  in  conséquence  of  expérience  and  growing 
information,  and  a  due  regard  to  circumstances  and 
events,  to  the  best  interests  of  St  Andrews  and  the 
public  at  large. 

*'  Ist.  The  new  patrons  are  above  ail  suspicion  of 
collusion,  or  collision,  or  faveur,  or  aflfection,  or  local 
attachments,  or  party  spirit,  or  self-interest. 

**  2d.  Supplementary  trustées.     Who  are  they  ? 

"  3d.  Publish  accounts. 

"  What  disinterested  and  reasonable  man  can  object 
to  any  of  thèse  ? 

"  I  bave  sent,  on  another  leaf,  a  copy  of  the  deed  to 
save  deciphering. — I  am,  &c. 

"  N.B. — I  must  not,  nor  you,  lose  a  post." 

Before  this  letter  and  the  accompanying  deed  had 
arrived  at  Edinburgh,  Mr  Cook  had  prepared  the  one 
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previously  spoken  of  ;  he  said,  however,  in  acknow- 
ledgîng  the  receipt  of  them,  that  he  was  glad  he  had 
not  sent  it  to  Cheltenham  hefore  the  arrivai  of  Dr 
BelPs  holograph  deed,  because  it  was  so  clear  and  dis- 
tinct, that  it  enabled  him  to  state  his  intentions  the 
more  accurately. 

Still,  he  said,  he  would  send  his  own  deed  by  the 
next  post,  because  it  more  closely  connected  his  former 
deeds  with  his  présent  intentions,  and  stated  more  articu- 
latelj  in  what  the  altérations  in  the  deed  of  indenture 
consisted,  and  pointed  out  exactly  what  he  meant  to 
alter;  there  were  also,  he  said,  other  conditions  of 
some  conséquence  to  carry  his  intentions  into  effect. 

This  deed  having  been  carefuUy  prepared,  was 
accordingly  sent  to  Dr  Bell  ;  but  before  its  arrivai  he 
had  written  again  to  Mr  Gook  as  foUows  : — 

''  Cheltenham,  Decemher  26, 1881. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  It  is  my  wish,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  die  in  peace 
with  God  and  man,  and  to  fulfil,  as  far  as  I  can,  the 
great  debt  which  I  bave  contracted  to  society.  In  this 
task  I  solemnly  call  on  my  trustées  of  the  Madras  Col- 
lège, &c.,  at  St  Andrews,  to  a  due  considération  of  their 
obUgations  and  mine. 

"  To  résident  patrons  there  are  many  and  great 
objections,  which  soon  began  to  show  themselves  at  St 
Andrews,  and  bave  occasioned  me  much  trouble  and 
vexation,  constraining  me  to  transfer  the  patronage 
from  St  Andrews  to  Edinburgh. 

'^  To  such  patrons,  ail  résident  in  Edinburgh,  as  I 
bave  appointed  in  my  holograph  deed  of  21st  Decem- 
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ber  1831,  there  can  be  no  objection  but  on  interested 
grounds.  Nor  can  there  be  any  objection  to  my  appoint- 
ment  of  supplementary  trustées,  as  it  is  evidently  ex- 
pédient to  include,  as  I  hâve  included,  ail  the  heads  of 
the  university,  &c. 

^*  Thus  only  can  the  best  and  permanent  interests  of 
the  city,  and  the  ultimate  object  of  my  endowments,  be 
rendered  secure. 

^^  It  seems  that  the  trustées  and  architect  are  at 
last  agreed  to  proceed  with  the  buildings,  &c.,  of  the 
Madras  collège,  and  that  the  new  street  to  lead  to 
it,  and  to  be  united  as  it  were  with  it,  is  to  bc  set 
about  forthwith.  So  far  certain  of  my  fonds  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  appropriated  to  their  legitimate  ends.  But 
what  is  to  be  done  as  to  the  rest  ?  The  trustées  seem 
determined,  in  défiance  of  the  wishes  and  of  the  powers 
of  the  founder,  who  constituted  and  created  them,  to 
challenge  the  transfer  of  patronage,  and  the  appoint- 
ment  of  supplementary  trustées,  and  to  décline  render- 
ing  an  annual  report  of  the  schools,  &c.,  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  Ghurch  of  Scotland,  and  to  the 
public,  whereby  they  will  render  a  lawsuit  necessary 
between  them  and  the  trustées  and  executors  of  my 
will,  and  so  far  defeat  a  main  end  of  consigning  my 
funds  to  their  safe  custody,  which  was  to  provide  against 
the  hazard  of  the  law. 

'^  Let  the  présent  and  foture  générations  judge  be- 
tween them  and  me. 

**  Meantime  let  us  take  eyery  légal  measure  to  obtain 
the  accomplishment  of  my  object,  to  which  the  publi- 
cation of  the  whole  correspondence  between  the  trus- 
tées and  myself  may  greatly  contribute. — I  am,  &c. 
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^'  P.  S. — 1  consign  the  above  in  great  haste  to  your 
particular  care  and  attention. 

"  A.  B." 

Two  days  afterwards  he  again  wrote  thus  to  Mr 
Cook  : — 

"  Cheltenham,  Dec.  28, 1831. 

^*  My  dear  Sir, 

^'  Now  that  arguments  founded  on  law  and  jus- 
tice, reason  and  equity,  hâve  failed  of  producing  due 
effects  upon  my  trustées  at  St  Andrews,  there  is  an 
indispensable  necessity,  in  order  to  avoid  litigation,  to 
resort  to  a  train  of  reasoning  so  irrésistible  and  conclu- 
sive,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  hold  out  against  it. 
It  consists  of  a  consécutive  séries  of  Êtcts  and  circum- 
stantial  évidence,  contained  in  my  correspondence  with 
the  trustées,  ail  of  which  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  me 
now  to  publish  ;  but  if  I  should  be  prevented,  this  task 
will  devolve  upon  you  and  my  executors. 

"  This  correspondence  will,  when  my  hand  shall  be 
unable  to  wield  a  pen,  as  my  tongue  has  long  since 
ceased  to  utter  a  syllable,  furnish  an  irréfragable  answer 
to  the  allégations  which  the  trustées  hâve  already  made, 
and  any  which  may  hereafter  be  brought  forward  in 
opposition  to  my  rightful  claims. 

"  Be  so  good  as  préserve  this  mémorial,  and  transmit 
a  copy  thereof  immediately,  without  fail,  to  the  trustées 
of  the  Madras  collège,  &c.,  at  St  Andrews/' 

Immediately  on  the  dispatch  of  this  letter,  the  deed 
in  question  arrived  at  Cheltenham,  and,  being  entirely 
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to  Dr  Bell's  satisfaction,  was  at  once  executed  by  him 
and  returned  to  Mr  Cook.  It  was  in  substance  the 
same  as  the  one  Dr  Bell  had  himself  drawn  up,  but  of 
much  greater  length,  and  in  more  correct  form.  Soon 
after  this  the  doctor  also  wrote  down  the  foUowing 
notes  and  observations,  and  ordered  them  to  be  tran- 
scribed  and  preserved  : — 

*^  Since  wrîting  the  holograph  deed,  dated  21st 
December  1831,  I  hâve  executed  a  deed,  dated  29th 
December  1831,  which  perhaps  supersedes  it.  Still  I 
désire  it  may  be  published,  and  the  first  opinions  in 
London  and  Edinburgh,  or  elsewhere,  taken,  before 
embarking  in  a  doubtful  and  tedious  lawsuit. 

'^  It  is  my  duty  to  request  the  trustées  and  executors 
of  my  will  and  codicil,  to  take  the  best  opinions  as  to 
carrying  into  effect  my  late  deeds  and  indentures,  and 
act  accordingly  ;  for  on  this  dépends  the  future  and  per- 
manent usefulness  and  efBciency  of  my  endowments  at 
St  Andrews,  which  hâve  hitherto,  in  a  great  measiu-e, 
failed  from  obvions  causes,  which  I  hâve  not  been 
able  to  correct. — See  my  late  printed  documents 
and  letters. 

"  Having  never  been  able  to  bring  my  Ludtis  Liter^ 
arius  to  a  second  édition,  it  has  derived  no  benefit  from 
my  accumulated  expérience  since  the  period  of  its  pub- 
lication. I  explained  to  Dr  Gillespie  and  others  its 
defects  and  remedy,  and  how  much  remains  to  be  done. 

^^  Ail  my  friends  and  médical  advisers,  far  and  near, 
hâve  charged  me  with  sacrificing  my  bodily  health  to 
my  scholastic  studios.  In  my  récent  mental  labours 
St  Andrews  has  shared  largely,  with  what  e£fect  de- 
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pends  on  those  who  hâve  undertaken  the  charge  of 
my  endowments. 

"  Enthusiasm  is  the  primum  mobile,  and  is  itself  all- 
sufficient  in  a  principal  or  head  of  an  institution;  but 
with  subordinate  agents  and  masters,  another  induce- 
ment  may  be  rendered  conducive  to  good  success^  and 
that  is  self-interest.  Associate  duty  and  interest  week- 
ly  and  daily.  How  long  did  I  stand  alone  in  this  re- 
commendation^  and  only  carried  it  by  the  persévérance 
of  many  years  I — See  resolutions  of  National  Society, 
dated  6th  April  1826. 

'^  WhUst  the  Madras  System  has  in.  its  faveur  and 
support  a  numerous  body  of  the  best,  and  wisest,  and 
greatest  men  of  the  âge,  it  cannot  be  concealed  that 
there  were  diflBculties  înterposed  to  the  propagation  of 
a  new  power  by  a  new  man,  from  the  counteraction  and 
manœuvres  of  ostensible  advocates  and  insidious  pa- 
trons, as  well  as  from  the  hostilities  of  avowed  adver- 
saries.  Thèse  are  in  part,  and  only  in  part,  known  to 
a  few  of  the  friends  of  the  Madras  System  of  éduca- 
tion; but  the  studied  embarrassments,  machinations, 
devices  and  distortions,  and  perversion  of  the  propo- 
sitions of  a  dying,  speechless,  and  insulated  man,  with 
fîinds  undisposed  of,  and  the  multiplication  of  writings 
contrived  for  this  purpose,  are  inconceivable  by  those 
who  are  not  in  such  a  situation." 

Mr  Cook  now  lost  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  carry 
out  Dr  Bell's  intentions  as  expressed  in  the  new  deed 
of  the  29th  December  ;  and  accordingly  wrote  to  Mr 
Grâce,  as  the  agent  hitherto  employed  by  the  trustées 
at  St  Andrews,  enclosing  him  a  copy  of  it,  and  requesting 
that  he  would  call  a  meeting,  both  of  the  former  trus- 
tées, and  of  those  named  by  the  new  dced,  and  intimate  to 
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him  as  soon  as  possible  whether  they  accepted  of  the 
trust  thereby  conferred  on  them.  And  he  fiirther 
requested,  that  if  Mr  Grâce  should  not  feel  hintiself  at 
liberty  to  call  such  a  meeting,  he  would  put  the  extract 
copy  of  the  deed  sent  him  into  Dr  Gillespie's  hands, 
that  he  might  do  so. 

To  this  Mr  Grâce  repUed,  that  not  having  obtained 
the  authority  of  the  four  trustées  for  whom  he  acted^ 
he  certainly  did  riot  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  call  such 
a  meeting  as  Mr  Cook  requested;  but  that  he  had 
written  to  Dr  Gillespie  in  the  terms  of  his  letter,  and 
transmitted  to  him  the  extract-deed,  that  he  might  take 
what  measures  he  thought  proper.  He  further  said, 
that  having  communicated  to  the  four  trustées  Dr  BeU's 
deed  of  partial  altération  of  trust  referred  to,  he  was 
instructed  to  acquaint  him  that  they  had,  some  time 
since,  prepared  and  transmitted  to  London  a  fuU  case, 
in  référence  to  the  indenture  and  déclaration  of  trusts 
cntered  into  between  Dr  Bell  and  them,  on  the  14th 
of  July  last,  and  that  they  were  in  daily  expecta- 
tion  of  receiving  that  opinion,  that  they  might  know 
how  far  it  would  be  safe  in  law  for  them  to  comply 
with  the  altération  proposed  in  that  extract-deed  of 
trust. 

He  also  informed  him,  that  they  had  procured  from 
Mr  Burn  the  plans  and  spécifications  of  the  Madras 
collège,  whîch  were  then  in  the  hands  of  tradesmen, 
with  the  view  to  their  giving  in  estimâtes  on  or  before 
the  20th  instant,  that  a  contract  might  be  entered  into 
for  immediately  executing  the  work;  but  that,  in  consé- 
quence of  the  measure  which  had  now  been  taken  by 
Dr  Bell  and  communicated  to  them,  they  had  deemed 
it  not  only  prudent,  but  indispensable  for  their  safety. 
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to  suspend  the  whole  opérations^  and  had  instructed  Mr 
Burn  accordingly, 

Dr  Gillespie  now,  in  compliance  with  Mr  Cook*s 
request,  who  had  written  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  in 
conséquence  of  Mr  Grace's  communication  to  him, 
took  ail  the  necessary  steps  for  holding  a  meeting  with- 
out  delay.  This  the  four  original  trustées  declined 
attending,  because  they  had  not  received  the  légal 
opinion.  The  other  gentlemen  summoned  assembled 
at  the  appointed  time,  and  on  the  same  evening  Dr 
Gillespie  transmitted  to  Mr  Cook  and  Dr  Bell  the 
following  minute  of  what  took  place. 

"January  14,  1832. 

"  Sederunt  the  Very  Révérend  Principal  NicoU, 
Rector,  Dr  John  Hunter,  Dr  James  Hunter,  Dr  Jack- 
son, Dr  Briggs,  Mr  Duncan,  Mr  Baird,  Dr  Cook,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr  Young. 

"  On  which  day  the  above-mentioned  persons  having 
met,  in  conséquence  of  a  circular  letter  addressed  to 
each  of  them  by  Dr  Thomas  Gillespie,  took  under 
considération  an  attested  copy  of  a  deed  executed  by 
the  Rev.  Dr  Bell,  at  Cheltenham,  of  date  the  29th  of 
December  1831,  appointing  them  trustées  for  carrying 
into  effect  bis  intentions  respecting  the  foundation  of  a 
Madras  institution  in  St  Andrews,  for  which  he  bas 
munificently  set  apart  a  large  sum  of  money  under 
the  conditions  and  régulations  specifîed  in  said  deed. 

"  The  meeting  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  as 
Dr  Bell  had  previously  executed  another  deed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  said  object,  which  tho  trustées  nominated 
in  it  may  be  inclined  to  défend  in  a  court  of  law,  it 
was  requisito  distinctly  to  specify  that  the  validity  of 
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the  new  deed  be  fully  and  legally  ascertained,  before 
the  trustées  appointed  in  it  shall  in  any  way  act,  or 
shall  be  considered  as  having  any  responsibility^  or  be 
liable  to  any  expense  in  establishing  such  validîty  ; 
and  under  thèse  provisions  they  agrée  to  be  trustées  în 
termsof  the    said  deed. 

(Signed)  "  Francis  Nicoll.  ''  Thomas  Duncah. 

"  Jno.  Hunter.  "  J.  Baird. 

"  Jakes  Hunter.  *'  G.  Cook. 

'*  Thomas  Jackson.  "  R.  Young. 

"  Robert  Briggs.  "  J.  Mitchell," 

With  the  resuit  of  this  meeting  Mr  Cook  was  not 
entîrely  satisfied  ;  as  by  the  new  trustées  not  accept- 
îng  the  trust  until  the  validity  of  the  former  deed  had 
been  aseertained,  it  was  put  out  of  Dr  Bell's  power  to 
try  the  question  with  the  former  trustées  ;  and  he  re- 
quested  Dr  Gillespie  to  call  a  second  meeting,  and  to 
inform  the  new  trustées  that  the  deed  of  partial  altéra- 
tion of  trust  had  been  ''  fully  considered  and  approved 
of  by  counsel/*  and  that  it  was  not  an  attested  copy 
which  was  sent  to  him,  but  ''  a  regular  extract  from  the 
books  of  Session,  signed  by  the  clerk  authorized  by 
the  act  of  parliament  to  grant  extracts  ;  and  which 
deed  is  probative  in  any  court  of  law,  unless  challenged 
upon  the  ground  of  falsity  or  forgery."  He  also  said 
that  the  new  trustées  would  run  no  risk  whatever  of 
being  involved  in  personal  expenses. 

In  conséquence  of  this  letter,  Dr  Gillespie  imroedi- 
ately  called  another  meeting,  at  which  the  same  per- 
sons  attended,  and  took  into  considération  the  minute 
of  their  former  meeting.    No  new  conclusion,  however, 
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was  arrived  at,  and  tliey  only  repeated  their  intention 
of  waiting  until  the  opinion  of  counsel,  which  the  former 
trustées  liad  sent  for,  should  arrive  from  London. 

Before  this  reached  St  Andrews  Dr  Bell  had 
breathed  his  last.  Its  effect,  however,  was  to  stop  ail 
further  proeeedings  in  the  matter;  for  the  opinion 
(given  by  Sir  Edward  Sugden  and  Lewis  Duval,  Esq.) 
was  decidedly  against  Dr  Bell 's  powers  to  alter  the 
original  trust-deed,  or  to  throw  the  funds  into  Chan- 
cery  ;  and  in  conséquence  of  his  having  warned  the 
trustées  under  his  will  against  '^  uncertain,  tedious, 
and  expensive  lawsuits/*  they  subsequently  "  declined 
to  engage  in  any  such  to  support  the  deed  of  altéra- 
tion." 

His  last  wishes  on  this  and  other  subjects  were  ex- 
pressed  in  a  paper  which  he  drew  up  at  différent 
întervals,  very  shortly  before  his  death,  and  of  which 
he  signified  his  approval  only  twelve  hours  previous  to 
it  ;  but  breathed  his  last  before  he  had  signed  it.  It 
was  afberwards  embodied  as  a  codicil  on  the  affidavit 
of  his  amanuensis,  and  was  as  follows  : — 

^^  It  is  my  duty  to  request  the  trustées  and  exe- 
cutors  of  my  will  and  codicil,  to  take  the  best  opi- 
nions as  to  carrying  into  eflfect  my  late  deeds  and 
indentures,  and  act  accordîngly;  for  on  this  dépend 
the  future  and  permanent  usefiilness  and  eflSciency  of 
my  endowments  at  St  Andrews,  which  hâve  hitherto, 
in  a  great  measure,  failed  from  obvions  causes,  which 
I  hâve  not  been  able  to  correct. — See  my  late  prînted 
documents  and  letters.  But  I  wam  against  uncertain, 
tedious,  and  expensive  lawsuits. 

VOL.  III.  2  M 
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*^  If  my  trustées  and  confidential  commîttee  consider 
duplicates,  or  other  loose  papers,  as  objects  of  curîosîty 
to  my  friends,  they  may  distribute  them  ;  but  if  any  be 
worth  preserving,  they  are  to  be  consîgned,  part  to  the 
Madras  Collège  at  St  Andrews,  and  part  to  the  Epis- 
copal  Theological  Institution  at  Edinburgh,  or  as  may 
be  deemed  fitting. 

"  I  désire  that  the  entire  corr^spondence  between 
the  trustées  of  the  Madras  collège  and  me  be  published, 
and  let  the  world  judge  between  us. 

"  I  désire  G.  W.  Marriot,  barrister,  out  of  the  £500 
bequeathed  to  him  in  my  will,  to  présent  £100  to  his 
eldest  daughter  Selina,  and  a  mémorial,  value  £10,  to 
Annie  Dyke,  spinster,  of  EarPs  Hall." 
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CHAPTER  LXL 


Dr  Beirs  State  of  Health,  &c. — Mr  Aliènes  Ndtes  concermng  tlie  last  few 
days  of  Dr  Beli's  Life,  hû  Death,  and  his  FuncraL 


We  havo  now  come  to  the  closîng  scène  of  Dr  Beli's 
life,  for  information  concerning  which  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr  Davies's  recoUections^  and  to  some  notes  made^ 
and  kindlj  communicated  to  me^  bj  Mr  Allen  of 
Cheltenham^  from  i/vhicli  I  shall  hère  take  occasion  to 
quote  largely. 

During  the  preceding  snmmer  and  autumn,  Dr  Bell 
had  occasionally  been  able  to  take  walking  and  car- 
riage  exercise,  and  to  attend  church  ;  but  after  the 
beginning  of  November  he  was  obliged  to  keep  the 
house  ;  and  soon  afterwards  became  so  weak  as  to  be 
unable  to  move  from  room  to  room,  or  even  to  rise 
from  the  sofa  without  assistance.  He  was  aJso  in  a 
most  distressing  state  from  the  complaint  which,  as  we 
hâve  already  seen,  had  for  many  months  paralysed  the 
organs  of  speech,  and  which  rendered  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult  for  him  to  take  food  or  liquid.  Notwithstanding 
thèse  infirmities,  however,  his  mind  retained  ail  its 
vigour  and  activity,  and  there  was  no  period  of  his 
life  during  which  he  laboured  more  eamestly  or  un- 
ceasingly  at  his  accustomed  pursuits. 

Mr  Davîes's  bedroom  adjoined  Dr  Beli's^  for  the 
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purpose  of  enabling  him  to  call  him  whenever  he  awoke^ 
whîch  he  now  generally  did  at  three,  four,  five,  or  sîx 
o'clock,  when  Mr  Davies  was  employed  for  several 
hours  in  reading  his  manuscripts  to  liim^  in  transferring 
his  corrections  or  remarks  from  the  slate  to  paper^  or 
in  otherwise  assisting  him  in  his  compositions;  and 
this  labour  was  continued  at  intervais  throughout  the 
day.  The  affairs  at  St  Andrews,  as  we  hâve  seen, 
occupied  his  constant  attention  at  this  time,  and  his 
anxîety  to  carry  ont  his  own  views  with  regard  to  the 
endowments  in  that  place  was  extrême;  the  subject 
seemed  ever  présent  to  his  mind,  both  by  day  and  by 
night.  As  his  strength  failed,  he  became  unable  even 
to  Write  on  the  slate,  and  communicated  his  wishes 
by  means  of  cards  of  the  alphabet,  to  the  différent 
letters  of  which  he  poînted.  Still  he  was  at  intervais, 
up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  engaged  in  inspecting  his 
papers,  and  in  reading  over  his  manuscripts,  or  in 
hearing  them  read  over  to  him  for  correction,  &c. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Mr  Allen's  notes, 
which  were  taken  at  this  time  : — 

"  19th  January  1832. — I  hâve  seen  the  doctor 
several  times  this  month,  (two  or  three  times  with  the 
Rev.  Mr  Phillips  by  appointment  ;)  and,  in  contem- 
plation of  his  approaching  dissolution,  he  appears  to  be 
deliberately  arranging  and  settling  ail  his  worldly 
affairs,  and,  as  Mr  PhiUips  remarked,  '  setting  hishoicse 
in  ordeTf  with  the  greatest  composure  and  résignation, 
and  even  to  minuteness.  He  wishes  Mr  Phillips  and 
myself  to  take  charge  of  his  house  and  papers,  &c.,  at 
his  death,  and  to  apprise  his  executors  of  the  event  ;  a 
list  of  whom  he  had  made  out,  and  showed  it  to  us. 
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In  thîs  interview,  he  was  even  so  particular  as  to  ask 
us  about  an  undertaker  ;  and  we  mentioned  Mr  Nichol- 
son  of  this  town  to  him.  This  day  also,  when  I  was 
with  him,  he  wrote  on  a  slate  about  a  person  to  take 
charge  of  bis  bouse,  &c.  I  told  bim  to  make  bis  mind 
easy  on  tbat  bead,  as  I  would  take  care  of  it  myself. 
He  tben  wrote  *  an  inventory.'  I  said  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  tbink  of  tbat  ;  and  it  would  be  tbe 
business  of  bis  executors  to  do  tbat.  I  said,  as  be 
^wisbed  me  to  talk  to  bim  about  tbese  matters,  tbat 
the  first  tbing  I  sbould  do,  in  conjunction  witb  Mr 
Phillips,  would  be  to  put  seals  upon  ail  bis  papers, 
&c.,  until  tbe  arrivai  of  some  of  bis  executors 

'*  In  tbese  différent  conversations  be  appeared  to 
me  to  be  clear  and  consistent  in  every  tbing,  and, 
thougb  weak  in  body,  in  fuU  possession  of  bis  mental 
faculties.  Mr  Murley,  surgeon,  is  in  attendance  on 
him  almost  daily,  but  be  gets  weaker  and  weaker  on 
liis  limbs  ;  and  bis  attentive  amanuensis,  Mr  Davies, 
is  now  obliged  to  belp  bim  from  bis  coucb  to  bis  cbair, 
as  be  seems  to  bave  lost  ail  power  of  bis  limbs  to  sup* 
port  bim.  He  writes  on  a  slate  as  usual;  and  tbough 
he  never,  at  least  since  I  bave  been  acquainted  witb 
him,  wrote  a  legible  band,  I  can  still  make  out  wbat 
he  writes  tolerably  well.  He  expresses  bimself  con- 
cîsely  and  forcibly;  bis  remarks  are  acute,  and  bis 
memory  unimpaired. 

*'  2l8t  January. — Called  upon  tbe  doctor  to-day, 
and  found  bim  mucb  as  usual,  and  sitting  in  bis  cbair, 
in  bis  study.  He  requested  me  to  take  charge  of  two 
boxes  of  plate  and  vaiuables,  wbich  I  consented  to  ; 
requesting  bim,  bowever,  to  put  bis  seal  upon  tbem, 
wbicb  Mr  Davies  did  in  my  présence.     I  wanted  to 
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give  hîm  an  acknowledgment  for  them^  but  he  said — 
No. 

"  Sunday,  22d  January. — Called  upon  Dr  Bell  to- 
day  with  Mr  Phillips  ;  found  him  in  his  studj^  and 
much  the  same  as  when  I  saw  him.  We  talked  to 
him  on  indiffèrent  subjects.  He  appears  to  get  weaker, 
and  cannot  now  write  so  well  on  his  slate.  Still  Mr 
Dayies  makes  out  what  he  does  write.  Mr  PhiUips 
said  the  Bishop  of  Gloueester  desired  his  compliments 
and  regards  to  him.  He  wrote  instantly  on  the  slate 
in  answer,  '  Duty  and  respects  to  him.'  Mr  Davies, 
by  his  directions^  is  constantly  making  mémorandums 
to  read  to  us  when  we  call  ;  and  he  is  still  occupied 
about  his  affairs^  and  his  différent  endowments  of 
schools^  &c. 

**  Mr  Phillips  has  several  times  read  prayers*  to 
him^  his  household  always  présent  ;  and  on  Ghristmas- 
day  he  kindly  administered  the  sacrament  to  him. 

'*  Thursday,  26th  January. — Called  on  the  doctor 
to-day^  and  found  him  sitting  in  his  arm-chair  in  his 
bedroom^  appearing  weaker^  and  his  breathing  much 
oppressed.     I  told  him  Mr  Phillips  would  be  in  Chel- 


*  Â  few  months  before  his  death,  Dr  Bell  composed  the  foUowing 
appropriate  prayer,  which  was  always  read  by  Mr  Davies,  in  addition  to 
the  usual  family  prayers  :— 

^*  Blessed  Lord,  we  humbly  thank  tbee  for  that  meastire  of  hcalth  and 
streagth  which  thou  hast  vouchsafed  unto  us  ;  and  when  it  is  thy  pleasare 
to  Yisit  os  with  nckness  and  înfirmity,  we  supplicate  thy  tender  merdes 
to  us,  thy  unworthy  servants.  Relieve  our  sufférings,  enable  us  to  bear 
them  with  patience  and  résignation  to  thy  Divine  will,  and  give  ua  graoe 
to  improve  them  to  our  spiritual  good.  Sanctify,  we  beseech  thee,  thèse 
our  light  afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  and  grant  that  they  nmj 
work  out  for  us  a  far  more  ezceeding  weight  of  glory,  in  that  blessed 
inansion  of  everlasting  rest,  where  pain  and  sorrow  are  no  more,  and 
where  ail  tears  fihall  be  wiped  from  our  eyes  for  ever.*' 
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tenham  to-moitow,  (Friday,)  and  that  he  would  call 
upon  him.  He  signified  Yes^  by  putting  his  finger  as 
usual  to  his  eye.  Mr  Davies^  his  faithful  amanuensis^ 
bas  made  an  alphabet,  by  pointing  to  the  letters  of  which 
he  was  able  to  make  his  wants  known.  He  bas,  in- 
deed,  every  attention  paid  to  him  by  Mr  Davies  and 
his  women  servants  ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that,  accord- 
ing  to  his  usual  System  of  forethought  and  regularity, 
he  bas  now  taken  to  his  bedroom,  as  if  to  be  his  last 
movement,  and  a  préparation  to  lie  down  and  die  there. 
Every  step  up  to  this  day  appears  to  be  taken  syste- 
matically,  and  indicative  of  his  possessing  his  intel- 
lectual  faculties  and  a  memory  still  unimpaired — the 
soûl  alive,  the  body  worn  ont  and  weak. 

'^  Friday,  27 th  January. — Called  upon  Dr  Bell  to- 
day  about  one  o*clock,  on  my  way  to  the  National 
school,  where  I  was  to  meet  Mr  Phillips  at  an  exami- 
nation  ;  found  him  very  languid,  and  his  breathing 
much  oppressed  ;  had  passed  a  bad  night  ;  said  I  was 
going  to  the  National  school,  and  would  call  on  my 
return  with  Mr  Phillips.  When  I  returned  I  found 
he  had  been  suffering  a  good  deal;  met  Mr  Murley 
coming  to  see  him  again,  who  reported  him  to  be  in  an 
alarming  state,  and  said  he  feared  he  could  not  hold 
ont  long.  I  requested  him  to  send  a  message  to  Dr 
Newell  (an  old  friend  of  his,  and  in  fréquent  attend- 
ance  on  him  since  he  came  to  Cheltenham)  to  come 
and  see  him.  In  the  evening  Mr  Murley  called  at  my 
house,  and  said  a  great  change  had  taken  place  since 
morning,  and  he  feared  he  could  not  survive  the  night. 
1  immediately  went  to  Lindsay  cottage,  and  found  Dr 
Newell  there  in  the  study  ;  he  said  he  had  seen  him, 
and  considered  him  as  approaching  his  last.     I  then 
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went  into  the  bedchamber  ;  he  was  sitting  in  his  chaîr, 
his  head  înclined  forward,  his  breathiog  short.  I  took 
hîm  by  the  hand,  and  said — 'How  are  y  ou,  my  dear  sir?  ' 
He  just  looked  up,  as  if  conscious  of  my  présence  and 

voiee,  and  then  dropped  his  eyes  down  again 

We  continued  sitting  in  the  room  beside  him,  and  also 
Mr  Davies,  who  never  quitted  him  a  moment.  Surgeon 
Murley  then  came  in.  This  was  about  half-past  ten 
o'clock  ;  and  we  ail  staid  by  him,  anxiously  watching 

hîm Gradually  his  breathing  became  more 

languid,  and  at  length  gently  and  calmly  subsided  alto- 
gether  ;  and  at  a  (juarter  before  eleven  o'clock  his  spirit 
fled  w^ithout  a  struggle,  and  is,  I  trust,  now  at  rest 
with  his  Saviour  and  his  God,  receiving  a  just  reward 
for  his  long,  useful,  and  ardent  labours  hère  on  earth — 
for  his  many  virtues,  his  lively  faith,  his  hope,  his 
charity. 

"  There  were  in  the  room  at  this  time  Dr  Newell, 
Mr  Murley,  myself,  and  Mr  Davies,  his  faithful  and 
affectionate  amanuensis,  who  was  kneeling  at  his  feet 
holding  his  hand  ;  the  two  women  servants  at  a  little 
distance,  who  came  and  knelt  down  on  either  side  of 
Mr  Davies,  taking  their  vénérable  departed  master's 
hand — ail  evincing  the  greatest  grief  and  feeling,  and 
forming  altogether  a  deeply  interesting  group,  which  I 
can  never  forget."     .     .     •     . 

Such  is  Mr  AUen's  account  of  Dr  Bell's  last  moments. 
Information  of  the  event  having  been  immediately  con- 
veyed  to  his  executors  and  friends,  Mr  Cook  arrived 
from  Edinburgh  without  loss  of  time  ;  and  a  meeting 
was  held  at  Lindsay  cottage,  which  was  attended  by 
Mr  Cook,  Mr  Phillips,  Mr  Allen,  Dr  Newell,  and  Mr 
Davies,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  ar- 
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rangements  for  the  funeral,  &c.,  which  was  to  take 
place  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

For  an  account  of  this  I  shall  again  take  advantage 
of  Mr  AUen's  notes. 

'^  The  doctor  having  expressed  a  wish  to  be  înterred 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  wrote 
to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  on  the  subject,  and  they  imme- 
diately  acquiesced,  and  an  appropriate  place  was  fîxed 
upon  in  the  nave  or  great  aisle,  about  halfway  up  from 
the  west  door. 

"  The  neccssary  arrangements  beîng  made,  his  fune- 
ral took  place  from  Cheltenham  on  Thursday  the  9th  of 
February  1832.  It  was  numerously  and  respectably 
attended  by  ail  the  clergymen  of  the  place  and  several 
private  friends,  the  gentlemen  composing  the  commit- 
tee  of  the  National  schools,  and  also  ail  the  children, 
who  were  drawn  up  and  in  attendance,  forming  a  dou- 
ble Une,  through  which  the  procession  passed. 

'*  The  funeral  set  out  about  twelve  o'clock  from  his 
résidence,  Lindsay  cottage  ;  and  proceeded  by  the  Bath 
road,  Cambray  Place,  the  High  Street,  and  on  the  Lon- 
don  road  for  about  two  miles,  amidst  a  great  crowd  of 
the  population  of  Cheltenham,  who,  by  their  orderly 
conduct,  showed  how  much  they  respected  him.  The 
children  of  the  National  schools  were  affected  even  to 
tears  as  the  solemn  procession  passed  them — ^in  him 
indeed  they  lost  a  father,  and,  with  great  truth,  lie 
might  emphatically  be  called  the  childrerCs  friend. 

*'  As  I  went  to  London  to  pay  the  last  mark  of 
respect  to  my  estcemed  and  vénérable  friend,  the  fol- 
lowiug  are  some  particulars  relating  to  the  frineral  in 
London,  and  the  interment  in  Westminster  Abbey  : — 
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"  The  remaîns  were  taken  to  a  house  in  Berkeley 
Square,  hired  for  the  purpose;  and  Tuesday,  the  14th 
of  February,  was  the  day  fixed  for  the  funeral  in  West- 
minster Abbey.  His  Grâce  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury  and  the  Bishop  6f  London  had  signified  their 
intention  of  personally  attending,  as  well  as  several 
clergymen,  noblemen,  and  gentlemen,  his  private 
friends 

'^  About  one  o'clock  the  procession  from  Berkeley 
Square  to  Westminster  Abbey  set  out.  Lord  Kenyon, 
the  Rev.  Mr  Phillips,  (as  representing  the  Bîshop  of 
Gloucester,)  and  Walter  Cook,  Esq.,  as  executors,  were 
in  the  first  mourning  coach — the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury  and  the  Bishop  of  London  in  the  next — then 
foUowed  the  other  church  dignitaries  ;  also  Sir  James 
Langham,  Bart.  ;  Admirai  Sir  Robert  Stopford;  Cap- 
tain  M^Konochie,  R.N.,  and  the  other  gentlemen 
attending,  making  ten  mourning  coadies.  From  twenty 
to  thirty  private  carriages  foUowed  the  mourning 
coaches.  The  procession  passed  along  Régent  Street, 
by  Charing.  Cross,  the  Horse-Guards,  and  Parliament 
Street,  to  the  great  west  door  of  the  Abbey,  where  it 
arrived  about  two  o'clock.  The  carriages  drew  up  in 
succession  at  the  door,  and  the  body  was  received  by 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  as  the  prebend  in  rési- 
dence, along  with  the  Dean  of  Westminster  and  other 
officiais  of  the  cathedral.  The  différent  persons  attend- 
ing then  formed  a  procession.  Lord  Kenyon,  the  Rey. 
W.  S.  Phillips,  and  W.  Cook,  Esq.,  as  executors,  first  ; 
then  followed  his  Grâce  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  and  the  several 
clergymen,  (ail  in  their  canonicals  ;}  Admirai  Sir  Ro- 
bert Stopford,  Captain  M'Konochie,  R.N.,  Sir  James 
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LaDgham  Bart.^  G,  W,  Marriot,  Esq,,  and  many  other 
gentlemen^  his  friends^  closed  the  procession,  vhich 
now  moTed  slowly  and  solemnly  iip  the  great  aisle  to 

the  grave,  over  whieh  a  platform  was  raised 

The  Dean  of  Westminster  then  commenced  reading  the 
burial-service  in  a  most  impressive  manner,  and  the 
utmost  attention  and  solemnity  was  observed  by  ail 
présent.  Towards  the  conclusion,  and  when  the  Lord's 
prayer  was  repeated,  I  observed  that  excellent  and 
exemplary  nobleman,  Lord  Kenyon,  humbly  kneel 
down,  and,  with  a  small  prayer-book  in  his  hand,  de- 
voutly  join  in  it,  and  continue  kneeling  beside  the  grave 
of  his  old  friend  to  the  conclusion  of  the  service. 

"  It  struck  me  very  forcibly  at  this  time  to  see  the 
surrounding  group  testifying,  by  their  présence,  the 
hîgh  sensé  they  entertained  of  his  character  and  public 
worth,  and  thus  paying  the  last  mark  of  respect  to  the 
remains  of  this  distinguished  man.  A  peer  of  the 
realm  humbly  kneeling  beside  his  grave — the  highest 
dignitaries  of  our  church  in  the  attitude  of  mour- 
ners  over  it — naval  officers  of  rank,  &c.,  siu^round- 
ing  it,  and  ail  evincing  by  their  demeanour  the  deep 
interest  they  took  in  the  solemn  scène. 

"  And  hère  I  must  not  omit  noticing  the  mourn- 
ful  appearance  of  one  of  the  surrounding  group— Mr 
Davies — ^Dr  BelPs  long-tried,  faithful  amanuensis,  who, 
taking  his  station  behind  the  dean  and  officiating 
clergy,  appeared  absorbed  in  grief  for  the  loss  of  his 
vénérable  master  and  friend 

"  The  inscription  on  the  coffin-plate  is — '  Rev.  Dr 
Andrew  Bell,  D.D.  LL.D.  F.As.S.  F.R.S,  Ed.— 
died  January  27,  1832,  aged  seventy-nine  years.* 
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"  By  his  own  request,  the  inscription  to  be  placed  on 
hîs  tombstone  is  to  be  siinply — 

''  '  The  Author  of  the  Madras  System  of  Educa- 
tion.'" 


C0RRE8P0NDENCE. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  Rev.  William  Johnson  ta  Dr  Bell. 

LondoD,  November  9,  1814. 


My  dear  Sir, 


I  hâve  been  trying  another  expérimenta  for  wliich 
I  do  not  expect  much  crédit  nor  many  thanks,  though 
it  answered  beyond  my  expectations  in  every  respect. 
I  hâve  been  absent  from  the  school  a  whole  day.  At 
the  particular  request  of  Mr  ♦  *  *  and  Mr  *  *  *,  I 
was  desired  to  accompany  them  to  *  *  *,  to  inspect 
that  part  of  their  noble  establishment,  and  to  make 
my  report  upon  it  how  far  it  was  upon  the  Madras 
System.  This  was  soon  done.  Ail  was  bad — ^very 
bad,  except  the  writing.  What  a  pity  that  it  shoiild 
be  said  to  be  on  the  Madras  System!  And  what  a 
still  greater  pity  it  should  not  be  on  the  System  !  My 
experiment  was  to  try  my  r^ht  and  left  hands,  Sait 
and  Swinton,  with  the  management  of  the  school  in 
my  absence.     It  would  bave  delîghted  you  to  bave 
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seen  with  what  confidence  they  undertook  the  entire 
management  of  the  school  ;  and  it  is  with  great  plea- 
sure  that  I  can  inform  you  that  the  whole  was  con- 
ducted  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  Mr  Walmsley 
had  the  goodness  to  say  he  would  step  înto  the  school 
at  micertain  hours,  and  make  a  faithful  report  ;  and  he 
says  that  he  really  viewed  it  with  pleasure  and  delight 
— to  see  the  whole  go  on  Uke  clock-iwork,  without 
the  least  disorder  or  confusion — ^all  conducted  by  thèse 
two  boys  a  whole  day  together.  He  déclares  the 
school  was  never  in  better  order.  I  belicTOd  that  ît 
would  be  so,  or  I  should  not  hâve  been  induced  to 
make  the  trial 


Dr  Bell  to  Ijord  Kettyon. 

Bishop-Wearmouth,  December  4,  ldl4« 

My  Lord, 

As  my  Lord  and  Lady  Kenyon  can  wîsh,  and  I 
know  nobody  wishes  me  better,  my  improvement 
advances.  The  swelling  of  my  throat  bas  not  entirely 
subsided,  but  ît  subsides  daily.  I  bave  not  left  my 
chamber  ;  but  I  eat  slops  and  drink  tea  and  milk  freely, 
and  bave  slept  for  one  or  two  nights  well,  and  retum 
every  morning  to  my  L.  Literarius  with  new  heaith 
and  strength.  The  family  tea-party  is  generally  in  my 
room.  The  kindness,  the  solicitude  of  Dr  and  Mrs 
Gray,  are  beyond  example.  Mrs  Gray,  whether  as  a 
nurse,  who  will  watch  over  the  heaith  and  rest  of  an- 
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other  at  the  rîsk  of  her  own,  or  whether  as  a  comforter 
or  supporter,  is  inestimable.  Hère,  I  think,  end  my 
bulletins  of  health.  I  hâve  troubled  nobody  about  my 
health  but  your  lordsbip.  It  is  a  sad  return  for  ail 
your  goodness  to  give  nothing  but  trouble  and  uneasi- 

ness Most  cordially  I  thank  you,  my 

Lord  and  Lady  Kenyon,  for  your  most  gracions  oflFer, 
whether  for  work  or  rest.  Nowhere  could  work  or 
rest  be  more  grateful  to  me  than  at  Gredington  ;  but 
my  work  for  the  présent  seems  eut  out  for  me.  The 
line  of  my  duty  is  laid  down,  and  throws  me  once  more 
at  a  distance  from  my  wishes 


My  dear  Sir, 


The  Bev.  Dr  Gray  to  Dr  Bell 

Bishop-Weaimoath,  December  23,  1814. 


We  find  now  some  of  the  motives  which  hurried 
you  so  impetuously  from  Wearmouth,  When  we  hear 
of  Harrowgate  damsels,  and  ladies,  young,  handsome^ 
and  accomplished  ;  of  barons  or  baronets  enthralled; 
of  mates  and  checkmates  ;  and  ail  the  enchantments  of 
a  Derbyshire  castle,  and  schools  enthusiastically  patro- 
nized.  Your  cause  is  now  to  be  triumphant,  not  only 
jfrom  its  own  superior  excellency,  but  because  likewise 
you  hâve  engaged  so  many  fair  and  noble  ladies  in  its 
cause,  who  unfurl  your  banners  over  the  Lancaster  party 
VOL.  nu  2  N 
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with  great  zeal,  though  you  beat  tliem  at  chess^  whîch 
Lydgate,  I  suppose  in  prophétie  compliment  to  yonr 
hours  of  relaxation,  calls  the  bellum  amcUorium  quod 
sit  idea  belli.  It  certainly  should  be  recorded  by  yonr 
biographer,  that  no  one  but  Mrs  Gray  and  the  Harrow- 
gate  Miss  ever  beat  you,  in  your  horis  mbsedvis,  at  a 
game  cujus  indoles  talis  est^  ut  non  pendecU  a/ortund 
et  casu,  sed  ex  peritiâ  et  cautelâ. 

Mrs  Gray,  in  spite  of  her  resentment  against  yen 
for  preferring  any  barley  broth  to  that  of  the  rectory, 
rejoices  to  hear  that  you  are  under  such  good  care. 
We  really  were  uneasy  about  you,  and  think  that,  when 
you  are  indisposed,  you  certainly  should  submit  to  the 
same  discipline  that  other  mortals  are  compelled  to 
undergo.  Your  independent  mind,  which  is  fonned  in 
the  spirit  of  an  old  chieftain,  having  rebelled  against 
rods  and  corporeal  castigations»  is,  I  am  afraid,  disposed 
to  resist  ail  established  opinions  as  to  the  effîcacy  of 
blisters,  gargles,  and  cathartics,  and  to  set  aside  ail  the 
coUegia  pharmacopolarum,  by  your  San  Grade  System 
of  starvation.  I  hope  you  will  hâve  a  gênerai  conver- 
sation with  Dr  Baillie.  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  of 
great  use,  and  you  owe  it  to  your  friends  and  the 
public 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Righi  Han.  the  Speaker  of  the  Houae  of 
Commonsy  Charles  Abbott,  Esq. 

<«  Palace,  LichfieM,  Dec.  30, 1814. 

My  deax  Sir, 

I  had  in  Ireland  so  many  recognizances  to  make. 
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tbat  the  very  circumstance  which  should  hâve  con- 
strained  me  to  make  them^  was  the  only  hinderance  to  a 
man  who  had  so  much  to  wrIte  amidst  so  much  to  do^ 
that  he  did  not  think  it  safe  to  begin  ;  but,  now  I  am 
at  rest  with  my  old  governor  and  governess,  Sir  Charles 
and  Lady  Oakley^  I  must  put  to  one  side  my  Ludtis 
Literarius,  whilc  I  make  my  apologies,  and  supplicate 
that  those  ports  may  not  be  shut  against  me  which  it 
would  most  hurt  me  to  find  shut.  The  truth  is,  I  am 
so  full  of  the  discontent  of  a  misguided,  ill-governed^ 
and  ill-taught  people,  who  bave  still  in  many  counties 
the  vices  which,  Hume  says,  the  barbarians  of  the 
north  found  there,  who  carried  thither  civilization  in- 
stead  of  the  barbarism  which  they  spread  over  otber 
eountries — "The  vices  of  a  nation  not  tamed  by  edu^ 
cation''  The  means,  the  facilities,  of  removîng  this 
complaint  are  great  beyond  what  any  country  ever  pos- 
sessed,  if  they  were  used  and  not  abused. 

Almost  ail  the  reformers  terminatc  where  they 
begin,  with  acts  of  parliament,  boards,  secretaries,  trea- 
surers,  and  salaries,  for  doing  what  they  either  do  not 
know  how  to  do,  or  do  not  do  what  is  most  easy  to  be 
done,  and  what  now  is  the  time  to  do — that  we  are 
happily  at  peace  with  ail  the  world.  But  then,  where 
is  the  man  who  bas  a  mind  to  do  what  bas  not  been 
done  before — ^who,  after  an  engine  the  most  powerftil 
ever  presented  to  rulers'is  put  into  bis  hands,  and 
totally  unknown  to,  and  unfelt  by  Mr  Pitt,  whose 
great  mind  had  far  other  occupation,  will  dare  to 
employ  it  ? 

But  I  must  defer  this  subject  till  I  see  whether  I  am 
admitted  to  make  my  report  in  person. 

In  regard  to  Clark — the  boy  in  whom  you,  as  well 
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as  my  învaluable  friend  Dr  Carey,  were  pleased  to 
interest  yourself — But  oh!  what  shall  I  do  wîtbout 
Dr  and  Mrs  Carey  !  Never  shall  I  meet  their  like 
again  !  Page  likes  me  not — Clark,  not  having  arrived 
when  I  went  to  attend  the  primate  at  Ardbraccan 
house  on  his  archiépiscopal  Visitation^  I  made  over  to 
a  governor  of  the  Foundling,  who  was  to  hâve  him 
employed  there,  with  board,  &c.,  and  a  salary  of  twelve 
pounds  a-year.  But  when  I  did  hear  of  his  arrivai  I 
had  obtained  a  situation  for  him  at  Wilson's  hospitah 
His  parents  found  an  opportunity  of  going  by  sea  to 
their  home.  They  could  not  wait  a  meeting  of  the 
governors  of  the  Foundhng.  Mr  Campbell  they  could 
not  find  ont,  and  did  not  see,  he  being  with  his  family 
on  Sunday  at  a  country  house.  My  letter  was  too 
late.  The  foolish  parents  left  word,  that  if  their  son 
was  wanted,  he  must  be  sent  for. 

The  opportunity  was  soon  gone  by  at  Wilson's.  In 
three  weeks,  with  the  able  assistance  which  I  carrîed 
with  me^  ànd  the  superintendent  not  counteracting,  as 
in  other  places,  but  forwarding  our  measures,  the  school 
was  in  perfect  order.  I  went  to  attend  the  primate  at 
Armagh,  and  thence  to  the  hospital,  (Wilson's.)  I 
was  prevented  from  proceedîng  to  Londonderry  to 
wait  on  my  friend  the  bishop,  who  had  been  pleased  to 
come  to  Dublin  as  soon.  as  his  lordship  had  heard  of 
my  arrivai.  While  at  the  palace  of  Armagh  I  visited 
a  school  established  by  Lady  LifFord,  whom  I  soon 
,  prevailed  with  to  send  for  Clark  and  employ  him,  and 
engage  him  for  other  schools  when  he  had  done  with 
hors. 

The  primate,  to  give  countenance  and  authority  to 
my  doings,  carried  me  (attended,  his  grâce  was  pleased 
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to  say)  to  Wîlson*s,  and  to  Dublin,  The  lord-lieute- 
nant gavecountenance  and  faveur,  and  offered  pecuniary 
aid.  There  are  net  many  travellers  to  Ireland  who 
reject  such  an  ofier  in  so  ungracious  a  manner.  As 
you  will  hear,  *'  the  want  of  money  was  an  obstacle  to 
the  establishment  of  the  National  Society  and  diffusion 
of  instruction  in  Ëngland  ;  a  superabundance  in  Ire* 
land  presented  far  greater  obstacles/* 

I  must  relieve  you  with  an  apology  for  this  confused 
anticipation^  by  assuring  you  of  the  high  esteem^  &c. 


Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Southey^  Esq. 

LondoD,  Âpril  6,  1815. 

My  dear  Sir, 

After  such  a  period  of  hinderance  and  delay  in 
writing,  I  think  it  hard  that,  to  avail  myself  of  this 
cover,  I  must  scratch  a  hasty  scrawl  to  you  as  to  my 
Isabella^  as  I  am  going  to  the  annual  examination  of 
RusselPs  schooL  He,  I  understand  from  good  autho- 
rity,  as  well  as  from  himself,  has  gotten  over  much  of 
the  diflBculty  of  his  bold  attempt.  Certainly  his  school 
is  flourishing,  and  grows  in  numbers  and  famé. 

Often  hâve  I  reflected,  since  I  left  Keswick,  on  what 
you  said  about  the  policy  of  the  emperors  and  kings  in 
regard  to  Paris.  The  late  Révolution  ought  to  teach  them 
ail  a  little  of  the  wisdom  which  rendors  their  great 
adversary  an  overmatch  for  them  ail. 

We  want  great  and  original  minds.     Our  minister 
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bas  an  old  head  and  a  cold  heart^  and  is  fit  only  to 
travel  in  tlie  trammels  of  another  ;  and,  while  he  foUows 
the  example  of  Mr  Pitt,  bas  not  tbe  mind  to  adapt 
bimself  to  existing  circumstances.  I  bope  better  tbings 
of  Lord  Lîverpool.  I  bave  not  gone  near  tbem  abont 
Ireland,  partly  from  want  of  time,  and  partly  becaose, 
witb  sncb  minds,  my  time  would  be  lost. 

I  am  toiling  nigbt  and  day.  My  Lndus  Literarius 
is  in  a  state  of  forwardness  ;  and  I  mean  to  send  down 
to  you  the  sbeets  wbicb  are  struck  off,  and  as  they  are 
struck  off.  Witb  best  respects  and  love,  I  ever  am, 
my  dear  sir,  your  most  affectionate  friend. 


Dr  Bell  to  Miss 


April  17,  1815. 

I  was  prepared  by  your  very  good  and  pîous  letter 
for  tbe  raelancboly  event  wbicb  bas  so  soon  ensued. 
Your  sister's  countenance  and  spirits,  no  less  tban  your 
pen,  warned  me  to  expect  tbis  issue.  To  you  I  can 
administer  as  consolation,  wbat  you  yourselves,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  include  your  sister  witb  yourself,  are 
most  able  and  disposed  to  apply — it  is  of  old  date, 
and  in  one  word,  "  be  will  not  return  to  you,  but  you 
will  go  to  bim."  Mucb  indeed  in  your  case  may  be 
said  witb  trutb.  First,  you  bave  still  left  one  parent^ 
in  sootbing  wbom  for  ber  irretrievable  loss  you  will 
relieve  your  own  sorrows.  Next,  be  bad  eamed,  and, 
wbat  is  still  more,  bas  left  bebind  bim,  a  name  sucb  as 
no  otber  bas  acquired,  not  merely  for  bis  professional 
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abilities,  but  for  his  civil,  social,  and  domestic  virtues. 
He  has  not  left  you  till  you  were  prepared  for  the  loss. 
He  has  not  left  you  till  he  had  given  you  a  long  and 
arduous  proof  of  his  résignation  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
fitness  for  the  inberitance  of  heaven.  He  has  not  been 
carried  from  you  but  in  the  course  of  nature,  and  after 
he  had  performed  the  duties,  and  undergone  the  trials 
of  this  frail  state.  He  has  not  gone  till  he  had  trained 
you  in  the  steps  in  which  he  went,  and  fitted  you  to 
follow  him  to  the  world  whither  he  is  gone  before  you, 
You  hâve  not  only  still  one  parent  remaining,  but  a 
sister  and  brother  for  your  mutual  help,  consolation, 
and  comfort. 

On  a  late  loss,  which  I  shall  never  cease  to  déplore, 
my  remaining  friend  and  his  infant  children  are  placed 
under  very  diflferent  circumstances.  Happy,  how- 
ever,  as  you  observe,  it  is  for  them,  that  though  they 
are  deprived  of  a  mother  at  a  time  that  they  most  stand 
in  need  of  her  tender  care  and  gentle  guidance,  they 
hâve  a  parent  fitted  and  disposed,  as  far  as  any  father 
can,  to  supply  her  place.  He  has  met  with  a  loss  for 
which  he  was  not  prepared,  and  he  had  no  reason  to 
expect  he  was  to  be  called  upon  to  sufFer.  Your  most 
precious  letter  I  could  not  forbear  communicating  to 
him  ;  and  he  was  much  struck  with  your  kind  remem- 
brance  and  pious  sympathy.  I  repeat  my  unfeigned 
condolence  ;  and  let  me  havo  the  comfort  of  hearing 
that  you  are  well,  and  recovering  from  your  afflictions. 
Let  me  beseech  you  not  to  shut  yourself  up  from  your 
friends,  and  not  to  withhold  yourself  Irom  your  former 
duties  and  usual  occupations  a  day  longer  than  can  be 
helped.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  show  your 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  who  gave  you  such  a  father, 
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and  your  duty  to  that  father^  to  pursue  the  steps  în 
which  he  delighted  to  see  you  walking  while  he  was 
alive.  It  is  the  only  way  to  prove  your  duty  to  your 
iDother^  and  provide  for  your  fature  health  and  usefîil- 
ness. 

God  bless  and  préserve  you,  Is  the  ferrent  prayer 
of,  &c. 


D.  P.  Watts,  Esq.  to  Dr  BelL 

33,  Portland  Place,  June  27,  1815. 

Dear  Sir> 

I  took  a  liberty,  after  my  habit,  in  commenting 
on  the  title  Ludus  Literarius — I  now  take  another,  in 
downright  wrath,  at  your  publishitig  it,  hid  under  the 
title  Eléments  of  Tuition,  Part  3d*  I  name  it  Ludus 
Literarins  wherever  I  mention,  and  recommend  it  ; 
and  I  desired,  on  a  committee  at  'Christ*s  Hospital, 
that  the  book  might  be  procured  and  laid  on  the  table. 
When  I  was  there  this  day  the  clerk  said — "  Sir,  I  sent 
to  Rivington's  for  Ludus  Literarius,  and  the  shop- 
man  answered  they  had  no  such  book.'*  I  accordingly 
went  to  the  shop  this  day,  and  had  an  explanation,  and 
Icleared  up  the  équivoque  so  as  to  preclude  a  récurrence 
of  the  same  mistake  in  future.  I  hâve  no  hésitation  in 
saying  that  the  work  should  hâve  been  entitled  Ludus 
Literarius,  or  Eléments  of  Tuition,  Part  3d;  as  it 
should  be  asked  for,  sold,  read,  quoted,  every  where  as 
Ludus  Literarius.    I  saw  Mr  Rivington  himself,  who 
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came  with  me  eut  of  hîs  counting-house  forward  te  liis 
shop,  and  gave  directions  in  my  présence,  that  who- 
ever  called  for  Dr  Bell's  new  work  by  the  title  Ludus 
Liferariics,  should  hâve  delivered  to  them  Eléments  of 
ïiiition.  Part  3d,  &c. 

I  hâve  met  with  this  opinion  : — "  There  is  something 
in  Dr  Bell's  mode  of  treating  the  subject,  that  is  at 
once  original  and  satisfactory.  He  brings  every  thing 
to  the  test  of  experiment  ;  he  goes  directiy  to  his  point 
with  an  honesty  and  bluntness  admirably  calculated  to 
put  old  préjudices  to  the  blush,  but  calculated  also  to  an- 
noy  the  génies  irritabile  of  grammarians,  who  regard  Lily 
with  superstitions  révérence,  and  consider  his  writings 
as  unalterable  precepts.  Perhaps  few  but  such  as  hâve 
fonned  their  first  acquaintance  with  Lily  in  their  ma- 
turer  years,  like  Dr  Bell  and  other  Scotchmen,  can 
view  him  with  an  unprejudiced  eye,  and  detect  his  un- 
fitness  to  be  the  first  instructor  of  youth  in  the  Latin 
tongue — and,  if  the  Latin  grammar  îs  bad,  the  Greek 
is  worse.  Upon  the  Greek,  however,  Dr  Bell  says 
nothing  ;  conceiving,  I  should  suppose,  that  if  he  could 
succeed  in  supplanting  the  Latin  grammar,  the  Greek 
would  soon  share  a  similar  fate.  Common  sensé  con- 
fions his  doctrine,  that  we  ought  to  hâve  initiatory 
books,  beginning  with  the  simplest  principles,  and  pro- 
ceeding  step  by  step  to  the  more  complex. 

'^  In  the  lower  classes  of  our  public  schools,  where 
memory  is  chiefly  exercised,  his  plan  of  scholars  teach- 
ing  others  is  obviously  applicable,  and  there  the  mas- 
ters'  drudgery  is  the  greatest;  but  in  the  higher  classes, 
where  taste  and  invention  are  concerned,  it  is  more 
questionable.  In  p.  73,  he  slightly  touches  upon  this 
point  ;  but  I  could  hâve  wished  he  had  enlarged  upon 
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ît  more  considerably,  even  had  he  no  other  reason  than 
merely  to  appease  those  teachers^  some  of  whom  would 
be  discarded  when  bis  System  cornes  to  be  establisbed. 
Thèse  will  be  bis  most  clamorous  adversàries  in  défend- 
ing  the  old  System,  not  only  from  natural  préjudice^  but 
from  ease  and  interest. 

'^  At  some  of  the  public  schools  classification  is  more 
attended  to  than  he  seems  to  imagine,  at  least  in  the 
lower  classes.  The  task  he  bas  undertaken  is  a  bold 
one  ;  and  he  bas  executed  it  in  such  a  manner  as  I 
should  think  would  go  far  to  secure  the  great  object  he 
bas  in  view." 


J.  Briggsy  Esg.  M.D.,  to  Dr  Bell. 

Liverpool,  July  18,  1815. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  hâve  just  now  finished  your  Ludvs  Literarius, 

and  bave  sent  it  to  General  Dirom With  regard 

to  the  composition  of  your  book,  on  which  you  bave 
bcen  pleased  to  ask  my  opinion,  perhaps/am  not  altoge- 
ther  one  of  the  fittest  persons  to  judge  how  far  any  part 
of  your  gênerai  observations  might  bave  been  spared  or 
curtailed  ;  for  being  myself  aiready  prepared  to  go  ail 
lengths  with  you  on  your  gênerai  principles,  it  was  not 
necessary  for  me  to  be  kept  so  long  from  the  spécifie 
proposais  deduced  from  them.  I  confess,  I  was  some- 
what  impatient  before  I  arrived  at  your  practical 
détails. 
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I  am  fuUy  aware,  however,  that  numbers  of  those 
to  whom  you  address  yourself  are  far  from  beîng  bo 
readily  disposed^  and  that  thèse  must  be  condiicted 
step  by  step — if  they  be  candid  objectors  ;  or,  if  they  be 
of  the  perverse  cast,  they  must  be  pursued  in  argument 
till  they  be  brought  to  what  is  termed  reductio  ad 
absUrdum.  Indeed^  my  own  little  expérience  supplies 
me  with  a  proof  to  this  effect.  I  believe  1  hâve  already 
told  you,  that  my  original  proposai  for  reforming  the 
discipline  in  the  Kendal  Sunday  Schools  was  com- 
prised  in  a  half  sheet  of  paper  ;  but  I  found  I  had 
douhts  and  redoubts  to  attack  on  every  new  position^ 
till  I  had  made  out  rather  a  large  pamphlet.  Still, 
my  dear  sir,  I  will  candidly  say,  that  I  think  you  hâve 
dwelt  longer  on  your  gênerai  principles,  and  with  more 
of  répétition  than  was  necessary — ^more  than  was 
necessary  to  convince  sincère  enquirers;  and  as  for 
those  who  hâte  to  be  convinced,  I  should  fear  they 
would  rather  seize  on  any  blemish  of  this  kind  as  a 
handle  for  abuse. 

I  hâve,  however,  somewhere  heard  or  read  of  a  per- 
son  offering  as  an  apology  for  a  diffuse  treatise  of  some 
kind,  that  he  had  not  time  to  write  a  shorter;  and 
certainly,  if  ever  there  was  an  individual  who  could  urge 
such  a  plea  with  truth,  it  is  yourself.  Your  time  and 
attention  hâve  been  much  more  worthily  occupied  in 
doing  than  in  saying^  in  the  arrangement  of  schools 
than  in  arrangement  of  periods;  and  if  ever  I  should 
meet  with  a  person  finding  fault  with  your  style, 
and  accusing  you  of  tautology,  I  should  at  once  ask 
him  if  thai  was  ail  he  had  to  object  against  you; 
whether  what  you  advanced  was  true  or  not  ;  and,  if 
true,  whether  it  was  the  less  so  for  being  ever  so  often 
repeated. 
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And  now,  with  regard  to  the  main  question — of  what 
vital  importance   is   it   to   every  considerate  Parent, 
Patriot,  and  Christian?     For  my  own  part,  convinced 
as  I  am  tliat  jour  proposai  must  sooner  or  later  take 
effect,  my  only  fear  is^  that  it  may  not  be  acted  oa 
soon  enough  for  my  own  hoy  to  hâve  the  benefit  of  it. 
What  would  I  not  give  to  hâve  him  even  as  well 
excited  and  occupîed  as  the  Blue-coat  scholars  are? 
•  •  •  •  •  •  •• 

Pray,  don't  lose  sight  of  your  proposai  for  an  expéri- 
mental schooL    The  thing  is  in  itself  so  reasonable  and 
feasible,  that  I  do  think  it  would  only  require  the  steady 
co-operation  of  a  few  of  your  Parliamentary  friends  to 
get  it  established.         .  .  .  .  • 

So  very  hîghly  do  I  think  of  this  part  of  your  proposai 
in  particular,  that  if  I  were  single,  and  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  younger,  I  think  I  should  be  disposed  to  abandon 
my  profession,  and  volunteer  my  services  as  a  teacher 
on  your  System.  .  .  •  .  • 

But  let  me  not  talk  of  tautology  in  others.  I  see  and 
feel  that,  when  a  man  is  seriously  intent  on  a  subject, 
it  is  next  to  impossible  for  him  to  avoid  it. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir — ^go  on  and  prosper  ;  so  prays 
sincerely,  yours  ever  truly. 


George  Dempster,  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Dunnichen,  27th  Augost  1815. 

My  dear  Doctor, 

Two  months  and  seventeen  days  hâve  elapsed 
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sînce  I  received  your  letter  of  the  lOtli  June  last, 
This  balances  our  account  of  irregularity  in  corre- 
spondence. 

You  allude  to  a  new  publication  that  is  to  expose 
you  to  vengeance.  But  till  you  send  me  the  book, 
which  1*11  thank  you  to  do,  I  cannot  guess  whom  you 
are  to  ofFend,  or  for  wliat.  It  won't  be  for  your  patrîotic 
intention  of  instituting  a  Madras  school  in  your  native 
city  under  my  auspices.  You'U  never  find  time,  nor 
I  llfe  for  such  an  undertaking.  You  are  so  busy — I 
so  old.  Do  you  never  think  of  extending  your  labours 
to  Ireland  ?  There  is  a  field  ! — the  wittiest,  sharpest, 
handsomest  people  in  Europe  left  in  a  ferocious  state 
of  barbarism,  between  a  learned  Protestant  clergy  who 
do  nothing,  and  an  ignorant,  bigoted,  Catholic  priest- 
hood,  who  do  too  much,  because  the  Government  does 
nothing  for  them. 

Don't  moderato  your  ambition  to  Sherburn  hos- 
pital,  but  continue  your  progress  to  the  mitre.  For 
very  little  money  you  may  be  paragraphed  up  to  the 
episcopal  throne.  A  few  superficial  essays  ou  che- 
mistry,  and  an  apology  for  the  Bible,  hâve  made  bishops 
— ^flogging  the  Westminster  schoolboys,  archbishops. 
What  are  their  labours  or  merits  compared  with  yours  ? 
If  well  puffed,  as  it  would  admit  of,  what  will  not  the 
rising  génération  owe  you  ?  Ploughmen,  between  their 
yokings,  reading  the  Old  Testament  ;  the  New,  read 
by  the  milkmaids  and  dustmen  : — Cobblers  solving  pro- 
blems  algebraically,  and  girls  drawing  maps  of  Europe 
on  their  samplers. 

Don't  you  think  of  paying  your  Scotch  friends  a 
visit  in  the  travelling  season  ?  It  would  make  me 
bappy  to  hâve  you  under  my  roof  before  I  resign  it  to 
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a  successor  less  known  to  you,  and  of  course  receiving 
you  less  kindly.  Wîth  every  good  wish,  my  dear  and 
révérend  sir,  adieu. 


Dear  Sir, 


Dr  Bell  to  Alex.  M'Lean^  Esq. 

SherbuTD  House,  16th  April  1816. 


My  gardener  at  Swanage,  a  man  of  great  skill,  assured 
me  that  a  part  of  the  ground  was  good  for  nothing, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  make  it  good  for  any  thing, 
and  that  it  must  remain  as  heretofore — ^uncultivated. 
I  replied,  that  if  it  had  been  a  rock  instead  of  rubbish, 
I  would  hâve  created  a  sod  ;  and  in  a  short  time  he 
saw  it  equally  productive  with  the  rest  of  a  rich  garden 
soil. 


Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Southey,  Esq. 

Botirton-on*the-Water,  2l8t  April  1816. 

You  know,  my  dearest  sir,  the  interest  which  I  feel 
în  your  family.  You  need  not  be  told  how  affecting 
the  sore  calamity  which  has  overtaken  you  must  be  to 
ail  who  know  them,  and  delighted  in  them  as  I  did. 
Such  a  boy  !    Where  shall  I  find  his  like  again  ?  How 
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oft  bave  bis  disposition,  bis  temper,  bis  talents,  bis 
genius — in  ail  so  like  bis  fatber's — ^been  tbe  tbeme  of 
my  discourse  !    I  could  speak  of  tbem  for  ever,  but  it 
is  unavailing  ;  tbey  are  no  more  !     It  bas  befallen  bim 
wbat  must  befall  us  ail,     Happy  no  doubt  for  bim  ! 
Pure  and  spotless,  be  is  gone  to  tbe  endless  enjoyment 
of  a  better  world,  witbout  ever  knowing  tbe  miseries 
wbicb  many  of  us  bave  suffered,  and  bave  to  suffer,  in 
tbis  vale  of  sorrow.     He  is  delivered  from  tbem  for 
even  He  will  not,  indeed,  retum  to  us,  but  we,  I  trust, 
sball  go  to  bim.   Tou  look  for  consolation  wbere  alone 
true  consolation  is  to  be  found.    Many  of  us  know 
no  otber  comfort  under  our  afflictions.     But  you  bave 
also  otber  and  great  comforts.   You  are  indeed  bereaved 
of  one  jewel,  sucb  as  few  ever  possessed  !    But  you  are, 
tbank  God,  ricb  beyond  otber  men  in  tbe  treasures 
wbicb  are  left  to  you — ^all  of  tbem  wortby  of  tbeb:  pa- 
rents and  of  sucb  a  brotber  ;  ail  of  tbem  sbaring  in  your 
grief,  and  lessening  your  sorrow  ;  ail  feeling  tbe  com- 
mon  loss.    I,  wbo  was  fond  of  being  one  of  tbem,  can- 
not  but  feel  witb  tbem.     As  I  bave  often  partaken 
personally  of  your  joy,  metbinks  I  sbould  find  comfort 
in  being  présent  at  your  mouming.   I  pray  God  to  com- 
fort you  !   I  leave  you  in  tbe  bands  of  bis  motber,  and 
bis  sisters.     Your  mutual  comforts  are,  indeed^  many 
and  great.     Long  may  you  be  spared  to  bless  one  an- 
otber,  and  be  blessed  !    Tbey,  time,  constant  occupa- 
tion, tbe  Society  of  friends,  wbicb  I  beseech  you  not  to 
décline,  tbe  consciousness  of  bigb  usefiilness,  added  to 
tbe  sentiments  wbicb  you  express,  will  do  ail  tbat  can 
be  done  for  man.     Nor  is  tbere  wanting  to  you  in  tbe 
utmost  extent,tbe  sincère  sympatbyof  numerous  friends, 
(under  your  affliction,  wbicb  no  prudence  could  bav« 
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prevented,  no  concem  can  cure,)  and  of  none  more 
than,  mj  dear  sir,  jour  much  grieved  and  most  affec* 
tionate  friend. 

P.S. — Afiter  a  long  tour  of  duty,  ofiten  painftil,  some- 
times  pleasant,  from  the  state  in  which  I  find  schools, 
but  always  animating  with  the  hope  of  improvement^ 
I  am  within  a  few  days  of  town.  If  a  visit  to  the 
Continent  were  thought  advisable,  I  think  I  might 
hope  to  attend  jou  six  weeks  or  two  months  hence. 
The  postboy,  who  came  at  one  with  your  melancholj 
letter,  départs  at  two;  but  I  cannot  let  him  go  without 
my  sad  condolence.  Tell  me  soon  how  Mrs  Southey^ 
yourself,  and  ail  are.  Soon,  I  trust,  you  will  begîn  to 
feel  your  comforts  !     God  bless  and  support  yoo. 


Lord  Kenym  to  Dr  BeU. 

GredÎDgton,  NoTember  13,  1810. 

My  dearest  Sir, 

This,  I  trust,  may  find  you  safely  arrived  at  Bishop's 
Auckland,  and  not  overdone  by  your  travelling.  I 
thank  God  I  found  my  precious  orphans  well  and  good, 
and  therefore  happy  also  :  so  is  it  ever  with  the  sim- 
plicity  of  children,  and  so  would  it  be  more  generally, 
if  ail  preserved  their  simpUcity  and  comparative  inno- 
cency. 

The  weather  is  fearfully  bad,  and  the  farmers  un- 
able  in  many  instances  to  fiilfil  their  intentions  in  sow- 
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îng  corn.  The  times  seem  very  like  tbose  foretold,  of 
'^  men's  hearts  failing  them  for  fear,  and  for  looking  for 
those  things  which  shall  corne  upon  the  earth."  For 
my  part^  my  appréhensions  on  those  subjects  hâve  ever 
been  founded  on  my  view  of  the  prosperity  or  hazard 
attending  the  state  of  pure  Christianity  among  us^  which 
daily  and  yearly  expérience  cannot  but  make  thinking 
minds  feel  more  gloomy  about — such  is  the  zeal  and 
apparent  success  of  enthusiasts  in  religion  and  politics  ; 
and  my  concern^  but  as  connected  with  those  most  dear 
to  me  in  blood  and  affection,  from  principle  and  private 
or  public  attachments,  is  inconceivably  lessened  since 
my  sad  calamity,  which  bas  made  every  thing  in  this 
world  of  trifling  estimation,  except  as  far  as  it  bas  ré- 
férence to  my  own  hopes,  and  those  of  the  faithful,  in 
a  better  world.  My  means  of  exerting  myself  are 
greatly  lessened  by  my  sad  visitation.  My  anxiety  to 
act  up  to  my  means  I  humbly  hope  is  greatly  increased  ; 
but  I  am  assuredly  less,  instead  of  more,  satisfied  with 
myself.     •     .     . 


Dr  Beli  io  Lord  Kenyan. 

Bishop*8-Attckland,  20th  November  1816. 


My  Lord, 


In  the  Episcopal  schools  of  Scotland  I  introduced 

aJl  our  National  school-books: — In  Presbyterian  schools, 

ail  but  the  Catechism.     I  beg  that  your  lordship  will 

hâve  a  little  more  faith  in  me  in  one  point,  as  yoiè  bave 

VOL.  m.  2  o 
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perhaps  too  much  in  erery  other  ;  and  belieye  that  in 
every  country,  and  under  erery  dispensation,  much  may 
be  done  by  one  so  unequal  and  unworthy  in  ail  other 
respects  while  in  chief  possession  of  bis  own  orgaa 
— without  which;  the  abiest  and  wisest^  and  best 
and  most  learned,  cannot  do  what  a  child  can  perform 
with  it. 

I  am  balancing  between  two,  I  might  say  twenty, 
direct  calls  on  me^  and  an  indirect  call  by  myself. 
Southey's  letter  bas  struck  me,  and  pleased  me  much^ 
very  much.  I  tbink  he  migbt  be  rendered  a  most  im- 
portant instrument  of  the  Ghurch  and  State,  as  he  is  a 
most  useful  man.     £ver,  my  good  and  dear  lord,  your 

A.  B. 


Dr  BtU  to  Lord  Kenyan. 

Bi8hop*8*Auckland,  SStb  NoTember  1816. 

My  good  Lord, 

I  hâve  lost  my  oldest  relative  in  England — Gene- 
ral Mercer — the  oldest  artillery  officer  in  the  king's 
service;  in  which  he  was  much  distinguished  by  his 
conduct,  and  excellent  character^  and  good  deeds.  His 
mother  was  the  sister  to  my  grandmotber,  and  was  the 
guide  and  friend  of  my  early  youth.  His  grandfather 
and  my  great-grandfather  came  over.with  King  William, 
and  was  captain  of  the  guards.  He  retired  to  St 
Andrews,  and  commenced  wine-merchant.  •  .  .  . 
Though  he  was  one  step  nearer  our  common  parent 
than  myself,  yet  he  waâ  not  a  great  many  years  older* 
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On  this  occasion  you  will  conçoive  the  many  reflec- 
tions  which  arise  and  fill  my  mind.  It  cannot  be  long 
till  it  be  my  appointed  time  to  foUow  him  ;  and  bid 
farewell  to  ail  my  sublanary  pursuits^  which  I  hâve 
followed  with  so  much  earnestness  and  persévérance. 
I  trast  their  fruits  will  be  seen  when  I  am  gone.  But 
I  must  not  indulge. 

I  am  still  detained  hère  by  necessary  duty.     .     .     * 


Dr  Briggê  to  Dr  Bell. 

Lîyerpool,  Saturday  Nigbt,  Noy.  30, 1816. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  just  recollect  that  this  is  St  Andrew's  day — to 
you  he  stands  in  the  twofold  relation  of  namesake  and 
tutelar  saint.  May  you  hâve  many  opportunities  of  corn- 
memorating  it  ;  and  may  that  event^  to  which  you  say 
you  are  led  to  turn  your  thoughts  more  and  more^  be  de- 
ferred  till  you  hâve  more  completely  accomplished  your 
mission.  Thèse  events^  however^  are  in  the  secret 
counsels  oîHim,  who^  whether  by  the  life  or  the  death 
of  his  servants^  can  make  ail  tbings  work  together  for 
good. 

When  I  sat  down  to  begin  this  letter^  I  was  not 
aware  that  I  should  fall  ezactly  into  such  a  strain  as 
this  ;  but^  being  in  it,  I  may  as  well  go  on.  I  hope  I 
am  no  flatterer,  and  indeed  you  know  that  on  one  caV'- 
dinal  point  I  hâve  always  taken  leave  to  dissent  from 
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the  principle  on  which  the  National  societj  is  consti- 
tuted;  and  therefore,  perhaps,  there  would  be  more  pro- 
priety  in  comparing  you  to  the  apostle  to  the  circum-^ 
cisian,  than  to  the  great  champion  of  uncircumcision. 
I  do  not  advert  to  this  différence  of  opinion  for  the 
sake  of  argument  :  on  the  contrary  I  would  avoid  ît, 
because  it  is  not  probable  that  either  of  us  would  con- 
vince  the  other;  but  merely  to  show  that  whatever 
praise  I  do  give,  howerer  insignificant  it  may  be,  does 
not  proceed  from  mère  blind  admiration^  but  from 
honest  conviction. 

I  do  then  déclare^  that  next  to  the  révélation  of 
the  truth  itself,  and  the  art  o/  printing,  as  the  means 
of  d^UfSing  the  knowledge  of  reyelation^  I  know  no 
discovery  that  can  at  ail  be  compared  to  yours  for  the 
importance  and  heneficence  of  the  conséquences  wîth 
which  it  is  pregnant.  That  its  mighty  effects  will  be 
felt  in  a  most  rapidly  increasing  ratio,  neither  you  nor 
I  hâve  ever  doubted. 

Nay,  even  though,  with  St  Paul,  you  may  be  obliged 
to  confess  that  some  preach  the  cause  of  éducation  from 
envy  and  strife,  and  some  from  good^will,  yet,  like  him^ 
you  will  be  able  to  exclaim  triumphantly — "  what  then  ? 
Notwithstanding  every  way,  whether  in  pretence  or  in 
truth,  Christ  is  preached,  and  I  therein  do  rejoice,  yea, 
and  will  rejoice  :  "  and  with  this  eye  of  faith  you  will  be 
able  to  say  with  the  same  apostle — '*  whether  Paid,  or 
ApoUos,  or  Oephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death^  or 
things  présent,  or  things'to  come,  ail  are  Christ's,  and 
Christ  is  God's.*' 

You  see,  my  dear  sir,  whither  that  same  dash  of 
enthmiasm,  which  you  hâve  elsewhere  spoken  of,  has 
led  me.     I  hâve  even  got  halfway  up  the  steps  of  the 
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pulpit.     Sed  ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam  ;  and  now  for 
what  I  origînally  intended  to  write  about. 

In  the  first  place,  Mrs  Briggs  and  I  are  very  sîncere- 
ly  glad  to  find,  that  we  are  so  soon  to  hâve  the  pleasure 
oî  seeing  you.  I  hope,  however,  that  this  will  catch 
you  at  Lancaster,  because,  if  you  can  spare  time,  I  am 
very  désirons  that  you  shonld  from  thence  make  a  di- 
gression and  visit  my  native  place— Poulton-in-the 
Fylde.  You  may  remember  my  once  sending  you  a 
report  of  what  was  doing  there,  I  hâve  had  no  oppor- 
tunity  of  seeing  them  since  that  time,  and  I  regret  that 
I  cannot  now  promise  to  meèt  you  there  ;  but  I  know 
one  of  the  masters  very  well  ;  we  were  at  one  time 
class-fellows,  and  he  has  always  expressed  a  very 
anxious  désire  to  be  visited.  Now,  my  dear  sir,  if  you  . 
could  but  contrive  to  be  there  on  a  Sunday,  and  give 
them  both  a  lesson  and  a  sermon,  I  think  I  can  answer 
for  my  countrymen,  that  whatever  seed  you  might  sow 
would  fall  on  a  grateful  soil  ;  besides  I  want  to  intro- 
ducs  you  to  my  mother,  who,  if  she  live  till  May,  will 
be  eighty-nine  years  old  ;  and  I  hâve  also  a  brother-in- 
law  who,  I  think,  would  please  you.  I  think  it  pro- 
bable that  there  is  not  another  attomey  in  England  so 
fond  of  biblical  literature,  and  so  deeply  versed  in  it  as 
himself.  I  do  hope  that,  as  you  tell  me  you  are  liberty 
to  pursue  your  own  inclination  in  the  route  of  duty, 
you  will  not  hâve  so  far  arranged  your  plans  but  that 
you  can  comprehend  this  in  your  scheme.  Thé  place 
where  you  turn  off  is  Oarstang,  from  whence  Poulton 
is  but  twelve  miles  ;  and  you  hâve  no  occaeion  to  re^ 
turn  thither.  There  is  a  much  shorter  way  to  Près- 
ton  through  Kirkham.  A  map  of  Lancashire  will  soon 
show  you  the  bearings  of  the  places.     I  shall  write  to 
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my  brother-in-law,  Mr  Wilson,  by  this  post,  lo  inform 

him  ;  and  if  there  be  time,  I  am  sure  he  wîll  second  my 

request;  but  it  is  a  by  post,  and  does  not  go  every 

day^  80  that  I  beg  you  will  not  stand  on  the  ceremony 

of  waiting  for  any  other  welcome.     No  friend  of  mine 

ever  found  that  he  wanted  any  additional  introduction 

to  their  humble  but  hospitable  roofs.     But  you,  my 

dear  sir^  hâve  only  to  introduce  yourself  to  any  one 

who  takes  an  interestin  the  cause  of  which  you  are  the 

messenger  ;  and,  as  a  proof  that  my  friends  are  not 

dead  to  such  interests,  you  will  recollect  my  pointing 

out  to  you  in  the  printed  report,  that  a  fourth  of  the 

whole  subscription  was  contributed  by  my  own  &mily. 

What  now  remains  but  that  I  should  add  the  united 

assurances  of  regard  of  Mrs  Briggs,  and  dear  sir,  yonrs 

most  sincerely. 

If  you  could  not  conveniently  be  at  Poulton  on  a 
Sunday,  I  am  sure  they  would  gladly  muster  their 
troops  on  any  other  day  ;  but  I  want  you  to  gire  them 
a  sermon— jfas  est  et  ab  hoste  doceri.  Joseph  Lan^ 
caster  used  to  give  his  lectures,  and  curions  onee  they 
were. 


My  dearest  Sir, 


Ijord  Kenytm  to  Dr  Bell. 

Gre^gtoo,  Deeember  6»  1816. 


I  will  take  the  liberty,  when  it  cornes  out^  to  send 
jour  host,  Dr  Briggs,  a  sermon  by  a  worthy  derical  friend 
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of  mine^  on  the  importance  of  religious  establishments 
to  the  préservation  of  Christian  faith  and  Christian 
conduct^  which  sanguine  minds  imbued  with  religious 
principles,  and  accompanied  with  intellectual  abilities, 
are  often  not  enough  aware  of.  I  hâve  ever  been  per- 
suaded  that,  in  a  religious  poin^  of  view,  the  conserva- 
tion of  the  church,  and  especially  in  thèse  times,  when 
no  one  has  a  thought  of  preventing  the  freest  exercise 
of  liberty  of  conscience^  is  at  least  as  much  the  interest 
of  ail  sectaries  as  of  its  own  children.  Had  they  another 
establishment^  which  would  they  hâve  ?  Had  they  none^ 
but  every  man  to  support  what  he  pleased  himself^ 
we  should  soon  hâve  no  Christianity  left  among  us^  I 
therefore— even  if  I  supposed  that  you  did  confine  your- 
self  as  a  missionary  to  the  church^  which  it  has  beeu 
obvions  to  me,  by  my  own  waiting  upon  you,  that  you 
hâve  not  donc — should  feel  that  ail  classes  of  Christians 
were  at  once  benefited  by  your  zeal  and  grand  disco- 
very  ;  and  so  I  am  sure  Dr  Briggs  feels.  My  feelings  on 
this  important  subject  are  by  no  means  prin^ipally  in- 
fluenced  by  its  being  my  sincère  conviction»  that  no 
description  of  Christians  in  this  country  hâve  nearly  so 
evangelical  a  constitution  in  doctrine  and  discipline  ss 
ourselves.  My  conviction  of  the  dependence  of  the 
préservation  of  sound  and  practical  Christianity  on  the 
support  of  a  national  Christian  church  being  essentially 
connected  with  its  maintenance,  would  induce  me,  in 
other  countries  where,  from  conscience,  I  might  not 
communicate  with  that  church,  etill  invariably  to  coun- 
tcnance  gênerai  éducation  acoording  to  its  tenets  ;  at 
the  same  time  that  I  should  doubtless  feel  bdund  to 
support  schools  for  éducation  according  to  my  own 
private  persuasion  ;  but  the  exclusion  of  religious  in- 
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struction^  for  the  sake  of  conciliation^  I  never  could 
comprehend  as  reconcilable  with  duty;  and  I  hold 
that  to  be  exclusion  which  excludes  that  instruction 
which  is  peculiar  to  any  religions  socîety 


Dr  Bell  to  Mrs  WiUiaiM. 

18,  BeWidere,  Bath,  March  8,  1817. 

My  dear  Madam^ 

To  begin  with  the  head  and  front  of  your  letter, 
for  which  I  beg  my  lowly  acknowledgments^  I  shall, 
as  becomes  every  good  and  loyal  subject,  be  most 
proud  to  receive,  and  happy  to  obey  the  gracions  and 
royal  commands  of  which  you  are  pleased  to  gîve  me 
intimation. 

Next  in  your  letter  and  in  my  mind^  are  our  schools. 
It  is  no  small  part  of  our  duty  to  the  father  of  his 
people  to  fulfil  his  benevolent  wish,  by  teaching  ail  bis 
subjects  to  read  the  Bible.  The  principles  of  religion, 
morality,  and  loyalty,  united  witl\.thabits  of  useful  in- 
dustry,  constitute  the  grand  end  of  our  schools  ;  which, 
in  the  words  qf  the  report  of  the  Madras  Asylum,  was 
"  to  make  good  men,  good  subjects,  good  Christians," 
Thèse  are  the  indispensable  requisites  of  a  Madras 
school.  The  rest  dépends  on  the  opinion  of  the  foun- 
ders  and  conductors.  My  opinion  is  well  known.  It 
is  that,  next  to  useful  industry,  useful  knowledge  is 
serviceable  to  the  poor.  It  raises  them  in  their  own 
estimation  above  low  and  degrading  vices,  and  prcvents 
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their  becoming  dupes  to  those  arts  which  are  indus- 
triously  employed  to  deceive  and  mislead  them.  In 
the  national  schools^  writing  and  the  four  cardinal 
rules  of  arithmetic  are  generally  taught^  except  the 
patrons  choose  to  dispense  with  it.  But  in  thèse  points 
I  do  not  think  myself  warranted  in  interfering,  if  not 
caUed  upon  to  state  my  sentiments.  To  the  trustées 
and  managers  of  schools,  I  am  wont  to  say — "  Tell  me 
what  ît  is  you  wish  to  teach^  and  I  will  show  the  way 
in  whieh  we  teach  it." 

This  I  think  might  suffice  for  an  answer  to  your 
queries.  But  that  I  may  not  appear  to  dwell  in  gêne- 
rais, I  will,  with  ail  the  candeur  which  you  require, 
give  a  spécifie  reply  to  each  of  your  questions  in  order. 

Ist.  '*  What  do  you  disapprove  of  ?" 

Nothing,  for  the  reasons  stated  above. 

2d.  "  What  did  you  wish  to  alter  in  the  plan  ?  " 

Nothing,  for  the  same  reasons.  What  then,  you 
will  ask,  was  the  meaning  of  my  saying  to  the  deputy 
mistress  ?  This  will  appear  under  your  third  question, 
which  is  : — 

3d.  **  What  did  you  kindly  wish  to  suggest  as  im- 
provements  ?  " 

The  industry  and  the  method  of  conducting  it  ap- 
peared  to  me  admirable  ;  but  even  hère,  I  would,  if  you 
had  been  présent  and  permitted  me,  suggested  a  claê^ 
sification,  to  which  you  know  my  prédilection  :  it  tends 
to  keep  perpetually  alive  habits  of  attention,  diligence, 
and  exertion  ;  every  scholar  takes  her  place  in  her  class 
according  to  her  daily  performance. 

Still  more,  in  the  methods  of  reading  and  spelling  I 
would,  with  your  good  leave,  hâve  pointed  out  our  pro- 
cesses :    But  I  must  not  trouble  you  with  a  volume  of 
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instructions^  which  it  would  requîre,  were  I  to  desciibe 
ail  our  method. 

4th.  '*  Were  you  upon  the  whole  pleased  -with  tbe 
establishment,  and  did  it  strike  you  as  an  institation 
likely  to  answer  my  ardent  wish  of  being  usefîil  ?  " 

It  did  indeed.  Your  end  and  mine— as  appears  from 
what  bas  been  said — your  end  and  mine  is  one  and  the 
BBme—religiany  loyalty,  industry.  Thèse  grand  and 
indispensable  essentials  are  in  your  school.  The  rest 
is  matter  of  opinion.  If  there  be  any  thing  wantîng, 
you  bave  yourself  pointed  it  out.  It  is  to  ''render  this 
charity  still  more  useful,  and  those  educated  in  it  still 
better  members  of  society." 

It  is  that  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  the 
scholars  may  be  advanced  to  the  utmost,  by  distinct 
and  accurate  reading,  by  habits  of  increased  attention 
and  diligence,  and  by  giving  new  life  and  spirit  to  the 
whole,  by  carrying  the  principle  of  émulation  and  per- 
fect  instruction  to  its  just  length. 

I  am  hère,  on  the  score  of  health,  engaged  in  a  new 
work,  and  in  assisting  the  good  master  of  the  National 
school  in  making  it  a  model  of  the  Madras  System, 
with  an  especial  view  to  its  diffusion  through  the  nu- 
merious  visitors  who  fréquent  this  spa.  Allow  me  to 
ask  during  what  period  you  propose  being  at  Chelten- 
ham.  I  baye  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Madam,  with 
great  respect,  your  most  faithfîil  and  obedient. 
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Mrê  U io  Dr  Bell 

Old  Dock,  LWerpool,  14th  March  1817. 
Sir, 

If  any  thing  a  single  and  retired  individual  could 
say,  would  add  a  single  atom  to  the  character  of  your 
highly  favoured  System,  I  ought  to  render  it.  But  your 
labours  are  stamped  by  a  magnitude  that  défies  praise, 
and  which  a  Christian  spirit,  imbued  with  grâce,  feeling 
nothing  but  deep  humiliation  in  the  présence  of  infinité 
Deity,  spums  every  thing  appropriating,  knowing  that 
nothing  is  received  but  of  the  grâce  of  God  ;  and  only 
accounts  itself  the  more  responsible  the  more  light  that 
is  Youchsafed. 

Schools  formed  upon  your  plan  hâve  uniformly  ar- 
rested  my  attention  with  increasing  admiration,  and  I 
refiect  with  delight  upon  the  manner  in  which  you  hâve 
been  favoured  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  From  the 
éducation  of  an  only  son,  devolving  by  the  death  of  his 
father  entirely  upon  me,  I  was  wishful  that  he  should 
be  favoured  with  this  mode  of  éducation  ;  but  his  pre- 
ceptors  would  by  no  means  admit  any  advantage  to  be 
derived  firom  it,  alleging  that  children  of  the  higher 
classes  would  be  too  soon  educated  ;  and  that  no  one 
would  know  what  to  make  of  them.  This  appeared 
to  me  to  be  quite  a  ridiculous  view  of  the  subject,  as  if  too 
much  knowledge  could  be  attained.  Besides,  the  higher 
orders  of  society  do  not  pay  in  gênerai  that  attention 
to  religions  instruction  that  could  be  wished — forget- 
ting  that  steady  principles  will  carry  a  man  with  hon- 
our  through  the  world,  while  éducation  without  them 
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will  often  destroy.  Yours  therefore^  sir,  is  a  humaniz- 
isg  System.  It  is  the  broad  path,  where  the  wayfaring 
man  cannot  stumble  ;  and  why  should  not  ail  ranks 
partake  of  such  a  blessing  ?  You,  sir,  oould  recommend 
it.  Why  not  institute  schools,  and  let  the  parents  pay 
for  them  ?  Your  method  opens  up  such  a  field,  that 
the  harvest  seems  ah'eady  at  hand. 

It  appears  likewise  to  me,  from  the  character  of 
languages,  that  they  might  be  more  simplified,  and 
made  more  easy  by  bringing  them  from  the  source  ; 
that  carrjing  up  the  stream  must  always  be  the  more 
difficult  way.  We  leam  that,  in  the  tîme  of  the  Re- 
formation  in  Scotland,  children  of  six  or  seven  years  of 
âge  read  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  Bibles.  If  the  Hebrew 
is  the  root  of  ail  language,  and  can  be  so  easily  attained, 
would  it  not  be  the  most  fit  to  begin  with  ?  My  son, 
who  is  in  his  eleventh  year,  was  alone  with  me  ;  and  as 
I  could  not  render  him  any  assistance  in  his  Latin 
studies,  I  thought  of  beginning  with  French,  and  foU 
lowing  your  method  as  much  as  possible  with  one.  He 
made  an  extraordinary  progress  in  three  or  four  weeks  ; 
and  in  reading  Telemachus  I  was  his  dictionary.  We 
had  the  maps.  The  looking  for  one  place  often  took 
us  to  another.  He  was  delighted  with  the  notes,  where 
he  found  himself  in  the  Panthéon  with  RoUin,  or  other 
authors  he  had  read.  When  a  tutor^  highly  recom- 
mended,  joined  us,  as  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  the  south 
of  France  for  health,  I  told  him  what  could  be  done  by 
such  management  ;  but  it  does  not  meet  his  ideas,  al- 
though  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  of  double  advantage 
to  the  child,  and  much  ease  to  himself.  Yet  I  see  him 
doomed  to  turn  over  a  dictionary  for  hours  together. 
This,  however,  may  be  from  ignorance  and  anxiety. 
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As  I  must  leave  the  country  on  account  of  health,  I  am 
anxious  to  gain  anj  knowledge  that  may  contrîbute  to 
his  advantage,  and  would  entreat  the  favour  of  your 
having  the  goodness  to  point  ont  any  work  that  will 
instruct  me  best  in  your  yiews  of  éducation^  and  any 
advice  you  should  think  necessary,  or  books  proper  for 
him.  Much  could  I  wish  for  a  companion  for  him. 
But  the  fear  of  contamination  has  hitherto  prevented 
ît.  I  trusta  sir^  you  will  forgive  an  anxiety  that  has 
prompted  the  liberty  I  hâve  taken. 


Lord  Kenyon  to  Dr  Bell. 

Gredingtoû,  June  25, 1817. 

My  dearest  Sir, 

•  k  »  •  •  •  •• 

You  well  know  how  much  gratified  I  should  be  on 
hearing  of  your  success  in  visiting  Sweden,  Russia, 
(and  let  me  add,  Prussia  especially,)  if  your  health 
shall  allow  you  to  do  so.  In  visiting  the  latter,  the  ob- 
ject  of  my  peculiar  anxiety,  from  the  respect  and  sym-  ' 
pathy  I  feel  to  its  afflicted  and  able  sovereign,  the 
Duke  of  York's  letter  of  introduction  is  peculiarly  to 
be  desired.  It  is  my  conviction  that  there  is  in  Prussia 
the  possibihty,  by  means  of  your  all-powerful  System,  of 
doing  more  for  genuine  Christîanity  than  perhaps  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  It  being  so  used  is  what  I  most 
anxiously  wish.  But  I  by  no  means  would  be  under- 
stood  to  mean  that  setting  about  it  hastily  is  the  désir- 
able course. 
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General  Dirom  to  Dr  BeU. 

Moont  ÂnnaD,  20th  Jalj  1817. 

My  dear  Friend, 

•  ••••• 

The  tenants  on  your  property,  I  hope^  may  be 
doing  better  than  is  generally  the  case.  Most  people 
hâve  found  it  necessary  to  give  theirs  great  déductions 
in  conséquence  of  the  change  in  the  times.  We  hâve 
done  so,  but  still  find  it  difficult  to  keep  them  going. 
We  must  hope  that  the  worst  is  over.  The  price  of 
cattle,  which  is  so  important  both  hère  and  in  Gallo- 
way^  bas  risen  considerably  of  late  ;  and  if  grain  does 
not  fall  too  low^  the  farmers  will  begin  to  look  up  again, 
although  it  must  be  some  years  before  they  can  regain 
the  capital  they  baye  lost,  and^  I  may  add,  the  confi- 
dence which  is  necessary  to  carry  on  their  labours  with 
spirit.  I  bave  myself  a  large  farm^  above  500  English 
statute  acres,  and  bave  encountered  many  difficulties 
both  as  a  farmer  and  a  proprietor;  but  upon  the  whole^ 
I  bave  thought  myself  fortunate  in  having  so  much 
land  in  my  own  hands,  as  it  bas  produced  something 
certain,  wbereas  some  of  our  neighbours  bave  got  litde 
or  nothing  from  their  tenants. 

Our  village  continues  to  thrive  tolerably  well  ;  and 
now,  in  seventeen  years,  contains  a  population  of  near 
400  industrious  people.  It  swarms  with  children,  and 
we  bave  two  day  schools  and  a  Sunday  school,  ail  well 
attended,  and  which  draw  scholars  also  from  the  neigh* 
bourhood.  We  bave  one  excellent  master,  for  whom 
we  are  preparing  a  larger  school,  ,and  he  is  well  disposed 
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to  adopt  jour  System.  He  bas  read  jour  books  with 
great  satisfaction  ;  and^  with  the  advantage  of  some 
instruction  from  yourself^  we  think  he  would  soon  be- 
come  an  able  teacher  upon  your  plan.  You  may  also 
do  much  good  in  Annan  and  Dumfries  ;  and  baving 
afterwards  Glasgow  and  Edinburgb  on  your  route^  we 
trust  you  will  not  be  out  of  the  Une  of  your  duty  in 
coming  to  Scotland^  which  you  sbould  make  a  point 
of  visiting  before  the  school  vacations  in  the  barvest. 
The  sooner  you  corne  you  wiQ  be  the  more  welcome  to 
this  family^  who  ail  join  in  cordial  regards  to  you^  and 
I  ever  am^  my  dear  friend^  most  faithfully  yours. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyan. 

Monday  Evening^  15th  Sept.  1817. 

My  good  and  dear  Lord^ 

Ridley,  a  monitor  of  the  Barrington  school^  goes 
to  establish  the  Madras  system  of  éducation  at  St  An- 
drews. Thus  does  the  Barrington  school  perform  an 
important  object  of  its  institution.  I  do  not  venture 
to  predict  the  conséquence  of  this  measure.  But,  after 
the  completion  of  my  former  anticipations,  I  cannot  but 
look  forward  to  the  events  which  unfold  tbemselves.  Un- 
der  the  auspices  of  the  great  patron  of  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem, if  Ridley  succeed,  of  which  there  is  eyery  reasonable 
expectation,  the  first  complète  model  of  it  in  Scotland  will 
be  established  at  the  ancient  metropolitan  city  of  North 
Britain,  the  seat  of  the  oldest  university  of  that  country^ 
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and  last  and  least,  the  native  city  and  aima  mater  of  the 
author  of  that  sjstem.  It  is  reasonable  to  look  forward 
to  its  results^  in  regard  to  the  Episcopal  Ghurch^  CTcn 
to  its  revival  and  restoration^  at  least  to  goodly  fellow- 
ship  and  Christian  charitj.  What  wonderfîil  prognos- 
tications  arise  in  my  mind!  Who  would  hâve  believed, 
when,  at  an  early  age^  I  took  my  degrees,  and  went 
forth^  like  other  poor  students,  to  carry  abroad  what  I 
had  leamed  at  my  native  university,  that  I  should  live 
to  this  age^  visit  the  western  and  eastern  worlds^  reverse 
the  established  order  of  things,  and  be  the  humble  in^ 
stroment  of  sending  an  English  missionary  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  new  System  of  éducation  at  the  seat  of 
leaming^  which  has  hitherto  sent  its  alumni  over  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world^  and  has  now  of  her  sons  Play- 
fair^  Leslie^  two  Ritchies^  &c.;  filling  professional  chairs 
at  Edinburgh  ? 


Mrs  Honoria  Williams  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keppel  Street,  19th  Kot.  1817. 

Sir, 

In  conséquence  of  the  kind  introductory  letter  of 
my  firiend  and  relative,  the  Rev.  Dr  HoUand  of  Poyn- 
îngs,  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  a  copy  of 
the  summary  method  of  reading.  Should  you  not 
deem  it  wholly  unworthy  of  your  notice^  I  would  ob- 
serve that  I  can  teach  any  child  (old  enough  to  speak 
plain)  to  read  English  correctly  and  finendy  in  four 
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months  ;  and  that  I  hâve  no  doubt,  by  adopting  my 
System  of  expressing  the  various  sounds  of  the  language 
by  certain  emblems  to  the  admirable  mode  of  tuition 
established  in  the  National  schools,  half  that  time  would 
be  sufficient.  Knowing  the  libéral  philanthropy  of 
your  character^  and  your  unwearied  exertions  for  the 
improvement  and  happiness  of  the  rising  génération^  I 
flatter  myself  you  will  not  be  offended  at  this  address, 
eoen  if  you  should  entirely  disapprove  of  the  plan  thus 
submitted  to  your  considération.  If,  on  the  contrary,  any 
part  of  it  is  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  your  approbation, 
be  assured  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  adopt  every  im- 
provement you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  suggest  in  a 
future  édition  ;  my  great  object  being  to  bring  to  the 
greatest  degree  of  perfection  a  principle  of  instruction 
which  I  know  by  expérience  to  be  eminently  useful 
both  in  forming  a  good  pronunciation  and  correcting 
a  bad  one,  either  in  the  English  or  French  language. 

Allow  me  to  add,  that  the  Rev.  Mr  Edward  Wil- 
liams, of  St  George's,  Hanover  Square,  is  a  friend  who 
is  warmly  interested  in  my  welfare,  and  has  most  kindly 
ofiered  to  introduce  me  to  your  notice  when  you  re- 
turn  to  town. — I  am,  &c. 


Dr  BeU  to  the  Rev.  Dr  HoUatuL 

Biahop*8-Auoklaiid,  26th  Not.  1817. 

I  have  to  thank  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  making  me 
known  as  a  fellow-labourer  to  Mrs  Williams,  to  whom 

VOL.  III.  2  p 


594  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

I  am  indebted  for  a  very  gratifying  letter  which  I  hâve 
just  received  with  yours.  On  my  return  to  town, 
whenever  that  may  be,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  your  in- 
troduction and  of  her  invitation^  and  make  a  tender  of 
my  services  as  writing-master,  in  which  my  forte  lies. 
I  consider  you  as  recommending  a  new  and  good  cus- 
tomer  to  my  shop,  to  which  it  is  my  business  to  attend 
on  my  own  account^  as  well  as  yours  and  hers. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  what  tbe  good  lady  says 
in  her  letter  (for  I  hâve  not  yet  received  the  book) 
may  be  eflfected  in  many  ways  under  the  new  method 
of  instruction.  At  Madras^  on  the  commencement  of 
our  experiment,  boyâ  of  four  and  five  years  of  âge 
learned  to  read  the  Spectator  well  in  seven  or  eight 
months;  and  this  when  we  had  no  appropriate  books* 
What  then  may  not  now  be  done  by  an  able  master 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  new  System  i  Ali  that 
is  wanted  is,  that  the  master  may  hâve  compétent 
ability  and  energy,  and  that  his  heart  be  in  it,  on  which 
ail  dépends  ;  or  at  least  that  his  income  dépend  on  his 
exertions,  or  rather  on  the  progress  of  his  scholars.  In 
the  National  schools  unhappily,  the  duty  and  the  inte- 
rest  of  the  masters  are  in  gênerai  set  at  variance. 

With  an  entire  conviction  of  its  practicability,  and  the 
conséquent  persévérance  as  well  as  exertion,  Mrs  Wil- 
liams may  eflfect,  as  she  proposes,  in  two  months  what 
the  majority  of  tutors,  through  ignorance,  indolence, 
incapacity,  or  indifférence,  do  not  accomplish  in  two 
years.  Nobody  will  participate  in  her  success  more 
than  myself. 

For  many  years  I  bave  been  endeavouring  to  obtain 
a  set  of  facts  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  children  at 
Bchool;  but  hâve  not  yet  been  furnished  with  any  satis- 
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factory  reports  on  which  I  can  entireJy  rely,  and  give 
to  the  world  as  well  authenticated  and  décisive.     There 
is  yet  wanted  a  set  of  experiments^  such  as  physical 
science  abounds  with^  to  form  an  accurate  standard  of 
référence  as  to  the  development  of  the  infant  faculties^ 
beginning  with  the  simple  statement  of  the  respective 
times  in  which  the  A  B  C  at  différent  ages^  and  with 
différent  capacities^  can  be  taught.     If  Mrs  Williams's 
school  produce  a  séries  of  well  authenticated  facts  in 
the  elementary  parts  of  éducation^  she  will  be  no  corn- 
mon  bene&ctress  to  the  world;  and  I  shall  be  glad 
to  find  my  wishes  anticipated  as  to  the  only  valuable 
information  now  wanted. 

Her  book^  when  received,  I  shall  pefuse  with  due 
attention.  Facts — ^facts — ^facts!  This  is  thefirst,  second^ 
and  third  desideratum  in  éducation.      By  what  she 
writes  to  me^  I  trust  that  she  bas  begun  this  task^  in 
which  I  am  at  présent  occupied.     A  class  hère  at  the 
Barrington  school  began  the  miracles^  and  perused  them 
in  twodays  in  a  better  style  than  they  would  perhaps  bave 
done  in  two  months,  if  not  under  due  superintendence, 
guidance,  and  vigilance.     But  for  ail  my  experiments 
in  this  country,  I  am  dépendent  for  the  exécution  ^the 
material  part}  on  others^  till  the  time  come  that  I  shall 
myself  act  as  schoolmaster^  and  be  always  présent  in 
school^  and  not  solely  as  superintendent  ;  and  not  only 
direct,  but   exécute.      With   the   machinery  now  in 
gênerai  use,  what   Mrs  Williams  proposes   may  be 
effected  by  any  compétent  person  who  believes  it  can 
be  done,  and  under  favourable  circumstances  gives  his 
whole  heart  and  soûl  to  it. 

I  cannot  do  justice  to  your  recommendation  without 
anticipating  what  I  shaU  say  to  Mrs  Williams  when 
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I  have  the  honour  of  waiting  on  her.  I  will  then  beg 
leave  to  direct  ber  attention  to  teaching  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet^  speUing,  and  reading^  aU  at  one  time. 
Mj  opinion  is^  that  it  is  not  contrivance  which  ia  now 
wanted^  but  exécution. 


I>r  Bell  Èo  Pire  Girard. 

Herefoid,  5th  April  1818. 
My  dear  Brother, 

I  am  happy  in  tbe  thought  that  tbis  letter  will  be 
handed  to  you  by  an  Englisb  lady  not  unwortby  of  your 
regard.  I  enclose  for  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
bave  just  written  in  great*  haste^  on  hearing  that  she 
was  setting  out  for  the  Continent.  It  will  explain  her 
object  in  desiring  to  be  presented  to  you,  and  to  your 
admirable  institution.  I  know  no  seminary  of  elemen- 
taty  éducation  in  which  she  will  behold  more  of  the 
true  spirit  of  scholastic  instruction  and  discipUne.  For 
the  benevolent  and  pious  task  in  which  you  are  en- 
gaged,  you  possess  the  chief  qualification  (as  set  down 
in  your  elementary  book)  of  a  superintendent,  as  well 
as  master  of  an  academy  ;  viz.  that  ''  bis  heart  be  in 
bis  work."  No  one  possesses  tbis  qualification  in  a 
more  eminent  degree  :  add  to  tbis  your  perfect  know- 
ledge  of  the  principles  on  which  éducation  should  be 
conducted,  and  your  just  application  of  them  in  the 
economy — the  conduct  of  your  schools — ^in  promoting 
the  improvement  and  bappiness  of  your  pupils.     Such 
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a  scène  cannot  but  be  bighly  gratifying,  as  well  as 
instructing^  to  such  a  ladj  as  herewith  attends  you.  K 
I  had  not  been  familiar  with  jour  institution  from  a 
Personal  inspection^  I  should  hâve  known  enough  of  it 
to  command  my  highest  esteem^  from  the  excellent 
letter  with  which  you  hâve  favoured  the  secretary  of 
the  National  Society.  Thîs  letter,  of  which  I  am  ex^ 
ceedingly  proud,  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  gênerai 
committee,  and  was  referred  to  the  Society  for  Propa- 
gating  the  Gospel.  I  was  assured  that  as  soou  as  French 
Testaments,  &c.,  which  were  printing,  were  published, 
your  claims  should  not  be  forgotten.  Since  that  time 
I  hâve  been  much  occupied  in  the  provinces,  and  am 
not  informed  of  what  has  been  donc.  It  was  impossi- 
ble that  such  a  letter  as  nobody  could  write  but  your- 
self,  as  could  only  flow  from  your  head  and  your  heart, 
could  faîl  to  excite  a  gênerai  interest  in  yourself  and 
your  happy  family.  It  was  translated  for  me  by  two 
ladies,  who  feel  as  you  and  I  do  on  the  subject  of  our 
common  pursuits,  in  a  style  of  élégant  and  beautifril 
simplicity,  congenial  to  the  author  and  his  subject.  It 
does  justice,  as  far  as  can  be  done,  to  the  original,  and 
cannot  be  discovered  as  a  translation  even  by  the  ablest 
critics.  This  translation  has  been  circulated  among 
those  who  are  deemed  worthy  of  so  high  a  treat,  and 
has  every  where  been  received  with  the  utmost  admi- 
ration. What  a  pity  is  it  that  we  cannot  hope  for  a 
visit  from  you  in  England  !  Thousands  hère  would  be 
happy  to  reçoive  you  into  their  bosoms.  It  would  be  a 
peculiar  satisfaction  to  me  if  I  could  hope  to  meet  wîth 
you  again,  and  communicate  with  you  on  our  mutual 
proceedings.  The  latest  édition  of  my  Instructions, 
which  the  bearer  will  présent  to  you,  will  inform  you 
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of  much  I  should  say.     I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  exp^- 
riments  made  in  the  Barrington  school^  which  school 
you  will  see  spoken  of  in  my  book.     Let  me  particu- 
larly  notice  that  we  begin  with  the  written  letters  and 
a  current  hand.     The  pupil  has  a  tutor  for  himself  of 
his  fellows,  till  he  can  unité  every  consonant  to  every 
vowel,  and  every  vowel  to  every  consonant  ;  he  then 
proceeds  to  the  spelling-book,  and  by  copying  the  same 
lessons  from  the  printed  characters  into  the  written,  the 
former  are  leamed  insensibly  and  without  a  minute's 
loss  of  time. 

P.  S. — Miss  Shepherd  will  présent  you  with  a  spé- 
cimen of  our  initiatory  books. 


Dr  Bell  to  Mrs  Williamê. 

Hereford,  2^th  April  1818. 

My  dear  Madam, 

I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  ail  yoiu*  good- 
ness.  I  bave  delayed  my  acknowledgments  for  your 
late  very  obliging  communication  till  I  could  in- 
form  you  whether  I  should  be  able  to  avail  myself  of 
your  kind  intentions.  Unhappily  I  can  only  now 
express  my  grievous  disappointment  and  severe  morti- 
fication. I  must^  at  présent,  leave  the  foregoing  copy 
of  my  letter  to  his  Grâce  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
to  speak  for  me.  A  cruel  necessity,  and  imperious 
law,  you  see,  precludes  me  from  the  highest  object  of 
my  ambition — the  honour  of  attending  on  her  Majesty 
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the  Queen,  on  an  occasion  so  deeply  interesting  to  my 
feelîngs,  and  so  momentous  to  tbe  cause  to  which  I  am 
devoted.  I  should  bave  hoped^  also,  to  hâve  had  an 
opportunîty  of  making  my  obeisance  to  tbeir  Royal 
Higbnesses  tbe  Princesses  Âugusta  and  Elizaheth,  to 
whom  I  sbould  bave  offered  niy  prayers,  as  I  now  do, 
previously  to  ber  departure  from  England,  wbicb  I 
cannot  tbink  of  witbout  being  affected,  and  boping  tbat 
ber  absence  will  be  temporary. 

I  can  Write  no  more  at  présent  tban  tbat  I  sball  be 
happy  to  bear  from  you  soon,  wben  I  sball  speak  on 
tbe  subject  of  our  common  pursuits  at  large.  I  am,  my 
dear  Madam,  witb  sincère  regard,  your  most  fiiitbful 
friend^ 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham. 

Hereford,  9th  May  1818. 

My  Lord, 

Ridley  succeeds  and  proceeds  beyond  ail  example. 
Observe  bis  willing  report  ;  bow  complète,  bow  fuU  of 
facts,  bow  instructive  !  Compare  it  witb  otber  reports  ; 
but  tbere  is  no  comparison.  One  reason  possibly 
may  be,  tbat  be  is  désirons  of  monçy — ^wbicb  be  may 
want  for  bis  future  views  in  the  cburcb  ;  and  be 
Works  for  bimself — for  bis  own  profit — and  not  solely, 
as  most  National  masters  do,  for  tbat  of  otbers.  He 
will  be  tbe  first  tbat  will  do  ample  bonour  to  your  lord- 
sbip,  justice  to  your  munificence,  and  fiiU  crédit  to  tbe 
Barrington  scbool.      Your  lordsbip  will,  perbaps,  be 
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pleased  to  say  one  word  to  Iiim — *'  Go  on  and  proep^r 
more  and  more^  as  the  means  are  more  and  more  in 
your  hands^  as  jour  ministers  (teachers)  increase  in 
numbers,  knowledge,  ability,  and  zeal." 

Ridley  will  be  first.  Let  us  hope  Wilson  may  be 
second.  If  we  had  begun  at  Bishop's-Auckland,  as 
Ridley  bas  done  at  St  Andrews^  we  should  bave  done 
at  once  wbat  Père  Girard  is  doing  in  Switzerland 
— spread  over  oxxr  provinces,  as  be  is  spreading  over  the 
cantons,  tbe  new  System  among  tbe  bigber  as  well  as 
the  lower  orders  of  children  and  departments  of  lite- 
rature. 

New  your  lordship  gives  me  tbe  power  and  the 
means,  I  can  sit  at  my  desk  bere^  and  do  more  for  the 
Barrington  scbool  tbancould  bedone  before  by  tbe  utmost 
exertions  and  toil,  wben  not  seconded.  Compare  what 
is  doing  in  the  Grammar  scbool  bere  witb  wbat  is  not 
yet  begun  in  tbe  Grammar  scbool  where  I  made  so 
many  eflfbrts  to  introduce  tbe  Madras  System. 

If  your  lordship  will  recommend  Wilson  as  a  good 
and  deserving  monitor^  I  will  most  gladly  recommend 
him  to  tbe  Dean  of  Westminster.  My  real  opinion  is, 
leave  Wilmont  at  Westminster,  and  send  Wilson  to  bis 
friends  of  the  old  scbool  at  Bisbop's-Auckland,  and  both 
scbools  are  ruined.  Take  it  as  it  now  may  be,  and  both 
are  made;  but  tben  to  ensure  success  both  masters 
must  work  for  tbemselves  as  well  as  for  us. 

Wben  I  am  told  what  Wilmont  reçoives  at  West- 
minster^ and  what  Nicholson  received  on  accomit  of  the 
Barrington  scbool,  I  will  bumbly  offer  my  project  for 
our  scbool. 

In  like  manner  I  shall  désire  to  know  what  Wilson's 
etipend  and  émoluments  are  at  Darlington  ;  and  then 
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briefly  submit  to  tbe  Dean  of  Westminster  my  schéma 
for  bis  scbool.  AU  will  dépend  upon  tbe  allowances 
being  made  as  usual  to  incompetency^  inactivity^  and 
neglect,  or  being  made^  as  is  so  unnsual,  tbe  reward  of 
ability,  exertion,  and  success.  I  would  tberefore^  wben 
duly  informed,  set  aside  or  keep  back  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty  guineas  a-year,  to  be  given  as  earned^  weekiy, 
montbly,  quarterly,  or  annually,  to  tbe  master;  so  tbat 
if  he  succeed  completely,  he  will  enjoy  tbe  fiill  salary 
proposed  by  tbe  dean.  Tbis  will,  in  gênerai,  ensure 
success,  if  tbe  allowance  be  made  witb  impartiality, 
discrétion,  and  understanding;  wben  otberwise,  failure 
only  could  be  expected.  A  man  will  be  at  pains  to 
inform  bimself,  and  to  act  up  to  wbat  be  knows,  wben 
Bucb  an  object  is  before  bis  eyes  in  ail  be  does.  If  tbe 
master  at  first  be  not  entirely  equal  to  bis  task,  be  will 
soon  become  so  ;  and  meanwbile  bis  deficiency  may  be 
supplied  by  allotting  part  of  bis  extra  allowance  to  able 
and  energetic  monitors  or  teacbers,  who  sball  act  wber- 
ever  it  is  necessary,  and  exécute  wbatever  falls  short. 

In  tbe  event  of  ail  tbis  meeting  witb  your  lordship's 
approbation,  I  would  bave  Wilson  ordered  immediately 
to  tbe  Westminster  scbool,  and  be  there  a  week  witb 
Wilmont,  who  then  sbould  set  ont  for  tbe  Barringlon 
scbool.  If  tbis  could  be  so  arranged  tbat  Wilson  could 
be  in  London  on  Monday  tbe  18tb,  or  even  Monday 
tbe  25tb,  witb  such  an  object  before  me  I  would  try 
bard  to  attend  them,  point  out  tbe  errors  of  our  best 
National  scbools,  and  show  wbat  is  wanting. 

The  accompanying  letters  will  inform  your  lordship 
of  Wilson's  pretensions.  If  I  remember  rigbtly  he  was 
a  promising  youth;  and  if  be  be  now  as  bis  testimo- 
nials  bear,  tbe  rest,  under  good  management,  will  fol- 
low  of  course. 
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I  beg  my  respects  to  the  dean^  whose  letter  I  shall  an- 
swer  as  soon  as  I  havo  materials.  In  the  mean  time  your 
lordship  will  perhaps  act,  and  if  you  know  of  no  wor- 
thier  candidate  order  Wilson  up.  May  the  Barrington 
school  yield  those  fruits  in  the  south  which  it  bas  done 
in  the  north,  at  St  Andrews  ! 

I  hâve  thus  far  employed  my  amanuensis^  to  sare 
your  lordship  the  trouble  of  deciphering  my  hand-wrî- 
ting 

Nine  d'clock  at  night — I  hâve  to  acknowledge  your 
favour  of  yesterday.  As  to  Wilmont,  it  is  of  no  con- 
séquence^ I  am  persuaded,  how  bis  stipend  is  settled. 
He  is  equally  conscientious  and  obedient.  I  will  either 
come  to  bim  in  London^  or  he  must  corne  to  me  in  bis 
way  to  Auckland.  Ail  June  and  July  are  assigned  to 
me  by  the  dean  and  chapter  for  my  annual  résidence. 
The  misfortune  is^  that  there  is  hère  no  canon-residen- 
tiary  but  one^  who  is  in  a  very  bad  state  of  healtb^  and 
confined  to  his  bouse;  but  if,  by  any  means^  there 
should  be  a  possibility  of  effecting  my  escape,  I  will 
either  attend  or  foUow  Wilmont  to  Auckland.  If  your 
lordship  write  to  Wilson,  be  so  good  as  let  me  know. 


Dr  BeU  to  Mr  mimant. 

Hereford,  lOth  May  1818. 
Nine  o*clock,  a.  m. 

Dear  Wilmont, 

I  hâve  this  moment  your  letter  of  yesterday.    I 
congratulate  you  on  your  preferment.      You  judge 
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rîghtly  when  you  propose  *'  to  prove  your  gratitude  " 
for  the  honourable  and  eligible  appointment,  so  hand- 
somely  conferred  on  you  by  the  bishop,  "  by  dischar- 
ging  your  duties  at  Auckland  to  his  lordship's  satisfac- 
tion." I  know  of  no  situation  which  I  think  so  suitable 
to  you — to  your  habits  and  disposition;  and  I  trust  that 
you  will  show  yourself  not  unequal  to  the  oflSce,  nor 
unworthy  of  the  illustrions  patronage  under  which  you 
are  placed.  What  I  recommend  to  a  favourite  pupil  is, 
to  learn  gradually  to  cast  off  his  severity  of  manners, 
and  to  become  the  parent,  the  friend,  and  the  corn- 
panion  of  the  family  of  the  Barrîngton  school.  But 
of  this  when  we  meet.  .  .  Mention  also,  whether 
you  hâve  made  any  progress  in  the  Latin  language, 
and  in  correcting  your  asperity  of  manners,  and  in  this 
respect  Johnsonizing  yourself. 


Dr  Bell  to  P.  Mudie,  Esq.^  M.D. 

September  181  S. 

I  thank  you  for  your  list  of  âges.  It  is  quite  satis- 
factory.  At  a  future  period,  when  Mr  Moncur  bas  the 
initiation  of  his  scholars  into  the  Latin  grammar  in  his 
own  hands,  it  will  be  still  more  astonishing  to  those 
who  are  not  intimately  familiar  with  the  powerful  ma- 
chinery  of  the  new  school.  We  shall  see  his  boys  who 
bave  been  three  months  at  school,  showing  an  acquaint- 
ance  with  the  inflection  of  nouns  and  verbs,  which  we 
were  not  wont  to  attain  in  three  years,  if  ever  we  did, 
at  Bchool.    I  hope  Mr  Moncur  does  not  go  through  ail 
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the  rules  of  syntax^  or  in  the  order  of  Ruddîmaii's  Ru- 
diments.    If,  then^  he  foUows  a  methodical  and  scien- 
tîfic  order^  and  illustrâtes  each  rule  bj  examples  as  he 
goes  along,  without  evcr  anticipating  a  future  rule,  I 
saw  enough  of  Mr  Moncur's  school  to  be  conyinoed 
that  he  must  greatly  excel;  so  that  I  was  fully  prepared 
to  hear  of  his  superiority  over  those  who  were  not  so 
well  acquainted  with^  or  did  not  so  well  exécute,  the 
method  of  the  new  school.    Mr  Russell  has  essentially 
improved  his  school.       The  Charter-house,   and  his 
scholars,  hâve  greatly  distinguîshed  themselves  by  their 
pre-eminence  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge.    But  let  none 
of  us  think  we  hâve  done  ail  that  can  be  done  in  so  novel 
an  attempt.     Mr  Meneur  is  too  able  ever  to  run  into 
the  common  error  of  thinking,  with  those  vrho  know 
no  better,  that  the  point  has  been  gained  to  stop  short 
till  he  is  fully  informed  of  ail  that  can  be  done.     It  is 
enough  for  him,  that  nobody  has  ever  done  more  with 
80  little  assistance,  and  that  he  has  surpassed  our  most 
sanguine  expectations. 

I  hâve  no  appréhension  as  to  the  success  of  your 
schools,  or  in  regard  to  school-rooms,  at  no  distant 
period,  if  Meneur  and  Ridley  continue  in  their  ex- 
ertions,  and  those  improvements  which  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded  are  yet  open  to  them  in  the  détails. 


,  Eêq.j  to  Dr  Bell. 

Hereford,  6th  Nov.  1818. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  accept  with  pleasure  your  obliging  invitation  for 
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the  lOth  ;  I  shall  hâve  an  opportunity  of  conversîng  wîtli 
you  in  the  mean  time,  on  the  subject  of  the  llth  and 
12th. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  you  a  mat- 
ter  on  which  we  hâve  thought  and  talked  much  in  this 
family. 

I  hâve  never  seen  any  where  a  portrait  of  the  great 
reformer  of  British  éducation.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
on  the  âge  we  Kve  in,  which  posterity  would  not  fail  to 
throw  upon  us,  if  they  were  deprived  of  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  a  représentation  of  the  man  who  ought 
to  be  exhibited  among  those  worthies, 

^  qui  Titam  ezcolaere  per  artes, 
Quique  soi  memores  alioa  fecere  merendo." 

The  existing  génération  is  however,  I  am  sure,  by 
no  means  indiffèrent  on  this  point,  and  no  persons  are 
less  so  than  the  inhabitants  of 

You  will  not,  I  trust,  ungraciously  refuse  the  press- 
ing request  of  a  circle  of  young  women. 

It  luckily  happons  that  there  is  an  artist  at  Here- 
ford  very  fortunate  in  taking  likenesses,  and  rather 
quick  in  his  mode  of  painting. 

I  shall  consider  it  as  a  great  honour  and  faveur  if 
you  will  permit  me  to  employ  him  on  this  occasion.  If 
he  succeeds,  I  hope  you  will  hâve  no  objection  to  let 
me  hâve  the  picture  engraved,  by  which  means  the 
public  in  gênerai,  and  your  friends  in  particular,  will 
reçoive  a  gratification  which  must  be  universally 
desired,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  by  the  whole 
civilized  world. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  sin- 
cerity,  your  obliged  friend  and  obedient  servant* 
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Dr  Beïl  to  Mrs  Williams. 

Hereford,  1818. 

My  dear  Madam, 

I  cannot  let  this  day  pass  without  offering  my 
lowly  and  humble  gratulations  to  our  gracîous  and  good 
Queen  on  the  marriage  of  our  most  amiable  and  ac- 
complished  princess.  May  she  long  enjoy  that  happU 
ness  whîch  she  is  eminently  fitted  to  bestow  and  to 
receive  !  If  this  event  should  carry  her  more  from 
this  country  than  we  could  wish^  for  the  sake  of  her 
great  example  and  good  deeds,  the  prayers  and  bless- 
ings  of  ail  the  better  part  of  the  kingdom  will  accom- 
pany  her,  wherever  she  goes. 

I  hâve  to  thank  you  for  your  excellent  essay,  which, 
amidst  occupations    that    engross   me,   I   hâve   read 
wîth  great  satisfaction  and  delîght.     Your  plan  is  en- 
tirely  congenial  to  my  feelings.     Industry,  îndustry, 
îndustry — employment,  emplojonent,  employment — is 
what,  on  every  account,  is  wanted  for  the  poor  !     But 
you  must  not  flatter  yourself  with  the  expectation  of 
législative  enactments.     The  good  king,  who  was  cer- 
tainly  the  wisest  as  well  as  the  best  man  in  his  domi- 
nions, could  and  did  tell  how  délicate  a  point  it  was  for 
the  législature  to  interfère  with  the  course  of  industry. 
I  say  this  not  to  discourage  you,  but  to  prompt  you  to 
continued  exertion,  trusting  to  your  own  energy  and 
your  own  resources,  and  the  illustrions  patronage  which 
you  enjoy,  to  see  the  diffusion  of  your  benevolent  plana 
for  the  public  employment  of  the  poor. 
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Br  Bell  to  W.  Wilberforce^  Esq.,  M.  P. 

Kesi?ick,  Jan.  22,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, 

If  I  do  not  deceive  myself,  you  will  pardon  the 
liberty  which  I  take  in  presenting  the  accompanying 
papers.     To  your  disposai  I  submit  them. 

The  eflTect  produced  by  opening  a  Madras  grammar 
school  in  my  native  city,  under  the  présent  master,  Mr 
Meneur,  is  not  a  little  gratifying  to  me.  Nor  is  it  less 
grateful  to  my  mind  to  observe  the  effects  produced  in 
an  English  school  there,  opened  by  a  youthful  monîtor 
well  trained  in  the  Barrington  school,  who,  not  a  year 
before  the  date  of  this  letter,  had  begun  with  five 
scholars,  now  raised  to  between  one  and  two  hundred 
— far  more  than  hîs  school-room  conveniently  holds. 

Nor  is  it  less  deserving  of  notice,  that,  in  a  short  visit 
to  Switzerland  about  two  and  a  half  years  ago,  I  was 
enabled  to  do  more  for  the  schools  of  the  higher  (as 
well  as  the  lower)  orders  there,  than  in  this  country  I 
hâve  been  able  to  effect  in  the  space  of  twenty-two 
years.  But  it  was  done  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Père  Girard,  a  friar  of  the  order  of  St  Francis,  who  is 
purely  actuated  by  the  love  of  God,  of  goodness,  and 
of  truth. 

Our  country,  still  slumbering  as  I  think,  requires  to 
be  roused  to  a  just  sensé  of  the  debt  due  to  its  noble 
and  ingénions  youth,  as  well  as  to  their  poorer  brethren. 
— I  am,  dear  sir,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 
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fV.  Wilberforce,  Egq^  to  Dr  BeU. 

London,  Jau.  25,  1819. 

My  dear  Sir, 

You  do  me  no  more  than  justice,  in  believing  that 
any  communication  from  you  would  be  acceptable  to 
me.  My  eyes  are  in  such  a  state  that  I  am  forced  to 
try  an  expédient  for  writing  without  them;  but  though 
the  mode  is  so  unfavourabie,  I  should  be  tempted  to 
enlarge  on  topics  which  your  remarks  abnost  force 
from  me.  But  it  occurs  to  me  that  you  will  pro- 
bably  hâve  left  Keswick  before  this  reaches  you,  and 
to  throw  away  this  laborious  effort  would  be  sad 
work.  If  this  does  find  you  at  Keswick,  of  course 
you  will  see  Mr  Southey.  May  I  beg  you  to  tell  him 
of  the  complaint  in  my  eyes,  with  my  friendly  remem- 
brance  to  him  and  ail  his  family  ?  And  now,  my  dear  sir, 
I  beg  you  to  believe  me,  with  ail  the  respect  so  justly 
due  to  one  whom  Providence  bas  rendered  the  instru- 
ment of  such  extensive  usefulness,  my  dear  sir,  very 
sincerely  yours. 

P. S. — Of  course  I  shall  bave  your  enclosure  read 
to  me  without  delay.  Alas,  alas  I  how  the  perverse- 
ness  of  men  in  yours  and  in  Jenner's  instance  renders 
our  liberty  in  this  country  the  cause  of  our  suffering. 
But  we  are  on  our  progress,  and  you  will  Uve,  I  trust, 
to  see  a  rich  harvest  hère,  as  well  as  elsewhere. 
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Dr  Bell  to  Mr  James  fVilmotiL 

Keswîck,  24th  JaD.  1819. 
•  •  •  •  •  • 

As  to  yourself,  I  pray  you,  above  ail  and  before 
ail,  to  attend  to  your  own  health,  and  take  daily  and 
due  exercise  out  of  doors. 

What  you  call  mild  and  gentle  in  yourself,  erery  one 
who  ever  visited  your  school  in  Ireland  or  in  England, 
call  harshness  and  severity.  Dr  Carey,  the  late  Speaker, 
(your  friends,)  as  well  as  others,  spoke  to  me  again  and 
again  with  great  concern  ;  and,  on  this  account  alone, 
many  considered  other  schools  greatly  superior  to 
yours.  Your  school  will  never  obtain  high  praise  till 
you  begin  again.  It  is  by  rules,  and  not  by  scolding, 
that  ail  must  be  done  ;  and  nothing  can  ever  fuUy  suc- 
ceed,  but  the  utmost  kindness  of  expression  and  man- 
ner,  and  the  utmûst  firmness  in  action.  Put  down  the 
monitors,  and  ail  masters  who  transgress  or  fail,  in  a 
day-:book  for  my  inspection  when  I  corne.  I  am  deter- 
mined  to  stay,  if  possible,  till  I  can  practically  get  you 
in  the  right  way^  and  the  monitors.  It  is  not  Johnson 
only  who  is  kind  and  firin,  but  Bamford  also,  and  almost 
every  good  master  whom  I  know,  It  is  *'my  dear 
boys,"  "  my  good  boys."  Let  them  see  that  you  love 
them,  and  they  will  love  you,  and  do  from  love  what 
fear  can  never  effect. 

Be  gentle — be  gentle — be  gentle  !  Put  culprits  down 
in  the  day-book.  AUow  no  talking  to  your  training- 
master  but  when  you  and  he  walk  for  exercise,  except 
in  a  corner  to  yourself  only.     It  will  ruin  your  moni* 

VOL.  m.  2  Q 


610  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

torS;  and  him  too^  to  allow  them  and  him  to  be  talking 
instead  of  acting. 

No  master  bas  the  adyantages  you  hâve.  Your  im- 
petuous  temper  is  the  one  sin  that  besets  you,  and  the 
one  thing  needful  is  temper  and  kindness  of  manner. 

I  know  well  how  conscientious  you  are.  Stîll  the 
bishop  and  his  firiends,  as  well  as  yours,  require  more 
than  this.     They  must  hâve  good  success. 

Be  patient:  persévère  in  a  mild  and  firm  way,  wrît- 
ing  down  whatever  is  wrong  in  a  day-book,  and  ail 
will  be  well.  At  least,  it  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  it  be 
not.     Your  affectionate  friend. 


M.  Timueffto  the  Rev.  W.  Johnson. 

Yrerdon,  May  25,  1819. 

Dear  Sir^ 

Your  désire  is  to  know  in  what  Mr  Pestalozzi's  Sys- 
tem really  consists.  I  take  willingly  this  charge  upon  me^ 
but  it  may  surpass  my  strength.  In  every  case^  I  hope 
to  be  excused  by  firiendly  acceptation  of  my  immature 
judgments. 

Man  comes  ont  of  the  bosom  of  nature  as  an  indivU 
dual  being — that  is,  he  brings  into  the  world  only  as 
much  as  nature  bas  given  him.  There  is  no  means  to 
increase  the  faculties  of  any  individual,  consequently 
every  assistance  of  benevolence  for  this  end  would  be 
in  vain.  AU  what  is  given  by  nature  is  envdoped 
in  the  germ  ;  and  hère  the  aid  of  man  is  necessary  for 
the  chÛd,  while  thèse  germs  can  and  must  be  dere- 
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loped.  This  care  about  the  development  of  natural 
gifts  îs  éducation.  Education  must  take  place,  for  the 
child's  first  huraan  right  is  to  be  educated  ;  and  those 
amongst  whom  he  grows  havo  a  holy  sacred  obligation 
to  educate  him.  The  nature  itself  déclares  it  in  the 
relations  between  the  parents  and  their  children.  Man 
can  only  be  made  man — what  he  must  he. 

The  aim  of  éducation  is  the  préparation  of  the  child 
for  his  destination.  But  what  is  he  destined  for  ?  This 
question  till  lately  was  very  partially  resolved.  Now 
only  say — The  man  must  be  educated  for  himself^for 
Society j  and  for  the  church  ;  or,  in  the  words  of  the 
Rev.  Dr  Bell — *^  Education  must  make  good  men, 
good  subjects,  good  Christians.^*  Now,  I  say,  ail  are 
agreed  that  this  is  the  aim  of  éducation  ;  but  means  are 
necessary  to  attain  it.  Hère,  dear  friend,  is  to  be 
found  the  most  beautiful  and  interesting  prospect  of 
varions  attempts,  various  ways,  and  varions  consé- 
quences. But  only  one  way  is  true;  the  rest  are  more 
or  less  false.  Nobody  can  deny  that  ihere  is  not  any 
perfect  System  of  éducation  practised  in  the  world. 
It  is  easy  to  conçoive  where  this  imperfection  cornes 
from.  The  éducation  can  be  perfect  as  far  as  we  fol- 
low  the  course  nature  points  out.  The  science  of  hu- 
man  nature,  so  great  is  it  that  it  may  even  be  called 
the  knowledge  ofthe  world,  is  far  from  its  perfection, 
and  consequently  the  éducation  ako.  Our  duty  îs  to 
look  for  the  best,  and  when  it  seems  to  be  found,  to 
follow  it. 

Dear  friend,  we  cannot  examine  ail  existing  Systems 
of  éducation,  and  consider  them  from  their  various 
aides,  aims,  attempts,  and  conséquences  ;  the  narrow 
space  of  a  letter  does  not  permit  it  ;  and  as  your  inte-. 
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rest  is  more  immediatelj  dlrected  to  a  certain  exîsting 
System^  Mr  Pestalozzi's^  I  take  directly  this  method  of 
éducation^  and,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  permits,  I  will 
show  you  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded. 
The  followîng  three  questions  being  resolved  can  give 
ns  a  gênerai  vîew  of  the  System,  (a)  what  Mr  Pes- 
talozzi  déclares  to  be  the  destination  of  man  ?  (b^  how 
he  considers  human  nature  ?  and  (c)  lyhat  means  he 
employs  for  attaining  the  end  ? 

(a)  The  destination  of  man  upon  the  earth  is  self- 
perfection.  Hère  are  included  ail  the  faculties  of  man 
which  must  be  developed,  and  to  that  degree  of 
strength  which  is  prescribed  by  nature  in  the  earthly 
existence.  For  the  complète  and  perfect  develop- 
ment  of  nature,  man  is  destined  to  trust  to  a  future 
life.  On  this  point  our  vénérable  "  Pestalozzi  "  puts 
aside  aU  the  demmistrations  of  reason,  and,  guîded 
only  by  love,  leans  ail  the  hopes  of  man  upon^t^A. 

(ft)  Man  is  a  power  in  existence,  and  such  a  one  is 
by  nature  brought  forth,  and  wiU  be  developed.  The 
whole  task  of  éducation  can  only  be  to  support  nature 
in  her  internai  workings  ;  and  put  out  of  the  way 
the  impedimenta  that  hinder  the  formation  of  this 
power.  One  and  the  same  power  in  man  actually 
shows  itself  in  three  dififerent  points  of  view: — The 
heart^  the  mind,  and  the  fiand.  Hère  is  to  be  under- 
stood  the  strength  of  the  body.  Thèse  three  powers 
of  a  child  must  be  assisted  in  the  development  by  man, 
and  this  is  the  end  of  our  éducation.  "  I  believe,"  says 
Pestalozzi,  '^  that  the  last  end  of  man's  éducation  is  to 
ennoble  his  heart  by  means  of  faith  and  love,  to  form 
his  mind  by  thinking,  and  to  display  his  professional 
power  by  actions  that  are  useful.     One  power  must 
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not  takc  the  prépondérance  of  another,  but  ail  together 
mast  be  developed  harmoniously.  The  éducation 
must  bring  into  equilibrium  the  heart,  the  head,  and 
the  hand,  though  the  first  is  the  central  mover  of  the 
whole  :  only  that  éducation  îs  the  true  and  reasonable 
one  which  develops  the  man  in  the  whole  trinityofhis 
nature. 

In  the  family  circle,  such  a  development,  best  of  ail, 
can  take  place;  but  at  the  présent  time  the  schools 
are  the  only  means  for  the  purpose,  while  the  family 
Hfe  is  far  from  that  perfection  in  which  a  proper  éduca- 
tion could  be  given  to  the  child.  If  it  was  not  so  as 
it  is,  but  so  as  one  could  désire — éducation  in  the  family 
lîfe  could  produce  for  the  children  ail  what  we  look 
for,  through  the  family  relations.  Nature  points  out 
the  means  for  every  éducation.  The  tender  love  and 
pure^eïA,  animating  ail  members  of  a  family,  give  us 
a  most  excellent  opportunity  to  observe  and  to  imitate 
the  means  nature  employs  for  the  development.  But 
the  tîrae  of  such  a  pure  and  exeraplary  family  life  is 
not  yet  come.  Till  that  is  the  case  we  are  in  want  of 
schools.  Now,  you  see,  if  the  school  must  properly 
be  called  the  house  of  éducation,  it  must  be  a  perfect 
image  ofpure  natural  relations.  By  that  the  holy 
obligations  of  father  or  mother  lie  upon  the  teacher  or 
upon  the  mistress  ;  and  if  they  feel  the  importance  of 
their  duty,  as  father  and  mother  to  their  children,  then 
nature,  by  the  voice  of  the  heart,  will  tell  them  what 
they  must  be  to  their  scholars  ;  and  the  scholars,  by 
the  same  voice  of  nature,  will  be  called  out  to  be  that 
for  their  instructors  what  they  must  and  can  be.  Re- 
ciprocal  love  andfaith  are  the  mover  8^  if  one  desires 
to  ohtain  a  true  éducation. 
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Mr  Pestalozzl's  whole  life  and  whole  labours  hâve  been 
sacrificed  for  elementary  éducation  ;  and  he  lias  found 
one  very  easy  and  very  applicable  for  ail  classes  of 
Society,  because  lie  understands  perfectly  well  that  ele- 
mentary éducation  is  equal  for  ail,  if  they  will  consider 
ail  members  of  society  not  only  as  physical,  but  also  as 
spiritual  beings.  Every  one  in  society  bas  a  rîght  to 
be  educated.  Humanity,  society  itself,  and  the  church 
want  educated  men,  as  parents,  as  friends,  and  as 
Cliristians.  Nature  has  not  distributed  talents  ac-^ 
cording  to  classes^  ranksy  or  titles  qf  society.  Ail 
tbose  nominal  merits  of  individuals  for  elementary  édu- 
cation are  indiffèrent  wLile  it  goes,  and  must  go,  by  the 
trace  of  nature. 

The  teaching  of  reading,  writing,  and  ciphering  was, 
and  perhaps  is,  called  elementary  éducation.     But  Mr 
Pestalozzi  means  tosaybyhis  elementary  éducation  more, 
incomparably  more —  Ciphering  is  the  mechanical  ex- 
ercise with  the  signs  of  number  ;  writing  is  the  art  to 
trace  the  signs.     Reading  signifies  either  pronouncing 
the  sounds  of  sîgns,  or  understanding  the  signifying  of 
things.     There  are  really  schools  where  only  the  me- 
chanical  exercises   are   practised;    there  are   schools 
where  the  fruit  of  reading  is  the  charge  of  memory  : 
at  length  there  are  schools  where  the  reading  of  signs 
is  at  one  time  the  reading  the  signifying  of  things. 
But  tliis  last  class  of  schools  is  not  numerous  ;  for  to 
read  and  understand  supposes  a  proper  éducation,  or 
the  development  of  the  power.     To  this  class  belongs 
MrPestalozzi's System;  andasour  interest  is  immediately 
directed  upon  this  System,  therefore  I  will  pay  atten- 
tion particularly  to  it,  and  leave  the  others.     Hère  will 
folio w — Ist,  the  principles,  which  are  to  be  obscrved  in 
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Pestalozzi's  Elementary  Education  ;  and,  2d,  how  he 
doGS  begin  and  finish  his  elementarj  éducation. 

Ist,  First  principle;  give  the  things  before  the 
signs.  You  will  agrée  with  me,  if  you  will  look  into  an 
immense  number  of  schools  dispersed  in  Europe,  that 
this  principle  is  very  rare,  though  it  is  most  important. 
The  further  explanation  can  be  well  understood  out  of 
No.  2. 

Second  principle.  AU  our  first  ideas  and  affections 
în  the  âge  of  childhood,  which  is  the  âge  of  prepon- 
derating  sensuality,  are  conveyed  to  us  by  the  way  of 
the  sensés.  Sensual  impressions  of  cxterior  objects  are 
the  first  nourishment  of  our  soûls.  Thèse  impressions 
of  our  sensés  brought  to  a  hving  interior  in  tuition, 
and  frequently  compared  with  the  objects,  give  birth 
toour  first  abstract  ideas;  further  by  comparing,  sepa- 
rating,  and  combining  of  them,  we  pass  to  the^i^g-- 
ments,  firom  which  lastly  our  mind  rises  by  the  same 
opérations  to  conclusions.  This  last  step,  or  the  step 
of  conclusions,  is  founded  mediately  on  the  firsU 
and  consequently  the  perfection  of  conclusions  dé- 
pends on  the  perfection  of  instruction.  Therefore  the 
leading  principle  ofMrPestalozzi's  systemis —  Themore 
exact  intuitive  impressions  you  can  convey  to  the 
mind  hy  the  way  ofthe  sensés,  the  more  perfect  will 
the  understanding  be. 

Third  principle.  Nature,  in  ail  her  ways,  seems  to 
hâve  such  a  perfect  progression,  that  the  first  is  imme- 
diately  foUowed  by  the  second,  and  not  by  the  third. 
One  never  saw  the  fruits  before  the  flowers.  This  march 
of  nature  was  the  type  for  Mr  Pestalozzi  in  his  pro- 
ceedings.  Upon  it  he  bas  founded  the  third  principle 
of  graduality,  that  is — The  child  must  be  led  from 
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simple  ideas  to  more  complicated;  from  one  simple 
comhination  to  the  next  more  intricate. 

The  fourth  princîple.  The  elementary  éducation  of 
MrPestalozzi  îs  dîrected  immediately  tothedevelopment 
of  the  power  of  human  nature.  One  beautiful  obser- 
vation whîcb  Mr  Pestalozzi  bas  made,  following  always 
the  step  of  nature,  is,  that  the  power  develops  by  the 
actîvity  of  itself.  Consequently  we  must  provide  the 
opportunity  to  it  to  be  active  ;  conduct,  support,  and 
secure  the  power  in  self-de^yelopment.  Hère  Mr  Pes- 
talozzi  puts  the  fourth  principle — Let  the  child  be 
active  by  himself,  secure  him^om  the  faults^  and 
only  hint  to  him  tchat  he  is  to  do. 

Upon  this  princîple  îs  founded  bis  System  of  inven- 
tion, by  which  the  objective  intuition,  being  cultîvated 
by  means  of  combiniog  or  separating,  appears  as  a 
reproduction  of  our  représentative  powers.  This  prin- 
ciple of  invention  leads  to  some  exercises  most  impor- 
tant in  éducation.  The  invented  figure,  which  bas 
cost  already  a  great  deal  of  activity  of  the  mind,  must 
be  designed,  and  this  drawing  of  the  figure  naturally 
exercises  the  eye  and  the  hand  together.  The  same 
figure  must  be  explained  in  words,  and  this  explana- 
tion  exercises  the  organ  of  speech.  Ail  that  exacdy 
executed,  gîves  a  perfect  idea  about  whatever  object 
the  child  bas  been  eraployed  :  perfect,  exact,  complète 
ideas  are  the  solid  foundations  for  judgments  and  con- 
clusions. 

Thèse  are  the  raost  important  principles. 

2d,  Every  power  goes  progressively  to  its  perfec- 
tion. If  wg  suppose  the  power  enveloped  in  the  genn, 
then  the  beginning  of  the  exciting  means  must  be  as 
simple  as  possible.     Also  the  éléments  must  be  taken 
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for  every  commencement.  Thèse  éléments  must  be  of 
Buch  a  nature,  that  they  could  develop  and  direct  our 
power  io  and  through  every  science.  Actually  the 
most  difficult  point  îs  to  find  siich  éléments,  and  there 
is  no  possibility  for  them  who  lack  a  profound  know- 
ledge  of  human  nature.  Heaven  bas  blessed  one  of 
our  great  contemporaries  witb  tbis  deep  penetrating 
eye;  and  we,  admirers  of  bis  genius,  must  draw  a  profit 
from  tbese  blessings  for  tbe  benefit  of  mankind.  Before 
I  begin,  I  must  request  you  to  examine  into  my  expia- 
nation  of  M r  Pestalozzi's  Eléments  witbout  a  preju- 
diced  mind. 

The  éléments  of  Mr  Pestalozzi's  System  are — ^form, 
number,  and  language. 

Form — The  child  in  the  first  moment  of  bis  exist- 
ence sees  the  world  without  any  distinction  of  its 
objects.  The  cause  of  it  is,  that  the  sensés  are  not  yet 
strengthened  to  support  the  impressions  of  objects.  The 
sight  is  the  first  sensé  which  is  to  be  developed,  and 
the  first  production  of  its  development  is  the  distinc- 
tion of  forms.  By  the  forms  only  he  distinguishes  one 
object  from  the  other.  Now  every  form  can  be  reduced 
to  its  élément,  and  this  élément  is  a  Une.  Hère  is 
the  parting  point  in  Pestalozzi's  System  of  elementary 
éducation.  By  graduai  combinations  of  straight  and 
curved  Unes  he  leads  the  child  to  the  analysing  of  every 
form:  by  invention  of  forms  the  child  exercises  bis 
reproductive  intuition.  The  judgment  and  conclusion 
hâve  their  occupation  and  fortifying  means  in  the  same 
relation  of  forms.  This  entirely  pure  exercise  puts  the 
power  in  the  greatest  degree  of  activity.  Further,  the 
form  is  considered  as  a  dimennon,  (in  the  éléments  of 
geometiy.)   Hcre  already  the  intuitioa  is  put  aside,  and 


618  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

ail  goes  through  judgment  and  conclusion  ;  only  from 
time  to  time  the  intuition  cornes  to  the  aid  of  reasoning. 

Numher. — The  élément  of  every  number  is  a  unit  ; 
and  every  number  is  composed  of  units.  This  réduc- 
tion of  every  number  to  units  must  be  supposed  before 
the  child  comes  to  ciphering,  Therefore,  the  calcula^ 
tion  hy  head  (calcul  de  tête)  précèdes,  in  Mr  Pesta- 
lozzi's  System,  the  ciphering.  The  child  from  the  unit 
goes  through  the  whole  of  arithmetic,  (which  is  ar- 
ranged  upon  pédagogie  principles,)  calculating  by  head. 
Then  he  comes  to  the  signs,  and  upon  the  slate  or 
paper  exécutes  what  he  has  done  already  in  the 
head  : — ^You  can  put  the  question,  Why  such  a  prépa- 
ration ?  I  hâve  told  already,  that  Mr  Pestalozzi  gives 
first  the  thing,  and  afterwards  the  sîgn  of  it.  The  cal- 
culating by  head  is  the  reasonable  analysing  of  the 
number  ;  and  ail  the  rules  of  arithmetic  by  means  of 
this  analysing  become  intelligible  for  the  child.  How 
fer  it  is  useful  for  the  development,  you  can  understand 
very  easily,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  mathemati* 
cal  sciences. 

Language. — Speech  is  not  only  the  production  of 
very  artificial  organs,  but  the  fruit  of  our  thinking  spirit  ; 
for  the  speech  is  only  the  conséquence  of  our  clear 
ideas,  which  are  sîttributes  of  man  exclusively.  Now, 
how  far  is  speech  useful  for  the  development  of,  if 
only  one  means,  at  least  one  of  the  most  important  and 
powerful  ?  Though  the  mind,  it  may  be  said,  develops 
itself,  still  it  takes  a  certain  bent  and  form,  accordîng 
to  the  objects  presented  to  it  as  the  materials  of  its 
development.  The  mind  reçoives  the  objects  by  means 
of  the  sensés,  and  therefore  the  sensés  develop  them- 
selves  before  any  thing  else.     Impressions  frequently 
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repeated  engrave  themselves  on  our  mînd,  and  remain 
lasting^  so  that  we  are  enabled  to  represent  the  image 
of  them  whenever  we  please.     In  order  to  secure  thèse 
représentations  of  images  in  ourselves,  we  want  a  means; 
which,  however,  is  entirely  in  the  power  of  our  organs. 
This  means  is  sound^  to  which  we  join  a  certain  modi- 
fication ;  and  when  the  sound  is  given  them,  the  soûl 
brings  forth   of  itself  corresponding   représentations. 
This  mutual  excitement  of  représentation  and  sonnd, 
of  Sound  and  représentation,  is  the  language.     Also 
the  language  is  an  existing  means  of  our  représenta- 
tions, and  is  the  power  to  make  out  of  subjective — ^some- 
what  objective.     Subject  as  individual  is  always  some- 
what  interior  ;  nothing  can  act  upon  it  but  somewhat 
exterior;  and  when  one  subject  must  act  upon  the 
other,  it  is  necessary  that  the  acting  subject  rest  itself 
with  somewhat  objective,     The  spirit  (says  one  péda- 
gogue) cannot  act  upon  spirit,  for  it  is  not  within  the 
conditions  of  time  and  space.     In  this  respect  the  lan- 
guage is  a  subject  vested  with  somewhat  objective,  or 
having  a  material  form,  which  is  the  sound.     Hère  it 
is  clear  what  the  language  signifies  for  the  develop- 
ment.     It  is  the  only  means  of  Connecting  one  indivi- 
dual with  another.     Consequently  the  language  is  a 
conductor  of  the  light  from  one  man  to  another. 

N.B. — Grammatical  and  logical  order  is  the  cha- 
racter  of  thèse  exercises.  The  nomination  of  objects, 
and  complète  composition,  is  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  them. 

New,  dear  friend,  we  hâve  seen  the  opinion  of  Mr 
Pestalozzi  of  the  destination  of  man,  of  the  human  na- 
ture ;  we  hâve  seen  the  principles  and  the  éléments  of 
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instruction  ;  and  we  can  tell  that  he  never  lost  sight  of 
nature^  and  goes  always  witli  it  step  by  step.  The 
merit  of  his  System  is,  that  it  is  founded  upon  the 
nature  of  man^  and  not  upon  his  circumstances.  The 
last  tendency  is  to  develop  the  child  for  a  reason- 
able  existence  in  love  and  faith,  to  make  hîm  the 
friend  of  ail  human  beings^  happy  in  himself^  useful  to 
Society,  and  a  true  member  of  the  church.  Y  ou  see, 
dear  friend,  that  the  last  tendency  is  the  same  what 
the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  supposes  ;  but  the  means  to  attain  it 
are  very  différent. 

Excuse  me  for  the  many  moments  that  I  hâve  de- 
prived  you  by  my  long  letter  of  your  precious  time. 
Take  it  as  remarks  of  my  observations.  Your  expéri- 
ence and  solid  judgment  can  point  out  my  faults,  and 
I  will  be  glad  to  accept  your  counsels.  Farewell — 
Remember  me  to  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell,  and  do  not  forget 
your  for  ever 

M.  TiMCEFF. 


My  dear  Sir, 


Dr  Bell  to  P.  Mudie^  Esq.^  M.D. 

Sherburn  House,  Durham,  26th  July  1819. 


I  am  désirons  of  making  a  trial  for  one  year,  if  it 
meet  with  your  approbation,  of  a  scheme  which  appears 
to  me  fitted  to  add  somewhat  to  the  masters'  income, 
in  the  most  délicate  manner,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
extend  the  usefulness  of  the  schools.    With  your  leave, 
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I  would  propose  to  put  into  each  of  the  schoolR,  at  a 
reduced  quarterly  payment,  as  many  scholars  as,  at 
this  rate,  would  amount  to  £10  a-year.  If  the  mas  ter 
will  agrée  to  receive  them  at  half  price  on  a  trial  of  one 
year  from  next  vacation,  I  will  pension  them  at  that 
rate. 

I  consider  that  this  scheme  will  add  to  the  number 
of  the  scholars,  without  adding  to  the  labour  of  the 
master;  and  perhaps  it  may  also  be  the  means  of 
obtaining,  with  greater  facility,  a  permanent  order  of 
good  teachers.  In  the  sélection  of  bursars  to  Ridley's 
school,  there  can  be  no  difficulty.  Among  them  will, 
of  course,  be  included  those  scholars  for  whom  I  already 
pay. 

The  sélection  of  proper  bursars  for  Mr  Moncur's  school 
does  not  appear  to  me  quite  so  simple.  It  is  by  no 
means  my  wish  to  introduce  into  the  Grammar  school, 
any  children  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  to  the  poor 
in  gênerai  a  grammatical  éducation.  I  would  hâve  no 
pensioners  of  this  order  who  hâve  not  distinguished 
themselves  greatly  in  Ridley*s  school,  or  hâve  some 
claim  from  their  own  talents  and  merits,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  their  parents  ;  but  if  there  be  any  candidates 
whose  parents  can  afford  to  pay  one-balf  of  the  fées 
and  no  more,  it  may  deserve  considération  whether,  on 
my  paying  the  other  half,  they  might  not  be  received, 
if  possessed  of  the  grand  recommendations  which  I 
think  should  guide  our  choice — talent,  capacity,  and 
good  behaviour. 

In  conferring  thèse  appointments,  if  your  committee 
enter  into  my  views,  the  opinion  and  recommendation 
of  the  masters  will  of  course  be  asked.  But  of  ail  this 
I  consider  you  on  the  spot  as  far  better  judges  than  I 
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can  be  ;  and  I  beg  your  opînion  and  advîce.  You  see 
that  I  do  not  intend  that  the  pensioners  shoiild  be  on 
the  same  permanent  footing  as  your  bursars.  Nor  do 
I  propose  this  schéma  but  as  an  experiment  for  one 
year.  My  first  purpose  was  to  mark  my  sensé  of  the 
distinguished  merits  of  the  masters  ;  but  it  occurred  to 
me^  on  reflection^  that  such  a  direction  might  be  given 
to  this  testimony  as  would  probably  be  most  acceptable 
to  them,  and  most  bénéficiai  to  the  common  weaL  If 
I  am  mistaken  in  this  view  of  the  matter^  let  me  know  ; 
and  also  be  so  good  as  point  out  any  arrangement  which 
may  be  thought  préférable 


Presbyter  ofthe  Church  ofEngland  to  Dr  Bell. 

August  16,  1819. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  letter,  by  the 
request  of  a  very  amiable  and  pious  lady  who  wishes 
to  interest  you,  as  a  person  of  celebrity  and  public 
estimation,  in  behalf  of  our  young  men  at  public  schools, 
who,  with  some  very  few  exceptions,  are  contracting 
habits  of  idleness,  sensuality,  and  dissipation  ;  and,  in- 
stead  of  improving  their  mental  powers  and  pursuing 
useful  learning,  which,  under  God,  would  quaUfy  them 
for  the  due  performance  of  the  pecuUar  duties  of  their 
respective  stations  and  professions  in  after  life,  merelj 
acquire  the  faculty  of  deciding  on  the  comparative 
excellence  of  teas,  cqffèes,  wines,  biscuits,  é^c.  ^c.    I 
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am  conscious  that  I  am  taking  a  great  liberty  în  thus 
addressing  you  ;  but  I  trust  that  the  importance  of  the 
Bubject  will,  in  some  measure^  plead  my  excuse.  I  am 
credibly  informed^  sir,  that  at  Eton  the  scholastic  dis- 
cipline is  particularly  lax  :  that  such  young  men  as  are 
dîsposed  to  be  idle  may  be  so  wîth  impunity  ;  while  a 
few  ingénions  youths,  with  some  others  of  splendid 
talents^  maintain^  in  the  opinion  of  the  community  at 
large,  the  respectability  of  the  institution.  Will  you, 
sir,  permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  exa- 
mining  some  of  the  youths  known  to  yourself  who  are 
placed  at  a  public  school,  and  report  to  their  parents 
the  resuit  of  that  examination,  in  order  that  many 
amiable  and  improvable  minds  may  be  preserved  or 
rescued  from  the  baneful  effects  of  sensuality  and  igno- 
rance ?  If  you  could  be  induced  to  engage  în  this  very 
necessary  undertaking  I  feel  assured  that  you  would, 
by  effecting  a  salutary  change  in  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing  at  such  seminaries,  confer  another  most  material 
benefit  upon  our  native  land,  and  merit  still  more  the 
gratefîil  acknowledgments  of  ourselves  and  our  posteri- 
ty,  perhaps  to  the  latest  génération.  I  hope  that  you 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  my  assertion,  that  no 
other  motive  than  a  désire  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
my  country,  and  fellow-creatures,  impels  me  to  draw 
your  attention  to  this  subject,  which  I  cannot  help  con- 
sidering  as  of  great  importance,  especially  as  many 
youths  educated  at  such  schools  are  designed  for  the 
nenate,  the  church,  and  the  bar,  in  either  of  which 
departments  surely  some  better  knowledge,  some  deep- 
er  learning  is  requisite,  than  that  which  may  détermine 
the  qualities  of  soups,  satures,  teas,  wines,  ^c.  S^c.  !  ! 
You  hâve  proved  yourself  a  friend  to  the  human  race 
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by  your  endeavours  (for  the  most  part  happîly  success- 
ful)  to  enable  persons  of  the  lowest  rank  to  émerge 
from  the  darkness  of  that  ignorance  by  which  both  they 
and  theûr  forefathers  were  overwhelmed  ;  pray,  sir,  take 
pity  also  upon  those  who,  if  their  minds  were  improyed 
according  to  their  opportunities  of  improvement,  and 
according  to  their  capacities,  would  probably  be,  under 
Divine  Providence,  instrumental  in  perpetuating  the 
prosperity  and  glory  of  our  beloved  Britain.  But  ver- 
hum  sot  sapienti;  I  will,  therefore,  hasten  to  conclude, 
intreating  you  once  more  to  accept  my  apology  for  the 
trouble  I  occasion,  and  to  believe  me,  sir,  (in  behalf  of 
my  poor  fellow  subjects,)  your  obliged  and  faithiul 
servant, 

"  A  Peesbyter/* 


The  Rev.  Edward  Bailler  to  Dr  BelL 

Meole  Brace,  Salop,  20th  October  1819. 

We  did  not  want  a  new  System  to  teach  the  few 
who  will  learn  in  spite  of  the  obstructions  thrown  in 
their  way  by  any  System.  However,  we  did  want  a 
System  which  should  find  ont  the  means  of  fully  occu- 
pying  such  geniuses,  and  you  hâve  provided  us  with  it. 
«  .  .  .  Pestalozzi  îs,  I  dare  say,  a  wise  and  good 
man  ;  but  he  seems  to  hâve  invented  nothing.  Pro- 
bably a  father  educating  his  own  children  might  d&- 
rive  many  useful  hints  from  him  ;  but,  if  I  under- 
stand  the  little  I  bave  seen  of  him,  whilst  you  by  your 
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nevr  power  enable  one  man  of  sensé  to  educate  500 
children^  he  will  require  about  a  score  of  philosophera 
to  educate  100.  What  he  does  in  the  way  of  teaching 
he  does  exactlj  as  you  do  by  means  of  the  ^'  Assiduous 
Exactor,"  always  at  his  pupil's  elbow  ;  but  you  hâve 
shown  us  how  to  croate  th^e  ezactors  by  self-tuitîoa; 
but  if  we  are  to  folio w  him  we  must  import  them  aO» 
from  whence  I  know  not.  A  Madras  school  may  be 
established  by  one  compétent  person  any  where  ;  and 
to  common-place  people  it  will  appear  no  small  recom- 
mendation  of  a  plan^  that  the  exécution  of  it  is  alwajs 
practicable 


Dr  Bell  to  Sir  Thomas  BarreU  Lermardj  Bart. 

Castle  HoH  Hastings,  Januaiy  lu»  1620. 

My  dear  Sir  Barrette 

In  the  early  part  of  this  year  I  beg  to  présent 
my  best  wishes  to  yourself^  Lady  and  Miss  Lehnard^ 
and  ail  the  family,  not  forgetting  my  friend  Julia. 

As  so  many  acquaintances  of  early  life  drop  off  thé 
stage^  I  am  more  and  more  happy  in  clinging  to  thé 
friendship  of  a  patron^  who^  much  younger  than  myself, 
vouchsafed  to  distinguish  me  as  a  member  of  his  acade- 
mical  coterie.  It  is  interesting  and  curions  to  contenir 
plate^  as  you  do»  our  différent  progress  through  life.  You, 
to  adopt  your  simile,  remain  like  the  oaks  of  your  estate, 
rooted  and  unmoved  by  storms  and  tempests^  surround- 
ed  by  your  happy  famîly,  and  evcry  élégance  and  com- 
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fort  which  thîs  world  affords — not  only  happy  yourself^ 
but  making  those  around  you  happy.  I,  on  the  other 
hand^  at  a  more  advanced  âge»  and  after  nnexampled 
and  astônishing  success^  which  even  your  early  par- 
tiality  and  favour  could  not  hâve  anticipated — I  am 
.'still  as  I  ever  hâve  been^  and  more  perhaps  than  ever, 
^wing  to  the  élévation  to  which  I  hâve  been  raised, 
tossed  about  by  the  winds  and  waves  on  a  ^^  sea  of         « 

I  am  retired  hère  (and  remaining  for  the  présent  at         .^ 
this  hotel^  though  I  hâte  ail  inns^  because  I  hâve  it  en-  1 

tirely  to  myself  at  this  season)  for  the  sake  of  the  cli-  i 

mate^  to  try  to  recruit^  if  it  be  not  too  late  in  life,  and  « 

to  study  and  prosecute  the  publications  to  which  I  am 
pledged,  where  I  can  in  some  degree  be  master  of  my-  i 

self  and  of  my  time. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  business  of  your  letter,  which 
cannot  but  deeply  interest  me.  If  the  ensuing  élec- 
tion were  a  matter  of  interest,  and  I  were  to  take  an 
ostensible  part  in  it^  I  should  act  on  this  occasion  as  I  ^) 
hâve  ever  done  at  another  élection  when  the  name 
of  Lennard  bas  been  brought  forward,  and  give  a  con- 
tinued  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which  I  hold  your 
character  and  friendship  ;  but  in  the  présent  instance^ 
in  which  the  welfare  of  présent  and  future  générations 
is  deeply  involved,  it  is  not  interest — ^it  is  character 
and  qualifications  which  cân  alone  influence  the  choice^ 
if^  as  a  public  body  and  chartered  incorporation  we  be, 
as  we  ought  to  be,  not  refarmers  only,  but  re/ormed. 
.  In  this  point  of  view  I  am  not  a  little  pleased  to  observe 
,that  Miss  ■■  can  produce  such  powerful  daims — 
high  respectability,  character,  tried  and  proved  success 
in  the  art  of  instruction.    This  being  the  case^  you 
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will  perhaps  allow  me  to  siiggest  what  appears  to  me 
most  eligible  to  be  done  to  forward  her  claim.  It  îs^ 
that  you  take  the  trouble  to  write  to  the  Rev.  Dr 
WaUnsley,  secretary,  &c.,  a  letter  which  may  be  com- 
municated  to  the  school  committee^  stating,  as  you 
bave  done  to  me^  the  superior  qualifications  of  Miss 
for  the  superintendence  of  a  great  national  insti- 
tution^ in  a  style  which  you  know  so  well  how  to  exé- 
cute, not  as  if  you  were  asking,  but  as  if  you  were 
conferring,  a  faveur. 

For  my  part,  I  will  make  Miss 's  claims  in  your 

words  known  to  a  member  of  that  committee  who 
will  take  a  principal  part  in  that  élection,  and  who, 
from  his  rank,  his  acknowledged  ability,  integrity,  and 
disinterested  interest  in  the  afiairs  of  the  school  and 
the  Society,  bas  great  weîght 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Rev.  W.  Johnson. 

Sherborn  Hotue,  September  27, 1820. 

My  dear  Sir, 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  hear  of  the  improvement 
of  the  boys'  school.  I  do  not  know  what  blâme  others 
may  impute  to  you  for  the  measures  which  you  are  now 
taking  ;  but  if  any  blâme  should  be  imputed  by  me,  it 
is  that  you  had  not  done  it  before,  not  that  you  hare 
now  done  it.  There  never  bas  been  a  time  in  which 
you  were  not  in  possession  of  a  Tom  Wyer.  The  whole 
trouble  is  in  selecting  and  looking  after  him  ;  and  this 
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îs  nothing^  or  next  to  nothing^  compared  with  the  mis* 
.chief  and  trouble  arising  from  the  neglect  in  doing  so. 
Five  Tom  Wyers  will  cost  no  more  than  one  traînîng- 
master,  and  their  services  are  worth  fifty  times  as 
much.  You  hâve  at  last  adopted  what  I  liaYe  alwajs 
urged.  Stick  to  it  and  foUow  it  up  ;  and  in  tîme  jou 
wUl  hear  me  say  that  your  school  is  ail  perfection. 
Every  year,  month^  and  day,  it  will  be  progressive.  No 
more  retrogressions  and  fallings  ofF.  He  may  occar- 
sionally  put  any  class  in  order  for.you^  and  find  a  pro- 

per  teacher  for  it If  this  measure  be 

duly  foUovred  up,  your  task  will,  in  no  long  time^ 
become  a  play.  You  will  only  bave  to  see  daiiy  that 
the  work  is  done^  and  that  no  neglect  takes  place. 


Dr  Bell  to  J.  Blackburnj  Esq. 

Sherbam  House,  October  23, 1820. 

Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee  for  erecting  a  public  monument  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  late  Rev.  Frédéric  Iremonger,  of 
which  I  had  not  heard  before.  In  conséquence  I  take 
the  liberty  to  offer  to  you,  as  chairman  of  that  committee, 
my  humble  thanks  for  the  good  work  in  which  you  are 
engaged.  I  hâve  peculiar  reasons  to  regard  and  respect 
his  memory.  Several  years  préviens  to  the  existence 
of  the  National  society,  I  was  favoured  with  a  visit  from 
him  on  the  subject  of  Madras  schools  ;  and  he  after- 
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wards  wrote  to  me,  that  lie  was  in  two  weeks  able 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  pu* 
pils  of  hîs  Sunday  schools,  of.  which  he  had  before 
for  two  years  remained  in  almost  entîre  ignorance,  or 
in  words  to  that  effect.  Of  the  rest  it  is  needless  for 
me  to  speak  my  feeble  praise. 

By  his  untimely  death  the  church  has  lost  a  faithful 
and  valuable  minister,  the  Madras  System  an  early  and 
zealous  advocate,  and  national  éducation  an  able  and 
indefatigable  promoter. 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  subscription  of  ten  pounds. 
The  reason  for  this  limitation  you  will  be  at  no  loss  to 
comprehend 


My  dear  Sir, 


R.  Southeyj  Esq.y  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswick,  26th  March  1821. 


I  can  form  no  conception  of  a  better  man  than  Mr 
Watts — of  one  whose  feelings  and  opinions  were  more 
nniformly  what  they  ought  to  hâve  been.  I  never 
knew  80  much  thorough  prudence  united  with  such 
perfect  goodness.  A  madman,  but  of  great  genius,  cast 
my  nativity  once,  and  pronounced  that  I  had  '^  a 
gloomy  capability  of  walking  through  désolation."  Mr 
Watts  possessed  something  much  more  extraordinary, 
and  much  more  désirable — a  capability  of  mingling 
with  the  world,  engaging  in  its  pursuits,  carrying  on 
its  business,  partaking  its  pleasures,  and  enjoying  itp 
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favours,  and  preserving  his  beart  the  while  unstained 
and  unhardenedy  and  the  strength  of  his  religions 
feeiings  unabated 


Wnu  Sorrell,  Li€ta.'Govemor  of  Fan  DiemerCs  Land  ta 
fVm.  Kermode^  Esq. 

GoTemment  House,  Hobart  Town,  X5th  Sept  1821. 

Dear  Su*, 

As  you  hâve  expressed  an  inclination  to  take  the 
native  Diemenese^  Oeorge,  to  Ëngland,  in  which  dis- 
position of  him  I  most  readily  concur^  it  will  be  well 
to  tell  you  his  bistory. 

About  two  years  ago^  tbîs  boy  and  one  mucb  younger 
were  found  in  the  woods  above  New  Norfolk,  being  at 
the  time,  as  it  appeared,  abandoned  by  their  parents, 
probably  in  conséquence  of  a  sudden  interception  from 
the  appearance  of  the  settlers'  servants  who  discovered 
them.  They  were  both  brought  to  Hobart  Town,  and 
this  boy  bas  since  remained  under  my  care  ;  the  other 
died  of  a  bowel  complaint,  having  been  placed  at  nurse 
in  the  country. 

The  boy  who  now  goes  into  your  care  was  christened 
Oeorge  Van  Diemen,  and  bas  since  been  taught  his 
letters  and  his  prayers  ;  but  though  he  is  become  obe- 
dient  and  tractable,  and  is  weaned  firom  his  wandering 
habits,  and  is  even  tolerably  cleanly,  very  little  expan- 
sion of  intellect  is  yet  perceptible.  I  believe  also  that 
he  is  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  law  of  meum  and 
tuum,  and  would  not  take  any  thing  except  to  eut;  with 
respect  to  which  I  am  afraid  he  is  open  to  temptation. 
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I  believe  onlj  one  native  boy  from  this  island  bas  yet 
becQ  taken  borne;  and  as  the  experîment  of  înstructing 
and  civilizing  a  being  of  a  race  so  little  known  tnay 
attract  the  notice  of  some  persons  in  your  great^  libéral^ 
and  enligbtened  town^  I  am  very  bappy  of  this  occa- 
sion of  trying  it.  Should  my  expectations  in  that  re- 
spect be  realized^  you  would  of  course  feel  authorized 
to  leave  Oeorge,  on  your  retiirn  to  thîs  country,  in  any 
hands  tbat  you  may  consider  fit  to  insure  bis  good 
treatment  and  éducation  ;  and  be  would  of  course  be 
allowed  by  bis  Majesty's  Government  a  passage  back 
to  his  own  land,  when  be  approaches  or  arrives  at  man- 
bood.  If  things  take  a  différent  tum^  I  would  beg  of 
you  to  bring  George  back  with  you,  only  securing  him 
as  to  instruction,  religions  and  moral,  during  your  stay 
in  £ngland«    Believe  me,  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

William  Sobbell. 


My  dear  Sir, 


Dr  BeU  to  Wnu  CoUon,  Esq. 

Tonbridge  Wells,  26th  Oct  1821. 


I  oft  look  back  to  the  period  when  Mr  Davies, 
yourself,  and  otbers,  made  so  anxious  and  resolute  a 
struggle  to  establisb  a  Litdus  Literarius  at  your  owfi 
risk  and  expense  ;  and  I  reflect  with  entire  satisfaction 
that  your  object  wiD,  in  ail  probability,  be  far  better 
attained  by  means  of  Dr  Russell  and  Dr  Bond,  and 
such  men  as,  with  a  due  sensé  of  the  powers  of  the 
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new  organ  and  their  own  powers  to  wîeld  it,  corne  for- 
ward  to  the  task  of  their  own  accord.  Men  drawn 
forth  by  stated  salaries  might  bave  brougbt  witb  them 
préjudices,  and  been  déficient  in  zeal^  talents,  and  exer- 
tiens  ;  while  volunteers,  taking  the  risk  on  thernselves^ 
give  a  pledge  of  their  sentiments,  and  of  their  purpose^ 
irhich  can  scarcely  fâil  to  insure  success.     •     •     . 

Galculated  as  the  System  is  ^Ho  glve  a  new  character 
to  Society  at  large/'  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  fre- 
quendy  &ils  of  its  object,  because  it  is  in  gênerai  so  ill 
understood  and  wofully  executed.     •    .    • 


Dr  Bell  to  fVm.  Cottarij  Esq. 

Sherburn  House,  Durham,  28th  Nov.  1821. 

My  dear  Sh*, 

I  congratulate  you,  with  ail  my  heart,  on  the  res- 
toration  of  your  &ther's  health,  and  I  pray  God  that  he 
may  be  long  spared  to  his  family,  his  fiiends,  and  to  liis 
country,  which  bas  derîved  such  important  benefits 
from  his  talents  and  services.  While  you  are  following 
his  footsteps,  and  are  occupied  in  what  so  nearly  con- 
cems  the  public  good,  and  the  dearest  concerna  of  your 
friends,  I  cheerfiilly  accept  your  challenge,  and  will  be 
most  happy^  on  my  retum  to  town,  to  bave  intercourse 
with  you  on  the  momentous  subject  of  classical  schools. 
Your  judgment,  and  the  interest  which  you  take  in  the 
Luius  IMerariuSy  are  so  congenial  with  my  own,  that 
our  interviews  may  be  productive  of  some  good  fruits. 
HowloDg  is  it  since  you  and  Davies  stepped  forward  to 
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obtain  that  object,  which  Dr  Bond  has  now  put  înto  your 
hands  under  better  auspices  than  you  would  hâve 
obtained  through  any,  who  did  not  enter  into  the  cause 
con  amore,  and  with  a  deep  stake  of  his  own  in  the 
issue  ?  Expérience  in  practice  will  be  necessary  to  bring 
the  fruits  to  maturity.  It  is  gratifying  to  me  that  the 
only  scholastic  recommendation  which  Dr  Russell 
did  not  adopt  in  the  beginning,  is  now  introduced  înto 
his  school.  His  classes  are  no  longer  in  the  old  style^ 
Ist,  2d,  and  3d  division  of  the  Sd  class,  &c.,  but  are 
now  numbered  in  the  natural  order,  1,  2,  S,  to  21. 
This  is  indeed  a  matter  of  no  great  importance.  If  it 
had^  Russell  would  not  hâve  so  long  postponed  it  ;  but 
to  my  mind  the  simpUcity,  propriety,  and  distinctness 
of  the  numerical  nomenclature  should  supersede  thèse 
and  other  such  ùnmeaning  appellations. 

I  must  not,  however,  proceed  further  at  présent,  but 
come  to  the  unpleasant  task  which  your  letter  imposes 
on  me.  The  case  of  ,young  Wight  interests  me  far 
more  than  you  will  readily  imagine — so  much,  that  I 
tremble  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting  to  his 
mother  an  account  that  will  not  only  disappoint  her 
expectations  for  the  présent,  but  dash  to  pièces  ail 
hope  of  better  success  in  future — ^knowing  how  greatly 
it  will  disconcert  and  afflict  her,  her  son,  (who  has  set 
his  heart  on  pursuing  his  father's  career  in  India,)  her 
family,  and  friends.  I  am  much  grieved  that  I  made 
known  to  them  Mr  Cotton's  reply  to  my  late  appUcâ* 
tion,  as  it  led  them  to  stay  ail  further  proceedirigs,  and 
to  rely  on  a  cadetship  either  for  the  présent  or  next 
season.  I  cannot,  therefore,  forbear  presuming  on  your 
indulgence,  while  I  recall  to  mind  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  again  recommend  it  to  considération.     It 
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is  DOW  several  years  sinœ  Mr  Cotton  had  the  goodness 
to  promise  me  a  cadetship  for  a  yomig  fricDd,  but  was 
preveuted  from  fulfilliog  his  eogagement,  by  his  goîog 
eut  of  the  direction  in  rotation  at  that  time.  This  pro- 
mise he  recoUected  and  mentioned,  on  my  late  applica- 
tion in  iayour  of  young  Wight  ;  and  in  the  substitution 
of  his  name  for  the  other,  it  rendered  the  claim,  as  far 
as  I  was  concemedy  of  long  standing.  Unhappily, 
however,  the  shortness  in  the  number  of  appointments 
at  this  time  has  again  defeated  his  intention  and  my 
hopes.  If  you  knew  the  distress  which  this  resuit  giyes 
me^  I  am  sure  you  would  do  ail  in  your  power  to  urge 
my  daim.  It  would  fiilly  satisfy  my  firiends  if^  through 
Mr  Cotton  himself^  his^  or  your  friends^  an  appointment 
could  be  obtained  for  next  season.  Ail  who  know  me 
will  acquit  me  of  being  importunate  in  soliciting  fiEtrours; 
but  I  hold  the  présent  case  to  form  an  exception.  I 
commit  it  to  you^  satisfied  that  you  will  do  what  can 
be  doue  for  me 


,  Esq.y  to  Dr  Bell. 

London»  March  16f  18i3. 

Sir, 

The  self-love  of  the  indiyidual  who  takes  the 
liberty  of  addressing  you,  would  fain  persuade  him  that, 
in  ruminating  upon  the  subject  of  éducation^  he  has  hit 
upon  something  which^  notwithstanding  the  alleged 
perfection  to  which  éducation  is  aheady  brought,  may 
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be  regarded  as  a  valuable  improvement  in  the  art;  that 
is,  a  valuable  improvement  80  far  as  the  substantial 
happiness  of  mankind  (which,  fiurelj,  ought  to  be  the 
great  object  of  ail  éducation)  is  concemed. 

My  idea  is  as  foUows — to  inculcate  on  ail  youth,  du- 
ring  the  last  stages  of  their  éducation^  or  during  the  tew 
months  immediately  preceding  their  entrance  upon 
active  life— 

A  distnut  in  ail  they  read  and  hear  of  what  is  violent  or  nnmeasnred. 

of  what  is  g^tuitous. 
é..  ...  ...  of  what  is  UQcbari table. 

of  what  18  self-laadatory. 
of  what  is  inaidious. 

Each  rule  to  be  accompanied^  as  it  is  inculcated^  with 
illustrations  ;  or  the  pupils  to  be  required  to  iîirnish 
illustrations  from  the  language  or  sentiments  current 
among  themselves^  from  the  books  already  in  their 
hands»  from  the  public  joumals^  the  literature  of  the 
day^  &c. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  word  at  présent 
in  vindication  of  any  of  the  rules,  or  in  apology  for 
the  imperfectness  with  which  they  are  framed;  my 
sole  ôbject  at  this  moment  being  to  submit  them^ 
such  as  they  are^  to  the  notice  of  one  or  two  individuals 
of  enlarged  and  beneficent  minds^  and  most  respectfully 
to  solicit  of  them  a  line  at  their  leisure^  encouraging 
me  to  mature  my  scheme^  or  discouraging  me  from  it, 
according  to  their  views  of  its  practicability  and  pro- 
bable usefulness. 

Trusting,  sir,  that,  at  your  convenience,  I  shall  be 
favoured  with  some  reply  from  you,  I  subscribe  myself 
your  most  obedient,  and  (as  one  of  the  public)  your 
greatly  obliged  servant 
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The  Bev.  IL  W.  Bamfordto  Dr  Bell 

Sherbom  House,  12th  May  1822. 

Why,  révérend  and  dear  sir,  wîD  you  continue  to  dis- 
regard those  attentions  to  health  and  comfort  which  are 
necessary,  not  only  for  the  enjoyment  of  life,  but  also 
for  the  support  of  nature  ? 

How  often  must  the  tendemess  of  friendship,  the 
BoUcitude  of  révérence,  the  anxiety  of  gratitude,  be 
roused  and  alarmed  by  your  midnight  labours,  yoar 
continued  straining  and  harassing  of  body  and  mind  ? 
It  is  time — alas  !  it  îs  full  time— if  you  hâve  any  regard 
for  others,  or  any  natural  affection  for  yoursolf,  that  you 
should  check  your  boundless  zeaJ,  at  least  so  far  as  con- 
cems  a  considération  of  what  is  due  to  the  infirmities  of 
the  body,  You  hâve  set  the  noblest  ezample  of  disînte- 
rested  love  of  human  nature.  You  hâve  undergone  toils 
almost  incredible,  and  overcome  difficulties  regarded  as 
insurmountable,  in  the  cause  of  religion,  virtue,  and  uni- 
versal  happiness  ;  and  yet,  after  ail,  while  nature  has 
enabled  you,  as  out  of  a  providential  care,  thus  to  ex- 
tend  your  benevolent  views,  still  supporting  you  wîth 
her  partial  assistance,  you  heed  not  her  gentle  admoni- 
tions ;  but,  driven  forward  by  mental  ardour,  and  as  it 
were  by  a  divine  assurance,  you  make  your  frîends 
afraid  that  tbe  evil  day,  which  must  corne,  will  corne 
upon  you  with  sudden  and  resistless  violence.  Restrain 
then,  révérend  and  dear  sir,  your  grasping  powers, 
and  while  you  mildly  diffiise  the  results  of  your  expé- 
rience for  the  good  and  guidance  of  future  âges,  endea* 
vour  as  far  as  possible  to  perfonn  your  duty  to  your- 


CORRBSP  ONDENCE.  637 

self,  restîng  confident  that,  if  God  "  spare  you**  but  a 
little  yet,  he  will  prosper  your  handiwork 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyan. 

Sherburn  Hoiise,  17th  September  1822. 

My  dear  Lord, 

I  Write  as  often  as  I  hâve  any  thing  to  say,  and 
oftener  too. 

I  trust  my  visit  to  Keswîck  was  not  lest  to  the 
school,  though  some  part  of  it  was  almost  lost  to  my- 
self,  as  I  took  myself  to  exercise  on  horseback  more 
tlian  usual,  and  to  longer  rides,  tempted  by  the  grand 
and  beautifiJ  scenery,  and  by  an  interestîng  com- 
panion. 

Miss  Southey  presented  mç  with  tjie  enclo^ed  jeu 
(Te^prit,  on  an  understanding  that  it  was  not  to  go 
beyond  my  lord  and  his  family,  as  it  is  destined  on  a 
charitable  errand  which  must  not  be  anticipated.  I 
will,  however,  trust  Miss  Kenyon  to  copy  it,  to  be  read 
to  sélect  friends  only.  .  .  •  .  I  set  ont  on  Mon- 
day,  and  suppose  I  shall  take  lodgings  not  far  distant 
from  the  Abbey.  I  hâve  been  ten  days  hère,  and  hâve 
not  been  at  Durham,  and  do  not  mean  to  go  there, 
being  entirely  occupied  hère.  From  the  state  of  things, 
I  begin  to  doubt  whether  the  revenues  of  the  hospital 
will  defray  the  expenses.  Bamford  does  his  duty.  His 
management  is  admirable*  My  Sunday  school,  of  which 
I  defrayed  the  entire  expense  and  rewards,  I  found,  as 
I  had  expected  almost  from  the  beginnin^,  broken  up 
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on  account  of  changes  in  the  adjacent  parish^  and  among 
the  hinds'  children. 

The  hrethren  are^  ail  but  two^  of  my  appointaient, 
and  nothing  can  be  more  orderlj  and  comfortable  than 
they  are.  I  hâve  them  (]about  twenty}  twice  to  coffee 
and  tea.  I  forgot  to  mention  horse-races^  boat-races, 
wrestling,  running^  &c.^  at  Keswick  regatta^  as  haying 
occupied  the  greatest  part  of  two  days  on  the  lake^  on 
which  ail  was  seen  in  Southey's  boat^  with  Cambridge 
rowers,  himself  a  great  rower,  when  I  gave  proof  of 
my  dexterity 


Thi  Rev.  J L to  Dr  BelL 

Doncatter,  l5Ûk  March  1823. 

Rey.  and  dear  Sir^ 

•  ••••• 

I  bave  constantly  been  in  the  habit  of  organ- 
izing  Sunday^  and  in  some  instances^  day  schools.  I 
know  the  state  of  almost  every  school  in  the  West 
Riding,  apd  am  sorry  to  say  that,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
they  appear  to  be  languiahing.  I  lately  passed  through 
a  part  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  Nottingham,  and 
ont  of  curiosity,  not  unmixed  with  interest^  visited 

every  school  in  my  route.     At  I  got  a  peep 

into  ^*s  establishment,  where  ail  was  anarchj 

and  confusion  ;  and  it  is  lamentable  to  see  this  man, 
with  every  advantage  and  inducement,  sinking  into 
that  indolence  and  apathy  which  characterize  three- 
fourths  of  schoolmasters,  and  which,  I  confess  now  with 
shame,  I  myself  was  formerly  addicted  to.    There  is  a 
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well-conducted  school  at  Lincoln^  and  the  sub-dean 
seems  indefatigable.  I  went  into  one  on  the  borders 
of  Yorkshire^  consisting  of  200  children^  and  after 
walking  round  for  five  minutes^  I  beckoned  to  the 
master^  and  told  him  very  gravely  what  every  class 
was  doing,  pointed  out  where  they  were  wrong,  and 
made  several  observationB  on  his  bad  management^ 
which  surprised  him  greatly,  as  he  could  not  conceive 
how^  in  so  short  a  time^  I  had  acquired  my  informa* 
tion.  Being  nervous^  he  shook  excessively,  and  at 
length  emphatically  exclaimed^  "  Good  God,  sir!  Who 
are  you?"  "Not  Dr  Bell,  you  may  be  sure" — "  I 
never  saw  him/'  "  Then  you  are  a  relation  ?"  "  No,  I 
am  not  so  fortunate."  The  man  seemed  so  anxious 
and  wishful  to  leam,  that  I  regretted  not  having  time 
or  authority  to  interfère  with  him 


Sir  James  Langham  to  Dr  BelU 

Langham  Place,  April  14, 1823. 

My  dear  Sir, 

On  reading  the  latter  part  of  the  enclosed  intelli- 
gence from  China»  I  think  you  will  feel  half  disposed  to 
send  a  copy  of  your  Manual  of  Instructions,  with  your 
best  respects,  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 

I  think  the  Emperor  of  China  must  bave  written 
the  two  last  Unes  of  the  seventy-second  page  of  your 

Manual — 

{TranàhUd  fîrom  a  Pekxn  Cfaxette.) 

^  Hia  Mi^flat j  baa  also  examined  the  progreaa  made  by  hia  fourth  aon, 
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a  lad  ci  fourteen  yean  of  âge,  and  îs  mnch  dîsappotnted  to  find  hîm  quite 
nnable  to  trrUe  vertes,  The  Emperor  rememben  well  that  his  august 
&tfaer,  the  late  Emperor,  ezamined  him  when  he  was  ihîrteen  years  of 
âge,  on  wliîeh  oecanon  Tenes  were  daîljr  eompoeed  by  hîm.  His  Majeslj 
attribntes  tlie  présent  fiulnre  to  the  I^rince*8  hUors,  and  has  ordered  a 
complète  set  of  new  masten.** 


7%e  Rev.  Siewari  TayUyr  to  Dr  Bell. 

Liverpool,  July  22,  1823. 

Rev.  Sir, 

You  did  me  the  honour  of  întroducîng  yourself  to 
me  when  I  was^  a  few  years  ago^  at  the  Granby  hotel 
at  Harrowgate.  For  that  distinction^  which  I  shall  long 
remember,  I  am  most  thankfuL  In  addition  to  this 
circumstance^  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Mr  Bamford^  your 
chaplain^  to  whom  I  am  known,  and  hope  that  the 
subject  of  this  communication  will  complète  an  apology 
for  addressing  you. 

The  native  of  Van  Diemen's  Land^  to  whom  the  ac- 
companying  noteof  Lieutenant-Govemor  Sorrell  relates, 
is  under  the  excellent  care  of  my  admirable  firiend  Mrs 
General  Grose,  a  lady,  of  ail  whom  I  ever  knew,  best 
suited  in  wisdom  and  beneficence  to  superintend  and 
support  his  early  instruction.  The  boy  has  repaid  her 
care^  and  the  support  which  he  has  derived,  from  the 
bounty  of  herself  and  her  solicitation  exclusively,  by 
disclosing,  under  the  management  of  pious  tuition^  an 
intellect,  as  I  apprehend,  of  the  highest  order,  and  a 
disposition  eminently  amiable.  The  object  of  Mrs 
Grose — ^who  was,  in  the  original  British  establishment 
of  the  country,  Lndy  of  the  lieutenant-govemor — is  to 
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return  him  to  his  native  land,  wîth  such  establishment 
as  government  may  choose  to  bestow,  in  the  character 
of  a  civil  agricultural  settler,  with  such  habits  of  piety 
and  knowledge  of  Protestant  Christianity  as  may  be 
adapted  to  convert  his  race,  at  this  hour  vagrant,  un^ 
cultivated,  and  heathen. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  in  this  child  Providence  has 
afforded  a  glorious  hope,  and  that  he  may  be  the  happy 
instrument,  in  good  hands,  of  reclaiming  his  kindred, 
and  uniting  a  colony  to  its  mother  country  by  the  best 
of  bonds,  Christian  knowledge  and  Christian  good^ 
will. 

To  your  hands,  as  the  best  I  know,  I  hâve  advised 
my  good  friend  to  commit  him.  I  am  sure  that  you, 
your  methods,  and  your  friends,  are  the  best  of  which 
I  am  informed.  If  therefore  you  can  point  out  any 
means  by  which  he  may  be  continued  in  pursuit  of  the 
end  proposed,  which  is  obviously  the  best  fitted  to  the 
character  and  wants  of  his  countrymen  under  your 
view,  you  will,  in  addition  to  a  continuance  of  such 
supplies  as  my  friend  can  obtain  hère,  receive  the 
blessings  and  thanks  of  one  of  the  best  ornaments  of 
her  sex  and  country,  and,  I  fear  not,  the  great  recom- 
pense  of  a  large  harvest  of  religions  improvement. 

Waiting  your  reply,  and  ready  to  communicate  be- 
tween  you  and  Mrs  Grose  on  this  interesting  subject 
at  ail  times,  I  beg  to  sanction  this  application  with  her 
name,  and  to  subscribe  myself,  révérend  sir,  your  hum* 
ble  servant. 


VOL.  111.  2  s 
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Dr  Bell  to  the  Rev.  Stuart  Taylor. 

Sberburn  House,  25th  Julj  18*23. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hâve  to  acknowledge  your  letter  on  a  deeply 
interesting  subject;  but  one^  I  am  sony  to  9Slj,  entîrely 
beyond  my  reach.  You  will  readily  understaiid,  that 
the  nature  of  my  connexion  with  the  National  schools^ 
and  my  other  duties^  more  than  engross  ail  my  time^ 
and  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  tom  my  attention 
to  the  numerous  individual  casea,  however  important 
in  themselves,  which  are  referred  to  me.  But  if  I  could 
spare  time  to  write  about  or  look  after  Van  Diemen,  I 
should  be  utterly  at  a  loss  where  to  tum  myself.  In- 
deed  I  could  in  no  case  do  more  than  say,  that  my 
connexion  with  schools  is  entirely  confined  to  the  Na* 
tional  Society.  I  hâve  no  doubt  that  he  would  be 
admitted  gratis  to  whatever  éducation  is  given  at  the 
central  school  of  the  National  Society,  Baldwin's  Gar- 
dens,  (if  he  were  vï^ithin  reach  of  that  school,)  by  appli- 
cation to  the  Rev.  Dr  WaJmsley,  secretary. 

I  dare  say  too,  that  he  would  be  received  in  like 
manner  into  any  other  National  school  in  the  neîgh- 
bourhood  of  which  he  may  happen  to  be.  But  except 
the  boy  be  very  young,  there  is  hardly  any  of  thèse 
schools  which  he  could  attend  wîth  advantage  above  a 
few  months.  At  Liverpool  you  hâve  a  much  better 
chance  of  obtaining  information,  than  I  hâve  hère,  of 
any  institution  in  which  he  might  be  placed  for  his 
éducation.  At  ail  events,  the  boy  ought^  prevîously 
to  his  leaving  England,  to  go  through  the  classes  of  the 
Central  school,  Baldwin's  Gardons;  or  far  betier  if  it 
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could  be  done  at  the  Blue-coat  hospital,  Liverpool, 
whîch  possesses  peculiar  advantages  above  a  day  school. 
I  can  only  repeat  my  regret,  that  it  is  entîrely  out  of 
my  power  to  be  of  any  service  in  such  a  case,  however 
interesting  it  is. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lteut.'-Colonel  Bronm^  K.C.B.  ;  Dr  and  Mrs 
Chrayj  and  Family. 

Aug.  9, 1823. 
My  dearest  Friends, 

I  hâve  not  hîtherto  been  able  to  prevaîl  upon  my- 

self  to  break  in  upon  your  accumulated  griefs.     Nor 

should  I  yet,  perhaps,  bave  sought  to  mingle  my  tears 

with  yours,  if  I  had  not  a  duty  to  perform  which  must 

not  be  deferred. 

AVith  my  owa  heart  bleedîng  from  a  former  deep  and 
sore  wound,  and  pierced  and  rent  by  a  fresh  and  re- 
doubled  blow,  I  hâve  to  présent  the  sympathy  of  our 
good  and  noble  friend,  who  well  knew  the  inestim- 
able qualities  of  those  for  whom  we  mourn  and  wail. 
No  sorrows  but  your  own  can  surpass  mine.  From 
iheir  infancy  I  knew  the  lovely  sisters,  and  ever  felt 
towards  them  as  towards  the  most  beloved  and  afFec- 
tionate  friends,  and  more  than  friends,  gifted  by  nature, 
still  more  than  adorned  by  culture,  with  every  virtue 
and  every  grâce  becoming  their  sex. 

Overwhelmed  with  an  appalling  sensé  of  your  mani* 
fold  and  grievous  afflictions^  I  can  offer  no  consolations 
to  those  by  whom  the  sole  source  of  ail  consolation  is 
so  well  understood  and  felt.  In  the  înscrutable  ways 
of  Providence,  we  know  no  more  than  that  "ail  things 
work   together  for    good  to   them   that   love  God,'* 
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Those  who  are  gone  before,  and  united  nerer  more  io 
part,  may  we,  when  our  time  shall  corne,  joîn  where 
ail  grief  shall  cease  for  ever  ! 

It  was  my  earnest  entreaty  to  the  friend  of  whose 
letter  I  transmit  a  copy,  on  hia  sending  me  an  imme- 
diaite  notice  of  his  having  sustained  the  most  afflictîve 
loss  that  can  fall  to  man — a  loss  which  I  hâve  never 
ceased  bitterly  to  déplore—"  See  your  friends  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  then  gîve  access  to  your  acquaintances 
and  neighbours  ;  and,  above  ail,  give  yourself  as  before 
to  your  duties,  your  good  works,  and  constant  occupa- 
tion. This  is  the  most  grateAil  offering  to  the  mânes 
of  your  departed  saint/*  He  did  bo,  and  he  lives. 
What  he  did,  what  your  common  friend  wrote  to  him, 
he  writes  to  you — "See  your  friends,  receive  those  who 
call;  and  the  moment  you  can,  résume  your  wonted 
occupations  and  good  offices,  by  which  you  hâve  been 
distinguîshed,  honoured,  and  beloved,  by  aQ  whose  esti- 
mation is  of  any  value," 

May  Gfod  Almighty,  who  alone  can,  support,  con- 
sole, and  bless  you  ! 

May  I  request  to  hear  how  you  ail  are  ? — and  belîeve 
me  always,  my  dearest  friends,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  heartfelt  affection  and  regard. 


Mr  Farster  to  Dr  BtlL 
Bbe-Coat  Hospital,  Lirerpool,  14th  Âugmt  182S« 

Rev.  and  respected  Sir^ 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I  wish  particularly  to  direct  your  attention  to  the 
reports  of  the  Methodist  schools  :  they  adopt  the  Sys- 
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tem,  and  are  perhaps  as  perfect  as  other  schools. 
They  were  the  first  to  introduce  the  practice  of  each 
child  paying  one  penny  per  week  for  his  or  her 
éducation,  &c.  ;  and  you  will  perceive  that  they  are 
now  attempting  to  combine  labour  wîth  instruction,  in 
which  I  believe  they  hâve  succeeded  even  beyond  their 
expectations.  They  hâve  established  a  school  for  in- 
fants, and  hâve  engaged  persons  to  superintend  them 
at  play,  and  teach  them  to  chant  hymns.  In  short,  they 
spare  neithor  labour  nor  pains  in  their  undertakings. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  to  the  Bev.  Thomas  Baker ^  A.  M.  y  Rector  of 
Whitburriy  Chaplain  to  the  Honourahle  and  Riglit  Révérend 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham,  and  Secretary  to  the  Durham 
Diocesan  Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Farochial  Schools. 

Sherbum  House,  15th  Ang^st  1823. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  proceed  in  continua- 
tion of  my  answers  to  your  late  letters. 

In  reflecting  on  the  circumstances  of  the  récent 
scholastic  Visitation,  and  seeking  to  profit  by  every  in- 
cident in  my  course,  several  observations  présent  them- 
selves  which  seem  to  me  of  no  small  import,  and  fîtted 
to  throw  hght  upon  matters,  tlie  exposition  of  which 
may  not  only  forward  our  présent  undertaking  in  behalf 
of  the  schools  of  this  diocess,  but  also  redound  to  the 
benefit  of  national  schools  and  éducation  in  gênerai. 

The  great  inferiority  of  some  National  schools,  in 
comparison  with  others,  is  a  common  topic  of  complaint, 
to  which  our  attention  was  particularly  drawn  in  the 
examinations  on  our  late  tqur.     An  enquiry  into  the 
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T  ^/rr  ^^r  eveiïtually  aoMSktQ 

''■^£^'^'^'^^' ^/^^^^^  ^*  ^^^  sélection 

r%'^''''''''^^^^^       •  ^'^d  3-  ^^^  superintendence. 


snd  (^''Lt  and  fundamental  cause  of  tlie  inferiority 
^^i^r^to  the  master  independently  of  his  good  or  ill 


i-  ^^/i  remarked,  originates  m  the  constitution 
^^^^JSority  of  National  scliools,  which  assigns  a  fixed 


Access.  His  duty  and  interest  are  set  at  vanance,  as 
fg^  as  he  may  think  it  his  interest  to  spare  his  exertions, 
^hen  he  is  at  work  for  others  and  not  for  himself. 

To  hâve  prevented  this  error  ab  initioy  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  National  schools,  was,  and  ever  since  to 
correct  it  has  been,  my  uniform  and  earnest  endeavour. 
For  this  lies  at  the  root  of  the  evil.     Nothing  can  com- 
pensate  for  the' disregard  of  a  principle  or  motive  of 
action  which  is  rooted  in  the  nature  of  man,  and  mingles 
itself  with  ail  the  concerns  of  life,  as  manifested  in  the 
différence  observable  when  men  work  by  the  day  (or 
time) — ^and  by  the  pièce  (or  contract,)  &c.     No  one 
whose  heart  is  not  in  his  task,  who  is  not  in  earnest, 
can  succeed  in  the  business  of  éducation.     He  is  not  at 
pains  to  inform  himself,  and  lends  a  deaf  ear  to  instruc- 
tion ;  and,  if  ever  so  well  instructed,  fails  for  want  of 
energy.     Yet  it  has  been,  and  still  îs,  the  comoion 
practice  not  to  give  masters  an  immédiate  interest  îa 
their  schools,  without  which  it  is  in  vain  to  expect,  în 
gênerai,  the  same  uniform  and  undeviating  attention  to 
their  functions,  as  when  duty  and  profit  are  united,  any 
more  than  that  of  the  mechanic  to  his  work. 

The  obvions  remedy  of  this  carelessncss  and  négli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  master,  is,  by  rendering  hîs 
mcome  or  émoluments,  in  some  degree  at  least,  dé- 
pendent, in  one  shape  or  other,  on  his  good  or  ill  suc- 
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^^     cess,  so  as  to  bear  a  just  proportion  to  the  order^  beha- 

^       rioufy  and  progress  of  his  scholars^  or^  which  is  often 

js       the  same  thing,  to  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the 

^       numbers,  and  to  the  gênerai  attendance.    This  measure, 

ry       which  has  been  long  acted  upon  in  particular  schools^ 

,^       and  has  recentlj  been  partially  introduced  into  this 

diocess^  is  at  length  recommended  by  the  school  corn- 

mittee  of  the  National  Society,  but  there  has  not  yet 

been  time  for  its  gênerai  adoption. 

2.  On  the  sélection  and  training  of  masters,  I  need 
not  hère  speak  to  their  personal  qualities  and  talents  ; 
I  shall  only  observe  that  great  difficulties  raust  be  ex- 
pected  during  the  présent  âge.  It  is  no  easy  matter 
for  men  bred  in  the  old  school  to  shake  off  the  habits 
of  thinking  and  acting,  and  the  prejvdices  relative  to 
the  genius  and  disposition  o/children,  with  which  they 
are  surrounded,  and,  renouncing  much  of  what  they 
had  leamed  in  early  life,  to  qualify  themselves  for  a 
new  office,  by  becoming  as  little  children.  In  this  re- 
spect, the  new  school  wiil  not,  in  gênerai,  arrive  at 
maturity  till  the  magisterial  office  be  fiUed  by  persons 
who  bave  been  correctly  trained,  from  their  infancy,  on 
the  Madras  System.  Meantime,  to  make  the  best 
amends  we  can  for  this  defect,  our  utmost  efforts  should 
be  bent  to  the  sélection  and  training  of  schoolmasters. 

3.  The  last  cause  I  shall  hère  mention  of  the  in- 
equality  of  National  schools,  is  the  want  of  uniform  and 
efficient  superintendence — a  desideratum  also  difficult  to 
be  obtained  in  the  infancy  of  a  new  System  not  generally 
studied  or  understood.  To  supply,  in  some  measure, 
this  desideratum,  much  has  been  done  in  many  quar- 
ters,  and  especially  in  the  National  schools  of  this  diocess. 
It  must,  however,  be  confessed,  that  the  resuit  has  not, 
in  every  instance,  been  quitc  satisfactory. 
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Now,  to  apply  thèse  observations,  it  will  be  necessaiy 
brieflj  to  recapitulate  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  tbe 
case  on  which  we  Lave  to  act. 

While  we  contemplate  with  much  complacency  the 
gênerai  diffusion  of  éducation,  and  the  progressive  im- 
provement  of  our  Diocesan  schools,  it  is  our  duty  to 
remark  that,  in  point  of  practice,  most  of  them  are 
(hère  as  well  as  elsewhere)  susceptible  of  much  further 
improvement,  in  order  to  give  full  effect  to  that  System 
of  éducation,  which,  in  compétent  hands,  ^^affords'^  (as 
attested  by  the-  highest  authorities)  "  reîigious  ciUfure, 
with  every  bénéficiai  influence  on  the  minds  and  man-^ 
nerSy  the  habits  and  appearance  qf  children  :*' ^  and  is 
fitted  "  to  give  a  new  character  to  society  at  large.**  f 

Owing  to  one  or  more  of  the  above  or  other  causes, 
it  still  happons  that  varions  errors  and  imperfections,  in 
the  exécution  of  this  plan,  adhère  to  many  of  our 
schools,  occasion  no  small  impediment  in  the  différent 
departments  of  tuîtion,  and  disturb  the  gênerai  effect  : 
and  that  due  regard  is  seldom  paid  to  those  elementary 
principleSf  leading  lawsy  and  gênerai  rules,  which  ren- 
der  the  administration  of  the  Madras  System  so  simple 
and  efficient,  and  the  act  of  learning  so  easy  and  pro- 
fitable. 

To  correct  thèse  harassing  and  wearisome  defects,  J 
and  produce  those  grateful  and  bénéficiai  results,||  as 
well  as  to  give  an  earnest  of  the  facility  with  which  an 
indiffèrent  National  school  may  be  converted  into  a  re- 

•  King's  Letter,  July  1823.  f  National  Society. 

I  A  list  Î8  sent  to  each  master  of  the  failures  noted  dovn  in  hîs  schooL 
Most,  if  not  ail,  of  them,  might  hâve  heen  previously  found  among  the 
faults  reoorded  for  correction  in  "  Instructions  for  Conducting  Schools, 
&c."— Sixth  Edition,  1817,  chap.  x.pp.  115,  122. 

II  See  "  Manual  of  Mutual  Tuition  and  Moral  Discipline  ;  or,  Instruc- 
tions for  Conducting  Schools,^'  &c.    Seyenth  Edition,  1823. 
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spectable  one,  when  the  master  is  duly  instructed^  well 
directed^  and  interested  in  the  task,  somcthing  more^ 
some  additional  incitement,  seemed  wanting  for  the 
présent.  I,  therefore,  proposed  to  you,  my  dear  sir, 
that  I  might  be  allowed  to  try,  by  way  of  experiment, 
the  effect  of  the  principle  of  emidoMon  with  the  preœp- 
tors,  which  is  so  powerful  an  instrument  in  the  instruc- 
tion and  disciphne  of  their  pupils — by  offering  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  to  the  masters  of  large  schools,  which 
(consisting  each  of  not  less  than  100  scholars»  on  the 
yearly  average)  might  set  an  example  to  those  around 
them,  prizes  to  the  amount  of  £50,  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  candidates  according  to  their  respective  per- 
formance and  deservings,  and  to  the  relative  state  of 
their  schools;  and  I  particularly  requested  that  no 
mention  should  be  made  of  this  proposai  in  the  Dio- 
cesan  reports.  Accordingly  it  was  resolved  to  submit 
to  the  parochial  clergy,  trustées,  and  managers  of  thèse 
schools,  outlines  of  this  scheme,  requesting  their  con- 
currence and  co-operation  ;  and,  through  them,  to  in- 
vite the  masters  to  an  honourable  and  amicable  compé- 
tition— allowing  full  time  for  the  requisite  préparations 
and  projected  improvements. 

Unhappily  thèse  arrangements  were  disconcerted, 
and  their  object  endangered,  by  fortuitous  circum- 
stances.  One  of  thèse  was  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
posai in  the  Diocesan  school  reports,  which,  though 
done  with  the  best  intention,  might  be  construed  to 
commit  us  to  a  pledge  without  those  qualifications  and 
conditions,  which  alone  could  render  the  scheme  of 
rewards  available  to  the  essential  and  permanent  pur- 
poses  which  it  was  intended  to  serve.  Another  was 
the  delay,  by  accident  or  mistake,  in  forwarding  the 
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clrcular  intimations  to  the  officiating  clergy,  &c.  The 
conséquence  was^  that  the  examination  which  ensued 
for  the  apportioning  of  the  prizes,  proved  prématuré, 
and  had  nearly  frustrated  the  whole  plan.  In  very  few 
of  the  schools  were  the  registers  duly  kept,  or  the 
returns  which  were  to  guide  the  examiners,  and  assist 
in  judging  of  the  relative  state  of  proficiency,  in  readi- 
ness  ;  and  most  of  the  faults,  which  had  been  repeat- 
edly  animadverted  upon,  and  recorded  on  former  occar- 
sions,  were  again  exhibîted.  This  failure  was,  not 
without  reason,  ascribed  to  the  want  of  early  notice  and 
distinct  information  of  the  objects  of  the  examination. 
See  the  sources  of  the  difficulties  in  which  you  are 
involved.  For  my  part  I  would  look  only  to  the  remedy, 
which  seems  to  me  equally  simple  and  obvions.  With 
the  expérience  derived  from  past  miscarriage,  we  hâve 
only  to  retrace  our  steps,  as  far  as  concerns  the  candi- 
dates whose  failure  has  been  occasioned  by  the  circum- 
stances  just  stated. 

Hère,  then,  is  presented  such  an  opportimity  as  may 
not  occur  again,  of  obtaining,  in  the  sequel,  the  impor- 
tant  object  we  hâve  so  much  at  heart,  by  turning  to 
advantage  the  mishaps,  which  at  first  sight  seemed  so 
discouraging,  forbidding,  and  répulsive.  The  adjudi- 
cation of  the  prizes  brings  the  remedy  along  with  it. 
The  direct  course  cannot  be  mistaken.  To  do  justice 
and  show  tnercy  is  ail  tfiat  is  required. 

If  the  prizes  had  been  intended  for  show  and  osten- 
tation,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  distribution. 
AU  that  need  be  donc  is  to  give.  Few  or  none  would 
know,  or  even  enquire,  why  or  wherefore  they  were 
given.  But  if  reforTnation^  amendment^  and  example 
be  proposed,  it  would,  on  the  one  hand,  entirely  defeat 
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thèse  objects,  to  give  rewards  to  those  who  failed  with- 
out  any  just  reasons  for  their  ill  success,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  to  deny  time  and  opportunity  to  correct 
their  faults  to  those  whose  failure  is  ascribed  to  causes 
over  which  they  had  no  control. 

While,  therefore,  a  due  share  of  the  prizes  is  imme- 
diately  allotted  to  the  candidates  who  hâve  compUed 
with  the  requisite  conditions,  and  whose  schools  were 
found  in  ^  respectable  state  of  proficiency,  unalloyed 
with  those  palpable  errors  which  hâve  so  fatal  an  effect 
on  the  manners,  habits,  and  progress  of  children  ;  it 
would  betheheight  of  injustice,  to  refuse  totheothers  the 
reasonable  indulgence  of  deferring  the  awarding  of  the 
unappropriated  portion  of  the  prizes  till  a  fair  chance 
be  given  them.  For  which  purpose,  it  will  be  proper 
to  furnish  them  with  a  spécifie  list  of  the  several  faults,* 
which  hâve  been  noted  down  and  pointed  out  at  the 
late  examination — faults  which,  if  taken  one  by  one, 
are  as  easy  to  be  corrected  as  the  bundle  of  rods  to  be 
broken  ;  and  also  with  the  preliminary  qtieries  as  to 
the  State  of  their  schools,  to  which^  as  soon  as  each 
master  shall  hâve  made  his  return,  and  reported  him- 
self  in  readiness,  an  examination  of  his  school  may  take 

*  In  the  Manval  of  Instructions  for  conducting  Schools^  7th  édition, 
1823,  pp.  yii.  viii.  is  a  General  Index  of  Principal  Points,  on  which  will 
tum  the  examination,  not  only  in  the  compétition  for  prizes,  but  also  on 
every  other  occasion.  A  référence  to  them  will  at  once  enable  a  preceptor 
to  judge  of  the  state  of  his  school,  and  to  discem  and  correct  its  faults. 
In  a  Word,  let  him  ask  whether  every  scholar  in  his  school  is  quietly, 
busUy,  profitably,  and  happily  employed,  every  moment  of  time  ?  And,  if 
not,  let  him  find  where  the  defect  lies,  and  correct  it. 

But  for  the  sake  of  the  lowest  forms,  which  are,  in  gênerai,  so  much 
neglected,  and  so  ill  condncted,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  remark,  that  a 
class  of  beginners,  however  young,  may  be  taught,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  to  speak  aloud,  and  to  pronounce  aright,  the  vowels  and  consonants. 
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place*  and  his  portion  of  the  rewards,  if  an j»  may  then 
be  assigned  to  h!m. 

What  has  alread j  pasaed,  and  what  bas  been  ear- 
nestly  incidcated,  will  give  weigbt  to  what  will  be  again 
fuUy  recalled  to  their  particular  notice^  and  recom- 
mended  to  tbeir  serions  considération:  and  tbere  is 
good  reason  to  hope  tbat,  by  such  procédure^  barring       < 
undue    interférence    or   untoward   circumstances^   no       i 
small  reformation  will  be  effected  in  the  leading  schods       1 
of  the  diocess^  the  examjde  of  which  can  hardly  fail  to 
bave  a  favourable  influence  on  the  rest. 

Proceeding  on  thèse  grounds  to  the  distribution  of 
the  rewards  which  hâve  been  earned,  it  is  confessed, 
on  ail  hands^  that  two  schools  eminently  distinguished 
themselves.     The  master  of  one  of  thèse  schools^  by 
the  station  which  lie  holds^  and  the  many  and  singular 
advantages  he  enjoys,  from  the  munificence  of   the 
founder^  from  uniform  and  efficient  superintendence^ 
as  well  as  from  the  circumstance  of  his  establishment       ' 
having  been  in  a  state  of  great  respectability  and  use- 
fulness^  as  a  model  school  and  seminary  for  training 
monitors  and  masters^  long  before  recourse  was  had  to       i 
this  expédient — can  hardly  be  included  in  Uie  number      j 
of  those  for  whom  pecuniary  rewards  were  destined  ;       ! 

as  combined  in  the  séries  of  elemeDtarjr  lessons,  by  bawling  tbem  along 
with  the  teacher,  as  directed,  Instructions^  &c.  p.  87  The  iifrhole  of  thèse 
(thirty-six  Unes)  may  be  rehearsed  slowly  in  six,  and  rapidly  in  two  mi- 
nutes. What  then  may  be  done,  if  a  quarter  of  an  hour  were  g^ÎTen  to 
such  exercises,  four  times  a-day  !  Of  the  eight  small  tracts  of  the  National  { 
school  books,  including  Ostervald's  abridgement  of  the  Bible,  four  may 
be  read  slowly  in  less  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour  each,  and  the  others 
in  less  than  half  an  hour  each.  By  the  pernsal  of  thèse  books  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  morning  and  evening,  three  or  four  classes  being 
united  into  one,  how  much  might  the  higher  classes  be  perfected,  and  the  | 
lower  advancedy  in  their  readingl 
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yet  tliere  may  be  thought  due  to  him,  in  testîmony  of 
his  indefatigable  exertions,  an  honorary  présent  of  such 
appropriate  bocks  as  may  be  chosen  for,  or  in  concert 
witb  him. 

The  mast^  of  the  other  school,  though  it  be  still 
împerfect  in  several  respects,  yet,  looking  at  its  state 
when  he  was  appointed,  the  shortness  of  the  time  he 
has  had  charge  of  it,  and  its  uniform  and  progressive 
improvement,  is  entitled  to  no  common  praise,  and  to 
a  considérable  share  of  the  prize-money. 

It  is  for  you  to  say  how  much  shall  be  apportioned 
to  each  of  thèse  successful  candidates. 

Several  of  the  remaining  schools  hâve  improved  since 
former  examinations,  and  se  far  do  crédit  to  the  mas- 
ters  ;  but  even  the  best  of  them  are  still  so  déficient  in 
several  important  and  bénéficiai  practices,  that  to  give 
them  a  portion  of  the  prizes,  till  they  shall  hâve  earned 
it  by  the  performance  of  the  easy  conditions  proposed 
to  them,  would  be  to  sanction  négligence,  and  confirm 
error,  and  to  render  nugatory  the  object  for  which 
thèse  rewards  were  designed. 

AU  the  candidates,  however,  who,  by  entering  the 
list,  bave  shown  a  willingness  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  opportunity  of  improvement,  and  bave  made  some 
advances,  however  small,  towards  the  reformation  of 
their  schools,  may  be  presentcd,  in  anticipation,  with 
a  donation  of  such  books  as  may  be  thought  most  use- 
fui  to  înstruct  them  in  the  duties  of  their  profession,  to 
give  them  just  ideas  of  its  respectability  and  impor- 
tance, and  thereby  attach  them  to  a  faithful  discharge 
of  their  functions. 

Such  are  my  sentiments,  which  I  submit  for  your 
décision.     I  am  quite  satisfied  that,  by  a  just  use  of 
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the  présent  occasion^  we  shall,  if  no  împediment  be 
thrown  in  the  way,  do  the  most  acceptable  service  to 
the  Diocesan  school  society,  as  well  as  to  the  parochial 
clergy  and  lay  managers  of  the  respective  schools  ;  and 
that  we  may  look  forward  to  them,  with  the  most  im- 
plicit  confidence,  for  their  further  countenance  and  co- 
operation,  while  we  take  the  most  efiectual  steps  to 
give  new  respectability  to  the  masters,  and  a  new  cha- 
racter  to  their  scholars  ;  and  thereby  contribute  our 
mite  to  the  well-being  of  this  diocess  and  of  the  em- 
pire at  large. — I  am,  &c.  A.  Bell. 

N.  B. — When  the  school  îs  in  readiness  to  be  ex- 
amined,  the  master  is  requested  to  give  notice  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Diocesan  school  society  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  send  an  answer  to  the  foUowing  queries. 

1.  What  is  the  number  of  children  in  the  school  ? 
Is  it  increased  or  diminished,  and  how  much,  since  the 
examination  of  last  month  ( July)  ? 

2.  What  are  the  âge  and  time  in  school  of  every 
child  ?  And  what  the  average  of  each  class,  and  its 
proficiency  ? 

3.  What  is  the  average  of  daily  attendance,  and  the 
proportion  of  absentées  ? 

4.  Are  the  marked  book,  paidometer,  and  other  re- 
gisters  duly  kept  ? 

P.  S. — To  prevent  further  delay,  and  the  récurrence 
of  such  mistakes  as  bave  occasioned  so  much  trouble 
and  vexation,  I  hâve  given  directions  that  this  letter 
be  printed,  so  that  any  number  of  copies  you  may  order 
shaU  be  forwarded,  by  my  chaplain,  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 
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To  the  Most  Rev,  the  Archhiêhop  of  Canterhury^  Prendent  of 
the  National  Society^  Sfc.  Sçc  Sfc. 

Sherburn  House,  Durham,  SOth  Aug.  1823. 

May  it  please  your  Grâce, 

In  laying  before  th6  président  of  the  National 
Society  the  subjoined  letter,  the  author  of  the  System  of 
Mutual  Tuition  is  apprehensive  that  any  apology  might 
be  considered  unnecessary,  ill  timed,  and  misplaced  ; 
for  he  is  well  assured  that  the  most  acceptable  service 
he  can  perform  to  your  Grâce  relates  to  the  illustrions 
Society  of  which  you  are  the  président,  and  in  behalf 
of  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  his  most 
gracions  letter. 

The  author  has  no  words  to  express  the  feelings  with 
which  this  letter  has  penetrated  his  heart  ;  nor,  if  he 
had,  would  they  be  of  any  avail.  For  more  than  half 
the  computed  âge  of  man  your  Grâce  has  been  acquaint- 
ed  with  his  inmost  sentiments,  and  has  witncssed  the 
uniform  dévotion  of  ail  his  énergies  to  the  application 
of  this  System  to  the  grand  consummation  for  which  it 
is  emînently  fitted,  and  to  which,  with  God's  blessing, 
it  seems  destined  to  lead — the  dissémination  of  useful 
knowledge  and  civilization,  and,  along  with  them,  the 
gospel  of  peace  and  salvation  to  the  uttermost  ends  of 
the  earth. 

This  is  the  natural  conséquence  of  the  development 
of  a  faculty  inhérent  in  the  constitution  of  man,  but 
which,  like  polarity  in  the  magnet,  had  lain  hid  for 
âges — ^the  faculty  of  Mutual  Tuition,  which  constitutes 
at  once  the  discovery  desiderated  by  Lord  Bacon — an 
organ  for  the  multiplication  of  power  and  division  of 
labour,  in  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  scientific  world. 
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The  System  of  éducation,  founded  on  thîs  organ,  bas 
in  no  wise  disappointed  the  hope  which  such  a  disco- 
very  excited,  Owing  to  the  simplicitj  and  universality 
of  its  principle,  the  immensity  and  economy  of  its  power, 
and  the  incalculable  importance  of  its  object,  ît  has^  in 
the  short  space  of  one-third  of  a  century,  spread  otct 
the  world  with  a  rapidity,  and  to  an  eztent,  of  which 
there  is  no  parallel  in  any  school,  ancient  or  modem. 

For  conducting  éducation  on  this  System,  varions 
institutions  hâve  been  formed  in  différent  parts  of  the 
world.  Amongst  thèse  stands  conspicuous  the  National 
Society,  constituted  by  the  highest  authorities  in  the 
kingdom,  under  the  patronage  of  his  Majesty,  and  in- 
corporated  by  royal  charter,  '^for  promoting  the  éduca- 
tion of  the  poor  in  the  principles  of  the  established 
church  throughout  England  and  Wales,*'  in  schools 
open  to  ail  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  this  ines- 
timable boon.  Happily  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
church  and  state,  your  Grâce  bas  presided  over,  and 
directed  in  person,  the  councils  of  this  incorporation 
with  unwearied  assiduity  and  zeal,  and  with  a  dignîty, 
temper,  and  conciliation,  which  hâve  been  productive 
of  the  most  bénéficiai  results. 

The  effect  of  ail  this,  however,  on  the  author^s  mind, 
is  very  différent  from  what  may  be  expected.  Every 
new  advance  in  the  progress  of  the  Madras  System 
seems  to  impose  on  him  a  new  task.  The  good  pro- 
mise which  the  royal  mandate  affords,  of  supplying 
funds  for  the  more  gênerai  extension  of  National 
schools,  by  the  érection,  réparation,  enlargement,  and 
fitting  up  of  suitable  buildings,  reminds  him  that  this 
apparatus  is  only  a  mean  towards  an  end — can  only  be 
rendered  truly  valuable  by  the  use  which  is  made  of  it  : 
that  the  ends  proposed  by  his  Majesty's  letter — the 
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more  efifectual  diiFusion  of  religîous  éducation^  and  the 
conséquent  advancement  of  true  piety  and  good  morals 
— dépend  not  so  much  upon  the  external  préparation, 
as  on  the  internai  régulation  and  administration  of  Na« 
tional  schools. 

Notwithstanding  the  gênerai  benefits  which  hâve 
already  accrued  from  thèse  schools,  it  is  well  known 
that  many  of  them  do  but  partially  and  imperfectly 
answer  the  intention  of  their  founders,  and  that  not  a 
few  which  were  once  in  a  respectable  state  hâve  great- 
ly  fallen  off,  and  some  hâve  even  ceased  to  exist.  This 
seems  to  hâve  arisen  chiefly  from  causes  which,  as  waë 
foreseen  and  predicted  at  the  time  of  their  foundation, 
were  most  likely  to  lead  to  such  an  issue.  The  author, 
therefore,  deems  it  imperative  on  him  to  avail  himself 
of  the  présent  occasion,  and  of  the  expérience  derived 
from  a  récent  scholastic  tour,  to  reiterate  with  increased 
solicitude  his  sentiments  on  this  subject. 

The  main  sources  of  the  inequality  hère  alluded  to 
are  briefly  stated  in  the  following  letter,  which,  though 
written  on  a  particular  emergency,  and  for  a  spécifie 
purpose,  he  considers  it  his  duty  to  submit,  with  ail 
déférence,  to  the  Most  Révérend  the  Président  of  the 
gênerai  committee  of  the  National  Society  ;  if  haply 
any  of  the  practical  hints  therein  adduced,  respecting 
the  constitution  and  economy([conduct)of  their  schools, 
shall  appear  to  hâve  a  tendency  to  the  frirtherance  of 
objects  80  universally  interesting  and  momentous  to 
Society,  and  so  peculiarly  affecting  and  endearing  to 
parents,  as  those  which  are  set  forth  in  the  patemal 
letter  of  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  king. 

Such  was  the  intention  of  the  author  in  the  proposai 
which  he  made  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  ^^neral  corn- 

VOL.  m.  2  T 
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mittee,  and  to  which  your  Grâce  seemed  favourably 
disposed^  for  the  appointment  of  a  sélect  committee^  to 
consider  the  resolutions  of  the  diocesan  secretaries,  on 
the  subject  of  rendering  tuition  in  National  schools 
more  efficient.  Such  ai*e  the  suggestions  to  which  he 
has  at  ail  times  wished  to  draw  attention^  and  which 
he  now  again  submits^  with  ail  humility^  to  the  consi- 
dération of  your  Grâce.  He  need  not  add  that  on  thîs, 
as  well  as  on  every  occasion^  his  services  are  at  your 
Grace's  commands.  May  God  Almighty  long  préserve 
your  Grâce  ! 

A.  Bell. 


%  Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyoïu 

17,  Sprîng  GardeDS,  2dd  Oct.  1823. 

My  dear  Lord, 

I  apprehend  that  neither  the  hooping-cough,  nor 
measles^  nor  smaU-pox  after  inoculation^  return  so  fre- 
quently  as  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  say.  Nor  do  I  think 
vaccination  so  inefficacious  as  is  now  imagined.  My 
beUef  is^  that  justice  has  not  been  donc  to  it  ;  and  that 
it  is  not  performed  à  la  Madras^  as  at  Swanage^  where 
of  500  patients  so  vaccinated,  not  one  has  taken  the 
«mall-pox.  The  truth  is,  the  discovery  is  made,  but 
the  art  or  application  is  in  its  infancy.  Give  me,  in 
the  first  place,  the  varioloits  virus  from  the  cow,  and  a 
never-failing  supply  of  subjects  to  be  vaccinated  from 
the  arms  of  their  predecessors,  and  I  will  show  you  an 
experiment  that  inay  be  of  some  practical  use.  By  the 
by,  hère  is  the  answer  to  your  lordship's  interrogatory, 
as  to  the  différence  between  discovery  and  invention. 
The  sameness  of  the  vaccine  and  variolous  vints  is  a 
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discoveiy,  tlie  application  of  the  foi*nier  to  the  arm  is 
an  invention.  The  sameness  of  electricity  and  lîght- 
ning  is  a  discovery;  the  application  of  Franklinian  rods 
to  ptotect  buildings  from  lightning  an  invention.  The 
principle  of  gravitation-^the  laws  of  Kepler — the  Co- 
pernican  system,  are  discoveries.  The  power  of  steam 
is  a  discovery.  The  application  of  this  power  to  pro- 
pel  a  ship^  &c.^  is  an  invention.  To  mention  but  one 
more,  on  account  of  its  ^  transcendent  excellency.' 
The  Principle  of  Mutual  Instruction  is  a  discovery  ; 
the  Madras  System,  or  application  of  this  principle  to 
scholastic  purposes,  is  an  invention.  In  popular  lan* 
guage,  there  is  often  a  confusion  in  many  cases  ;  not 
so  in  such  as  the  discovery  of  America. 

With  ail,  and  multiplied  duty  and  love,  I  ever  am 
your  A.  Bell. 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Bev.  B.  W.  Bamjbrd. 

1824< 

My  dear  Bamford, 

You  do  vrell  in  giving  me  early  information  of 
.  •  .  .  The  màn  is  a  fitting  object  of  commiséra- 
tion. In  giving  way  to  the  sin  which  most  easily 
besets  him,  the  man  meant  no  harm  to  any  one  but 
himself  ;  and  however  gross  and  scandalous  the^offence^ 
it  is  so  far  a  first  offence,  being  now  only  for  the  first 
time  brought  to  light — an  offence  which  we  must,  at 
ail  events,  view  with  the  calmness  of  a  judge.  It  ia 
our  business  and  duty  to  try  every  meana  to  recover 
and  reform  him,  and  not  to  punish  beyond  what  is 
necessary  to  amendment,  and  for  the  sake  of  example» 
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W seems  to  me  not  the  least  culpable  of  the  two, 

after  the  pains  and  trouble  I  bave  taken^  and  the  means 
I  bave  endeavoured  to  employ  to  prevent  bis  admission 
of  the  bretbren  into  that  bouse.  And  it  is  désirable 
that  Mr  Leybourne  sbould  still  further  try  to  deter 
him  from  barbouring  the  bretbren,  bj  making  him  sen- 
sible of  the  risk  he  runs  of  losing  bis  license^  if  the 
matter  be  brougbt  before  magistrates  ;  and  if  after  so 
many  wamings  be  persista  in  bis  conduct,  ultimately 
of  preventing  the  renewal  of  the  lease. 

As  to  .  «  .  •  I  consider  that  the  mulet  of  the 
weekly  shilling  given  on  the  stipulation  of  not  enteriiig 
the  publiohouse  without  leave  in  writing,  is  the  appro- 
priate  punishment,  and  may  perhaps  prove  a  sufiScient 
corrective. 

It  may  be  that  be  is  an  unfit  member  of  our  little 
community;  but,  for  the  same  offence,  how  many  of 
considération  in  otber  respects,  are  unfit  members  of 
the  great  community  !  You  would  find  no  small  diffi- 
cidty  in  getting  rid  of  him  on  this  account.     ,     .     . 


Lard  Kenyon  to  Dr  Bell. 
My  dear  Sir, 

Gredin^on,  18th  Feb.  1824. 

You  don't  at  ail  understand  me  as  to  my  opinions 
of  your  employing  your  time  most  usefuUy.  You  are, 
bowever,  so  fond  of  controTersy,  which  I  dislike,  that 
I  won't  enter  into  any  discussion  on  the  subject  with 
you.  I  am  anxious  to  bear  how  you  go  on  with  your 
préparation  of  your  own  history.    I  do  not  undervalue 


CORRESPONDENCE.  661 

your  scholastic  history,  and  am  aware  tbat  it  is  that 
which  gives  the  other  its  public  value;  but  I  am  very  an- 
xiouS;  for  tbe  sake  of  banding  down  your  personal  con- 
séquence^ tbat  your  personal  history  sbould  be  clearly 
and  distinctly  drawn  out  by  yaurself.  I  tbink  tbat  of 
more  value  tban  some  more  extracts  from  Quintilian, 
Cicero,  Livy,  &c.,  witb  translations,  bowever  délectable. 
Now,  don't  suppose  I  set  no  value  on  your  bigb  au- 
thorities  for  your  views  and  orders.  I  do  value  tbem 
higbly.  But  I  tbink  bigbly  too  of  tbe  old  maxim, 
Ne  quid  nirnis  ;  and  I  tbink  your  excogitations  about 
composition  bave  a  little  of  tbe  limœ  labor  sometimes, 
for  whicb  quiet  nigbts  bave  been  sacrificed  for  restless 
ones,  and  otber  matters  of  more  conséquence  sacrificed. 
Now  please,  my  dear  sir,  to  reraember,  tbat  by  your 
repeated  attacks  on  me  by  your  pen,  and  your  cbarac- 
terîstic  calm  éloquence,  you  bave  drawn  tbese  obser- 
vations from  me  ;  and  if  you  dissent,  write  and  ask 
AUen's  opinion,  for  you  know  be  always  tbinks  for 
bimself,  and  is  quite  impartial.  I  am  very  glad  you 
bave  done  so  mucb  to  your  mind  at  Ulverston.  I  wish 
tbe  Quaker  tbere  would  not  only  serve  tbe  cburcb 
after  bis  deatb,  but  bimself  also,  by  bonestly  conform- 
ing  to  it  during  bis  life  ;  not  tbat  I  sbould  attempt  to 
couvert  bim  if  I  was  intimate  witb  bim,  for  I  well 
know  bow  pride  will  make  people  persévère  in  a  wrong 
course,  bowever  well  convinced  ;  but  as  I  am  one  wbo 
don't  bold  modes  of  faitb  and  Cbristian  fellowsbip  as 
unimportant  to  a  man's  self-interest,  I  always  regret 
wben  benefactors  to  tbe  cburcb  or  public  are  so  mucb 
tbeir  own  enemies,  as  to  let  pride  and  préjudice  pre- 
vent  tbem  from  becoming  wbat  sound  Christian  prin- 
ciples  sbould  make  tbem 
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Dr  Bell  to  G.  W.  Marriot,  Esq. 

Beaulej,  2d  Jalj  1824. 

My  dear  Friend, 

You  must  not  be  surprised  îf  I  retum  to  England 
a  stanch  Scottish  Episcopalian^  so  much  baye  I  been 
conversant  of  late  witb  the  clergy  of  this  church,  and 
so  profoundlj  bave  I  been  studyîng  a  fair  volume  of 
Scots  Episcopacy.  While  you  are  perusing  a  second 
édition  of  tbe  same  book^  I  confess  I  am  fully  satisfied 
witb  tbe  former,  and  cannot  conçoive  how  it  could  be 
improved. 

In  our  cburcb  (now  I  am  witbin  its  precincts)  one 
presby  ter,  Jobn  Skinner,  my  old  acquaintance  of  For- 
far,  and  son  of  the  late  bishop,  who  was  my  grand  ally 
when  I  was  at  Aberdeen,  bas  written  a  circular  to  his 
bisbops  and  bretbren  in  bebalf  of  a  convocation,  to  con- 
sider  tbe  state  of  their  cburcb,  and  witb  a  vievr  to  call 
in  tbe  counsels  and  aid  of  lay  members,  to  promote  its 
vrelfare  and  advance  its  interests;  more  particularly, 
wbile  tbey  may  avail  tbemselves  of  tbe  opinion  and 
advice  of  tbat  great  divine,  Bisbop  Hobart,  and  tbrough 
his  instructions  foUow  after  the  example  of  America^ 
I  bave  not  beard  tbat  any  of  his  brethren  bave  entered 
into  the  views  of  this  disappointed  presbyten  But  I 
bave  seen  a  letter  to  him,  in  reply  to  his  réquisition, 
from  Bishop  JoUy  of  Moray,  whose  diocess  consists  of 
three  presbyters,  but  who  ought  to  be  primate  of  ail 
Scotland — a  letter  which,  for  its  piety,  sound  doctrine, 
and  good  discrétion,  as  well  as  great  abiKty  and  leam- 
ing,  would  do  honour  to  the  first  prelate  of  any  cburcb, 
To  me,  before  I  perused  this  letter,  it  appeared  tbat 
tbe  tendency  of  brother  Skinner 's  letter  was  to  disturb 
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that  happy  unanimity  and  peacefiil  tranquillity  which 
the  Scottish  Church  enjoys,  and  which  has  gained  to 
them  80  many  friends,  patrons^  benefactors,  and  advo- 
cates  on  your  side  of  the  Tweed. 

I  saw  Bishop  Hobart  in  London^  and  Bishop  Chase 
at  Liverpool,  enough  of  both  to  form  my  opinion  of 
their  respective  characters,  and  views,  and  morits;  none 
of  which  I  wish  to  disparage,  for  I  do  not  think  evil  of 
either.     At  the  same  time  I  am  not  more  astonished 
at  a  presbyter  of  the  pure  Episcopal  Church  of  Scot- 
land^  referring  his  bishops  and  brcthrcn  to  the  Epis- 
copal Church  in  America^  and  to  the  authority  of  Bishop 
Hobart,  than  I  am  in  reading  the  studied  panegyric  on 
that  theological  professer  in  the  British  Critic.     What 
has  become  of  the  boasted  orthodoxy  and  sound  doc- 
trines of  that  review  ?     Do  they  mean  to  sacrifice  the 
interprétation  of  the  sacred  writings  to  the  opinions 
and  sentiments  of  an  American   Theologist?     What 
do  they  produce  as  the  sole  spécimen  of  his  superior 
ability^  and  his  claim  to  pre-eminence^  but  a  single  ex- 
tract from  his  volume  of  sermons — ^an  extract  which 
affords  the  most  décisive  proof  of  his  gross  ignorance 
of  the  doctrines  of  our  holy  religion  and  apostolical 
church  ?  What  ground  hâve  the  conductors  or  cditors  of 
that  Review  given,  to  impugn  their  judgment  and  their 
principles  ?     What  a  misrepresentation  do  they  make, 
by  giving  their  assent  and  approbation  to  their  theo- 
logian's  explanations  of  the  beautiful  text  and  con- 
text,  in  which  the  apostle  so  happily,  clearly,  and  dis- 
tinctly  contrasta  the  différence  between  livîng  hyfaith 
and  sight  ?     Is  there  a  good  divine  to  be  found,  who 
now-a-days  understands  sight  in  that  beautiful  passage 
as  meaning  sensé — and  considers  the  apostle  as  apply- 
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ing  that  vrotd  in  the  text  explained  by  the  transatlantic 
doctor  to  the  life  we  lead  in  the  flesh  ?  On  tbe  con- 
trarj,  the  word  sightBS  clearly  refers  to  the  life  to  come, 
as  faith  does  to  the  life  that  now  is.  But^  that  I  maj 
be  rightly  understood,  I  hâve  given  you  an  extract  of 
the  humble  interprétation  of  this  and  similar  passages 
of  one  who  wîU  not  yield  his  doctrines  and  exposition 
of  Scripture,  either  to  the  foreign  président  of  a  Theolo- 
gical  School,  or  to  a  British  Critic  of  our  home  school. 
By  the  by,  the  Bishop  Hobart,  of  whom  I  entertain 
a  good  opinion  except  as  an  interpréter  of  Scripture 
and  a  master  of  Theology,  roundly  and  boldly  asserted 
to  me  at  Westminster,  that  there  was  not  a  single  col- 
lège in  Great  Britain  where  Theology  was  taught.  To 
be  consistent,  your  Review  and  our  Presbyter  should 
sehd  us  ail  to  relearn  theology  at  the  school  of  Bishop 
Hobart,  as  well  as  promote  Episcopacy  in  America,  by 
preventing  its  being  taught  to  those  who  cannot  afford 
to  attend  the  Hobartian  Seminary. 

ExTRACT. — "  The  Christian  life  is  exhibited  in 
Scripture  as  a  continuai  progress  in  piety  and  vîrtue. 
This  progress  is  begun  and  carried  on  to  a  certain  de- 
grée  in  the  présent  state.  But  the  présent  attainments 
of  the  righteous  are  only  the  prélude  to  greater  and 
more  lasting  ones,  to  be  carried  on  through  ail  etemity. 
The  means  afforded  us  for  thèse  our  spiritual  improve- 
ments  are  frequently  stated,  in  tho  New  Testament,  to 
be  faith  and  sight.  The  former  is  uniformly  dedared 
the  principle  of  the  Christian  life  in  this  world;  the 
latter,  in  the  world  to  come.  For  hère  we  walk  by 
faith,  not  by  sight  ;  a  distinction  which  clearly  marks 
the  inferiority  of  faith  to  sight  as  a  principle  or  rule  of 
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action  ;  intimating,  howerer,  at  the  same  time^  that 
while  we  continue  to  sojourn  here^  it  is  the  beat  which 
can  be  attained.  When  the  time  of  our  probation  shall 
hâve  been  finished^  and  our  Bteadfastness  and  integrity 
crowned  with  the  recompense  of  reward,  we  shall  no 
more  see  darkly  through  a  glass  by  the  eye  of  faith, 
but  'face  to  face.'  When  he  who  is  our  life  shall  ap- 
pear^  we  shall  be  like  him^  for  '  we  shall  see  him  as  he 
is.' 

"  When  admitted  into  the  présence  of  the  suprême 
pattern  of  ail  perfection,  our  soûls,  transported  with 
admiration  and  love,  shall  continue  through  aU  etemity 
to  drink  deep  draughts  of  that  perfection,  perpetually 
aspiring  to  a  greater  similitude  to  the  fountain  of  ex- 
cellence. Meanwhile,  as  the  présent  life  of  the  saints 
must  be  a  life  of  faith,  and  as  upon  the  right  improve- 
ment  of  the  means  which  are  hère  afForded  us,  dépends 
our  being  admitted  hereafter  into  a  happier  and  better 
State,  it  mudi  concerns  every  Christian  well  to  under- 
stand  this  principle — to  know  what  it  is  to  walk  by 
faith  in  this  world,  that  he  may  prépare  for  walking  by 
siglît  in  the  world  to  come." 


The  Rev.  Dr  fValmsley  to  Dr  BelL 

Hanwell  Reetory,  Auguttt  16,  1824. 

My  dear  Sir, 

•  ••«•. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  increasing  success  of 
your  benevolent  plans  in  ail  directions  ;  and  I  own  I 
contemplate  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  the 
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progress  which  the  society  bas  made  in  a  little  more 
than  twelve  years;  namely,  the  establishment  of  no 
less  than  1983  National  schools.     Amongst  the  lettere 
which  hâve  been  reeeived  detailing  the  happy  results 
of  the  national  System,  is  the  foUowing,  addressed  to 
Mr  Joshua  Watson,  accompanying  a  parochial  collec- 
tion upon  the  King's  letter  ;  it  is  written  by  the  révé- 
rend Mr  Palmer  of  Eynsbury,  near  Huntingdon: — 
^'  Mr  Palmer  présents  bis  compliments  to  Mr  Watson, 
and  trusts  he  shall  be  excused  for  taking  this  oppor- 
tunity  of  acquainting  the  président  and  govemors  of 
the  National  Society,  that  in  the  school  which  was 
establîshed   about   ten   years   since   in  the  village  of 
Embry,    the    good   work   of   éducation   is   going    on 
with  unabated  vigour  and  success.      The  Eynsbury 
school  is  connected  with  the  National  Society  through 
the  *  Huntingdonshire  Institution  for  the  Education 
of   the   Poor   in   the   Principles   of   the   Established 
Church.*      It  contains  at  présent   145  day  scholars^ 
and   about   half  as   many  more  additional   on  Sun- 
days.     It   is   supported   by   local   subscrîptions,   and 
grants  from  the  county  institution.     By  referring  to 
the  registf^rs,  we  find  that  upwards  of  450  children 
bave  reeeived  and  completed  their  éducation  in  the 
above-mentioned  school;  and,  though  many  of  thèse 
cliildrcn  are  removed  to  distances  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  observation,  the  greater  part  of  them  are  settled  in 
the  parish  and  in  the  immédiate  neighbourhood.    Edu- 
cation, therefore,  cannot  be  considered  any  longer  in 
this  part  of  the  çountry  as  a  matter  of  experiment  only. 
The  children  we  bave  instructed  are  now  grown  up  to 
be  young  men  and  wonien,  and  the  fruits  of  teaching 
them  upon  the  plan  and  in  the  principles  recommended 
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hy  the  National  Society,  may  be  fairly  and  Batisfactorily 
judged  of.  Mr  Palmer  is,  therefore,  rejoiced  to  be 
able  to  assure  tbe  président  and  govemors  of  the  Na- 
tional Society,  that,  as  far  as  bis  expérience  bas  gone, 
tbe  good  effects  of  giving  tbe  poor  a  suitable  éducation 
are  most  strongly  exemplified  in  tbe  conduct  and  de- 
meanour  of  tbese  young  people,  and  tbat  tbey  are  dis- 
cbarging  tbe  duties  of  tbeir  respective  avocations  as 
servants,  nurses,  apprentices,  and  labourers  in  bus- 
bandry,  in  a  manner  perfectly  unknown  before  tbe 
establisbment  of  tbe  parisb  scbool.  In  a  religious  point 
of  view,  also,  tbe  great  good  produced  by  instilling  reli- 
gious principles  iuto  tbeir  minds,  is  equally  apparent. 
It  bas  attacbed  men  to  tbe  cburcb,  its  prayers,  and 
services,  and  taugbt  tbem  to  regard  an  babitual  obser- 
vance of  God's  boly  will  and  commandments,  as  tbe 
best  évidence  tbey  can  givc  of  tbe  sincerity  of  tbeir 
faitb/'     .     •     .     , 


Dr  Bell  to  Rchert  Southey^  Esq. 

Sherburn  House,  8th  Nov.  1824. 

My  dearest  Sir, 

I  bave  just  received  and  read  your  inestimable  Ictter, 
witb  wbicb  I  am  so  mucb  aifected  tbat  I  cannot  answer 
it  as  I  ougb t.  The  "  Book  of  tbe  Churcb,"  wbicb  I  bave 
been  enjoying,  and  poorly  assisting  in  circulating  — tbe 
twelftb  birtbday  of  my  god-daugbter — ^tbe  "  Book  of 
tbe  State,"  wbicb  y  ou  must  undertake  and  exécute, 
for  no  one  else  can  as  it  ougbt  to  be  donc — and  ail  my 
friends,  wbom  you  place  in  sucb  lively  colours  before 
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my  eyes  (for  they  are  never  out  of  mj  mind) — a  long 
silence^  and  a  thousand  unutterable  considérations  and 
reflections,  fiU  mj  soûl  and  heart^  and  arrest  mj  pen. 

It  would  be  needless  to  explain  the  causes  of  mj 
passing  and  repassing  without  even  a  sight  of  Greta- 
Hall  and  ils  inhabitants,  of  whom  I  talk  so  much  and 
so  often.  You  will  readily  beliere  me,  that  nothing  but 
necessity,  the  last  necessity,  prevented  me  from  par- 
taking  the  enjoyment  of  being  for  a  while  one,  or  as 
one,  of  your  happy  family,  to  whom  I  trust,  before  an- 
other  year  elapses,  to  recount  ray  north-west  passage— 
my  tour  of  the  only  part  of  my  native  country  where 
I  had  never  been  before,  scattering  the  Madras  seeds  as 
I  went  along,  in  the  hope  that,  sooner  or  later,  some  of 
them  would  take  root  and  grow,  and  produce  fruit  Now, 
I  shall  hâve  occasion  to  remember  my  Visitation  for  evil 
as  well  as  good,  having  contracted  an  obstinate  rheu- 
matism,  from  which,  after  drinking  minerai  waters,  and 
using,  or  rather  abusing  the  hot  balh,  at  118  degrees, 
or  as  near  it  as  was  bearable,  I  am  not  yet  quite  rid, 
as  my  shoulders  at  this  moment  report. 

Besides  thèse,  and  such-like,  I  hâve  been  working 
at  my  farms  as  hard  for  the  time  almost  as  at  my  A 
B  C,  and  I  flatter  myself  with  far  more  success  than 
could  be  imagined  by  a  man  who,  like  Lord  Ërskine, 
scarcely  knew  wheat  from  barley,  at  least  one  soil  from 
another.  Probably,during  several  years  of  our  acquaint- 
ance,  you  never  heard  of  my  farms,  of  which  I  could 
hâve  told  you  nothing,  but  that  from  the  absence  of 
the  proprietor  and  change  of  factor  by  death  and  bank- 
ruptcy,  and  by  the  grossest  mismanagement  at  times, 
were  going  more  and  more  to  wreck  and  ruin,  and  ail 
the  while  I  could  not  spare  from  my  lucubrations. 
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or  my  schools^  the  time  which  it  would  hâve  required 
to  leara  and  practise  a  new  trade^  even  if  I  should  hâve 
lost  the  whole  property,  which  I  had  destined  for  fa- 
vourite  purposes. 

But  for  something  more  worth  while  ;  my  vanity 
and  presumption  on  ail  occasions  of  claiming  to  be  the 
original  author  of  the  **  Book  of  the  Church,"  which 
bas  so  far  swelled  beyond^  and  surpassed^  ail  expec- 
tation  : — I  must  remind  you,  in  case  of  your  having 
forgotten,  how  this  is*  When  Sir  Thomas  Bernard 
and  others  were  preparing,  or  had  prepared,  our  little 
school-books  for  beginners^  you  may  remember  I  re- 
quested  you,  who  alone  could,  to  my  mind,  to  give  us 
a  school-book  of  a  little  higher  order  for  our  pupils 
^ho  were  a  little  more  advanced  ;  and  that  this  was  to 
bave  been  ready  for  our  réception  in  a  few  weeks. 
Happily  this  mustard-sced  has  grown  to  a  great  tree, 
to  refresh  the  church  and  the  nation.  Such  is  the 
greatest  work  I  hâve  achieved  :  But  already,  from 
this  hour,  I  lay  claim  to  another  work,  not  less  excel- 
lent, I  trust,  of  its  kind,  the  **  Book  of  the  State,** 
which,  but  for  the  "  Book  of  the  Church,"  might,  or 
would  not  hâve  been  brought  forth.  This  work  must 
not  be  abandoned,  for  more  reasons  than  I  can  tell. 

Having  a  chapter  to  attend  on  the  I7th  at  West- 
minster, and  being  put  in  résidence  for  December,  I 
set  out  this  evening,  without  making  on  the  road  one, 
or  only  one  for  a  day,  of  a  score  of  visîts,  which  I  had 
promised  ;  some  of  one,  three,  four,  five,  six,  and  seven, 
and  more  years'  standing.  None  of  my  disappointments 
•  vex  me  more  than  that  of  my  god-daughter,  or  rather 
une  of  my  god-daughters,  of  whom  I  carried  a  mémoran- 
dum with  me,  by  land  and  by  water,  along  the  Cale- 
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donian  Canal^  and  only  parted  with  it  in  a  fit  of  despe- 
ration,  when  it  was  found  that  I  could  not  fulfil  my 
purpose,  at  that  time,  in  person. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  see  Edith  and  Bertha.  On  tbe 
other  side  I  shall  copy  the  envelope  which  conyeyed 
your  letter  to  me.  I  envy  his  lordship*s  feelings^  as 
if  they  were  approaching  to  my  own. 

I  beg  my  kindest  and  unceasing  remembrance  to  ail 
around  you,  from  the  greatest  to  the  least^  and  ever 
am,  my  dear  sir,  with  high  admiration  and  sincère  af- 
fection, your  faithful  friend, 

P. S. — If  1  hâve  not  mentioned  my  warm  gratitude 
for  the  '^  Book  of  the  Church,*'  do  not  think  that  I  feel 
it  the  less. 

ExTRACT. — "  J£  you  Write  soon  to  your  good  fiiend 
the  writer  of  the  enclosed,  I  wish  you  to  retum  my 
sincère  thanks,  which  are  due  to  him  for  the  benefit  he 
has  conferred  on  our  vénérable  chm-ch,  by  his  very  able 
and  interesting  work  on  thàt  subject*  I  hâve  not,  for  a 
long  time,  read  any  work  better  calculated  to  produce 
attachment  to  that,  the  greatest  blessing  possessed  by 
this  nation Kknton.'* 


R.  Southeyy  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswick,  24th  Nov.  1824. 

My  dear  Sir, 

•  ••#•< 

I  am  not  surprised  that  you  should  succeed  in 
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putting  your  estâtes  in  order,  and  am  heartily  glad  that 
you  hâve  taken  interest  enough  in  the  occupation  to 
set  about  it  in  earnest.  You  would  hâve  made  a 
good  engineer,  a  good  gênerai^  a  good  statesman  ;  any 
thing  that  required  promptitude,  décision,  and  energy. 
I,  on  the  contrary,  hâve  no  convertible  powers,  being 
just  fit  for  what  I  am,  and  for  nothing  else  in  the 
world.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  sir.  Yours  with  sin- 
cère regard. 


Dr  Bell  to  G.  G.  Vincent^  Esq. 

4th  April  1825. 

I  regret  much,  on  many  accounts,  that  I  cannot 
attend  Chapter  on  the  6th  of  next  month,  more  espe- 
cially  as  it  prevents  me  from  giving  my  voice  in  faveur 
of  that  scheme  which  shall  be  proposed  to  afford  to 
the  public  the  readiest  and  cheapest  access  to  West- 
minster Abbey,  ail  its  sights,  and  monuments  ;  for 
which,  if  proxies  were  admitted,  I  would  send  you 
mine. 


R.  Southeyj  Esq.^  to  Dr  BelL 

Kfeawîck,  irth  May  1825. 


My  dear  Sir, 


I  forgot  in  my  last  to  tell  you  of  an  odd  adven- 
ture.  I  was  called  dowii  one  day  to  a  person  of  that 
shabby  genteel  appearance,  which  excites  as  much  sus- 
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picion  as  pity,  and  generallj  prépares  one  for  an  attack 
on  the  pocket.  He  said  he  was  a  brother  of  Colonel 
Slack's,  and  began  a  long  story  to  explain  his  want  of 
money,  resting  his  respectabilitj  upon  this  brothership. 
This  Colonel  Slack,  he  told  me^  was  in  India^  at  Ma- 
dras— and  had  married  there  a  daughter  of  Dr  Bell's. 
What,  sir,  said  I,  Dr  Bell  ?  Yes,  sir,  said  he,  the  Rev. 
Dr  Bell — ^the  Madras  Dr  Bell.  It  would  hâve  amused 
you,  could  you  hâve  seen  how  he  looked  when  I  in- 
formed  him  that  I  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Dr 
Bell,  and  how  suddenly  he  converted  you  into  Colonel 
Bell  before  I  could  close  the  door  upon  him.     .     . 


T%e  Rev.  R.  W.  Bamford  to  William  fVordswortkj  Esq. 
Sherbum  Honse,  Durham,  23d  May  1825. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Dr  BeU  having  lately  presented  me  to  the  vicarage 
of  Bishopton  in  this  county,  I  cannot  but  think  this  a 
proper  occasion  for  conveying  to  you  the  seuse  of  gra- 
titude I  feel  towards  you,  not  only  for  benevolently  in- 
troducing  me  thirteen  years  ago  to  the  notice  of  Dr 
Bell,  but  also  for  that  uniform  kindness  and  condescen- 
sion  you  hâve  shown  to  the  whole  family.  Amidst  the 
high  gratification  you  must  enjoy  in  the  encomiums  of 
the  good,  the  learned,  and  the  great,  for  the  produc^ 
tiens  of  your  pure  and  lovely  muse,  deign  to  accept 
this  lowly  tribute  to  the  benevolence  of  your  heart. 

I  am,  honoured  sir,  with  great  respect  and  gratitude, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 
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Dr  Bell  to  the  Rev.  Sir  Francis  L.  Blosse. 

Januaiy  26,  1826. 

My  former  letter  was  "written  in  a  state  of  no  small 
perturbation,  occasioned  by  the  dispensation  of  Divine 
Providence  which  had  given  rise  to  it,  The  most 
tumultuous  reflections  arose  in  my  breast  from  the 
contemplation  of  my  having  lived  to  see  the  day  when 
the  measures^  which  appeared  to  me  essential  to  the 
salvation  of  such  a  country,  and  such  a  people  as  yours^ 
are  in  process  under  the  highest  auspices^  such  as  I 
hâve  in  every  situation  acted  with  ;  and  that  the  System 
of  éducation  which  it  bas  pleased  God  I  should  bave 
been  the  humble  instrument  of  having  given  to  the 
world,  is  at  last  thought  applicable  to  the  very  pur-» 
poses  for  which  it  is  fitted,  and  conformably  to  the 
sentiments  which  I  bave  long  felt^  and  the  projects 
which  I  bave  heretofore  submitted  to  those  who  ap- 
peared to  me  most  powerful  and  interested  in  carrpng 
them  into  effect. 

My  opinions  bave  been  often  expressed.  Tbey  now 
engross  my  thoughts,  and  form  my  dreams  by  day  and 
night;  for  I  sleep  and  dream  by  day  as  well  as  by  night. 

I  am  afraid  that  in  my  former  letter  I  expressed  my- 
self  too  strongly  under  the  impressions  of  the  moment, 
and  the  considération  of  the  numerous  instances  of 
failure  in  the  administration  of  the  National  System, 
(notwithstanding  its  unexampled  diffusion,)  owing  to 
causes  which  I  had  pointed  out  from  the  beginning, 
but  bave  hitherto  failed  in  entirely  obviating. 

From  thèse  reflections,  from  the  infinité  importance 

VOL.  nu  2  u 
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which  I  attach  to  the  office  of  schoolmaster  at  jonr 
institution,  I  could  not  but  greatlj  fear  the  not  being 
able  to  find  a  person  on  whom  I  could  confidentlj  réj 
for  so  momentous  a  charge  ;  the  full  succese  of  which^  I 
verily  believe^  dépends  upon  the  person  who  shall  fiO 
that  office.  But  on  subséquent  délibération^  there  bare 
occurred  to  me  two  or  three  persons  who  might  per- 
haps  suit  the  situation.  I  hâve  written  several  letters 
of  enquiries  ;  two  to  national  schoolmasters  themselyes^ 
one  of  whom  immediatelj  occurred  to  me  ;  but  I  de- 
spaired  of  bis  being  induced  to  quit  bis  présent  respect- 
able and  more  lucrative  station.  He  is  most  highlj 
estimable  and  respected  by  the  most  respectable  per- 
sons under  whom  he  acts^  and  by  ail  who  know  him. 
He  is  eminently  qualified^  and  is  perhaps  the  only  one 
for  whom  I  could  entirely  vouch.  I  bave  therefore 
thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  bend  my  utmost  efforts, 
to  persuade  him  to  allow  me  to  propose  him  as  a  can- 
didate. The  motive  I  bave  urged  is,  that  of  being 
infinitely  more  useful,  even  than  in  bis  présent  situar- 
tion,  where  bis  services  are  very  bénéficiai  and  hîghly 
estimated.  Nor  shall  I  be  wanting  in  employing  other 
inducements  (at  my  own  instance  and  expense)  which 
are  generally  most  successful  among  men.  I  hope  jou 
will  excuse  so  much  writing.  I  hâve  thought  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  to  you  thèse  preliminary  steps  in 
discharge  of  that  trust  committed  to  me.  Consider  my 
enthusiasm  on  this  subject,  and  believe  in  the  cordi- 
ality  with  which  I  would  promote  the  plans  of  your 
Society. 
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T>r  Briggs  to  Dr  Bell. 

Liverpool,  February  35,  1826. 

My  deax  Sir, 

Are  you  alive  ?  It  is  so  very  long  since  I  either 
8aw  or  heard  of  you,  that  one  might  almost  suppose  yoti 
were  not,  though  I  think  I  should  hâve  heard  had  it 
been  so.     I  will  therefore  conclude  you  are  safe. 

I  now  Write  on  a  matter  in  which  I  am  not  person- 
ally  interested  ;  but  in  which  I  do,  nevertheless,  take  a 
good  deal  of  interest.  Hère  is  a  black  boy,  one  of  the 
aborigines  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  whose  case  is,  I 
think,  of  some  importance,  as  connected  with  the  spread- 
ing  of  Christianity  through  the  instrumentaUty  of  the 
new  System  of  éducation.  You  will  probably  hâve  heard 
something  of  him,  as  I  understand  there  was  some  cor- 
respondence  between  Lord  Bathurst  and  the  late  lieu- 
tenant-governor  of  that  settlement.  Colonel  Sorrell,  as 
to  the  funds  from  which  he  might  be  supported  and 
educated  ;  and  as  it  did  not  appear  that  there  were  any 
that  were  available,  he  bas  been  maintained  only  by  the 
private  contributions  chiefly  of  one  family,  for  more 
than  three  years,  since  he  first  arrived  in  England. 
His  history  is  shortly  this.  While  Colonel  Sorrell  re- 
sided  as  lieutenant-governor,  it  being  thought  désirable 
that  there  should  be  some  intercourse  between  the  na- 
tives and  the  settlers,  a  man  and  woman  with  two  child- 
ron,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  were  come  upon  by  surprise  ;  the 
parents  fled,  leaving  the  children,  who  were  taken  by 
the  soldiers  and  conveyed  to  the  govemor  :  the  girl  soon 
died,  but  the  boy  remained  in  the  governor^s  house, 
where  he  learnt  English — to  read,  &c.     But  it  was 
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thought  he  might  be  made  more  useful  to  his  country* 
m  en,  if  he  were  sent  to  England  for  éducation  ;  and  a 
very  good  kind  of  man  agreed  to  take  charge  of  him  to 
Liverpool,  and  to  find  a  home  for  him,  if  nothiiig  better 
could  be  done.     On  his  arrivai,  however,  this  good 
man  found  his  own  affairs  sadly  embarrassed,  insomuch 
that  he  could  do  Uttle  or  nothing  for  his  proéfgi. 
But  it  happons  that  we  hâve  residing  hère  a  widow 
lady  of  the  name  of  Grose,  who  was  herself  twenty 
years  in  Van  Diemen's  Land,  and  whose  former  hus- 
band.  Colonel  Patterson,  was  himself  lieutenant-govern- 
or,  and  she   interested  herself  warmly  for  the  poor 
boy,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  supported  by  her  and 
some  of  her  most  intimate  friends  and  relations.    The 
person  with  whom  he  was  boarded,  a  Methodist  preach- 
er,  a  very  respectable  man,  (for  they  could  not  meet 
with  any  other  suitable  situation  for  him,)  has  altered 
his  own  arrangements,  and  can  no  longer  accommodate 
him  ;  and  at  présent  he  is  an  inmate  of  Mrs  Grose's 
house,  and  goes  to  a  day  school  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.     She  thinks  it  hard,  however,  that  the  whole 
burden  should  continue  to  rest  on  her  ;  and  if  no  bet- 
ter plan  can  be  devised,  she  says  she  must  take  the 
first  opportunity  to  hâve  him  sent  back  ;  but,  as  she 
says,  it  seems  a  pity.  Besides  the  boy  himself,  though  he 
talks  with  great  pleasure  of  going  back  again,  feels  that 
he  could  be  of  much  more  service  among  his  country- 
men,  if  he  had  more  éducation  himself.     Mrs  Grose 
describes  him  as  being  particularly  good-tempered  and 
docile  :  he  is  ignorant  of  his  own  âge,  and  speaks  no 
language  but  Ënglish.     He  appears  to  be  about  twdve 
years  old.     I  hâve  heard  him  read  the  psalms,  but  he 
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does  not  well  understand  what  he  reads.     Mrs  Grose 
tells  me  he  writes  decently. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  hèr  that  perhaps  he  mîght 
be  admitted  înto  the  Barrington  school  ;  and  /  bave 
been  requested  to  make  application  to  y(m.  I  pointed 
eut  to  Mrs  Grose  the  increased  difficulty  there  would 
be,  in  conséquence  of  the  vénérable  bishop  having 
recently,  according  to  the  newspapers,  had  a  paralytic 
stroke.  Seeing,  however,  that  for  some  time  he  cannot 
be  supposed  to  take  much  concem  in  the  admissions 
înto  that  school,  there  may  not  be  much  addition  of 
difficulty  on  that  account,  provided  there  be  no  other 
objection.  How  far  this  may  be  the  case,  of  course,  is 
not  for  me  to  say  ;  but  if  there  be  not,  I  make  myself 
quite  sure  that  you  will  think  it  an  opportunity  not  to 
be  neglected,  for  opening  a  way  among  those  benighted 
heathens  for  the  préparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace. 
Besides  it  is  the  particular  wish  of  Mrs  Grose  that  he 
should  be  connected  with  the  established  church  ;  and, 
in  fact,  if  he  be  sent  back,  she  would  consign  him  to 
the  particular  charge  of  Archdeacon  Scott. 


My  dear  Sir, 


Sir  James  Langham^  Barty  to  Dr  BelL 

Hftmpstead»  July  30,  1826. 


I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing,  on  Friday,  some  of 
the  masters  working  their  way  as  pupils  through  the 
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classes;  with  the  boys  and  others  who  had  gone  throagb 
ail  the  classes  as  pupil;^  now  acting  as  teachers  of 
small  divisions  of  the  several  classes^  according  to  their 
respective  merits.  In  the  Book  of  Masters^  submit- 
ted  weekly  to  the  commîttee,  we  are  to  hâve  two  co- 
lumns  appTopriated  as  a  register  of  the  employaient^  and 
consequentJy  of  the  merits,  of  each  master  ;  so  that  we 
shall  be  able,  I  hope,  to  avoid  déception,  and  the  injus- 
tice and  cruelty  of  sending  out  ignorant  and  lazy  fel- 
lows  as  active  and  experienced  teachers  of  misérable 
children  throughout  the  country.  I  vras  glad  to  hear 
Mr  Johnson  say,  that  the  masters  are  ail  angry,  and 
dislike  this  régulation;  and  I  was  equally  glad  to  hear 
him  observe,  that  the  displeasure  of  the  masters  was  a 
proof  of  its  utility. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyon, 

Me  of  Gigha,  Tainloan, 
Ârgyleshire,  25  th  Sept.  1826. 

My  dear  Lord, 

•  •»••• 

My  preferments,  and  my  unceasing  occupation, 
leaving  me  no  leisure,  as  I  thought,  for  any  thing  else 
— ^for  the  management  of  a  bouse,  and  servants,  and 
carriage,  and  horses — hâve  sunk  me  below  the  level  of 
the  schoolmasters,  whose  business  I  would  bave  done 
for  them,  and  incurred  the  odium  of  them  and  ail  around, 
and  that  blâme  and  reproach  for  honestly,  and  fearlessly, 
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and  earnestly  doing  my  du  ty,  which  they  generally  escaped 
by  management  and  quietly  neglecting  theirs.  Like- 
wise,  I  hâve,  laboured  incessantly,  morning,  noon,  and 
nigbt^  and  am  labouring  morning^  noon^  and  night^  in 
composing  a  Madras  pocket-book  of  one  or  two  sheets 
at  most — ^a  work^  as  compressed  from  tbe  last  manual^ 
your  lordship  could  bave  compiled  and  composed  in 
fewer  weeks  tban  it  bas  cost  me  years  ;  and  I  bave  not 
an  idea,  but  tbat  I  sball  expose  myself  to  mucb  censure 
and  reproacb  by  tbose  wbo  do,  and  by  tbose  wbo  do 
not,  know  better  ;  but  I  bave  a  conscious  feeling,  wbicb 
supports  me  under  tbis  certainty,  tbat  my  little  tract 
will  be  a  standard  in  distant  countries  and  distant  âges. 
It  can  contain  little  or  nothing  but  wbat  is  in  tbe  last 
édition,  scattered  bere  and  tbere  ;  but  I  bope  to  see  it 
condensed,  and  fendered  more  palpable  to  common 
apprebension 


Dr  BeU  to  Miss  Sarah  Williams. 

Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight, 
20th  Jan.  1827. 

My  dear  Pupil, 

I  bave  mucb  pleasure  in  congratulating  you  on 
your  approacbing  nuptials. 

I  most  cordially  wisb  you  ail  tbat  happiness  wbicb 
your  noble  patron  and  bonourable  patroness  anticipate 
for  you  ;  and  more  tban  tbis,  ail  wbicb,  in  my  opinion, 
you  deserve  for  yourself  and  your  cbosen  partner. 

AUow  me,  on  tbis  auspicious  occasion,  to  request 
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your  acceptance  of  a  small  token,*  to  be  sent  firom  Lon- 
don,  of  the  high  sensé  which  I  entertaîn  of  your  good 
conduct,  distinguished  merit,  and  valuable  services,  as 
preceptress  of  the  girls*  school  at  Penley. — I  am,  my 
dear  pupil,  your  sincère  friend.         .... 


The  Rev.  B.  W.  Bamjbrd  to  Dr  BeU. 

Sherburn  House,  17th  Julj  1829. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

The  détails  of  teaching,  in  our  lowest  dasses^  and 
the  progress,  may  not  be  such  as  would  influence  those 
who  really  know  what  they  are,  to  urge  them  for  adop- 
tion in  infsint  schools  as  préférable  to  what  is  there 
used  ;  I  do  not  say  that  the  directions  may  not  be  ex- 
cellent, but  certainly  the  progress  is  too  frequently  not 
satisfactory. 

Now,  the  upper  classes  of  infsint  schools,  as  to  âge 
and  natural  powers,  are  scaroely  cqual  to  the  lowest 
classes  in  the  National  schools.  But  is  there  any  corn- 
parison  as  to  what  the  two  sets  of  children  perform  ? 
Do  not  the  upper  children  in  infant  schools,  notwith- 

**  Â  Desk  with  this  ioscriptîon  : — 

The  Gîft  of 

The  ReT.  Db  Bell 

To  his  Meritorious  Pnpîl, 

Sabah  Williams, 

Eight  Yean  MUtress  of  the  Penley  Scfaoolf 

In  token  of  his 

Remembrance  and  Regard. 

1827. 
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standing   thé   want  of  order   and  method,    and  the 
gênerai  imperfect  teaching,  enter  into  their  business 
and  perform  their  tasks  with  much  more  interest,  spirit^ 
and  even  understanding^  than  our  lower  dasses  do? 
Their  progress  seems  to  be  much  more  advanced.   .     • 
The  greatest  number  of  National  scholars  hâve  re- 
ceived  parental  instruction  at  home.     Infant  schools,  if 
they  do  not  supersede  this,  are  meant  to  assist  it  ;  and 
might  be  conducted  so  as  to  be  preparatory  and  auxi- 
liary  to  National  schools.     I  see  many  advantages  in 
having  a  subordinate  department  in  ail  our  large  Na- 
tional schools,  for  children  who  are  too  young  for  our 
lower  department,  and  who  might  be  drafted  up  as 
they  advanced  in  progress  : — Ist,  Little  boys  would 
delight  to  corne  with  their  brothers.    2d,  Their  earliest 
habits  and  associations  would  be  connected  with  Na- 
tional schools.     3d,  This  would  secure  the  attendance 
of  the  greatest  number  afterwards.     4th,  There  would 
be  a  hope— an  excitement  raised — of  being  promoted 
to  the  higher  school.    5th,  There  would  not  only  be  ail 
the  advantages  of  présent  infant  schools,  but  also  a  firee- 
dom  from  much  foUy  and  nonsense  in  the  plan  of 
teaching  when  modified,  and  they  would  also  be  kept 
from  the  fangs  of  Dissent,  &c. 


Miu to  Dr  BelL 

Mount  Annan,  28th  Dec.  1829. 


My  dear  Sir, 

•  ••••• 

Tour  générons  donation  to  the  poor  in  this  neigh- 
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bourhood  will  be  the  means  of  doing  much  good^  and 
many  will  be  tbe  blessings  bestowed  upon  you  :  ît  will 
indeed  give  me  much  pleasure  to  be  the  instrument  of 
distributing  your  bounty,  and  we  ail  unité  in  offering 
you  our  best  thanks  for  your  kindness. 

Mamma  desires  me  to  say,  that  the  ten  pounds  you 
gave  to  the  widow,  Mrs  Struthers,  she  will  send  from 
''a  benevolent  friend,"  but  will  not  mention  your  name 
upon  that  occasion,  as  you  do  not  wish  it. 

Mamma  likewise  desires  me  to  mention,  that  in  the 
draft  for  the  £30,  the  name  of  the  banker  bas  been 
omitted.  We  should  therefore  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you 
would  bave  the  goodness  to  write  a  few  Unes  to  inform 
us  of  your  banker's  name. 


Miss  Stevens  to  Lord  Kenyon. 

Female  Orphan  Hoiise,  Circular  Road,  Dublin, 
December  29,  1829. 

My  Lord, 

Whilst  I  was  at  the  Central  school,  I  once  heard 
Dr  Bell  remark,  that  a  school  might  supply  itself  with 
lessons.  Whether  the  idea  came  to  me  right  or  wrong 
I  cannot  say,  but  it  never  left  me  ;  and  about  three 
years  ago,  ïrfter  having  combated  with  weariness  from 
a  répétition  of  the  same  subjects,  I  resolved  to  try  the 
plan  by  transposing  varions  subjects,  or  rather  adapt- 
ing  them  very  sîmply.  Then  I  folded  a  sheet  of  fools- 
cap  paper  into  eîght,  and  appointed  eight  writers  to 
write  them  fiiU  on  both  sides,  and  gave  thèse  lessons 
to  eight  girls,  who  were  to  learn  them,  so  as  to  be  able 
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to  Write  them  from  memory  on  their  slates  the  second 

morning  after  they  received  them,  by  which  means  the 

spelling  was  discovered.     The  same  eight  were  given 

to  another  party,  and  the  subject  contînued  in  a  second 

course  ;  and  so  on  until  the  first  eight  lessons  went  suc^ 

cessively  through  the  classes,  excepting  the  younger 

children,  who  became  so  désirons  of  thèse  extra  lessons, 

that  for  them  I  divided  the  paper  smaller,  and  they 

also  had  a  succession.     Thus,  from  the  little  expense 

of  four  sheets  of  writing-paper  every  week,  on  which 

my  upper  classes  write,   instead  of  in  copy  books, 

I  hâve  every  week  four  hundred  and  eighty  lessons  in 

circulation,  commencing  from  the  small  number  of  eight. 

The  conséquence  proved  is,  that  I  hâve  a  young  class, 

reading  in  the  Testament,  that  surprises  every  one  who 

hears  them.   Then  thèse  lessons  are  coUected  by  every 

monitress,  who  is  responsible  for  her  dass  ;  and  at  last, 

when  they  are  too  much  worn  for  use,  or  exhausted, 

then  we  paste  them  together  for  boxes,  book-covers, 

and  varions  uses.    Every  subject  they  learn  is  written 

in  a  register  of  my  own,  that  the  govemors  may  know 

what  is  doing 


Dr  Bell  to  Mrs  Tod  and  Mrs  M' Alisier  of  Cheltenham. 

Easter-day,  1830. 

My  dear  Ladies, 

The  early  Christians  were  wont  to  sainte  one  an- 
other this  morning, 

"  The  Lord  is  riscn." 

In  my  salutations  of  this  day,  I  cannot  forget  your 


684  LIFE  OF  DB  BELL. 

many  and  good  Christian  offices.  Ten  thousand  thanks 
for  jour  kind  interest  and  welcome  communications  of 
yesterday,  Can  I  see  you  after  church,  or  when,  and 
at  what  hour  ? — ^Ever,  my  dear  ladies  ail,  with  mnch 
regard,  your  most  affectionate  friend. 


R.  Souiheyj  Esq^  to  Dr  BelL 

LondoD,  ISth  NoTember  1830. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  enclose  for  your  perusal  a  letter  which  will  inte- 
rest you,  because  of  its  subject.  It  is  from  some  poor 
unhappy  man,  who,  according  to  his  own  account,  bas 
been  driven  mad  by  the  miseries  conséquent  upon  a 
bad  éducation,  and  the  barbarities  practised  upon  him 
by  his  tyrannical  school-feUows.  This  latter  evil  exists 
in  a  far  greater  degree  than  those  who  know  its  extent, 
and  could  and  ought  to  repress  it,  choose  to  acknow- 
ledge.  I  bave  received  other  letters  from  the  same 
person,  ail  in  the  same  strain,  and  with  no  other  due 
which  can  enable  me  to  trace  him,  than  what  the  seal 

may   afford,   and  the  post-mark  of .      Whe- 

ther  he  is  in  imprisonment  is  not  dear  ;  but  if  I  can  by 
any  means  find  him  out,  I  will  make  it  my  business  to 
see  him,  and  if  I  can  do  him  no  other  good,  gîve  him 
at  least  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  is  an  object 
of  commisération.  That  he  is  insane,  I  cannot  doubt. 
But  the  circumstances  which  dwell  so  strongly  upon 
his  mînd,  may  nevertheless  bave  their  foundation  in 
that  extrême  ill  usage,  which  is  permitted  in  most 
schools,  and  more  in  private  than  in  pubUc  ones.  .  •  . 
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Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Simthey,  Esc. 

Cheltenham,  November  15,  1830. 

My  dear  Sir, 

In  my  hasty  letter  of  yesterday,  in  order  to  save  the 
post^  I  had  not  time  to  teU  you^  that  if^  on  your  retum 
to  Keswick,  Lady  Burke  and  some  of  her  family  should 
be  with  me^  for  Sir  John  might  hâve  occasion  to  go  to 
Ireland  on  account  of  his  contested  élection  ;  or  if  Lady 
Maxwell^  the  sister-in-law  of  my  late  old  and  most 
respected  and  respectable  friend  General  Dirom^  lately 
deceased  and  deeply  lamented^  and  the  ladies  of  his 
family  should,  according  to  their  purpose^  be  with  me, 
I  can  readily  find  convenient  lodgings  for  you^  and 
Bertha  and  her  friend^  where  you  may  sleep  ;  and 
in  this  cottage  you  will  hâve  sitting-rooms  from  mor* 
ning  to  night.  Otherwise  it  would  be  exceedingly 
grateful  to  me  if  you  would  come  down  at  présent  as 
above^  for  as  many  days  as  you  can  spare,  while  my 
house  is  vacant  and  entirely  at  your  service. 

At  ail  events  I  présume,  for  reasons  which  will  here- 
after  approve  themselves  to  you,  to  solicit  with  renew- 
ed  eamestness,  and  the  utmost  importunity,  your  advice 
and  assistance  at  the  présent  conjuncture,  which  is  the 
best  I  can  hâve  for  my  présent  purpose,  which  I  can 
on  no  account  give  up. 

The  accompanying  address  to  the  king  will  show  you 
how  I  hâve  been  employed  during  my  late  résidence  at 
Westminster  ;  the  substance  of  which,  at  great  length 
and  at  intenrals,  during  the  last  years  of  the  late  reign, 
wafi  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Peel.     The  address. 
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as  it  now  stands^  without  the  addenda  and  notes^  were 
sent  up  by  the  servant  in  waîting  to  the  duke's  secre- 
tary  on  the  daj  of  its  date.  I  had  not  seen  eîtber  the 
duke  or  his  secretaiy.  My  request  was^  that  the  address, 
or  the  drift  and  scope  of  it,  should  be  communicated 
to  his  Majesty,  if  it  met  with  his  Grace's  approbation  ; 
and  the  reply  by  the  messenger  was,  that  an  answer 
should  be  sent  to  the  above  direction.  But  I  hare 
received  no  wrîtten  or  fiirther  acknowledgment.  At 
this  you  will  say  you  are  not  surprised^  at  such  a  period. 
Nor  indeed  am  I.  There  is  still  enough  of  the  torrent 
of  authority  in  hîgh  places^  orert  and  covert,  to  frighten 
evon  a  soldier  and  upright  statesman^  not  to  say  a 
sailor  and  downright  king.  But  still  I  cannot  think  it 
altogether  mal-apropoSy  seeing  my  years  draw  to  an 
end,  more  especially  with  the  note  which  I  hâve  now 
added  in  regard  to  slavery  in  the  West  Indies,  now 
the  subject  of  gênerai  interest — as  soon  may  be,  through 
your  instrumentality,  and  not  otherwise,  that  of  educa^ 
tion  in  gênerai,  of  the  necessity  of  which  you  baye  in 
your  hands  a  récent  exemplar. 

You  know  how  strong-headed  and  wrong-headed, 
but  not,  I  flatter  myself,  wrong-minded,  I  am.  I  can- 
not rest  till  something  shall  be  done  in  regard  to  the 
object  of  the  address  at  this  immédiate  crisis. 

I  trust  that  my  meaning  admits  of  but  one  con- 
struction; and  that  is  in  behalf  of  the  cause  which 
you  hâve  so  often,  so  strenuously,  and  so  ably  advo- 
cated.  Something  more,  however,  seems  to  me  abso- 
lutely  requisite  to  bring  the  subject  into  gênerai  notice 
— ^for  at  this  moment  it  is  Uttle  known  or  under- 
stood  by  a  great  majority  of  those  whom  it  concorns — 
and  to  make  a  due  impression  on  the  public  mind.     If 
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this  be  not  done^  I  shall  go  as  mad^  if  not  already  so^  as 
your  mad  letter-writer.     In  this  state  I  commit  myself 
entirely  into  your  hands,  versed  as  you  are  in  publica- 
tions, and  ignorant  as  I  am  of  them,  and  implore  your 
counsel  and  good  offices.     What  course  am  I  to  take  ? 
For  in  this  posture  I  cannot  stand  still;   nor  can  I 
flinch  or  retract  an  iota  of  the  facts  I  hâve  disclosed, 
and  the  truths  I  hâve  uttered.     Some  steps  I  feel  my- 
self bound  to  take,  by  every  tie,  human  and  divine,  till 
I  hâve  satisfied  my  own  mind  that  I  can  do  no  more 
to  any  good  purpose.     Shall  I  print  and  circulate,  or 
publish,  or  memorialize  Parliament?  or  better  than  ail, 
both  for  you,  and  for  me,  and  for  mankind,  will  you 
digest  or  rewrite  the  substance  of  the  address,  or  rather 
mémorial,  if  you  please,  in  such  a  manner  that  you  may 
pubUsh  it  in  a  pamphlet  by  Murray,  under  your  own 
name?    or  if  anonymous,  so  that  it  may  be  readily 
known  that  it  proceeds  from  your  hands  as  well  as 
mine  ;  and  I  hâve  no  doubt,  by  the  influence  of  your 
name,  expressed  or  understood,  and  by  your  power  of 
composition,  it  will  hâve  immédiate  and  gênerai  circu- 
lation, and  perhaps  go  through  several  éditions.     The 
publication  must  be  at  my  expense  and  risk  ;  and  the 
profits,  if  any,  to  go  to  the  person  to  whom  you  would 
most  wish  they  should  go — but  this  between  ourselves. 
When  will  the  next  Quarterly  Review  be  published? 
Can  this  production  form  a  brief  article  in  it  ?  It  could 
be  enlarged  to  any  extent  ;  but  the  shorter  and  pithier 
the  better.     The  only  condition  I  can  make  is,  that  I 
shall  see  the  essay  before  publication  ;  for  no  other  rea- 
son  but  that  I  may  tell  whether  every  point  is  in  per- 
fect  congruity  with  ail  I  hâve  written  and  done.     I  can 
only  add,  that  whatever  is  to  be  done  must  be  done 


688  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

qnickly.  This  opportunity  lost,  no  other  can  occar, 
when  such  essential  and  valuable  services  can  be  per- 
formed 


My  dear  Sir, 


jR.  Southey^  Esq.,  to  Dr  Betl. 

Keswijk,  15  th  Februaiy  1831. 


What  I  have  to  show  is,  that  mischief  îs  done,  not 
by  having  too  miich  éducation^  but  too  litde  ;  that  if  it 
were  gênerai,  it  would  no  more  make  the  children  of 
the  peasantry  above  their  station^  than  it  has  done  in 
Scotland  ;  that,  of  some  kind  or  other,  let  government 
do  what  they  will,  it  must  become  gênerai,  and  is 
becomîng  so  ;  and  that,  if  they  do  not  surround  theîr 
establishments  with  a  well-constructed  outwork  of 
national  schools,  nothing  can  save  them  and  their 
establishments  from  destruction.  It  was  no  &ult  of 
yours  that  this  was  not  done  many  years  ago;  and 
I  have  no  sin  of  omission  to  answer  for  upon  this 
score. 

Some  of  its  dangers  the  government  sees  very  dearly 
at  this  time  ;  but  does  not  so  clearly  see  its  way  out  of 
them.  They  intend  to  encourage  émigration;  and  a  biU 
for  that  purpose  has  been  drawn  up  by  very  able  heads. 
Something,  as  you  know,  will  be  proposed  about  the 
tithes,  with  the  assent  of  the  bishops  ;  and  I  think  we 
shall  have  poor  lands  in  cultivation  again,  either  by 
employing  the  poor  upon  them  for  their  own  support, 
if  peace  continues,  or  in  the  much  more  probable  case 
of  war,  because  we  shall  then  need  ail  the  produce  we 
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can  grow  ;  but  what  I  must  endeavour  to  imprefis  upon 
the  government  (in  wbatever  hands  it  may  be  vested) 
is^  tbat  tbere  can  be  no  safe  foundation  except  upon 
national  éducation  ;  tbat  tbere  is  no  otber  safe  alter 
native — no  otber  sure  preservative 


The  Rev.  Shaworth  Brown  to  Dr  BelL 

Wilson*8  Hospital,  Rathowen,  June  16,  1831* 

My  dear  Sir, 

Tt  is  so  long  since  I  bave  bad  tbe  pleasure  of 
bearing  of,  or  from  you,  tbat  I  am  anxious  to  know  bow 
you  are,  and  trust  you  may  be  enabled  to  say  you  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  good  bealtb.  You,  I  am  convinced,  will 
be  bappy  to  bear  tbat  we  continue  to  pursue  your 
most  valuable  System  witb  due  energy.  In  tbe  course 
of  seventeen  years,  I  bave  apprenticed  upwards  of  six 
bundred  well-educated  boys,  and  am  truly  bappy  to 
say  I  cannot  discover  any  wbo,  altbougb  perbaps  in 
bumble  situations,  are  not  respected  for  uniform  good 
conduct.  Many  of  my  boys  are  in  bigbly  respectable 
situations,  keeping  sbops  and  otber  establisbments  in 
Dublin  ;  and  one  of  my  boys  is  a  scboolmaster  on  tbe 
Madras  System,  witb  a  large  salary,  in  India.  AU  tbis, 
I  know,  will  aiford  you  satisfaction  ;  and  be  assured.  I 
attribute  tbis,  my  success,  entirely  to  your  unequaled 
System  of  éducation,  by  wbicb  I  bave  been  enabled  to 
sow  tbe  seeds  of  scriptural  instruction  in  tbe  bearts  of 
my  boys,  wbicb,  tbrougb  God's  grâce,  will  ensure  tbem 
bappiness  bere  and  bereafter.  Mr  Sowerby  is  well, 
VOL.  m.  2  X 
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and  proceeding  with  his  accustomed  steadiness.     The 

trustées  hâve  raised  his  salary  to per  year;  and 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  assure  you  that  he  fully 
merits  this  advance 


Mr  D.  Macaulay  to  Dr  Bell. 

Edinburgh,  21,  Dundai  Street,  18^1. 


Honoured  Doctor, 


Providence  has  blessed  you  with  riches,  and  a  mind 
disposed  to  benefit  your  fellow-creatures,  When  I 
read  in  the  newspapers  of  your  benevolent  intentions 
regarding  St  Andrews  and  Aberdeen,  I  prayed  that 
you  might  be  directed  to  extend  your  bounty  and 
kindness  to  some  other  needy,  more  needy,  quarters  of 
this  our  earth — say  to  some  forgotten  or  neglected  part 
of  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  or  even  to  Ireland,  where 
the  people  are  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.  Al- 
though  educated  for  the  church,  I  hâve  always  main- 
tained  that  the  schoolmaster  is  the  man  for  improving 
Society  more  than  the  clergyman,  and  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  his  species  ;  and  I  would  long  for  an  op- 
portunity  of  trying  the  experiment  on  some  barren, 
waste,  mental  région.  I  hâve  not  means  to  embark  in 
such  an  enterprise;  but  could  you  not  from  your  abun- 
dance  aid  me  in  my  wishes,  and  I  would  dévote  ail  my 
time  and  talents  to  ctiltivate  some  moral  wilderness, 
and  instruct  the  young,  and  train  them  to  knowledge 
and  virtue  ?  In  Ëngland,  I  am  told,  there  are  many 
places  where  schools  are  wanting.     Could  you  aid  me. 


F 
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raay  I  ask,  in  establlshing  a  school  any  where  on  the 
plan  tauglit  by  John  Wood,  Esquîre,  advocate,  Edin- 
burgh,  eîther  in  London  or  in  the  most  sequestered 
village  ?  I  hâve  had  fifteen  years'  expérience  in  teach- 
îng,  and  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the  way  éduca- 
tion is  conducted  hère.  I  can  give  you  the  very  best 
références  for  character  and  success  in  teaching,  if  you 
would  take  an  interest  in  establishing  for  me  a  school 
on  the  plan  called  "  intellectual/'  May  I  request  you, 
respectfully,  to  honour  me  with  a  few  sentences  from 
your  pen  on  the  subject  ?  To  you,  indeed,  I  hâve  long 
wished  to  be  known,  and  I  would  travel  a  long  way  to 
hâve  an  hour's  conversation  with  you  on  schools,  &c. 


Bev.  tVm.  Murray  to  Dr  BelL 

Dundee  Âcademy,  July  1,  1831. 


Révérend  Sir, 


I  find  from  actual  enumeration  that  there  are  just 
8146  scholars  in  ail  the  schools  of  this  town  put  toge- 
ther.  This  is  much  too  small  a  number  for  such  a 
great  population.  Hence  I  find  that  in  this  place  there 
are  many  who  hâve  never  learned  to  read  or  write.  It 
used  to  be  the  boast  of  Scotland  that  ail  the  inhabitants 
could  read  their  Bible.  This  is  the  case  no  longer. 
The  poverty  and  misery  çxperienced  by  many  in  our 
raanufacturing  towns  is  such,  as  to  prevent  hundreds 
from  acquiring  the  simplest  éléments  of  leaming  ;  and 
the  question  is — ^how  is  this  lamentable  evil  to  be  re- 
moved?     .     .     . 
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Prof  essor  Leslit  ta  Dr  BelL 

LondoA)  7th  July  1831. 

My  dear  Sir, 

So  many  years  hâve  passed  since  I  had  the  plea- 
sure  of  meeting  with  you,  that  I  almost  fear  you  bave 
lost  sight  of  me.  It  may  therefore  be  right  to  remind 
you,  that  I  hâve  been  several  years  Professer  of  Natural 
Fhilosophy  at  Edinburgh,  after  having  for  a  considérable 
time  fiUed  the  chair  of  mathematics.  I  bave  in  con- 
séquence produced  a  number  of  works  of  instruction 
on  those  subjects,  part  of  which,  I  présume,  you  may 
bave  seen.  On  ail  thèse  accounts  I  hâve  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  ail  that  concerns  the  éducation  of  the 
country. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  resist  the  impulse  of  warmly 
congratulating  you  on  the  very  princely  donation  you 
bave  lately  offered  to  St  Andrews.  It  will  embalm 
your  memory  as  one  of  the  greatest  and  wisest  bene- 
factors  of  your  country. 

I  trust  you  will  forgive  me,  bowever,  if  I  venture  to 
suggest  some  things  for  your  considération.  The  sum 
proposed  is  far  too  large  for  such  a  place  as  St  An- 
drews, which,  though  much  improved  of  late,  stands  in 
the  corner  of  a  peninsula,  with  a  very  limited  supply 
of  population.  Much  more  good  would  be  produced, 
and  less  chance  of  abuse,  if  branches  from  the  primary 
establishment  were  to  ramify  into  other  towns  of  Fife, 
such  as  Cupar,  for  instance,  or  Dunfermline.  Another 
higher  seminary  might  be  formed  at  Dundee,  or,  still 
better,  in  Edinburgh. 

I  am  sure  you  will  agrée  with  me  in  thinking  that 
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our  primary  schools  should  be  materially  improved.  I 
would  hâve  arithmetîc  taught  philosophically,  the  élé- 
ments of  geometry,  chronology,  and  geography,  with 
the  art  of  drawing.  It  would  even  be  advîsable  to  in- 
troduco  the  more  striking  parts  of  natural  history.  A 
séries  of  class-books,  very  varied  in  their  contents,  should 
also  be  drawn  up  by  men  of  superior  abilities,  who 
would  not  disdain  to  direct  their  talents  to  such  a 
meritorious  task. 

I  hâve  had  some  conversation  with  the  Lord  Clian- 
cellor  on  the  subject,  who  means  to  take  it  up  as  soon 
as  he  can  get  a  breathing.  It  would  give  me  sincère 
pleasure,  if  your  magnificent  establishments  should 
serve  as  a  model  for  the  national  éducation  of  Scotland. 

I  shall  remain  only  a  few  days  longer  hère.  But  if 
you  think  fit  to  honour  me  with  any  communication,  it 
may  be  sent  under  the  cover  of  General  Sir  R.  C. 
Ferguson,  M.  P. 

I  retum  to  Scotland  by  Wales,  and  might  be  tempt- 
ed  to  diverge  by  Cheltenham. 


Captain  Medley  to  Dr  BelL 

H.M.  Ship  Defence,  Shcerness, 
17th  Julj  1831. 

Révérend  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  on  a  subject 
which,  if  it  does  not  please,  I  hope  will  not  oflfend,  so 
as  to  deprive  me  of  your  pardon  for  the  liberty  taken. 
In  1823,  I  was  appointed  to  the  préventive  service  in 
Comwall  ;  the  place  I  was  sent  to  was  a  fishing  village 
called  Coverack  ;  tho  inhabitants,  with  children,  might 
amount  to  about  300.     Thèse  I  found  in  a  state  of 
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uncivilized  nature,  scarcely  to  be  supposed  în  a  place 
like  England.  By  degrees,  and  by  persévérance,  I 
gained  their  attention,  and  am  truly  happy  to  say,  their 
grateful  affection  ;  and  a  gentleman,  whom  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  name,  granted  me  £35  per  annum  for  five 
years,  as  an  experiment  towards  establishing  a  school 
there.  This  gentleman  fell  into  misfortune,  and  could 
not  continue  it  ;  but  by  economy,  and  the  occasional 
bounty  of  those  who  knew  of  the  school,  I  was  enabled 
to  hold  out  until  last  June^  when  the  exhaustion  of 
my  means  has  compelled  me  to  drop  the  child  of  my 
adoption. 

It  "vras  my  fîrst  intention,  had  I  continued  on  that 
station,  to  hâve  éndeavoured  to  hâve  built  a  school  ; 
for  this  purpose  I  wrote  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury,  who  kindly  directed  Dr  Walmsley  to  furnish  me 
with  the  forms  necessary  to  obtain  the  means.     I  had 
obtained  a  grant  of  land  for  the  term  of  1000  years  at 
peppercorn  rent,  and  the  estimate  to  build  was  £80, 
Unfortunately  the  village  was  remote  (three  miles)  from 
the  church  town,  and  the  clergyman  supine  and  averse 
to  its  establishment.    Notwithstanding  the  persévérance 
of  his  truly  excellent  neîghbours,  the  clergymen  of  the 
adjoining  parishes,  who  not  only  contributed  their  mite> 
but,  as  I  could  not  avail  myself  of  establishing  a  school 
on  the  national  plan  for  want  of  co-operation,   they 
benefited  by  the  advice  given  me  to  build  national 
schools  in  their  own  parishes.     In  order  to  carry  my 
plan  into  effect,  I  hired  a  school-room,  and  the  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society  gave  me  a  supply  of  books 
for  300  children  in  the  outset,  and  about  twelve  months 
ago,  a  further  supply.     In  1826  I  was  removed  to 
Norfolk,   and   in   1827  I  was   sent   to  the  coast  of 
Africa;    and  durîng  my  absence  the  most  excellent 


CORRESPONDENCE.  695 

Gountess  of  ^  my  adiniral's  wîfe,  and  a  Mrs 

Lloyd,  (now  no  more,)  superintended  the  school  ;  the 
money  was  thus  disposed  of  in  the  éducation  of  thirty 
boys  and  twenty-five  girls.  The  master  had  £20,  the 
mistress,  £lO,  and  £6  was  for  rental.  To  thèse  dis- 
bursements  the  penny  per  week  from  the  children  was 
added,  which  has  enabled  me  to  contîhue  the  school  so 
long  as  I  hâve,  beyond  the  five  years  from  1823.  The 
money  was  paid  into  Messrs  Brookes  and  Dixon,  in 
London,  to  the  account  of  the  Helston  bank,  for  the 
"  Coverack  British  and  Foreign  School  ;''  and  when 
the  salaries  became  due  I  gave  a  check  for  the  amount, 
and  whenever  opportunity  offered  I  visited  the  school, 
which  I  was  enabled,  until  lately,  to  do  from  residing 
at  Plymouth,  until  I  obtained  this  appointment  ;  but 
I  hâve  a  friend  residing  there,  an  officer  of  marines, 
who  cannot,  from  illness  of  health,  take  a  more  active 
part  than  personal  superintendence  and  occasionally 
writing  to  me,  so  that,  although  absent,  I  hâve  a  check 
on  its  proceedings  ;  and  to  mark  the  gratitude  of  thèse 
poor  people,  I  will  only  state  that,  on  my  arrivai  in 
England,  in  1829,  in  a  heavy  adverse  gale,  I  put  into 
Falmouth  (twelve  miles  from  this  place)  at  three  in 
the  afternoon,  and  at  three  in  the  morning  I  was 
roused  out  of  my  bed  by  thèse  poor  people  having 
come  on  board,  in  their  beats,  to  take  me  to  their  place, 
and  bringing  with  them  humble  tokens  of  their  grati- 
tude. In  1830  I  was  there,  and  I  with  much  pleasure 
state,  that  éducation  has  given  the  spur  to  industry,  and 
land,  heretofore  neglected,  has  been  brought  into  culti- 
vation  ;  the  habits  of  the  people  hâve  become  improved, 
and  I  hâve  with  pleasure  observed  their  religions  and 
moral  conduct  has  kept  pace  with  this  improvement. 
I  hâve  now  only  to  regret  that  my  funds  are  exhausted. 
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and  ail  must  fall  to  the  ground  unless  some  philan- 
thropist  will  step  forward  ^nd  rescue  the  school  ère  it 
is  too  late.  As  a  stranger,  I  cannot  expect,  sir,  you  to 
crédit  ail  I  hâve  said  ;  but  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I 
can  send  you  such  correspondence  as  will  convince  you 
that  I  am  not  imposing  on  you.  I  can  also  send  you  a 
very  pleasing  letler  I  received  from  a  boy  educated  în 
the  school,  now  settled  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  I 
can  further  refer  you  to  that  excellent  lady  the  Count- 

ess  of for  my  character.     I  am  too  humble  an 

individual,  being  but  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  and  I 
hâve  a  large  family  with  nothing  but  my  pay.  Thîs 
situation  precludes  me  from  giving  more  than  my  exer- 
tions  to  the  support  of  this  school,  having  been  îts 
founder.  If,  sir,  your  philanthropy  can  be  extended 
to  its  continuance,  a  time  may  come  when  it  may  be 
placed  on  a  more  permanent  footing.  It  bas  hitherto 
prospered  on  this  small  sum,  and  it  would  be  a  pity  to 
let  it  fall.     If  you  think  my  statement  worthy  of  your 

.  notice,  I  shall  be  bappy  to  give  you  every  further 
information  you  may  require  ;  if  not,  pardon,  sir,  the 
intrusion  and  liberty  taken  by,  &c. 

P. S. — I  take  the  liberty  to  add,  the  school  bas  been 
on  the  British  and  Foreign  School  plan,  they  having 
provided  the  manual  of  their  System,  and  books,  &c. 


J.  Goldingham^  Esq,y  to  Dr  Bell. 

Worcester,  20th  July  1831. 

My  dear  Sir, 

In  retum  for  your  valuable  publications,  allow  me 
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to  request  you  will  receive  a  Tolumo  containing  some 
papers  of  mine,  which  I  hare  sent  by  coach. 

In  our  conversation,  I  mentioned  the  principal  points 
relative  to  the  Government  Asylnm  press  at  Madras. 
Should  you  wish  replies  to  any  particular  questions,  I 
sliall  be  happy  to  give  them,  so  far  as  my  memory  in 
my  présent  state  of  mind  will  serve.  Poor  Adamson 
wrote  me  when  I  was  quitting  Madras,  as  also  other 
and  younger  men  belonging  to  the  department,  toge- 
ther  with  some  of  the  most  respectable  Indo-Britons 
not  of  the  department,  ail  brought  up  at  the  Asylum. 

Adamson  was  very  clever  and  intelligent,  but  latter- 
ly  his  nerves  appear  to  hâve  given  way  ;  and  I  heartily 
wish  he  could  hâve  saved  means,  and  bave  retired 
from  his  post  of  agent  to  the  press,  long  before  he  died. 
In  his  letter  he  writes — 

"  I  am  thankful  for  the  kind  ofFer  to  do  any  thing 
for  my  family  when  you  are  in  England,  and  request, 
if  you  should  ever  see  my  old  benefactor  Dr  Bell,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  tell  him  that  I  am  not  quite  un- 
worthy  of  the  faveurs  he  bestowed  upon  my  early  day. 
.     .     •     • 

"  To  express  to  you  the  grateful  feelings  I  entertain 
of  the  unwearied  kindness  you  hâve  shown  to  me 
during  the  long  period  of  my  best  days  is  impossible. 
Your  words,  and  your  precepts,  and  your  example  are 
treasured  up  in  my  heart  ;  and  when  we  talk  in  our 
house  of  former  friends  and  early  days,  the  inspecter  of 
my  maturer  time  will  be  most  highly  revered.**  He 
then,  poor  fellow,  begs  to  hâve  my  portrait  He  con- 
cludes  by  stating  that  he  should  wait  upon  me  to  take 
leave,  but  he  finds  he  cannot  do  it.  "  The  God  of 
mercies,*'  he  adds,  "  will  hear  the  prayers  of  grateful 
hearts  ;  and  the  blessings  of  families  will  attend  you 
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wherever  you  go.  I  could  add  much  more  to  what  I 
hâve  said,  but  my  poor  abîlities  fail  me."  The  above 
shows  mind,  and  no  ordinary  feelings.  I  had  indeed  a 
grcat  regard  for  the  writer. 

The  head  printer  and  compositors  write — ^^  We 
hâve  witnessed  and  experienced,  during  the  many  years 
we  hâve  been  under  your  care,  your  kindness  of  man- 
ner,  your  mildness  in  rebuking  those  deservîng  of  re- 
proof,  and  almost  paternal  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of 
us  ail.  Impressed  with  gratitude  for  such  faveurs,  we 
avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded  us  to  offer, 
coUectively  and  individually,  our  sincère  and  heartfelt 
thanks."  The  writers  conclude  with  wishes  for  my 
health  and  happiness,  &c. 

The  other  Indo-Britons,  inhabitants  of  Madras^ 
write — "  When  we,  the  undersigned,  contemplatc  with 
gratitude  the  condescensîon  with  which  you  bave  always 
notieed  us,  and  the  faveurs  you  hâve  shown  us  since 
we  had  the  honour  of  your  patronage,  we  cannot 
view  the  fast  approaching  day  of  your  departure  froin 
India  but  with  deep  regret.  It  is,  sir,  to  you  that 
some  of  us  ascribe  our  présent  advancement  in  life,  in 
having  kindly  permitted  us  at  ail  times,  and  upon  ail 
occasions,  to  bave  unreserved  access  to  you 

"  Sensible  as  we  are  of  the  benefits  we  bave  receivcd 
from  your  friendly  and  fatherly  interest  in  our  welfare, 
we  cannot  refrain,  sir,  from  conveying  to  you  thèse 
sentiments  on  the  présent  occasion.  With  feelings  of 
deeply  impressed  gratitude,  we  shall  always  cherish  a 
lively  sensé  of  respectfiil  attachment  to  you."  They 
trust  their  conduct  bas  met  my  approval,  and  conclude 
by  wishing  us  a  prospérons  voyage,  and  many  happy 
years. 

I  send  you  the  foregoing  extracts,  as  I  think  they 
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will  be  gratifying  to  you  ;  and  will  show  also  that  I 
hâve  not  been  neglectfiil  of  those  you  take  so  great  an 
interest  in.  I  mentioned  I  was  an  inspector  of  the 
Government  Asylum  press,  and  had  the  pleasure,  during 
the  interval  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  department,  of 
nearly  doubling  the  income  of  the  charity. 

I  hâve  just  received  a  long  letter  from  Law,  who 
built  the  Vepery  church,  so  highly  spoken  of  by  the 
late  bishop,  (Heber,)  and  mentroned  in  one  of  your  pub- 
lications.    With  a  praiseworthy  spirit  Law  improved 
the  plan,  and  executed  the  édifice,  in  a  way  to  entitle 
him  to  great  crédit  ;  but  in  a  way  not  originally  intend- 
ed  in  his  contract.     Like  a  élever,  sanguine,  young 
man,  he  did  not  suflSciently  consider  conséquences  to 
himself  as  related  to  outlay  ;  and  the  resuit  is,  that  he 
expended  a  great  deal  more  than  his  contract  autho- 
rized  him  to  expend,  and  I  fear  is  almost  a  ruined 
man.     The  committee  at  Madras  gave  him  as  much  as 
they  possibly  could,  consistently  with  their  duty  ;  but 
he  is  still,  if  I  remember  right,  about  20,000  rupees 
minus,  this  including  a  reward  for  his  trouble — the 
édifice,  at  the  same  time,  having  cost  a  small  sum  (not 
much  more  than  half  perhaps)  compared  with  the  usual 
cost  of  such  édifices  at  Madras.     I  was  a  member  of 
the  committee,  and  wish  it  were  in  my  power,  indi- 
vidually,  to  give  him  aid;  but  my  long  résidence  in 
India  bas  hardly  allowed  me  the  means,  aided  by  a 
small  pension,  of  taking  common  care  of  my  family.    I 
am  thankful,  however,  for  being  allowed  a  little  rest 
towards  the  close  of  an  anxious,  and,  as  regards  the 
mind  in  particular,  of  a  laborious  life. 

I  cannot  but  look  forward  to  a  favourable  change  as 
regards  your  voice  ;  sincerely  hopîng  for  such  a  change. 
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and  that  your  health  and  raluable  life  may  continue^ 
in  which  hope  Mrs  Goldingham  and  my  family  join^  I 
remain^  &c. 


Profiswr  Leslie's  suggestions  to  Dr  BelU 

Abottt  tbe  24th  or  25th  July,  1S31. 

Dr  Bell  bas  shown  such  spontaneous  generosity, 
that  I  hesitate  to  encroach  fiirther  on  bis  goodness; 
but  as  be  seems  to  désire  ail  sort  of  communications^  I 
merely  venture  to  drop  some  bints. 

Would  Dr  Bell  be  inclined  to  institute  a  medal  for 
tbe  bigber  students  of  Natural  Pbilosopby  in  Edin- 
burgb  ?  Dr  Fellowes,  wbo  had  tbe  bequest  of  Baron 
Masere's  fortune,  gave  at  my  désire,  for  two  or  tbree 
years,  medals  to  tbe  students  of  two  years'  standing  ; 
but  tbe  donation  was  discontinued.  Migbt  not  Dr 
Bell,  for  tbe  promotion  of  knowledge  and  science, 
présent  some  valuable  instrument  to  tbe  Physical 
Cabinet  of  Edinburgb,  wbicb  would  remain  a  monu- 
ment of  bis  taste  and  liberality?  Dr  Fellowes  bas 
already  done  so  to  tbe  extent  of  aboyé  £150.  Tbe 
fact  is,  tbat,  witb  a  splendid  set  of  apartments,  we  bave 
scarcely  any  funds  to  stock  tbem.  I  bave,  from  my 
own  purse,  advanced  above  £400,  for  wbicb  I  bave 
not  received  any  interest  ;  nor  is  tbere  any  prospect» 
for  a  long  time  to  corne,  that  our  difficulties  sball  be 
removed. 

Finally,  would  Dr  Bell,  on  considering  tbe  matter 
deliberately,  be  inclined  to  adopt  my  views  in  founding 
a  professorsbip  of  tbe  tbeory  and  opération  of  com- 
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merce  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  ?  This  might 
give  the  lead,  and  Glasgow  wonld  foUow.  I  am  con- 
fident that  it  could  be  made  a  delightful  class^  which 
would  be  crowded  by  students  of  ail  ranks^  from  boys 
to  young  lawyers  and  great  proprietors  ;  and  it  would 
dlfRise  a  taste  for  obserration  and  sound  thinking. 
The  Bum  of  £2o00  wonid  be  sufficient,  vested  in  pub- 
lic securities^  or  lent^  as  was  the  case  in  founding  the 
Agricultural  Chair,  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  The 
patronage  to  be  settled  in  any  way  Dr  BeU  shaJl  think 
fit. 

Primart  Schools. 
In  addition  to  what  is  commonly  taught,  to  be  in- 
troduced  in  the  more  adyanced  classes — 

1.  Eléments  of  natural  history,  to  be  elucidated  by 
a  small  sélect  cabinet, 

2.  Arithmetic  in  a  more  philosophical  form,  palpable, 
figurative,  and  mental.  The  latter  mode  common  in 
Germany,  and  of  great  practical  use.  The  palpable  is 
calculated  to  give  very  clear  ideas,  It  was  much  re- 
lished  by  the  students  in  Edinburgh»  and  I  liave  always 
designed  to  reduce  my  book  into  a  narrower  compass, 
expressly  for  the  use  of  schools. 

3.  Eléments  of  geometry.  The  substance  may  be 
reduced'into  a  more  compendious  form,  as  I  hâve 
shown,  without  departing  from  accuracy.  It  is  a  mis- 
take  to  suppose  that  young  minds  are  not  susceptible 
of  such  éducation  ;  for  I  always  found  that  boys  made 
the  greatest  progress  in  msthematical  studies. 

4.  I  would  hâve  the  study  of  chronology,  as  con- 
nected  with  history,  always  foUow  arithmetic,  and  that 
of  geography  to  succeed  to  geometry.  Both  of  thèse 
acquisitions  are  equally  important;   and  nothing  can 
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be  more  absurd  than  to  attempt  to  teach  geography 
without  a  knowledge  of  geometry. 

6.  The  simple  art  of  drawing,  perhaps  merely  by  the 
pen,  would  be  of  immense  advantage  even  to  the 
humblest  youth,  in  ail  the  détails  of  the  practical  arts, 
and  might  lead  to  higher  aspirations. 

6.  In  a  higher  class,  the  science  of  commerce  might 
be  taught  with  great  effect.  It  should  indude  the 
theory  of  political  arithmetic^  of  political  economy,  the 
knowledge  of  exchanges  and  transfers,  the  nature  of 
the  productions  of  différent  climates,  and  the  arts  and 
manufactures  of  différent  countries  ;  the  several  sorts, 
the  modes  of  transfer,  and  expense  of  voyages,  &c.  In 
short,  this  subject  would  include  a  most  interesting, 
varied,  and  instructive  course.  It  would  be  a  very  fit 
object  for  a  chair  in  one  of  our  universities  ;  and  one 
of  my  friends  had  actually  resolved  to  found  such  a 
professorship  at  Edinburgh,  when  some  losses  he  sus- 
tained  in  assisting  friends  during  the  spéculations  of 
1826,  discouraged  him  from  the  design. 

In  teaching  languages,  whether  ancient  or  modem, 
English,  French,  or  Latin,  only  short  grammars  should 
be  used — ^perhaps  not  exceeding  two  or  three  sheets. 
Nothing  can  be  more  galling  or  preposterous  than  the 
usual  mode  of  loading  the  memory  with  long,  barba- 
rous,  and  absurd  grammar  rules,  which  only  retard  the 
acquisition  of  the  language,  destroy  ail  its  beauties  by 
tasteless  mechanical  associations,  and  are  forgotten  as 
soon  as  by  practice  the  language  has  become  familiar. 

With  regard  to  girls,  those  of  every  order  should,  I 
think,  be  taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  But 
should  any  of  them  show  an  inclination  for  higher 
studies,  I  see  no  harm  in  giving  them  a  similar  educa- 
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tlon  to  the  boys.  Perhaps^  in  some  cases,  it  might  be 
advantageous  to  put  the  more  aspiring  in  the  same 
classes  with  the  boys,  which  would  excite  a  useful 
degree  of  émulation.  As  far  as  I  hâve  observed,  clever 
girls  make  a  more  rapid  progress  than  boys,  though 
their  acquisitions  are  seldom  so  solid  or  durable. 

In  leaming  languages,  the  great  matter  is  to  set  the 
pupils  on  a  varied,  extensive,  and  interesting  course  of 
reading  or  translating,  and  seldom  to  interrupt  them 
by  grammatical  punctilios.  If  a  large  grammar  be 
ever  admitted,  it  should  be  considered,  like  a  dictionary, 
merely  as  a  book  of  référence. 

A  great  desideratum  in  schools  is  a  proper  sélection 
of  spécimens  of  composition.  Besides  religions  and 
moral  subjects,  passages  from  poets  or  orators,  we 
should  hâve  an  extensive  sélection  in  history,  biography, 
natural  history,  the  mechanical  arts,  manufactures, 
navigation,  and  commerce.  It  would  be  of  national 
importance  if  men  of  higher  talents  would  lend  their 
aid  to  this  design.  We  hâve  too  many  poor  collections 
already,  produced  by  ordinary  schoolmasters  for  the 
love  of  gain,  as  accompaniments  to  their  pondérons 
grammars.  I  think  the  leading  spirits  of  the  âge 
would  concur  in  the  plan,  which  would  so  greatly  expe- 
dite  and  render  efficient  the  business  of  éducation.  I 
should  propose  that  those  grammars  and  school  sélec- 
tions should  be  stereotyped,  and  furnished  in  such  por- 
tions  as  should  be  wanted  at  a  penny  a  sheet.  A  boy 
need  not  hâve  more  at  a  time  than  would  serve  him 
half  a  year.  Nothing  can  be  so  waste^l  or  preposte- 
rous  as  to  put  into  a  boy's  hand  a  thick  volume,  which 
is  generally  thumbed  and  useless  before  a  score  of 
pages  hâve  been  studied. 
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With  regard  to  scliool  discipline^  I  hâve  litde  to  add 
to  what  you  hâve  so  well  stated.  If  things  be  well 
conducted^  the  master  will  very  seldom  hâve  occasion 
to  interpose  his  authority.  I  dîsapprove,  however,  of 
ail  complicated  Systems,  which  not  only  embarrass  the 
pupils,  but  are  apt  to  narrow  their  minds,  and  beget  a 
disposition  to  set  a  value  on  trifles.  The  détails  of 
discipline  should  occupy  the  smallest  portion  of  their 
time  and  attention. 

The  grand  stimulus  to  ezertion  would  be  a  strict 
annual  examination,  conducted  by  an  ambulatory  com- 
mission of  persons  of  superior  rank  and  endowments^ 
who  should  draw  from  the  ranks  one  or  two  pupils 
that  showed  the  greatest  talent,  zeal,  energy^  and  pro- 
gressa and  breathed  the  aspirations  of  genius.  Thèse 
youths  should  be  presented  with  exhibitions  to  one  of 
the  universities.  They  should  choose  the  university 
they  would  prefer  for  any  year  ;  and  the  exhibition  to 
be  renewed  annually,  according  as  they  continued  to 
receive  favoiurable  reports  from  their  professors.  Such 
a  plan  vrould  form  the  élite  of  our  youth,  and  coUect  a 
body  of  talents  and  exertion  of  immense  national  im- 
portance ;  for  I  hâve  no  doubt  that  the  plan  would  be 
adopted  soon  very  generally  in  ail  our  schools.  Our 
présent  bursaries  do  more  harm  than  good,  and  only 
tend  to  overload  and  dégrade  literature. 

To  prevent  local  caballing,  it  would  be  expédient  to 
conjoin  one  or  two  independent  gentlemen  with  the 
ordinary  patrons,  such  as  the  provost,  ministers,  or 
town-clerk.  The  adjuncts,  from  their  distance  and  con- 
dition of  life,  are  presumed  to  be  free  from  the  atmo- 
sphère of  local  préjudices;  and,  in  order  to  préserve 
and  invigorate  the  working  of  the  gênerai  System  of  the 
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schoolis,  ît  would  be  necessary  to  appoint  some  persons 
of  the  highést  authority  in  rank  and  learning  to  super-» 
intend  the  whole,  to  inspect  occasionally,  and  to  décide 
in  ail  disputed  cases.  This  duty  should  not  be  viewed 
as  an  empty  honour,  but  should  be  undertaken  with 
sincerity  and  zeal.  Perhaps  the  charge  of  inspection 
would  be  best  entrusted  to  the  examiners,  with  the 
assistance,  perhaps,  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  the 
Procurator  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

As  I  am  convinced  that  Dr  BelPs  benevolent  plans 
will  tend  to  a  speedy  amélioration  of  our  national  édu- 
cation, might  it  not  comport  with  his  liberality  to  assist 
the  parochial  schoolmasters  ?  This  bounty  may  be  con- 
fined  to  certain  counties  at  first,  and  only  the  country 
parishes.  An  annual  sum  to  be  divided  among  the 
echoolmasters  according  to  the  number  of  their  scholars, 
as  certified  by  the  presbyteries,  kirk-sessions,  or  justices 
of  the  peace,  with  some  powers  of  limitation  by  the 
examiners.  The  schools  to  enjoy  such  a  bounty,  to  be 
subject  to  inspection  by  the  gênerai  examiners,  or  by 
persons  deputed  by  them  for  that  spécial  purpose. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyan. 

Cheltenham,  28 th  Aug.  1831. 

Ever  since  your  lordship*s  most  kindly  and  com- 
fortable  visit,  I  hâve  been  overpowered  by  a  load  and 
variety  of  occupations  and  distractions,  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  describe  without  much  leisure,  of  which  I 
hâve  none. 

VOL.  m.  2  Y 
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My  constitution  seems  to  give  way,  and  my  health 
and  strength  fast  to  décline;  and  I  trust  Âlmighty 
God,  by  his  grâce,  will  enable  me  to  submit  with  pa- 
tience and  résignation  to  his  holy  will,  that  tbese  light 
afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  may  work  out 
a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  in 
that  mansion  of  everlasting  rest,  where  pain  and  sorrow 
are  no  more,  and  where  sJl  tears  shall  be  wiped  firom 
our  eyes  for  ever. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  evils  with  which  society  is 
assailed  bave  been  brought  on  by  that  éducation  which 
might,  at  first,  bave  prevented  them. 

My  latter  days  are  devoted,  as  the  former  were,  to 
the  work  for  which  I  seem  to  bave  lived.  In  good 
report  and  bad  report,  afflictions  from  within  and  strug- 
gles  from  without,  it  bas  been  my  unceasing  aim,  as 
your  lordship  well  knows,  to  disseminate  that  discovery 
and  perpetuate  this  System. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  I  can  never  cease 
to  lament  the  worse  than  neglect  shown  to  this  power- 
ful  engine  by  the  govemment  of  the  country,  and  by 
most  of  our  scholastic  institutions.  It  is  not  now  easy 
to  retrieve  the  evils  which  bave  ensued,  or  to  preyent 
those  which  may  ensue.  So  much  the  more  incum- 
bent  is  it  on  me  to  adopt  further  measures  for  this  pur- 
pose,  such  as  will  be  seen  in  subséquent  events.  The 
ills  which  timely  measures  might  bave  averted  may  be 
seen  in  the  reports  of  the  National  Society,  and  other 
Madras  reports,  wherein  are  reeorded  the  blessîngs, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  which  it  is  fitted  to  confer,  and 
which  it  actually  bas  conferred,  when  duly  administered. 
A  summary  of  my  vîews  and  proceedings,  down  to  the 
présent  period,  are  reeorded  in  my  late  publication,  the 
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"Englîsh  School,"  1831.  There  it  will  be  seen  that, while 
my  health  admitted  of  my  personal  Visitation  and  in- 
struction of  schools,  in  various  quarters  I  occupied  my- 
self  in  the  work,  and  détails  of  the  success  of  the 
measures  pursued  in  this  undertaking^  especially  in 
England^  to  which  I  had  devoted  my  main  attention  ; 
and  there,  too,  it  may  be  seen  that,  with  my  loss  of 
liealth,  I  had  accomplished  ail  within  my  power  in  the 
southem  parts  of  this  island. 

I  am  once  more  to  solicit  your  lordship's  attention 
towards  the  completion  of  the  task,  to  the  furtherance 
of  which  you  hâve  so  long  and  so  eamestly  bent  your 
utmost  efforts.  I  call  on  your  lordship  not  only  as  an 
old  and  warm  friend,  but  also  on  the  score  of  the  par- 
amount  importance  of  the  work,  which  you  hâve  ail 
along  duly  appreciated  and  supported. 

I  must  stop  hère  for  the  présent* 


Mr  Forster  to  Dr  Bell. 

Blae-coat  Hospital,  Liverpool, 
14th  September  1831. 

Révérend  and  respected  Sir, 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •• 

I  fervently,  most  sincerely,  pray  the  Almighty,  in 
his  infinité  goodness  and  mercy,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  prolong  your  life  beyond  the  usual  period 
of  human  existence — that  he  would  commandyoz^r  sun 
to  recède  ten  degrees,  as  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  in 
order  to  direct  the  progress,  and  witness  more  fuUy  the 
universal  adoption,  of  the  System,  and  the  final  accom- 


708  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

plishment  of  the  warraest  wishes  of  your  enlightened 
mind  and  truly  philanthropie  heart.     .... 

I  am  thoroughly  convînced  that  so  little  has  yet  been 
done  in  comparison  to  what  may  be  accomplished,  by 
a  strict  adhérence  to  the  simple  principle  of  "  Mutiial 
Tuition/'  that  I  hâve  a  strong  aversion  to  giving  fiirther 
publicity  to  any  reports  of  my  own  school^  except  what 
I  do  in  confidence  to  yourself  or  to  my  Lord  Kenyon, 
to  whose  strenuous  and  uninterrupted  support,  for  so 
long  a  période  no  little  portion  of  its  success  îs  most 
justly  to  be  attributed.  Boys  may  be  taught  to  do  or 
comprehend  any  thing  that  the  human  capacity  is 
capable  of  perceiving  or  attaining  to  ;  but  the  great 
mistake  in  schools  is,  driving  instead  of  leading  them. 
What  a  misfortune  that  the  "Ludus  Literarius"  is  not 
to  be  found  constantly  in  the  hands  of  every  schooU 
master  in  the  kingdom  !  I  bave  little  to  do  in  my  own 
school  but  attend  to  the  invitations  of  my  teachers,  to 
examine  the  proficiency  of  their  respective  classes,  and 
encourage  or  adviso  where  such  stimulants  may  be 
thought  necessary.  It  is  nevertheless  true,  that  neither 
the  boys  nor  myself  are  ever  satisfied  with  what  has 
been  done.  We  bave  a  very  nice  library  for  the  en- 
couragement of  those  who  are  fond  of  readîng,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  customers. 


f 
Hugh  Cleghom^  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Wakefield  by  St  Andrews,  6th  October  1831. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 

I  was  highly  gratified  by  your  kind  remembrance 
of  me,  and  your  interesting  enquirics  after  one  who,  I 
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can  assure  you,  bas  never  forgotten  you.  I  am  verging 
to  the  eightieth  year  of  my  âge  :  and  1  hâve  reason  to 
thank  the  great  Creator  and  Sustaîner  of  universal  na- 
ture, that  I  hâve  passed  such  a  multitude  of  years  with 
as  Uttle  mental  anxiety  and  bodily  infirmities  as  fall  to 
the  lot  of  roost  men. 

Since  I  hâve  taken  the  pen  in  my  hand,  (which  I 
wield  with  great  difficulty,)  I  cannot  lay  it  aside  till  I 
hâve  expressed  rather  my  delight,  than  my  surprise, 
with  your  magnificent  endowments.  With  the  parti- 
culars  as  relating  to  this  corner,  my  little  connexion 
with  it  prevents  me  from  hearing  much  ;  and  my  con- 
firmed  deafness  prevents  me  hearing  ail  that  is  told 
me.  I  know,  however,  enough  to  excite  my  admira- 
tion of  that  gênerons  and  unequaled  appropriation, 
even  in  your  own  lifetime,  of  part  of  those  great  funds 
which  years  of  successful  exertion,  high  talents,  and 
universal  professional  esteem,  hâve  enabled  you  to 
acquire. 

Of  the  elementary  and  most  useful  System  of  éduca- 
tion upon  which  ail  further  progress  dépends,  you  are 
confessedly  the  founder  and  the  patron.  You  hâve 
lived  to  soe  its  advantages  universally  acknowledged 
and  universally  adopted.  It  might  now  be  considered 
as  an  emancipated  child,  capable  of  maintaining  and 
supporting  itself  ;  y  et  still  the  wealth  of  the  parent  can 
never  be  so  jusUy  bequeathed,  as  in  securing  the  welfare 
and  independence  of  a  promising  offspring.  I  bave 
only  turned  over  a  few  pages  of  Pestalozzi's  ^^  Plan  of 
Education."  I  can  therefore  say,  as  yet,  little  con- 
ceming  it.  It  appears  to  counteract  the  order  of 
nature.  It  may  be  of  partial,  but  cannot  be  of  gênerai, 
utility.     Its  author  is  an  enthusiast;  and,  like  most 
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enthusîasts,  his  System  displays  more  geiiius  than  prac- 
tical  utility.  But  it  is  rash  to  pronounce,  when  I  hâve 
not  yet  passed  the  70th  page.  It  was  published  thîs 
year  ;  and  is  well  translated  from  the  German  by  a  Dr 
Biber,  whom  I  take  to  be  a  Catholic. 

Your  endowments  for  the  schools  and  the  improve- 
ment  of  St  Andrews,  which  has  every  reason  to  boast 
of  being  the  place  of  your  bîrth,  will,  I  am  confident, 
be  most  faithfuUy  and  judiclously  applied.  Whether, 
and  to  what  extent,  your  liberalîty  has  been  bestowed 
on  the  university,  I  hâve  not  heard.  To  infuse  new 
spirit  and  life  into  decaying  institutions,  is  perhaps  as 
impracticable  as  the  unsuccessful  experiment  of  trans- 
fusing  new  blood  into  the  human  body.  The  Roman 
poet,  in  the  âge  of  Augustus,  sang  the  immortality  of 
the  Roman  world  ;  but  human  institutions,  like  their 
founders,  carry  in  their  bosoms  the  seeds  of  mortaJity, 
and  when  the  destined  era  is  come,  the  fates  are  ready 
with  their  destroying  sheers. 

I  am  afraid  your  aima  mater  is  approaching  to  the 
décrépitude  of  âge.  Let  us  suppose  that  you  and  I 
are  engaged  in  one  of  our  former  Attic  conversations  ; 
and  try,  if  possibly  any  remedy  could  be  resorted  to, 
which  could  prolong  the  existence  and  renovate  the 
vîgour  of  the  old  lady. 

We  ought,  first,  to  consider  the  advantages  which  St 
Andrews  possesses  as  a  seat  of  éducation  ;  and  second- 
ly,  the  drawbacks  to  which  it  is  exposed.  Many  cir- 
cums  tances  are  in  its  faveur.  AU  that  it  professes  to 
teach  is  well  taught.  The  situation  is  healthy.  The 
youth  there  are  little  exposed  to  extravagance,  dissipa- 
tion, or  disease.  What,  then,  are  the  obstacles  with 
which  it  has  to  contend,  and  how  may  thèse  be  conn- 
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teracted  ?     Its  chief  drawback  is  its  physical  situation. 
From  the  south  and  east^  students  are  intercepted  by 
the  university  of  Edinburgh  ;  Glasgow  întercepts  them 
from  the  west  ;  and  from  the  north  they  are  stopped  by 
Aberdeen^  and  the  impassable  boundary  of  the  German 
océan.     It,  moreover,  educates  no  young  men  for  any 
of  the  learned  professions  except  theology;   and  its 
manufactures  are  confined  to  the  making  of  golf- halls 
and  Presbyterian  pastors.     How  are  thèse  inconve- 
niences  to  be  removed,  and  students  induced  to  fre- 
quent  a  collège  so  well  adapted  for  the  objects  of  study  ? 
At  présent  it  chiefly  dépends  on  the  number  of  its 
bursaries  ;  and  it  would  naturally  occur  that  the  num- 
ber of  thèse  would  increase  the  number  of  students. 
True.     But  ail  thèse  bursaries   are   of  small  value^ 
mostly  of  only  £10  a-year,  and  are  solicited  only  by 
such  whose  ambition  is  confined  to  be  teachers  of  a 
country  school^  or  by  good  fortune  to  obtain  a  country 
kirk.     Such  exhibitions  can  be  no  object  to  the  sons 
of  gentlemen  :  few,  therefore,  of  this  description^  rank 
among  its  students  ;  and  of  thèse  a  portion  is  sent  in 
despair  to  St  Andrews^  as  to  a  literary  Siberia.     It 
strikes  me  that  the  founding  of  some  exhibitions  of 
much  higher  value  than  any  now  enjoyed^  would  be 
attended  with  many  great  advantages.     Suppose  some 
of  £60  per  annum^  and  a  few  even  above  that  sum^ 
were  endowed^  the  next  object  will  be,  in  whose  hands 
is  the  patronage  to  be  invested.     Those  for  £50,  or 
under,  might  be  entrusted  to  the  members  of  the  United 
Collège,  to  be  conferred  upon  a  comparatiye  trial  ;  and 
upon  the  express  condition  that  the  professprs  of  Greek 
or  Latin  from  one  of  tlie  other  universities  should  at- 
tend, and  YOte  on  the  trial  of  the  candidates,  to  prevent 


712  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

partial  or  family  collusion.  Thèse  bursariea  to  continue 
for  four  years, 

The  few  bursaries  above  £50  a-year  to  be  continued 
for  ten  years,  upon  condition  that  the  last  two  or  three 
years  shall  be  past  in  foreign  travel.     Who  are  to  hâve 
the  patronage  of  thèse  last  ?  Not  surely  the  masters  of 
the  university.     It  would  be  a  temptation  for  them 
to  monopolize  what  was  intended  for  the  country  at 
large,  as  a  provision  for  their  own  families.     Thîs  pa- 
tronage ought  to  be  placed  in  permanent,  but  high 
officiai  hands,  say  the  Lord  Président  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  the  Lord  Justice-Clerk,  the  Episcopal  Bishop 
of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Bishop  who  may  be  the  elected 
primas  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Scotland.     A  great 
share  of  the  patronage  thus  invested  in  the  bisbops  would 
induce  many  gentlemen  of  the  Episcopal  communion 
to  educate  their  sons  at  St  Andrews,  and  to  réside 
there  themselves.     The  accession  of  such  respectable 
men  would  give  illustration  to  the  congrégation  of  which 
they  are  members,  and  produce  a  gênerai  influence  on 
national  fcelings,  where  the  better  educated  ranks  are 
by  no  means  hostile  to  the  Church  of  England, 

The  expectation  of  enjoying  such  a  libéral  provision 
for  the  éducation  of  their  sons,  would  draw  many  stu- 
dents  of  the  higher  orders.  of  society  to  St  Andrews, 
would  give  the  university  new  life  and  vigour,  stimu- 
late  the  exertions  of  the  teachers,  and  extend  the  ré- 
putation of  the  collège,  which  might  thus  become  the 
literary  resort  of  the  first  young  men  of  the  country. 

AU  this,  my  good  friend,  is  a  vision  which  I  see 
only  in  a  golden  dream.  For  how  very  few  possess 
wealth  for  such  a  piu'pose,  and  how  few  would  thns 
wish  to  apply  it  !   This  letter,  however,  bas  killed  an 
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hour  to  an  invalida  who  wishes  to  use  or  to  abuse  his 
time  ;  and  the  only  gratification  which  it  affords  is  by 
its  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  assuring  you  of  my 

lasting  regard  and  esteem 

I  can  now  no  longer  hold  the  pen^  and  you  need  not 
regret  though  you  should  not  be  able  to  decipher  what 
it  bas  written.  I  pass  my  few  remaining  days  in  pla- 
cidly  witnessing  the  frolics  and  pursuits  of  my  grand- 
children.  But  I  bave  parted,  a  few  days  ago,  with  my 
two  boys,  who  are  placed  at  the  High  School  of  £din- 
burgh.  In  two  years  tbey  will  be  prepared  for  a  col- 
lège, and  they  must  enter  into  active  life,  My  great 
object  will  be  to  procure  for  one  of  them  a  writership 
to  India  ;  but  I  much  fear  that  this  is  an  object  which 
I  shall  not  hâve  interest  to  attain.  Let  me  bave  the 
pleasure  of  a  few  lines  from  you  ;  and  with  every  wish 
for  your  health  and  comfort,  I  remain,  my  dear  fiiend^ 
most  faithfuUy  and  affectionately  yours. 


Dr  Bell  to  Hugh  Cleghom,  Esq. 

Cheltenham,  llth  October  1831. 

My  ever  dear  Friend, 

Your  letter,  which  I  bave  just  received,  is  most 
intensely  aifecting;  I  cannot  attempt  to  express  my 
feelings.  I  need  not  say  how  much  I  sympathize  with 
you  in  your  sufferings,  and  how  much  I  admire  your 
fortitude  and  magnanimity;  nor  can  I  describe  the 
émotions  which  arise  in  my  mind  as  I  peruse  your 
affectionate  remembrance  of  an  old  friend.  This  mé- 
morial is  the  last  good  office  you  could  pay  to  him. 
Your  first  you  may  bave  forgotten  j  I  hâve  not. 
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When,  upwards  of  half  a  century  ago  (1774,)  I  was 
setting  out  a  young  adventurer  into  a  foreign  land^ 
you  had,  at  an  early  âge,  just  taken  possession  of  a 
chair  at  my  aima  mater  :  you  are  the  only  surviving 
professor  of  that  day.  Of  the  numerous  présentations 
which  were  proflfered  to  me  on  my  departure  from  my 
native  city,  your  gênerons  and  warm-hearted  letters  to 
your  friends  in  Virginia  -were  highly  flattering  and 
gratifying. 

Now,  after  a  lapse  of  fifky-seven  years  since  I  went 
forth  into  the  western  world,  and  after  having  met 
again  on  the  same  friendly  terms  in  the  European  and 
also  in  the  Eastem  world,  you  pour  forth  your  farewell 
consolations  into  my  bosom. 

Having  thus  briefly  alluded  to  the  origin  and  termi- 
nation  of  our  eventful  history^  I  am  confounded  with 
the  variety  and  multiplicity  of  matter  which  presses  on 
my  mind,  as  well  as  by  the  urgency  of  the  overwhelming 
tasks  I  hâve  on  hand.  I  know  not  whither  to  turn 
myself. 

As  to  the  university,  there  are  many  circumstances, 
mostly  unknown  to  you,  which  induced  my  détermi- 
nation. I  only  mention  that,  in  ail  I  do,  I  endeavour 
to  foUow  up  at  the  close  of  my  career  what  has  occu- 
pied  me  for  the  greatest  part  of  a  long  life.  My  aim  is 
^'  JSsto  perpétua.'' 

It  is  not  by  exhibitions  that  northem  universities 
can  ever  compote  with  the  southem.  Let  them  do  it 
by  an  improved  System  of  éducation,  in  which  they  may 
take  the  lead. 

Our  common  friend,  my  fellow  coUegian,  Dr  M'Do- 
pald  of  Kemback,  is  entitled  to  my  kind  remembrance^ 
and  I  bave  not  foigotten  him.     Your  just  eulogy  on 
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his  jubilee  is  a  striking  and  irréfragable  proof  of  that 
nobillty  of  mind,  generosity  of  sentiment^  and  fervid 
glow  of  éloquence,  of  classical  and  élégant  diction, 
which  hâve  never  forsaken  you  through  life,  as  also  is 
your  présent  mémorial. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  my  discovery,  that  it  was 
neglected  or  rejected  on  its  introduction  into  Europe, 
by  those  who  could  alone  hâve  rendered  it  completely 
available  to  the  end  for  which  it  was  destined.  The 
opportunity  was  lost,  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  re- 
cover.  My  language  at  the  time  was  unintelligible,  or 
unacceptable  ;  but  my  présent  essays  appeal  to  a  lan- 
guage better  understood,  and  motives  more  generaUy 
attended  to  and  universally  felt.  My  object  is  in  my 
latter  days  to  redeem,  if  it  may  be,  the  failures  of  former 
times. 

My  business  is  not  to  prop  literary  fabrics,  which, 
like  every  thing  merely  human,  are  subject  to  decay, 
but  to  rear  new  édifices  on  a  rock  which  is  immovable 
and  unchangcable.  The  faculty  of  mutual  tuition  in 
the  moral  world  CUke  the  power  of  steam  in  the  physi- 
cal  world;)  will  endure  as  long  as  the  nature  and  con- 
stitution of  man  last. 

With  the  most  earnest  prayers  for  your  ease  and 
comfort  during  the  remainder  of  our  short  pilgrimage, 
and  a  blessed  meeting  to  part  no  more,  I  am,  &c. 

P. S. — I  should  perhaps  hâve  told  you,  that  while 
you  are  duU  of  hearing  I  am  speechless,  and  cannot 
articulate  a  syllable,  and  that  my  health  and  strength 
décline  daily. 
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Hugh  Cleghom,  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Wakefield,  near  St  Andrews, 
19th  October  1831. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 

It  is  far  from  mj  intention  to  draw  you  into  a 
correspondence,  the  duties  of  which  I  am  physically 
unable  to  discharge.  My  sight  is  happily  preserved, 
but  my  hand  yields  me  an  unwilling  obédience,  and 
my  amanuensis  bas  gone  to  Edinburgh  with  my  grand- 
son.  I  am  gratefiil  that  my  eyes  are  but  little  impaired, 
and  I  do  not  regret  that  my  ears  are  of  little  use^  as 
there  is  now  little  said  that  is  worth  hearing.  I  cannot^ 
however,  resist  returning  you  my  heartfelt  thanks  for 
your  friendly  letter  of  the  llth  inst.,  and  for  the  very 
flattering  communication  to  us  both,  contained  in  Sir 
Joseph  Whately's  letter  to  you.  '*  Laudari  a  laudato" 
is  the  highest  praise  to  which  rational  ambition  can 
aspire.  Though  I  bave  not  the  honour  of  being  known 
to  Sir  Joseph,  I  shall  présume^  through  you,  to  make 
my  best  acknowledgments  acceptable  to  him.  I  hâve 
no  hopes  of  delivering  them  now  in  person.  I  hâve 
not  been  at  Cheltenham  since  my  old  friend  Lady 
Harris  resided  there,  and  when  Mrs  Forty  was  the 
Hygeia  of  the  spring.  If  business  or  pleasure  should 
induce  Sir  Joseph  to  visit  this  part  of  the  kingdom, 
which  we  dignify  by  the  name  of  the  kingdom  of 
Fife,  I  should  be  happy  to  request  him  to  partake  of 
old  mutton  from  my  park,  and  unadulterated  port  from 
my  cellar. 

I  shall  now  fairly  confess,  that  I  agrée  with  you  in 
ail  that  you  hâve  said  regarding  the  establishment  of 
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bursaries,  or  exhibitions  for  the  encouragement  o?  col- 
lèges. If  thèse  institutions  cannot  support  themselves^ 
no  adventitious  assistance  can  render  them  useful. 
Leamed  retirement  and  secluded  leisure  for  study  is 
nonsense.  The  world  is  the  school  of  letters  as  well 
as  of  business.  The  political  agitations  of  Greece  pro- 
duced  her  poets  and  philosophers  as  well  as  her  states- 
men  ;  while  the  monkish  establishments  of  our  fathers, 
with  their  seclusion  and  endowments,  produced  only 
the  jargon  of  technical  language,  and  fettered  them- 
selves  and  their  disciples  with  the  impertinence  of 
academical  forms.  They  educate  men  most  profoundly 
learned  and  most  consummately  ignorant  ;  and  I  am 
almost  inclined  to  regard  them  as  asylums  for  opinions^ 
which,  like  cast-off  mistresses,  hâve  been  kicked  out  of 
every  décent  company.  But  my  âge  is  becoming  too 
much  of  a  pièce  with  my  youth  : — 

•«  Serretur  ad  imum 
Qualis  ab  incepto  processerit/* 

What  I  stated  to  you  conceming  our  old  aima  mater 
was  the  suggestion  of  the  moment,  and  intended  only 
to  fiU  up  a  letter.  It  was  at  least  candid  ;  for  I  owe 
her,  as  you  may  know,  no  personal  obligation.  At  the 
early  âge  of  twenty-one  I  was  admitted  one  of  her 
members.  I,  even  at  that  period  of  life,  endeavoured 
to  couvert  into  useful  study  a  professorship  hitherto 
regarded  as  a  sinécure.  I  struggled  for  ten  years  with 
some  success.  I  then  got  leave  of  absence  to  travel  for 
two  years.  Advantage  was  taken,  with  Shylock^s  ac- 
curacy,  of  the  term.  My  office  was  declared  vacant. 
It  was  bestowed  on  a  Presbyterian  pastor,  and  it  has 
ever  since  reverted  to  its  original  nothingness.     I  owe 
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her,  honrever,  an  unintended  obligation.     My  ardent 
désire  to  visit  foreign  countries  bas  been  gratified  to 
the  utmost.     I  bave  been  employed  by  goyernment  in 
many  important  missions  abroad.     I  was  a  near  ob- 
server, from  my  situation  in  Switzerland,  of  ail  the 
great  events  passing  in  France  ;  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent,  I  became  acquainted  with  ail  the  great  men  of 
my  time.    If  the  duration  of  human  life  is  to  be  deter- 
mined  by  the  only  rational  standard,  the  succession  of 
great  events  which  hâve  passed  during  its  existence, 
we  are  the  longest-lived  génération  that  ever  appeared 
upon  earth.    But  unhappily  man  is  the  only  brute  who 
dérives  no  wisdom  from  expérience.     For  nearly  forty 
years  we  hâve  witnessed  the  wickedness  and  the  calami- 
ties  of  France;  we  bave  seen  her,  except  an  interregnnm 
of  despotism,  possessed  of  a  king  without  power,  of  a 
nobility  without  privilèges,  of  a  people  of  legislators  and 
no  law,  and  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  swearing 
allegiance  to  a  constitution  which  they,  as  yet,  bave 
not  formed  ;  and,  to  crown  ail,  sînging  Te  Deums  for 
the  national  confusion.    This  unhappy  state,  mercifuUy 
held  out  to  us  as  a  beacon  to  shun,  a  brahch  of  our 
legislators  wish  to  follow  as  a  light  to  direct.     The 
great  body  of  the  people  too  commonly  become  most 
outrageons  when  they  bave  most  reason  to  be  content- 
ed.   Dreading  the  dangers  of  ail  new  and  untried  poli- 
tical  experiments,  I  left  my  retreat  to  support  with  my 
vote  the  candidate  who  wished  our  constitution  to  re- 
main as  it  is  ;  and  I  wish  I  could  say,  with  as  much 
hope  as  sincerity,  "  Esto  perpétua."     I  am  now  con- 
fined  to  my  fireside,  at  least  during  the  winter.     My 
time  glides  away  without  my  being  a  burden  to  myself 
or  those  around  me.  My  income  is  very  moderato;  but I 


CORRESPONDENCE.  7 1 9 

bave  learned  the  useful  lesson,  that  he  is  master  of  hia 
fortune  who  is  master  of  himself. 

When  I  began  this  letter  I  did  not  anticipate  wbere 
my  pen  was  to  Icad  me.  Wben  my  bealtb  and  the 
weather  sball  permit  of  my  drivlng  to  St  Andrews^  I 
may  trouble  you  concerning  the  success  of  your  plans, 
though  you  will  get  information  from  correspondence 
more  satisfactorily  to  be  trusted  to  than  mine. 

In  the  mean  time^  I  shall  mention  to  you  how  I 
bave  hitherto  conducted  the  éducation  of  my  grand- 
sons.  The  eldest  is  twelve,  the  younger  eleven  years 
of  âge.  Until  the  beginning  of  the  présent  month 
their  tuition  had  been  domestic^  and  a  very  able  tutor 
bas  foUowed  the  System  so  irresistibly  enforced  by  you, 
To  adopt  that  of  monitors  as  far  as  our  situation  would 
admit^  I  brought  to  be  educated  along  with  them  a 
stepson  of  my  daughter's^  Mrs  Campbell,  and  the  son 
of  an  old  servant  who  bas  been  in  my  family  for  up- 
wards  of  thirty  years.  The  last,  though  somewhat 
older  than  the  others,  was  not  further  advanced  ;  but  he 
soon  became  the  first  boy  of  our  little  school,  and  after 
barely  three  years'  labour  in  Latin  and  Greek,  he  was 
by  far  the  first  in  the  list  of  competitors  for  one  of  the 
foundation  bursaries,  in  the  United  Collège  of  St  An- 
drews ;  and  he  carried  the  prize  against  some  who  had 
long  been  schoolmasters  themselves.  I  understand  that 
your  System  is  gaining  ground  in  the  High  School  of 
Ëdinburgh,  and  many  reasons  indueed  their  father  and 
me  to  send  our  boys  to  that  seminary  ;  and  although  I 
place  no  reliance  on  early  precocity,  yet  it  was  gratify- 
ing  to  me,  and  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  you,  to 
learn  that,  in  the  course  of  barely  three  weeks,  my  eldest 
boy  advanced  from  the  bottom  to  within  ten  of  the  top 
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of  a  class  consisting  of  more  than  one  hundred  boys  ; 
and  I  mainly  attribute  their  success  to  our  following  the 
plan  which  your  good  sensé  and  expérience  first  sug- 
gested.  We  carried  on  their  progress  in  Greek  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  the  Latin  language  ;  and  I  am  anxi- 
ous  that  they  should  be  well  grounded  in  the  former 
language  before  they  leave  school  ;  for  I  hâve  long  been 
convinced,  that  if  the  foundation  is  not  well  laid  there, 
no  permanent  superstructure  is  in  gênerai  ever  raised 
in  any  of  our  collèges.  As  their  fatlier*s  fortune  hap- 
pily  will  not  enable  him  to  breed  his  sons  idle  Scotch 
lairds^  they  must  be  educated  to  be  men  of  business 
and  the  world  ;  a  thorough  knowledge  of  arithmetic^ 
and  a  progress  in  mathematîcs^  are  not  to  be  neglected 
in  the  midst  of  studios  more  strîctly  academical.  My 
own  disgraceful  ignorance,  particularly  of  the  first,  has 
been  of  infinité  disadvantage  to  me  in  the  différent 
situations  of  my  varied  life. 

I  am  afraid  I  hâve  sufficiently  tired  you  with  this 
history.  Yoa  address  me  by  the  title  of  Professor;  I 
hâve  no  claim  to  that  dîgnity.  It  îs  more  than  fifty 
years  since  I  bave  been  a  wanderer  from  académie 
grèves,  and  it  is  now  a  name  which  I  bave  neither 
the  right  nor  the  ambition  to  assume. 

Having  now  paid  you  a  long  visit,  you  will,  with  a 
short  ceremony,  allow  me  to  withdraw.  I  shall  there- 
fore  conclude,  with  the  rational  and  affectionate  wish  of 
Sir  Joseph  Whately,  that  we  may  both  be  permitted 
to  continue  in  this  world  "  so  long  as  we  can  enjoy  it 
with  satisfaction,  and  free  from  pain  :"  And  let  us  aU 
remember,  in  the  language  of  Socrates,  "  that  he  who 
prays  for  long  life,  for  riches,  or  for  health^  prays  for 
the  throw  of  a  die,  or  the  chance  of  a  battle." 
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fV.  miberjbrce,  Esq.^  to  Dr  BelL 

9,  North  Parade,  Batb,  25th  Oct  1881. 

My  dear  Doctor, 

It  is  80  long  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you,  while  the  respect  and  regard  which  I  feel  for  yoiir 
character  is  so  pre-emînently  great,  that  I  rejoice  in  the 
occurrence  of  an  occasion  which  renders  it  necessary 
for  me  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  Unes. 

A  highly  respectable  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
Elliot  Cresson,  Esq.,  has  corne  over  to  thîs  country, 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  success  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society.  This  institution  was 
formed  about  ten  years  ago  ;  and  it  has  received  the 
libéral  support  of  many  of  the  most  respectable  mem- 
bers  of  that  community.  It  is  formed  for  the  excellent 
purpose  of  establishing  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
which  may  render  that  unhappy  class,  the  Negro  slaves, 
who  will  be  sent  thither  with  their  own  consent,  the 
means  of  forming  a  civilized  black  community  in  their 
native  land  ;  whereby  a  barrier  may  be  provided  against 
the  ravages  of  the  slave  trade.  A  greater  degree  of 
success  than  could  hâve  been  anticipated  has  attended 
the  undertaking.  Already  there  is  a  prospérons  colony 
of  two  thousand  soûls,  and  a  connexion  has  been  form- 
ed with  several  of  the  native  chieftains,  which  has  con- 
nected  with  their  colony  as  many  as  ten  thousand  of 
the  natives,  who  profess  themselves  désirons  of  adopt- 
ing  the  civil  and  religions  principles  of  their  new  allies. 
Mr  Cresson  has  requested  me  to  do  him  the  honour  of 
introducing  him  to  you  ;  and  I  do  it  with  the  greater 
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pleasnre,  because^  from  the  attention  he  has  uniformly 
paid  to  the  éducation  and  improvement  of  his  fellcw 
citizens^  he  desires  the  distinction  of  becoming  known  to 
one  who  has  been  so  snccessful  in  the  promotion  of 
that  grand  cause — ^the  well-beîng  and  improvement  of 
his  fellow  créatures.  Mr  Cresson  is  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  ;  but  that,  I  know,  wîll  be  no  objection  to  you, 
who  bave  so  often  found  allies  among  their  body.  I 
fiincerely  hope  he  will  find  yon  in  good  health  ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  though  Providence  has  so 
arranged  our  lot  as  to  prevent  our  personal  intercourse, 
I  shall  ever  retain  the  high  respect  and  regard  with 
which  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  mysel^  my  dear  doctor^ 
your  faithful  servant. 


Cbeltenham,  5th  NoYember  1891. 

Respectfiilly  inscribed  to  the  Révérend  and  Revered 
Dr  BeU. 

Though  the  Almîgfaty*8  sileociog  behest 
Has  placed  thy  Tocal  organs  in  arrest. 
And  chain*d  the  powere  of  thy  instructive  tongtw 
— ^The  moital  harp  by  tmths  immorta]  strnng  ; 
Tet  mikUy  bent  beneath  the  chastenii^  txmI, 
Holding  communion  with  the  car  of  God, 
In  its  own  language^  pions,  sage,  and  meek, 
Can  thy  pure  heart  to  thy  Creator  speak^ 
Wlio  form*d  that  heart,  and  still  presenres  that  mind, 
Which,  conjoint,  stamps  thee  friend  of  hnman  kind. 
7^  grateful  world  thy  worth's  dwe  famé  records; 
The  nexi  alone  can  yicÂd  thee  due  rewards. 
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Robert  Sauthey^  Esq.y  to  Dr  BelL 

Keswick,  8th  November  1831. 

My  dear  Sir, 

You  are  not  one  of  those  persons  who,  like  the 
Roman  emperor,  care  Dot  if  the  world  shonld  be  wrapped 
in  fiâmes  as  soon  as  they  are  out  of  it.  You  bave  been 
labouring  through  a  long  life  for  the  good  of  future 
générations,  and  providing  for  it,  towards  its  close,  with 
a  munificence  of  which  modem  âges  bave  seen  no  ex- 
ample. But  some  of  our  ministers  seem  to  be  of  the 
emperor's  way  of  thinkîng  ;  and  likely  enough  they  are 
to  see  their  country  in  fiâmes,  before  they  are  in  the 
place  where  they  fiatter  thernselves  that  ail  things  are 
forgotten 

Mr  Henry  Drenning  to  Dr  BelL 

Port  Lonis,  Mauritius,  Not.  16,  1881. 

Very  dear  and  Rev.  Sir, 

After  the  lapse  of  so  many  years  as  bave  inter- 
vened  since  I  left  your  patemal  care  to  enter  upon  the 
stage  of  the  world,  I  can  scarcely  hope  to  recall  myself 
to  your  remembrance  by  this  address;  yet  I  cannot 
deny  myself  the  gratification  of  assuring  you,  that  I  feel 
myself  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  convey  to 
you  the  expression  of  my  lasting  gratitude,  for  the  ex- 
cellent éducation  I  received  under  your  direction,  and 
the  Christian  principes  of  morality  which  you  so  care- 
fiiUy  instilled  into  the  minds  of  ail  the  children  that  wero 
committed  to  your  care,  whilst  you  held  the  important 
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charge  of  the  Maie  Orphan  Asylum  at  Madras,  of  whom 
I  had  the  advantage  to  be  one,  and  whom,  through  your 
especial  kindness,  you  put  apprentice  to  the  late  ex- 
cellent Dr  Roxburgh,  a  gentleman  who  was  not  less 
eminent  for  his  personal  qualities  and  virtues,  than 
celebrated  as  a  distinguished  botanist  ;  and  whose 
memory  I  shall  ever  gratefuUy  cherlsh.  The  doctor 
being  in  Bengal  at  the  time  I  left  the  Asylum,  I  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  the  vénérable  and  worthy 
Alderman  Ross,  untîl  an  opportunîty  offered  for  send- 
ing  me  to  him;  but  Dr  Roxburgh  having  left  the 
coast  of  Coromandel  to  take  charge  of  the  botanîcal 
establishment  at  Calcutta,  Mr  Ross  sent  me  to  the 
botanical  garden  at  Samulcottah,  where  I  remained 
some  years  under  the  care  of  Dr  Benjamin  Heyne 
and  Captain  Alexander  Denton,  until  the  death  of  the 
last-mentioned  gentleman,  on  which  event  Dr  Rox- 
burgh, being  on  his  return  to  Bengal  from  a  visit  to 
Madras,  touched  at  Coringa,  (where  Captain  Denton 
died,)  and  took  me  with  him  from  thencc  to  Calcutta. 
Unfortunately  Dr  Roxburgh's  declining  state  of  health 
rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  Europe  soon 
after  ;  and  ail  he  could  do  for  me  was  to  obtain  me  a 
situation  in  one  of  the  government  offices.  I  remained 
in  Bengal  until  September  1810,  when  the  government 
having  resolved  upon  the  capture  of  the  French  islands 
of  Bourbon  and  the  Isle  of  France,  I  was  appointed 
secretary  to  the  Bengal  commissariat,  and  accompanied 
the  expédition  from  Bengal,  which  assisted  in  the  ré- 
duction of  this  island  in  December  of  that  year.  I 
remained  in  the  Bengal  commissariat  until  its  return 
to  India,  when  Governor  Farquhar,  at  the  recommen- 
dation  of  the  commissary-general,  Colonel  Weguelin, 
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appointée!  me  first  clerk  in  the  civil  storekeeper's  dé- 
partaient hère,  whieh  situation  I  held  until  its  abolition, 
on  the  arrivai  of  the  king's  commissariat  from  England. 
Some  time  after,  I  entered  the  commissariat  service, 
and  hâve  been  employed  in  it  for  the  last  sixteen  years; 
but  although  I  hâve  been  recommended  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  treasury,  for  promotion, 
by  ail  the  ojfficers  that  hâve  been  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partment,  (no  less  than  five,)  as  well  as  by  the  Hon. 
Sir  Lowery  Cole  whilst  he  was  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief  of  this  colony,  I  hâve  not  been  so  for- 
tunate  as  to  succeed.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  now  in 
jeopardy  of  losing  my  situation  after  so  many  years' 
service,  the  treasury  having  announced  the  intention  of 
sending  out  two  commissioned  officers  to  supersede  me 
and  another  clerk  in  the  department.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  strong  recommendation  which  Assis- 
tant Commissary-General  Pennell  (the  head  of  the 
department)  has  made  in  my  behalf  to  the  lords  of  the 
treasury,  through  their  secretary,  the  Hon.  J.  Stewart, 
and  which  has  also  the  support  of  the  governor  and 
commander-in-chief.  Sir  Charles  Colville,  may  reach 
England  in  time  to  avert  the  misfortune  I  apprehend  ; 
but,  be  the  resuit  what  it  may,  I  hâve  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  my  conduct  has  always  merited  the 
approbation  of  my  superiors  ;  and,  should  I  lose  my 
situation,  it  will  not  be  owing  to  any  fault  on  my  part. 
To  this  brief  account  of  myself,  in  which  I  am  per- 
suaded  your  benevolent  heart  will  feel  some  interest,  I 
hâve  to  add  that  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  my  wife 
ten  years  ago,  and  that  my  family  consists  of  my 
mother-in-law  and  four  children — three  sons  and  a 
daughter.    My  two  eldest  boys  are  temporarily  employ- 
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ed  in  government  offices — the  eldest  as  a  junior  clerk 
in  the  same  office  with  myself  (the  commissariat^}  and 
the  second  in  the  slave  registry  office.  The  other  boy 
and  my  daughter  are  at  school.  It  remains  for  me  to 
assure  you  with  great  truth,  that  I  yield  to  none  of  the 
many  who  are  indebted  to  you  for  the  great  blessing  of 
éducation^  in  grateful  and  affectionate  remembrance  of 
your  tender  solicitude  and  care  whilst  we  enjoyed  your 
protection.  My  silence  hitherto  has  entirely  proceeded 
from  my  not  having  been  able  to  ascertain  your  address, 
with  which  accident  alone  has  this  day  made  me  ac- 
quainted.  I  sball  esteem  it  a  particular  faveur  to  be 
honoured  at  your  convenience  with  your  aeknowledg- 
ment  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter^  and  shall  be  happy 
to  leam  that  you  are  in  good  health^  which  blessing  I 
fervently  pray  God  that  he  may  continue  to  you  for 
many  years  in  ail  the  happiness  that  can  be  enjoyed  in 
this  world. 

I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  very  dear  and  révérend  sir, 
with  the  most  affectionate  respect,  your  gratefiil  and 
devoted  humble  servant. 


Mrs  Gray  to  Dr  Bell 

Not.  24,  1831. 

My  dear  Dr  Bell, 

Though  I  grieve  to  receive  but  an  indiffèrent  ac- 
count  of  your  health,  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  you,  and  to 
receive  such  a  kind  expression  of  interest  for  the  dis- 
tresses  in  which  we  are  so  unexpectedly  involved.  We 
cannot  be  too  grateful  for  our  préservation  from  per- 
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sonal  insult^  and  my  dear  bishop  bas  borne  ail  most 
heroically.     He  now  and  then  feels  regret  at  having 
lost  every  manuscript  :  it  is  irréparable  to  bim.  And  bis 
books  too  :  it  is  quite  a  séparation  from  old  friends. 
AU  are  gone,  only  one  volume  bas  been  recovered  : 
indeed  very  little  bas  been  saved  of  any  kind.     Part 
of  tbe  plate,  and  a  part  of  tbe  table- linen^  and  some 
wine,  witb  hère  and  tbere  a  towel  or  two,  and  a  very 
spare  supply  of  wearing  apparel.    Our  loss  is  immense; 
but  we  cannot  be  too  thankful  to  bave  escaped  witb 
our  lives.    Wben  I  followed  tbe  bisbop  to  tbe  catbedral, 
I  certainly  never  expected  to  bave  escaped  from  it, 
we  were  so  completely  surrounded  by  tbe  mob.    Three 
différent  times  I  beard  tbe  military  fire  upon  tbem, 
once  before  tbe  service,  and  also  tbe  appalling  sound 
of  tbe  beat  to  arms.    Had  tbe  military  not  witbdrawn 
tbemselves  from  tbe  palace  at  a  most  critical  moment, 
we  sbould  bave  escaped  witb  little  injury,  as  tbe  ser- 
vant, and  some  men  tbe  bisbop  placed  tbere  wben  we 
left,  aided  by  many  gentlemen  (wbo  volunteered  tbeir 
tbeir  services,  and  defended  it  most  nobly^)  bad  ex- 
tinguisbed  tbe  fires  in  five  différent  places^  and  bad 
secured  two  or  tbree  prisoners — were  in  a  moment 
overwbelmed  by  tbe  rusbing  in  of  tbe  mob,  as  soon  as 
tbe  soldiers  turned  tbeir  backs,  and  witb  tbe  greatest 
difficulty  made  tbeir  escape.      Robert  Gray  was  one 
of  tbe  number  wbo,  from  knowing  tbe  palace,  contri- 
buted  to  tbeir  escape.    He  left  tbe  distressing  scène  in 
Bristol  to  encounter  one  more  fearful — tbe  cbolera  ;  but 
I  am  glad  to  bear  tbe  disorder  seems  mucb  abating. 
Jones  made  an  effort,  and  secured  tbe  barometer  you 
gave  dear  Anne — tbe  only  relict  we  bave  in  tbe  sbape 
of  furniture,  and  wbicb  is  now  opposite  to  me  wbile  I 
Write.     We  sball  value  it  more  tban  ever 
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The  Archbishop  ofCanterbury  to  Dr  BelL 

Addlngton,  Dec.  22,  1831. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  hâve  read,  with  great  pleasure,  the  letter  ad- 
dressed  to  you  by  the  Scotch  Bishops^  in  conséquence 
of  your  having  apprîzed  them  of  your  intention  of 
founding  a  lectureshîp  in  connexion  with  their  Theolo- 
gical  Institution  in  Edinburgh,  of  which  the  object  îa 
to  explain  the  principles  of  the  Madras  System  of  édu- 
cation. The  interests  of  the  poor,  indeed  of  ail  classes, 
in  respect  to  instruction,  hâve  been  promoted  in  the 
highest  degree  by  your  ingenuity  in  devising  this  Sys- 
tem, and  your  unwearied  persévérance  in  bringing  ît 
into  gênerai  use  ;  and  you  now  add  to  the  debt  which 
humanity  owes  you,  by  a  liberality  which  few  hâve  the 
means,  and  still  fewer  the  disposition,  to  emulate.  It 
is  with  much  satisfaction  I  see  the  tribute  paid  to  your 
merits  from  ail  quarters  ;  and  it  must  be  a  consolation 
to  you,  in  the  evening  of  life,  to  witness  the  growth  of 
the  institution  which  acknowledges  you  for  its  parent  ; 
and  to  reçoive  so  many  assurances  that  the  benefits 
which  you  hâve  bestowed  on  the  country  are  duly  ap- 
preciated. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  with  sincère  respect,  your 
very  faithful  servant. 
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Lines  suggested  hy  untnessing  the  Examinution  ofa  School 
conducted  on  Dr  BélVs  System.     1831. 

When  rival  armîes  bear  each  other  dowo, 

And  furious  heroes  wade  in  human  blood,— 
When  fire  and  sword  run  through  the  conquer*d  town. 

And  ruin  sighs  where  once  a  city  stood, — 
The  fierj  muse  spreads  forth  her  eagle  wing. 

And,  soaring  o*er  the  carnage  and  the  flame, 
Hastens  her  barbarous  triumph-song  to  sing, 

And  calls  it  glory^  and  awards  it  famé  ! 
Oh  task,  unworthy  of  a  heaven-bom  lyre, 

Whose  strîngs  should  thèmes  to  heaven  more  pleasing  find  I 
Let  usfifid  virtues  nohler  songs  inspire, 

And  sing  the  benefactors  of  mankind. 
Tell  how  the  soûl,  by  God  in  bounty  given. 

But  chiird  by  ignorance  and  want,  at  length 
Has  had  the  murky  veil  of  darkness  riven, 

And  wakes  in  ail  her  purity  and  streng^h, 
Like  man  new  formM  ;  and  like  him  at  her  waking, 

Seesjier  Creator  présent  at  her  side, 
From  his  own  lips  her  earliest  lessons  taking, 

His  Word  her  teacher,  and  his  hand  her  guide. 
Ages  on  circling  âges  rolFd  away. 

And,  of  the  myriads  that  création  teem*d, 
Few  appearM  raised  above  the  brutish  clay 

Of  beasts  that  die  and  perish  ;  and  it  seem*d 
As  if  the  primai  curse,  that  fated  man 

With  toil  his  day^s  subsistence  to  acquire, 
Had  still,  where'er  its  poison*d  eurrent  ran, 

Blurr*d  the  Creator*8  stamp  and  quench*d  his  fire  I 

Some  few,  indeed,  in  every  âge  arose, 
Of  Heaven-directed  minds  and  hopes  ;  but  those 
Were  scarce  and  few  ;  and  shone  perhaps  more  bright 
(Like  winter  stars)  for  the  surrounding  night. 
But  ail  the  mass,  the  millions,  dragg*d  along 
A  rayless  life  of  ignorance  and  wrong; 
-  The  mind  and  body,  pent  in  equal  chains, 
With  naught  above  the  brute,  except  their  pains  ; 
Their  fate  to  toil,  and  feed,  and  sleep — to  die. 
And  pass  to  an  unknown  etemity  I 
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His  grateful  lips  shall  half  unconscious  pauae, 

Again,  and  still  again,  theîr  names  to  bless, 
Who  gave  him  the  blest  privilège  to  read, 
And  hope  and  trust  in  this  his  hour  of  need  : — 
And  wben  the  king  of  terrors,  Death,  displays 
His  fearful  dart  to  his  undaunted  gaze, 
While  circling  children  read  to  his  dull  ear 
The  blessed  words  it  leaps  even  then  to  hear — 
That  death  has  lost  its  sting,  the  grave  its  power  ; 
His  latest  breath,  even  in  that  awful  hour, 
Shall  call  down  blessing^  oa  their  heads  who  gave 
His  soûl  to  know  this  hope  beyond  the  grave  ; — 
That  prayer  shall  not  be  lost,  nor  backward  driven  ; 
It  shall — ît  will — ^be  register'd  in  heaven  ! 
And  shall  the  proud  man  scoff  and  sneer  to  see 
This  softening  of  his  brother*s  misery  P 
Forbear  the  scoff,  and  check  the  ready  sneer, 
Or  men  will  think  *tis  but  a  selfish  fear 
To  see  a  narrower  distance  now  divide 
His  lowliness  from  thine  own  sullen  pride. 
For  shame  !  for  shame  I     Oh,  choose  a  nobler  course  ; 
Thyself  press  forward  with  redoubled  force  ; 
The  means  that  raîsed  him  thou  may'st  make  thine  owd« 
Think  them  not  fitted  for  the  poor  alone  ; 
But  for  mankindy  that  Knowledge  through  the  earth 
May  with  fresh  vigour  dart  her  sunbeams  forth  ; 
While  Ignorance,  from  her  dark  temple  hurPd, 
Shall  leave  a  wiser  and  a  hetter  world. 


Ignota  (through  Lady  Campbell)  to  Dr  BelL 

An  admirer  of  Dr  BelPs  System  of  éducation,  and 
who  has  been  a  witness  of  the  good  effects  of  it,  re- 
joices  at  the  prospect  of  the  proposed  school  in  Mary- 
lebone  parish,  and  wishes  that  the  benefit  of  it  might 
be  extended,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  destitute  children, 
who  hâve  no  home,  food,  or  clothing  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose  would  snggest  that  a  house  should  be  provided  as 
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near  as  possible  to  the  school^  and  under  the  same 
Buperintendence,  where  children  of  every  parish  might 
be  received,  witliout  any  restriction  of  âge,  certificates, 
&c. — ^the  person  who  recommends  them  engagîng  to 
pay  monthly  for  clothes  and  maintenance. 

Such  an  establishment  might  be  begun  upon  a  very 
small  scale,  and  easily  kept  up,  as  the  expense  of  every 
child  would  be  defrayed  by  the  person  who  introduced 
them. 

Objects  frequently  occur  to  whom  a  temporaiy  relief 
is  only  an  encouragement  for  idleness  and  vice  ;  and 
yet  the  only  means  in  the  power  of  an  îndividual  of 
preventing  them  perishing  from  want.  What  a  com- 
fort  it  would  be  to  hâve  a  place  to  take  them  to,  where, 
for  a  trifling  sum,  they  would  be  lodged,  fed,  clothed, 
and  educated! 


Extract  from  **  An  accùunt  of  a  laie  voyage  to  Athens,  containing 
the  estatej  both  andent  and  modem,  of  thatfamous  city,  and  of 
the  prêtent  empire  of  the  Turks.  By  M,  de  la  GuiUatière. 
Now  Engliêhed.     Printed  in  London,  1676." 

This  copy  is  taken  from  an  édition  in  Emmanuel 
Collège  Library,  Cant.  Book  iii.  page  219. 

"  Our  janizary  went  out  with  us  in  the  afternoon. 
I  told  you'before  he  was  an  ingénions  person;  and, 
having  found  our  humours  to  be  inquisitive  and  gêne- 
rons, he  studied  ail  ways  •of  gratifying  them.  We 
lefb  the  bazar  on  the  left  hand,  and  crossed  the  Cera- 
misk  Street  without  any  remarks  ;  and,  being  got  as 
far  as  the  Temple  of  Theseus,  which  is  in  the  way  to 
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the  academy^  and  one  of  the  last  houses  in  the  town^ 
our  janizarj  proposed  to  us  to  go  to  see  a  Greek  of  his 
acquaintance  who  was  a  didcLskalas,  or  achoolmaster. 
We  desired  no  better,  and  were  upon  thorns  tiU  we 
wore  with  him.  But  alas  !  how  were  we  disappointed, 
who  expected  nothing  but  the  sublime  notions  of 
Plato^  Zeno^  and  Aristotle^  when  the  janizarj  told  us 
he  was  a  mechanic  !  How  were  we  surprised  to  con- 
sider  a  man  of  that  quality  should  succeed  in  the  place 
of  such  excellent  persons  !  We  found  about  thirty  young 
lads  sitting  upon  benches^  and  their  master  at  the  head 
of  them  teachingthem  to  read.  He  roseup  when  wecame 
in,  and  received  us  very  civilly,  in  which,  to  give  them 
their  due,  that  nation  is  not  sparing.  The  janizary 
desired  him  to  go  on  with  the  boys,  and  give  us  the 
liberty  of  seeing  his  method,  which  was  pretty,  and 
much  beyond  ours  ;  the  master  causing  the  whole  class 
to  read  at  a  time  without  confusion,  every  scholar  being 
obliged  to  attention,  and  to  mind  what  his  next  neigh- 
bour  reads.  They  had  each  of  them  the  same  author 
in  their  hands;  and  for  example,  if  he  had  thirty 
scholars,  he  chose  out  some  continued  discourse,  and 
gave  them  but  thirty  words  to  read — the  first  boy 
reading  the  first  word,  the  second  boy  the  second,  and 
the  third  boy  the  third,  and  so  on.  If  they  read  round- 
ly  and  right,  he  gave  them  thirty.  words  more  ;  but  if 
any  of  the  boys  were  out,  or  imperfect,  he  was  cor- 
rected  by  the  next,  who  was  always  very  exact  in 
observing  him,  and  he  his  neighbour,  till  the  whole 
number  of  words  were  read.  So  that  the  thirty  scholars 
lying  ail  of  them  at  catch,  and  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  any  defect  in  their  neighbour,  stimulated  by  ambi- 
tion of  being  thought  the  best  scholar,  every  one's 
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lesson  was  the  lesson  of  ail,  and  happy  was  he  who 
could  say  it  the  best.  To  obviate  any  of  the  scholars 
eluding  that  order  by  preparing  himself  for  any  single 
word,  their  places  were  changed,  and  he  who  at  one 
reading  was  in  the  first  place,  was  removed  a  good 
distance  in  the  next.  Thus,  one  lesson  was  enough 
for  a  whole  form,  how  numerous  soever,  and  which 
was  very  convenient  for  the  master.  The  boys  were 
not  constrained  to  come  to  him  one  after  another,  for 
every  one  was  a  master  to  his  neighboiir." 

A  copy  of  the  above  work  of  M.  de  la  Guillatière  is 
also  in  my  possession. 

R.  F.  HOWMAN. 


Lines  on  the  Death  of  Dr  Andrew  Bell,  by 

of  Cheltenham. 

Far  above  worldly  dignity  or  classic  famé, 

Or  titled  eminence)  thine  honour*d  name 

Recorded  stands,  the  ardent  friend  of  youth, 

The  great  diffuser  of  immortal  trutb. 

Childhood*8  sweet  lisping  tongpie  thy  name  shall  praise, 

Who  gently  led  them  through  religîon's  ways, 

And  grateful  strains  through  future  âges  ring, 

As  happy  youth  exultingly  shall  sing — 

Our  infant  wrongs  by  him  were  first  redress'd  ; 

He  broke  the  rod  by  which  we  were  oppress'd  ; 

He  smooth'd  the  toilsome  path  we  had  to  tread, 

And  tyrant  teachers  we  no  longer  dread.* 

O  !  blest  indeed  the  hoary  head  shall  be, 

When  found  like  thine  in  paths  of  plety  ; 

Nor  weight  of  years  nor  mortal  suffering  could 

Relax  one  pious  effort  to  do  good  ; 

•  "  Dr  Bell  published  a  book  entitled,  »  Tlie  Wrongs  of  Children.»  ' 
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An  untired  labourer  in  the  TÎnesrard,  he 
Toird  on  regardlesss  of  infirmity, 
'Till  lang^iage  faiPd,  and  from  his  palsied  hand 
The  pen  had  dropp*d,  new  benefits  he  p]ann*d. 
— Bnt  time  can  ne*er  obliterate  the  famé 
Of  Buch  good  deeds — Thine  an  undying  name  ; 
For  coming  years  must  owe  a  debt  to  thee, 
Vast  and  uncancerd  through  eternitj. 

A  J. 
1882. 
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